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A  Review  of  the  Pedagogical  Studies  in  the 
Teaching  of  Spelling 

By  Maby  a.  Gbupe,  ELLEWSBimo,  Washington. 

"Respite  the  fact  that  a  few  far-seeing  men  have, 
from  the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  in- 
veighed against  the  dominance  of  spelling  and  the 
"cruel  drudgery'*  it  entailed  upon  the  learner,  the 
subject  remained  an  independent  discipline  far  into 
the  nineteenth  century.  To  be  able  to  spell  was  the 
criterion  whereby  to  judge  the  educated  man  and 
so  ingrained  did  this  become  in  the  popular  mind 
that  even  to  this  day  our  grandfathers,  nay  our  fathers,  dubiously 
shake  their  heads  because  spelling  no  longer  occupies  a  conspicu- 
ous place  on  the  schoolroom  program  and  because,  as  they  insist, 
the  rising  generation  cannot  spell. 

In  1905  an  unexpected  discovery  of  some  old  examination 
papers  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  furnished  almost  conclusive  evidence 
that  althou^  more  time  used  to  be  devoted  to  the  subject,  the 
boys  and  girls  of  1846  did  not  spell  as  well  as  the  boys  and  girls 
of  the  same  age  today.  This  old  examination  consisted  of  twenty 
rather  difficult  words,  such  as  evanescent,  feignedly,  and  chiro- 
graphy,  and  was  given  to  eighty-five  high  school  pupils,  most  of 
whom  were  in  the  second  year.  Only  15  obtained  as  high  as 
70%,  23  missed  17  or  more  words;  nine  had  one  right,  and  two 
had  none.  Just  40%  of  all  the  -vwrds  were  correctly  spelled. 
The  same  test  was  given  in  1905  to  245  ninth  grade  Springfield 
pupils  with  the  result  that  51.2%  of  all  the  words  were  spelled 
correctly.    The  high  school  of  1846  was  in  good  condition,  more 
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time  was  then  spent  upon  spelling  than  in  1905,  and  the  average 
age  of  the  high  school  pupils  was  greater  than  that  of  the  ninth 
grade,  jet  the  latter  scored  higher. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  feeling  that  spell- 
ing should  be  subordinated  to  other  subjects,  that  it  is  a  tool  and 
not  an  end  in  itself,  and  that  it  was  usurping  the  time  of  more  im- 
portant curricula,  called  forth  many  devices  and  methods  calcu- 
lated to  subordinate  it  and  to  reduce  the  time  given  to  that  subject. 
Some,  of  course,  still  dung  to  the  purely  oral  method,  some  dis- 
carded that  altogether  for  the  written;  phonetic  methods  sprang 
into  favor;  for  some  visualization  was  the  only  panacea.  These 
methods  arose  through  a  ^^trial  and  success"  procedure,  or  throu^ 
experimentation  of  a  more  overt  and  conscious  kind  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers  themselves.  Later  these  empirical  methods  were 
subjected  to  an  evaluation  by  means  of  a  more  or  less  scientific 
test  of  results  and  to  a  criticism  based  on  the  findings  of  experi- 
ments in  psychology.  Consequently  methods  of  spelling  instruc- 
tion are  at  the  present  time  in  the  process  of  becoming  more  ra- 
tional and  scientific 

Among  the  first  of  these  gross  tests  of  results  of  the  various 
methods  was  that  of  Dr.  Rice  in  1897.  He  first  sent  a  list  of 
fifty  words  to  various  schools  in  the  United  States  and  obtained 
spelling  papers  from  16,000  children,  together  with  statements 
of  methods  used  by  the  teachers.  Dr.  Rice,  feeling  that  these 
tests  had  not  been  sufficiently  controlled,  visited  twenty-one  schools 
and  under  his  supervision  two  tests  were  given.  The  first  con- 
sisted of  sentence  dictation  containing  fifty  selected  words  for 
the  lower  grades  with  an  additional  twenty-five  for  the  upper 
grades ;  the  second,  of  the  reproduction  of  a  story  which  was  read 
to  the  children. 

Dr.  Rice  found  that  while  there  was  great  variation  in  the 
per  cents,  obtained  among  the  same  grades  below  the  eighth,  there 
was  little  variation  among  the  eighth  grades  themselves.  Efficiency 
in  spelling  increased  in  order  from  the  fourth  to  the  eighth  grade. 
Although  periods  devoted  to  the  subject  of  spelling  varied  from 
five  to  fifty  minutes  daily  the  results  show  nothing  in  favor  of 
the  longer  periods.  The  grades  for  the  column  test  fell  from  15 
to  30%  lower  than  those  for  the  composition  test  The  youngest 
and  the  brightest  children  of  a  girade  ranked  highest 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Retnew  of  Pedagogical  Studies  in  Teaching  of  SpelKng    S 

On  the  bass  of  liis  findings  Dr.  Sice  concluded  that  there  is 
no  direct  relation  between  method  and  result^  that  maturity  of 
^e  pupil  and  the  personal  equation  of  the  teacher  are  the  de- 
termining elements  in  producing  good  spelling.  He  however 
decides  that  no  one  method  is  a  panacea,  that  more  than  fifteen 
minutes  a  day  of  spelling  is  wasteful,  that  common  words  only 
should  be  drilled  upon  while  others  should  be  tau^t  incidentallj, 
and  that  a  few  rules  for  spelling  are  advantageous. 

While  this  study  probably  established  the  fact  that  much  time 
was  being  wasted  in  many  schools,  the  investigation  was  not 
sufiSciently  controlled  and  definite  to  be  of  more  than  stimulating 
value  for  further  study.  It  does  not  give  any  valid  evidence  it 
regard  to  the  most  efficient  methods.  That  some  teachers  re- 
ported a  use  of  the  phonic  method  is  not  in  any  sense  an  assurance 
that  they  taught  spelling  in  the  same  way.  All  kinds  of  methods 
are  lumped  together  under  the  convenient  term  ^'incidental 
method''.  Those  who  said  they  gave  no  time  to  spelling  but 
tau^t  it  in  connection  with  other  subjects  probably  did  give 
time  and  attention  to  the  words  as  they  presented  themselves.  As 
the  test  was  not  a  graded  one  the  conclusion  in  regard  to  maturity 
being  one  of  the  moist  important  elements  in  securing  spelling 
efiSciency  is  not  well  founded.  In  order  to  determine  this,  stan- 
dardized vocabularies  representing  the  character  and  the  number 
of  words  in  which  a  grade  should  be  proficient,  ought  to  be  used. 

Commands  test,  although  better  controlled,  followed  the  same 
general  lines  as  tbat  of  Dr.  Kice.  The  former  confined  his  in- 
vestigations to  certain  Philadelphia  schools  giving  (1)  a  list  of 
spontaneously  selected  words  to  be  written  in  fifteen  minutes; 
(2)  specially  selected  graded  column  lists;  *(3)  short  sentences 
from  dictation.  He  also  used  spelling  papers  from  the  regular 
examinations,  and  compositions  from  the  regular  work. 

From  a  study  of  the  spontaneous  word  lists  Mr.  Comman  de- 
duced the  following:  pupils  increase  regularly  from  grade  to 
grade  in  quantity  and  quality  of  spontaneously  written  words 
and  in  accuracy  of  spelling;  boys  show  more  rapid  improvement 
than  girls,  but  girls  excel  in  quickness  and  in  legibility  of  spell- 
ing; rate  of  movement  and  spelling  accuracy  tend  to  vary  to- 
gether, and  both  are  functions  of  general  mental  capacity. 

After  the  first  test  was  given  these  schools  abandoned  spelling 
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books,  stated  periods  for  study,  and  home  lessons.  At  the  end 
of  each  year  for  three  years  the  above  tests  were  given  and  com- 
parisons made  with  the  first 

As  the  results  of  this  experiment  did  not  show  any  appreciable 
difference  between  the  spelling  efficiency  of  the  pupils  before 
and  after  the  abandonment  of  daily  spelling  periods,  Comman 
concludes  that  they  are  of  little  importance,  and  that  the  spelling 
drill  as  generally  employed  at  the  time  he  gave  the  test  adds  little 
or  nothing  to  efficiency.  He  states  that  even  if  spelling  drill  were 
brought  to  the  highest  efficiency  it  could  not  produce  better  results, 
as  with  incidental  teaching  from  94  to  97%  iu  the  primary  and 
from  97  to,  99.5%  in  the  grammar  grades  was  obtained.  Com- 
man and  Eioe  reach  about  the  same  conclusions, — ^that  improve- 
ment in  spelling  is  dependent  upon  general  mental  development, 
grade,  and  efficiency  of  the  teacher,  not  upon  time  and  method. 

Commands  study,  like  that  of  Dr.  Rice,  cannot  be  taken  as 
yielding  conclusive  results,  and  it  is  subject  to  the  same  criticisms. 
It  shows  that  the  various  so-<5alied  methods  then  used,  accomplish 
about  the  same  result,  and  would  seem  to  indicate  tiiat  the  "in- 
cidental" method  is  superior  because  of  the  opportunity  for 
correlation  and  because  seemingly  less  time  is  expended.  How- 
ever, there  is  nothing  in  this  study  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  latter 
statement 

The  best  contribution  made  by  Comman  is  his  analysis  of 
spelling  errors.  He  classifies  them  according  to  origin:  (1)  mo- 
torial  errors,  due  to  motor  incoordination,  include  omissions,  (sur- 
vying  for  surveying),  additions  (wolfe),  change  (trumb  for 
thumb),  confusion  of  m  and  n,  transposition  of  letters,  wrong  let- 
ter doubled,  attraction  (roap  for  rope  may  follow  soap),  or  (groop 
for  group  may  precede  troop)  ;  (2)  sensory  errors,  due  to  sensorial 
incoordination,  include  those  due  to  phonetic  association  (Wens- 
day  for  Wednesday,  or  chimbley  for  chimney),  and  those  due  to 
confusing  combinations  such  as  ie  and  ei,  single  and  double  con- 
sonants; (3)  errors  due  to  a  complication  of  motorial  and  sensorial 
incoordinations. 

An  analysis  of  the  fifteen-minute  spontaneous  lists  for  spelling 
errors  showed  that  both  motorial  and  sensorial  occur  with  about 
the  same  frequency.  He  found  no  relation  of  age  to  frequency  of 
either  kind^     Bpys  showed  a  slightly  higher  degree  of  motorial 
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enor  than  girls.  About  cme-fifth  of  all  the  seEDflorial  errois  was 
thon^t  to  be  due  to  lelianoe  upon  phoneticSy  and  one-fourth  of  all 
to  the  confusing  alternations  in  the  EngUsh  language.  Mr.  Oom- 
man  reoonunends  the  latter  finding  as  an  argument  for  refonned 
spelling. 

Mr.  Oomman's  conclusions  are  radier  generaL  In  answer  to 
the  question,  ''What  is  the  best  method  to  pursue  in  teadiing 
spelling?^  he  says  that  the  spelling  situation  is  too  complex  to  be 
served  by  any  one  method.  The  secret  of  success  of  so  many 
panacean  methods  lies  in  the  fact  that  there  is  some  yaluabfe 
factor  in  each,  and  that  thqr  furnish  new  devices  whidi  lend  in- 
terest to  an  otherwise  monotonous  task.  He  gives  his  views  in 
the  words  of  Dr.  Bice, — ^''the  wise  teacher  will  acquaint  herseU 
with  as  many  methods  and  devices  as  possible,  and  change  from 
one  to  the  odier,  in  order  to  relieve  the  tedium  and  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  individual  children."  Before  all  she  will  beware  of 
running  off  at  a  tangent  with  any  particular  method,  because  nono 
yet  discovered  has  as  yet  beoi  proved  a  panacea.''  Motorial  errors 
are  to  be  overcome  through  vigilance  on  the  part  of  thfe  teacher 
in  anticipating,  preventing  and  correcting  fliem. 

So  intuit  does  Mr.  Oomman  seem  upon  the  advocacy  of  die 
incidental  method  that  he  fails  to  stress  sufficiently  two  important 
points  which  grow  out  of  his  study  of  errors,  namely,  the  need 
of  knowing  the  idiosyncrasies  of  Ae  individual  learner  and  die 
need  of  tracing  the  causes  of  errors  in  the  case  of  each  individuaL 

Another  study  of  errors  was  made  by  B.  C.  Oregory  in  1907. 
He  secured  from  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  ei^th  grades  of  one  of 
the  Trenton,  N.  J.,  schools,  dictations  containing  selected  words 
whidi  should  present  no  difficulty  to  those  grades. 

Gr^ory  found  that  almost  82%  of  the  mistakes  in  spelling 
the  word  ^'journey''  were  of  the  ear,  and  he  feels  this  to  be  typicaL 
This  per  cent,  however,  is  twice  as  great  as  Comman's  for  all 
sensorial  errors,  althou^  the  latter  is  a  more  inclusive  term  than 
Ghr^ory's  "ear  mistakes.''  These  investigations  show,  Mr.  Greg- 
ory thinks,  that  the  sound  is  the  dominating  element  in  children's 
spelling.  The  child  translates  the  sound  into  writing,  hence  unless 
the  ri^t  association  has  been  made  between  the  visual  percept 
"journey"  and  the  sound  percept,  such  a  spelling  as  '^jemey'^ 
win  satisfy  the  child.     Again,  he  may  not  have  the  ri^t  percept 
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as  is  indicated  when  he  spells  journey,  "joiney^',  or  wondrously, 
"wonderoiisl/\  Because,  too,  of  our  faulty  phonetic  language 
the  child  becomes  habituated  to  attaching  certain  phonetic  values 
to  certain  letters,  so  he  spells  journey,  "gemey". 

The  following  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  pedagogy  of  spelling 
are  reached:  (1)  increase  in  vocabulary  should  be  two,  or  three, 
or  at  the  most  five,  words  per  day,  and  these  should  be  words  for 
which  the  children  have  use;  (2)  there  should  be  a  large  amount 
of  oral  work,  as  the  great  percentage  of  mistakes  is  due  to  incorrect 
auditory  percepts;  (3)  errors  should  be  corrected  immediately, 
by  the  child  if  possible;  (4)  errors  are  individual  and  should 
receive  analytical  treatment 

Mr.  Gregory  states  that  his  investigation  does  not  deal  with  a 
sufficiently  large  number  of  children,  and  that  these  children  come 
from  a  rather  homogeneous  community ;  but  so  far  as  his  analysis 
of  errors  is  concerned,  the  study  does  not  lose  in  value  because  of 
these  limitations.  Whether  more  oral  spelling  will  alleviate  the 
large  percentage  of  ills  which  he  attributes  to  wrong  hearing  is 
still  a  question.  '  No  doubt  oral  spelling  is  not  used  discriminat- 
ingly and  such  a  use  is  needed.  We  are  not  informed  by  Gregory  in 
r^r^ard  to  the  method  which  is  employed  in  teaching  spelling  to 
the  children  tested.  How  much  oral  spelling  did  they  have  and 
what  was  its  character  ?  We  need  a  history  of  the  learning  process 
to  make  the  pedagogic  deductions  of  great  worth.  ^ 

The  spelling  errors  found  in  10,000  themes  of  300  students  of 
Bowdoin  College  were  classified  by  Wm.  T.  Foster  as  follows! 
carelessness,  467 ;  mispronunciation,  259 ;  insertion  and  omission 
of  letters,  853 ;  spelling  "er^'  sound  as  pronounced,  167 ;  confusion 
of  "ent'^,  "ant",  etc.,  160;  other  causes,  99.  Seventy-six  of  all 
the  errors  were  due  to  the  fact  that  in  our  language  correct  spell- 
ing does  not  represent  correct  speech. 

Foster  emphasizes  the  necessity  for  accurately  spoken  English, 
which  he  thinks  would  reduce  the  errors  due  to  faulty  speech. 
However,  he  is  not  so  sanguine  that  errors  of  spelling  will  be  de- 
creased thereby.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  present  chaotic  state 
of  our  spelling  a  reliance  upon  speech  as  a  guide  to  spelling  may 
increase  mistaken.  It  is  necessary  to  make  our  students  discrimi- 
nating enough  to  determine  in  how  far  symbols  represent  sound. 
To  do  this,  Mr.  Foster  thinks,  demands  a  lifelong  drill  of  the  most 
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wasteful  kind.  He  draws  no  farther  conclusion  than  that  reform 
is  needed  in  our  spelling  system. 

A  more  scientific  technique  than  any  of  the  preceding  investi- 
gators have  used  was  employed  by  J.  E.  W.  Wallin  of  the  Cleveland 
ITormal  Training  School.  In  an  article  called,  ^'Has  the  Drill 
Become  Obsolescent/'  and  in  his  monograph  on  "Spelling  Effi- 
ciency in  Belation  to  Age,  Grade,  and  Sex,  and  the  Question  of 
Transfer,^'  Mr.  Wallin  describes  his  experiment  which  was  car- 
ried out  in  the  Cleveland  schools. 

Wallin  says  spelling  is  of  instrumental  value  and  therefore  must 
become  automatic.  Drill  is  necessary  to  the  formation  of  the 
spelling  habit  The  psychological  laws  governing  automatization 
of  behavior  are  initial  focalization  and  attentive  repetition.  The 
drill  technique  used  in  the  Clevdand  schools  consisted  of  (1) 
initial  focalization  of  attention  upon  two  new  words  per  day, 
brought  about  by  printing  them  in  large  type,  using  them  in  sen- 
tences, or  finding  them  in  the  dictionary;  (2)  attentive  repetition 
secured  by  weekly  reviews  and  by  oral  and  written  contests  at 
different  periods.  Spelling  drills  consumed  5.96%  of  the  school 
time,  as  against  7.22%,  which  is  the  average  time  spent  in  sev- 
eral leading  cities. 

From  1905,  the  year  in  which  the  drill  was  introduced,  to  1908 
the  spelling  efficiency  of  the  eighth  grade  increased  from  74  to 
94%.  In  the  1908  N.  E.  A.  contest  with  several  cities,  Cleve- 
land scored  highest. 

In  1910-1911  Wallin  gave  the  grades  from  the  fourth  to  the 
ei^th,  inclusive,  of  three  Cleveland  schools,  a  list  of  selected 
words  in  column  and  in  dictated  composition  form.  These  words 
had  been  drilled  upon  from  three  to  thirteen  weeks  previously. 

The  general  average  for  all  buildings  was  97%,  the  lowest 
building  average  was  93.7%,  and  the  highest  was  98.43% ;  the 
lowest  grade  average  was  93.31%,  the  highest  97.03% ;  the  low- 
est average  of  any  grade  section  was  87.81%,  and  the  highest 
99.97%.  The  general  average  (97%)  is  25.48%  higher  than 
Bice's  average  for  column  test,  and  22.42%  higher  than  his  sen- 
tence test  It  is  25.7%  higher  than  Cormnan's  term  examination. 
Wallin  says  the  results  are  comparable  because  the  tests  consisted 
in  all  cases  of  arbitrarily  selected  words.  There  is  this  difference, 
however,  the  Cleveland  children  were  known  to  have  met  all  the 
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words  given  them  in  the  test^  while  those  examined  by  BicQ  and 
Comman  may  or  may  not  have  had  the  opportunity  to  oome  in 
contact  with  the  words  of  their  tests. 

Wallin  found  the  variation  from  grade  to  grade  very  slight, 
amounting  to  .72  %,  the  ^difference  between  the  poorest  and  the 
best  grade  in  a  single  building  being  only  8.73%,  and  15.68% 
between  the  different  sections  of  the  same  grade  in  aU  the  build- 
ings. Comman  found  a  variation  of  16.2%  from  the  third  to  the 
seventh  grade  for  eleven  schools  and  5.6%  for  fifty  schools.  Rice's 
column  test  gave  a  difference  of  30.7%  between  the  third  and 
eighth  grades  for  twenty-one  cities,  llie  comparative  uniformity 
obtained  by  Wallin  is  in  striking  contrast  to  the  wide  variation 
obtained  by  Rice  and  Oomman.  WaUin  gave  graded  tests  but 
so  did  Comman,  who  found  the  greatest  variation  in  the  two  ex- 
perimental schools  where  the  incidental  method  had  been  in  use. 
However,  the  comparison  is  hardly  fair,  as  has  been  noted,  for 
Commands  test  was  much  more  arbitrary  than  Wallin's. 

Wallin's  test  is  a  much  better  one  for  grade  efficienqr  than 
either  of  the  others.  He  found  the  greatest  efficiency  in  the 
fourth  grade  and  the  greatest  irregularity  in  the  fifth,  while  both 
Comman  and  Rice  secured  the  hi^est  per  cents,  in  the  ei^tL 
These  two  findings  of  Wallin  will  bear  further  study.  It  may 
be  that  the  child's  ability  to  learn  to  spell  is  at  its  maximum  in 
the  fourth  grade. 

All  three  experimenters  found  that  the  girls  outstripped  the 
boys.  The  variation  was  less  in  the  primary  and  greater  in  the 
upper  grades  in  Wallin's  test  The  average  pupil  was  found  in- 
ferior and  the  accelerated  pupil  superior  to  the  normal 

Wallin  concludes  that  there  was  transference  of  ability  gained 
in  column  drill  to  dictated  composition.  The  greatest  loss  was 
2.27%  and  the  least  .47%,  while  in  five  instances  there  was  a 
positive  gain  of  from  .01  to  4.47%.  His  conclusion  is  open  to 
criticism,  however.  The  spelling  instruction  from  day  to  day  in- 
volved the  use  of  the  spelling  words  in  sentences.  Words  were 
also  taught  incidentally.  Wallin  puts  considerable  stress  upon 
teaching  a  word  when  a  child  has  need  for  it  In  such  an  instance 
the  child  already  has  the  sentence  and  only  awaits  the  spelling. 
His  slight  variation  between  column  and  composition  tests  seems 
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to  indicate  not  a  "transfer  of  learning''^  but  the  result  of  a  sound 
"all-round''  mastery  of  the  words  studied. 

Wallin's  study  refutes  Bioe's  and  Commands  conclusion  that 
spelling  efficiency  is  largely  dependent  upon  maturity,  and  gives 
evidence  that  it  is  to  a  great  extent  dependent  upon  spelling 
method.  His  conclusions  that  '^tter  spellers  can  be  produced  by 
die  employment  of  a  rational  drill" ;  that  "there  is  no  other  spe- 
cific that  will  rank  with  a  good  drill  as  an  effective  remedy  for 
BpeOin^' ;  and  that  "teadiing  spelling  by  a  well  organized  drill 
gives  more  satisfactory  results  than  teaching  it  exclusively  by 
the  incidental  method/'  need  further  investigation. 

The  lack  of  definiteness  in  the  results  of  Bice,  Comman,  and 
otfierSy  made  dear  the  need  of  controlled  conditions  for  investiga- 
tion in  order  to  obtain  reliable  conclusions  in  r^ard  to  the  teach- 
ing of  spelling.  The  technique  of  pedagogical  experimentation 
in  general  has  been  gradually  undergoing  a  refining  process  and 
has  lately  taken  somewhat  definite  shape.  It  is  now  felt  that 
experimentation  must  be  made  under  approximately  normal  school- 
room conditions,  yet  under  a  control  which  insists  upon  a  uni- 
formity in  everything  save  the  point  or  points  at  issue ;  the  study 
must  be  comparative;  a  preliminary  test  which  is  the  same  for 
ibe  two  sets  of  subjects  must  be  given ;  the  learning  period  must 
be  of  sufficient  length  to  obtain  the  effect  of  learning;  a  final  test 
must  be  given  to  both  sets  of  subjects ;  lastly  a  comparative  study 
of  the  learning  processes  and  their  results  must  be  made. 

Such  a  technique  which  has  been  rather  inadequately  described, 
was  used  by  H.  C.  Pearson  in  testing  the  relative  efficiency  of 
two  current  methods  of  teaching  homonyms.  The  third  to  the 
ei^th  grade  inclusive,  of  the  Horace  Mann  School  were  first 
given  twenty  sentences  by  means  of  sentence  dictation  to  test  their 
ability  to  spell  the  words.  Two  sections  were  then  made  of  each 
grade.  Section  one  was  taught  homonyms  by  the  "together" 
method.  In  section  two  the  same  homonyms  were  taught  sepa- 
rately. All  other  conditions  were  kept  uniform.  Ten  days  after 
the  last  lesson  a  final  test  was  given  to  both  divisions,  the  homo- 
nyms used  being  those  of  the  preliminary  test 

The  results  were  very  clearly  in  favor  of  the  together  method, 
save  in  the  fifth  grade,  and  even  there  the  poorest  spellers  made 
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the  greater  gaisj  by  that  method  Practically  the  same  result 
was  obtained  with  this  experiment  by  Knight  at  Montclair^  N.  J. 
It  should  be  tried  in  other  places  in  order  to  fully  establish  the 
findings.  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1906 
Bumham,  commenting  from  the  theoretic  psychologic  standpoint 
upon  the  simultaneous  method  of  teaching  homonyms^  said  that 
the  very  similarities  which  were  supposed  to  aid  the  pupil  became 
a  source  of  confusion  and  resulted  in  interference  of  association; 
hence  homonyms  should  be  taught  separately. 

In  the  same  number  of  the  Teachers  College  Becord,  Pearson 
describes  another  experiment  made  to  determine  the  relative  effi- 
ciency of  class  and  independent  study  in  spelling.  The  first  group 
of  children  learned  the  words  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
teacher;  in  the  second  group  all  study  was  independent  of  the 
teacher.  Four  different  experiments  were  tried,  the  result  of  one 
suggesting  a  change  in  technique  for  the  succeeding  test.  In  the 
first  two  experiments  the  two  groups  compared  were  sections  of 
the  same  grade;  in  the  last  two,  the  same  pupils  were  given  the 
class  study  test,  and  after  an  interval  of  time,  the  independent 
study  test 

On  the  whole  the  conclusions  are  in  favor  of  the  class  study 
method.  Both  the  better  and  the  poorer  spellers  profited  by  it, 
but  the  better  made  the  larger  gains.  The  results,  however,  are 
not  very  positive. 

Only  those  studies  which  seem  representative  of  the  progress 
made  in  pedagogical  experimentation  in  regard  to  spelling  method, 
and  those  which  seem  to  have  contributed  to  our  knowledge  along 
that  line  have  been  reviewed  in  this  article.  In  the  light  of  an 
attempt  to  work  out  a  method  for  Hie  teaching  of  spelling  upon 
a  basis  for  which  there  is  warrant  given  by  pedagogical  experi- 
mentation, the  meagemess  of  what  has  been  established  becomes 
painfully  apparent. 

More  and  more  we  are  learning  to  turn  to  psychology  for  our 
basic  principles  of  teaching.  The  psychological  experimentation 
upon  imagery,  association,  memory,  and  the  learning  process  in 
general,  and  the  &^)ecial  psychology  of  reading  have  at  least  con- 
tributed a  guidance  for  spelling  method.  However  the  body  of 
material  is  too  meager  and  too  unstable  yet  to  be  organized  into  a 
psychology  of  spelling  such  as  we  have  for  reading  and  writing. 
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The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  some  of  the  findings  of 
psychological  investigations  which  sJiould  guide  any  teaching  of 
spelling  or  any  pedagogical  experimentation  along  that  line. 

The  learning  process  is  of  utmost  importance.  While  broadly 
speaking  it  is  similar  for  all,  there  is  a  marked  difference  in  the 
way  individuals  learn,  both  in  character  and  rapidity.  This  fact 
has  not  been  sufficiently  emphasized  in  school  work,  nor  has  it 
received  sufficient  attention  in  experimental  studies.  There  is 
no  rational  learning  without  focali^ation  of  attention,  and  no  at- 
tention without  motivation,  i.  e.,  some  feeling  of  need,  difficulty, 
interest,  upon  the  part  of  the  learner.  There  is.  a  maximum  time 
for  sustaining  attention  upon  material  to  be  learned  and  beyond 
this  any  forcing  of  the  attention  results  in  positive  waste.  Learn- 
ing is  not  so  rapid  when  monotony  or  fatigue  is  present  Judd 
found  that  improvement  is  more  rapid  when  the  learner  is  kept  in- 
formed in  regard  to  his  results.  How  far  we  are  safe  in  general- 
izing from  this  is,  however,  a  question.  Suggestions  concerning 
change  or  improvement  in  method  should  be  given  when  need  is 
greatest,  for  then  their  value  will  be  felt.  Confidence  that  follows 
successful  learning  increases  ability.     (Swift) 

Most  individuals  learn  more  easily  through  some  one  type  of 
imagery,  or  combination  of  types.  There  is  no  guarantee  that 
because  material  is  presented  throu^  a  particular  sense  or 
through  several  senses  it  will  be  learned  or  remembered  in 
the  corresponding  imagery.  The  dominant  imagery  of  an  indi- 
vidual may  differ  at  different  ages. 

The  genetic  order  of  association  of  imagery  in  spelling  is  audi- 
tory and  motor,  then  visual  and  motor.  Which  is  the  most  effec- 
tive mode  of  presentation  so  far  as  imagery  is  concerned  is  un- 
settled. Most  experimenters  have  found  that  an  auditory  presen- 
tation is  better  for  yoimger  children,  while  the  effectiveness  of 
visual  presentation  gradually  increases,  and  with  older  children 
gives  better  results  than  the  auditory.  However,  this  cannot  be 
entirely  relied  upon  as  other  psychologists  have  found  varying 
results.  Again,  according  to  the  theory  of  multiple  association 
it  has  been  assumed  and  has  been  found  by  actual  experiment 
that  a  visual-auditory  presentation  is  more  efficacious  than  either 
alone,  but  this  also  is  disputed.  The  visual-auditory-motor  (more 
particularly  the  articulatory)  is  held  by  some  to  be  still  more 
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efficient  Meumann  says  the  best  method  is  '%  combine  the  sight 
of  the  new  word  with  the  analytical  copying  of  it,  plus  at  least 
the  whispered  pronunciation  of  its  constituent  elements.''  The 
correct  pronunciation  seems  to  aid  even  those  who  are  visualizers 
to  visualize  more  accurately.  Other  experimenters  think  the 
effect  of  the  kinesthetic  element  is  negligible. 

It  is  probable  that  different  classes  of  words  should  be  learned 
through  different  senses  and  associations.  Sound  imagery  may 
be  a  positive  hindrance  in  the  learning  of  irregular  words.  It 
would  seem  that  words  of  this  type  should  be  learned  as  sensori- 
motor material,  while  with  words  belonging  to  phonetic  classes, 
or  classes  according  to  origin,  the  rational  element  should  domi- 
nate the  learning. 

The  method  that  brings  the  best  result  in  immediate  recall  is 
not  necessarily  the  method  which  will  insure  permanency  of  mem- 
ory. Attentive  repetition  aids  memory.  Less  repetition  is  needed 
when  motivation  of  the  right  kind  is  present 

After  an  incorrect  association  has  been  formed,  the  effort  to 
break  it  and  to  establish  the  correct  association  is  greater  than 
the  effort  expended  in  the  initial  learning. 

Shorn  as  the  teacher  is  of  her  belief  that  the  soH^ed  '%U3h 
card''  method,  the  phonic  method,  the  incidental  method,  or  any 
other  "one  idea"  device  however  successful  it  may  appear  to  be 
for  a  while,  is  the  best  method  for  teaching  spelling,  and  bewil- 
dered as  she  must  be  by  the  disagreement  in  the  results  of  the 
psychological  studies,  what  course  is  to  be  pursued  until  some- 
thing more  conclusive  is  worked  out  ? 

An  evaluation  of  the  current  practices  in  the  teaching  of  spell- 
ing in  the  light  of  their  development  and  of  present  psychological 
knowledge  has  recently  been  made  by  Henry  Suzzallo.  It  is  prob- 
ably the  best  guide  to  the  teaching  of  spelling  that  we  now  have. 
The  author  does  not  to  my  mind  sufficiently  stress  the  importance 
of  knowing  the  individual  mind  and  of  adapting  the  instruction 
to  suit  its  particular  nature  and  needs.  Theory  recognizes  mass 
teaching  as  uneconomical  and  inefficient  but  practice  lags  behind 
as  usuaL  That  all  words  cannot  be  taught  in  the  same  way  be- 
cause the  learning  process  is  not  and  cannot  be  made  the  same  for 
all,  does  not  receive  adequate  emphasis  in  Mr.  Suzzallo's  ad- 
mirable discussion. 
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In  the  following  statement  of  procedure  based  partly  upon 
accepted  data  and  largely  upon  what  is  still  opinion,  I  have  tried 
to  emphasize  the  necessity  of  making  instruction  individual  so 
far  as  the  child  is  concerned,  and  of  avoiding  the  mistake  of 
treating  all  spelling  as  if  it  were  homogeneous  instead  of  hetero- 
geneous matter  in  its  relation  to  the  learning  process.  The  sum- 
mary is  all  too  brief  to  be  considered  in  any  sense  adequate. 

In  regard  to  the  size  and  character  of  the  vocabulary  to  be 
mastered  by  the  elementary  pupil,  Suzzallo  says  we  must  study 
the  vocabularies  of  adult  life  and  must  know  what  and  how  many 
words  are  mis8x>elled  by  children.  Earkpatrick  claims  that  a 
child  of  twelve  is  probably  acquainted  with  from  seven  to  ten 
thousand  words:  Johnson,  not  more  than  six  thousand;  Chan- 
cellor believes  that  six  thousand  words  may  be  taught  so  that  the 
child  will  at  the  end  of  the  grammar  period,  spell  four  thousand 
freely  and  accurately.  The  latter  authority  advocates  not  more 
than  two  new  words  a  day  for  children  of  ei^t  years  and  not  more 
than  five  for  fourteen  year  old  children. 

Material  for  the  spelling  lesson  should  be  determined  by  the 
present  need  of  the  child  for  certain  words  and  by  his  need  to 
become  independent  in  spelling.  The  term  ''child"  is  not  here 
used  in  its  generic  sense,  it  most  decidedly  means  the  individual. 
The  spelling  book  cannot  supply  the  right  material.  The  modem 
curriculum  is  broad  enough  so  that  the  words  may  be  largely 
taken  from  the  actual  work  of  the  school  without  fear  of  narrow- 
ing the  vocabulary.  Naturally  the  needs  of  written  work  furnish 
a  large  share  of  Ihe  spelling  words.  A  grade  list  built  up  by  the 
grade  teacher,  who  from  experience  knows  approximately  what 
words  are  required  in  a  particular  year,  makes  a  fairly  safe  guide 
or  check.  Lists  of  words  frequently  misspelled  should  be  kept 
and  drilled  upon.  The  individual  list  is  probably  the  most  valu- 
able source  yet  it  is  the  one  given  the  least  attention.  Each 
child  should  keep  a  list  of  words  he  misspells  and  of  those  for 
which  he  must  consult  the  dictionary  or  the  teacher.  At  certain 
times  these  words  should  be  studied  and  made  a  part  of  his  cor- 
rectly spelled  vocabulary. 

The  motive  has  been  indicated  in  the  consideration  of  the 
sources.  It  should  primarily  be  that  of  a  felt  need  for  knowing 
how  to  spell  certain  words,  or  a  desire  to  spell  correctly.    Extrin- 
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flic  motiyeB  such  as  are  supplied  by  spelling  contests  add  zest 
and  variety  to  the  work  and  are  harmless  if  they  do  not  become 
dominating  and  permanent  motives. 

Shall  spelling  be  taught  incidentally  or  in  isolation  f  Words 
should  certainly  be  met  in  context  first,  whether  it  be  in  oral  or 
in  written  form,  that  is,  the  meaning  should  be  known  before 
spelling  is  required.  Some  words  require  no  especial  attention, 
they  are  self  taught,  but  incidental  teaching  cannot  insure  cor- 
rect spelling  in  the  case  of  irregularly  spelled  words,  nor  can  it 
take  sufGicient  advantage  of  the  aids  which  phonograms,  rules  of 
spelling,  and  word  structure  furnish  for  teaching  independence 
in  spelling  ''class"  words.  It  seems  that  a  well  balanced  method 
ought  to  make  use  of  both  incidental  and  special  period  work. 

The  time  to  be  devoted  to  spelling  depends  upon  the  needs  of 
the  particular  children  under  consideration  and  cannot  be  arbi* 
trarily  determined.  The  time  spent  in  incidental  learning  can- 
not be  easily  estimated,  but  probably  no  more  than  fifteen  min- 
utes a  day  is  ever  necessary  for  the  regular  period. 

The  order  for  teaching  diould  be  that  of  meaning,  pronuncia- 
tion, writing.  A  mere  word  definition  is  no  guarantee  that  the 
meaning  is  understood.  The  idea  which  the  word  symbolizes 
must  if  necessary  be  gained  through  experience,  or  by  having  it 
built  up  in  imagination. 

Pronunciation  comes  first  through  imitation,  but  gradually  the 
child  gains  independence  of  the  teacher  through  work  with 
phonograms,  or  other  phonetic  means,  and  through  use  of  the 
dictionary.  Because  jDur  language  is  not  consistently  phonetic, 
phonetic  analysis  cannot  be  relied  upon  at  all  times.  Indeed  it 
becomes  a  positive  hindrance  to  pronunciation  and  to  spelling  in 
the  case  of  irregularly  spelled  words.  A  visual  presentation  fol- 
lowed by  pronunciation  and  copying,  is  probably  best  for  such 
words.  Much  poor  spelling  may  be  traced  directly  to  incorrect 
pronunciation,  and  much  to  inattentive  linking  of  the  pronuncia- 
tion with  the  written  form  of  the  word.  Classes  of  words  are 
different  and  cannot  be  taught  in  the  same  way,  and  an  individual 
word  is  sometimes  so  individual  that  it  requires  a  treatment  all 
its  own. 

Pending  more  reliable  data  in  regard  to  imagery  and  asso- 
ciation in  spelling  probably  the  best  course  to  pursue  is  to  make 
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oral  presentation  predominate  in  the  lower  grades  and  visual  in 
the  upper,  yet  an  appeal  to  auditory-visual-motor  (articulatory 
and  graphic)  imagery  must  be  made  from  the  first  This  pro- 
cedure seems  reasonable  for  several  reasons.  In  the  first  place 
there  are  many  imagery  lypes  in  a  school  room  and  we  cannot 
know  definitely  to  which  an  individual  belongs.  Moreover,  al- 
diougfa  the  presentation  may  be  made  through  a  particular  sense 
we  cannot  be  sure  that  the  material  is  learned  or  remembered  in 
fhe  corresponding  imagery.  Neither  are  we  sure  that  learning 
in  terms  of  the  pupil's  natural  imagery  is  the  most  efficient  mode 
for  him.  We  do  hiow,  however,  that  richness  of  meaning  and  of 
association  make  a  word  more  valuable. 

Smedley  found  that  children  with  the  best  native  memories, 
and  normal  sight  and  hearing  are  not  always  the  best  spellers, 
while  some  with  poor  native  memory,  or  with  sight  and 
hearing  defects  ranked  high.  This  he  interprets  as  meaning 
that  the  rational  element  plays  a  part  in  spelling,  hence  dues  to 
classification  obtained  through  meaning,  derivation,  rules  and 
phonics,  are  helpfuL  The  child  left  to  himself  sometimes  ^Qiits" 
upon  a  good  method,  often  however  he  continues  to  spend  time  in 
repetition  which  is  uneconomical  and  unprofitable  because  it  was 
not  preceded  by  any  rational  analysis  whatsoever.  Too  much 
cannot  be  said  against  the  practice  of  using  the  spelling  period 
exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  testing  and  of  leaving  the  child  to 
study  independently  before  he  knows  how  to  do  so.  If  the  method 
by  which  an  individual  learns  is  important,  and  we  now  believe 
it  is,  then  the  child  must  be  taught  how  to  study.  This  cannot 
be  done  unless  the  teacher  studies  with  the  child  in  order  to  find 
out  his  particular  way  of  learning  and  to  suggest  improvement. 

The  customary  plan  of  testing  immediately  after  a  few  mo- 
ments of  hurried  study  evaluates  the  cleverness  of  the  immediate 
memory  and  is  useful  if  regarded  as  a  mere  preliminary  exami- 
nation through  whidi  errors  may  be  analyzed  and  corrected.  Too 
often,  however,  it  is  regarded  as  the  final  test  for  a  particular 
list  of  words.  To  test  the  permanent  memory  an  interval  of  time 
should  intervene  between  the  study  and  the  spelling.  Constant 
review  is  necessary,  from  week  to  week,  and  month  to  month, 
as  Wallin  suggests.  Plenty  of  opportunities  to  use  the  words  in 
written  work  should  also  be  given. 
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Another  factor  neglected  by  the  school  is  the  careful  analysis 
of  each  mistake  with  reference  to  the  child  making  it  The  child 
is  told  to  correct  his  misspelled  words^  but  that  does  not  aid  him 
in  determining  where  his  mental  process  was  at  fault  nor  in 
kvoiding  the  same  type  error  later.  A  teacher  should  decide  as 
nearly  as  possible  upon  the  nature  of  each  error;  was  it  made 
because  of  wrong  pronunciation,  because  the  visual  image  was  not 
sufficiently  clear,  because  there  was  not  a  conscious  linking  of 
pronunciation  and  visual  image,  because  of  defect  in  hearing  or 
sight,  because  of  undiscriminating  dependence  upon  phonetic 
spelling,  because  of  the  so-called  motor  incoordination  type  of 
error?  The  cause  of  the  error  determined,  the  child  should  be 
instructed  how  to  restudy,  and  if  the  error  is  typical  he  should 
be  so  guided  in  the  learning  of  new  words  that  it  will  not  occur 
again. 

Gradually  the  child  should  acquire  some  independence  in  abil- 
ity to  spell  which  extends  not  only  to  the  correct  calling  of  letters 
in  a  word,  but  to  approximating  the  meaning  and  the  pronuncia- 
tion. 

By  the  time  the  fifth  grade  is  reached  children  should  begin 
to  cultivate  the  dictionary  habit  for  meaning,  pronunciation,  and 
spelling  of  words.  Suzzallo  says,  ''Let  the  child  become  skepti- 
cal of  his  own  usage  every  time  he  sees  or  hears  a  conflicting  one, 
and  the  basis  for  self  cultivation  is  laid.  Then  give  him  the 
persistent  habit  of  appealing  to  the  dictionary  and  he  will  learn 
the  right  form.*' 

A  few  of  the  more  general  rules  of  spelling  may  prove  helpf uL 
They  should  be  taught  inductively.  The  child  for  instance  has 
met  many  words  following  the  rule  for  dropping  the  final  e  when 
a  syllable  beginning  with  a  vowel  is  added.  These  words  with 
their  derived  forms  may  be  placed  before  the  child  so  that  he  will 
see  the  working  of  the  rule  even  though  he  may  be  unable  to  state 
it  formally. 

Word  analysis  inductively  taught  should  prove  of  assistance  in 
giving  children  abili^  to  approximate  the  meanings  of  many 
new  words.  Children  take  great  delight  in  finding  that  the  same 
element  exists  in  a  number  of  words  and  that  this  element 
gives  them  a  due  to  the  meaning  of  each  of  the  words.  Word 
analysis  is  not  without  its  dangers,  and  used  too  literally  leads  to 
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naive  interpretations,  for  example  "artless'^  was  defined  as  "un- 
able to  draw  and  paint."  Howe.ver  the  context  in  which  the  word 
is  found  may  generally  be  depended  upon  to  check  this  tendency 
sufficiently.  The  child  has  established  a  rather  valuable  habit 
when  of  his  own  initiative  he  consciously  analyzes  any  new  word. 

The  above  sunamary  is  all  too  brief  to  be  considered  in  any 
sense  adequate  or  complete.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  differ- 
entiate the  work  of  the  different  ages ;  to  consider  when  and  how 
spelling  should  be  introduced;  to  discuss  oral  and  written  spelling, 
list  and  sentence  tests,  and  other  varying  procedures.  Only  the 
more  general  and  more  widely  applicable  phases  of  spelling 
method  have  received  attention. 

Every  phase  of  the  teaching  of  spelling  is  in  need  of  careful 
investigation.  Mr.  Suzzallo  gives  a  large  number  of  definite 
problems  requiring  the  attention  of  experimenters.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  partial  list  of  Suzzallo's  questions : — 

1.  What  should  be  the  size  and  character  of  the  vocabulary  in 
the  elementary  school,  and  how  should  it  be  determined  f 

2.  What  should  be  the  source  of  words  taught? 
8.     What  is  the  best  motivation? 

4.  What  principles  shall  determine  grading  and  grouping  of 
words;  shall  it  be  meaning,  irregularity,  rules  of  spelling,  of 
phonic  structure?  Shall  words  be  taught  only  as  the  child  needs 
them?     Will  reformed  spelling  make  spelling  easier? 

5.  Should  the  initial  presentation  be  experimental,  oral,  or 
visual  ?  How  shall  the  child  get  the  meaning  of  the  word ;  from 
objective  experience,  telling,  word  analysis,  dictionary,  in  isola- 
tion, or  in  context  ?  How  and  in  what  order  shall  the  three  fac- 
tors of  meaning,  pronunciation,  and  spelling  be  associated? 

6.  Does  contentful  spelling  decrease  the  need  for  drill? 

7.  Does  ability  to  spell  attained  in  isolated  word  or  .column 
drill  give  ability  to  spell  in  sentences  and  in  composition? 

8.  Shall  the  child  obtain  the  pronunciation  of  a  word  from 
another  person,  by  phonetics,  or  by  use  of  the  dictionary? 

9.  What  is  the  value  of  learning  the  order  of  the  letters  by 
sounds  visualization,  copying,  or  oral  spelling?  Should  the  in- 
itial learning  be  from  script  or  print? 

10.  In  the  correction  of  spelling  errors  what  is  the  best  way 
to  make  the  child  aware  of  the  error  ?    How  should  he  become 
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aware  of  the  correct  form?    How  far  should  the  child  be  made 
independent  in  the  detection  of  errors  and  in  releaming? 

11.  When  and  in  what  way  should  the  child  become  indepen- 
dent in  his  spelling?  At  what  age  should  he  be  taught  to  use 
the  dictionary?  What  is  the  value  of  word  analysis  and  word 
synthesis  ?    Do  rules  of  spelling  aid  ? 

12.  What  is  the  most  economical  number  of  new  words  to  be 
learned  in  each  grade  ?  What  is  the  most  economical  assignment 
of  time  for  spelling?  Is  the  incidental  teaching  of  spelling  as 
effectual  as  systematic  study  during  regular  periods  ?  With  what 
grade. should  systematic  study  begin  and  end? 

The  results  of  the  studies  made  by  Wallin  and  Smedley  suggest 
that  perhaps  there  is  a  period  in  the  elementary  school  when 
spelling  can  be  most  easily  learned.  Standardized  tests  such  as 
have  been  worked  out  for  writing  and  arithmetic  are  needed  for 
spelling.  A  point  most  worthy  of  careful  investigation  is  the 
relative  value  of  mass  and  individual  instruction. 
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Teaching  Practical  Politics  in  Our  Schools 

By  J.  Madison  Gathany,  A.  M.,  Head  of  Histoby  DBPABTMBirT, 
Hope  Stbeet  High  School,  Pbovidenoe,  R.  L 

OW  many  of  the  20,000,000  in  our  schools  can  give 
accurate  information  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  ini- 
tiative, the  referendum,  the  recall,  tariff,  protec- 
tive tariff,  tariff  for  revenue  only,  commission  gov- 
ernment, conservation,  states'  rights,  mimicipal 
ownership,  insurgent,  reactionary,  "standpatter*', 
conservative  ?  And  how  many  of  these  20,000,000 
could  discuss  intelligently  such  questions  as: 
What  are  the  absolute  differences  between  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  parties?  The  Republican  and  Progressive  parties? 
On  what  questions  are  the  three  leading  parties  in  agreement? 
What  is  the  theory  of  states'  rights?  Give  several  reasons  for 
believing  or  disbelieving  in  it  What  is  the  conservation  problem 
and  its  bearing  on  American  history?  Should  the  President  be 
made  ineligible  for  re-election?  \^at  are  the  arguments  for  a 
protective  tariff?  A  tariff  for  revenue  only?  A  competitive 
tariff  ?  What  changes  would  take  place  in  the  nature  and  admin- 
istration of  our  government,  were  the  Socialists  in  full  control? 


The  need  of  arousing  public  interest  in  political  matters  at  the 
present  time  is  great  For  the  lack  of  political  intelligence  is 
astounding.  The  only  thing  more  astounding  is  the  result  of  po- 
litical ignorance.  Fundamentally  it  is  the  politically  ignorant 
electorate  that  makes  political  corruption  possible  and  wide 
spread.  This  for  the  reason  that  such  are  apt  to  be  politically 
conscienceless  and  to  serve  as  tools  in  the  hands  of  degtoerate 
politicians.  Ignorant,  hot-headed,  political  prejudice  is  a  pro- 
ducer of  wickedness. 

Our  boys  and  girls  are  growing  up  in  almost  absolute  ignorance 
of  our  political  machinery  and  its  working.  They  do  not  even 
read  the  newspapers  consistently,  except  the  sporting  and  fashion 
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flections.  To  be  required  to  read  the  editorial  pages  of  our  lead- 
ing dailies  would  be  one  of  the  worst  kinds  of  punishment  Such 
exceedingly  valuable  publications  as  the  Outlook,  the  Literary 
Digest,  the  World^s  Work,  and  the  Independent,  receive  practi- 
caUj  no  consideration  from  the  great  army  of  boys  and  girls  in 
our  schools  and  colleges.  To  ask  them  to  explain  the  meaning  of 
political  terms  that  are  in  constant  daily  use  would  produce  in 
the  class  room  the  height  of  embarrassment  We  are  fast  be- 
coming as  some  one  has  put  it  ^'a  nation  of  educated  ignoramuses'^^ 
and  the  time  has  already  arrived  when  it  has  become  a  serious 
question  whether  we  are  really  educating  our  children.  Are  they 
not  being  "stuffed  full"  rather  than  'aead  out?" 

Who  is  the  educated  man?  The  one  who  knows  his  Homer, 
his  Virgil,  has  had  a  conventional  training  in  the  Classics,  can 
quote  the  poets  of  the  past  by  the  page,  and  give  all  the  important 
dates  of  ancient  history  and  the  list  of  the  Greek  and  Boman  gods 
aocnrately  ?  Suppose  this  self-same  "educated"  man  were  asked, 
for  example,  to  explain  or  comment  intelligently  on  the  Panama 
Canal  tolls  question,  the  disturbances  in  Mexico,  the  conservation 
question,  the  granting  of  exclusive  franchises  to  corporations,  the 
income  tax,  the  revision  of  the  tariff,  the  direct  election  of  United 
States  senators,  the  paroels^post,  the  convict  lease  system,  the 
reasons  for  the  formation  of  the  Progressive  party,  and  you  should 
discover  that  he  had  no  significant  conception  of  such  things, 
would  you  call  him  an  "educated"  man  ?  Or  suppose  again  this 
so-called  "educated"  man  were  asked  to  attend  a  town  meeting, 
a  session  of  the  city  council,  of  the  state  legislature,  or  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  offer  practical,  sensible  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  solution  of  problems  fundamentally  and  directly 
affecting  himself  and  his  fellowmen,  and  you  found  that  he  was 
unable  to  do  so,  would  you  call  him  an  "educated"  man?  Are 
the  men  ri^t  after  all  who  maintain  that  our  great  educational 
i^ystem  is  producing  only  a  set  of  "educated  ignoramuses"  and 
that  educationally  we  are  fast  becoming  a  race  of  ^'White  Chi- 
nese f  The  economic  and  social  welfare  of  any  nation  stands  in 
grave  danger  when  its  citizens  are  politically  uneducated,  because 
such  a  people  unknowingly  allow  unjust  conditions  to  arise  and 
become  fastened  upon  them.  Then  when  these  conditions  become 
insufferably  oppressive,  a  revolution,  either  bloodless  or  bloody. 
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takes  place  with  unmitigated  fervor.  Some  say  that  the  voice 
of  the  masses  should  not  be  heard^  that  the  conmions  should  not 
have  the  privilege  of  the  initiative  and  the  referendunou  But 
history  proves  that  in  the  bng  run,  despite  the  political  deceptions 
of  selfidi  and  unprincipled  men,  the  voice  of  the  people  will  be 
heard,  and  it  is  much  better  that  it  be  heard  expressing  itself 
intelligently  than  in  the  form  of  a  bitter  class  struggle,  colored 
perhaps  with  blood. 

What  we  need  is  to  produce  such  a  degree  of  political  intelli- 
gence that  the  average  American  voter  will  be  able  to  recognize 
political  wrong  in  embryo.  In  other  words  political  intelligence 
should  be  so  disseminated  that  the  intriguing  designs  and  ques* 
tionable  schemes  of  the  selfish  and  the  corrupt  in  our  public  life 
and  in  our  legislatures  would  be  instantly  detected  no  matter  how 
carefully  concealed  by  well-phrased  rhetoric  The  average  Amer- 
ican is  much  more  interested  in  games  and  sports  than  in  politics^ 
and  yet  it  is  politics  that  governs  the  supply  of  his  bread  and  but- 
ter. This  condition  is  deplorable.  Worse  than  that  It  is  blast- 
ing our  whole  political  life,  because  it  allows  political  didionesty 
to  fatten.  There  is  great  and  immediate  necessity  of  arousing  as 
widespread  interest  as  possible  in  the  making  of  American  citi- 
ztos.  But  how  can  that  interest  be  aroused,  and  politically  intel- 
ligent citizens  produced  ? 

II. 

The  problem  is  a  large  one,  but  it  is  not  insoluble.  The  trouble 
is  that  we  have  let  it  get  away  with  us,  and  as  in  the  case  of 
other  great  movements,  it  will  take  time,  common  action,  and 
patience  to  accomplish  what  is  needed.  In  addition,  a  certain* 
long  standing  educational  misconception  must  be  broken  down. 

The  most  practical,  comprehensive,  and  efficient  way  to  pro- 
duce a  nation  of  citizens  politically  well  informed  is  through 
public  and  private  school  instruction;  This  plan  would  have  to 
take  into  account  at  least  three  great  factors — ^teachers,  students, 
afid  a  new  course  of  study. 

1.  Teachers :  It  is  decidedly  unfortunate  that  teachers  have  gen- 
erally speaking,  been  practically  "gagged**  in  reference  to  aU 
modem  political  party  matters.  Hence  they  are  literally  afraid  to 
say  anything  about  the  policies  and  platforms  of  our  political 
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parties,  and  the  United  States  is  reaping  the  results  of  such  a 
"gag"  process  in  the  form  of  young  citizens  not  at  all  conversant 
with  the  most  commonplace  political  facts,  and  in  the  form  of 
thousands  of  teachers/ themselves  not  much  more  interested  in 
the  political  faith  of  our  different  parties  than  the  ones  they  teach. 
Furthermore,  teachers  will  have  no  great  incentive  to  become  well 
versed  in  politics,  if  they  are  under  the  impression  that  educa- 
tional authorities  "higher  up"  look  with  suspicion  upon  the  presen- 
tation of  it  to  pupils.  Still  there  is  some  justification  for 
this  suspicion,  for  it  is  generally  believed  that  politics  cannot  be 
tau^t  other  llian  in  a  partisan  manner.  This  is  not  true,  for  it 
is  not  a  difficult  matter  for  a  teacher  to  get  a  solid,  comprehiensive, 
unprejudiced,  non-partisan  view  of  political  party  history,  pol- 
icies and  platforms,,  and  I  shall  show  a  little  later  how  pupils  can 
get  the  same  view.  In  his  actual  teaching  the  instructor  would 
take  sides  with  no  party  and  would  allow  no  partisan  remarks  to  be 
made  or  partisan  questions  to  be  asked. 

2.  Students:  There  are  those  who  believe  that  students  can- 
not understand  modem  political  parties  and  problems.  Excuse 
me,  but  I  Jenow  better.  And  I  know  better.because  I  have  taught 
them  to  pupils,  and  they  show  that  they  do  understand  them 
sufficiently  well  to  talk  and  write  about  them  intelligently.  The 
certain  misconception  which  needs  to  be  broken  down  is  that  boys 
and  girls  cannot  understand  modem  politics.  It  is  said  that  sudi 
a  study  is  too  difficult  for  them.  Yet,  strange  to  say,  these  same 
critics  will  admit  that  our  pupils  can  and  are  expected  to  under- 
stand the  government  of  the  Achaean  League,  the  contentions  of 
the  political  factions  in  the  time  of  the  Gracchi,  the  belief  of 
the  Whigs  and  the  Tories  in  England,  the  changes  of  French  po- 
litical belief  during  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  and  be  able  to 
state  three  or  four  reasons  why  Charles  I  should  or  should  not 
have  been  executed.  Pray  tell,  does  it  take  any  more  hrain  power 
to  understand  the  arguments  for  and  against  a  protective  tariff  or 
the  reasons  why  the  Progressive  party  was  bom,  than  it  takes 
brain  power  to  understand  the  topics  just  mentioned,  topics  which 
pupils  are  expected  to  understand ;  than  it  takes  brain  power  to 
understand  why  the  government  under  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion was  a  weaker  form  of  government  than  that  under  the  Federal 
Constitution;  than  it  takes  brain  power  to  understand  Paradise 
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Lost  ?  If  it  does  take  more  brain  power  to  understand  the  f ormei: 
things  than  the  latter,  let  our  critics  produce  the  educational  and 
psychological  explanation  or  reason.  The  real  fact  of  the  matter 
is  that  we  have  for  centuries  assumed  a  thing  that  is  contrary  to 
fact,  and  have  consequently  Tcept  our  boys  and  girls  from  the 
opportunity  of  understanding  modem  politics.  It  is  wholly 
false  to  contend  that  pupils  can  xmderstand  ancient  politics  but 
cannot  understand  modem  politics.  Those  who  have  had  courage 
to  break  away  from  the  old  contention  not  only  know  that  stu- 
dents can  understand  modem  politics,  but  they  know  also  that 
students  hunger  and  thirst  after  political  knowledge  when  once 
they  begin  to  make  a  real  study  of  politics.  Moreover,  the  only 
reason  why  college  students  cannot  discuss  modem  political  ques- 
tions intelligently  and  do  not  take  an  interest  in  them  is  that  they 
were  given  no  chance  to  study  ihem  while  getting  ready  for  col- 
lege, and,  as  a  result,  have  no  apperceptive  basis  for  such  work. 
For  the  same  reason  the  editorial  pages  of  the  leading  dailies  and 
the  real  substantial  magazines  are  of  much  less  significance  to 
our  multitudes  of  youth  than  the  sporting  and  fashion  sections  of 
a  Simday  newspaper.  And  still  we  keep  wondering  why  our 
people,  both  young  and  old,  do  not  take  more  serious  interest  in 
serious  problems.  How  can  they  when  they  lack  the  background, 
the  training,  the  apperceptive  ability,  which  alone  makes  possible 
a  serious  interest  in  serious  problems  ? 

3.  The  New  Course  of  Study :  The  moment  a  new  course  of 
study  is  mentioned,  I  can  imagine  a  great  group  of  teachers  and 
superintendents  rising  up  in  armsl  '^e  have  too  matiy  courses  of 
study  now !"  I  heartily  admit  it.  That  is  just  the  trouble.  But 
we  have  some  courses  of  study,  the  real,  practical  value  of  which 
it  would  take  microscopic  inspection  to  discover.  And  this  is  the 
reason  why  so  many  of  our  boys  and  girls  leave  our  halls  of  in- 
struction, and  the  reason  that  fathers  and  mothers  the  country 
over  are  maintaining  that  our  schools  are  not  preparing  their 
children  for  life.  It  is  high  time  that  our  whole  school  curriculum 
were  critically  scrutinized  and  our  college  entrance  requirements 
liberalized. 

The  new  course  of  study  which  I  suggest  would  consist  of  three 
parts  or  divisions — ^a  practical  study  of  civil  government,  (the 
foundation  work)  practical  politics,  and  current  problems  (par- 
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ticularlj  such  as  have  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  municipal,  state, 
and  federal  government)  It  should  be  made  a  required  course  of 
not  less  than  three  periods  each  week,  running  throughout  the 
school  year,  and  placed  in  the  curriculum  of  all  the  secondary 
schools  and  colleges,  and  ^e  elemental  features  of  it  should  be 
given  also  in  the  upper  grades  of  the  common  or  elementary 
schools.  The  reason  why  it  should  appear  in  the  elementary 
schools  is  that  about  (65%)  sixty-five  per  cent,  of  our  grammar 
school  pupils  do  not  enter  high  school,  and  these  should  be  reached^ 
The  first  and  third  divisions  of  the  course  need  no  comment; 
the  second — ^practical  politics — does.  This  phase  of  the  work 
would  deal  mainly  with  the  history,  policies,  and  platforms  of  the 
leading  parties,  and  mi^t  be  organized  somewhat  as  follows : 

1.  The  Nature,  Necessity,  Function,  and  Oi^anization  of  Po- 
litical Parties. 

2.  A  Bird's  Eye  View  of  Political  Parties  in  the  TJ.  S. 

a.  Political  Parties  Before  the  Constitution. 

b.  Political  Parties  Since  the  Constitution. 

c    Minor  Political  Parties  and  their  Function. 
8f     The  Origin,  History  and  Policy  of  the  Democratic  Party. 

4.  What  the  Democrats  Believe — ^A  Study  of  the  latest  National 
Platform. 

5.  The  Origin,  History  and  Policy  of  the  Republican  Party. 

6.  What  the  Republicans  Believe — ^A  Study  of  the  latest  Na- 
tional Platform. 

7.  The  Progressive  Party. 

a.  What  it  is. 

b.  Why  it  is. 

8.  What  the  Progressives  Believe — ^A  Study  of  the  latest  Na- 
tional PlatfomL 

9.  A  Comparative  Study  of  the  Three  Leading  Parties. 

a.  Their  Similarities. 

b.  Absolute  Differences. 

c     An  Attempt  to  answer  the  three  questions — 
(1).    What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  Democrat? 
(2).    What ^does  it  mean  to  be  a  Republican? 
(3).    What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  Progressive? 
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10.  Socialism. 

a.  What  the  Socialist  Party  Believes. 

b.  Arguments  for  Socialism. 

c     Arguments  against  Socialism. 

11.  Conclusions. 

K  such  a  course  were  offered  in  our  elementary,  secondary,  pro- 
fessional, normal  and  evening  schools,  and  in  our  colleges  and 
universities,  where  altogether  more  than  20,000,000  students  at- 
tend annually,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  an  exceedingly  large  number 
of  citizens  could  be  brought  to  a  respectable  degree  of  political 
intelligence. 

If  the  school  authorities  in  the  United  States  should  act  fa- 
vorably on  this  simple,  yet  far-reaching  suggestion,  it  would  be 
possible  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  to  so  disseminate  civic  and 
political  knowledge  as  to  develop  the  political  intelligence  of  the 
American  electorate  to  approximate  the  political  intelligence  of 
the  average  Greek  in  the  days  of  Pericles,  which,  on  good  author- 
ity, is  said  to  have  averaged  that  of  a  member  of  Parliament  or  of 
the  United  States  Congress.  This  result  could  all  the  more  easily 
be  achieved  if  our  homes,  our  press,  our  pulpits,  our  literary  dubs, 
our  Yoimg  Men's  and  Young  Women's  Christian  Associations  and 
our  civic  organizations  would  strongly  advocate  the  need  of  civic 
and  political  instruction,  and  suggest  ways  and  means  of  offering 
to  the  public  the  opportunity  to  get  sudi  training. 

What  is  the  matter  with  politics?  The  answer  is  brief.  The 
people  do  not  know  practical  politics,  and  this  lack  of  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  people  gives  the  political  "machine"  and  the  po- 
litical "boss"  their  opportunity.  Our  country  needs  a  campaign 
of  education:  needs  to  be  swept  by  a  great  deluge  of  civic  and 
political  information.  A  free  nation  demands  virtue  founded 
upon  intelligence. 
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By  ELelek  L.  Abbott,  The  Bubihiam  School, 

KOBTHAMPTON,  MaSS. 

HE  realization  of  our  responflibility  might  be  con- 
sidered axiomatic,  if  it  were  not  true  that  the  subject 
has  so  often  been  treated  with  lengthy  emphasis  by 
wise  and  good  men.  The  result  of  these  impressive 
essays  is  that  the  very  word  in  the  announcement 
of  a  subject  sends  over  us  shivers  of  apprehension. 
Heaven  knows  that  we  are  sufficiently  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  we  are  responsible.  We  are 
weighed  down— -oppressed — with  the  consciousness;  and  rare  is 
the  teacher  who  has  never  allowed  the  burden  to  disturb  the  se- 
renity of  her  school-room. 

But  we  are  not  responsible  for  twenty-four  hours  a  day  in  the 
child's  life,  and  we  have  all  reached  the  point  where  we  would 
agree  in  saying,  with  a  certain  formal  principal,  ^^As  a  teacher, 
I  refuse  to  be  held  to  account  for  the  work  of  the  home  and  the 
church."  These  institutions  have  their  work  in  the  social  plan, 
and  shonld  be  looked  to  for  results. 

Yet,  even  while  we  "lay  this  flattering  unction  to  our  souP*, 
we  realize  that  often,  finding  deficiencies,  we  feel  ourselves  re- 
sponsible for  what  might  more  properly  have  been  accomplished 
in  the  home  or  in  the  church.  "It  is  not  a  theory,  but  a  situation, 
which  confronts  us,''  and  the  only  thing  we  can  do  is  \o  take 
the  children  where  we  find  them  and  do  the  best  with  the  material 
at  our  disposal. 

In  limiting  the  subject  to  our  responsibility  in  the  school  room, 
we  exclude  the  relations  of  teacher  and  parent  and  of  teacher  and 
community,  to  ask  simply  what  we  are  properly  aiming  at  in  the 
school-room,  and  in  what  directions  we  may  expect  tangible  re- 
sults. The  purpose  of  the  school  is  to  prepare  for  adult  life,  or 
for  the  life  of  those  who  are  responsible  to  themselves  for  their 
own  living  and  to  society  for  the  method  of  living ;  and  while  school 
life  is  of  necessity  somewhat  sheltered  and  artificial,  the  nearer 
the  pupil  can  come  to  realizing  the  natural  relations  of  cause  and 
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effect,  the  better  prepared  he  will  be  to  look  for  causes  and  to 
meet  unmodified  effects  when  he  has  left  school  behind^  The 
yoimg  man  who  said  to  his  former  high  school  principal,  "Some- 
how I  find  that  things  outside  go  just  about  the  same  way,  in  gen- 
eral, that  they  did  in  school,''  was  paying  a  high  tribute  to  the 
efficiency  of  his  preparatory  school.  Whatever  will  best  prepare 
for  after  life  is  our  proper  aim  in  the  school-room. 

Let  us  shut  out  from  our  consideration  those  indefinable  results 
of  personality  which,  though  potent,  cannot  be  computed  or  calcu- 
lated upon.  One  teacher  may  appeal  most  strongly  to  one  pupil, 
another  teacher  to  another  pupiL  There  are  the  elect  for  each  of 
us,  and  even  with  them  we  cannot  expect  to  see  in  all  lines  imme- 
diate results  of  what  we  say  or  do. 

There  are,  however,  some  lines  in  which  it  seems  to  ine  that  im- 
mediate results  may  be  looked  for  with  confidence.  For  neatness, 
accuracy,  self-reliance,  and  courtesy,  only  a  steadfast  purpose  and 
patient  perseverance  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  are  necessary ;  for 
these  are  characteristics  whose  teaching  depends  upon  no  mysteri- 
ous or  unusual  endowment. 

These  qualities  are  not  exhaustive,  but  are  they  not  the  most 
essential  qualifications  for  success  in  business  and  in  the  social 
world  ? 

Yet  why  place  such  stress  upon  these  points  which  are  the 
most  ordinary  of  commonplaces  in  the  school?  Have  we  not 
taught  these  from  the  beginning  of  our  experience  ?  Let  us  ask 
oiirselves:  have  we?  Do  our  pupils  know  that  a  paper  whidi  is 
not  neat  will  never  be  accepted  by  us?  It  would  not  take  long 
for  them  to  learn  it 

Do  they  know  that  if  a  column  of  figures  is  added  wrong,  their 
example  is  good  for  nothing?  It  would  be  inexcusable  in  the 
business  world.  The  method  does  not  coimt  for  much  when  a 
book-keeper  cannot  make  his  accounts  balance.  It  is  possible  to 
make  pupils  accurate,  and  the  training  is  of  inestimable  value.  I 
have  seen  an  inaccurate  class  transformed  in  a  year  with  a  teadier 
who  insisted  on  this  principle.  Time?  Yes,  it  takes  time,  it 
takes  firmness,  it  requires  a  dogged  adherence  to  the  plan  marked 
out,  and  it  means  weariness  and  self-denial  for  both  teadier  and 
pupil.  But  the  results  are  worth  while.  Sometimes  our  results  are 
not  worth  while. 
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The  quality  of  self-relianoe  is  perhaps  the  one  of  which  we  are 
most  negligent^  but  it  is  of  no  small  importance.  It  is  vastly 
easier  to  think  for  our  pupils  than  to  make  them  think  for  them- 
selves. They  are  so  slow,  and  we  can  recite  so  much  better  than 
they  can.  But  the  greatest  thing  we  can  do  for  them,  intellectu- 
ally speaking,  is  to  stimulate  their  powers  of  thought,  and  give 
them  confidence  in  their  own  ability  to  think.  This  confidence 
is  the  basis  of  all  original  work.  It  comes  late  in  school  or  col- 
lege life  to  many,  and  perhaps  to  more  it  never  comes,  but  those 
who  have  it  are  the  men  and  women  who  accomplish  the  important 
work  of  the  world. 

How  can  we  put  self-reliance  into  our  pupils?  If  they  must 
find  their  own  mistakes,  they  will  soon  make  fewer.  ^^You  have 
misspelled  three  words  on  that  page,''  was  the  criticism  of  a  Phy- 
sics teacher  to  a  pupiL  '*Which  ones?"  "You  must  find  them; 
if  you  are  not  sure  of  some  of  those  words,  look  up  the  doubtful 
ones."  The  natural  inclination  of  the  human  mind  to  avoid  the 
dictionary  soon  led  to  greater  care  on  the  part  of  the  Physics  pupiL 

It  is  best  to  spend  some  of  our  precious  recitation  time  in  wait- 
ing  for  pupils  to  find  mistakes.  While  they  are  finding  them,  the 
recitation  may  seem  dull  to  a  visitor,  but  tiie  recitation  exists  for 
the  pupil.  To  me  there  is  no  more  encouraging  sight,  in  the  school- 
room than  a  group  of  silent  pupils  whose  intent  faces  show  that 
they  are  doing  their  own  thinking,  and  that  they  expect  to  reach  a 
conclusion.  When  I  find  this  li^t  upon  faces  where  I  have  never 
before  seen  it,  I  feel  like  saying,  "Qo  and  get  your  diploma;  the 
school  has  given  you  its  best" 

An  imperfect  result  which  represents  the  applied  power  of 
the  pupil  is  better  than  a  perfect  result  due  to  the  work  of  some 
one  else.  The  matter  of  reading  will  illustrate.  How  easily  will  a 
child  copy  the  tone  and  inflection  of  the  teacher,  with  no  gain  in 
the  power  of  original  interpretation !  In  compositions  have  you 
never  come  upon  meaningless  repetitions  of  your  own  words  and 
expressions,  the  substitution  of  sound  for  sense  ? 

And  the  last  of  the  four  virtues  is  courtesy,  even  that  courtesy 
which  St  Paul  had  in  mind  when  he  wrote,  ^^t  each  esteem  other 
better  than  themselves," — ^the  very  spirit  of  courtesy,  which  is 
higher  than  any  outward  forms.  I  am  sure  that  this  can  be  cul- 
tivated in  the  school-room. 
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The  child  responds  with  surprising  readiness  to  the  tone  and 
manner  of  the  grown-up  who  accosts  him.  He  imitates  with 
amusing  fidelity.  He  enjoys  being  treated  as  an  equal^  as  far  as 
possible.  . 

A  little  boy  and  his  sister  were  very  fond  of  visiting  a  neighbor's 
family,  '^hy  do  you  like  to  go  there  so  much?''  asked  their 
mother.  "What  do  you  do?  Do  you  play  games?"  "Oh,  no," 
was  the  reply,  "we  just  talk ;  but  they  treat  us  as  if  we  were  grown 
up.  They  say,  Wouldn't  you  be  more  comfortable  in  this  chair  V 
and  'Excuse  me'  when  they  go  in  front  of  us." 

Surely  we  shall  not  differ  on  the  value  of  a  courteous  bearing 
toward  a  child.  Bather  I  had  in  mind  a  su^estion  and  a  question 
as  to  the  teaching  of  certain  polite  forms  in  the  school-room. 
Much  depends,  of  course,  in  a  matter  of  this  nature,  on  the  home 
training  of  the  children,  and  specific  training  would  vary  with  the 
locality.  Bowing,  curtseying,  taking  off  the  cap,  are  exercises 
quite  in  order  in  the  primary  rooms,  where  the  children  s^m  to 
enjoy  the  fittle  ceremony  and  have  not  begun  to  feel  self-conscious. 
May  the  older  ones  not  be  taught  ^e  form  of  an  introducti(»i,  and 
also  how  to  introduce  themselves  ?  May  school  manners  in  general 
not  conform  more  closely  to  the  manners  of  life  outside  ?  There 
are  a  thousand  little  ways  which  will  occur  to  us  as  soon  as  we 
adopt  this  ideal. 

On  one  point  I  am  sure  we  shall  all  agree :  that  when  our  pupils 
shall  go  out  from  our  schools  with  a  reputation  for  uniting  courtesy 
with  neatness,  accuracy  and  self-reliance,  they  will  be  in  demand 
in  the  business  world,  and  they  will  f^l  that  the  schools  have  giv^ 
them  a  very  tangible  and  practical  preparation. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Public  Speaking  and  Dramatics  in  High  Schools 

By  J.  Mn.NOE  Dokey^  Head  of  the  English  Department^ 
High  School,  Trenton,  New  Jersey. 

■♦RAL  composition  is  coming  into  its  own.  Eng- 
lish  teachers  are  realizing  that  written  composition 
alone  is  not  a  panacea  for  all  the  iUs  of  expression, 
but  that  there  are  many  life  demands  npon  young 
people  for  which  only  considerable  drill  in  oral 
composition  can  prepare.  Beyond  the  writing  of  let- 
ters, the  percentage  of  opportunities  for  distinctive 
written  as  compared  to  oral  composi4:ion  is  at  least 
five  to  one.  Articles  for  the  newspapers,  reports  of  meetings,  papers 
read  before  societies,  and  the  like,  are  of  infrequent  demand.  But 
the  necessities  for  mental  alertness,  keen  discrimination,  for  a 
potent  memory,  concentration,  and  all  the  habits  of  logical  think- 
ing and  persuasive  speaking  which  impress  a  forceful  personality 
on  one's  environment  are  frequent  and  insistent.  A  great  deal  of 
oral  composition  in  class  work  is  imperative  to  this  end,  but  it  will 
not  suffice..  Every  high  school  should  support  its  English  compo- 
sition work  with  .a  weU  planned  and  enforced  course  in  public 
speaking. 

This  department  of  work  may  take  five  forms, — declamations, 
orations,  debates,  festival  day  observance,  and  dramatics.  Any  or 
all  of  these  are  efPectiye  in  making  articulate  the  habits  of  mind 
and  expression  indicated.  They  are  particularly  valuable  in  de- 
veloping vigorous  and  acceptable  personalities  in  the  pupils — an 
asset  most  in  demand  in  this  complex  age.  In  this  discussion  the 
function  and  method  of  each  will  be  treated. 

The  particular  function  of  public  speaking,  as  expressed  in  dec- 
lamations, orations,  and  debates,  is  to  cultivate  the  memory,  the 
powers  of  observation  and  distinction,  concentration  of  mind,  to 
develop  logical  habits  of  thinking,  to  awaken  an  appreciation  of 
ihfi  vigor  of  prose  and  the  beauty  of  poetry,  and,  above  all,  to  enable 
pupils  to  secure  ease  and  forcefuln^s  of  presence  in  conversation 
and  on  public  occasions.    Declamations,  the  first  to  be  treated, 
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in  the  elocutionary  sense,  are  of  dubious  merit  It  is  unwise  to 
expect  English  teachers  to  add  to  the  simpler  matters  of  efPective 
reading  aloud  the  useless  paraphernalia  of  elocution.  Pupils 
should  be  taught  in^  every  composition  and  literature  lesson  to  re- 
cite, read  or  declaim  passages  of  literature  with  ease,  force,  feeling, 
sincerity,  clear  enunciation,  and  accurate  pronunciation.  That 
is  all.  The  clap-trap  of  agonized  mouthii]^,  violent  emotional 
demonstrations,  and  superfluous  gesticulations  is  a  miasma  of  the 
past.  Specialists,  too,  are  obviously  tabooed.  Declamations  which 
bring  out  the  above  qualities,  however,  can  be  required  of  Eng- 
lish classes  in  the  first  three  years,  and  the  course  graded.  By 
the  third  year  pupils  should  appear  before  the  school  at  least 
twice  a  year.  Declamation  contests,  on  the  contrary,  for  the 
average  high  school,  are  of  doubtful  value.  The  sense  of  competi- 
tion only  enhances  the  tendency  to  excel  in  the  above  mentioned 
excesses.  In  this  way  the  real  values  of  declamatory  work  would 
be  perverted.  Let  the  teacher  instil  simplicity  of  style,  freedom 
from  mannerisms,  sincerity  of  conviction,  clear  enunciation,  and 
self-possession,  and  the  work  will  have  been  accomplished.  Bead- 
ing aloud,  of  course,  should  be  a  part  of  every  day's  duties.  Be- 
sides, all  teachers  should  insist  that  the  oral  recitation  be  judged 
by  the  same  standards  as  written,  grading  pupils  as  mudi  for 
manner  of  presentation  as  for  ideas.  The  greatest  emphasis  in 
thib  work  should  be  laid  in  the  third  year  where,  in  composition, 
narration  and  description  can  best  be  taught  in  detail,  and  in 
literature  the  technique  of  poetry,  the  novel,  and  the  drama. 

Orations  should  be  written  by  fourth  year  pupils  coincident 
with  their  composition  study  of  exposition  and  ai^ument,  not  be- 
fore, imless  such  pupils  are  well  advanced.  Orations  are  here 
considered  as  formal  public  addresses,  to  be  delivered  before  the 
class  or  the  school,  not  the  informal  talks  on  public  questions 
which  form  a  logical  part  of  oral  composition  work  in  class. 
Every  English  teacher  who  proposes  to  teach  exposition  and  argu- 
ment to  seniors  should  include  equipment  in  this  work.  "Not 
only  should  he  be  able  to  direct  pupils  in  the  art  of  analyzing  the 
masterpieces  of  oratory,  the  making  of  logical  outlines,  and  the 
writing  of  briefs,  but  he  should  know  how  to  drill  them  in  all  the 
devices  of  accomplished  oratory — ^position  of  body,  adequate  and 
sane  gestures,  voice  modulation  and  control,  and  all  the  tricks  of 
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persuasive  eloquence.  Every  senior  should  appear  before  the 
school  at  least  twice  during  ^e  year,  and  many  times  before  his 
dass.  Oratorical  contests,  however,  are  also  questionable,  for 
exaggerations,  wrong  emphasis,  and  theatrical  effects  are  likely 
to  creep  in,  as  well  as  inadvisable  themes  chosen*  High  school 
graduates,  not  one  in  ten,  may  ever  be  called  upon  to  stump  for  a 
candidate  or  address  a  meeting,  but  sound  drill  in  logical  think- 
ing and  forceful  delivery  of  ideas  inevitably  creates  leaders  in  a 
community. 

Class  and  public  debates  require  the  same  emphasis  and  treat- 
ment as  orations,  even  more  so.  The  give  and  take  of  debate  calls 
for  mental  alertness,  keen  and  rapid  discrimination,  and  a  tol- 
erance and  self-control  which  are  of  inestimable  value.  Fourth 
year  pupils  are  able  to  conduct  useful  and  spirited  debates, 
within  the  limitations  of  immature  minds  and  school  conditions. 
Here,  inter-dass,  society,  or  school  contests  are  commendable, 
for  the  stress  is  laid  not  so  much  on  tricks  of  delivery,  as  '^de- 
livery of  the  goods."  Fair  minded  judges  commend  adroit  reas- 
oning, mass  of  evidence,  and  effective  arrangement  first;  eloquent 
presentation  and  pleasing  utterance  second*  First  and  second  year 
pupils  are  usually  inccHnpetent  debaters.  Their  performances 
are  footless,  sad  spectacles,  in  the  main,  and  usuall^i^  wear  the 
garb  of  jarring  personalities  and  silly  invective.  They  only 
amuse  or  irritate  the  hearers,  and  work  injury  to  the  partici- 
pants and  the  pedagogy  involved. 

A  word  as  to  literary  societies.     Jn  the  form  commonly  ob- 
served in  the  average  hi^  school,  these  remnants  of  Friday  after- 
noon performances  of  the  district  school  are  not  mudi  of  an  im- 
provement.   First  and  second  year  pupils  still  struggle  in  debate 
with  the  questions  of  the  tariff,  woman  suffrage,  and  local  option, 
wallowing  about  in  a  vast  welter  of  meaningless  words.    ^'Ourrent 
events''  are  read  to  a  spiritless  class  with  little  recognition  of 
what  constitutes  news.    There  is  still  the  agonized  declamation, 
the  diaracterless  ^'reading,''  and  the  ever  stale  and  questionable 
joke  list    Do  away  with  all  this.    If  there  must  be  a  ''Literary 
Society",  create  two  rival  societies  in  the  senior  class,  making. 
membership  the  reward  of  excellent  class  work,  and  keeping  the 
work  consistent  with  the  minds  handling  it    If  the  lower  classes 
dmnoT  for  this  sort  of  organization,  lay  the  emphasis  on  mere 


Digitized  by 


Google 


94  g4iic€tlfw  #pr  5«pt^ml»«r  

dass  oyganmUoAf  Pci^ut  Idbe  diupa  to  r^^ol  ift  tibi«  mnm  (d 
wily;  devetop  m  tii^m  the,  spirit  of  piwtiod  mxA^X  b^fvw  by 
pioviiiDig  apporliUMtiefi  |wr  oivio  wvi  cshwritfi^bl^  eAt^xpriee.  Gw 
^  bow  4e^to4  to  tbU  woi4;  to  taotfid  kosonf  in  eibics  w^d 
patiiotiniu  ]!i(iiife  ihe  ^Potk  fad  t^teLr  E^Uab  bj  eat^bUi^uig 
Tending  civctefl,  ea^cbftoging  ideai  in  diflcu^aiaa.  M&l^e  it  idd 
l^ir  Matory  by  iwtituting  realistio  tripe  to  foreign  ab03PQa,  wider 
ihe  tiAtelilge  of  3»l^,  tinne-tablesy  pictures,  aneodotom  mi  l^enda* 
Make  the  literary  society  responsible  for  the  correct  obaervai^c^ 
of  national  bolidays.  la  this  way  pupila  will  receive  true  intel- 
lectual culture,  and  a  liyelier  find  more  beneficial  senaa  of  ^laii 
unity,  with  bi^r  «eal  for  practical  iJtruiam. 

This  brings  us  to  our  ne^  topic,  tbe  function  and  treafem^t 
of  festivals.  AU  am  agireed  thftt  l^e  oonventicAial  metbods  of  inv 
poresaing  on  pupils  the  salient  facti  about  the  Thanksgiving  season, 
Washington,  Lincoln,  and  the  Civil  War,  are  exhausted.  We  still 
rfM^sack  the  libraries  for  new  ^^pieoes  to  sspeak" ;  we  listen  to  ^ 
same  misguided  orators  or  yawn  over  the  perennial  aneedotes 
of  veterans.  Why  not  stop  ^kis  too!  It  is  hif^  time  we  tricid 
something  else.  Surely  we  all  reciogni^  the  signiSeanee  of  these 
oeeasions.  Indeed^  many  schools  add  to  the  above.  Peace  Xkay, 
Ohristmns  and  Easter  observance,  Hay  Day,  Harvest  Home,  Flag 
Day,  Patriot's  Day,  eta  We  all  know  that  only  throu^  t^ese 
occasions  are  we  led  to  that  sol&Bim  sense  of  the  saeredness  of  the 
past,  the  heritage  of  its  heroes  and  wise  mm>  snd  &at  radical 
continuity  we  ti^  such  infinite  pains  to  preserve.  I<et  u%  tlien, 
give  this  work  greater  imd  more  intelligent  zeal  Bend^  tmto 
the  eburdi  and  1^  city  wiiat  is  tbeii>s,  but  let  tiie  soj^iola  seleol 
only  those  celebrations  its  wise  demo<»acy  can  best  e^isimpli^ 
striving  each  year  for  dearer  and  more  <tesirable  poortraititie. 
There  is  abundant  evideaoe  that  revivals  of  iMstorie  seoMS,  96* 
productions  of  celebrated  events,  pageants,  tableau  repiesentatiaA 
of  crucial  instances  in  national  and  literary  history,  oentMsIs  in 
ancient  and  modem  conditions,  are  fast  supplanting  iks  eMven-r 
tional  celebrations  of  the  past.  Let  this,  then,  be  fte  modem 
form  of  festival  day  observance.  Let  the  tea<diers  coSqperate  with 
the  pupils;  let  the  music,  art,  and  manual  training  departments 
lend  a  hand,  and  out  of  wholly  local  conditions  the  most  inspiring 
imd  memorable  events  can  he  reproduced,  and  mont  instruetivs 
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loMcma  teiigjht  It  tekat  ivork;  but  it  i»  frorth  it,  efnax  if  onljr 
one  f eetiral  a  yeiur  be  ocmsidexedL  'Endk  raoeeediiig  year  can  yfA¥ 
BMt  mefw  atteempts  ixi  untrod  fidda. 

iOie  plaoe  of  draxaatiQs  in  the  high  gchool  pro^pam  la  tiie  next 
logioal  oonsideratkaiy  being,  as  it  is,  but  an  emanation  and  en<- 
laigement  of  the  modern  q[>irit  of  leetival  oelebration.  Diamaties 
have  won  a  seoognised  plaee  in  high  lohool  work.  Not  a  aehool 
but  what  offers  to  the  admixing  public  some  amateur  pzoduction 
during  the  school  year.  In  many  schools  all  classes  have  their 
^^play",  and  the  efforts  to  make  the  enterprise  suooessful  and 
artistic  axe  often  most  elaborate  and  prof esaionaL  The  ban  has 
hem  taken  from  the  drama^  now  that  we  reoogniae  its  educational 
Talue.  Obviously  the.  best  way  to  study  Shakespeare  is  to  study 
him;  the  development  of  much  that  we  hold  sirred  in  churchy 
society,  and  state  is  best  apprehended  by  a  study  of  the  history  of 
the  drama.  School  dramatics  not  only  serve  all  the  interests  of 
elocution,  and  more  intelligently  all  the  habits  of  mind  and  ex- 
pression it  is  the  opportimity  of  public  speaking  to  produce,  but 
a  gfeat  deal  more.  The  complex  demands  made  upon  one  in  act- 
ing the  mental  aleortness,  the  initiative,  esprit  de  corps,  enter* 
prise,  bodily  and  facial  movement,  the  close  study  of  human  na- 
ture requiml,  the  obligation  to  put  oneself  in  another's  place, 
and  the  general  versatile  adaptability  demanded  are  of  the  greatest 
consequence  in  making  a  p&racm  conscious  of  his  powers,  adept  in 
Using  them,  and  full  of  the  knowledge  of  life  and  human  nature. 
If  you  would  have  pupils  kind,  honest,  charitable,  winsome,  vir- 
tuous, hi^ininded,  and  unselfish,  let  them  study  these  qualities 
as  portrayed  in  famous  <£araoters  of  drama.  If  you  would  have 
them  shun  malice,  theft,  dishonor,  self-isieekiag,  craft,  and  hy- 
pocrisy, let  them  portray  these  attributes,  and  they  will  be  for- 
ever after  anathema  to  them. 

In  ordei<  to  get  the  beet  results  it  is  advisable  that  schools  pre- 
seribe  &e  place  of  dramatics  in  their  work  and  adhere  to  the 
plan  best  suited  to  given  conditions.  Generally  speaking  two 
plays  a  yeat  are  sufficient;  with  a  policy  of  one,  better  work  can 
be  d(me  and  no  other  department  or  interest  hampered.  The 
play  should  b^  given  by  members  of  the  senior  class,  or  by  the 
I^ramatic  Society  of  the  school  In  every  case  some  competent 
En^ish  teacher  should  have  charge — ^never  a  professional,  unless 
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incidentally.  There  is  no  objection  to  employing  a  local  theatre 
where  school  conditions  are  inadequate,  but  the  spirit  of  the  work 
should  be  distinctly  amateur  and  scholastic,  and  therefore  under 
complete  scholastic  control.  Types  of  plays  to  be  given  will  vary 
with  conditions.  From  "The  Private  Secretary"  to  "Antigone'^ 
is  a  far  cry,  yet  some  schools  seem  capable  of  giving  only  the 
former,  while  the  latter  in  other  schools  is  a  natural  outlet  for 
this  work.  In  the  main,  there  is  little  value  in  the  farce,  melo- 
drama, or  any  other  form  of  concentrated,  piffle  which  strew  the 
pages  of  the  amateur  play  publisher,  though  real  comedy,  com- 
pelling a  practical  knowledge  of  certain  essential  human  traits  is 
commended.  Far  better  the  spiritual  culture  derived  in  inter- 
preting what  will  always  be  beautiful  because  of  its  austere 
elusiveness,  than  easily  compreh^ded  sentimentality  or  buf- 
foonery. 

And  there  should  be  some  objective  in  any  school  giving  such 
an  amount  of  time  for  such  work — something  ulterior,  something 
more  commendable  than  reanimating  a  depleted  class  treasury, 
or  providing  for  some  lark  or  "spread."  Let  a  substantial  admis- 
sion fee  be  charged,  and,  when  expenses  are  paid,  let  the  money 
go  to  the  school  as  a  class  memorial  for  decorating  the  sdiool 
walls,  providing  books  for  the  school  library,  endowing  a  course 
of  study,  a  scholarship,  or  a  lecture  course.  Young  people  are 
easily  aroused  to  the  biniefits  of  such  social  service;  they  are  bet- 
ter off  in  spirit,  and  the  school  is  better  off  in  equipment  and 
kindly  regard.  Before  this  phase  of  the  matter  is  closed  a  word 
should  be  added  about  dramatizations.  Much  valuable  work  in 
dramatics  can  be  done  by  the  pupils  themselves  in  dramatizing 
classics,  such  as  Tennyson's  "The  Princess",  Scott's  "The  Lady 
of  the  Lake",  Blackmore's  'fLoma  Doone",  etc  Often  the  ^most 
sensible  review  of  a  text  is  to  have  various  sections  memorized 
and  recited  in  dialogue  form  before  the  class.  Even  here  much 
time  may  be  profitably  spent  in  perfecting  details,  to  the  fuller 
joy  and  profit  of  all  participants.  The  drama  is  here  to  stay.  It 
is  foolish  to  combat  the  theatre  as  a  social  force.  A  sane  and 
healthy  couise  in  this  study  in  the  schools  will  develop  more  useful 
personalities  and  will  lead  to  ri^t  conceptions  and  treatment  of 
the  drama  in  ccmimunity  life,  will  produce  greater  intelligence 
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and  taste  in  the  choice  of  plays,  and  will  be  the  ri^t  sort  of 
moral  f oroe  in  furthering  the  best  interests  of  people. 

It  is  difSeolt  to  recommend  a  list  of  books  on  aU  these  subjects 
which  will  please  alL  Tastes  differ;  conditions  differ,  and  the 
number  of  books  extant  is  beyond  compute.  The  following  bib- 
liography, however,  is  chosen  because  it  contains  material  with 
which  teachers  are  acquainted.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  books 
are  arranged  according  to  departments  of  work,  that  some  maga* 
zines  and  magazine  articles  are  mentioned,  and  that  some  spe- 
cific ^^ieces"  and  plays  are  recommended. 

DECLAMATIONS.  "How  to  Speak  in  PubUc",  Grenville 
Eleiser,  Funk  &  Wa^ialls.  ''How  to  Bead  and  Declaim",  the 
same.  ''How  to  Develop  Personality",  the  same.  "Handbook  of 
Best  Beadings",  Clark,  Scribner's.  Shoemaker's  Collections, 
Penn.  Pub.  Co.  "School  Speaker",  Hyde,  Ginn  &  Co.  "The 
Speaking  Voice",  Everts,  Harpers.  "The  Province  of  Expres- 
sion", Curry,  Boston  School  of  Expression.  "High  School  Educa* 
tion",  Johnston,  Scribner's,  (which  contains  an  ample  bibliogra- 
phy.) Scenes  from  "The  Tale  of  Two  Cities",  "Loma  Doone", 
"The  Idylls  of  the  King",  "Julius  Cflpsar",  "Henry  V",  Browning's 
poems,  Milton's  "Paradise  Lost",  Longfellow's  "Morituri  Saluta- 
mus".  The  Book  of  Buth,  "London",  by  Lamb,  scenes  from  mod- 
em historical  novels,  or  dramatic  short  story  writers,  such  as 
London,  Sapling,  or  Bennett,  scenes  from  the  Greek  tragedies, 
etc 

PUBLIC  SPEAKIJTG.  "PubUc  Speaking",  Shurter,  Allyn 
&  Bacon.  "Argument  and  Debate",  Duncan,  Denney,  McEinney, 
the  American  Book  Co..  "Oral  Composition",  Education,  31: 
449.  "Power  to  Think  Straight",  Nation,  91:  333.  "Forms 
of  Public  Address",  Baker,  Ginn  &;  Co.  "Extemporaneous  Ora- 
tory", Buckley,  Methuen.  "Hints  on  Writing  and  Speech  Mak- 
ing", Higginson,  Longmans.  "How  to  Gtesture",  Ott,  Hinds  & 
Noble.  "The  World's  Famous  Orations",  Bryan,  Funk  &  Wag- 
nalls.  "Select  Orations  Ulustrating  American  History",  Hard- 
ing, Macmillan.  "Intercollegiate  Debates",  Pearson,  Hinds  & 
Noble.  The  Speaker,  a  quarterly  magazine  by  Pearson.  "Mas- 
terpieces of  Modem  Oratory",  Shurter,  Ginn  &  Co.  "How  to 
Attract  and   Hold   an  Audience",  Esenwein,  Hinds  &;  Noble. 
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f'EmmiMi  of  Pid)lio  BpeaUng^  Ibf  S^ccttidiiBii^  SduMds'^  Fi]J«M 
and  Trueblood,  GiAii  Ar  O04 

FBSTIVAliS.  'Tky*^,  AAgdl,  Littte,  Bfotm'  ft  Co.  '^olk 
Bintflw'V  Biwehwid,  Bbstoti  Mittio  Go.  "Book  of  t>ayte",  CBttttn- 
boifB.  ^TThe  Bwmiatic  Fedti^F',  CJwtig,  Ptoftiatti'ft.  "Holy  Dayti 
tad  SoUdAys",  Deem,  Punk  ft  Wagnalls.  "Historical  Pageant*'', 
MilleA  "Fefltlval",  Chubb,  Cyclopedia  of  Educdtion,  Vol  11. 
**Type«  of  School  Festivals'',  Manny,  Elementary  School  Teacher, 
IQttdi,  1907.  "Holiday  Selections",  Kice.  "Folk  Festivals", 
Needham.    "Festivals  and  Plays",  Chubb,  Saints. 

DRAMATICS.  "The  Di^ama,  its  Laws  and  Technique", 
Woodbridge.  "Study  of  the  Drama",  MatAews.  'rDnunattoa- 
tions  of  Novels",  Matthews.  "Dttunatieations",  Wilstach,  The 
Dial,  38 :6.  "The  Art  of  Playwriting",  Hennequin,  "The  Ameri- 
can Playwright",  W.  T.  Price.  A  few  modem  plays:  ^Ttfioe 
and  Men",  "An  American  Citi«en",  "Lend  me  Fivtf  ShilMngi", 
**Nephew  or  Uncle",  ^'Mistress  Penelope".  Of  course  Shakes- 
peare, Goldsmith,  Sheridan,  Tennyson,  Longfellow,  Howells,  a 
little  of  the  Greek;  Jones,  and  Ibsen. 
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What  Dots  it  GMt  to  BvM  a  College?* 

PbOVBSSOB  WaLLAOB  ^.   StEABNS,  I^JlAQO  OoiXEGXy 

Fasoo,  Nobth  Dakota. 

T  may  seem  strange  that  one  dtdy  oocupied  dioiUd 
torn  aside  to  dkeoBs  this  tb^me.  The  anomaly, 
however,  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  such 
matters  wete  for  a  timid  oui^  porti<m,  by  the  f axst 
that  there  is  an  ever-present  effort  to  multiply  col- 
leges at  the  expense  of  merit,  and,  further,  by  the 
fact  that  the  question  has  been  squarely  put — 
'^What  does  it  cost  to  found  a  college  V^ 
The  problem  is  three-fold:  endowment,  plant,  and  maintenance. 
It  stuids  to  reason  that  success  depends  upon  a  live  community 
comfortably  housed  and  put  above  the  worry  attendant  upon  un- 
certainty. We  begin  in  reverse  order  the  consideration  of  the 
items  mentioned  above.  After  all,  a  college  faculty  is  not  to  be 
built  up  by  creating  places  and  then  filling  *them,  but  rather  by 
securing  the  deivices  of  aide  tnen.  Allow&uce  mtist  be  fiiade, 
howeter,  i6f  a  few  stdndiifd  prof e&boy&hips,  coVeHng  dUbjects  fun- 
damentsd  to  the  work  of  such  an  institution.  We  venture  the 
following,  for  example,  as  a  minimum  list: 


]Pro: 


I^ysics  and  Chemistry 

Mathematics  and  Astronomy 

Zoology,  Botany,  (jjeology 

American  Sistory,  £coBomics« 

Eun»>ean  History 

Tingltsh  literature, » . . . 

Ythetoric,  !E!ngIi8h  Composition,. ...... 

Uodem  Languages  and  Literature.^. 
Aneient  Languagee  and  Literature. . . 

•  Wp  AM  Monntliif  thlf  artlote  fi^m  the  Jilne  nutober  of  "Bdu<iatUm''  be- 
^tiie  df  a  ibOM  tiiif^Flttiklti  bkiiid«^  trh^O'dV  the  di^Wtntf  iM^t>ftrea  by  Pt6f. 
fteafB*  aii4  jtonstitHtt^f  an  es4enUal  tert  orhlii  article^  wajt  omitted  In  that 
iuSbef.  It  Hi  004  oFraoiie  ttnAc<»Uiit«»M  Arid  lAidxbuMLbld  bUinais)-b  whl<«H  be- 
CftffonaUy  happen  In  printing  and  editorial  offices.  We  hdvB  nd  self  Justification 
to  oi^fcr  Ita  ooeurrence:  btit  we  make  what  amends  Wis  can  to  thd  Author  arid 
to  our  readers,  by  publishing  the  article  in  proper  form  at  this  first  available 

^fl^^^^^^^'  -13dHo#  Of  •»ttaUteatiOIL" 


'essor    Instructor 
1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40  Education  for  September 

Philosophy,  Sociology,  Ethics 1 

Education,  Psychology 1 

Biblical  Literature,  Ancient  History,  Be- 

ligious  Education 1 

Art,  History  of  Art 1 

Household  Science 1 

Manual  Training 1 

Physical  Director  for  Men,  C!ollege  Phy- 
sician   ; 1 

Physical   Director   for   Women,    College 

Nurse 1 

We  thus  have  a  total  of  fourteen  professors  and  six  instructors 
of  some  rank  below  that  of  full  professor.  Allowing  for  a  mini- 
mum of  $1500  a  year  for  a  professorship,  and  $1000  a  year  for  an 
instructorship,  we  have  a  total  as  follows: 

President    $2,600.00 

14  Professors  at  $1600 21,000.00 

6  Instructors  at  $1000 6,000.00 

Additumdl  Service : 

Engineer  (and  fitter)  at  $76  a  montib. 900.00 

Supt  of  Buildings,  Carpenter,  at  $60 600.00 

Total,  $31,000.00 

To  the  above  must  be  added  for  fuel,  upkeep  of  buildings,  jani- 
tor service,  stationery  and  stenc^raphic  service,  telephone,  repairs, 
support  of  libraries  and  laboratories,  insurance,  advertising,  and 
kindred  expenses,  say  '$9,000.00.  A  prosperous  conservatory 
would  soon  be  self-supporting,  and  need  not  be  added  to  necessary 
provisions  in  the  buc^t    Total  $40,000.00. 

Buildings  and  grounds  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  provide  in 
advance  for  growth,  unity  in  design,  and  changing  conditions.  A 
twenty-acre  campus  is  a  modest  estimate.  Else  there  will  ere 
long  be  a  jumble  of  buildings,  a  cluttered  up  campus,  and  dis- 
torted prospect  due  to  changing  plans.  The  buildings  of  a  college 
group  about  five  points:  Library,  Laboratory  and  Eecitation,  Dor- 
mitory, Eecreation,  and  Worship  and  Assembly.  An  ideal  ar- 
rangement might  be: * 

*A  start  could  be  made  with  buildings  3,  4,  9  (power  house).  The  next  to 
be  added  would  be  2,  6,  and  7. 
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The  character  of  the  ccmatmctiaii  of  the  buildingB  muat  be 
omaidereoL  In  America  we  are  too  fond  of  building  up  to  be 
burned  down.  Better  a  slower  growth  materially,  and  a  better 
product  The  time  is  soon  here  when  nothing  leas  than  fireproof 
oonatruction  will  be  tolerated.  For  the  less  important  structures 
slow-burning  construction  might  do.  The  provision  of  heat  and 
light  from  a  central  plant — ^the  only  wise,  economical  method — 
reduces  danger  and  risk  to  a  minimuTn. 

From  the  outset  there  should  be  an  effort  made  at  uniformity 
in  s^le  and  plan.  This  is  not  a  luxury,  but  a  sane  attempt  at 
economy.  Perhaps  no  style  of  architecture  more  fully  combines 
simplicity,  dignity,  economy,  and  usefulness  than  the  Jacobean, 
a  mode  of  architecture  gaining  favor  and  currency. 

A  last  step,  and  most  important,  is  endowment '  Gifts,  plans, 
hopes,  and  success  all  depend  on  the  idea  of  permanence.  Show 
men  of  wealth  that  there  is  room  and  a  need  and  the  promise 
of  enduring,  and  gifts  will  follow.  Show  the  public  that  there  is 
an  assurance  of  permanence;  and  students  will  enroll.  Demon- 
strate an  ability  to  maintain  excellence  in  standards  and  work, 
and  success  is  assured.  Our  budget,  $40,000  calls  for  adjust- 
ment An  enrollment  of  two  hundred  students,  we  will  assume, 
in  Arts  at  an  annual  tuition  and  incidental  fee  of  twenty-five 
dollars: 
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200  Btudente  tt  $26*00.  •..».....».  i. .rs$ft,O00i00 

100  students  in  dotmitorieB  at  $8  a  mo.  ior  10  months,.  8^000.00 

'  •  •" "^ 

$18,000.00 

$40,000  (budget)  —  $18,000  =  $27,000. 

$27,000  on  the  five  per  cent  basis  =  $27,dOO  X  20  =  $g4O,00O, 

neeeesaiy  endowment 

B^din^  shoiUd  reptesent  melfioyt&Is.  The  best  way  to  te- 
member  the  departed  is  to  render  a  service  to  thd  Uving.  Esti- 
mated cost  of  btdldiligs  as  per  plan: 

1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  each  $50,000 $^60,000.00 

6,  8,  each  $40,000 80,000.00 

7,  9,  each  $26,000. 60^000.00 

Total,  $880,000.00 
WiA  groondi  artaaffed. ..  w^ 20,000.00 

■■■•■>■■■* 

Total  ]>laat,  $400,00<K00 

ikdowmeat   .  i  .>...»..  w .$64(^000.00 

m  n  Mil  I  ■—— i^i^^ 

Qfaad  totals  $040^000.00 

It  is  easy  to  work  out  tfae  problem  on  paper.  To  many  a 
ttma^i^  ctdle^  president  tlui  j^lan  may  s^m  dumericaL  But 
figures  cannot  lie.  The  plain  facta  cannot  be  dodged  or  dtkded. 
'And  wise  management  tod  darefti  economy  will  yM  be  needed 
to  save  a  wotkii^  mai^  for  library  and  Idboratoriee-'-the  heaM 
and  lungs  of  a  coUegs  Worthy  of  a  name. 
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TkOf  The  UnreMsting 

'Bt  OtLbmar  Cosnuotit,  ITiftvttdnnr  of  North  Dakota. 

T  was  &  aomid  thinker  that  de&ied  A  sooimdrel  ts 
<me  who  follows  the  line  of  letsl  feeiirt»&oe.  This 
path,  as  BiSKloIf  Diroks  has  said,  is  the  one  con- 
stantly traveled  by  Tito.  In  him  GeoTge  Miot  hn 
giten  ns  mcupe  than  what  Swinhntne  c^SIm  ''the 
anatomioal  demonstration  of  every  prooesa  throng 
whioh  a  soul  may  pass  in  the  eonMS  of  deoimipo- 
^  nticm;'^  more  Ihan  a  ^^thoron^  and  triumphant 
espoaition  of  spiritual  decay" :  ^e  has  scmnded  a  warning  against 
evil  ditfl,  ev^  in  Ae  abe^oe  of  malioe,  ea&  apring  inm  an  tn* 
iW«rving  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  seUslmess.  '^What,  loofcisd 
at  closely,  is  the  end  of  life/'  he  asks  himself,  '^ut  t^  eltfaoC  the 
ntmoat  snm  of  pleasnref  He  wants  'Ikis  wwld  cttiduoned  with 
^alM^^'-affid  catea  little  how  he  iecmres  tho  upholstery. 

The  mih<a  clearly  re^etis  her  purpose  is^  portraying  Tito  wW 
Ae  pnta  £ato  the  month  of  S<»Mla  this  stdhimary  of  hU  AxttaObf: 
^1  believe,  when  I  first  knew  him,  he  nefter  thou^t  of  anythfiag 
emel  or  basa  But  because  he  tried  to  alip  away  f^nmi  everything 
thftt  vras  nnpleasant,  and  cared  lor  nothing  elie  so  much  as  hi& 
•«m  it&ty,  he  eati^o  at  last  to  commit  seme  of  the  bsiest  dseilB 
it^'suidi  aa  mate  men  inlamMS.^ 

It  it  piobably  Hib  betfayid  of  this  parpoie  diat  Swinbortts  has 
in  ttdnd  when,  witihont  ^dng  reastm^  he  eomplainii  of  ^the 
pfeMlMf^a  W  lecturer's  aim"  in  Ite  chaWMerica^on  of  tiVo. 
Thod^  tiuM  may  ecew  betntyali  of  this  natttre^  ^tf  ca& 
ioaMily  be  said  at  any  ^ae  to  offend  IMevary  taste.  We  mnet 
gnmt  tho  novelist  some  latSfude^  else  wt  shtB  hate  ft  ehronidie 
sttd  sot  a  piece  of  icti<m«^ 

III  the  beginn^  Tito  is  neiiSier  good  nor  bad;  he  ia  merely 
trnten^ted.  But  his*  huMi  selfishness,  bolstered  by  a  dangmma 
phSomfi^  of  ttfe,  foaidshes  a  ready  field  fbr  moral  disint^ra^ 
tion.  The  prewmro  of  dromnitanees  socm  forces  him  to  base 
deeds;  and  these  deeds  in  turn  react  upon  his  diaracter.    As  the 
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net  draws  tighter,  he  is  driven  to  more  desperate  measures ;  and 
with  each  downward  step,  the  next  becomes  easier.  He  simply 
falls  according  to  the  nemo  repente  principle. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  the  author  adjusts  the  temptation 
to  the  necedsitjy  and  the  man  to  both.  A  first,  Baldassarre  is 
probably  dead:  why  engage  in  a  fruitless  search?  By  the  time 
news  comes  that  his  former  guardian  is  alive,  Tito  has  convinced 
himself  that  there  is  no  call  of  duty  in  that  direction.  Warned 
by  his  encounter  with  Fra  Luca,  he  disposes  of  the  last  ring  in 
order  to  prevent  a  similar  recognition  in  the  future.  When  the 
prisoner  clutches  his  arm,  Tito  feels  that  he  has  burned  his 
bridges  bdiind  him,  and  the  impulse  is  to  say:  ^^A  madman, 
surely.'*  Similarly,  it  is  self-preservation  that,  during  the  Ru- 
cellai  supper,  forces  him  again  to  deny  his  foster  father.  This 
time,  however,  he  is  driven  to  the  unpleasant  necessity  of  caus- 
ing Baldassarre's  imprisonment  But  he  does  not  even  debate 
the  matter:  frequent  friction  with  the  moral  law  has  made  him 
quite  callous. 

In  Tito's  relations  with  Tessa,  a  similar  process  is  followed: 
a  pleasant  acquaintance ;  the  mock  marriage,  celebrated  when  he 
believes  that  his  real  love  is  hopeless ;  and  finally,  the  partial  ful- 
filment of  the  marital  vows  in  order  to  avoid  another  unpleasant- 
ness— ^that  of  disappointing  the  poor,  trusting  cantadina. 

He  is  alienated  from  Bomola  in  the  same  way.  At  first  he  neg> 
lects  her  in  order  to  pursue  his  selfish  pleasures ;  he  sells  her 
father's  library  to  provide  the  means  for  a  possible  flight  from 
Florence;  he  resolves  to  desert  her  when  he  finds  that  the  nobility 
of  her  nature  is  likely  to  interfere  with  his  political  intrigues. 

And  in  these  intrigues  his  conduct  is  governed  by  the  same*  prin- 
ciple— ^ill-will  against  no  man,  but  safety  and  self-aggrandize- 
ment at  all  costs.  While  in  the  employ  of  the  Piagnoni  he  acts 
as  agent  of  the  Mediceans  so  that  ^Vhatever  party  comes  upper- 
most, he  may  be  secure  of  favor  and  money."  For  this  reasoii 
he  aids  the  Arrabbiati  against  Savonarola.  Later,  in  self-defense 
he  betrays  his  Medicean  friends.  In  that  final  dastardly  coup 
against  tlie  Dominican,  he  is  again  guided  by  the  ultima  ratio 
of  all  his  actions — self-preservation. .  He  expects  by  this  treacher- 
ous act  to  insure  his  early  departure  from  Florence:  "many  cir- 
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comstances  besides. his  own  weariness  of  the  place  told  him  that 
it  was  time  to  be  gone.'' 

Diircks  puts  this  question :  '^A  slight  divergence  in  the  line  of 
fate,  and  might  not  Tito  have  developed  into  a  responsible  and 
honorable  manhood ;  or  was  he  like  a  beautiful  flower  which  c&n 
distil  nothing  but  corruption  and  poison  ?"  The  first  alternative 
seems  hardly  possible,  unless  we  can  imagine  a  life  in  which  there 
is  no  unpleasantness  to  be  avoided  at  the  expense  of  virtue.  Is 
there  any  condition  of  life  devoid  of  temptations  to  selfishness? 
Are  we  to  believe  that  a  man  ^'destitute  of  that  dread  .  .  .  felt 
by  the  mass  of  mankind  simply  as  a  vague  fear  at  anything 
which  is  called  wrong-doing''  could  ever  have  a  ^'line  of  fate" 
that  would  lead  him  to  an  'honorable  manhood  ?" 


The  Creed  of  an  American  Schoolboy 

Mabion  Fbakcbs  Browk,  Boston^  Mass. 

I  Bblieve  in  my  country  and  my  state^  in  the  nobility  and  purity  of 
American  men  and  women,  and  in  the  greatness  of  American 
heroes  of  yesterday  and  today. 

I  BsuETB  in  the  right  and  justice  of  submitting  myself  willingly  to 
all  authority  higher  than  m^  own: — ^to  the  laws  of  my  country, 
my  state,  and  my  commimity,  and  to  the  will  of  my  parents 
and  my  teachers. 

I  Believb  in  the  strength  of  union,  in  noble  and  lasting  friendships, 
and  in  the  beauty  of  loyalty  and  love. 

I  Believb  in  truth  and  kindness,  in  the  efficacy  of  education,  in 
war  when  the  cause  is  just  and  in  love  for  peace  at  all  times. 

I  Believe  that  it  lies  within  my  power,  by  being  true  to  myself  and 
to  my  principles,  to  help  place  the  America  of  the  future  upon 
a  higher  pedestal  than  she  has  ever  been  before. 

I  Believe  that  the  boys  and  girls  of  today  shall  become  noble  men 
and  women  of  a  great  tomorrow^  and  that  the  American  Nation 
shall  stand  first  and  foremost  in  the  onward  march  of  humanity. 
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£conoiny  in  the  Kindergarten 

By  Ani^ie  Cooudgk  Rust,  Fboi^bbl  School  of  KiNDE9a4BT9?T 

ITOiBMAL   OlASSSS,    BoflTOH,    MaSS. 

T  is  a  source  of  regret  thitt  the  xami.  reaaou  whj 
cities  and  towBs  have  given  up  the  kin<tergairtenf 
whioh  they  have  tried  as  an  experiment  is  tbisi 
namely,  "It  is  too  expensive."  XTndenhtedly  many 
have  been  carried  on  too  expensively  and  mnoh 
against  Froebers  ideas  and  wishes.  One  great  laot 
and  truth  he  wished  the  child  to  learn  is  that  in  na- 
ture nothing  is  wasted.  There  is  only  constant  trans- 
formation and  change.  The  fall  leaves,  for  instance,  which  are 
generally  spoken  of  as  "dead^'  (a  wrong  term  to  use  before  the 
child  at  any  time)  the  little  child  should  learn  to  think  of  as 
having  finished  their  work  on  the  trees  and  bushes,  thus  making 
the  whole  world  beautiful ;  but  as  now  fulfilling  another  mission 
— ^that  of  covering  the  ground  and  there  not  only  serving  as  a 
protection  to  the  plants,  but  also  gradually  mingling  with  the 
soil,  and  with  the  help  of  the  earth-worms,  becoming  ground 
up  and  enriching  the  soil,  thus  helping  the  growth  of  the  parent 
trees  and  the  new  leaves  of  next  spring.  They  are  thus  not  dead 
or  wasted,  but  simply  changed,  transformed  in  the  great  labora- 
tory of  nature.  This  idea  can  be  illustrated  in  many  ways.  In 
regard  to  the  kindergarten,  first  the  child  must  be  eonsid^ced; 
for  the  well-furnished  rooms  and  abundance  of  material  do  not 
make  the  kindergarten.  The  children,  and  the  life  between  the 
inspired  kindergartner  and  the  children,  yes,  the  unseen  life,  is 
what  makes  the  kindergarten.  The  spirit,  not  the  letter,  rules. 
It  is  not  a  mechanical  performance. 

If  the  child  be  met  in  the  right  way,  each  one  psychologically 
imderstood,  there  will  be  a  tremendous  saving  and  economy  of 
native  energy — of  the  energising  power,  the  self-activity,  the 
selfhood.  If  the  child  has  the  kindergajrten  system  as  a  whole  at 
least  two  years,  from  four  to  six  years  of  age;  or,  if  a  normal 
child,  whidb  I  am  now  thinking  about,  from  three  to  six,  instead  of 
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}wt  a  matdh  ^f  ift  lof  g  few  inontbn,  it  mi  a  ttroAg  l^m  iw  hk 
futuie  study  and  life  woek.  It  will  b^^  torn  time  ^eiui  or  lopve 
in  the  MK>rk  loUowing  ibe  lond^rgarten  9g^  Why)  Becau^  ha 
fmk  himaelf,  ao  to  eq^ieak,  or  hia  be^t  oelf  in  tiM  kuid^ffga^^teiu 
He  ia  fiee,  aeiU-eaiitKoIled,  tbroug^  obedieme  to  the  lawa  of  hla 
natwe  and  the  gfeat  law  of  love,  whiob  petr Tades  tiie  k^iudergai^tm 
to  suoh  an  extant  that  the  diUd^en  all  ahaorb  ^hia  i^iiit  and 
loTO  te  do  wbateyeiT  baa  to  be  done.  Tbey  leam  to  wrre  otb^ra; 
nnoonaoionalj  each  ehild  haa  found  bimfelf »  baa  beeome  self -oc^^ 
trolled,  which  ia  ibe  bigbeat  foraoa  of  diaeipUne,  enabling  him  to 
Hiaat€0r  difficnltiea,  to  do  the  wosk  assigned  bim  in  a  giYen  im»f 
and  to  love  woik  and  choose  to  do  that  which  ia  ri^t  He  baa 
leaivied  bow  to  find  out  things  lor  bimaelf  .  Tbia  ia  because  H^ 
true  Icindorgaitiier  ahows  ox  tells  the  child  nothing,  but  lea<b  him 
to  diaooYcr  thinga.  His  mind  then  grasps  the  object  and  it  is  his 
knowledge  because  it  is  aj^perceiTed.  It  is  assimilated  knowledge* 
In  other  words,  he  learns  how  to  study,  to  think,  and  is  then  well 
prepared  for  his  primary  and  other  grades.  He  also  leams 
things  eonneeied^,  relatiyely,  and  sees  them  as  elements  c$  wholes, 
and  the  relations  of  wholes  to  greater  wholes.  He  is  gradually  led 
from  the  elementary  atonic  stage  of  thought  to  the  ne^t,  the  rela* 
tive,  then  to  that  of  totals,  totaUty*  This  firm  basis  makes  him 
ready  for  rapid  progress,  with  a  clear,  definite  understanding  and 
quick  mastery  of  much  that  without  this  help  would  require  a  much 
longer  time  and  greater  effort  and  then  not  be  as  clearly  apper- 
ceiyed.  Here  is  the  economy.  Not  only  tiie  dbild's  threefold  de* 
velopment,  physical,  mental,  moral  or  q>iritual,  is  seeuxed,  but  this 
saves  at  least  three  years  of  primary  work,  with  the  result  that  the 
child  ia  bajnnonioualy  and  beautifully  developed,  happy,  free,  real- 
i^ii^  bia  beat  selfhood,  and  ready  to  grow,  expm^,  Uve^  Of  course 
at  thia  earljMi^  he  ia  unconscious  of  what  it  all  means  for  him,  but 
he  is  happy  in  his  so-caUed  ^*play." 

Now  to  return  to  t^  material  aide  of  the  subject,  there  has 
been  tmd  is  a  great  waste  of  fMierial;  which  is  very  unnecessary; 
B^  a  great  saving  could  be  brought  about  just  here  by  using  much 
laaterial  diat  is  ordinarily  thrown  away  in  waste-baskets,  in 
bouses  and  department  stores.  The  children,  also,  through  lack 
of  judgment  and  care,  sometimes  on  the  part  of  the  young  kinder- 
gsrtner,  waste  mneh  materiaL    The  material  should  always  be 
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adapted  to  the  individual  child's  needs.  He  must  not  be  allowed 
to  have  paint,  paper,  paste^  when  he  does  not  know  how  to  use 
them.  Of  course  the  child  has  to  learn  through  his  own  experi- 
ence; but  he  can  be  led  to  use  the  material  in  the  ri^t  way. 
If  he  does  not  at  first  know  what  to  do  with  it,  he  must*  have  a 
little  at  a  time  and  take  notice  of  what  he  is  to  do  with  it.  Again 
the  immense  waste  of  material  in  our  department  stores,  of  rib- 
bon paper  of  all  widths,  and  the  cylinders  as  well  as  circular 
plintlis  for  the  narrow  ribbon,  could  be  most  delightfully  and 
practically  used  in  the  city  kindergartens,  by  some  plan  or  agree- 
ment with  these  stores.  The  handling  of  the  different  sized  (flin- 
ders and  their  assorting  by  the  children  would  be  a  good  practical 
experience  for  them.  They  could  also  be  used  to  illustrate  much 
that  is  practical  in  life.  For  instance,  in  connection  with  an 
object  lesson  on  paper  and  its  manufacture,  cylinders  of  the  same 
size  are  placed  in  the  right  position  to  represent  the  heated  cylin- 
ders over  which  the  paper  is  passed  in  the  drying  process;  and 
the  final  cylinder  is  shown  for  the  large  roll  of  paper  ready  for 
use  in  the  printing  of  newspapers.  We  could  use  much  of  such 
material  in  many  different  ways,  and  thus  save  the  cily  a  great 
expense,  which  expense  and  waste  of  material  at  the  same  time 
prevents  the  many  children  from  having  this  knowledge.  These 
children  are  to  be  the  future  citizens  and  it  is  a  great  economy 
to  form  humanity  rather  than  to  reform  it.  Think  what  our  re- 
formatories cost  each  year  I  Again  this  help  in  the  kindergarten 
leads  the  chUd  to  rightly  use  much  material  it  comes  in  contact 
with  in  all  its  life.  Yet  the  child  is  not  made  prudish,  selfish, 
grasping,  stingy  with  what  it  has.  The  children  love  to  share  what 
they  have  with  others.  And  the  great  happiness  thus  necessarily 
learned  becomes  a  part  of  their  nature.  In  other  words  the  result 
in  the  inner  life  of  the  child  is  a  certain  satisfaction  that  the 
child  receives  as  a  reward  for  the  effort.  Allow  me  to  give  an  in- 
stance of  the  practical  side  of  this.  A  pupil  of  mine  in  my  Froebel 
School  in  Boston  for  children  from  three  to  twelve  years  of  age, 
who  was  in  the  kindergarten  department,  had  learned  to  use 
things  nicely,  and  see  things  separate  or  related,  or  possibilities 
in  separate  things  that  could  be  related  and  made  into  wholes. 
She  would  save  dainty  bits  of  paper  and  lace,  silk,  etc.  I 
cannot  name  the  quantity  of  things  she  had  collected,  having  a 
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eertain  place  to  keep  them,  which  her  mother  had  given  her. 
Sometimes  her  mother  would  have  liked  to  dean  them  all  ojit 
and  throw  them  away,  but  she  knew  how  much  the  child  valued 
them. 

She  had  used  some,  but  of  course  kept  adding  to  her  store. 
When  eight  years  of  age,  she  was  of  course  better  able  to  use  this, 
that,  and  the  other  thing  from  her  collection.  All  of  the  children 
in  the  kindergarten  had  always  been  led  to  do  original  work,  cor- 
rect their  own  mistakes  and  so  fully  master  their  material.  This 
led  her  to  use  her  collection  of  things  to  a  purpose, — ^to  make 
wholes  of  things  seemingly  useless.  When  eight  or  nine  years 
of  age  she  made  some  lovely  paper  dolls  with  their  many  different, 
dainty  dresses,  hats  with  feathers,  and  parasols  made  of  the  circu- 
lar lace  paper  which  her  older  sister  had  given  her.  A  lady  was 
very  much  interested  in  these  dainly  things  which  could  not  be 
bouj^t  in  the  stores.  She  was  also  deeply  interested  in  a  large 
fair,  to  help  little  children  and  when  this  diild  became  interested, 
she  ''wished  to  do  something  for  the  other  little  children.''  This 
lady  gave  her  the  end  of  one  of  the  tables  for  her  dolls.  They 
sold  very  quickly  and  if  she  had  had  more  of  them  she  would 
have  been  able  to  sell  them.  However,  she  made  quite  a  lot  of 
money  for  the  object  of  the  fair,  and  many  mothers  were  inter- 
ested to  have  her  make  some  of  the  dolls  for  their  children,  who 
did  not  know  how  to  make  thenu  Thus  we  see  what  was  realized 
from  the  separate  things  made  into  wholes.  This  child  did  some- 
thing each  year  for  these  children  at  the  annual  fair.  She  fur- 
nished many  designs  that  were  appropriate,  original,,  dainty 
things,  paintings  in  leather,  blotters,  etc,  etc  This  is  only  one 
instance  of  what  right  early  education  (not  training,  for  this 
refers  to  animals)  *will  do  with  the  original  powers  of  the  child, 
when  these  are  cultivated,  not  wasted.  In  a  large  neighboring 
city,  well  able  to  support  kindergartens,  some  years  ago,  this 
answer  was  given  as  a  reason  for  not  having  any:  ''They  are  too 
expensive."  A  well-prepared  kindergartner  happened  to  notice 
and  saved  a  large  box  of  such  material  as  has  been  described. 
This  material  as  well  as  the  box  was  put  to  use  in  a  kindergarten 
of  good  size  for  two  school  years,  thus  saving  the  cily  expense. 
"If  this  large  kindergarten  could  be  so  well  run  why  we  must 
have  them,''  said  some  of  those  other  citizens  who  had  called 
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kindergartens  "too  expensive."  Each  young  woman  and  young 
tnan^  in  being  trained  for  life^  should  learn  this  great  lesson  of 
nice  economy  in  little  things^  thus  saving  much  of  the  world's 
great  amount  of  unhappiness  and  waste ;  and  the  greater  lesson  of 
economy  of  the  great  powers  of  the  self,  the  conservation  of  en- 
ergy, and  time.  From  the  great  book  of  nature  always  open  be- 
fore us  we  should  learn  this  lesson.    She  is  ever  our  teacher. 

The  World,  the  Universe  is  the  school-room,  the  book  of  nature, 
the  text  book  which  should  lye  carefully  and  continually  studied. 


To  a  Blooming  AgaTo. 

(The  ^  Century  Plant,"  which  dies  after  blooming.) 

0  desert  queen,  a  patient  centuiy^B  sun, 
In  thy  heart  hocurded,  beaming  in  thy  bloom. 
How  happy  now  in  mothering  light  to  womb 

A  myriad  lives  by  love  from  death^s  deep  won, 

Then,  martyr-stfem,  the  long,  slow  cycle  run. 
In  sacrificial  flower-fire  consume! — 
How  blest  to  die  tiius — spared  the  piteous  doom 

Of  lingering,  empty,  drained  by  service  done — 
Slain  by  sweet  pang  of  blooming,  life  compact, 
All  strength  and  beauty  in  one  splendid  act 

That  justifies !    Not  in  thy  swords  wert  thou. 
Nor  void  years :  thou  didst  live  for  these  full  hours. 
For  tender  ministry  of  infant  flowers*: 

What  matter  that  thy  soul  was  hid  till  now  ? 

Stokely  S.  Fisher. 
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Qnastioiit  on  Gray's  ''Ekgy'' 

MAUD  E.  KINQ8LEY. 

1.  Give  an  account  of  Thomas  Gray  and  his  poetry.  What  was 
the  characteristic  feature  of  the  poetry  of  his. era?  How  did  his 
poetry  differ  from  that  of  his  contemporaries  ?  What  unique  position 
does  he  hold  among  English  poets?    To  what  is  this  position  due? 

2.  Comment  upon  Gray^s  use  of  epithet  in  the  Elegy.  Bewrite 
stanza  2  leaving  out  the  epithets  and  comment  upon  the  result.  Dis- 
cuss the  meaning  of  each  epitiiet  in  stanza  2  and  liieir  value  as  a  whole. 

3.  How  much  material  for  ''the  short  and  simple  annals  of  the 
poor'*  do  you  find  in  stanzas  5,  6,  7?  Write  an  imaginary  descrip- 
tion of  the  hamlet  and  its  inhabitants,  using  this  material. 

4.  Study  the  sentence  structure  of  stanza  4.  Bewrite  it,  changing 
it  to  ihe  direct  order.    Bewrite  stanza  7  in  your  own  words. 

5.  Beproduce  in  your  own  words  Gray's  reflections  on  the  tran- 
sitoriness  of  all  things.  Is  the  general  tone  of  these  reflections 
"depressed''  or  "exalted"  ? 

6.  Eiq^lain  tiie  connection  of  each  of  the  following  lines  with 
the  rest  of  the  poem: — The  paths  of  glory  lead  hut  to  the  grave; 
The  short  and  simple  annals  of  the  poor;  And  waste  its  sweetness 
on  the  desert  air;  Far  from  the  madding  crowd's  ignoble  strife; 
Fair  Science  frowned  not  on  his  humble  birth. 

7.  Describe  in  detail  two  scenes  presented  to  you  in  the  Elegy. 

8.  Could  Milton  in  any  environment  have  been  mute  and  in- 
glorious,  or  would  he  have  created  opportunities  for  himself?  Dis- 
cuss at  some  length. 

9.  Describe  the  attitude  of  the  times  towards  Cromwell.  How 
is  this  made  apparent  in  he  Elegy  ?  What  other  historical  alb  iicns 
do  you  find  in  tiie  text?    In  chis  connection,  explain  lines  71  and  72. 

10.  A  certdn  critic  has  characterized  Gray's  "Elegy"  as  "a  string 
of  divine  truisms."    What  does  the  critic  mean  ? 

11.  Point  out  passages  in  the  text  that  are  "curiously  studded  with 
imagery.*'  Discuss  the  use  of  imagery  throughout  the  poem  illus- 
trating your  discussion  with  quotations  from  the  text 

12.  Enumerate  the  leading  thoughts  of  the  poem.  Designate  the 
stanzas  which  contain  each  thought.    Collect  tiie  stanzas  into  groups. 

13.  Amplify  the  expression  (1)  The  little  tyrant  of  his  fields 
withstood;  (2)     The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave. 

14.  Bewrite  in  your  own  words  stanzas  4,  7,  13,  18,  22,  23. 

15.  What  specific  terms  does  Gray  use  for  the  general  terms  a 
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saint  J  a  mighty  ruler,  a  great  poet?    What  effect  is  produced  by  this 
employment  of  specific  for  general  terms  ? 

1&  Point  out  examples  of  rhetorical  effect  produced  by  the  use 
of  the  interrogative  form.  Change  all  such  interrogative  sentences 
into  statement. 

17.  Show  the  manner  in  which  the  *%f '  of  the  **rude  forefatbere'* 
confined  their  crimes. 

18.  Enumerate  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  lot  of 
the  rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet  According  to  our  poet,  what  is 
the  price  of  worldly  greatness?  Quote  the  sttmza  in  which  the  poet 
summarizes  the  lowly  condition  of  those  buried  in  this  country 
churchyard. 

19.  In  stanza  24,  is  Gray  thinking  of  himself  or  of  the  humble 
writer  of  the  rustic  epitaphs?    Discuss  the  question  at  length. 

20.  How  far  do  you  think  that  the  parallel  which  the  poet  draws 
between  the  life  of  an  obscure  village  and  the  larger  life  of  the  world 
is  practically  justified?    Discuss  at  length. 
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The  discoflsion  of  yocational  yersns  cultaral  education  continues 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  those  who  speak  and  write  upon  educa- 
tional subjects;  and  the  swing  of  the  pendulum  toward  yocational 
training  is  still  strong.  The  age  is  a  practical  one.  Immediate 
eifects  and  close-at-hand  yalues  appeal  to  the  masses,  who,  after  all, 
are  the  power  to  be  reckoned  with.  They  are  the  ones  who  furnish 
the  chilcLren  to  be  educated  and  the  money  with  which  to  pay  the  bills. 
There  is  undoubtedly  a  clear  call  from  the  people  to  the  educators  to 
furnish  schooling  that  will  fit  the  boys  and  girls  for  their  jobs.  More 
than  ninety  percent  of  these  will  go  directly  from  school  to  business, 
the  trades,  or  to  some  practical  yocation,  and  they  must  be  trained  in 
the  schools  so  that  they  will  stand  a  good  chance  of  becoming  self- 
supporting  and  able  to  make  a  real  ti^ough  humble  contribution  to 
human-  welfare  from  the  start  Certain  studies,  books,  tools  and 
appliances  will  secure  1Mb  result.  Oi^er  Mnds  of  instruction  fur- 
nish yalues  that  are  remote  and  difficult  to  estimate.  So  the  tendency 
is  to  eliminate  the  latter  and  substitute  that  which  can  be  seen  and 
handled.  Educators  must  not  underestimate  the  significance  of  this 
popular  demand.  But  no  more  is  it  necessary  or  wise  to  oyerestimate 
it.  Culture  still  remains  the  great  prize,  the  ultimate  end  of  the 
educational  process  if  we  only  make  the  meaning  of  the  word  culture 
broad  enough.  Culture  is  the  appropriation  by  the  indiyidual  of  the 
accumulated  experience  of  the  race.  For  ages  man  has  been  learning 
how  to  liye.  His  training  has  been  immensely  costly.  But  he  has 
learned  many  things  that  are  wortti  the  price  he  has  paid  for  them. 
Much  of  this  comes  to  each  indiyidual  almost  without  effort  He  in- 
herits it  or  absorbs  it.  But  for  some  of  the  best  of  it  he  must 
consciously  striye.  It  is  not  to  be  had  for  the  asking.  It  is  imbedded 
in  the  literature  of  the  ages,  embalmed  in  many  different  languages, 
hidden  away  in  the  archiyes  of  many  arts  and  sciences.  He  must  dis- 
cipline his  faculties  by  seyere  studies,  he  must  cultiyate  his  taste,  de- 
ydop  his  scent  for  error,  strengthen  his  grip  on  truth,  win  self  control 
by  wrestling  with  many  a  hard  and  elusiye  problem,  before  he  can  lay 
claim  to  any  large  degree  of  culture.  We  haye  all  been  fashioned  for 
a  larger  life  than  we  haye  attained  and  no  man  is  cultiyated  who  is  not 
growing.  This  larger  yision  must  be  given  to  our  young  people  in 
their  school  days.  They  must  get  a  conception  of  life  that  is  not 
limited  by  the  sales  counter  or  the  tool  chest.  If  they  do  not  get  it  in 
school  the  probability  is  that  they  will  never  get  it.  The  people,  the 
masses,  who  are  just  now  so  insistent  on  a  practical  education  are 
going  to  see  by  and  by  that  if  their  children  do  not  get  this  life-giving 
yision  before  they  enter  the  machine  shop  or  the  coimting  room  they 
will  remain  forever  mere  cogs  in  a  wheel,  mere  automatons  and  never 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54  Edueadan  for  September 

come  into  their  birthright.  The  pendulum  is  having  its  strong  swing 
now  to  the  vocational  side.  It  will  presently  steady  down  to  a  moderate 
rhythm  that  will  mean  a  just  balance  between  bread  and  butter  and 
the  humanities.  Both  are  good^  and  needful.  Our  present  duty  is  to 
remember  the  saying  of  the  wise  counsellor  who  said  ^^These  ought  ye 
to  have  done  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone.'' 


We  would  not  add  to  the  burdens  of  the  already  over-burdened 
teachers,  but  we  nevertheless  venture  to  call  attention  to  an  often  for- 
gotten or  overlooked  responsibility  which  in  ihe  nature  of  things  does 
rest  upon  them.  We  refer  to  their  responsibility  for  the  genei^  edu- 
cational intelligence  of  the  community  in  which  tiiey  are  doing  iheir 
work.  This  is  the  same  kind  of  responsibility  that  the  college-bred 
man  or  woman  has  for  the  community  in  whidi  he  takes  up  bis  abode 
after  having  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  a  higher  education  than  the 
majority  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Or  it  may  be  compared  to  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  clergy  of  a  given  city  or  town  for  the  moral  senti- 
ments and  standards  of  the  people  among  whom  they  live  and  labor. 
The  teachers  of  a  given  locality  should  see  to  it  that  the  parents  and 
citizens  generally  are  at  least  as  well  informed  in  regard'  to  modem 
educational  progress  as  thej  are  about  the  mutations  of  the  stock  mar- 
kety  details  of  society  events,  and  the  successes  or  failures  of  base  ball 
nines. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  there  is  on  every  hand  a  woeful  lack  of 
interest  in  the  schools  on  the  piurt  of  parents.  This  arises  partly  from 
a  complete  ignorance  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  educational  life  of 
today.  The  fact  has  not  yet  been  realized  by  the  majority  of  people 
that  education  is  a  great  profession  with  ite  own  scientific  laws,  its 
literature,  its  methods,  which  are  all  vitally  related  to  the  success  or 
failure  of  their  own  lives  and  the  lives  of  their  children  as  well  as  that 
of  the  nation  and  of  the  race  itself.  These  truths  must  be  brought 
home  to  the  consciousness  of  the  majority  by  the  efforts  of  the  minor- 
ity who  have  seen  them.  By  thought  and  effort,  by  an  acceptance  of 
this  real  responsibility,  by  personal  conversation  and  public  speaking 
and  writing,  by  and  through  parents'  as^iations,  teachers'  meetings 
and  various  educational  gatherings,  the  teachers  of  America  mt:^ 
break  the  bonds  of  ignorance  and  indifferenoe  and  create  an  educa- 
tional public  sentiment  that  shall  be  adequate,  progressive,  uplifting. 
This  is  a  part  of  their  work,  a  real  responsibility  for  which  they  must 
be  held  accountable. 


The  National  Gotmcil  of  Teachers  of  English  has  appointed  a 
Committee  of  five  to  investigate  the  status  of  the  present  study  and 
teaching  of  the  English  branches  in  the  country  schools  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  suggest  methods  for  improving  the  conditions  as  fouQd. 
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The  committee  consists  of  Mr.  Walter  Barnes,  Chairman  of  tiie 
Glenville  Normal  School,  Glenyille,  W.  Va.;  Dr.  Harold  W.  Foghi^ 
specialist  in  rural  education,  of  the  Bureau  or  Education,  Washington, 
D.  C;  Mr.  J.  W.  Dinsmore  of  the  Kent  Normal  School,  Kent,  Ohio; 
Miss  Mabel  Carney,  of  the  Illinois  State  Normal  TJniversity,  Normal, 
111.,  and  Miss  Florence  M.  Lane,  of  the  First  District  Normal  School, 
Eirksville,  Mo.  The  committee  has  sent  out  questionaires  to  the 
State  Department  of  Schools  of  the  various  states,  which  will  serve  as 
the  basis  for  the  investigation  and  for  the  recommendations  for  im- 
provement in  the  pedagogy  of  this  important  series  of  branches. 
This,  the  first  comprehensive  study  in  this  field,  is  significant  of  the 
attention  that  the  rural  school  is  receiving  from  students  of  educa- 
tional problems.  .  The  Committee's  report  will  probably  be  made  at 
the  Thanksgiving  meeting  of  the  Council,  after  whidi  it  will  be 
published. 


The  Auditor  of  the  state  of  Ohio  announces  that  a  monthly  article 
will  be  issued  describing  the  activities  of  the  various  state  departments 
and  institutions.  The  one  for  July  is  devoted  to  Wilberforce  Univer- 
sity and  deals  witii  the  progress  tiiat  has  been  made  in  Ohio  in  the 
education  of  the  colored  race.  It  points  out  the  fact  that  we  hear 
so  mudi  about  Negro  illiteracy  in  America  that  few  realise  what  re- 
maikable  progress  the  race  has  made,  especially  during  the  past  score 
of  years.  When  we  contemplate  the  past  c<mdition  of  tiie  Afro-Ameri- 
can and  consider  the  blighting  effects  mentally  and  morally  of  two 
iMmdred  and  fifty  years  of  servitude,  when  we  rememb^  that  slaves 
were  treated' as  animals  and  deprived  of  all  educational  opportunities 
and  that  in  most  south^n  states  it  was  a  crime  to  teach  a  N^;ro  his 
letters;  and  when,  also,  we  recall  that  even  in  the  north  they  were 
excluded  from  the  public  schools,  it  is  truly  remarkable  the  progress 
the  race  has  made  since  liberated.  Considering  the  fact  that  the  civil 
war  freed  four  million  N^ipx)es  who  were  absolutely  illiterate  and 
perfectly  destitute,  the  story  of  their  educational  progress  since  is  in 
many  respects  the  most  marvelous  chaptelr  in  the  history  of  Ammcan 
civilization. 

The  first  move  to  furnish  a  seminary  of  learning  for  the  cdored 
race  in  Ohio  originated  with  Daniel  A.  Payne,  a  self-educated  negio 
of  Charleston,  S.  C.  As  a  result  of  his  efforts  Union  Seminary,  near 
Gdumbus,  was  organised  in  1844.  That  Payne  was  one  of  the  great 
benefactors  of  his  race  and  had  rare  foresight  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  school  was  started  on  the  manual  training  plan.  Union 
Seminary,  by  reason  of  location  and  other  circumstances,  made  slow 
growth  but  it  was  the  pioneer  and  contributed  largely  to  tlie  founding 
of  Wilberforce  University  and  was  finally  in  1863  consolidated  with 
the  latter  institution.  While  there  are  numerous^small  colleges,  there 
are  only  abont  a  half-dozen  great  universities  in  America  for  the 
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higher  education  of  the  Negro  race — ^Atlanta  University,  Fisk  at 
Nashville,  Howard  at  Washington,  Shaw  at  Beleigh,  Leland  at  New 
Orleans  and  Wilberforce  at  Xenia — ^and  Wilberforce  stands  at  tiie 
head  of  the  list. 


Notes  from  Yanoiis  Sources  WorUi  ReprodociDg  m  Brief. 

Chapters  on  ^TEtoman  Catholic  Schools,'*  ^"Typical  Health-Teach- 
ing Agencies  of  the  United  States,*'  and  "Parent-Teacher  Associa- 
tions'* are  special  features  of  the  annual  report  of  the  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Education,  just  issued. 


Every  high  school  graduate  in  Nebraska  receives  a  letter  from  the 
Universi^  of  Nebraska  congratulating  him  on  his  graduation  and 
urging  hun  to  consider  the  advantages  offered  by  the  State  University. 


A  vocational  summer  school,  with  practical  men  and  women  in 
charge  of  it,  was  in  operation  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  this  year.  Print- 
ing and  woodwork  were  among  the  subjects  taught  the  boys;  the  girls 
had  cooking,  sewing,  and  other  household  branches. 


The  National  Kindergarten  CoU^,  in  Chicago,  devoted  a  large 
part  of  its  summer  program  to  the  methods  of  Dr.  Montessori.  Two 
of  Dr.  Montessori's  graduate  students,  who  have  spent  over  a  year 
with  her  in  Bome,  had  charge  of  the  practice  work  with  the  children. 


Kindergartens  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  cost  on  an  average  $31.56  per 
pupil  for  tiie  year;  elementary  grades,  cost  $34.01 ;  high  school,  $66.50. 


0ne4enth  of  all  the  public  school  teachers  in  New  Jersey  were 
engaged  in  professional  studv  at  summer  schools  this  year.  There 
were  over  300  at  Buters  College  alone,  attending  the  first  summer 
session  ever  held  by  the  State  College.  Three  other  summer  schools  for 
teachers  have  recently  been  established  by  State  appropriations.  Be- 
sides indicating  a  resolve  to  raise  the  standand  of  teaching,  the  move- 
ment marks  the  beginning  of  closer  relations  between  Buyers  College 
and  the  general  educatioiml  needs  of  the  State. 


Miss  Sarah  Louise  Arnold,  the  dean  of  Sinmions  College  and 
formerly  supervisor  of  schools  of  Boston,'  has  been  re-elected  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Home  Economics  Association.  Miss  Arnold 
is  actively  interested  in  many  other  educational  problems  besides  those 
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directly  connected  with  her  work  at  Simmons  and  ib  the  author  of  a 
nmnb^  of  very  sncoeeaful  elementary  school  textbooks,  among  them 
the  'Mother  Tongue^'  series  of  langoage  books,  largely  nsed  in  English 
as  well  as  American  schools.  Miss  Arnold's  latest  interest  is  the 
preparation  of  a  series  of  four  books  for  the  first  four  years  of  school, 
embodying  a  carefully  developed  and  thorough  syst^  of  phonics. 
The  books  are  to  be  copiously  illustrated  in  color  and  are  to  have  all 
the  attractiveness  of  i^)pearaneie  of  stoiy  books.  Miss  Arnold  believea 
that  the  use  of  her  series  will  result  not  only  in  a  saving  of  time  in 
the  subsequent  teaching  of  reading  and  spelling  but  also  in  a  much 
surer  grasp  of  these  subjects. 


Notwithstanding  that  life  tenure  is  by  no  means  an  accepted 
principle  in  American  school  systems,  Ihe  average  term  of  sdiool 
superintendents  in  larger  cities  is  much  longer  than  is  usually  sup- 
posed. In  50  cities  of  100,000  population  and  over  the  average  term 
of  SOTvice  is  7%  years.  This  is  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  school  super- 
intendents are  dected  for  comparatively  short  terms,  one,  two,  or  three 
years,  generally,  and  to  have  served  long  usually  means  to  have  with- 
stood many  a  stiff  re-dection  contest  The  tendency  is  constantly 
toward  longer  terms  and  fixed  tenure  as  conductive  to  efficiency. 


The  rapid  educational  development  of  the  South  is  indicated  by 
the  facts  just  reported  by  Alabama,  that  in  1908  there  were  50  high 
schools,  few  of  them  with  courses  of  more  than  3  years  in  length; 
idiile  now  there  are  132  institutions  doing  high  school  work,  all  but 
14  of  which  have  full  4-year  courses. 
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England. 

A  new  Education  BUI.  The  education '  bill  which  was  prom- 
ised last  year  by  the  Liberal  govenunent  has  materialized  and 
proves  to  be  only  a  brief  measure  for  tiie  disposition  of  what  may  be 
called  an  urgency  appropriation.  The  draft  regulations  accompany- 
ing the  bill  will  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of  Education  the 
sum  of  £150,000  ($729,000).  Of  this  £100,000,  is  to  be  applied  to 
charges  for  building  loans  and  £50,000  for  the  relief  of  local  taixes  in  re- 
gard to  medical  inspection  of  school  children.  Meanwhile,  a  measure 
is  promised  at  a  date  not  remote  which  promises  to  do  for  interme- 
diate education  what  the  act  for  1870  did  for  elementary;  The  fore* 
cast  of  tiiis  measure  as  outlined  by  the  Chief  of  the  Education  De- 
partment amazes  both  friends  and  foes  by  reason  of  its  democratic 
and  idealistic  purposes;  but  even  the  most  optimistic  admit  that  if 
presented  in  the  Mouse  in  the  form  suggested  it  will  be  greatly  modi* 
fied  before  success  is  achieved. 

Development  Policy. 

The  decision  to  place  the  Agricultural  Instruction  Develop- 
ment Fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  hag  resulted  in  the  transfer  of  the  control  of  hi^^ 
agricultural  education  to  the  same  Board.  An  elaborate  schemye  has 
been  drawn  up  by  that  body  designed  to  aid  the  local  education  au- 
thorities in  the  extention  and  development  of  agricultural  education 
throughout  the  coimtry. 

Industbial  Initlitivb 

An  astute  critic  of  technical  education  in  England,  in  an  article 
contributed  to  the  London  Times  says : 

^'Although  foreign  workmen  are  not  more  efficient  than  our  own, 
the  United  States,  Qermany,  and  France  are  overtaking  us  in  indus- 
trial output  ♦  ♦  ♦  Our  competitors  abroad  excel  by  improving  the 
means  of  production ;  in  other  words,  we  lack  not  the  skilled  mechEmic, 
but  the  inventor.  How  far  is  our  technical  education  to  blame  for 
this  resultP' 

In  answering  this  question  the  writer  concludes  that  the  training 
places  too  much  stress  upon  manual  dexterily;  he  says  in  this  con- 
nection :  \ 

The  intuitive  faculty  (applied  to  mechanical  processes)  can,  how- 
ever, only  be  developed  by  actual  manual  work.    We  have  to  consider, 
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then,  how  Tnannal  work  moet  ezpeditioufily  will  develop  this  faculty. 
To  make  it  of  national  service  we  have  also  to  combine  with  it  re« 
sonrcefnlnesSy  8elf-reliance>  and  initiative.  Above  all,  we  have  to  de- 
sign the  work  on  lines  which  will  provoke  the  continual  interest 
of  the  children  engaged  upon  it.  ♦  ♦  ♦  We  want  to  train  the  mind 
rather  than  the  hand — ^we  want  the  mind  to  be  the  governing  influence, 
not  the  nerves  and  the  muscles,  except  to  a  comparatively  small  ex- 
tent 

BSCOHHBNDATIOKS  OV  THB  CaKADIAK  COMMISSION. 

The  report  of  the  Canadian  Boyal  Commission  appointed  in  1910  to 
investigate  the  subject  of  industrial  training  and  technical  education 
carries  two  recommendations  of  great  interest  to  the  United  States. 

In  order  that  the  program  of  elementary  education  may  be  ex- 
tended, the  commission  a^  an  annual  appropriation  of  $350,000  for 
ten  years,  and  for  the  entire  scheme  recommended,  the  sum  of  $3,000,- 
000  to  be  provided  annually,  for  a  period  of  tai  years  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Canada  and  paid  into  a  Dominion  development  fund.  Both 
funds  are  to  be  distributed  among  the  nine  Provinces  upon  an  equi- 
table basis. 

Fhbnoh  Cultubb. 

There  are  indications  that  England  shares  with  France  in  the  re- 
action against  philology  as  the  centre  of  modem  humanities.  In  this 
reaction  the  methods  of  French  University  professors  are  held  up  as 
models  to  be  followed.  They  have  established  the  standard  for  mod- 
em daaaics,  as  a  subject  of  University  instraction,  and  in  recogni- 
tion of  that  fact,  the  faculty  of  London  University  has  recentiy  been 
leenf orced  by  the  creation  of  two  new  chairs,  one  for  modem  Frendi 
literature  and  the  other  for  French  history,*  with  the  intent  that  the 
subjects  shall  be  pursued  after  the  maimer  of  the  Paris  Faculties. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  the  revival  of  the  national 
spirit  of  France  which  a  few  years  ago  seemed  hopelessly  decadent 
This  revival  is  manifest  in  the  current  literature  and  the  University 
teachings  not  less  than  in  the  support  given  to  the  bill  which  substi- 
tutes three  for  two  years  as  the  period  of  obligatory  service  in  camp. 

A  Nsw  Open-Air  School  fob  Oermakt. 

The  celebration  of  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  accession  to  the 
throne  of  the  Emperor  Wilhelm  is  to  be  commemorated  in  Saar- 
brucken  by  the  establishment  of  an  open-air  school.  Delicate  chil- 
dien  are  to  be  chosen  from  the  ordinary  schools  and  sent  for  about 
eight  weeks  to  tiie  open-air  school.  They  will  be  taken  out  by  tram 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  outdoor  school,  where  they  will  be  given 
breakfast  on  arrival.    After  breakfast  lessons  will  begin,  each  lesson 
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lasting  for  half  an  hour,  and  alternating  with  a  half -hour  rest  and 
so  on  during  the  morning  until  dinner  time,  which  will  be  followed  h]r 
a  longer  rest  Later  in  the  afternoon  the  diildren  will  play  games  or 
join  in  walks,  and  other  excursions,  and  will  be  taken  bade  by  tram 
after  the  evening  meal.  For  the  carrying  out  of  this  plan  of  work 
it  will  be  necessary  to  put  up  a  certain  nimiber  of  buildings  on  the- 
spot  chosen  for  the  school,  comprising  a  class  room,  a  kitchen,  with 
sculleiy  and  larder,  cloak  room,  a  teachers'  room,  a  recreation  room^ 
and  dining  room.  As  far  as  possible  the  classes  will  be  conducted 
out  of  doors  and  the  rooms  will  only  be  used  in  bad  weather.  It  is 
proposed  to  keep  the  school  open  during  at  least  half  the  year,  prob- 
ably from  May  1  until  November  1,  which  would  involve  looking  after 
the  children  and  providing  instruction  for  about  180  days.  The  town 
authorities  are  intending  to  open  the  school  with  about  50  children^ 
and  to  make  provision  in  building  for  about  120  or  130.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  cost  of  feeding  50  children  for  six  months  will  amount 
to  about  $2250  and  that  the  total  cost  for  maintaining  and  staffing 
the  school  will  be  about  $3000.  Although  Germany  was  the  original 
home  of  the  open-air  school,  the  first  lining  tiiat  opened  at  Charlot- 
tenburg  in  1905,  the  number  of  schools  of  this  type  has  not  increased 
very  rapidly. 

IJinvEBsiTT  Extension  in  BELGiuii. 

The  popular  universities  in  Belguim  may  be  r^arded  as  a  form 
of  university  extention,  intended  to  spread  among  the  people  the 
practical  knowledge  of  modem  science  and  the  spirit  of  social  unity. 
These  purposes  are  fostered  by  lectures  and  by  courses  of  instruction 
for  adults  given  by  professors  of  the  University  of  Brussels  and  other 
centres.  Naturally  the  movement  for  international  peace  receives 
most  hearty  support  from  the  leaders  of  the  work  and  it  is  ona  of  the 
principal  subjects  in  the  conferences  arranged  for  the  current  year. 

SOHOOL  OlBLS  AT  CaIBO. 

A  school  of  Domestic  Economy  for  girls  has  been  established  at 
Cairo  under  the  auspices  of  the  government.  The  course  of  study, 
and  the  conditions  of  admission  to  ihe  school  are  determined  by  a 
decree  of  the  Khedive  and  a  diploma  ip  instituted  which  attests  the 
completion  of  the  course. 

A.  T.  S. 
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Book  Notices 

THE  BOY  MECHANIC.  700  things  for  boys  to  do,  480  pages,  700 
arUdes,  800  illustrations,  doth,  Price,  $1.50  prepaid.  Popular  Mechanics 
Magadne,  Chicago. 

This  is  an  ideal  book  for  the  wide-awake  American  boy.  All  the  things 
described  in  this  yolmne  have  actually  been  built  or  experimented  with  by 
boys.  The  ideas  contained  in  'The  Boy  Mechanic"  would  more  than  keep  a 
boy  occupied  until  he  grows  up  and  also  be  an  incentiye  to  original  thinking 
and  achieyement.  The  mo6t  interesting  boys'  book.  Unlike  so  many 
other  books  of  a  somewhat  similar  nature,  it  is  not  confined  to  only  one 
4>r  a  few  subjects  but  describes  700  different  things  boys  can  make  and  do 
in  the  fields  of  mechanics,  electricity,  sports,  arts  and  crafts  work,  magic, 
etc.  An  unusually  generous  book;  size  7  by  10  in.  and  1%  in.  thick; 
printed  from  large,  dear  type  on  high  grade  book  paper  and  durably 
bound  in  doth.  Attractiye  four-color  cover  design.  Many  hours  of  enjoy- 
ment are  in  store  for  the  boy  who  becomes  possessor  of  this  book.  Price, 
91.50,  prepaid  to  any  address. 

HEALTH  AND  THE  SCHOOL.  By  Frances  Williston  Burks  and  Jessie 
D.  Burks,  with  an  introduction  by  Frank  M.  McMurry.  D.  Appleton  & 
Company.    Price,  $1.50  net. 

This  book  will  be  welcomed  by  parents  and  teachers.  In  the  form  of  a 
symposium  it  gives  practical  directions  tending  to  secure  the  health  of 
the  children  while  at  schooL  It  sets  forth  the  relations  existing  between 
.schools,  communities  and  the  public  health.  The  statistics  in  regard  to 
the  cost  of  disease  are  impressive. 

EDUCATION  FOB  SOCIAL  EFFICIENCY:  A  STUDY  OF  THE  SOCIAL 
DELATIONS  OF  EDUCATION.  By  Irving  King,  PhJ>.  D.  Appleton. 
Price,  $1.50  net. 

This  book  will  prove  of  especial  value  to  teachers  and  parents.  The 
relations  of  home  and  school  are  clearly  and  cogently  set  forth.  The 
great  in^x>rtanoe  of  Parents  Associations,  the  value  of  sex  education,  the 
playground  and  a  great  variety  of  other  practical  subjects  are  intelli- 
gently presented.  The  volume  contains  a  vital  study  of  the  significance 
•of  the  social  movement  and  its  relations  to  the  schools. 

GEOBQE  ELIOT.  By  Viola  Meynell.  Begent  Library.  F.  G.  Browne  A 
•Co.    $.90  net. 

The  books  of  the  Regent  Library  cover  a  wide  field  of  literature.  The 
general  reader  and  the  busy  man  who  can  spare  but  little  time  to  devote 
to  books  will  find  in  these  carefully  chosen  volumes  oi  extracts,  complete 
summaries  of  authors,  of  perennial  interest.  Though  the  number  of 
reprints  of  standard  authors  is  large,  it  is  only  in  the  B^nt  Library 
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that  what  may  be  called  the  continuity  of  authorship  is  preserved  by  the 
system  of  **links*'  which  indicate  the  nature  and  the  bulk  of  the  work 
from  which  the  selections  are  made.  The  volumes  form  veritable  introduc- 
tions to  the  authors  treated,  and  are  indispensable  companion  volumes  to 
the  English  Men  of  Letters  and  the  Great  Writers  series.  Every  fact  of 
importance  in  their  lives  and  works  will  be  found  referred  to.  Outside  of 
complete  editions  of  any  author,  no  other  volumes  of  selections  will  be 
found  to  give  so  much  material  and  information.  Biographical  details,  a 
handy  Bibliography  and  Iconography,  together  with  expert  criticisms  of 
famous  literary  men,  make  each  volume  a  complete  presentation  of  the 
author  covered. 

ANIMAL  HU8BANDEY  FOB  SCHOOLS.  By  Merritt  W.  Harper.  The 
Maomillan  Company.    Price,  $1.40. 

This  book  by  the  Assistant  Professor  of  Animal  Husbandry  in  the  State 
College  at  Cornell,  N.  Y.,  fi^y  discusses  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  swine  and 
poultry,  presenting  the  things  every  educated  person  and  all  those  who 
have  the  use  and  care  of  such  animals  should  know.  It  is  a  complete 
practical  text-book  of  the  silbject  for  use  in  schools  and  colleges  and  by 
farmers.  It  belongs  to  The  Bural  Text-Book  Series,  edited  by  Professor  L. 
H.  Bailey. 

CALLISTA«  A  SKETCH  OP  THE  THIKD  CENTUBY.  By  Cardinal 
Newman.    P.  J.  Kenedy  ft  Sons.    Price,  $.50  postpaid. 

This  book  is  a  historical  story  which  pictures  the  relaticms  of  the 
christian  and  the  heathen  worlds  in  early  times.  It  belongs  to  a  complete 
library  of  33  volumes,  $12.00 ;  100  volumes,  assorted,  $35.00.  The  Kenedy 
Popular  Edition  is  an  entirely  new  departure  in  the  field  of  Catholic  Book 
Publishing.  All  are  well  known  books  made  in  attractive  styles,  well 
printed  on  good  paper  and  handsomely  bound  in  cloth,  with  original  cover 
designs.  The  very  low  price  at  which  they  are  offered  should  recommend 
the  entire  edition  to  every  Catholic  Library  and  to  all  buyers  of  books 
for  School  Prizes. 

PEDAGOGICAL  ANTHROPOLOGY.  By  Maria  Montessori,  M.  D.,  author 
of  **The  Montessori  Method**,  translated  by  Frederick  Taber  Cooper.  Cloth, 
4to,  with  many  illustrations,  diagrams,  tables,  etc.  Frederick  A.  Stokes 
Company.    Price,  $3.50  net;  postpaid,  $3.75. 

The  foundation  of  Montes8ori*s  ideas.  Anthropology  is  based  on  the 
study  of  man  usually  with  a  view  to  his  origin.  Pedagogical  anthro- 
pology, according  to  Dr.  Montessori,  studies  man  virith  a  view  to  his  future 
development  and  possible  betterment.  The  only  way  we  may  use  our 
educational  opportunities  to  the  utmost,  she  believes,  is  by  starting  with 
such  a  scientific  study  and  applying  the  discoveries  to  education.  She 
wishes,  not  to  bring  about  fixed  and  definite  results  in  the  child,  but  by 
constant  study  and  experiment  to  assist  it  to  reach  its  own  highest  and 
fullest  destiny.    To  learn  step  by  step  something  of  the  goal  of  develop- 
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ment,  to  learn  how  this  development  may  be  assisted,  and  to  do  so  by 
scientific  methods — these  are  her  aims. 

The  book  appeals  primarily  to  teachers ;  but  the  well  informed  reader, 
with  no  special  knowledge,  can  read  it  with  a  deep  and  growing  interest. 
Each  turn  of  a  page  brings  some  himinous  summary  of  the  latest  word 
regarding,  it  may  be,  plant  culture  or  electrotherapy,  or  the  descent  of 
man,  or  the  distribution  of  races.  In  short,  the  busy  reader,  who  has  not 
had  time  to  keep  up  with  the  manifold  human  achicTement  of  the  past 
decade,  will  find  much  enlightenment  in  the  mere  obiter  dicta  of  this 
Tolume. 

HOW  TO  MASTER  THE  SPOKEN  WORD.  By  Edwin  Gordon  Lawrence. 
A.  C.  McClurg  A  Co.,  Publishers.    Price,  $1.50  net. 

The  author's  many  years  of  leadership  as  a  teacher  of  oratory  make 
him  an  authority  in  his  field  of  service.  This  book  is  intended  to  take 
the  place  of  the  living  teacher.  It  tells  how  to  gain  a  good  voice,  secure 
an  efficient  delivery,  and  construct  speeches.  The  value  and  essentials  of 
oratory  are  made  clear,  and  a  course  of  training  is  presented.  Famous 
orations  of  the  Greek,  Roman,  and  modem  orators  are  given,  many  oC 
them  in  full,  and  in  some  cases  accompanied  by  valuable  analyses.  The 
work  is  not  only  instrtietive,  but  empliatically  stfanulating. 

THE  EARTH.  ITS  SHAPE,  SIZE,  WEIGHT  AND  SPIN.  By  J.  H. 
Poynting.  Cambridge  at  the  University  Press :  New  York.  G.  P.  Putnam's 
8<ms.    Price,  40  cents. 

It  is  hard  to  lay  down  this  fascinating  little  volume  which  explains  in 
a  simple  way  how  the  size  and  shape  of  the  earth  have  been  determined, 
its  mass  measured  and  how  we  know  that  it  rotates  with  the  accuracy  of 
a  correct  time-keeper.  The  volume  belongs  to  the  series  of  Cambridge 
Manuals  of  Science  and  Literature.  In  the  same  series  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing equity  charming  volumes.  The. Vikings,  by  Allen  Mawer,  M.  A.,; 
Ancient-Babylonia,  by  C.  H.  W.  Johns,  Litt.  D. ;  The  Story  of  a  Loaf  of 
Bread,  by  T.  B.  Wood,  M.  A. 

WEBSTER'S  SECONDARY-SCHOOL  DICTIONARY.  Pull  buckram,  8vo, 
864  pages.  Containing  over  70,000  words,  with  1,000  illustrations.  Price, 
$1.50.    American  Book  Company. 

This  new  dictionary  is  based  on  Webster's  New  International  Diction- 
ary, and,  therefore,  conforms*  to  the  best  present  usage.  It  presents  the 
largest  number  of  words  and  phrases  ever  included  in  a  school  dictionary 
— all  those,  however  new,  likely  to  be  needed  by  any  pupil.  It  is  a  ref- 
erence book  for  the  reader  and  a  guide  in  the  use  of  English,  both  oral 
and  vnritten.  It  fills  every  requirement  that  can  reasonably  be  expected 
of  a  dictionary  of  moderate  size.  This  new  book  gives  the  preference 
to  forms  of  spelling  now  current  in  the  United  Stotes,  in  cases  of  doubt 
leaning  toward  the  simpler  forms  that  may  be  coming  into  use.  In  the 
matter  of  pronunciation  such  alternatives  are  included  as  are  in  very 
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common  use,  but  the  one  that  is  preferred  is  clearly  indicated.  Each  defi- 
nition is  in  the  form  of  a  specific  statement  accompanied  by  one  or  more 

synonyms,  between  which  careful  discimination  is  made.  In  addition, 
this  dictionary  includes  an  unusual  amount  of  supplementary  information 

'Of  value  to  students:  the  etymology,  syllabication  and  capitalization  of 
words;  many  proper  names  from  folklore,  mythology,  and  the  Bible;  a 
list  of  prefixes  and  suffixes;   all  irregularly  infiected  forms;  rules  for 

spelling;  2,329  lists  of  synonyms,  in  which  3,518  words  are  carefully  dis- 

^uriminated ;  answers  to  many  questions  on  the  use  of  correct  English 
constantly  asked  by  pupils ;  a  guide  to  pronunciation ;  abbreyiations  used 
in  writing  and  printing;  a  list  of  1,200  foreign  words  and  phrases;  a 

•dictionary  of  5,400  proper  names  of  persons  and  places,  etc. 

THE  EDUCATION  OP  TOMOKROW.  THE  ADAPTATION  OP  SCHOOL 
<]UBRICULA  TO  ECONOMIC  DEMOCRACY.  By  Arland  D.  Weeks,  with 
.an  introduction  by  M.  V.  0*Shea.    Sturgis  and  Walton.    Price,  $1.25  net. 

This  is  a  timely  rolume  that  fully  discusses,  among  other  things  the 
relative  claims  of  cultural  and  vocational  education.  The  author  is  well 
known  to  readers  of  Education  as  he  is  a  frequent  contributor  to  our 
jpages.  His  book  will  be  welcomed  as  one  of  the  best  statements  yet  pub- 
lished, showing  the  trend  of  the  educational  thought  of  the  day. 

THE  GOLDEN  DEED  BOOK  A  SCHOOL  READER.  By  Professor  E. 
.Hershey  Sneath,  Dean  Qeorge  Hodges  and  Associate^^Superintendent 
Edv^ard  Lawrence  Stevens.  The  MacmiUan  Company.  Price,  55  cents. 
We  have  already  noticed  in  these  pages  this  splendid  Golden  Rule  Series 
-of  readers.  The  authors*  names  are  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  the  vslue 
•of  the  series.  There  is  not  a  dry,  pointless  line  from  cover  to  cover.  No 
method  of  moral  training  is  better  adapted  for  the  public  schools  than 
the  adoption  of  this  series  of  readers.  They  will  create  an  atmosphere 
which  wrill  be  as  pure  ozone  to  the  moral  and  spiritual  instincts  of  the  soul. 

ANCIENT  HISTORY.  By  Hutton  Webster,  Ph.  D.,  professor  in  the 
University  of  Nebraska.  Cloth,  219  illustrations,  53  maps  and  plans, 
xxviii  +  665  pages.  Introduction  price,  $1.50.    D.  C.  Heath  &  Co. 

Among  ancient  histories  for  secondary  schools  this  book  is  unique.  The 
author  has  made  a  new  and  vital  treatment  of  the  material.  The  point  of 
view  is  that  of  human  life.  The'  aspects  of  history  that  are  of  especial 
significance  in  modem  thought  are  given  prominence.  The  book  makes 
the  subject  worth  while  for  every  student.  The  social,  industrial,  and 
commercial  life  of  the  Ancients  is  given  with  exceptional  fullhess.  Ad- 
mirable balance  in  the  treatment  of  art,  literature,  religion,  political 
•events,  and  constitutional  development  has  been  preserved.  The  character 
sketches  of  leading  personages  are  exceptionally  attractive.  The  author 
constantly  recognizes  the  imfiuences  of  great  men  as  a  history-making 
force.  The  maps  and  ilustrations  are  very  numerous  and  are  of  superior 
•quality. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


B€}olc  l^oices     ' ' Sa 


THE  MAjniNG  OF  A  TOWN.  By  President  Frank  L.  McVey  of  the 
University  of  North  Dakota.  -A.  C.  McClurg  &  Company. 

To  match  the  well  known  slogan  of  'the  city  beautiful,**  dwellers  in 
smaller  towns  may  now  adopt  another,  such  as  *Hhe  town  at  its  best;** 
for  President^ Frank  L.  McVey  has  just  written  a  manual  which  is  devoted 
to  that  end.  He  surveys  every  activity  of  the  small  town — from  its  morals 
to  its  budget,  from  its  jdiiysical  situation  to  its  possible  future — and  shovvs 
how,  by  intelligent  community  action,  all  these  may  be  made  the  most  of, — 
the  town  made  more  beautiful  and  healthy,  and  the  citizen**  bank  accoiints 
made  larger.  The  best  forms  of  government,  mayoral,  councilmanic,  com- 
mission, or  corporation  are  discussed  while  not  only  the  duties  of  the 
citizens,  bilt  the  methods  by  which  the  citizens  may  fulfill  their  duties, 
are  laid  down  in  a  way  that  will  make  the  work  a  most  usefi^  civic  guide 
to  all  who  wish  to  live  in  better  towns,  and  to  all  who  have  been  elected  to 
make  their  towns  better. 

THE  PBINCES8  AND  THE  GOBLIN.  (George  Macdonaljd  Stories  for 
Little  Folks.)  Simplified  by  Elizabeth  Lewis.  With  six  full  pa^  illus- 
trations in  color  by  Maria  L.  Kirk.  J.  B.  Lippincott  Company.  Price, 
50  cents  net. 

An  attractive  little  book  for  younger  readers  who  love  fairy  tales. 

ELEMENTS  OF  ACCOUNTING.  Theory  and  Practice.  By  Joseph  ji 
Klein,  P|i.  D.,  C.  P.  A.  Special  Lecturer  on  Accounting  in  the  School  of 
Commerce,  Accounts  and  Finance,  New  York  Universitiy.  D.  Appleton 
4k  Company. 

This  is  a  valuable  text  book  for  high  schools,  comtnevoial  scdiools  and 
for  the  ambitious  bookkeeper.  It  is  oonqirehensive,  clear  and  up-to-date. 
8u]n[>lesnentary  exercises  and  sample  examinaticm  papers  are  supplied 
for  practice  and  review. 

ACADEMIC  ALGEBRA.  (Wentworth-Smitk  Matbttnatical  Bevies).  By 
Oeorge  Wentworth  and  David  Eugene  Smith.  12  mo,  doth,  448  pages, 
with  diagrams.  $1J20.    Ginn  and  Company. 

This  book  is  designed  to  cover  all  the  topics  demanded  for  entrance  to 
•college  and  all  the  work  required  for  the  boy  or  girl  who  is  prex>aring 
directly  for  any  trade  or  industry.  It  is  in  every  sense  a  new  work  and 
is  constructed  on  entirely  modem  lines. 

MARK  TWAIN  AND  THE  HAPPY  ISLAND.  By  Elizabeth  Wallace. 
Illustrated*    A.  C.  McCliA'g  ft  Co.,    Price  $1.00  net. 

A  charming  little  volume  giving  a  picture  of  some  of  the  serene  days 
in  the  later  life  of  the  great  American  humorist,  in  the  island  of  B^- 
mada.  The  admirers  of  Mark  Twain  (and  who  does  not  admire  him), 
*will  welcome  this  unforeseen  addition  to  the  Twain  bibliography. 
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CORBELATIONS  OF  MENTAL  ABILITIES.  By  Benjamin  £.  Simpson, 
Ph.  D.    Teachers  College,  Colmnbia  University.    Price,  $1.00. 

OLD  TESTAMENT  STORIES.  Edited  by  James  B.  Butland.  Silver, 
Burdett  ft  Company.    Price,  45  cents. 

THE  GOLDEN  TEEASUBY.  Selected  from  the  best  songs  and  lyrical 
poems  in  the  English  language  and  arranged  with  notes  by  Francis  T. 
Palgrave,  late  Professor  of  Poetry  in  the  University  of  Oxford.  Edited 
for  the  use  of  schools  by  W.  P.  Trent  and  John  Erskine,  professors  in 
Columbia  University.    Ginn  &  Company.    Price,  50  cents. 

A  LABOBATOBY  MANUAL  OF  AGBICULTUBE.  For  Secondary  Schools, 
by  Leland  E.  Call,  M.  S.,  Associate  Professor  of  Soils  in  the  Kansas  State 
Agriculture  College  and  E.  G.  Schafer,  M.  S.,  Instructor  in  Farm  Crops 
in  the  Kansas  State  Agriculture  College.  The  Macmillan  Company. 
Price,  90  cents,  net. 

CONLEY'S  NUTl^ITION  AND  DIET.  By  Emma  Conley.  Director  of 
Domestic  Seience,  State  Normal  School,  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin.  Cloth,  12 
mo.,  208  pages,  illustrated.    Price,  60  cents.     American  Book  Company.. 

This  volume  for  secondary  schools  is  devoted  largely  to  a  study  of 
foods — ^their  composition,  structure,  nutritive  value,  digestibility,  and 
place  in  the  diet — showing  the  particular  foods  which  contain  the  various 
elements  needed  by  the  human  body.  The  composition  and  functions  of 
the  human  body  are  first  taken  up,  followed  by  a  classification  of  foods 
according  to  their  elements;  digestion;  the  nutritive  and  fuel  value  of 
foods— digestibility ;  the  practical  value  of  balanced  meals;  suggestions 
for  the  planning  of  meals ;  and  many  sx>ecimen  menus;  wdth  tables  show- 
ing the  quantity  of  food  required  for  each  person  and  the  amount  of 
each  element  contained  in  each  food.  In  the  latter  .part  of  the  book, 
foods  are  taken  up  at  greater  length  in  groups.  Their  composition  and 
structure,  nutritive  value,  digestibility,  the  effect  produced  by  heat,  and 
place  in  the  diet,  are  brought  out  in  a  very  helpful  manner.  Many  of 
the  tables  used  in  the  book  are  taken  from  the  bulletins  and  publications 
issued  by  the  United  States  Government. 

WHAT  CHILDREN  STUDY  AND  WHY.  By  Charles  B.  Gilbert,  for- 
merly Superintendent  of  Schools  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  and 
Bochester,  N.  Y.    337  pages.     $1.50.    Silver,  Burdett  &  Company. 

A  timely  book  on  a  subject  that  is  engaging  popular  attention  today — 
the  school  curriculum.  For  those  school  officials  and  teachers  who  talk 
against  **the  over-crowded  curriculum**  as  well  as  for  those  who  clamor 
for  the  addition  of  the  latest  educational  **fad"  this  book  offers  unique 
and  valuable  material.  It  discusses  analytically  the  values  of  all  sub- 
jects taught  in  the  elementary  school  course  of  study,  and  shows  how 
they  should  be  treated  in  the  course  of  study.  It  traces  every  school 
subject  to  its  relation  to  the  life  of  the  pupil  and  it  furnishes  the  best 
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possible  criterion  by  which  to  judge  all  proposed  changes  and  reforms 
Id  school  courses. 

A  thorough  analysis  of  each  of  the  studies  in  the  present-day  curricu- 
lum points  out  their  strength  and  their  weaknesses,  and  the  author  never 
fails  to  make  practical  suggestions  for  the  remedying  of  whateyer  de- 
fects he  finds.  By  his  trenchant  observations  and  his  sane-broad- 
minded  point  of  view,  he  makes  the  elementary  subjects  of  arithmetic, 
reading,  grammar,  geography,  et  cetera,  take  on  a  new  and  vital  inter- 
est. These  discussions  will  furnish  teachers  with  a  fresh  outlook  on  their 
work,  quicken  their  interest  and  show  them  how  to  relate  all  teaching 
to  life. 

The  chapters  on  Methods  of  Instruction  are  especially  helpfvl  in  their 
constructive  criticism.  Two  of  the  most  illuminating  chapters  in  the  book 
are  The  Correlation  of  Studies**  and  ''Efficiency  of  the  Ck>urse  of  Study.** 
The  author  believes  that  history  and  geography  need  to  be  joined  in  wed- 
lock. Nature  study  should  be  adopted  into  the  family.  Language  should 
be  taught  as  one  means  of  expressing  Ideas  on  the  other  subjects  studied, 
drawing  as  another.  The  much-discussed  problems  of  Sex  Hygiene, 
Moral  Training,  Industrial  Training,  Motor  Expression,  etc.,  are  treated 
with  rare  common-sense. 


Books  Acknowledged  for  Review  in  Education 

We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  followinir  books,  formal  reviews  of  which 

are  impossible  for  lack  of  space.— Publishers  Education. 

Introduction  to  Experimental  Education.  By  Robert  R.  Rusk,  IC.  A.,  B.  A* 
Ph.  D.    Longmans,  Oreen  &  Co.    Price  |1.40  net 

Lipplncott's  Educational  Series.  Edited  by  Martin  O.  Bnuabaugh.  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 
"Current  Educational  Activities."  A  report  upon  education  throughout 
the  world.  Being  the  1911  volume  of  "The  Annals  of  Educational  Proa- 
ress."  By  John  Palmer  Oarber,  Ph.  D.  Associate  Supt.  of  the  Publld 
Schools  of  Philadelphia.    J.  B.  Ldppinoott  Company.    Price  $1.86. 

Washington  and  Lincoln.  Leaders  of  the  nation  in  the  constitutional  eras  of 
American  Historv.  By  Robert  W.  McLaughlin.  With  three  portraits. 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sona 

iung  Deutschland.  By  Anna  Oronow.  University  Elementary  School.  The 
University  of  Cfhicago.    Oinn  and  Company.    Price,  |.90. 

The  Essentials  of  English  Composition.  By  James  W.  Linn.  Associate  Professor 
of  English,  University  of  Chicago.    Charles  Scribner*s  Sona 

Forge  Work.  By  William  L.  Ilgen.  Forging  Instructor,  Crane  Technical  High 
School.    Chicago,  111.    American  Book  Company.    Price,  80  cents. 

The  Dramatic  Method  of  Teaching.  By  Harriet  Finlay- Johnson.  Edited  for 
American  Teachers  by  Ellen  M.  Cfyr.    Oinn  and  Company.    Price,  $1.00. 

rraining  The  Little  Home  Maker;  by  Kitchengarden  Methods.  By  Mabel  Louise 
Keech,  A.  B.    J.  B.  Llpplncott  Co. 

The  Riverside  Readera  Fifth  Reader.  By  James  H  Van  Sickle,  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  Sprlne^eld.  Mass.,  and  Wilhelmina  Seegmiller,  Director  of 
Art,  Indianapolis  Fubllc  Schools.  Assisted  by  Frances  Jenkins.  Super- 
visor of  Elementary  Grades,  Decatur.  HI.  Illustrated  by  Lucy  Fitch  Per- 
kina    Houghton  Mifflin  Company.    Price,  55  cex^ta 

Henrik  Ibsen.  Plays  and  problems.  By  Otto  Heller,  Professor  of  German  and 
Literature.  Washington  University.  Houghton  Mifflin  Co.,  Price,  $2.00 
net. 

British  Poems.  From  "Canterbury  Tales"  to  "Recessional."  Eklited  by  Percy 
Adams  Hutchison,  Ph.  D.,  formerly  instructor  in  English,  Harvard 
University.     Charles  Scribner's  Sons.. 

The  WoHd  We  Live  in  or  Philosophy  and  Life  In  the  Light  of  Modern  Thought. 
By  George  Stuart  Fullerton,  Professor  of  Philosophy  in  Columbia  Uni- 
versity.    New  York,  N.  Y.    The  Macmillan  Company.     Price,  $1.50  net. 
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)tory-Land.  Outlines  for  "The  Child  Life  Composition  Pictures."  By  Bffle 
Seachrest.    The  A.  S.  Barnes  Company. 

Historical  Charts  of  the  Life  and  Ministry  of  Christ.  With  an  OutlUm  Harmony 
of  the  Gospels.  By  Croscup.  The  Sunday  School  Times  Co.  Price,  $1.50 
net. 

Thought- Building  In  Composition.  A  training  manual  In  the  method  and  me- 
chanics of  writing,  with  a  supplementary  division  on  jom'naltstlc  writing 
as  a  means  of  practice.  By  Robert  Wilson  Neal,  A.  M.  The  Macmlllan 
Company.     Price,  80  cents  net. 

The  Kipling  Reader.    For  elementary  grades.    D.  Appleton  &  Company. 

Stuttering  and  Lisping.  By  E.  W.  Scripture,  Ph.  D..  M.  D.,  associate  in  Psychia- 
try, Columbia  University.     The  Macmlllan  Company.     Price,  $1.50  net 

Heath's  Modem  Language  Series,  Mollere  et  Recite,  with  vocabulary  and  scenes 
for  acting.  By  M.  L.  Chapuzet,  Girls  High  School,  Wakefield,  England. 
W.  M.  Daniels,  M.  A.,  D.  Litt.  City  School,  Westminster,  England,  D.  C. 
Heath  &  Company.    Price,  50  cents. 

Aus  Vergangener  Zelt.  Edited  by  Arnold  Werner- Spanhoofd,*  director  of  Ger- 
man, High  Schools,  Washington,  D.  C.  Illustrated,  with  notes,  conversa- 
tional questions  and  vocabulary.  American  Book  Company.  Price,  60 
cents. 

Old  English  Ballads.  Selected  and  arranged  for  use  in  elementary  schools.  By 
John  A.  Long.    D.  C.  Heath  &  Co. 

Tha  Elements  of  Musical  Theory.  A  music  text  book  for  intermediate  and  high 
schools.  Arranged  and  compiled  by  Edward  J.  A.  Zelner,  teacher  of 
music.  Commercial  High  School,  Borough  of  Brooklyn,  New  York  City. 
The  Macmlllan  Company.    Price,  40  cents  net 

Columbia  University  contributions  to  Education.  Teachers  college  series.  The 
Secularization  of  American  Education.  By  Samuel  Windsor  Brown,  Ph. 
D.,  A.  B.    Teachers  College,  Columbia  University.    Price  $1.60. 

Correct  Business  and  Legal  Forms.  A  reference  manual  for  stenographers,  sec- 
retaries and  reporters.    By  Eleanora  Banks.      G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons. 

Qod  and  Homa  and  Native  Land.  The  trinity  which  inspires  noble  living  in 
young  and  old.  ESdited  by  Logan  Marshall.  The  John  C.  Winston  Com- 
pany.   Price  11.60  net 

Britton's  Supplementary  Leaflets  for  Class  Use.  Supplementary  Arithmetic 
Problems,  separate  leaflets  for  each  of  eight  grades,  6  cents  each.  An- 
swers to  Problems  tn  Supplementary  Arithmetic  Leaflets,  10  cents.  Lan- 
guage Exercises  Fifth  and  Sixth  Grades,  6  cents  each.  Grammar  Exer- 
cises, 10  cents  each.  A  manual  of  physical  training,  plasrs  and  games,  for 
the  Primary  Grades  of  the  Cleveland  Public  Schools,  10  cents  eaoh.  A 
manual  of  physical  education,  for  the  teachers  of  the  Cleveland  Public 
Schools,  16  cents  each.    The  Britton  Printing  Company. 

Rhythm  and  Action,  with  Music  for  the  Piano.  By  Katherine  P.  Norton.  Oliver 
Ditson  Co.    Prtce.  $1.00. 

Parallai  Source  Problems.  In  medieval  history.  By  Frederic  Duncalf,  Ph.  D., 
Adjunct  Prof.  University  of  Texas  and  August  C.  Krey.  M.  A.  With  an 
introduction  by  Professor  Dana  Carleton  Munro  of  the  university  of  Wis- 
consin.   Harper  &  Brothers.    Price  |1.10. 

Periodical  Notes. 

In  tha  Poputmf  SeUnoe  MtimUUif  for  Augost  the  present  all-absorbing  sabjeot  of  BagSD- 
ks  is  handled  vary  elerarty,  with  special  rereremoe  to  InteUeot  and  Charaoter,  by  Professor 
■dwanlL.Thonidlke. 

Tha  Angast  IdppkuoU'B  is  an  Meal  nnmber  for  the  late  raaatftonist.  The  Complete 
MoTetotta^  the  8h<nt  Stories,  and  Sdltorial  Pages  via  with  one  another  In  holding  tha  read- 
er's onwaverlng  attention  from  start  to  finish. 

A  sevenJ  page  paper  on  **  Common  Sense  In  Pronaaciation  "  by  Robert  J.  Mennar  m»> 
pears  in  the  Angnst  Issne  of  the  AOanUe  Monihig,  Every  line  of  this  paper  is  wortii  tile 
iotioe  of  tsaohars  and  an  who  appreciate  tiie  diOcalty  in  avoiding  oolloqnialisms. 

The  diAlghts  of  ttkB  many  nniqne  and  graoefol  customs,  the  wonders  of  the  steaming. 
Imbblhiit  hot  springs,  the  never  ceasing  pageant  of  fiuihioo,  wealth,  and  beanty,  and 
all  else  that  goea  to  make  nplife  at  Carlsbad,  is  told  most  allorlngly  by  Uarrison  Bhodet 
In  BarmtTB  Ifo^oslns  for  August,  under  the  title  **  Oarlsbad  the  Ooraiopolltan.** 

Beadera  of  the  Cmtmry  Jfo^ssins  for  Ancust  will  be  delighted  to  find  a  three-part 
story,  by  the  author  of  that  captivating  little  book  Holly  Mske-BeUeve,  begun  in  this  nom- 
bsr.  Tha  title  is  *'The  White  Linen  Nurse,"  and  the  opening  chapters  put  tha  reader  In 
a  fever  of  impatlenoe  for  the  next  installnieut. 

The  articles  contributed  to  the  August  number  of  the  Jforeit  Am^rietm  Review  deal 
widely  with  the  leading  subjects  of  the  day,  Among  the  excellent  papers  is  one  by  Or.  A. 
F.  Zann  on  '*  A  Hatlonal  Aeronautloal  Laboratory,"  and  a  very  timely  one  by  Chester  Loyd 
Jones  on  **  Bananas  and  Diplomaoy." 
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Education  for  the  Industrial  Advance  of  the 
Wage  Earner 

Witt  Bowdbb,  Maj)ison,  Wisconsin. 

OCIETT  is  testing  itself.  Its  ideas  and  its  insti- 
tutions are  being  weighed  in  the  balance.  Does  a 
thing  efficiently  serve  a  worthy  end  ?  If  it  does,  let 
it  live  and  prosper.  If  not,  it  must  .either  be 
adapted  to  present  needs  or  else  give  place  to  some- 
thing better.  That  much-discussed  economic  or- 
ganization, the  trust,  is  essentially  a  monopoly,  and 
monopoly  is  no  new  thing.  But  men  are  now 
determined  to  put  it  to  the  test,  to  decide  whether  or  not  it  shall 
be  retained  as  a  part  of  our  economic  system,  and  if  so,  to  learn 
how  it  shall  best  be  utilized  to  the  advantage  of  society.  Even  that 
venerable  and  sacred  institution,  the  church,  is  undergoing  this 
searching  criticism,  so  much  so  that  it  is  adapting  itself  to  present 
^conditions  by  becoming  more  rational  and  democi^c. 

Education  is  not  exempt.  Indeed,  there  is  so  much  indiscrimi- 
nate criticism  of  the  schools  that  one  is  often  inclined  to  criti- 
cise the  critics.  And  yet,  when  this  spirit  is  demanding  that 
every  sort  of  organization,  from  the  college  fraternity  to  the 
Christian  church,  be  weighed  in  the  balance,  can  the  sdiools  be 
expected  to  escape?  It  is  well  that  they  sl\puld  not  escape,  for 
this  is  a  part  of  the  process  by  which  they  are  shaping  themselves 
for  better 'wort 

The  most  urgently  needed  adjustment  of  the  schools  is  in  their 
relation  to  the  wage  earners.  This  is  the  more  important  because 
we  are  becoming  more  and  more  a  wage-earning  people.     Even 
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among  the  professional  classes,  the  majority  are  in  the  employ 
of  state,  church,  and  the  larger  private  corporations;  and  while 
their  compensation  is  dignified  by  the  name  of  salary,  it  is  not 
far  removed  in  most  cases  from  the  wage  of  the  ordinary  industrial 
worker.  Often  it  is  lower.  The  average  monthly  salary  paid 
teachers  in  the  public  schools  is  only  about  fifty  dollars. 

The  agricultural  classes  include  more  than  ten  million  of  those 
engaged  in  gainful  occupations;  and  strictly  speaking,  a  large 
proportion  of  these  are  not  wage  earners  but  land  owners.  But 
there  are  upwards  of  two  million  farm  laborers  who  are  not  land 
owners  or  tenants  or  members  of  their  families.  Nearly  forty 
percent  of  the  farms  of  the  country  are  operated  by  tenants,  and 
the  proportion  of  farms  so  operated  increased  sixteen  percent 
during  the  last  census  period.  During  the  same  ten  years,  the 
number  of  mortgaged  farms  increased  nearly  eighteen  percent 
In  spite  of  the  increasing  demand  for  land,  the  enlarged  acreage 
under  cultivation,  and  the  development  of  intensive  methods  of 
farming,  the  average  size  of  farms  is  increasing. 

In  seeking  the  favor  of  the  farmer,  the  politician  delights  to 
exploit  the  advantages  of  the  agricultural  classes,  but  their  in- 
dustrial status  is  in  many  ways  lower  than  that  of  the  wage 
earners  of  the  cities.  In  the  cities,  the  wage  earners  can  more 
easily  unite  for  mutual  advantage;  they  have  better  schools;  and 
methods  of  industrial  improvement  that  are  found  effective  in  a 
given  city  can  more  or  less  readily  be  appropriated  in  other 
cities,  because  of  greater  uniformity  of  oonditions  and  closer 
relations  among  the  workers.  In  the  country,  organization  has 
so  far  achieved  little  as  compared  with  labor  unions  in  cities. 
Schools  are  for  the  most  part  mere  makeshifts,  taught  by  appren- 
tices, or  more  lai^ly  still  by  those  who  are  not  even  apprentices, 
but  who  are  expecting  to  enter  some  other  calling  or  to  marry. 
Conditions  are  so  diverse,  and  the  population  is  so  scattered,  as 
to  make  improvement  a  slow  and  tedious  process.  In  any  plan 
for  the  industrial  progress  of  wage  earners,  the  workers  in  the 
country  should  by  all  means  be  included. 

In  both  city  and  country,  industry  is  becoming  more  and  more 
centralized,  and  the  result  is  a  constant  increase  in  the  proportion 
of  wage  earners.  Increase  in  the  country  of  tenantry,  hired  labor, 
mortgages  and  the  size  of  farms  has  already  been  noted.    Even  in 
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the  newer  regions  of  the  southwest,  the  centralizing  process  is  go- 
ing on,  and  extending  to  the  villages  and  the  country.  Thus  in 
central  Texas  there  is  a  typical  village  of  fifteen  hundred  people. 
ISot  many  years  ago,  the  cotton  gins,  the  stores,  the  hotels,  and 
other  enterprises  were  owned  and  operated  by  citizens  of  the 
town.  Now,  the  gins,  the  banks,  the  leading  hotel,  and  every 
mercantile  establishment  except  two  or  three  that  are  small  and 
all  but  bankrupt,  are  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  outside  capi- 
talists, who  have  similar  holdings  throughout  the  region.  Almost 
the  entire  poptdation  of  the  town  is  of  the  wage-earning  and  sal- 
aried class.  With  such  conditions  and  tendencies  in  the  country 
and  the  small  towns,  what  is  to  be  said  of  the  larger  towns  and 
the  great  cities? 

Beyond  question,  industry  throughout  the  country  is  being 
greatly  centralized.  In  the  country,  tenantry  and  hired  labor 
are  increasing.  In  the  towns  and  cities,  small  concerns  are 
either  becoming  bankrupt  or  are  allowing  themselves  to  be  ab- 
sorbed by  the  great  corporations.  The  artisan  and  tradesman, 
formerly  independent,  are  becoming  parts  of  contract  systems. 

This  centralization  of  industry  means  the  centralization  of 
capital  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  proportion  of  wage 
earners.  By  including  among  the  wage  earners  not  only  those 
who  work  at  "jobs"  requiring  manual  labor,  but  those  who  have 
"positions"  payiiig  "salaries",  and  also  the  ordinary  worker  in 
the  country,  it  is  doubly  true  that  we  are  a  wage-earning  people. 
The  census  authorities  estimate  that  of  males  in  the  United  States 
ten  years  old  and  over,  about  eighty  percent  are  wage  earners. 
By  excluding  children,  the  percent  wotdd  of  course  be  much 
larger.  We  are  dominantly  and  increasingly  a  wage^aming 
people. 

Whatever  may  be  the  good  or  evil  of  such  conditions  and  ten- 
dencies, the  wage  earner  is  in  urgent  need  of  a  higher  industrial 
status.  Wages  have  failed  to  keep  pace  with  the  increasing  cost 
of  living.  This  has  necessarily  either  lowered  the  standard  of 
living  or  kept  it  stationary.  Hours  of  labor,  save  in  the  skilled 
and  well-organized  lines  of  work,  are  long,  and  conditions  of 
labor  are  wretched  and  often  dangerous.  Standards  of  living 
are  no  better  than  wages  and  hours  and  conditions  of  labor. 

A  hi^er  wage  is  a  necessary  element  of  the  wage  earner's  in- 
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dustrial  improyement.  But  it  is  perhaps  not  the  most  vital  or 
most  important  element.  It  is  conceivable^  indeed,  that  wages 
and  material  standards  of  life  might  be  vastly  better  than  at 
present,  with  the  wage  earner  little  removed  from  slavery.  Em- 
ployers might  be  seized  with  a  spirit  of  benevolence  and  so  im- 
prove the  conditions  of  living  among  their  employees  as  almost 
to  do  away  with  such  present  evils  as  long  hours,  child  labor, 
malnutrition,  and  tenement  life.  Or  possibly  they  might  decide 
— ^as  did  many  slave  holders  in  days  of  negro  slavery — that  kind 
treatment  and  proper  shelter  and  food  and  recreation  would  re- 
stdt  in  greater  efficiency  and  profit  But  in  either  case,  would 
the  employees'  elevation  be  genuine  or  permanent  ? 

Well  meaning  and  well  directed  philanthropy  is  not  to  be  de- 
spised, nor  should  the  employer's  kindly  interest  in  the  lives  of 
his  employees  be  ignored.  But  despotism,  no  matter  how  benevo- 
lent, must  be  spumed  by  the  wage  earner;  and  philanthropy  of 
any  sort  has  little  place  in  the  elevation  of  the  normal  wage  earner 
except  because  of  unnatural  or  unjust  conditions.  Their  elevation 
must  fundamentally  be  the  work  of  their  own  hands ;  and  it  must 
consist  fundamentally  of  independence. 

Freedom  has  long  enough  been  the  siren  song  of  the  demagogue. 
It  must  again  be  made  the  aim  of  the  statesman  and  the  hope  of 
the  common  man.  The  wage  earner  must  have  for  his  uplift  the 
ambition  for  freedom.  Industry  must  be  made  democratic.  The 
laborer  must  acquire  such  qualities  as  will  fit  him  for  his  proper 
share  in  the  control  of  the  industrial  system  of  which  he  is  the 
chief  part.  Only  thus  can  he  hope  to  escape  on  the  one  hand  the 
slavery  of  industrial  despotism,  and  to  secure  on  the  other  hand 
his  just  share  of  the  benefits  of  industry. 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  coming  democracy  in  the  control  of 
industry,  there  is  much  difference  of  opinion.  Some  would  place 
their  chief  hope  in  the  trade  agreement  between  employer  and  em- 
ployees. Others  believe  in  the  far-reaching  possibilities  of  profit 
sharing  and  various  private  co-operative  schemes,  whereby  the 
capital  of  industry,  and  hence  its  profits,  are  distributed  among  a 
large  number  of  small  stockholders.  An  increasing  number  put 
their  faith  in  some  form  of  socialism,  which  they  regard  as  a 
method  for  making  effective  the  principles  of  democracy.  They 
would  ultimately  do  away  with  the  wage  system  entirely,  as  being 
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little  removed  from  slavery  and  eerfdom,  out  of  which  it  sprang, 
and  as  being  inherently  opposed  to  the  further  evolution  of 
democracy.  They  would  thus  have  the  wage  earners  elevate  them- 
selves by  becoming  capitalists — ^by  making  the  more  ii^^portant 
industries  common  property,  owned  and  operated  by  a  thoroughly 
democratic  government  Others  believe  in  the  opposite  policy, 
looking  to  a  decentralized  and  competitive  system. 

But  the  centralizing  tendency  of  industry  is  apparent,  and  even 
in  private  hands,  this  tendency  is  not  without  benefits.  But  in  the 
path  toward  centralization  of  industry  as  well  as  of  political 
power,  stalks  the  specter  of  despotism.  Thus  our  great  capi- 
talists are  called  industrial  despots.  What  is  to  be  done?  Shall 
we  try  to  reverse  the  centralizing  tendency  and  return  to  old- 
time  competition,  foregoing  even  the  benefits  of  co-operation? 
Or  is  there  some  method  by  \yhich  we  may  escape  despotism  and 
direct  the  benefits  of  centralization  into  the  channels  of  the  com- 
mon good?  These  questions  cannot  be  answered  hastily.  It  is 
difficult  to  say  whether  competition,  or  the  trade  agreement,  or 
profit  sharing,  or  private  co-operation,  or  public  co-operation 
should  have  chief  place  in  determining  public  policy. 

But  the  fact  that  needs  emphasis  here  is  that  any  method  for 
securing  and  maintaining  the  industrial  independence  of  the  wage 
earner  depends  upon  his  own  development.  For  this  development, 
for  his  growth  in  such  qualities  as  will  enable  him  to  share  in  the 
government  of  the  industrial  system  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  its 
benefits,  the  wage-earner  is  placing  great  hope  in  education.  Since 
we  are  dominantly  and  increasingly  a  wage-earning  people,  the 
relation  of  education  to  the  wage  earner  is  a  question  of  general 
and  vital  import. 

In  general,  there  are  two  types  of  education :  public  and  private. 
It  is  hardly  necessary,  however,  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
place  of  private  education  among  the  wage  earners,  for  the  reason 
that  with  them  it  is  almost  .iion-existent  Even  if  it  be  thought 
that  private  education  would  be  better  than  state-controlled  edu- 
cation, the  fact  remains  that  among  the  wage  earners  public  edu- 
cation is  everywhere  dominant,  so  much  so  that  the  part  of  wis- 
dom for  the  present  at  least  is  in  making  the  most  of  the  situation. 
But  it  is  very  generally  conceded  that  public  education,  backed 
as  it  is  by  local  enterprise  and  interest,  is  the  more  practicable 
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form  of  education.  And  so  efficient  are  the  public  schools  be- 
coming in  comparison  with  private  schools,  that  even  the  wealthy 
and  intellectual  classes  are  giving  them  general  support  and 
patronage.  In  certain  exceptional  cases,  and  for  certain  special 
purposes,  as  educational  experimentation,  private  education  has  a 
proper  place;  but  in  considering  the  general  woit  of  education 
among  the  wage  earners,  we  may  disregard  all  forms  of  private 
education. 

The  question  then  becomes.  What  forms  of  public  education 
should  be  advised  for  making  effective  among  tlie  wage  earners 
those  principles  of  democracy  by  which  they  may  rise  to  a  higher 
industrial  status  ?  This  question  brings  up  the  whole  problem  of 
the  attitude  of  the  public  schools  toward  industry  and  the  indus- 
trial training  of  pupils.  Three  principal  views  are  being  taken 
by  those  who  have  this  problem  in  mind. 

(1)  There  are  those  who  believe  that  the  so-called  "tradi- 
tional" course  of  study,  consisting  of  such  subjects  as  language, 
mathematics,  history,  physics,  and  literature,  is  the  best  curri- 
culum yet  developed,  and  that  public  education  should  adhere 
strictly  to  these  subjects.  They  hope  by  this  means  not  only  to 
conserve  and  transmit  the  culture  heritage  of  the  past,  but  to 
furnish  the  best  possible  preparation  for  the  work  of  life. 
They  contend  that  vocational  training  in  the  public  schools  will 
not  only  sacrifice  the  good  of  the  "traditional"  curriculum,  but 
will  necessarily  be  superficial,  because  of  the  narrowness  of  its 
scope,  and  because  of  the  exceeding  complexity  of  industrial  life. 
They  contend  that  the  cost  no  less  than  the  general  impractica- 
bility of  duplicating  the  complex  industrial  life  of  society  in 
school  training  condemns  vocational  education  in  the  public  schools 
to  inevitable  failure.  They  believe  that  public  education  should 
^ve  the  wage  earner  not  so  much  the  knowledge  of  how  to  run 
a  furrow  or  handle  a  pick  or  tend  a  loom  or  fire  an  engine,  but 
rather  the  culture  of  great  thoughts,  the  power  of  right  habits, 
and  the  guidance  of  worthy  ideals. 

This  may  be  said  to  be  the  conservative  viewpoint,  but  it  is 
the  viewpoint  of  many  who  are  in  sympathy  with  the  wage  earners 
and  are  mindful  of  llie  school's  obligation  to  them. 

(2)  Many  believe  that  since  the  majority  of  the  patrons  of 
the  public  schools  are  wage  earners,  and  since  the  life  interests  and 
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activities  of  practically  all  of  the  students  will  be  in  the  realm 
of  common  toil,  the  public  schools  should  frankly  recognize  the 
facts  and  devote  themselves  primarily  to  direct^  specific  industrial 
training.  They  contend  that  the  ^'traditional"  subjects  have 
proven  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  democratic  industrial  so- 
ciety of  today.  They  believe  that  even  the  comparatively  few 
^  who  enter  the  professions  and  the  more  important  industrial  po- 
sitions may  well  profit  by  a  public  school  education  essentially 
industrial ;  but  that  if  they  prefer  the  older  type  of  learning,  they 
can  get  such  training,  in  the  future  as  has  been  their  tendency  in 
the  past,  from  tutors  and  private  schools.  They  would  not  en- 
courage such  segregation  of  the  wealthy  and  the  professional 
classes  outside  of  the  public  schools,  but  on  the  other  hand,  if 
these  classes  insist  on  an  artificial  separation  of  their  educational 
needs  from  the  needs  of  the  industrial  workers,  then  the  only 
thing  to  do  is  to  see  to  it  that  public  education  serves  the  greatest 
need  of  the  greatest  number.  They  say  that  the  fruits  of  the 
schools  are  ample  evidence  of  need  for  radical  change.  They 
believe  that  the  schools  should  teach  vocations,  and  that  the  proper 
teaching  of  these  will  not  coily  give  the  pupil  a  fixm  basis  for  in- 
dustrial success,^  but  will  give  him,  naturally  and  effectively, 
the  culture  of  ideas,  the  power  of  right  habits,  and  the  guidance 
of  ideals  that  are  in  harmony  with  a  life  of  common  toiL  They 
contend  that  the  most  effective  education  is  one  acquired  by 
means  of  self-activity  and  self-expression,  and  that  the  schools 
should  therefore  educate  primarily  by  means  of  the  activities  in- 
volved in  direct  manual  and  industrial  training,  because  these  are 
most  fxdly  in  harmony  with  the  life  activities  of  the  student.  They 
believe  that  only  in  this  way  can  education  be  made  democratic 
and  effective  in  aiding  the  wage  earner  in  his  struggle  to  attain 
a  higher  industrial  status. 

(3)  The  third  viewpoint  is  that  of  those  who  recognize  the 
danger  of  departing  radically  from  the  subject  matter  and  methods 
of  the  present  curriculum,  who  realize  that  there  are  other  sources 
of  weakness  in  the  public  school,  and  who  contend  for  a  policy 
which  will  conserve  the  good  of  the  old  in  the  readjustments 
brou^t  about  by  the  new  subject  matter,  methods  and  ideals. 
They  believe  that  local  conditions  often  justify  and  make  needful 
the  introduction  of  specific  vocational  training  and  even  the  es- 
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tablishment  of  schools  devoted  entirely  to  direct  training  for  in- 
dustrial life.  They  believe  that  one  of  the  organizing,  unifying 
forces  in  the  curriculum  and  methods  of  every  public  sdiool  should 
be  such  an  ideal  as  will  cause  the  ninety  or  ninety-five  percent 
of  the  students  who  go  out  into  the  ranks  of  common  toil  to  go, 
not  with  ambitions  impossible  of  fulfillment  and  not  with  a  dis- 
taste and  contempt  for  their  life  work,  but*  rather  with  that  spirit 
which  recognizes  the  honor  and  dignity  and  opportunity  of  any 
honest  calling.  To  this  end,  they  believe  that  education  should 
seek  to  utilize  manual  and  vocational  subjects,  but  that  there  is 
danger  of  depending  upon  these  to  such  an  extent  as  to  lead  to 
superficiality  and  to  narrow  the  scope  and  ideals  of  the  school, 
so  much  so  that  radical  advocates  of  vocational  training  would 
defeat  their  own  aims.  They  believe  that  the  permanent  eleva- 
tion of  the  wage  earner  to  a  higher  industrial  status  depends  not 
only  upon  his  increased  productive  ability,  but  even  more  upon 
his  increased  ability  to  share  in  the  responsibilities  and  benefits 
of  organized  society.  They  contend  that  education  in  seeking  the 
industrial  elevation  of  the  wage  earner  must  make  sure  of  the 
foundation,  lest  after  his  elevation  he  fall  to  a  lower  plane  than 
that  from  which  he  rose. 

In  brief,  those  who  contend  for  the  third  viewpoint  would  elimi- 
nate the  error  and  utilize  the  good  of  each  of  the  first  two  plans. 
They  contend,  in  the  first  place,  that  inasmuch  as  a  vast  majority 
of  the  patrons  of  the  public  schools  are  wage  earners,  nothing  less 
is  right  and  just  than  the  adjustment  of  the  entire  system  so  as 
to  aid  in  their  advancement.  In  the  second  place,  in  order  that 
their  industrial  progress  may  be  permanent  and  avoid  the  danger 
of  a  one-sided,  disproportionate,  imstable  development,  they  be- 
lieve that  it  must  be  a  part  of  a  general  improvement  in  those 
qualities  which  fit  the  wage  earners  for  the  exercise  of  the  respon- 
sibilities and  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefits  of  citizenship  in  the 
democracy. 

The  problem,  then,  of  education  for  the  industrial  advance  of 
the  wage  earners  may  be  stated  thus : 

(1)  Our  educational  system  must  in  justice  be  adjusted  to 
serve  primarily  the  needs  of  the  wage  earners,  because  we  are  domi- 
nantly  and  increasingly  a  wage-earning  people. 

(2)  The  fundamental  needs  of  the  wage  earners  are  econoi^io 
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needs,  and  their  struggle  is  primarily  a  struggle  for  economic 
justice. 

(3)  But  the  success  of  the  wage  earners  in  this  struggle  for 
economic  justice  and  independence  depends  not  only  upon  the 
industrial  skill  of  the  individual  workers,  but  upon  their  intelli- 
gence, their  power  to  co-operate  with  tiieir  fellows,  and.  their 
ability  to  share  in  the  control  of  industry  and  of  government. 

(4)  Hence  the  adjustment  of  education  to  meet  the  industrial 
needs  of  the  wage  earners  must  be  such  as  will  enable  them  to 
acquire  not  merely  skill  as  workmen  but  those  qualities  which  fit 
them  for  their  proper  share  in  the  responsibilities  and  benefits  of 
industrial  and  political  organizations. 

When  the  workers  take  part  intelligently  in  the  control  of  in- 
dustry and  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  benefits,  efficiency  will  take 
care  of  itself.  Among  the  chief  enemies  of  efficiency  are  irre- 
sponsibility and  injustice.  Industrial  efficiency  is  important,  but 
more  important  is  industrial  democracy. 
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The  Mental  Value  of  the  Study  of  English 

Grammar 

Mabgaset  Alton,  Hioh  School,  Watbevliet,  New  York. 

UEESTQ  the,  past  ten  years,  the  whole  sphere  of 

Dl  English  instruction  has  been  changed;  aim,  subject- 
I  matter,  methods  and  results.  In  some  ways,  th» 
change  has  been  unquestionably  good.  From, 
studying  rhetoric  as  an  abstract  science  to  using 
the  principles  of  rhetoric  as  a  guide  to  the  inter- 
pretation and  better  enjoyment  of  our  great 
writers,  and  as  a  check  to  our  own  careless  tenden- 
cies in  speech,  is  a  valuable  bit  of  progress.  From  learning  rules  of 
syntax  simply  as  such,  to  applying  those  rules  to  the  decision  of 
questions  of  construction  is  surely  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 
We  are  working  from  a  study  of  tibieory  to  a  combination  of  theory 
and  practice;  and  in  all  lines  of  study,  we  are  considering  not 
alone  the  knowledge  to  be  gained,  but  the  mental,  spiritual,  or 
perhaps  physical  training  that  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  the 
acquisition  of  such  knowledge. 

Our  high  school  girls  and  boys  should  be  given  a  working 
knowledge  of  the  grammar  of  their  own  language ;  but  if  we  are 
to  give  them  a  taste  for  the  study,  we  must  understand  our.iaim 
and  not  bewilder  them.  The  assignment  must  be  for  some  pur- 
pose and  therefore  definite  and  within  their  power  to  follow,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  is  not  so  easy  as  to  afford  no  stimulus  to  the 
mind.  Our  main  business  in  all  the  four  years  is  to  lay  the  foun- 
dations of  the  later  education. '  The  mind  is  to  be  quickened,  en- 
livened, and  taught  to  be  ready,  clear,  and  logical  in  its  working. 
To  this  end  there  are  various  processes  whose  use  must  become 
habitual ;  and  one  value  of  the  study  of  English  Grammar  is  that 
it  exercises  the  mind  in  the  use  of  three  of  these  processes, — 
analysis,  comparison,  selection.  Three  illustrations  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  make  the  method  clear,  I  think. 

The  nominative  absolute  construction  is  similar  at  first  sight  to 
the  combination  or  noim  or  pronoun  with  participial  modifier.  A. 
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careful  tracing  of  the  elements  of  each  is  as  interesting  to  a  first 
year  student  as  is  the  taking  apart  of  a  clock  to  a  six-year-old 
boy;  he  loves  to  explore;  he  loves  to  use  his  mind;  he  gets  re- 
sults in  finding  out  something  that  everyone  doesn't  know.  Fol- 
lowing the  analysis,  comes  the  comparison  of  the  elements  with 
the  pointing  out  of  essential  differences,  this  to  be  continued  until 
the  comparison  is  an  easy  matter.  Then  a  number  of  sentences 
containing  the  two  arranged  promiscuously  may  be  given,  the  re- 
quirement to  be  the  quick  selection  of  each  construction,  and  the 
support  of  the  selection  by  means  of  analysis,  and  comparison  of 
relations. 

In  all  this  work,  we  must  insist  upon  complete  and  accurate 
statements,  upon  mentioning  each  part  throughout  the  recitation 
in  the  order  in  which  it  was  named  at  first,  and  upon  careful  atten- 
tion to  all  mechanical  details  whenever  the  work  is  written — ^for  " 
these  studies  make  excellent  expositive  topics.  We  must  avoid,  as 
much  as  possible,  leading  questions.  It  is  better  to  make  a  student 
who  fails  see  in  the  next  recitation  what  he  did  wrongly  or  did 
not  do  at  all,  or  to  induce  him  to  ask  the  question  whose  answer 
will  dear  up  the  difficulty.  Again,  if  the  nominative  absolute  is 
named  first,  let  it  continue  in  that  relative  position  throughout 
By  mechanical  details,  we  mean  punctuation,  transitions,  etc. 

The  same  procedure  may  be  followed  with  the  three  comple- 
ments, with  Ae  objective  complement  and  appositive  of  the  ob- 
ject, with  the  predicate  complement  and  appositive  of  subject 
In  none  of  these  constructions  should  we  confine  ourselves  to  the 
noun;  substantives  should  be  used  freely  and  with  very  little 
explanation. 

Perhaps  the  set  of  comparisons  that  most  shocks  students  of 
the  second  year  is  that  of  showing  how  tense  is  not  always  of  the 
same  name  as  the  time  expressed.  I  have  known  boys  to  laugh  at 
the  statement  that  a  present  tense  verb  does  not  always  express  a 
present  time  action.  But  when  they  were  asked  the  tense  of  am  to 
go  in  the  sentence  If  I  am  to  go,  I  will  ride,  and  had  to  reply  by 
a  negative  to  the  question,  "Does  the  going  take  place  in  the 
present  time  V\  they  were  startled  out  of  the  sureness  that  accom- 
panies lethargy.  From  such  a  shock,  the  mind  may  be  led  into  an 
inquiry  full  of  newness  and  interest,  concerning  the  relation  of  • 
tense  to  mode,  of  one  tense  in  a  sentence  to  another.  -  And  such 
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a  study  always  leaves  a  youthful  mind  more  open  to  conviction, 
less  ready  for  passive  belief  than  before. 

There  is  hardly  a  phrase  of  English  Grammar  that  will  not  be 
a  subject  for  the  development  of  analysis,  comparison,  selection, 
and  that  will  not  unravel  itself  during  the  use  of  these  processes. 
The  work  needs  knowledge  and  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  and  invariably,  if  well  done,  arouses  interest  and  gives 
thorough  mental  training.  The  power  gained  to  distinguish  essen- 
tial conditions,  to  make  a  ready  comparison  and  a  just  selection, 
as  well  as  to  state  all  this  accurately  and  concisely  will  make  a  boy 
or  a  girl  a  ready  thinker  and  a  helpful  man  or  woman. 


Adieu 

Opalescent  shadows  rest 

Upon  New  England's  violet-tinted  hills ; 

Glorious — ^like  a  savage  red-man's  death 

The  painted  landscape  lies  1 

With  every  fleeting  breath 

Is  seen  a  glimmer  of  the  Happy  Hunting  Groimds. 

A  sight — of  lilies — ^pure  and  white ; 

The  cardinal  flower — ^the  brooklet's  brink — 

The  doe  and  hart  that  come  to  drink — 

A  turn — and  from  the  light  canoe 

Is  seen  the  imbroken  blue 

Of  sky  and  bay — 

A  thought  of  summer — ^just  a  day 

And  then — adieu  1 

Minnie  E.  Hats. 
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The  Union  High  School  Questionnaires 

J.  Edqas  Cooveb,  Fobmeb  Pbikoipal  UiaoN  High  School, 
Dixon,  Califobnia. 

OUTLINE. 

L    Introduction   1 

1.    Attendance  and  Elimination  1 

The  Questionnaires   8 
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TV, 


Residence  and  Occupation  6 

Attendance    6 

Was  High  School  Worth  While?    Why?  6 

Which  stated  factor  is  the  most  valuable? 8 

Why  pupils   leave  school    9 

Why  pupils  stay  in  school 11 

Advice  from  pupils  who  leave  to  pupils  about  to  leave 11 

Advice  from  graduates  to  high  school  pupils  in  general  18 

(a)    A  couple  of  good   antitheses    15 

Suggested  Discussion   16 

1.  Value  of  such  data 16 

2.  Hard  work    16 

8.    Cultural  Alms   1» 

4.    Probable  causes  of  elimination  21 

6.    Suggested  remedy  22 

Summary    24 

S  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Dixon  (California)  Union 
High  School  (1)  to  sharpen  the  taste  of  the  pupils 
for  things  intellectual  and  cultural,  and  (2)  to 
awaken  in  the  community  a  more  general  and  intel- 
ligent appreciation  of  higher  education,  two  ques- 
tionnaire investigations  were  made  in  the  spring 
of  1910. 

The  data  from  the  replies  seem  so  well  fitted  for 
our  purpose  that,  althou^  designed  for  local  benefit  alone,  they 
may  prove  of  interest,  even  of  value,  to  some  of  the  many  other 
small  high  schools  in  California  and  elsewhere  that  feel  handi- 
capped by  the  inertia  of  a  general  inappreciation  of  higher  edu- 
cation. At  any  rate  it  will  probably  be  of  general  interest  to 
learn  how  certain  hi^  school  pupils,  almost  all  of  whom  are  out 
in  the  world's  work,  representing  some  twenty-five  different  occu- 
pations, regard  their  high  school  experience,  when  that  experience 
has  been  Shared  with  some  forty  or  fifty  schoolmates,  during  a 
continuous  period  of  eighteen  years  of  the  life  of  a  small  interior 
high  school  that  has  confined  itself  quite  closely  to  the  traditional 
'Tiigher  branches'*  and  which  has  been  atteiided  almost  exclusively 
by  American  children. 
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ATTENDANCE   ANt>  ELIMINATION. 

At  the  outset  we  may  notice,  with  respect  to  attendance  and 
elimination  during  the  period  covered  by  the  questionnaires 
(from  the  entrance  of  the  class  of  1894  to  the  graduation 
of  the  class  of  1909),  some  interesting  variations  from  what  is 
now  expected  on  the  basis  of  recent  investigations.* 


TABLE  L 

Total   enroUment    248  (114  boys,  134  girls' 

Qraduated 99  (  45  boys,    54  grlrls 

Dropped    out     149  (  69  boys,     80  girls 


Of  our  enrollment  46%  are  boys;  i.  e.,  for  every  himdred  girls 
in  high  school  there  are  86  boys,  instead  of  75  as  reported  by 
Thomdike,  or  79  by  Ayers,  as  obtaining  for  city  high  schools. 

Of  our  graduates  45%  are  boys;  which  shows  that  boys  are 
not  eliminated  by  more  than  a  negligible  amount  more  than  girls, 
(boys  60%,  girls  59%),  as  against  Thomdike's  finding  that  boys 
are  eliminated  to  such  an  extent  that  in  the  fourth  year  there  are 
60%  more  girls  (by  which  with  our  54  girl  graduates  we  should 
have  34  boys  instead  of  45)  ;  or  Ayres'  report  that  but  25%  of  the 
boys,  while  31%  of  the  girls  enrolled  continue  to  the  fourth  class. 
Here  40%  of  the  boys  and  41%  of  the  girls  were  graduated.  (In 
Riverside  49%  and  in  San  Bernardino  44%  of  the  boys  who 
enter  high  school,  stay  imtil  the  fourth  year.)f 

It  therefore  could  not  be  shown  by  elimination  statistics  that 
this  school  is  "better  fitted  to  the  needs  and  the  natures  of  the  girl 
than  the  boy,"  as  is  currently  argued.  It  fits  both  equally  well  or 
ill,  as  far  as  elimination  indicates. 

But  since  60%  are  eliminated  during  the  four  years  the  popu- 
lar presumption  would  be  that  the  school  fits  both  equally  ill,  and 
in  order  to  remove  or  confirm  this  presumption  the  causes  of 
elimination  must  be  inquired  into.  Thomdike  says  that  a  large 
share  of  the  fault  lies  with  the  kind  of  education  given  in  the  high 
schools,  and  Ayres  marvels  that  school  authorities  in  their  reports 
ascribe  but  5%  of  the  cases  of  elimination  to  such  causes  as  would 
show  ill-adaptedness  on  the  part  of  the  school  (imder  headings  of 

*Thomdike.  E.  L.:  Bllmlnation  of  pupils  from  school.  Bureau  of  Education. 
Gov't  Ptg.  Office.  '08.  Bulletin  No.  4.  1907,  and  Ayres,  L.  P.:  Laggards  in  our 
schools.     N.  Y.  Charities  Pub.  Comm.  1909.  158  pp. 

tClark,  E.  P.:  How  shaU  we  keep  the  boy  in  school?  W.  Jr.  Ed.  (June  '10) 
15:  806-828. 
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"Lack  of  success,"  "faUure  in  studies,"  "Dissatisfaction,"  "Lack 
of  ability,"  etc.),  but  he  quite  reasonably,  in  the  absence  of  ade- 
quate data,  leaves  the  question  open  as  to  the  real  causes  of  elimi- 
nation, and  hopes  that  the  significance  of  the  problem  will  impel 
students  of  educational  questions  to  give  the  matter  more  careful 
and  searching  study. 

If  pupils  who  have  been  eliminated  were  to  express  themselves 
on  the  matter,  more  headway  might  be  made.  Their  opinions 
about  their  school  experience  might  reasonably  throw  some  light 
on  both  the  causes  of  elimination  and  the  advisability  of  taking 
elimination  as  an  inverse  index  of  school  efficiency. 

As  to  the  causes  of  elimination,  the  replies  to  our  question- 
naires can  scarcely  be  taken  as  thoroughly  representative,  since 
possibly  only  those  reply  who  have  a  good  reason  to  offer  or  who 
are  courageous  enough  to  confess  a  poor  one.  Yet,  as  question- 
naire investigations  go,  the  percentage  of  replies  will  be  seen  to 
be  not  excessively  low,  and  their  data  should  not  be  wholly  disre- 
garded on  the  ground  of  "selection."  With  respect  to  school 
efficiency,  they  will  show  that  to  drop  out  does  not  mean  to  be 
"wasted"  by  the  school,  does  not  mean  that  attendance  was  not 
worth  while,  or  that  the  school  necessarily  suits  them  ill.  The 
probable  causea  of  elimination  from  high  school  will  be  discussed 
later. 

THE  QUESTIONNAIRES. 

To  turn  from  the  statistics  of  attendance  and  elimination,  fur- 
nished by  the  school  records,  the  particular  interest  of  the  inves- 
tigation may  be  seen  from  the  questions  on  the  following  ques- 
tionnaire and  the  instructions  on  the  accompanying  letter,  both 
of  which,  in  printed  form,  were  sent  by  mail  (1)  to  pupils  (of 
classes  1894  to  1909)  who  had  dropped  out;  and  with  the  noted 
changes  in  the  questionnaire  (2)  to  graduates  of  the  same  classes. 

Dixon,  California,  April  15,  1910. 
Greetings  from  the  D.  TJ.  H.  S.  1 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  "Questionnaire",  the  purpose  of  which 
is  to  collate  some  first-hand  data  from  Dixon  Union  High  School 
students,  the  generalizations  from  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  prove 
of  benefit  to  the  school  and  to  the  commimity  wfai<^  it  serves. 
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Your  school  associations  and  your  readiness  to  render  the  school 
a  kindly  service,  are  relied  upon  to  fill  in  the  blank  candidly  and 
carefully.  You  are  assured  tiiat  the  data  will  be  considered  con- 
fidentiaL  ^ 

A  prompt  response  will  be  much  appreciated.  Find  enclosed  a 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope. 

Sincerely  yours, 

J.  Edgab  C!oovee, 

PrincipaL 
P.  S. — If  for  any  reason  you  prefer  not  to  sign  your  name  and 
address,  you  may  omit  them.    The  data,  however,  will  be  consid- 
ered better  if  they  are  not  omitted. — J.  E.  0. 

D.  XT.  H.  S.  QXTESTIONKAIJBE  NO.   1.* 

1.  (Name). 

2.  (Address). 

3.  Occupation. 

4.  If  on  Salary,  How  much  per  year  ? 

5.  *Year  you  entered  High  School  ? 

6.  *How  long  did  you  attend  ? 

7.  Was  it  worth  while?    Why? 

8.  Which  do  you  consider  to  have  been  the  most  valuable? — 

1  Bjiowledge  gained. 

2  Development  of  mental  and  moral  powers. 

3  Association  with  other  students. 

4  Acquaintance  with  teachers. 

(Underscore  first  choice  twice ;  second  choice  once.) 

9.  *Why  did  you  quit  school  ? 

10.  *What  change  could  have  resulted  in  your  completing  the 

course  ? 

11.  *What  advice  would  you  offer  a  pupil  about  to  quit  ? 

12.  *Have  you  attended  any  other  school?    How  long?    Were 

you  graduated  ?   When  ? 
18.     (Date). 


*In  Questionnaire  No.   2  the  followlngr  changes  were  made: 
Question  5  changed  to  'Tear  of  Graduation?" 
6  omitted. 


9  Changed  to  "Did  you  at  any  time  during  your  course  seriously 
consider  quitting  school?" 

10  Changed  to  *'What  induced  you  to  continue?" 

11  Changed  to  "If  you  were  to  offer  a  word  of  advice  to  high  school 

18  Omit 


pupils,  what  would  It  ber' 
iltted. 
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Table  2  gives  the  general  statistics  involyed  in  the  investiga- 
tian. 

TABLE  2.     QBNERAIi  STATISTICS. 

Dropped  out  Qraduatad 

Tbtal  149    (69  boys,  80  girlB)  99    <4S  boys,  64  gtrls) 

Dead     12     (  6  boys,    6  ^rlB)  9(6  boys,  4  glrls) 

Addresses  unavailable   9     (5  boys,    4  girls)  6(4  boys,  1  girl  i 

Questioiinaire    sent   to 128    (58  boys,  70  girls)  86    (86  boys,  49  girls) 

BepUes  received    43     (17  boys.  26  girlsS  46    (88  boys,  88  girls) 

Graduated   elsewhere    13     (6  boys,    7  girls) 

Percents  of  replies  34%  (29%           379»)  68%  (64%  46%) 

It  is  seen  that  a  third  of  those  who  dropped  out  ,(^9%  of  the 
boys  and  37%  of  the  girls)  ^  and  slightly  over  half  of  the  gradu- 
ates (64%  of  the  boys,  45%  of  the  girls),  to  whom  questionnaires 
were  sent,  responded*  But  some  of  those  who  dropped  out  of  our 
Bchool  were  graduated  elsewhere,  whi(2h  decreases  the  number  of 
replies  from  pupils  who  quit  8(diool. 

Table  3  gives  the  absolute  numbers  of  replies  for  the  throe 
sets  of  data  upon  whi(2h  the  investigation  is  based: 

TABLE  8.  NO.   OF  BBPLEDS. 

A.  FK>m  pupils  who  dropped  out  of  s<diool 89    (10  boys,  19  girls) 

B.  From  pupils  who  dropped  out  of  our  school,  but  were 

graduated  elsewhere  18    (  6  boys,    7  girls) 

C.  From   our   Graduates    46    (88  boys,  83  girls) 

Total    87    (89  boys,  48  girls) 

As  stated  above,  the  percentages  of  replies  are  quite  satisfactory. 
Yet  the  reader  Should  be  cautioned  to  inspect  the  data  with  a 
sense  of  evaluation,  in  order  to  avoid  giving  the  generalizations 
from  them  more  validity  than  the  case  warrants. 

BESIDENOB  AND  OOOTTPATION. 

To  follow  the  questions  in  their  order  on  the  questionnaires  we 
find,  first,  that  these  former  members  of  our  school  are  distributed 
fairly  broadly  over  northern  California,  only  two  living  outside 
of  the  State,  and  that  they  are  engaged  in  the  following  occu- 
pations : 

Boys:  Farmers  (9),  Bookkeeper,  Railway  postal  clerk,  clerk, 
bank  cashier,  accountant.  Railroad  agent,  salesmen  (2),  mercan- 
tile manager,  transfer  man,  merchants  (2),  apprentice  machinist, 
machinists  (2),  foreman  printer,  electrician,  horticulturist,  civil 
engineer,  government  surveyor,  editor,  ministers  (2),  physician, 
and  students  (2). 
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Girls:  Married  (18),  houskeeper,  bookkeeper,  clerk,  secre- 
tary, stenographer,  nurses  (4),  grade  teachers  (6),  high  school 
teachers  (2),  students  (4). 

A  comparison  of  the  occupations  of  those  who  dropped  out  and 
those  who  were  graduated  reveals  a  somewhat  greater  versatility 
on  the  part  of  the  latter,  particularly  for  the  boys ;  and  the  better 
positions  are  also  in  their  hands.  The  boys  who  dropped  out  of 
school  report  salaries  as,  $600,  $780,  $1400,  $1800;  while  the 
graduates  report:  $1000,  $1200,  $1500  (5),  $1800,  $2400  (2), 
$2500.  Their  averages  would  compare  about  as  $1100  to  $1700. 
Of  the  two  who  report  as  salesmen  the  graduate  received  $2400 
as  against  $1800  received  by  the  boy  who  dropped  out  If  the 
data  reflect  the  facts,  we  may  suppose  that  a  cultural  high  school 
course  has  a  considerable  economic  value  for  boys. 

As  to  the  girls,  11  out  of  19  who  dropped  school  are  married,  as 
against  7  out  of  29  graduates ;  and  none  of  the  girls  who  dropped 
out  report  on  salary,  while  the  graduates  report  salaries  ranging 
as  follows:  $675,  $700,  $800,  $840,  $900  (2)  $1200,  in  clerical 
or  teaching  positions  to  which  high  school  training  would  be  an 
^  almost  direct  preparation.  Hence  the  girl  graduates  appear  to  be 
economically  more  independent. 

Such  facts  have  weight  with  the  boy  or  girl  who  is  deciding 
whether  or  not  to  enter  high  school,  or  to  continue  in  school; 
and  they  may  even  help  to  give  shape  to  the  family's  ambition  for ' 
its  children. 

ATTENDANOE. 

Replies  to  Questions  5  and  6  show  that  the  attendance  of  the 
writers  was  so  evenly  distributed  over  the  eighteen  years  that  no 
period  is  imrepresented  by  both  those  who  were  eliminated  and 
those  who  were  graduated.  The  following  data  may  be  regarded 
therefore,  as  adult  opinion  of  students  who  were  graduated  and 
of  those  who  were  not,  in  expression  upon  the  activities  of  the 
high  school  for  a  continuous  period  of  eighteen  years. 

Table  4  shows  the  rate  of  elimination  for  those  who  replied. 

TABLE  4,     RATE  OP  ELIMINATION. 

attended  one  year  or  less  12    (5  boys.  7  slrls) 

Over  one  yr.  to  two  years 9    (4  boyg.  5  iris) 

Over  three  years  2    (  2  gfrls) 
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This  corresponds  fairly  well  with  Thomdike's  rate  of  10,  5,  4,  for 
the  three  intervals  between  the  first  and  fourth  years.  Apparently, 
over  three-fourths  of  the  eliminations  occur  in  the  first  third  of  the 
four  year  course.  This  fact  should  >call  out  special  administra- 
tive provision  for  removing  unnecessary  forces  of  elimination 
from  this  period.  Irregidarity  of  daily  habits  and  lack  of  method 
in  study  cannot  be  treated  as  general  factors,  but  demand  correc- 
tion in  each  personal  case  by  a  sympathetic  paternal  oversight  of 
all  of  the  pupiPs  work.  Standards  should  not  be  lowered,  rather 
raised,  else  the  gratification  of  real  growth  is  withdrawn  as  a 
stimulus  to  the  intellectual  life.  Methods  should  include  the 
early  training  of  the  new  pupil  in  methods  of  study.  Intelligent 
direction  for  this  is  at  hand  in  our  educational  literature.* 

WAS  HIGH  SCHOOL  WORTH  WHILE  ?      WHY  ? 

The  high  school  was  worth  while  to  those  who  dropped  out, 
in  all  cases  but  one  girl  (a  girl  who  attended  but  a  month,  and 
dropped  out  because  she  needed  a  home),  as  well  as  to  those  who 
were  graduated.  The  replies  of  both  groups  are  in  substantial 
agreement  as  to  why  it  was  worth  while,  so  their  statements  are 
combined  in  the  following  list: 

(1)  It  gave  them  valuable  general  knowledge,  or  a  broader 
outlook  upon  life,  or  broadened  their  minds  40 — (21  boys,  19 
girls). 

(2)  It  developed  their  mental  powers,  or  formed  habits  of 
thought  and  concentration  of  mind,  servicable  for  life  18 — (9 
boys,  9  girls). 

(3)  It  gave  them  special  knowledge  in  their  vocations  10 — 
(4  boys,  6  girls). 

(4)  Association  with  students  5 — (1  boy,  4  girls)  and  teachers 
(4  girls)  was  beneficial. 

(5)  Friendships  were  formed  (3  boys). 

(6)  It  developed  self-control  or  a  rq^ularity  of  habits,  or 
unselfishness,  or  self-respect  6 — (1  boy,  5  girls). 

(7)  It  opened  their  eyes  to  the  beauty  of  the  world  (2  girls), 
aroused  their  ambitions  4 — (3  boys,  1  girl),  awoke  a  desire  for 

^Ifclfumy.  F.  M.:  How  to  Study  and  teachinir  how  to  study.    Honchton   M. 
Co.,  1909.  viil  &  824  pp. 
Bftrhardt,  Lida  R:  Teaching  Children  to  study. 
Rlyertlde  ESducatlonal  monographs.  1909.  182  pp. 
Dewey,  John:  How  We  Think.    Heath  1910.  224  pp. 
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further  study  2 — (1  boy,  1  girl),  and  prepared  in  a  general  way 
for  future  work  (3  girls),  for  college  7 — (6  boys,  1  girl),  or  for 
normal  school  (a  girl).  Studies  were  interesting  (English  and 
Physical  Geography — ^a  boy),  or  very  gratifying  (English  and 
History — a  girl) ;  and  there  was  a  social  g^in  (a  girl). 

The  above  tabulation  has  of  course  erased  the  many  evidences 
of  enthusiasm,  and  in  so  far  does  not  fully  reflect  die  writers' 
opinions.  It  may  be  worth  while  to  offer  a  few  samples  of  com- 
plete replies  to  the  question:  "I  gained  many  good  friends  and 
such  knowledge  as  lias  been  a  great  benefit  to  me"  (an  eliminated 
boy — a  clerk).  ^'Because  the  knowledge  gained  has  given  me  a 
deeper  and  broader  understanding  of  things;  and  the  acquain- 
tance with  teachers  has  inspired  me  toward  higher  education  and 
a  broader  sphere  of  usefulness"  (an  eliminated  girl).  '^As  a 
preparation  for  college,  and  as  an  important  factor  in  keeping 
me  busy,  interested,  and  ambitious,  during  the  formative  period 
of  my  Ufe*'  (an  eliminated  girl  who  graduated  elsewhere).  "Aside 
from  any  acquisition  of  knowledge,  I  regard  the  hi^  school  train- 
ing and  discipline  as  most  valuable,  in  that  it  fills  in  to  the  best 
advantage  a  critical  period  in  a  man's  life''  (a  graduated  boy — 
a  clerk).  "I  have  reached  a  point  of  appreciation  of  the  good 
and  beautiful  in  life.  My  standard  of  living  and  my  ideals  of 
womanhood  have  been  materially  raised."  (a  graduated  girl — a 
teacher).  "Even  if  a  imiversity  course  is  not  contemplated,  the 
high  school  offers  a  good,  reasonable  course  of  study  which  should 
be  of  benefit  to  any  person.'^     (a  physician). 

Although  the  following  list  of  factors,  printed  in  the  question- 
naire, doubtless  influenced  the  above  replies  through  suggestion, 
the  statements  were  generally  long  enough  to  show  that  they  were 
not  merely  suggested ;  as  may  be  seen  from  the  quotations. 

Such  material,  more  fully  collated,  could  be  of  great  service 
in  helping  a  family  to  decide  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  send 
its  children  to  high  school;  besides  it  is  generally  educative  to 
the  community. 

WHICH   FAOTOE  IS    THE   MOST   VALXTABLE  ? 

1.  Knowledge  gained, 

2.  Development  of  mental  and  moral  powers, 

3.  Association  with  other  students,  or 

4.  Acquaintance  with  teachers. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


T)i#  Unkm  High  School  Questionnaires  89 

TABL.B   S.     DISTRIBUTION   OF   CHOICBa 

Kllininated        Orad.  ElMWhere  OraduatM          Combined  _ 

Factor         Total  Boys  Olrla  Total  Boys  Olrls  Total  Boys  Olrls  Total  Boys  Qlrls 

Nal             U          S9          S          21  U          S          10          28          7          21 

Na  2            14          6          8        10         S          S  25        17            8          48        28          21 

No.  2               0                                 0  2          2                         2          2 

Na4              2                     20  812514 

Table  6  gives  the  first  choices  of  (a)  those  who  quit  school^ 
(b)  those  who  graduated  elsewhere^  (c)  diose  who  were  graduated^ 
and  (d)  all  combined.  From  the  combined  choices  we  find  that 
49  estimate  the  development  of  mental  and  moral  powers  as  of 
highest  value;  28^  knowledge  ^ined;  5^  acquaintance  with 
teachers;  and  2,  association  with  other  students.  And  the  totals 
of  each  group  show  the  same  order  of  preference.  There  seems, 
however^  to  be  a  marked  sex  variation,  since  the  girls  in  the 
total  are  equally  divided  between  knowledge  and  training,  which 
contains  the  ra^er  unexpected  implication  that  it  is  the  boys  who 
value  most  highly  the  disciplinary  element  in  their  high  school 
experience. 

With  respect  to  Factors  3  and  4,  the  boys  value  more  highly 
their  association  with  fellow  pupils;  the  girls,  their  acquaintance 
with  teachers.  And  the  distribution  of  second  choices,  which  is 
not  shown  here,  agrees  with  these  preferences,  but  shows  better 
than  the  above  table  does  that  these  two  factors  of  high  school  ex- 
perience are  fairly  well  appreciated;  althou^  the  results  by  no 
means  pay  a  flattering  tribute  to  the  personal  influence  of  the 
high  school  teacher.  The  value  of  factors  1  and  2  may  very 
probably  account  for  this  in  not  permitting  a  free  evaluation  of 
the  teacher's  personal  influence. 

WHY  PUPILS  LEFT  SOHOOL. 

TABUD  6.     CAUSBS  OF  ELIMINATION. 

Total  Boyt  Qlrls 

Economic     12           6  7 

lU  health  7           1  « 

Removal  6           1  6 

Personal    8  8 

In  Table  6  the  following  causes  are  tabulated : 

The  boys  quit  because:  4  were  needed  at  home,  1  moved  from 

Dixon,  1  had  failing  eye-sight,  1  to  go  to  work  at  the  butcher's 

trade,  1  for  ^'personal  reasons,  and  wanted  to  see  more  of  the 

world,''  and  1  ''was  not  giving  the  school  studies  a  proper  amount 
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of  time,'^  and  1  "was  foolish  and  did  not  realize  what  an  oppor- 
tunity a  good  education  can  procure." 

The  girls  quit  because:  5  moved  away,  5  had  ill  health,  3  had 
illness  in  the  family,  1  had  failing  eye-sight,  1  was  needed  to 
help  her  widowed  mother,  1  was  dependent  upon  aged  grand- 
parents and  could  not  afford  it,  1  "Circumstances  interferred," 
1  to  begin  teaching,  and  1  to  go  to  a  normal  school. 

The  causes  of  elimination,  outside  of  economic,  ill  health,  and 
removal,  are  but  slightly  revealed  here;  possibly,  as  indicated 
above,  because  of  selection.  The  three  boys  whose  reasons  are 
classed  as  "personal"  represent  a  type  of  elimination  which  is 
popularly  supposed  to  be  most  worthy  of  investigation,  and  to 
prevent  which  vocational  courses  are  most  strongly  urged.  But 
these  pupils,  and  their  fellows  who  were  eliminated,  in  the  light 
of  later  experience,  urgently  advise  present  pupils  who  are  about 
to  quit,  (as  will  be  seen  below),  by  all  means  not  to  do  so, — ^which 
ignores  the  proposed  remedy,  or  at  least  pledges  faith  in  the  ortho- 
dox courses. 

Question  10:  ("What  change  could  have  resulted  in  your  com- 
pleting the  course")  was  intended  to  elicit  suggestions  for  a  rem- 
edy for  quitting  school,  but  was  singularly  yet  universally  mis- 
interpreted to  mean  ^*What  change  would  have  resulted  if  you 
had  completed  your  course" ;  thus,  owing  to  the  lack  of  cleamess 
in  the  question  no  direct  suggestions  are  at  hand.  Probable 
causes  of  elimination  and  remedial  measures  will  be  discussed 
later. 

The  pupils  who  quit  our  school  and  graduated  elsewhere,  did 
so  for  the  following  reasons : 

The  boys:  1  moved  away,  1  to  learn  mechanics  at  a  technical 
school,  2  to  enter  other  schools,  1  to  enter  a  school  teaching  manual 
training. 

The  girls:  3  to  enter  other  schools,  3  moved  away,  and  1  on 
account  of  conditions  existing  in  the  school  at  that  time. 

The  motive  in  entering  other  schools  seems  to  have  been  for 
better  training.  For  some  of  the  boys  this  was  conceived  to  be 
industrial  or  vocational  training;  and  for  some  of  the  boys  and 
for  the  girls  it  was  expected  in  the  regular  work  in  aii  acci:edited 
school.  At  times  our  school  was  not  on  the  accredited  list,  which 
worked  a  hardship  upon  those  who  wanted  to  go  to  college,  and 
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occasionally,  possibly,  other  factors  than  the  pursuit  of  knowledge 
and  culture  were  strong  in  the  school  and  were  felt  to  be  inimical 
to  good  training. 

WHY  PTTPELS  STAY  IN  SCHOOL. 

In  reply  to  questions  9  and  10^  as  modified  to  apply  to  gradu- 
ates, all  but  four  of  the  graduates  say  that  they  did  not,  at  any 
time  during  their  course,  seriously  consider  quitting.  Some  reasons 
were  gratuitously  offered,  as :  ^^Continuing  in  school  was  a  matter 
of  course  with  me.  This  was  due  chiefly  to  the  ideals  of  my 
parents",  (a  boy).  "Expectation  of  parents,  knowledge  of  my 
future  responsibilities  as  a  wage  earner,  and  the  fact  that  the 
friends  I  associated  with  and  admired  all  went*'  (a  girl).  "Noth- 
ing else  to  do  worth  while."  "Love  of  school  work."  "Pleasure 
in  school  life."    "Ambition  to  compete  with  others." 

The  other  four  graduates  were  induced  to  continue  by  "influ- 
ence of  the  family,"  "advice  of  mother,"  "advice  of  a  class-mate," 
and  "realizing  that  the  high  school  was  a  necessary  link  in  the 
chain;  made  university  education  possible." 

ITo  doubt  the  ambition  of  the  family,  and  the  attitude  of  the 
community  in  general  toward  higher  education,  have  much  to  do 
with  the  high  school  pupil's  finishing  his  training  "as  a  matter 
of  course." 

ADVICE    FBOM    PUPILS   WHO   DID   LEAVE    TO    PUPILS   WHO   ABE 
ABOUT    TO   LEAVE. 

(1)  Stay  in  school  24 — (10  boys,  14  girls) ;  get  all  the  edu- 
cation you  can  6 — (3  boys,  3  girls),  and  you  will  never  regret  it, 
3 — (1  boy,  2  girls) ;  It  will  be  of  value  to  you,  4 — (3  boys,  1 
girl),  will  open  the  doors  of  better  positions  (2  boys).  Education 
is  something  you  have  to  work  for  (a  boy)  ;  Study  hard  (a  boy)  ; 
do  each  day's  work  as  it  comes  (a  boy).  Even  if  you  decide  to 
quit,  take  the  advice  of  one  older  than  yourself  and  stay  (a  girl)  ; 
you  cannot  get  the  opportunities  offered  anywhere  else  (a  girl). 
Go  to  college  (a  boy). 

But  there  are  circumstances  under  which  it  is  not  worth  while 
to  stay:  If  health  does  not  permit  (a  girl) ;  if  the  pupil  is  not 
personally  friendly  with  the  teachers   (a  boy) ;  if  he  is  idling 
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away  his  time^  in  which  case  he  should  be  given  a  trade  (a  boy) ; 
or  if  the  pupil  has  an  unusual  talent  which  demands  special  early 
training  (a  girl). 

Several  emphasize  the  seriousness  of  the  consideration,  and 
one  points  out  the  desirability  of  a  careful  choice  of  subjects 
with  reference  to  vocational  aim. 

A  few  samples  follow:  ^^Qet  as  good  an  education  as  possible, 
as  you  may  some  day  be  in  a  position  to  hold  a  good  place,  and 
every  good  job  requires  education.'*  (a  boy,  machinist).  "If 
your  health  permits  do  not  quit.  The  years  are  not  very  distant 
— ^thou^  you  may  not  realize  it  now — ^when  you  will  rejoice  at 
having  taken  advantage  of  the  opportunities  offered  now*'  (a 
girl).  "I  should  tell  a  pupil  that  he  is  making  the  biggest  mistake 
of  his  life  to  quit  school.  Every  line  of  work  requires  education 
these  days"  (a  girl,  stenographer).  "There  are  many  circumr 
stances  that  make  it  advisable  to  quit  school,  but  if  the  pupil  can 
afford  it  and  his  health  is  good,  I  think  four  years  is  none  too 
long  to  spend  on  the  preparation  for  life  that  a  broad  high  school 
course  gives''  (a  girl). 

For  the  boy  or  girl  who  is  considering  quitting,  this  material 
has  peculiar  weight, — as  does  not  the  advice  of  the  principal, 
whose  assurances  are  discounted  by  suspected  bias. 

ADVICE    FBOM   GBADUATES   TO   HIGH   SCHOOL   PUPHiS   IN   GBNXSAL. 

(1)  Stay  in  school  and  finish  your  course  10 — (3  boys,  7 
girls). 

(2)  Learn  to  work  hard  8 — (3  boys,  6  girls),  systematically 
6 — (3,  2),  with  thoroughness  3 — (1,  2),  conscientiously  7 — (2, 
6),  independently  (a  girl). 

(3)  Get  all  the  general  education  you  can  (6  boys) ;  lay  a 
firm  foundation  for  higher  education  3 — (2,  1)  ;  Aim  to  go  to  col- 
lege 6— (2,  4). 

(4)  Aim  to  excel  (2  girls),  to  improve  upon  your  own  work 
(a  boy),  to  grow  broader  2 — (1,  1),  and  to  attain  a  high  moral 
standard  2 — (1,  1). 

(5)  Cultivate  a  feeling  of  good  fellowship  (a  girl),  school 
spirit  (2  girls),  a  love  for  your  work  (a  girl),  loyalty  to  your 
school  and  teachers  2 — (1,  1),  and  be  willing  to  take  teachers' 
advice  (2  girls). 
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(6)  Go  in  for  all  school  actiyities  4 — (1,  8),  and  for  recrea- 
tion and  athletics  6 — (4,  !)• 

(7)  Decide  on  a  vocation  4 — ^(3,  1) ;  get  practical  knowledge 
3— (2,  1)  ;  Specialize  2— (1,  1). 

(8)  Avoid  killing  time  (8  boys),  petty  criticisms  (a  girl), 
bluffing  (a  girl),  and  rough-house  (a  boy)  ;  and  do  not  be  too  much 
of  a  lady's  man  (a  boy),  or  a  "dig*'  (a  girl). 

Some  samples  follow:  ^'By  all  means  go  to  high  school  with 
the  aim  in  view  of  going  on  to  college,  and  in  order  to  do  this,  get 
all  the  aid  you  can  in  planning  your  preparatory  work.  As  soon 
as  possible  learn  to  work  systematically  at  your  studies  instead  of 
attempting  to  absorb  them''  (an  eliminated  boy  who  finished 
college). 

**Make  an  effort  to  do  every  act  a  little  better  than  you  did  the 
time  before.  Don't  watch  the  clock,  or  wait  for  the  bell.  .  .  Qo 
to  college."    (Boy,  bank  cashier). 

^'Keep  in  mind  that  the  more  work  done  in  high  school,  the 
better  prepared  you  are  either  for  future  work  in  the  university 
or  for  work  in  tiie  world  among  men.  Also  that  not  all  the  good 
of  school  is  to  be  f oirnd  in  books ;  much  is  to  be  found  in  associa- 
tion with  class-mates  and  teachers."     (Boy,  civil  engineer). 

"Do  not  consider  it  an  opportunity  to  have  four  years'  fun,  but 
apply  yourself  seriously  to  every  branch  of  your  course.  Map 
out  your  future  and  make  every  minute  coimt,  as  the  years  spent 
in  the  high  school  have  an  inmiense  influence  upon  your  future 
career."     (Boy,  railroad  agent). 

*TDo  your  allotted  work  every  day.  Don't  do  three  days'  work 
in  one  and  then  loaf  two.  Not  only  will  hi^  school  work  be  easier 
for  you,  but,  far  more  important,  you  will  be  forming  the  habit  of 
keeping  ahead  or  even  with  the  game.  This  world  needs  people 
who  are  on  the  job  all  the  time."    (Graduate  and  university  man). 

''Set  a  standard  of  excellence  in  your  work  and  aim  high.  Be 
satisfied  with  nothing  but  the  best  Make  your  high  school  life  a 
success  and  it  will  prepare  you  the  better  for  life's  school." 
(Girl,  teacher). 

"(3o  to  school  and  go  to  learn.  Take  life  seriously.  DonH  think 
you  know  it  alL  Stick  to  your  studies  even  though  you  have  op- 
position at  home ;  brave  it  out;  you  have  to  live  your  own  life.  .  . 
Be  willing  to  take  the  advice  of  your  superiors."    (Girl,  teacher). 
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"Never  stop  with  the  idea  that  you  are  not  learning  anything 
worth  while,  or  that  you  wiU  never  need  this  knowledge.  Even 
if  you  do  not  wish  to  attend  higher  schools  the  knowledge  you  get 
in  high  school  is  very  beneficial."     (Boy,  farmer). 

This  material  lends  itself  admirably  to  use  in  assembly  talks 
and  in  the  principal's  office.  It  contributes  a  substantial  element 
to  the  spirit  of  the  schooL 

Some  selection  of  the  material  must  be  made,  however.  Al- 
though it  is  markedly  in  line  with  good  pedagogical  doctrine,  a 
very  occasional  paper  will  reflect  an  iconoclastic  aberrance.  The 
following  will  illustrate: 

A  COUPLE  OF  GOOD  ANTITHESES. 

(1)  "Try  to  find  out  as  soon  as  possible  what  phase  of  the 
work  appeals  to  you  and  specialize  on  it,  and  don't  spend  so  much 
of  your  time  witii  "dead"  languages  and  "dead"  subjects  that  yon 
will  find  it  necessary  to  slight  courses  that  deal  with  current 
events  and  practical  knowledge  in  general  which  will  help  you 
out  in  your  every-day  lives."     (Girl,  teacher). 

(2)  "Get  all  of  the  general  culture  courses^you  can — do  not 
avoid  Latin — if  possible  take  Greek."  .   .   (Boy,  physician). 

(3)  "Take  up  no  study  if  distasteful,  simply  to  benefit  the 
mind.    Drudgery  is  never  a  benefit."     (Boy,  rancher). 

(4)  "Study  most  carefully  those  subjects  which  are  the  least 
tasteful.  Dislike  for  a  particular  subject  is  evidence  of  lack  of 
development  in  it.  Specialization  becomes  necessary  soon  enough 
either  in  higher  education  or  in  life's  work."  (Boy,  college 
graduate,  foreman  printer). 

The  adolescent  whose  educational  shortcomings  call  for  the 
application  of  the  advice  from  the  graduates  may  be  spared  the 
choice  between  these  antitheses ;  and  we  owe  to  the  writers  of  the 
first  and  third  paragraphs,  whose  training  and  experience  is  less 
liberal  than  that  of  the  writers  of  the  second  and  fourth,  the 
charity  not  to  t»mmit  them  to  implications  which  if  made  ex- 
plicit they  would  repudiate.  Some  notice  of  these  implications 
is  taken  in  the  following  discussion : 

(To  be  Concluded) 
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Hygiene 

BLahold   Moltee,    Physicai.   Instructor   of   Boys'    School, 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

OVERBROOK,    Pa. 


|ITH  the  recent  annoimcement  of  the  introduction  of 

Wl  the  teaching  of  sex  hygiene  into  the  course  of  study 
I  of  the  Chicago  schools,  a  great  step  has  been  taken 
toward  the  goal  for  which  society,  in  its  present 
status,  must  aim — the  proper  and  universal  knowl- 
edge of  sex  hygiene  at  the  right  time  in  the  child's 
life.  Whether  the  plan  to  teach  a  class  as  a  whole 
is  a  good  one  is  not  to  be  decided  here.  This  much 
can  be  said,  however,  that  the  truth,  whenever  spoken,  can  never 
end  in  evil.  It  may  seem  to  be  twisted,  tossed  and  lost  in  the  in- 
dividual mind,  but  the  seed  is  sown,  and  it  will  take  root  and 
grow. 

The  time  has  now  come  for  many  of  us  who  have  urged  the 
teaching  of  sex  hygiene,  to  prepare  ourselves  practically  to  meet 
those  to  whom  the  truths  are  to  be  given.  In  other  words,  our 
problem  is:  what  material  shall  be  used,  and  how  shall  we  approach 
the  subject  in  a  natural  and  unostentatious  way?  This  paper  is 
concerned  fundamentally  with  a  consideration  of  the  means  of 
approach. 

The  suggestions  which  follow  have  been  tested  practically  by  the 
author  with  boys  from  twelve  to  twenty  years  old.  They  were 
taken,  of  course,  in  groups  according  to  age,  but  the  process  was 
the  same  in  each  case.  The  study  of  physiology  and  hygiene  as 
ordinarily  taught,  furnishes  the  way  toward  a  solution  oi  the 
problem.  Let  us  make  the  study  of  glands,  and  more  especially 
the  study  of  lie  glands  entering  into  the  process  of  digestion,  our 
starting  point  The  mastication  of  foods  with  the  attendant  flow 
of  saliva,  the  consequent  digestion  with  its  use  of  the  various  di- 
gestive juices  coming  from  such  glands  as  the  pancreas  and  the 
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liver,  are  considered  important  factors  in  the  health  of  the  indi- 
vidual. One  would  ordinarily  do  nothing  to  injure  these  glands, 
and  strive  to  keep  them  in  order.  Almost  every  child  knows 
some  one  whose  life  has  been  made  miserable  by  indigestion.  To 
illustrate  further  the  importance  of  glands,  we  may  go  on  to  con- 
sider the  sweat  glands  and  their  value  for  the  body.  All  of  the 
glands  thus  far  studied  empty  into  some  external  part  of  the 
body,  as  it  were,  by  means  of  ducts  or  tubes.  There  are  several, 
however,  which  are  of  f imdamental  importance,  which  empty  their 
contents  directly  into  the  blood.  Of  these,  the  thyroid  gland  in 
the  region  of  the  throat  is  very  important.  We  know  that  if  this 
organ  is  removed  from  a  child's  throat,  the  secretion  being  stopped 
from  entering  into  the  blood,  the  child  becomes  stupid,  senseless, 
puny,  and  often  abnormal  in  other  respects.  It  cannot  develop 
properly.  It  lacks  something  that  will  make  it  a  real  boy  or  girl. 
This  "something"  is  the  valuable  fluid  secreted  by  the  thyroid 
gland. 

The  way  has  now  been  prepared  naturally  for  leading  right 
into  the  study  of  sex  hygiene.  We  have  only  to  step  over  the 
threshold  from  one  room  into  the  other.  The  importance  of  the 
above  mentioned  glands  has  undoubtedly  secured  the  attention  of 
the  child,  and  impressed  him  in  the  proper  manner.  What  does 
he  think  now,  of  another  set  of  glands,  which  makes  the  boy  become 
a  strong,  well  built,  man?  Will  he  not  do  anything  to  preserve 
such  a  gland  ?  From  this  point  it  is  very  easy  to  proceed  to  a  de- 
scription of  the  structure  and  functions  of  the  sexual  glands,  the 
care  necessary  to  keep  them  in  health,  and  the  conservation  of 
the  vital  fluids,  and  of  the  life-giving  principle.  Such  a  pro- 
cedure ought  to  impress  every  child  with  its  importance,  and 
furthermore  will  allow  no  room  for  a  willful  misunderstanding 
on  the  part  of  the  pupil. 

All  of  the  ground  covered  above,  in  outline,  can  be  given  in  one 
lesson,  so  that  the  great  truths  may  be  fully  understood,  and  the 
lesson  of  conservation  driven  home.  One  should  be  very  careful 
to  review  the  work  gone  over,  and  clear  up  all  erroneous  ideas. 
Then  proceed  more  minutely  to  the  question  of  the  proper  care  of 
the  vital  organs,  their  names  and  location,  and  the  dangers  result- 
ing from  their  abuse.  The  bright  and  good  side  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject ought  to  be  dwelt  upon  at  some  length,  and  illustrated  with 
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inspiring  examples.  The  question  of  the  social  evil,  may  be 
touched  upon  at  this  point,  and  the  influence  of  chastity,  strength  of 
character  and  body,  and  the  profound  influence  of  noble  manhood 
and  womanhood  upon  the  future  welfare  of  the  race  ou^t  to  be 
discussed. 

Another  approach  to  this  very  important  subject  lies  in  the  study 
of  temperance,  or  as  it  is  usuaUy  labelled  in  the  course  of  study, 
"intemperance."  In  almost  every  school  there  is  some  provision 
made  for  teaching  the  effects  of  intemperance  upon  mankind. 
Much  is  made  of  the  excessive  use  of  liquor  of  the  wrong  sort, 
tobacco,  and  drugs,  but  the  most  important  part  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject is  not  touched  upon  at  alL  From  the  relation  and  discussion 
of  the  effects  of  drink  and  narcotics  of  various  kinds,  upon  the 
body,  it  is  but  a  step  to  the  matter  of  the  abuse  of  the  vital 
organs  of  the  body,  including  the  sexuaL  When  once  the  subject 
has  been  mentioned,  it  is  easy  enough  to  proceed.  In  this  connec- 
tion may  be  mentioned  a  very  inspiring  and  useful  little  book  on 
tbe  subject  of  temperance,  touching  almost  directly  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  sex  hygiene.  It  is  a  lecture  entitled,  "The  Strength  of 
Being  Clean,  4^  Red  Cross  Address",  by  David  Starr  Jordan.  It 
is  well  worth  every  young  man's  time,  to  read  this  wonderful 
booklet  So  dear  is  it,  and  simple  in  portrayal  of  the  facts,  that 
most  boys  will  be  able  to  grasp  its  significance.  Briefly,  its  sub- 
stance is  as  follows.  There  are  five  roads  to  unearned  happiness, 
each  of  which  leads  to  destruction.  When  the  results  of  following 
tbese  roads  has  been  pointed  out,  the  beauty  of  the  temperate  life 
is  portrayed,  and  the  lecture  ends  with  a  promise  of  great  blessing 
to  those  who  earn  their  happiness. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  suggestions  which  mi^t  be  given, 
and  have  proven  very  helpful  in  opening  a  way  to  a  better  under- 
standing by  the  pupils  of  the  fact  that  within  dieir  own  hands  lies 
tbeir  future  welfare. 

It  is  a  very  poor  plan  to  do  much  reading  to  a  class  in  the  be- 
ginning. The  teacher  must  have  his  material  well  in  mind.  He 
must  be  clear  on  every  point.  Then,  if  he  wishes,  he  may  supple- 
ment his  words  by  the  reading  of  such  books  as  the  lecture  by  Dr. 
Jordan.  The  fundamental  facts  need  the  force  and  personality 
of  a  sympathetic  teacher  back  of  them,  to  be  sent  home  with  all 
the  possible  directness. 
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Much  has  been  written,  on  the  subject  of  sex  hygiene,  much  that 
is  good,  and  much  that  is  not  good.  After  the  preliminary  work 
has  been  given  to  the  child,  one  may  place  in  his  hands  such  a 
book  as  Dr.  Hall's  "From  Youth  Into  Manhood."  This  is  an  ex- 
cellent treatise,  at  once  simple  and  comprehensive  enough  for  the 
purpose  in  hand.  Every  teacher  ought  to  read  Dr.  Stanley  Hall's 
chapter'  in  his  volumes  on  "Adolescence." 

It  is  always  a  good  plan  to  impress  upon  the  children  the  fact 
that  the  teacher  will  be  glad  to  give  any  advice  to  the  pupils  in- 
dividually, at  any  time,  upon  any  question  that  has  not  been  un- 
derstood or  mentioned.  It  is  the  experience  of  most  people  who  have 
done  practical  work  along  the  line  of  sex  hygiene,  that  boys  will 
seldom  talk  to  their  parents  about  such  matters,  no  matter  what 
their  other  relations  to  them  may  be.  The  writer  has  been  in  close 
personal  contact  with  one  group  of  boys  for  more  than  two  years, 
during  which  time  he  has  gained  the  confidence  of  most  of  them. 
And  still,  as  one  of  the  boys  said  while  he  was  being  spoken  to 
individually,  "You  may  not  know  that  I  have  wanted  to  speak  to 
you  so  often,  but  it  is  so  hard,  so  very  hard  to  get  started."  On 
the  one  hand,  we  want  to  give,  and  teach,  and  it  is  so  difficult  for 
us,  as  parents  and  teachers,  to  know  how  to  get  started ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  the  boys  wait  and  look  eagerly  for  information 
which  is  vital  to  the  welfare  of  themselves  and  of  humanity.  "When 
will  we  overcome  this  laxity  and  backwardness  on  our  parts? 
Above  all,  the  teacher  must  emphasize  the  importance  of  a  clean 
mind  as  the  master  of  every  situation.  If  the  thought  is  clean 
and  right,  the  act  will  almost  invariably  be  so.  'TBlessed  are  the 
pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God." 
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English^* 

Bt   James    Fxeming    Hosic,    Chicago    Teachees    College, 
Secretary  of  the  National  Council  of  Teachers  of  English. 

New  occasions  teach  new  duties. 

Time  makes  ancient  good  uncouth; 

They  must  upward  still  and  onward. 
Who  would  keep  abreast  of  truth. 

[OWELL'S  well  known  lines  perfectly  express  the 
spirit  of  the  movement  of  which  I  speak  tonight. 
For  the  English  teachers  of  America  are  rapidly 
awakening  to  the  new  demands  of  the  new  day  and 
will  rise  to  meet  them.  Long  noted  for  their  vaga- 
rieSy  their  disunion,  each  an  infinitely  repellant 
particle,  they  present  today  a  fairly  united  front. 
They  have  formed  one  great  brotherhood  and  eagerly 
call  to  each  other  from  the  South  and  North,  and  West  and  East, 
How  goes  the  battle,  fellow  straggler?  How  fare  you  in  your 
assaults  upon  the  fortresses  of  slovenly  speech,  and  impotent 
thou^t,  and  ignorant  taste? 

Such  a  spectacle  is  most  enheartening.  For  education  in  the 
Mother  Tongue  remains  and  must  always  remain  of  transcendent 
importance  to  every  child.  No  substitute  for  it  has  yet  been  pro- 
posed. It  is  necessary  in  order  that  he  may  think.  It  is  necessary 
that  he  may  make  his  thoughts  known.  It  is  necessary  that  he 
may  share  the  thought  and  life  of  others.  Any  sign  which  augurs 
greater  efficiency,  a  hi^er  general  level,  of  instruction  in  English 
will  be  hailed  by  every  man  of  judgment  among  us  as  due  and 
ample  cause  for  rejoicing.  Not  least  happy  are  those  who,  being 
actually  engaged  in  the  work,  see  just  before  them  larger  possibili- 
ties of  achievement,  more  and  sounder  frait  of  their  labors. 

How  does  it  happen  that  teachers  of  English,  who  only  yester- 
day were  notorious  for  vagary  and  disunion,  should  now  be  found 

*An    addreM   delivered   before   the   National   Education    Association  at  Salt 
Lake  City,  July  11,  191S. 
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united  in  one  great  brotherhood?  What  are  their  common  pur- 
poses? What  their  common  needs?  We  answer,  (1)  they  are 
actuated  by  a  sense  of  limitations  which  prevent  the  highest  suc- 
cess and  which  must  be  overcome,  and  (2)  by  a  new  and  higher 
conception  of  their  mission. 

Upon  no  subject  taught  in  the  schools,  particularly  the  hi^ 
schools,  has  tradition  hung  more  heavily  than  upon  the  subject  of 
English.  Originally  no  part  of  the  curriculum  for  the  adolescent 
years,  it  was  introduced  at  the  behest  of  higher  institutions.  Hence, 
from  the  beginning,  it  was  treated  from  the  point  of  view  of 
preparation  for  the  academic  life.  Moreover,  being  a  language 
study,  it  must  needs  be  pursued  by  those  methods  which  had  long 
been  in  vogue  in  the  language  field.  'HBEere",  said  the  school- 
master, *'is  a  body  of  knowledge,  fully  formulated,  prepared  for 
assimilation.  Master  it  for  your  own."  Unfortunately  such  a 
method  was  ill  adapted  to  the  study  of  a  living  tongue.  Never- 
theless, this  method  has  persisted,  and  it  is  only  with  the  aston- 
ishing growth  of  the  public  high  school  that  teachers  and  super- 
visors have  become  aroused  to  the  necessity  of  sweeping  aside  this 
mass  of  pedantry  and  emphasizing  in  its  place  the  essential 
language  arts. 

This  has  come  about  because  the  social  has  largely  replaced  the 
academic  ideal.  Formerly  the  schools  fitted  for  college.  Now, 
since  not  more  than  4%  of  those  in  high  school  ever  go  to  college, 
the  school  very  properly  fits  more  directly  for  life.  By  life,  it 
should  be  said,  we  mean  tbe  activities  of  business  and  industry, 
the  associations  of  the  family,  the  relationships  and  demands  of 
the  social  community.  Knowing  that  tomorrow  his  pupils  may  be 
in  the  midst  of  such  responsibilities,  that  they  will  be  hearing 
the  call  to  service,  that  they  musf  meet  the  test  of  efficiency,  that 
they  must  prove  their  personal  worth,  that  they  should  be  able  to 
find  within  themselves  the  possibility  of  the  highest  pleasures  and 
of  a  deepening  and  broadening  intellectual  life,  the  English 
teacher  will  strive  with  all  the  earnestness  that  in  him  lies  to 
make  his  classroom  a  place  of  generating  power,  of  expanding 
capacity,  of  storing  up  of  resources  against  the  day  of  need. 

And  what  are  the  chief  demands  which  life  presses  upon  us  ?  I 
answer  (1),  a  clear  head,  (2),  the  power  of  solving  problems, 
(3),  knowledge  of  self  and  of  human  nature,  '(4),  ideals  of  con- 
duct and  strength  to  cling  to  them,   (5),  familiarity  with  the 
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sources  of  culture,  (6),  standards  of  taste,  (7),  command  of  the 
yemacnlar.  These,  then,  are  the  qualities  and  capabilities  which 
the  English  teacher  will  seek  to  develop.  Nor  does  any  other 
have  a  better  opportunity.  First  and  always  the  student  of  Eng- 
lish must  think  straight  How  else  shaU  he  learn  to  speak  per- 
suasively or  write  with  clearness;  how  else  shall  he  read  and  get 
the  sense.  Problems,  moreover,  are  not  confined  to  mathematics. 
Every  attempt  to  adopt  certain  means  to  a  specific  end  is  a  prob- 
lem solving  effort.  Likewise  the  discovery,  as  in  an  argument, 
for  example,  of  how  another  has  done  so.  As  for  literature,  it  is 
the  expression  of  human  life,  the  embodiment  of  human  nature. 
Through  it  the  heart  is  revealed  and  by  means  of  it  we  live  vicari- 
ously in  a  thousand  experiences  and  situations  not  possible  to  us 
otherwise,  finding  ourselves  more  completely  in  a  few  hours  of 
reading,  it  may  be,  than  by  years  of  actual  toil  and  pleasure.  Thus, 
too,  are  built  up  by  concrete  example,  images  of  what  we  should 
like  to  be  and  do  and  those  strong  feelings  of  attraction  and  repul- 
sion which  determine  our  course  whenever  moral  issues  confront  us. 
Hence  the  sources  of  culture  are  found  largely  in  libraries.  It  is  the 
poets  that  shall  teach  us  to  respond  with  sympathetic  fervor  to  the 
appeals  of  truth  and  beauty  in  that  world  of  art  and  nature  in 
wldch  we  may  be  privileged  to  move.  Lastly,  it  is  the  supreme  duty 
of  the  English  teacher  to  enable  his  pupils  to  use  effectively  the 
language  of  every  day.  Thus  we  ruu  the  gamut,  striking  one  by  one 
the  chief  notes  in  the  scale  of  life.  English  may  sound  them  all. 
Whether  it  does  so  or  not  will  depend  upon  tiie  teacher's  point 
of  view.  If  composition  is  taken  to  be  a  skilful  treading  among 
the  eggs  of  our  unphonetic  English  spelling,  a  judicious  salting  of 
discourse  with  capitals,  periods,  and  commas,  and  a  successful 
dodging  of  the  pitfalls  of  an  elusive  grammar — ^like  Peter  Bell's 
yellow  primrose,  nothing  more — and  if  literature  is  treated  as  an 
opportunity  for  verbal  inquisitions,  untimely  reference  hunting, 
and  petty  pressing  of  noses  against  the  author's  private  window 
panes,  then  indeed  shall  the  tones  be  few  and  harsh  which  the 
player  will  evoke.  But  if  the  better  view  obtain,  that  composition 
is  thinking  and  that  literature  is  life,  the  teacher  will  guide  the 
activities  of  his  class  into  those  channels  which  lead  directly 
into  the  experiences  beyond  the  school.  Nor  will  he  fail  to  exact 
the  faithful  performance  of  every  essential  detail,  making  the 
student  feel  how  these  contribute  to  the  end  he  has  in  view. 
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This  is  why  we  hear  so  much  nowadays  of  oral  expression;  of 
attempts  to  use  the  newspapers,  the  magazines,  the  newer  books; 
of  student  criticism;  of  school  papers;  of  interschool  correspon- 
dence; of  the  acting  of  plays,  and  of  various  other  departures 
from  the  beaten  track.  These  are  experiments  in  reality — ^attempts 
to  direct  boys  and  girls  in  doing  precisely  those  things  which  they 
will  most  insistently  continue  to  do  all  their  days. 

For  the  mere  conning  and  saying  of  lessons  is  at  best  very  like 
a  tread  mill,  a  performance  not  easily  duplicated  outside  the 
school.  It  certainly  does  not  enlist  the  whole-hearted  earnestness 
of  the  pupil  and  hence  often  signally  fails  to  produce  any  deep  or 
lasting  effect.  Boys  and  girls  must  enter  into  their  speaking  and 
reading  with  that  zest  and  purpose  which  actuate  them  in  their 
clubs  and  games.  They  must  care  to  win,  must  study  to  win^  must 
rejoice  in  winning.  They  will  do  so  if  their  school  life  is  real  life. 
The  resourceful  teacher  will  make  it  so. 

Such  is  the  spirit  which  animates  the  leaders  of  the  new  English 
movement.  They  are  not  meife  iconoclasts.  They  do  not  favor 
anarchy  or  welcome  chaos.  They  are  not  unmindful  of  the  values 
which  the  methods  in  vogue  for  several  decades  are  capable  of  im- 
folding.  They  are  not  wilfully  ignoring  the  excellent  traditions. 
But  they  would  infuse  the  English  work  of  the  time  with  the  best 
educational  ideals  of  the  time.  They  would  keep  abreast  of  prog- 
ress, would  walk  in  the  van. 

They  are  aware  that  conditions  seemingly  beyond  their  control 
render  their  task  appallingly  difficult.  The  country  as  a  whole  has 
indifferent  standards  of  linguistic  culture.  Often  there  sejem  to  be 
no  standards  at  alL  In  many  communities  less  than  ten  per  cent 
of  the  children  may  be  said  to  receive  any  favorable  linguistic  or 
literary  influence  whatever  in  their  homes,  while  on  the  street  they 
are  laughed  at  for  their  pains  when  they  speak  as  in  the  school 
they  have  been  taught  to  speak.  The  fathers  read  the  newspapers 
and  nothing  better.  The  mothers  read  the  lighter  magazines  or 
nothing  at  all.  At  the  best,  the  school  can  never  raise  the  Eiiglish 
of  all  the  boys  and  girls  far  above  the  community  level,  and  that 
is  often  painfully  low.  The  wonder  is,  not  that  we  do  so  badly  in 
our  English  instruction,  but  that  we  produce  any  visible  effects 
at  all. 

The  situation  in  the  school  itself  is  not  always  favorable.  Other 
departments  fail  to  support  by  example  and  precept  the  efforts  of 
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the  English  teachers.  The  pupils  are  required  to  take  too  many 
hours  of  work  and  have  not  time  for  thoroughness  or  ripening.  The 
English  teachers  are  overwhelmed  with  pupils  and  slight  the  work, 
or  destroy  their  health  and  energy  in  an  heroic  attempt  to  do  jus- 
tice to  individuals  where  only  mass  instruction  is  possible.  Actual 
statistics  show  that  the  mortality  among  composition  teachers  is  in 
many  instances  actually  greater  than  on  the  bloody  field  of  Grettys- 
burg.  And  yet  it  is  a  useless  and  unnecessary  sacrifice.  If  the 
number  of  English  teachers  in  the  high  schools  of  the  United 
States  were  doubled,  the  total  expense  of  this  all  important  sub- 
ject would  not  far  surpass  that  of  the  sciences,  while  if  it  were 
computed  with  relation  to  the  actual  time  given  to  it,  far  less.  Xo 
reasonable  man  will  deny  that  the  intolerable  and  unfortunate 
conditions  to  which  I  have  referred  could  and  should  be  removed. 

The  actual  facts  are  at  hand  in  the  famous  Hopkins  report  and 
will  soon  be  given  to  the  country.  They  should  be  urged  upon 
the  attention  of  all  supervisors  and  all  boards  of  education.  For 
the  sake  of  results,  for  the  sake  of  precious  human  life  and 
strength,  they  should  be  acted  upon  without  delay. 

Along  these  b'nes,  then,  lie  the  possibilities  of  advance  in  Eng- 
lish teaching.  A  unity  of  purpose,  reassuring  in  its  depth  and 
strength,  seems  to  pervade  our  ranks.  The  social  character  and 
social  activities  of  the  school  begin  to  bulk  large  in  our  conception 
of  what  English  training  may  and  ought  to  do.  Not  forgetting 
that  life  is  more  than  meat,  and  culture  more  than  industry,  to 
life  itself  we  look  for  those  aims  which  shall  direct  our  efforts. 
Xor  will  we  hope  to  work  miracles  and  heal  multitudes  when  we 
know  quite  well  that  upon  each  separate  head  must  hands  be  laid. 

We  respect  our  high  calling.  Our  land  is  one  of  many  interests, 
many  occupations,  many  religions,  many  races  even.  What  shall 
constitute  us  all  Americans  ?  What,  indeed,  but  pride  in  our  com- 
mon country,  its  history  and  its  free  institutions;  love  of  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  which  symbolizes  them ;  knowledge  of  our  com- 
mon language  by  means  of  which  we  share  the  common  life ;  and 
familiarity  vnth  our  nation's  literature,  which  reflects  our  history, 
which  embodies  our  spirit,  and  disseminates  our  ideals.  This 
language  and  this  literature  it  is  our  privilege  to  teach.  This  we 
would  do  with  an  eye  single  to  the  making  of  competent  and  useful 
citizens,  ready  and  able  to  serve  others  and  possessed  of  the  means 
of  ever  widening  and  enriching  their  own  intellectual  lives. 
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Fbank  Websteb  Smith,  Patebson  (N.  J.)  Noemai. 
Tbaining  School. 

VIL 
'  The  Peaotioe  School. 

S  I  have  tried  to  indicate  in  previous  articles,  the 

A  practice  school  is  the  center  of  normal  school  work, 

not  an  attachment  or  sequel  to  that  work.  Rightly 
organized  it  will  enhance  and  enlarge  scholarship 
and  make  it  more  effectual.  The  professional 
studies  take  value  and  meaning  only  as  the  practice 
school  becomes  the  helper  and  interpreter  of  such 
studies — often  the  starting  point,  as  well  as  the 
summing  point  for  pursuing  them,  as  shown  with  some  detail  in 
articles  II  and  III.  I  mean  by  this  that  the  foundation  ideas  in 
such  studies  as  administration,  management,  psychology,  method, 
etc.  must  come  from  a  study  of  actual  school  conditions  and  en- 
vironment, as  seen  in  the  practice  school  and  its  sister  schools, 
while  such  subjects  as  sociology  or  sociological  pedagogy  must  find 
their  beginnings  and  apperceptive  basis  not  only  in  the  school 
or  schools  furnished  for  observation  and  practice,  but  in  the  wider 
circle  of  which  these  schools  are  a  part,  the  neighborhood,  village, 
or  city.  From  all  points  of  view  the  practice  school  is  the  funda- 
mental agency  for  developing  and  interpreting  educational  ideas. 
Its  relation  to  the  normal  school  is  a  ¥ital  one  and  its  organiza- 
tion becomes  not  merely  highly  important,  but  really  the  deter- 
mining factor  in  normal  school  efficiency. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  the  relations  of  practice  depart- 
ment to  professional  study  in  the  normal  school  frequently  do  not 
permit  these  basal  principles  to  be  carried  out  and  rarely  permit 
them  to  be  carried  out  with  their  full  implications.  The  rela- 
tions are  extremely  varied  in  different  countries  and  even  in  the 
same  country.  Sometimes  the  relations  are  so  loose  that  the  practice 
school  is  such  only  in  name.    Sometimes  there  is  almost  absolute 
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unity.    These  conditions  and  relations  may  be  classified  roughly 
as  follows: — 

1.  The  normal  school  sometimes  has  no  practice  school  at  all. 
In  such  cases  practice  work  must  be  carried  on  by  teaching  one's 
own  classmates — ^in  imagination  making  childreii  of  them  and 
letting  them  in  imagination  conduct  themselves  as  children.  This 
is  good  practice  for  the  imagination  and  has  some  definite  worth 
as  practice,  but  it  is  only  a  make-shift  for  real  practice  work. 

2.  Generally  the  normal  school  has  a  practice  school  of  some 
sort  Plans  of  articulation  with  the  normal  school  however  are 
widely  divergent     They  may  be  grouped  as  follows: — 

(1)  Sometimes  by  special  arrangement  the  normal  school 
has  the  privilege  of  using  one  grade  or  more  in  various  schools  in 
the  city,  town,  district,  or  state,  now  with  resident  critics,  again 
with  itinerant  critics. 

(2)  Sometimes  by  co-operation  in  financial  support  a  normal 
school  takes  over  one  of  the  local  schools  fqr  practice  purposes, 
occasionally  even  using  one  of  its  own  buildings  for  the  purpose. 
Under  these  conditions  various  combinations  as  to  control  and 
support  are  possible.  Now  the  practice  school  is  under  the  same 
management  as  the  normal  school;  again  it  has  a  separate  man- 
agement with  a  special  principal,  or  with  the  superintendent  of 
the  local  school  system  as  principal  or  leading  critic.  Thus  normal 
school  control  of  its  practice  school  is  sometimes  complete,  some- 
times only  partial  or  nominal. 

(3)  Again  the  normal  school  has  a  practice  school  wholly 
its  own,  to  which  pupils  are  admitted  by  application,  either  with 
or  without  tuition.  The  superior  educational  advantages  of  such 
a  school,  because  it  has  picked  teachers  and  can  be  readily  organ- 
ized to  give  special  attention  to  pupils,  makes  admission  to  it 
much  sou^t  In  some  cases  the  normal  school  is  situated  in  the 
midst  of  a  large  graded  public  school  where  it  has  complete  free- 
dom of  action.  Because  this  school  represents  real  public  school 
conditions  it  makes  the  most  effective  practice  school. 

The  use  of  the  practice  school  is  even  more  varied  than  the 
conditions  just  noted. 

1.  Sometimes  the  practice  school  is  used  for  observation  only. 

2.  Sometimes  the  normal  student  teaches  a  lesson  occasionally, 
perhaps  a  single  lesson  d^aily.    In  other  schools  she  remains  for  an 


Digitized  by 


Google 


106  Edudxtion  for  October 

hour  only.  In  still  other  schools  she  remains  for  observation  after 
teaching.  In  other  cases  she  is  given  full  charge  of  a  grade,  but 
generally  for  a  short  time  only,  sometimes  merely  for  a  few 
minutes.  But  in  some  practice  systems  the  student  practically 
"lives"  in  the  practice  class  during  the  whole  time  of  her  assign- 
ment which  lasts  for  a  substantial  period,  and  thus  has  abundant 
and  varied  opportunities  to  study  and  teach, — to  share  in  all  the 
work  of  the  grade  and  put  herself  to  practical  tests  in  it  all.  Hence 
there  are  all  degrees  of  effectiveness  in  the  use  of  the  practice 
department. 

3.  As  to  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  this  part  of  professional 
training,  practice  teaching  sometimes  continues  for  a  few  months 
or  weeks,  sometimes  for  a  year. 

4.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  great  variety  in  the  scope  of  the 
work.  Sometimes  the  student's  whole  practice  is  in  a  single 
grade.  Again  practice  teaching  is  required  in  several  grades. 
And  still  again,  it  includes  service  for  substantial  periods  in  all 
grades. 

As  to  the  method  of  training  to  teach,  the  main  dependence  is 
of  course  upon  critic  work  and  discussions  with  the  students  under 
training.  Critic  work  is  sometimes  general,  sometimes  depart- 
mental. In  some  cases  there  are  special  critics  for  each  practice 
grade,  in  other  cases  there  are  only  supervisory  critics.  In  some 
cases  the  two  plans  are  combined  to  the  advantage  of  both.  Some- 
times the  teachers  of  the  professional  studies  act  as  supervisory 
critics  and  thus  keep  their  own  class  work  in  close  touch  with  the 
actual  work  of  the  school  where  it  must  find  its  application  and 
test. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  is  evident  that  there  is  no  uniformity 
in  the  organization  and  administration  of  practice  work.  The 
principles  of  practice  work  seem  unsettled.  As  a  result  this  fea- 
ture of  professional  training  is  frequently  merely  fragmentary 
and  perfunctory,  and  students  go  out  from  the  normal  school  with 
little  practical  training  for  their  work.  Practice  work  needs  far 
better  organization  than  it  has  in  many  cases,  more  serious  peda- 
gogical thinking,  and  more  systematic  administration,  to  put  stu- 
dents in  touch  with  real  school  conditions  and  to  join  the  work 
of  the  practice  department  and  the  students'  professional  studies 
more  closely  and  organically. 
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My  experience  in  various  phases  of  nonnal  school  work,  and 
data  gathered  from  different  sources,  suggest  the  following  theses, 
— ^first  those  of  a  negative  tone  having  to  do  with  certain  elimina- 
tions that  will  leave  the  field  clearer  for  positive  suggestion: 

1.  A  practice  department  whidb  c(msists  of  scattered  grades, 
or  schools  loosely  hound  to  the  normal  school  proper,  so  that  re- 
ciprocal observation  and  study  by  practice  school  corps  and  normal 
sdiool  corps  and  the  consequent  correlation  and  unification  of 
professional  study  and  practice  teaching  are  impracticable,  does 
not  make  for  real  effectiveness  in  practice  work  nor  in  normal 
school  work  generally. 

2.  A  practice  department  under  foreign  or  under  divided  con- 
trol is  a  menace  to  the  prosperity  of  the  normal  school,  as  it  lays 
itself  open  to  the  danger  of  friction  and  cross  purposes,  or  at 
least  does  not  give  the  best  conditions  for  full  appreciation  and 
realization  of  the  possibilities  of  practice  school  worL 

8.  Apprentice  work,  or  cadet  work,  a  special  form  of  practice 
work  which  may  come  under  either  1  or  2,  is  very  valuable  for 
testing  the  worth  of  a  young  teacher  and  stimulatin^g  her  develop- 
ment in  various  directions,  but  it  lies  open,  in  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, to  the  dangers  referred  to  under  previous  theses. 

4.  Practice  work  narrow  in  scope,  whether  as  to  time  or  va- 
riety of  experience,  does  not  properly  fulfil  the  function  of  such 
work. 

5.  As  far  as  merely  perfunctory  practice  work  prevails,  in- 
stead of  genuine  teaching  which  gives  students  insight  into  real 
school  work  and  develops  teaching  responsibility,  normal  school 
work  becomes  formal  and  abstract. 

All  these  theses  have  to  do  with  certain  curtailments  of  practice 
work  which  hamper  its  freedom  and  prevent  it  from  fulfilling 
possibilities  safely  and  easily  within  reach. 

These  eliminations  bring  to  view  some  positive  theses  which 
seem  to  surest  the  safest  outlets  for  normal  school  activities  in 
the  direction  of  practice  teaching: — 

^  1.  The  practice  school  should  be  under  the  full  control  of  the 
normal  school,  so  that  there  may  be  the  greatest  freedom  of  use. 
The  ri^ts  of  children  may  be  as  fully  preserved  under  this  ar- 
rangement as  under  any.  The  child  end  should  be  more  easily 
and  carefully  attained  under  normal  school  management  than 
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under  separate  management^  for  that  is  the  end  and  aim  of  all 
normal  school  worL  It  will  readily  appear  that  freedom  of  use 
is  not  inconsistent  with  giving  grade  pupils  even  better  advantages 
than  the  average  school,  because  regular  critic  teachers,  chosen  be- 
cause of  their  superior  merit,  are  in  full  charge  of  the  several 
grades  and  can  easily  insure  against  any  loss,  and  these,  with 
the  teachers  imder  training  assigned  to  their  grades,  can  so  adjust 
their  work  that  pupils  may  receive  considerably  more  individual 
attention  than  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

2.  The  practice  school  should  be  fully  under  the  direction  of 
the  principal  of  the  normal  school.  The  practice  school  is  not  a 
separate  entity,  but  an  integral  part  of  the  normal  school,  the 
various  departments  of  which  must  be  organized  as  a  unit  There 
may  and  must  be  heads  of  departments,  but  no  divided  direction. 

3.  The  practice  school  should  occupy  quarters  in  the  normal 
school  plant  In  normal  schools  having  a  limited  number  of  stu- 
dents all  departments,  including  the  practice  school,  will  occupy 
the  same  building,  so  that  normal  students  may  be  surrounded 
by  effective  means  for  an  intelligent  approach  to  their  professional 
subjects  and  for  testing  their  ideas.  Moderate  numbers  are  most 
conducive  to  efficiency.  Numbers  cannot  be  an  end,  though  they 
come  perilously  near  this  in  some  educational  institutions.  They 
are  significant  only  as  indicating  the  spread  of  higher  education 
and  particularly  tiie  increase  of  trained  teachers  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  people's  schools.  Several  institutions  of  moderate 
numbers  are  superior  to  one  of  imwieldy  numbers.  But  where, 
from  necessity  or  from  careless  organization,  the  number  of  nor- 
mal students  in  any  institution  has  outreached  moderate  limits,  so 
that  the  central  building  is  filled,  the  practice  school  should  be 
closely  connected  with  it  by  protected  passages;  so  that  there  may 
be  the  greatest  freedom  and  convenience  of  movement  between  the 
two  departments, — ^teachers  of  professional  studies  visiting  the 
practice  rooms  to  see  how  their  principles  are  being  applied,  what 
difficulties  show  themselves,  what  new  instruction  and  illustration 
are  needed  in  their  work,  and  in  general  how  their  own  class-room 
work,  both  concrete  and  abstract,  may  be  strengthened,  and  on 
the  other  hand  teachers  of  the  practice  school  visiting  the  normal 
courses  to  get  new  ideas  and  to  share  in  mutually  helpful  discus- 
sions and  conferences. 
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4.  As  to  adminiBtration : —  There  should  be  a  special  critic 
teacher  assigned  to  each  critic  grade  to  guide  the  work  and  to 
train  the  normal  students  assigned  to  the  grade  to  organize  and 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  grade.  The  teachers  in  charge  of  the 
different  courses  of  professional  study  in  the  normal  school  should 
act  as  supervisory  critics  in  the  whole  practice  school  in  the  direc- 
tion of  their  specialties.  This  gives  expert  guidance  and  pro- 
motes unity  in  the  work.  The  principal  and  his  assistants  may 
also  act  as  critics  in  capacities  best  suited  to  the  talent  of  each  one. 

5.  Under  the  conditions  which  prevail  in  the  «country  at  large 
it  would  seem  fair  to  require  a  normal  student  to  spend  a  year  in 
practice  work,  devoting  from  one-half  to  four-fifths  of  each  day 
in  this  direction,  in  order  to  leave  some  time  for  study  outside  the 
practice  room.  For  it  is  very  desirable  that  such  study  should 
continue  while  practice  work  is  going  on,  so  that  normal  students 
may  have  the  benefit  of  its  refreshment  and  stimulus.  The  prac- 
tice school  is  not  merely  a  means  of  application  and  interpreta- 
tion, but  of  suggesting  professional  ideas.  Hence  this  correlative 
study  and  practice  reacts  beneficially  on  both  parts  of  the  course. 
This  continued  study,  like  previous  study,  must  not  be  bookish. 
It  will  be  a  study  of  things,  of  conditions,  of  children,  of  schools, 
of  systems,  of  school  administration  and  class  administration,  of 
principles,  and  of  history  that  guides  and  steadies  judgment.  It 
will  be  carried  on  by  class-room  work,  supplemented  by  observa- 
tion and  excursions;  and  there  must  be  opportunity  for  discussion 
and  conference  and  for  broad  and  varied  guidance  toward  effective 
worL 

It  is  obviously  necessary  to  lighten  practice  work,  if  such  study 
is  to  proceed.  To  require  a  student  to  spend  a  whole  day  in 
faithful  work  in  a  practice  grade,  with  its  attendant  nervous 
stimulus  and  strain  and  then  to  continue  her  study  in  after  hours 
is  beyond  reason  from  a  hygienic  point  of  view  alone.  The  ar- 
rangement suggested  seems  to  give  a  stronger  and  better-balanced 
training  course  than  would  be  possible  if  all  study  were  to  be  com- 
pleted before  practice  teaching  begins,  or  if  the  additional  study 
were  to  be  omitted  and  its  place  taken  by  practice  work. 

6.  Normal  students  should,  at  least  after  they  have  become 
somewhat  seasoned  in  practice  work,  conduct  all  the  work  of  the 
grades  to  which  they  are  assigned,  the  critic  teacher's  function 
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being  merely  to  see  that  the  work  proceeds  to  the  advantage  of 
the  child.  She  is,  however,  to  be  ready  to  assume  the  work  her- 
self whenever  the  class  is  suffering  from  poor  work.  In  connec- 
tion with  sympathetic  suggestion  and  criticism  of  various  kinds 
this  may  be  a  most  telling  incentive,  arousing  the  forming  teacher 
to  her  best. 

Strong  work  may  also  be  done  where  the  normal  students  serve 
as  regular  teachers  of  the  grade  without  grade  critics.  In  such 
eases  critics  are  assigned  to  groups  of  grades,  and  they  act,  as  far 
as  may  be,  in  the  same  capacity  as  the  grade  critics  to  which 
reference  has  just  been  made.  The  objections  to  this  plan  are 
that  the  training  cannot  be  as  intimate,  and  new  professicmal 
study  cannot  well  be  carried  on  coincidently  with  the  practice  work. 

7.  The  normal  student  should  serve  in  at  least  five  or  six  of 
the  ei^t  grades  found  in  the  ordinary  elementary  school,  in  order 
to  give  proper  scope  and  perspective  to  her  training  and  knowledge. 
It  would  be  better  to  serve  in  eight  A  teacher  under  training 
should  study  as  intimately  as  possible,  and  come  to  understand 
as  appreciatively  as  possible,  the  elementary  school  system.  She 
should  know,  as  fully  as  such  apprenticeship  will  allow,  the  whence 
and  whither  of  any  grade  she  may  be  called  upon  to  teach.  She 
must  be  able  to  look  up  and  down  the  line  with  educational  appre- 
ciation. Only  in  this  way  can  a  teacher  broaden  her  power  and 
rightly  interpret  her  work. 

8.  The  normal  student  should  be  left  repeatedly  in  full  charge 
of  grades  to  test  her  power,  to  give  her  confidence,  independence 
and  initiative,  and  to  enable  her  critics  to  get  at  her  strong  and 
weak  points  more  clearly  and  thus  to  guide  her  development  more 
intelligently. 

9.  By  excursions  and  by  extra  assignments,  (often  made  pos- 
sible by  the  substitute  arrangements  of  the  school  system  of  which 
the  normal  school  is  a  part,  or  with  which  it  may  be  associated), 
the  forming  teacher  should  gain  valuable  insight  into  the  working 
of  other  schools  and  systems. 

All  this, — the  continuous  study  of  great  professional  subjects 
the  application  and  exploration  of  principles  and  ideals  through 
these  varied  experiences  and  opportimities,  and  the  new  thouj^t 
and  inspiration  which  these  same  experiences  stimulate,  develop 
sound  scholarship  and  sound  judgment  which  together  make  the 
sound  and  progressive  teacher  who  will  win  striking  results. 
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Hsa^BY  S.  CuBTis,  Olivet,  Michigan. 

^HEKE  have  been  a  number  of  recent  articles  and 

Tl  books  that  seem  to  indicate  the  belief  that  the  rural 
I  church  is  to  be  the  social  center  of  the  rural  com- 
■  munity.  As  this  view  is  held  by  many  of  the  cler- 
gymen themselves,  it  indicates  a  point  of  view  that 
is  hopeful.  The  rural  church  probably  would  be 
the  very  best  social  center  that  the  country  could 
have;  for  it  offers  not  merely  a  social  opportunity, 
but  an  appreciation  of  spiritual  values  and  a  sense  of  social  ser^ 
vice.  It  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  church  to  become  such  a  center, 
for  the  rural  surveys  seem  to  show  that  in  general  only  those  rural 
churches  that  are  organizing  the  social  life  of  their  conmiunities 
are  growing.  The  hired  man  and  the  farm  boys  are  falling  into 
dissipation  from  the  lack  of  legitimate  amusements.  The  farmers 
and  their  boys  and  girls  are  leaving  for  the  town  and  the  city, 
there  to  be  subject  to  many  temptations  for  which  they  are  not 
prepared  and  to  clog  the  wheels  of  city  progress  by  their  con- 
servatism. 


DUTY    OP    THE    CHUKOH    TO    ORGANIZE    SOCIETY    AND    BECEEATION. 

The  organization  of  the  social  life  would  seem  to  be  one  of  the 
first  duties  of  the  churcL    Jesus  said :  "Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself.^^    In  the  epistles  we  are  told  in  various  places  that 
the  test  of  Christianity  is  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love.    If  it  be  the 
purpose  of  Christianity  to  promote  human  brotherhood,  or  in  more 
common  terms  real  friendship  amongst  men,  then  it  is  no  less  the 
duty  of  the  church  to  promote  sociability  and  friendliness  than  it 
is  to  hold  church  services.    It  is  impossible  for  men  to  love  each 
other  unless  they  know  each  other,  unless  they  meet  together  in 
frequent    social    intercourse.      If  Christianity    is    applied    love, 
the  duty  of  the  church  is  the  development  of  love.     This  is  the 
task  of   religious  education,  of  the  church   and  th#  individual 
Christian.      However,  in  fact,  the  feuds  of  churches,  the  petty 
quarrels  over  creeds  have  often  been  a  denial  of  all  the  Christian 
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ideals.  The  numerous  churches  have  drawn  the  community  apart 
rather  than  cemented  it  together.  Their  petty  rivalries  may  have 
promoted  loyalty  and  church  giving,  but  they  have  never  advanced 
Christianity  or  brotherly  love,  or  the  welfare  of  the  rural  com- 
munity. The  great  need  of  the  rural  churches  at  the  present  time 
is  consolidation,  so  that  there  shall  be  only  one  church  to  a  com- 
munity. 

TIME  FOE  DOOTKINAL  SEBMONS  IS  PAST. 

The  time  for  the  doctrinal  sermon  is  past  The  doctrine  of 
evolution  has  upset  the  old  creeds  and  made  quarrels  over  the 
import  of  especial  phrases  meaningless.  The  sermon  has  gone 
down  from  the  seven-hour  sermon  of  Puritan  days  to  the  twenty- 
minute  oration  of  the  modem  fashionable  churdu  Love  can  not 
be  promoted  by  this  preaching.  Hence,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is 
essential  to  the  modem  church.  Any  live  minister  ought  at  times 
to  have  something  to  say  to  his  people,  as  a  father  would  to  his 
children,  but  where  the  life  is  one  of  real  service  and  the  message 
is  brought  fresh  from  the  altar  of  life,  I  am  not  sure  but  the  less 
time  there  is  spent  on  its  preparation  the  better  it  will  be. 

Neither  Jesus  himself  nor  any  of  his  contemporaries  ever  looked 
upon  his  mission  as  essentially  that  of  preaching.  He  was  called 
the  Great  Physician,  the  Friend  of  Publicans  and  Sinners.  It  was 
said  of  him  that  he  went  about  doing  good.  The  minister  ou^t 
to  be  the  social  organizer  and  spiritual  counsellor  of  his  flock.  It 
should  be  his  aim  to  bring  to  pass  the  kingdom  of  heaven  upon 
earth,  or  in  other  words,  to  promote  the  spirit  of  love  and  the 
deeds  that  spring  from  love. 

DECADENT   CONDITION   OF   COUNTRY    OHUBOHES. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  country  church  has  not  conceived 
of  its  duty  in  this  way.  There  is  no  question  also,  but  the  church 
in  the  country  is  at  present  in  a  decadent  condition.  The  Rev. 
E.  C.  Hayward  in  his  book  on  "Institutional  Work  for  the 
Coimtry  Church''  says:  "Conditions  have  greatly  changed  in  the 
last  few  years.  But  few  country  churches  can  be  said  to  be  in  a 
flourishing  condition ;  the  majority  are  barely  holding  their  own, 
some  are  losing  ground,  all  are  struggling  heroically  for  life ;  but 
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the  tide  is  against  them,  something  must  be  done."  In  the  studies 
that  were  made  under  the  Department  of  the  Church  and  Country 
Life  of  the  Board  of  Home  Misions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States,  it  was  foimd  that  sixteen  hundred  rural 
churches  in  Illinois,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  in  Missouri,  six  hun- 
dred in  Tennessee,  etc.,  had  been  abandoned  in  the  last  ten  years. 
It  is  estimated  that  there  are  ten  thousand  abandoned  rural 
churches  in  the  country  as  a  whole*  There  are  probably  thirty  or 
forty  thousands  more  that  should  be  abandoned  in  order  that  rural 
parishes  might  be  consolidated  as  we  are  now  consolidating  rural 
schools ;  but  this  is  not  what  has  taken  place  with  these  churches, 
they  have  been  simply  given  up  from  lack  of  support 

OBOANIZING  BBOBEATION  AND  SOOIABrLITY  BniIJ>S  UP  THB  OHUBOH, 

This  can  only  mean  that  the  rural  church  is  not  rendering  on 
the  whole  a  vital  service  to  rural  life.  The  church  survey  also 
discovered  other  interesting  facts.  In  one  county  of  Indiana 
seventy-six  churches  were  found.  Of  those  among  this  number 
that  were  organizing  the  social  and  recreational  life  of  their 
people,  65%  were  foimd  to  be  growing  in  membership.  Of 
those  that  were  not  organizing  the  social  and  recreational  life 
only  12%  were  found  to  be  growing.  In  other  counties  out  of 
266  churches  that  were  not  organizing  any  form  of  recreation 
only  one  w^as  found  to  be  growing.  It  is  evidently  good  policy 
for  the  church  to  take  this  work  seriously. 

We  have  several  shining  examples  of  what  such  a  church  can 
do.  The  Eev.  Matthew  MclNTutt  of  Plainfield,  Illinois,  is  one  of 
the  best  known  examples.  He  came  from  the  McCormick  Theo- 
logical Seminary  to  a  dying  ooimtry  church  twelve  years  ago. 
He  first  organized  a  singing  school,  which  brou^t  in  the  young 
people  to  the  church  to  sing  one  night  a  week.  It  soon  developed 
that  there  were  several  good  voices,  and  out  of  this  singing  grew 
a  boys*  quartette,  a  girls*  quartette,  several  soloists,  and  a  good 
chorus  for  the  church.  After  this  a  gospel  chorus  was  organized 
that  met  around  at  the  houses  of  the  members.  A  considerable 
part  of  these  evenings  were  given  to  sociability,  and  became  very 
popular  among  the  yoimg  people.  This  built  up  at  once  the 
church  attendance  and  the  choir.  A  series  of  sociables  were 
planned  and  held  at  the  different  houses  of  the  neighborhood.    No 
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charge  was  made,  but  light  refreshments  were  served  free.  These 
were  very  popular  with  young  people,  and  developed  a  spirit  of 
good  comradeship  among  them.  There  was  a  missionary  circle 
for  the  girls  which  was  largely  social  and  an  athletic  club  among 
the  boys.  An  annual  home  coming  and  picnic  was  arranged  for, 
and  a  series  of  extension  lectures  and  entertainments  were  given 
in  the  winter. 

Since  Mr.  McNutt  came  to  this  pastorate  twelve  years  ago,  the 
church  has  erected  a  new  $10,000  edifice  which  was  paid  for  as 
soon  as  completed.  The  pastor's  salary  has  been  raised  forty 
percent,  and  more  than  six  thousand  dollars  have  been  given  in 
the  last  five  years  to  outside  benevolences.  -Practically  everyone 
in  the  countryside  belongs  to  the  church.  This  church  is  out  in 
the  open  country  six  miles  from  the  nearest  railroad  or  trolley 
line.  It  is  not  far  from  Chicago,  Joliet,  or  Aurora,  yet  almost 
none  of  its  young  people  have  left  the  farm  to  seek  city  life.  Dur- 
ing his  entire  pastorate  there,  only  one  yoimg  man  or  woman  is 
known  to  have  gone  wrong  from  the  neighborhood. 

Rev.  McNutt  says :  "When  a  church  once  gets  a  reputation  in  a 
community  of  helping  the  helpless,  for  befriending  the  friendless, 
for  fi(howing  mercy  to  the  poor,  for  rendering  a  cheerful,  loving, 
helpful  service  to  all  in  need,  there  is  no  question  about  its  be- 
coming a  church  full  of  life — a  church  that  will  command  the 
respect,  co-operation^  the  support  of  everybody."  The  great 
trouble  with  the  church  in  the  past  has  beeQ  that  it  has  been  min- 
istering to  itself,  seeking  to  rim  a  "gospel  ark"  for  its  own  mem- 
bers, without  feeling  that  it  owed  any  duty  of  service  to  the  com- 
munity at  large.  In  a  large  way  the  reward  of  both  men  and 
institutions  is  in  proportion  to  the  service  they  render.  Why 
should  a  church  be  supported  by  a  community  for  which  it  is  doing 
nothing  ?  The  average  country  church  is  not  offering  anything  to 
the  community  at  large,  which  is  not  interested  in  its  preaching, 
except  sociables  and  entertainments  which  are  given  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  the  necessary  funds  for  the  church,  and  again 
are  a  device  not  for  serving  the  community,  but  for  making  the 
community  serve  the  church. 

The  Eev.  Anton  T.  Boise,  in  reporting  on  his  survey  of  rural 
conditions  in  northern  Missouri,  says:  "The  strongest  country 
church  that  I  found  was  one  where  for  more  than  twenty-five  years 
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it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  young  people  to  go  off  together 
every  Sunday  after  church  or  Sunday  School  to  some  one  place 
for  dinner  and  a  good  time^  and  also  to  meet  together  at  some 
home  once  or  twice  a  month^  during  the  week.  In  that  community 
I  was  told  by  two  different  men  whose  word  I  think  I.  can  trust 
that  for  twenty  years  there  had  not  been  a  case  of  a  girl  going 
wrong,  and  that  none  of  the  young  men  or  boys  had  ever  been 
known  to  be  drunk." 

THE  OEGANIZATION  NEEDED  IS  NOT  DIFFICULT. 

The  things  that  have  been  spoken  of  in  the  way  of  recreation 
and  sociability  are  not  difficult  to  organize.  The  young  people  in 
the  country  are  eager  for  such  opportunities  and  only  too  glad 
to  respond.  Almost  any  girls'  Bible  class  can  be  organized  into 
a  social  dub  to  meet  some  evening  or  afternoon  during  the  week. 
It  is  easy  to  turn  a  boys'  class  into  a  base  ball  team  or  a  Boy 
Scout's  PatroL  The  task  of  social  organization  is  in  some  ways 
much  easier  in  the  country  than  in  the  city  because  there  is  a  lack 
of  other  attractions  there.  In  the  city  any  organization  that  may 
be  formed  will  have  to  bid  against  the  moving  picture  show,  the 
theatre,  the  dance  hall,  the  pool  room,  the  cheap  excursion,  parks, 
playgrounds,  etc.  There  is  no  lack  of  society  in  the  city ;  but  in 
the  country  there  are  none  of  these  counter  attractions  and  there 
is  a  hunger  for  companionship.  The  entire  problem  of  rural 
recreation  might  well  be  turned  over  to  the  church,  if  every  coun- 
try church  had  and  could  support  a  pastor  like  the  Kev.  McNutt. 
But  this  is  far  from  being  the  case. 

Probably  country  churches  need  to  be  consolidated  even  more 
than  rural  schools.  They  have  often  created  a  most  unchristian 
spirit  in  country  neighborhoods,  and  have  been  kept  alive  wholly 
by  the  frictions  and  spirit  of  strife  which  they  stirred  up.  They 
have  divided  the  community  up  so  much  that  it  has  been  impossible 
to  get  an  audience  at  any  one  church  or  to  raise  enough  money  to 
support  the  minister.  They  have  been  forces  that  have  been 
driving  the  community  apart  rather  than  drawing  it  together  in 
a  spirit  of  brotherly  love.  The  country  community  needs  sadly 
a  community  center.  The  centralized  church,  such  as  the  one  at 
Plainfield,  is  one  of  the  best  centers  possible,  but  the  little,  nar- 
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row  bickering,  church  factions  are  preventing  rather  than  further- 
ing community  enterprise  and  co-operation. 

THE  COUNTBY  OHTJEOH  IS  WITHOUT  A  PASTOB. 

The  country  church  is  at  the  present  time  without  a  pastor.  In 
the  study  of  the  churches  of  northern  Missouri,  it  was  found  that 
92%  of  the  country  ministers  had  four  or  more  churches,  and 
that  the  remaining  8%  had  two  or  three  churches.  There  was  not 
a  single  minister  who  was  giving  all  his  time  to  one  country 
church.  All  but  three  of  these  ministers  lived  in  the  towns  and 
not  in  the  open  country  at  all.  92%  of  the  churches  were  what 
are  kaown  as  three-hour  churches,  that  is,  they  had  two  preaching 
services  one  Simday  a  month.  Such  churches,  of  course,  have  no 
pastors.  It  is  impossible  for  this  absentee  preacher,  to  minister 
to  the  social  needs  of  his  flock.  He  is  not  a  minister  or  a  pastor, 
but  only  a  preacher.  The  condition  is  as  disastrous  to  the  church 
spiritually  as  the  influence  of  the  absentee  landlord  is  industrially. 

Again,  many  of  the  country  preachers  are  uneducated,  some  of 
them  nearly  or  quite  illiterate.  These  men,  even  if  they  resided 
near  the  church,  could  not  organize  its  social  life,  because  they 
had  not  the  social  interest  or  training,  or  the  breadth  of  view 
that  would  enable  them  to  do  it 

All  the  signs  seem  to  indicate  that  a  better  time  is  coming  to 
the  coimtry  church.  Many  of  the  leaders  of  thou^t  are  alive  to 
the  problem.  The  seminaries  are  beginning  to  give  training.  The 
rural  life  conferences  and  sunmier  courses  for  country  ministers 
are  giving  direction  to  the  movement.  But  it  will  be  a  generation, 
probably,  before  this  condition  can  be  remedied.  The  country 
community  can  not  at  present  depend  on  the  pastor  of  the  church 
to  organize  its  social  and  recreational  life,  because  he  does  not 
exist. 

CAN   THE   OHUBOH   DO    THE    WOBK    WITHOUT   A  PASTOB? 

How  far  is  it  possible  for  the  church  to  organize  the  social  life 
of  the  community  without  a  resident  pastor?  Here  again  it  is 
purely  a  question  of  leadership.  Social  leadership  is  always  in- 
adequate in  the  rural  community,  but  if  the  country  churches 
would  conceive  of  this  as  a  duty  that  they  owe  to  the  community, 
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and  to  themselveB  as  Christians,  and  to  the  church,  they  mi^t  do 
much  and  the  church  would  get  an  increasing  support  from  the 
community  that  might  enable  it  to  soon  maintain  a  pastor. 

Nearly  all  country  churches  are  doing  something  at  the  present 
time.  Even  the  ordinary  preadiing  services  are  social  occasions 
more  or  less.  Bev.  Boise  says:  ''I  was  talking  not  long  ago  with 
a  very  intelligent  seventeen  year  old  boy,  the  son  of  a  well-to-do 
farmer.  I  asked  him  what  recreaticms  there  were  for  himself 
and  his  friends.  He  thou^t  a  minute  and  then  answered,  ^Well, 
ihetQ  is  church  on  Sunday,  and  then  there  is  Sunday  School' — 
but  he  had  trouble  in  thinking  of  anything  else."  Most  churches 
have  oyster  suppers  and  strawberry  festivals  in  order  to  raise 
their  share  of  the  minister's  salary.  These  are  held  selfishly  by 
tiie  church  for  its  own  ends,  but  they  serve  as  valuable  social  occa- 
sions for  the  countryside  nevertheless.  Some  of  these  events 
were,  I  remember,  among  the  largest  social  occasions  in  my  own 
childhood. 

Probabfy  the  largest,  often  the  only  social  service  the  church 
is  doing  is  represented  by  the  Women's  Missionary  Society,  which 
frequently  meets  and  sews  for  the  sick  or  the  poor  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. Probably  the  service  which  the  women  render  to  themselves 
and  to  each  other,  by  meeting  together  in  a  social  way  is  greater 
than  their  service  to  the  sick  or  &e  poor,  but  they  do  not  usually 
think  of  this  side  and  render  their  work  unselfi^y.  It  is  to  be 
feared  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  gossip  at  these  meetings,  and 
that  there  is  not  as  much  intellectual  stimulation  as  there  should 
be.  Perhaps  it  would  be  possible  to  have  a  short  literary  program 
or  to  have  some  one  read  aloud  during  a  part  of  the  afternoon,  to 
the  advantage  of  everybody.  But  however  conducted,  the  mission- 
ary society  plays  an  important  part  as  it  is  often  the  only  social 
gathering  of  any  kind  the  farm  wife  attends.  K  the  rural  church 
will  only  see  the  value  of  these  things,  it  will  be  possible  for  almost 
any  church  congregation  to  hold  several  good  free  sociables  during 
the  year,  which  will  be  a  boon  to  the  young  people  who  want  to 
get  together,  and  will  be  sure  to  create  a  spirit  of  friendliness 
toward  the  churdb. 

Any  capable  teacher  of  a  young  men's  Bible  class  can  organize 
his  class  into  a  base  ball  team  or  a  Boys'  Scout  Patrol  to  meet  at 
some  time  during  the  week,  and  this  will  be  good  for  the  boys 
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and  good  for  the  Sunday  school.  A  good  deal  of  this  is  already 
being  done^  as  Mr.  West,  Chief  Scout  executive,  estimates  that 
85%  of  all  scout  patrols  are  organized  in  connection  with  Sun- 
day schools.    At  least  25%  of  the  scout  masters  are  ministers. 

In  the  same  way,  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  any  capable 
teacher  of  a  Sunday  School  class  of  older  girls  to  organize  her 
girls  into  a  missionary  or  other  band  that  would  meet  onoe  a  week 
or  once  a  month  for  discussions,  sewing,  and  sociability. 

It  is  believed  that  a  realization  of  the  value  and  the  need  of 
social  life  is  getting  abroad  in  the  coimtry  communities,  and  that 
we  may  expect  more  and  more  from  the  diurch  in  the  way  of  the 
organization  of  recreation  and  sociability  along  all  of  these  lines. 
The  results  will  not,  however,  be  satisfactory  until  the  rural 
church  can  get  a  pastor,  and  a  pastor  who  conceives  that  he  owes 
a  duty  of  service  to  the  community  as  a  whole.  With  such  a 
pastor  the  country  church  will  assume  a  new  importance  in  the 
rural  community,  and  nearly  all  will  become  members.  His 
preaching  will  be  merely  a  by-product  of  a  life  of  service,  but  it 
will  be  better  and  more  effective  preaching. 
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Exammataon  Questioiis  for  Dickens's  Christmas  Carol 

Maud  E.  Eikosley. 
East  Maohias,  Maine. 

1.  Give  a  brief  history  of  Dickens^s  Christmas  stories  and  state 
the  effect  produced  by  their  publication.  Of  these  sketches  which  is 
considered  the  best?  What  works  had  Dickens  produced  before  he 
wrote  these  Christmas  sketches? 

2.  Helate  briefly  the  story  of  the  "Christmas  Gs,toV\  Discuss 
its  vtllue  as  a  Christmas  story.  What  effect  did  the  first  reading  of 
it  have  upon  you? 

3.  Show  the  different  ways  in  which  Dickens,  in  this  story,  im- 
presses upon  his  readers  the  Christmas  spirit  of  "Peace  on  earth, 
good-will  to  men." 

4.  Divide  the  story  into  scenes,  giving  each  scene  an  appropriate 
name.  Describe  in  full  one  of  these  scenes.  Give  appropriate  titles 
for  ten  possible  illustrations  of  the  text. 

5.  Describe  the  opening  scene  of  the  story.  What  effect  is  pro- 
duced by  the  opening  sentence?  What  sort  of  character  does  the 
name  "Scrooge"  suggest  to  you?  Quote  the  author's  first  character- 
ization of  Scrooge.  When  do  you  first  realize  that  Scrooge  and  his 
partner  were  very  disagreeable  people? 

6.  Describe  the  arrangement  of  the  "Christmas  Carol".  What 
does  the  word  carol  suggest  to  you?  Justify  its  use  in  the  titie  of 
this  sketch.  Define  stave  and  state  briefiy  tiie  subject  of  each  stave 
of  the  story. 

7.  Give  the  derivation  of  the  word  "Christmas".  What  Christmas 
message  does  Dickens  give  to  his  readers  in  his  "Christmas'  Carol"  ? 
Relate  and  interpret  the  allegory  which  the  author  uses  to  convey 
his  message. 

8.  How  long  ago  was  the  "Christmas  Carol"  written?  What  les- 
sons has  it  for  the  reader  of  today  ? 

9.  Enumerate  the  different  steps  in  the  transformation  of  Scrooge. 
Name  the  characters  of  the  story  and  state  the  part  played  by  each 
in  this  transformation.  Which  of  these  characters  are  real  and  which 
belong  to  Scrooge's  visions? 

10.  What  mental  picture  have  you  of  Scrooge?  Of  Bob  Cratchit? 
Of  Tiny  Tim?  Of  Marle/s  ghost?  Of  Mrs.  Cratchit?  Quote  lit- 
erally  some  bit  of  description  which  serves  to  give  you  a  picture  of 
each  of  these  characters. 

11.  Describe  the  London  streets  as  they  appeared  on  this  Christ- 
mas Eve.  Select  those  details  in  this  description  which  would  not 
have  appeared  in  an  American  story.  Describe  a  walk  through  the 
principal  tiioroughfare  of  some  American  city  on  Christmas  Eve. 
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12.  In  the  "Christmas  Ca^oF^  Dickens  produces  his  effects  by 
means  of  contrast.  Oiye  a  corresponding  picture  to  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing: (1)  Scrooge,  the  wretched  old  man,  sipping  his  gruel  before 
his  solitary  hearth;  (2)  Scrooge,  the  taskmaster,  begrudging  coals  to 
his  clerk;  (3)  Scrooge,  the  miser;  (4)  The  death  of  Tiny  Tim. 

13.  The  scenes  of  the  "Cbristmas  CaroP  appeal  to  various  emo- 
tions; some  are  droll,  some  pathetic,  and  some  commonplace.  Give 
examples  under  each. 

14.  Give  a  character  sketch  of  Scrooge  before  his  transformation. 
Prepare  a  biography  of  Scrooge,  drawing  your  material  from  the 
text.    Give  Mrs.  Cratchifs  opinion  of  Scrooge. 

15.  ^T)ickens  had  the  keenest  eye  for  oddity  that  ever  looked  out 
on  this  cold  world.'*  Verify  this  criticism  by  citing  some  of  the 
similes  and  metaphors  of  the  text. 

16.  The  ^'Christmas  CaroP'  is  both  a  story  and  a  sermon.  Who 
is  the  hero  of  the  story?  Who  is  the  principal  character  of  the  ser- 
mon?   Verify  your  answer. 

17.  Relate  that  portion  of  the  story  suggested  to  you  by  the  ex- 
pression, "(Jod  bless  us  all,  every  one.'' 

18.  How  do  the  miner's  hut,  the  lighthouse,  and  the  sailors 
far  out  at  sea  preserve  and  emphasize  the  Christmas  spirit  of  the 
story? 

19.  What,  according  to  the  views  of  our  author,  is  the  proper 
frame  of  mind  in  which  to  celebrate  Christmas?  What  feelings 
should  the  Christmas  season  arouse  in  the  heart  of  everyone?  Name 
some  of  the  conditions  of  modem  life  that  tend  to  destroy  thi^^ spirit? 

20.  Mention  the  Christmas  games  and  Christmas  observances  re- 
ferred to  in  our  story.  Compare  an  American  Christmas  dinner  and 
an  American  Christmas  party  with  those  described  in  the  story. 

21.  In  the  first  half  of  his  story,  the  author  uses  many  slang 
phrases  and  colloquialisms.  These  disappear  in  the  last  half.  Account 
for  this. 

22.  Give  the  context  for  each  of  the  following  peculiarly  English 
expressions  and  express  the  same  idea  in  the  Ajnerican  idiom: — 
Fifteen  shillings  a  week;  The  clocks  had  only  just  gone  three;  He 
boasted  no  grae^coat;  in  the  copper;  He  lived  in  chambers  which  had 
once  belonged  to  his  deceased  partner;  poulterers*  shops. 

23.  Prom  the  ^'Christmas  Carol"  draw  conclusions  as  to  the  per- 
sonality of  its  author.  Enumerate  the  important  facts  in  Dickens' 
life  and  state  his  position  in  English  Literature. 

24.  'T)ickens's  'Christmas  Carol'  is  an  English  Classic."  What  is 
meant  by  this  statement?  Enumerate  those  features  which  make  this 
sketch  a  classic, 

25.  ''Dickens's  humor  is  apt  to  run  into  fantastic  exaggeration." 
Show  that  this  criticism  is  trae. 
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We  have  received  another  eonmmnication  from  Mr.  Parker  H.  Ser- 
combe,  Director  of  the  so-called  *^ental  EflBciency  League,"  of  Chi- 
QSLg/Q.  This  time^  as  before,  the  communication  is  in  the  form  of  an 
open  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Ella  Flagg  Young,  Superintendent  of 
Chicago  Schools.  It  relates  to  the  matter  of  Ihe  teaching  of  sex- 
hygiene  in  the  schools  of  Chicago,  and,  by  implication,  elsewhere. 
We  are  not  sure  that  we  fully  understand  just  what  Mr.  Sercombe 
means  by  some  of  the  terms  used  in  his  communication;  we  give  his 
letter  practically  in  full,  below,  that  our  readers  may  judge  of  his 
meaning  for  themselves.  But  so  far  as  we  think  we  understand  him 
we  agree  that  this  vital  subject  should  be  presented  in  connection 
with  such  "related  facts'^  as  are  clearly  apparent  throughout  the 
realm  of  nature,^ — or  it  were  better  not  to  present  it  at  all.  Part 
views  of  almost  anything  are  apt  to  be  misleading  and  confusing  and 
dangerous.  To  set  a  child  to  thinking  about  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion is  exceedingly  hazardous  unless  this  thought  is  so  directed 
that  he  gets  the  whole  truth  and  sees  his  sex  nature  and  functions  in 
all  their  essential  relations  to  things  physical,  mental  and  spiritual. 
We  do  not  believe  that  Dr.  Young  or  any  other  inteUigent  school 
official  would  differ  with  us  on  this  point,  though  there  might  be  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  as  to  what  those  related  facts  are  or  how  to  ob- 
tain them.  Mr.  Sercombe  is  editor  of  a  monthly  magazine  called 
"The  Thinker,"  and  advertises  week  day  and  Sunday  classes  in  ra- 
tional mind  exercise.  It  is  certainly  true  that  brain  cells  can  be  cul- 
tivated by  proper  exercise  and  direction  as  well  as  muscles,  eye  sight, 
touch,  hearing,  etc.  The  method  of  culture  is  not  of  so  much  conse- 
quence. To  use  an  old  saying  "The  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the 
eating.'^  If  this  new  prophet  of  "mind  exercise^'  can  accomplish  the 
end  in  view  in  sex-hygiene  education  better  than  Dr.  Young  is  ac- 
complishing it  with  her  corps  of  trained  teachers,  we  bid  him  "God- 
speed'^. EUs  aim  and  that  of  all  other  truth-seekers  and  real  teachers 
are  one  and  the  same,  and  wholly  praiseworthy.    Here  is  his  letter : — 

Dear  Dr.  Young: 

There  are  a  number  of  important  related  facts  connected  with  the 
presentation  of  the  study  of  sex-hygiene  in  the  schools  which  only 
those  who  have  specialized  in  tracing  complete  relationships  in  every 
kind  of  knowledge,  will  be  able  to  successfully  employ,  and  without 
which  the  teaching  in  this  line  will  do  much  actual  harm  by  contrary 
suggestion,  statistics  showing  that  the  adoption  in  practice  (not  mere 
mental  acceptance)  of  moral  precepts  by  children,  stands  eighty-five 
to  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  contrary  side. 
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The  need  of  introducing  properly  classified  related  facts  is  abso- 
lutely essential  to  the  success  of  this  study  on  various  counts: — (1) 
No  set  of  facts  should  ever  be  presented  to  pupils  as  isolated  from  other 
related  f acts^  for  knowledge  so  absorbed  is  not  on  a  working  basis  in 
the  mind.  (2)  It  is  an  injustice  to  pupils  to  rob  them  of  the  opportu- 
nity to  become  thinkers  along  with  whatever  other  special  instruction 
they  are  receiving.  (3)  The  delicacy  of  the  subject  of  sex  psychology^ 
physiology  and  hygiene  makes  it  essential  that  it  be  presented  in  due 
proportion  in  connection  with  related  subjects  together  with  their 
classification  under  law^  in  order  that  sex  does  not  become  exaggerated 
in  the  minds  of  the  pupils,  thus  stimulating  sex  precocity  and  per- 
version. 

It  is  dear  that  the  importance  of  this  subject  is  great  enough  to 
warrant  every  effort  to  obtain  all  the  facts  and  data  connected  with  it 
regardless  of  the  source,  it  being  a  simple  matter  to  demonstrate  to 
you  or  your  committee,  that  if  instructors  in  ^'personal  puriiy''  se- 
lected for  Chicago  schools  go  to  their  task  without  taking  full  advan- 
tage of  the  opportunity  here  offered  to  perfect  themselves  on  a  subject 
in  which  they  have  not  specialized,  it  will  be  at  the  peril  of  the  pupils 
and  the  object  sought  will  not  be  realized.  On  the  other  hand  a  short 
course  of  twelve  demonstrations  in  presentation  of  facts  related  to 
the  especial  study  of  sex,  while  not  equal  to  a  general  course  in  the 
relationship  of  all  subjects  whatsoever,  will  nevertheleps  increase  the 
eflBciency  of  your  "personal  puriiy^^  teachers  many,  many  fold. 

Very  respectfully, 

Fabk£R  H.  Sercokbe, 
Director  Menial  Efficiency  League. 


The  word  "EfBciency^^  would  make  a  good  motto  with  which 
to  begin  the  school  year.  The  derivation  of  the  word  is  sug- 
gestive, "ex^^  plus  "facere^^  "to  make'^  (something)  "out  of*  (some- 
thing). The  teacher  is  first  of  all  to  make  something  out  of  herself 
or  himself.  Time  and  money  and  energy  have  been  spent  in  reaching 
the  goal  of  a  teaching  fitness  and  a  teaching  engagement  Now  the 
opportunity  is  offered  to  show  what  is  in  one,  to  prove  that  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  period  of  preparation  were  a  wise  investment,  to 
demonstrate  the  value  of  heredity,  to  measure  up  to  the  family  tra- 
ditions, to  test  one's  personal  ideals  and  resources,  and  to  develop 
an  ability  to  do  good  and  useful  service.  In  mechanics  eflBciency  ^is 
defined  as  "the  relation  of  useful  work  to  the  energy  expended.** 
We  are  to  make  something  good  and  useful  out  of  our  pupils  if  we 
lay  claim  to  the  word  "Efficient**  Their  progress  is  the  test  of  our 
efficiency.  If  they  remain  ignorant,  if  they  are  indolent  or  stupid, 
disobedient  and  disorderly,  showing  no  growth,  no  zeal,  no  interest 
or  ambition,  then  we  are  not  efficient  teachers.    There  is  not  a  proper 
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ratio  between  the  energy  we  are  expending  and  the  "useful  work^* 
produced. 

We  should  make  something,  also^  out  of  the  community  in  which 
our  lot  is  cast.  We  have  public  relations  and  the  special  'privileges  of 
culture  and  education  which  we  have  enjoyed  put  us  under  obligation 
to  be  efficient  members  of  human  socieiy.  We  are  to  make  the  com- 
mxmity  better^  more  intelligent^  more  eager  for  truth  and  stronger 
and  clearer  in  the  vision  of  educational  id^ls.  If  we  take  this 
word  ^'efficiency*'  for  our  motto  and  live  up  to  these  and  other  lines 
of  suggestiveness  to  be  found  as  we  brood  over  its  meaning,  it  will 
be  a  good  year  for  us;  we  shall  have  deep  satisfactions  as  the  year 
draws  to  its  dose;  and  we  shall  be  sought  after  for  yet  larger  oppor- 
tunities and  more  influential  and  remunerative  positions.  For  effi- 
ciency is  at  a  premium  in  all  walks  of  life. 


Is  it  wise  for  the  teacher  or*the  parent  to  notice  every  infraction 
of  tiie  rules  of  right  behaviour  in  the  children,  and  correct  them? 
Two  answers,  *^es**  and  "no*^  will  doubtless  be  given  to  this  ques- 
tion by  the  readers  of  this  paragraph.  Some  will  say  that  the  teacher 
and  the  parent  are  entrusted  with  the  education  and  moral  training 
of  the  ctuld,  and  that  it  is  a  violation  of  their  trust  to  let  an  offense 
pass  by  unnoticed  and  unpunished.  Such  a  course,  it  will  be  argued, 
breaks  down  authoriiy,  creates  precedent,  opens  a  line  of  least  re- 
sistence  in  the  child's  conduct  and  tends  to  the  formation  of  habit, 
which  it  will  be  difficult  to  break  up  and  which  will  grow  more  and 
more  firmly  established  until  it  results  in  moral  ruin.  The  child 
should  always  be  made  to  mind,  to  tell  the  truth,  to  be  polite,  etc., 
etc.,  and  no  offense  or  departure  from  the  rules  of  right  conduct 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed  and  unreproved.  Others  will 
say  that  a  good  rule  too  pgidly  enforced  often  ceases  to  be  a  good 
one  and  works  more  evil  than  it  prevents.  There  are  important  and- 
delicate  relations  involved  between  the  child  and  the  parent,  between 
the  pupil  and  the  teacher,  and  these  must  be  sacredly  regarded  or 
the  possibilities  of  helpful  guidance  will  be  sacrificed.  There  must 
be  rules  of  conduct,  the  child  must  be  taught  moral  principles,  and 
respect  for  them  must  be  created  within  his  developing  mind  and 
souL  But  the  moment  a  spirit  of  opposition  and  antagonism  is 
created  within  him, — the  moment  he  suspects  that  he  is  being  watched 
and  criticised  and  that  his  parent  or  teacher  is  doing  police  .duty 
toward  him,  in  that  moment  those  finer  avenues  of  approach  to  the 
soul  that  lie  through  the  affections  are  forever  closed.  To  hold  the 
love  of  the  child  is  of  infinite  importance.  Without  it  no  real  per- 
sonal influence  is  possible.  The  parent  who  is  the  child's  comrade, 
the  teacher  whom  the  child  'Tikes'*,  is  the  one  who  can  mould  his 
character.    No  one  can  afford  to  sacrifice  the  love  and  confidence  of 
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the  children  in  his  charge  for  the  sake  of  an  exact  compliance  with 
an  abstract  rule  of  moral  conduct. 

This  brief  statement  of  the  issue  was  suggested  by  an  incident  in 
real  life  that  came  under  the  writer's  observation,  where  a  child  of 
five  years  made  a  saucy  reply,  in  a  moment  of  nervousness  and  provo- 
cation, to  his  father,  who  judged  that  it  would  be  better  to  take  no 
notice  of  it  rather  than  to  reprove  and  punish  the  offender  on  the 
spot.  Two  views  of  the  father's  attitude  in  this  specific  instance 
were  expressed  by  the  on-lookers.  Some  criticised  him  for  lack 
of  firmness  and  moral  courage,  and  prophesied  that  here  would  be 
another  ^'spoiled  child";  others  praised  him  for  his  patience,  love 
and  forbearance  and  insisted  that  here  was  a  father  and  child  who 
would  never  in  life  grow  away  from  one  another. 

The  situation  is  a  common  one  and  reproduces  itself  as  often  in 
the  schoolroom  as  in  the  home.  We  wish  our  readers  would  constitute 
themselves  a  forum  and  express  their  judgment  as  to  the  right  course 
to  follow  in  cases  of  this  kind. 


We  wonder  how  many  of  our  readers  have  an  intelligent  knowledge 
of  the  important  bulletins  on  educational  subjects  which  are  issued 
from  time  to  time  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education  at  Washington, 
and  will  be  sent  free  of  charge  to  interested  applicants.  Of  the  more 
than  500  pamphlets  which  have  been  thus  published  since  1867,  many 
have  passed  their  usefulness  and  are  now  out  of  print.  Even  the  full 
list  of  names  of  these  publications  is  not  now  printed  for  free  distribu- 
tion. Of  comparatively  recent  numbers  which  are  still  in  demand 
there  are  also  some  which  are  no  longer  given  away  freely,  but  may  be 
bad  upon  payment  of  a  stated  price.  Thus  among  the  33  bulletins 
which  were  issued  in  1912  there  are  eleven  for  whidi  a  nominal  price 
is  charged,  such  as: — 

No.  6.    Agricultural  education  in  secondary  schools.    10  cts. 

No.  17.  The  Montessori  System  of  Education,  by  Anna  Tolman 
Smith.     5  cts. 

No.  20.  Readjustment  of  a  rural  high  school,  by  H.  A.  Brown. 
10  cts. 

But  the  remaining  22  issues  of  1912,  as  well  as  the  23  numbers  thus 
far  published  in  1913,  are  all  freely  available  to  those  who  wiU  make 
definite  application  for  such  as  they  desire. 

The  last  of  these  (1913  No.  23— whole  number  533)  entitled  'The 
Georgia  Club",  by  E.  C.  Branson,  is  an  interesting  account  of  the 
imique  and  important  work  that  is  being  done  at  the  State  Normal 
School  of  Athens,  6a.  for  the  study  of  rural  sociology.  Interest  in 
rural  conditions  is  very  great  today  all  over  the  country,  and  in 
many  states  much  is  being  done  to  make  the  rural  school  the  highest 
possible  factor  in  the  improvement  of  rural  conditions.  But  we  do 
not  know  of  any  other  stete  normal  school  which  has  undertaken  to 
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prepare  its  graduates  for  this  work  with  more  inteUigence  and  eflfec- 
tiyeness  than  is  being  done  by  this  Qeorgia  institution. 

Among  the  **live'^  educational  questions  of  today,  none  are  more 
vital  than  those  relating  to  the  courses  of  study  for  high  schools,  and 
the  relations  of  the  high  schools  to  the  colleges.  Bulletin  No.  7, 1913 
(whole  number  514)  is  on  "College  En&ance  Requirements",  by 
Clarence  D.  Kingsley,  chairman  of  i£e  committee  on  the  articulation 
of  high  school  and  college.    Secondary  department  of  the  N.  E.  A. 

Several  of  the  bulletins  of  this  year  give  a  monthly  record  of  cur- 
rent educational  publications,  including  books,  pamphlets  and  periodi- 
cal articles,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  value  to  those  who  would  keep 
informed  as  to  the  newest  things  in  educational  literature. 

Boston  papers  describe  as  follows  the  new  venture  of  the  educational 
department  at  Harvard  University  under  the  direction  of  Professor 
Hanus: — 

'Education  from  the  cradle  to  the  university  is,  in  effect,  what  is 
planned  for  the  University  school  at  Harvard.  It  is  now  expected  that 
the  school  will  be  opened  in  the  fall  of  1914.  Children  of  both  sexes  will 
fiist  enter  a  kindergarten  and  will  then  be  advanced  through  the 
various  grades  imtil  they  are  prepared  for  the  college  itself. 

''As  the  plan  now  stands  Prof.  Paul  H.  Hanus  will  have  charge  of 
this  innovation.  A  principal  will  head  the  school  and  men  and  women 
teachers  will  be  employed.  It  is  proposed  to  start  the  kindergarten 
and  one  or  two  elementary  grades  at  first,  adding  a  grade  each  year 
until  the  school  has  all  the  grades  from  kindergarten  through  high 
school. 

"Among  the  features  of  the  school  will  be  a  fully  equipped  kitchen, 
a  workshop,  laboratory  and,  ultimately,  the  best  country  day  school 
features.    As  the  pupils  advance  the  sexes  will  be  segregated. 

"It  was  originally  planned  to  start  one  department  of  the  school  this 
fall,  but  as  sufficient  funds  were  not  available  to  make  the  department 
a  permanent  one  the  scheme  was  temporarily  abandoned/' 

Chicago's  Board  of  Education  has  decided  to  try  the  experiment  of 
teaching  sex  hygiene  to  separate  classes  of  boys  and  girls  in  the 
high  sdiools  of  Chicago  with  the  understanding  that  if  it  proves  suc- 
ceeusful  such  instruction  may  be  extended  to  the  grade  schools.  Newark 
feels  that  a  similar  school  course  is  bound  to  be  taken  up  there. 
'Tersonal  purity"  is  the  phrase  under  which  the  subject  vriU^be  pre- 
sented in  Chicago,  where  $10,000  has  been  appropriated  to  secure  the 
best  possible  instructors.  It  will  offset  the  haphazard  sources  of  in- 
formation now  open  to  the  young.  "Such  information  as  the  children 
now  get",  says  President  A.  W.  Harris,  of  Northwestern  University, 
"is  usually  desultory,  false,  and  immodest.  Frank,  scientific,  and 
elevating  teaching  can  have  only  good  effects." 
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Congress  Echoes.  A  little  more  than  a  year  has  elapsed  since 
the  Congress  of  the  Universities  of  the  British  Empire  met  at  London 
and  already  serious  preparations  are  in  progress  for  the  second  con- 
gress of  this  series,  to  be  held  four  years  hence.  These  gatherings  are 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  uniyersity  development  in  the  Empire 
and  promise  to  become  a  strong  bond  of  union  between  its  widely 
separated  divisions. 

An  interesting  account  of  the  congress  by  an  American  del^;ate, 
Dr.  Kendric  Charles  Babcock,  is  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Education  for  1912,  Vol.  1,  Chapter  XXVI. 

The  Third  International  Congress  of  History  was  also  held  in  Lon- 
don in  1912,  but  on  account  of  delay  in  the  preliminary  arrangements, 
was  not  generally  attended.  In  a  recent  account  of  this  congress,  ttie 
delegate  from  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Letters,  explains  with  many  ex- 
pressions of  regret,  the  small  representation  from  his  own  country. 
For  this  reason  the  French  langua^p.  the  chief  instrument  of  Frendi 
influence,  would  have  had  sliglit  jcognition  but  for  the  delegates 
from  Belgium,  Russia,  and  frr  Soutiheastem  Europe,  to  whom  it 
serves  as  the  language  of  c  ilti^^e  and  polite  intercourse. 

The  same  writer  calls  attention  to  a  paper  upon  the  organization 
of  the  higher  historic  studies  presented  before  the  Congress  by  Pro- 
fessor Lamprecht  of  Leipsic,  in  which  this  distinguished  teacher  and 
savant  declared  that  he  had  broken  with  the  ^^sterilizing  methods  of 
the  German  universities,^^  and  established  a  group  of  foreign  assist- 
ants, French,  English,  Americans,  and  Orientals  who  teach  undeif 
his  immediate  direction  the  history  of  their  respective  countries. 

The  next  Congress  of  this  series  meets  at  St.  Petersburg  in  1918. 

From  the  standpoint  of  school  administration  the  most  important 
congress  of  the  present  year  is  the  Fourth  International  Congress  on 
School  Hygiene  which  met  in  Buffalo,  August  25-30.  While  the  number 
of  foreign  delegates  was  small  they  were  for  the  most  part  men  of 
distinction  whose  participation  in  the  Congress  adds  weight  to  its 
deliberations.  Both  in  the  discussions  and  in  the  accompanying  ex- 
hibits, emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  health  side  rather  than  upon 
that  of  morbid  conditions  which  have  been  prominent  in  previous 
hygienic  congresses.  The  month  of  August  was  marked  by  several 
conferences  in  London  which  emphasized  from  different  standpoints 
the  great  object  of  the  Congress  on  school  hygiene.  At  the  confer- 
ence on  infant  mortality  which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Bums,  emphasis 
was  placed  on  the  importance  of  home  instruction  and  the  need  of 
the  intervention  of  the  State  in  respect  to  the  protection  of  childhood 
before  the  school  age  is  reached.    Attention  was  called  by  the  Min- 
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ifiter  of  Education  to  the  encouragement  given  by  his  Department  to 
fichoolfl  for  mothers.  Of  230  institutions  of  this  character,  100  were 
declared  to  be  excellent. 

The  conference  on  tuberculosis  held  in  London  at  the  'same  time 
reinforced  the  lesson  of  home  sanitary  conditions  and  the  care  of 
mothers  with  infant  children.  The  matter  of  infant  mortality  was 
treated  in  both  conferences  as  a  part  of  the  campaign  for  child  pro- 
tection to  which  the  English  government  is  fully  committed. 


The  International  Congress  on  Child  Protection,  held  at  Brussells, 
July  23-26,  afforded  an  opportunily  for  reviewing  the  great  progress 
ttrhich  has  been  made  in  diJZerent  countries  in  the  promotion  of  wel- 
fare activities  under  State  direction.  The  Belgium  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice who  opened  the  congress  attributed  tiie  growing  concern  in  this 
matter  to  the  new  state  of  society  in  which  the  child  is  ^'detached 
from  the  old  rural  and  family  lif e.^' 


The  Twenty-seventh  International  Congress  on  Medicine,  held 
in  London,  August  6-12,  was  remarkable  for  the  distinction  of  the 
delegates,  both  official  and  professional  and  for  the  standard  of  the 
papers  in  which  were  set  forth  the  highest  results  of  experimental 
researches  in  their  relation  to  the  healing  art.  In  the  section  of 
hygiene  and  preventive  medicine,  special  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
school  environment  of  children,  particularly  as  regards  lighting  and 
eye  strain.  Dr.  Kerr  of  London,  advocated  the  total  exclusion  of  book 
work  until  after  the  close  of  the  eighth  year  and  Professor  R.  Passek  of 
Graz  took  strong  position  against  any  kind  of  school  work  which  ne- 
cessitates the  biding  of  the  pupils'  heads  or  the  shortening  of  the 
work  distance. 


Salaries  of  Secondary  Teachers.  In  a  series  of  important 
articles  on  secondary  education,  Mr.  Cholmeley,  Secretary  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  English  Headmasters,  indulges  in  some  pertinent  compari- 
souB.    With  regard  to  salaries,  he  presents  the  following : — 

In  the  grant-earning  secondary  schools  of  England,  the  highest 
scale  adopted  by  any  local  authority  in  England  begins  at  £150 
($750)  and  goes  up  by  yearly  increments  of  £10  ($50)  to  £300 
($1,500),  or  in  special  cases  to  £350  ($1,750).  That  is  in  London, 
for  men  who  are  graduates  of  a  university ;  for  women  graduates  the 
scale  is  from  £120  ($700)  to  £220  ($1,100),  and  in  special  eases  to 
£260  ($1,260). 

In  Prussia  the  scale  for  men  is  from  £135  ($675)  initial  salary  to 
£360  ($1,800)  final  salary,  with  a  rent  allowance  varying  from  £65 
($325)  to  £28  ($140),  according  to  local  conditions;  in  Bremen  the 
scale  is  from  £200  ($1,000)  to  £390  ($1,950);  in  Hamburg  from 
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£200  ($1,000)  to  £450  ($2,250).  Few  authorities  pay  an  initial 
salary  of  less  than  £150;  and,  moreover,  in  some  murfieipalities  where 
the  environment  is  not  attractive,  higher  salaries  have  been  found 
necessary  to  attract  competent  teachers. 

In  Paris  the  range  of  salaries  among  the  six  classes  of  professeurs 
agreges  (secondary  school  masters  of  the  first  grade)  is  from  £200 
($1,000)  to  £320  ($1,600)  per  annum,  to  which  must  be  added  in  each 
case  a  sum  of  £20  ($100),  the  indemnite  d'agregation.  It  is  calcu- 
lated that  the  well  qualified  Frenchman  may  reasonably  hope  to  ob- 
tain a  salary  of  £300  ($1,500)  after  24  or  25  years'  service;  all  agreges 
receive  an  initial  salary  of  £148  ($740)  per  annum.  Finland  appears 
to  be  the  only  country  in  which  women  possessing  the  same  qualifica- 
tions as  men  are  paid  at  the  same  rate ;  in  Holland  men  teachers  start 
at  £150  ($750),  women  at  £100  ($500)— a  difference  which  com- 
pares unfavorably  with  the  London  scale.  In  France,  Germany,  and 
the  Scandinavian  countries  increases  in  salary  are,  generally  speak- 
ing, regular  and  automatic. 

All  these  countries  provide  pensions  for. teachers;  in  France,  where 
the  teachers  are  civil  servants,  the  practice  of  the  civil  service  obtains, 
and  provision  is  made  for  widows  and  orphans;  in  Germany  the 
teacher's  pension  amounts  in  many  cases  to  over  75  per  cent,  of  the 
final  salary,  and  in  13  States  no  contribution  is  required  from  the 
teacher;  in  Denmark  and  Holland  the  pension  is  two-thirds  of  the 
final  salary.  In  England  about  25  secondary  schools  have  pension 
schemes;  one  of  these — that  of  the  City  of  London  School,  which  is 
financed  by  the  Corporation — ^may  be  compared  with  the  least  favor- 
able of  the  foreign  systems ;  the  rest  fall  far  below  them. 


Spread  of  French  Influence.  The  determination  of  France  to 
maintain  intellectual  prominence  in  the  world  is  indicated  by  the 
establishment  of  "French  Institutes^'  in  foreign  cities.  Already  such 
have  been  organized  at  London,  St.  Petersburg,  Florence  and  Madrid. 
The  institute  at  Madrid  is  a  product  of  the  joint  efforts  of  the  uni- 
versities of  Bordeaux  and  Toulouse.  The  work  initiated  in  1898,  was 
inaugurated  with  impressive  ceremonies  during  the  Easter  vacation 
of  the  current  year.  Its  object  as  explained  in  an  address  on  that 
occasion  by  Dr.  Lapie,  rector  of  the  University  of  Toulouse,  is  to  fa- 
cilitate the  study  of  the  artistic  and  historic  origins  common  to 
France  and  to  Spain,  for  which  purpose  indespensable  aids  are 
afforded  by  the  museums,  monuments  and  archives  of  the  latter 
country. 

A.  T.  S. 
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FIB8T  BBADn^G  BOOK  FOR  AMERICAN  SCHOOLS.  By  Martin 
Schmidliofen,  Supervisor  of  German  in  Chicago  Public  Schools.  D.  C. 
Heath  &  Co.    Price,  40  cents. 

The  first  sixty-one  pages  of  this  attractively  illustrated  beginner's  book 
in  Qerman  are  printed  in  Latin  type  after  which  the  pupil  is  assumed 
to  be  prepared  to  learn  the  German  print.  There  is  a  good  variety  to  the 
selections  of  poetry,  anecdote,  dialogue  and  songs.  The  pupil  using  this 
book  will  be  likely  to  take  an  interest  in  his  work. 

SPOKEN  ENGLISH.  A  method  of  improving  speech  and  reading  by 
studying  voice  conditions  and  modulations  in  union  with  their  causes 
in  thinking  and  feeling.  By  S.  8.  Curry,  Ph.  D.,  Litt.  D.  Boston.  Ex- 
pression Company.    Price  $1.25. 

Dr.  Curry  needs  no  introduction  to  students  and  teachers  of  elocu- 
tion. He  is  widely  known  by  his  books  and  his  School  of  Expression  as 
an  authority  in  this  subject.  This,  his  latest  volume  is  "an  endeavor  to 
furnish  Buch  methods  for  the  development  of  Spoken  English  as  will 
parallel  the  work  of  Written  English,  and  to  furnish  hints  upon  the 
problem  of  teaching  reading  and  of  improving  the  voice.** 

The  book  is  good  for  private  study  or  for  schools  where  much  time 
can  be  given  to  vocal  expression. 

PREPARING  FOR  CITIZENSHIP.  To  the  teachers  in  our  schools  on 
whom  chiefly  devolves  the  great  privilege  of  preparing  for  citizenship  the 
youth  of  our  land.  An  elementary  text-book  in  civics.  By  Wm.  Backus 
Guitteau,  Ph.  D.    With  illustrations.    Houghton  Mifflin  Co.    Price  75  cents. 

This  little  book  is  crammed  with  useful  and  interesting  informa- 
tion so  lucidly  e^lained  as  to  be  readily  comprehended  by  pupils  of  the 
higher  grammar  and  lower  high  school  grades.  Numerous  pictures  show- 
ing government  works  of  various  kinds  help  to  impress  upon  the  student 
the  service  government  renders  to  the  citizen,  and  an  effort  is  made  to 
create  a  reciprocal  feeling  of  obligation  towards  the  government.  The 
book  should  do  much  to  produce  a  higher  ideal  of  civics  than  is  commonly 
held  by  our  school' youth. 

PRACTICAL  GEOMETRY  AND  GRAPHICS.  By  Edward  L.  Bates 
(London),  and  Frederick  Charlesworth  (London).  B.  T.  Batsford,  94  High 
Holbom,  London.     D.  Van  Nostrand  Company,  New  York.     Price,  $2.00. 

This  is  a  text-book  for  students  in  technical  and  trade  schools,  even- 
ing classes,  and  for  engineers,  artisans,  draughtsmen,  architects,  build- 
ers, surveyors,  etc.  The  presentation  of  problems  and  principles  is  em- 
inently practical,  which  may  be  made  the  emphatic  word  in  reading  the 
title.    There  are  numerous  illustrations.. 
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AKITHMETIC  BY  PRACTICE.    By  D.  W.  Werremeyer.    Port  Wayne, 
Indiana.    The  Century  Company. 

An  excellent  little  yolume  aiming  to  provide  a  variety  of  problems 
suitable  for  the  7th  and  8th  grades. 

HUMAN-BEHAVIOR.  A  first  book  in  psychology  for  teachers.  By 
Stephen  8.  Colvin,  Brown  University,  and  William  C.  Bagley,  University 
of  Illinois.    The  Macmillan  Company.    Price,  $1.00  net. 

This  book  will  be  found  very  helpful  to  young  teachers.  It  will 
enable  them  to  understand  the  phenomena  met  with  in  the  classroom, 
and  will  save  them  from  many  common  mistakes  which  perplex  and 
irritate.  While  thoroughly  scientific  the  chapters  are  readable  and  can 
easily  be  understood  because  of  the  author's  clearness  of  thought  and 
brilliancy  of  style. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OP  SCHOOLS.  By  Luther  Halsey  Gulick, 
M.  D.  and  Leonard  P.  Ayers,  Ph.  D.,  New  York.  Survey  Associates,  Inc. 
Price,  $1.60. 

This  new  book  is  an  authoritative,  comprehensive  statement  of  the 
present  status  of  medical  inspection  of  schools  in  America. 

BEDROCK.  Education  and  employment,  the  foundation  of  the  repub- 
lic.   By  Annie  L.  Diggs.    The  Social  Center  Publishing  Co.  Price,  25  cents. 

An  earnest  plea  for  an  organized  effort  for  the  employment  of  the 
unemployed. 

THE  EARLY  SEA  PEOPLE.  First  steps  in  the  conquest  of  the  waters. 
By  Katherine  Elizabeth  Dopp,  lecturer  in  education  in  the  extension  divis- 
ion of  the  University  of  Chicago.    Rand  McNally  &  Company.    Price,  $.50. 

A  most  attractive  supplementary  reader  giving  a  continued  narration 
of  the  experiences  of  our  ancestors  in  Europe,  earlier  chapters  of  which 
were  contained  in  former  volumes  of  the  series  —  The  Industrial  and 
Social  History  series. 

THE  RIVERSIDE  SEVENTH  READER.  THE  RIVERSIDE  EIGHTH 
READER.  By  James  H.  Van  Sickle,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  and  Wilhelmina  Seegmiller,  Director  of  Art,  Indianapolis 
Public  Schools.  Assisted  by  Frances  Jenkins,  Supervisor  of  Elementary 
Grades,  Decatur,  Illinois.    Illustrated.    Houghton  Mifflin  Co.    Price,  $.55. 

For  the  value  of  the  selections  and  for  the  artistic  and  literary  taste 
shown  in  the  make-up  of  the  volumes  this  series  of  readers  is  unsur- 
passed by  anything  now  upon  the  market.  Throughout  the  series  there 
is  a  careful  effort  to  impart  an  adequate  vocabulary  and  to  give  the  child 
high  ideals  as  well  as  a  wide  acquaintance  with  good  literature.  These 
books  are  well  worthy  the  wide  popularity  they  are  achieving  through- 
out the  schools  of  the  United  States. 
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ELEMENTAKY  BIOLOGY.  Animal  and  Human.  By  James  Edward 
Peabody,  A.  M.,  head  of  Bepartment  of  Biology,  Morris  High  School. 
Bronx,  New  York  City,  and  Arthur  Ellsworth  Hunt,  Ph.  B.,  head  of  the 
Department  of  Biology,  Manual  Training  High  School,  Brooklyn,  New 
York  City.    The  Macmillan  Company.    Price,  $1.00  net. 

The  plan  is  to  study  a  somewhat  limited  group  of  animals  intensively 
and  to  consider  only  those  functions  of  each  animal  which  have  some  re- 
lation to  human  biology  or  to  economics.  Insects  are  studied  because 
of  their  benefits  or  injuries  to  man;  birds  and  fishes  because  of  their 
economic  value.  There  are  valuable  suggestions  to  aid  apt  students  who 
wish  to  pursue  the  subject  further  either  in  class  or  outside. 

MEWANEE,  THE  LITTLE  INDIAN  BOY.  By  Belle  WUey,  critic  and 
teacher  of  methods.  Training  School  for  Teachers,  Kochester,  N.  Y.  Il- 
lustrated by  Charles  D.  Hubbard.    Silver,  ^urdett  &  Company. 

Gives  interesting  glimpses  of  Indian  child  life.  The  boys  who  have 
just  learned  to  read  will  be  delighted.  The  illustrations  are  attractive, 
and,  with  the  text,  give  a  real  knowledge  of  Indians  and  their  wild  en- 
vironment. 

AESTHETIC  EDUCATION.  By  Charles  DeGarmo.  Professor  of  the 
Science  and  Art  of  Education,  Cornell  University.    C.  W.  Bardeen. 

The  author  believes  that  the  child  should  be  trained  on  the  aesthetic 
side  as  systematically  as  on  the  intellectual  side.  The  book  is  a  most 
helpful  presentation  of  the  principles  of  beauty  and  of  the  means  for  its 
expression  and  impartation. 

EDUCATIONAL  ADMINISTRATION.  Quantitative  Studies.  By 
George  Drayton  Strayer  and  Edvtrard  L.  Thomdike,  Teachers  College, 
Columbia  University.    The  Macmillan  Company.    Price,  $2.00  net. 

This  volume  will  aid  those  who  wish  to  understand  the  essential 
principles  of  school  management.  A  large  variety  of  subjects  are  dis- 
cussed chiefly  chosen  from  the  work  that  has  been  done  at  Teachers 
College,  Columbia  University  in  the  application  of  quantitative  methods 
to  administrative  problems.  Such  subjects  as  Studies  of  the  Students, 
studies  of  the  teaching  staff,  organization  of  schools  and  courses  of 
stndy,  the  measurement  of  educational  products  and  school  finance  receive 
careful  attention.    There  is  a  series  of  valuable  statistical  tables. 

A  LABORATORY  HAND-BOOK  FOR  DIETETICS.  By  Mary  Swartz 
Rose,  Ph.  D.,  Assistant  Professor,  Department  of  Nutrition,  Teachers  Col- 
lege, Columbia  University.    The  Macmillan  Company.    Price,  $1.10  net. 

This  is  a  very  thorough  presentation  of  an  important  practical  sub- 
ject. It  explains  the  problems  involved  in  the  calculation  of  food  values 
and  requirements  and  the  construction  of  dietaries.  The  functions  of 
food  are  fully  explained,  and  the  energy  requirement,  the  protein  require- 
ment, the  fat,  the  carbohydrate  and  the  ash  requirements  are  stated  for 
various  ages.  The  diagrams  and  reference  tables  make  the  book  avail- 
able for  quick  reference. 
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OUE  LITTLE  BULGAMA^  COUSIN.  By  Clara  V.  Winlow.  L.  C. 
Page  &  Co.      60c. 

This  most  recent  volume  of  the  "Little  Cousin  Series'*  is  of  special 
interest  since  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  have  been  directed  to  Bulga- 
ria in  its  heroic  struggle  to  free  itself  from  the  Turkish  yoke.  The 
colors  and  costumes  of  the  Bulgars  have  become  the  ** style"  and 
without  doubt  this  book  of  vivid  description  of  the  home  life  and  customs 
of  a  Bulgarian  peasant  family  vnth  a  lovable  little  laddie  as  the  central 
figure  of  the  pretty  story  will  prove  a  rapid  seller. 

OUR  LITTLE  ROMAN  COUSIN  OP  LONG  AGO.  By  JuUa  Darrow 
Cowles.    L.  C.  Page  A  Co.    Price  60c. 

This  book  is  the  initial  volume  of  a  companion  series  to  "Our  Little 
Cousin**  books  which  are  so  well  and  favorably  known.  The  new  series 
will  give  the  every  day  child's  life  of  ancient  times  and  the  publishers 
promise  that  the  stories  will  be  historically  accurate,  and  if  all  that 
follow  are  as  interesting  as  this  volume  the  success  of  the  aeries  is  assured. 

THE  SUNBRIDGE  GIRLS  AT  SIX  STAR  RANCH.  By  Eleanor  Stuart. 
L.  C.  Pa^e  A  CO.,    Price,  $1.60. 

Bright,  wholesome  and  full  of  delightful  humor  is  this  story  of  a 
sweet  impulsive  Texas  girl  and  her  Hve  girl  friends  from  the  East  who 
are  being  entertained  at  her  home.  In  style  and  incident  the  story 
strongly  resembles  the  Texas  Blue  Bonnet  books  and  bids  fair  to  rival 
them  in  the  affections  of  a  host  of  girl  readers  to  whom  the  Blue  Bonnet 
stories  are  so  dear. 


Ptfiodieab. 

The  Jforth  Ameriean  Review  for  September  preeenta  a  timelv  table  of  oomtents.  A 
pM>er  of  very  general  intertst  ontUnee  an  admirable  plan  for  ^  National  Aid  to  eood 
Boadfl  "  and  is  oontrlbated  by  ex-Senator  Jonathan  Bonme,  Jr. 

In  the  September  AUantie  Mtmthly  the  thinking  man  and  woman  will  find  snch  artioles 
as  John  Bates  Clark's  **  The  Minimnm  Wage "  and  Agnes  BeppUer's  *'  Oar  Loss  of 
Nerve  *'  well  worth  notice. 

St.  NiohoUu  for  September  tml j  seems  tiie  most  charming  number  yet  issoed.  Its  con- 
tinned  stories  grow  in  interest,  iu  short  stories  oonld  not  be  bettered,  and  a  little  lyric  of 
the  orchard  by  a  thirteen-year^ld  poet  is  really  worthy  the  **  Gold  Badge." 

**  Life  af  t^r  Death,**  a  paper  appearing  in  the  September  number  of  the  Centwry  Moffo- 
sine,  is  the  first  of  many  in  which  this  magasine  will  take  acoonnt  of  dviliaation's  accom- 
plishments in  many  fields  for  the  benefit  of  busy  men  and  women. 

September  JAppincoWs  is  indeed  an  "  autumnal  harvest  of  rich  reading  "  with  iti  oom- 

Slete  novel,  byMrs.  Luts,  "The  Drifter,"  a  sketch  of  rare  interest  by  Forbes  I«indsay, 
The  Open  Door,"  a  pathetic  tale  of  Jewish  life,  by  Elias  Liebrman,  and  ^  The  Master 
Stroke/*  a  story  of  a  South  Americsn  Bevdutton  by  Hapsbury  Liebe. 
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Deoated  to  the  Science,   Art,   Philosophy  and  Literature 
of  Education 

\GL.    XXXIV.  NOVEMBER,  1913  No.  3 

Moral  Pedagogy 

Kelly  Milleb,  Howabd  University,  Washington,  D.  0. 

"♦an  morality  be  taught  ?"  ia  as  old  a  query  as  any 
other  in  the  field  of  educational  inquiry;  but  un- 
fortunately twenty  centuries  of  more  or  less  dili- 
gent quest  has  furnished  no  conclusive  answer.  A 
well  defined  method  of  moral  instruction  is  the 
missing  factor  in  our  general  pedagogical  equation. 
Our  conmion  schools  are  graded  with  reference  to 
intellectual  standards.  The  youth  who  leave  our 
colleges  and  universities  with  diplomas  of  the  highest  distinction 
are  but  half  educated  at  best  The  degree — ^^'Doctor  of  Philos- 
ophy in  Chemistry"  has  not  the  slightest  ethical  significance. 
Such  degrees  indicate  pure  intellectual  distinction  without  any 
moral  connotation.  The  bepuzzled  pedagogue,  in  all  but  despair, 
still  repeats  the  ancient  query:  "How  shall  we  educate  the  other 
half  of  the  man?" — only  to  be  mocked  by  the  hollow  echo,  re- 
verberating through  the  ages — 'Tiow?" 

Before  attempting  methods  of  educating  a  faculty,  we  should 
first  inquire  into  the  nature  of  this  faculty  and  what  its  range 
and  limitations  are. 

On  the  negative  side,  morality  may  be  defined  as  conformity  to 
accepted  standards  of  conduct  From  this  point  of  view,  it  is 
closely  akin  to  manners,  customs  and  social  behavior.  As  the 
latter  are  not  directly  taught,  but  rather  caught  from  environ- 
ment, inurement  and  atmosphere,  one  might  naturally  expect 
morality  to  be  imparted  in  a  somewhat  similar  way.  Manners 
and  demeanor  are  not  regulated  according  to  any  fixed  principle, 
but  in  harmony  with  the  decrees  of  the  prevalent  social  code. 
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In  80  far  then  as  morality  may  partake  of  the  nature  of  passive 
conformity  to  preconceived  standards,  its  mode  of  impartation 
must  be  in  the  passive  rather  than  in  the  active  voice.  But  if 
we  regard  man  as  being  endowed  with  a  moral  nature  parallel 
with  his  intellectual  nature,  we  should  seek  direct  positive  and 
definite  methods  for  the  development  of  the  one,  as  of  the  other. 
It  is  not  an  unusual  analysis  to  regard  man  as  being  endowed 
with  physical,  intellectual,  volitional,  moral  and  spiritual  facul- 
ties. The  problem  of  the  educator  is  to  devise  means  and  methods 
for  the  unfoldment  and  development  of  these  several  faculties 
and  to  stimulate  them  to  the  requisite  power  and  exercise.  Fol- 
lowing the  biological  analogy,  one  might  say  that  these  faculties 
constitute  the  organs  and  the  educator's  task  is  to  have  these 
organs  perform  their  proper  functions. 

The  test  of  the  educability  of  a  faculty  is  determined  by  the 
range  of  its  variability  throughout  the  experience  of  the  individ- 
ual and  of  the  species.  Thus  the  eye  sight  is  practically  uniform 
in  the  same  individual  and  in  different  individuals  of  the  race, 
throughout  the  healthy  period  of  life.  This  faculty  therefore  is 
hardly  educable,  in  the  sense  of  having  its  powers  extended  and 
enlarged.  The  function  of  the  occulist  is  curative  rather  thioi 
educative.  His  chief  concern  is  to  restore  the  eye  to  its  normal 
powers  in  case  of  defective  vision,  whether  incurred  by  age  or 
other  deformative  influences.  The  five  senses  are  regarded  as  the 
normal  endowment,  a  fixed  coefficient  of  every  member  of  the 
race.  Bestorative  methods  alone  are  resorted  to  in  treating  the 
natural  senses,  but  hardly  direct  formative  processes,  as  in  case 
of  improvable  faculties.  It  is  entirely  conceivable  that,  in  the 
growth  of  knowledge,  the  fundamental  senses  may  yet  be  foimd 
to  be.  subject  to  such  wide  margins  of  variation,  that  appropriate 
educational  processes  may  be  devised  for  the  several  faculties. 
There  may  yet  arise  specific  educational  methods  of  developing 
and  enlarging  the  powers  of  seeing,  hearing,  smelling,  touching 
and  tasting.  In  the  present  state  of  pedagogy,  however,  these 
natural  senses  are  regarded  on  the  same  footing  with  instinct  in 
the  lower  animals.  Through  instinct  the  acquisition  of  the  race 
becomes  a  fixed  patrimony  of  every  individual  member  thereof, 
and  is  handed  down  by  iiilieritance,  share  and  share  alike,  to  all. 
In  the  development  and  perfectability  of  such  faculties,  nature 
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is  the  8chool-ma0tery  and  allots  her  gifts  with  a  swift  and  im- 
partial hand.  But  the  slower  and  more  inequitable  processes  of 
hmnan  pedagogy  are  required  to  bring  the  more  variable  facul- 
ties to  their  full  development  and  capacitj. 

^'And  reason  rise  o'er  instinct  as  you  can^ 
In  this  'tis  Qod  directs;  in  that  'tis  man." 

The  intellectual  faculty  is,  perhaps,  the  most  variable  of  hu- 
man endowments.  The  intellectual  margin  between  the  infant 
and  the  man  of  forty,  and  between  .the  untutored  artisan  and  the 
philosopher,  is  indeed  a  wide  one.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
orderly  programs  for  the  education  of  the  intellect  were  estab- 
lished in  advance  of  those  for  the  more  uniform  and  equable 
human  faculties.  When  we  speak  of  education,  in  the  general  un- 
derstanding of  that  term,  reference  is  had  almost  wholly  to  this 
faculty  alone.  Daily  programs  have  been  laid  down  adapted  to 
the  growing  intellectual  needs  of  the  child,  from  infancy  to  ma- 
turity. It  is  only  within  comparatively  recent  times  that  other 
faculties  have  be^  ^ven  a  small  fraction  of  time  and  attention 
hitherto  monopolized  by  the  intellect.  We  have  vaguely  sup- 
posed that  somehow  these  other  faculties,  through  instinct,  or 
some  other  provision  of  nature,  would  reach  their  full  maturity 
without  the  help  or  assistance  of  a  stated  pedagogy. 

It  might  be  argued  that  the  physical  differences  among  indi- 
viduals are  also  markedly  manifest.  The  margin  of  strength  be- 
tween the  infant  and  the  man,  as  between  the  ordinary  or  aver- 
age man  and  the  giant  is  almost  as  wide,  one  might  say,  as  the 
interval  between  the  corresponding  intellectual  extremes. 

However,  under  the  crude  tuition  of  nature,  individuals  in 
large  numbers  reach  a  certain  physical  standard  which  may  be 
regarded  as  normal.  The  amount  of  labor  which  an  unskilled 
man  can  perform  in  one  day  is  the  fundamental  imit  of  value 
in  political  economy.  The  experience  of  the  industrial  world 
shows  that,  eliminating  skill,  a  fixed  scale  of  wage  for  the  im- 
skiUed  laborer  is  justified  in  actual  performance.  The  feats  of 
strength,  even  of  tihie  giant,  do  not  so  far  transcend  the  powers  of 
the  average  mature  man  as  we  may,  on  first  glance,  suppose. 
Hercules  and  Goliath  loom  larger  in  fable  and  story  than  would 
be  the  case  if  their  relative  feats  of  strength  were  measured  in 
definite  units  on  a  scientific  scale. 
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The  physical  margin,  however,  is  sufficiently  wide  and  mani- 
fest to  admit  of  a  scheme  of  physical  education  reduced  to  a  defi- 
nite program  for  the  unfoldment  and  development  of  the  powers 
of  each  individual.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  to  note 
that  physical  pedagogy,  after  the  training  of  the  intellect,  was 
the  second  to  take  on  definite  form  and  outline. 

That  individuals  have  different  natural  attitudes  towards,  and 
capacities  for  the  moral  qualities  is  perfectly  obvious  to  any  one 
who  is  acquainted  with  practical  psychology.  The  moral  facul- 
ties of  the  child,  whether  we  follow  the  innate  or  the  experimental 
school  of  ideas,  are  obviously  feebler  than  those  of  the  adult  The 
moral  faculties  of  some  individuals  are  notably  superior  to  those 
of  other  individuals.  Some  rise  as  far  above,  as  others  sink  below 
the  normal  standard.  The  moral  margin,  however,  is  not  so 
wide  nor  yet  so  patent,  as  the  corresponding  intellectual  or  physi- 
cal intervals.  The  practical  standards  of  life  require  tha^  every- 
body shall  be  as  good  as  anybody.  But  no  one  expects  everybody 
to  be  as  strong  as  anybody  or  that  everyone  will  be  as  wise  as 
anyone.  The  fixed  and  invariable  standard  of  moral  excellence 
grows  out  of  a  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  variability  of  man's 
moral  faculties. 

Let  us  distinguish  between  the  moral  and  spiritual  nature  of 
man,  and  regard  those  faculties  as  moral  which  express  them- 
selves in  terms  of  obligation  and  duty,  and  those  as  spiritual 
which  manifest  themselves  in  worship,  reverence,  adoration  and 
devotion,  and  which  crave  the  higher  satisfaction  by  longing 
after  God,  as  the  rivers  tend  to  the  sea,  or  as  fire  seeks  the  sun. 
While  the  two  are  not  divoroeable,  spirituality  is  the  expression 
of  morality  raised  to'  a  higher  power.  In  this  view,  the  spiritual 
faculties  are  more  markedly  variable  than  the  distinctly  moral 
faculties.  No  one  expects  everybody  to  be  as  pious  as  anybody. 
The  spiritual  genius  of  mankind  has  set  aside  members  of  the 
race  with  the  highest  spiritual  gif ts^  and  endowments  for  the 
sacredotal  office,  whose  high  function  it  is  to  partake  of  the  things 
of  Qod  and  show  them  unto  their  less  spiritually  minded  brethren. 

A  spiritual  pedagogy,  therefore,  is  easy  to  contemplate.  Man's 
spiritual  nature,  however,  is  subject  to  such  sudden  and  instan- 
taneous transformations,  that  r^ular  development  and  gradual 
"growth  in  grace"  is  quite  generally  overlooked  by  spiritual 
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teachers.  The  doctrine  of  conversion  whereby  the  individual  is 
suddenly,  in  a  moment,  in  a  twinkling  of  an  eye,  changed  from 
^'darkn^  unto  li^t",  still  dominates  religious  opinion. 

*1  ask  no  dreams,  no  prophet  ecstasy; 
No  sudden  rendering  of  this  veil  of  clay, 
"No  angel  visitant,  no  opening  sky. 
But  take  the  dimness  of  my  soul  away.'' 

expresses  a  happy  compromise  between  the  ecstatic  and  the  more 
orderly  mode  of  spiritual  unfoldment  In  either  case,  however, 
the  time  element,  so  essential  in  all  other  schemes  of  pedagogy, 
is  all  but  altogether  ignored.  A  rational  spiritual  pedagogy 
awaits  a  further  word  horn  psychology.  It  jnay  be  found  that 
the  period  of  adolescence,  when  the  physical  and  psychological 
foundations  are  in  a  state  of  unstable  equilibrium,  like  a  pyra- 
mid on  apex,  may  prove  to  be  the  season  when  subtle  spiritual 
and  other  influences  can  be  imparted  with  the  slightest  impress- 
ment, and  with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and  effort  A 
farther  knowledge  of  the  period  of  physiological  and  psychologi- 
cal ^'explosion"  may  yet  lead  to  new  methods  in  the  education  of 
the  several  faculties. 

The  human  will  is  a  widely  variable  faculty.  This  proposition 
needs  neither  argument  nor  illustration  to  enforce  its  obvious- 
ness. The  pedagogy  of  the  will,  therefore,  is,  or  ought  to  be 
reducible  to  more  or  less  fixed  program  of  procedure.  The  will 
is  the  dynamic  faculty.  Its  proper  development,  therefore,  is  of 
the  highest  importance.  As  the  conduct  is  imder  the  immediate 
control  of  the  will,  there  can  never  be  an  effective  moral  peda- 
gogy, until  some  method  is  found  for  developing,  regulating  and 
controlling  the  volitional  faculty. 

Again  the  variability  of  the  faculties  may  be  determined  by  the 
prevalent  or  paucity  of  geniuses  in  any  particular  domain.  The 
human  race  aboimds  in  intellectual,  moral,  volitional  and  spiritual 
geniuses,  and  in  moral  mediocrity.  Buddah  and  Jesus,  Aris- 
totle and  Shakespeare,  Alexander  and  Napoleon,  Hercules  and 
Samson  transcend  the  powers  and  capacities  of  the  normal  man 
in  their  several  spheres.  If  Socrates  and  Marcus  Aurelius  may 
be  suggested  as  illustrations  of  moral  genius,  it  can  only  be  said, 
on  their  behalf,  that  the  superiority  of  Socrates  was  in  his  in- 
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tellectual  conception  of  moral  freedom^  and  that  of  Marcus 
Aurelius  lay  in  his  passive  conformity  to  the  stoical  standards. 

Nowhere,  however,  can  we  find  moral  margins  so  wide  as 
those  between  the  dilettante  and  the  pugilist  in  physical  prowess ; 
Theodore  Eoosevelt  and  the  sluggard,  in  energy  of  will ;  Emanuel 
Kant  and  the  common  artisan,  in  intellectual  powers;  or  Savan- 
arola  and  Herbert  Spencer,  in  spiritual  perspicacity. 

Moral  pedagogy,  therefore,  can  not  be  stated,  at  present,  in 
terms  of  as  definite  program  as  can  the  development  of  the  other 
parallel  faculties.    The  methods  of  attack  are  mainly  oblique. 

Historically  considered,  the  indirect  methods  have  been  the 
only  effective  ones  and  are  likely  to  continue  more  effective  than 
the  direct,  until  we  reach  a  better  understanding  of  the  nature 
and  laws  of  growth  of  the  moral  faculty.  Ethics  undertakes  to 
state  the  laws  of  conduct  and  to  point  out,  in  intellectual  terms, 
the  rewards  of  right  conduct,  and  the  inevitable  pimishment  of 
evil  deeds.  But  experience  shows  that  this  is  purdy  an  intel- 
lectual gynmastic,  and  has  never  exercised  any  very  great  re- 
straining influence  over  the  moral  behavior.  It  is  a  safe  venture 
to  assert  that  formal  ethics  never  made  a  single  human  being  better 

"I  see  the  right  and  I  approve  it,  too; 

Condemn  the  wrong,  and  yet  the  wrong  pursue," 

expresses  a  universal  human  experience  and  judgment  We  need 
not  therefore  be  surprised  at  the  parallel  growth  of  education 
and  crime.  Men  do  not  gather  moral  fruit  off  intellectual  trees. 
Herbert  Spencer  has  clearly  pointed  out  that  medical  students 
have  a  better  knowledge  of  the  evil  effects  of  physical  misdeeds 
than  any  other  class  of  young  men  of  like  grade  and  degree,  and 
yet  it  is  notorious  that  their  behavior  in  this  regard  is  no  whit 
superior  to  that  of  students  pursuing  other  professions.  Theo- 
logical students,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be  better  i)diaved  than 
their  confreres  in  other  professions,  but  this  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  they  are  imder  emotional  rather  than  rational  restraints. 

^Notwithstanding  the  imparalleled  expansion  of  our  educational 
system,  our  jails  and  penitentiaries  are  fulL  Crime  against  per- 
sons and  property  grows  faster  than  the  population.  Corruptian 
taints  our  municipal  government  and  graft  flaunts  our  national 
politios.    Selfishness,  which  today  is  expressed  in  the  greed  for 
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gain,  has  penetrated  our  national  life  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest  places.  Hatred  of  class  against  class  is  stimulated,  crime 
in  its  most  hideous,  as  well  as  in  its  more  recondite  forms,  abounds. 
Education  surely  makes  men  wiser  and  more  efficient,  but  it  does 
not  make  them  better.  The  loudest  cry  of  the  age  is  for  a  peda- 
gogy that  will  improve  the  moral  nature  as  the  prevailing  sched- 
ules improve  the  mind,  '^ow  can  we  make  men  better  V^  is  the 
ever  recurrent  query.  We  continue  to  whet  iiie  intellectual 
faculty  with  a  vain  hope  that  it  will  react  upon  the  moral  nature. 
Tracing  letters  with  pen  has  no  relation  to  the  golden  rule ;  dates 
in  histoiy,  rules  in  grammar,  points  in  geography  and  sums  in 
arithmetic  will  not  lead  to  the  observance  of  the  Ten  Command- 
ments. Pacilily  in  the  fingers  and  efficien<r^  in  task  will  not  lead 
to  the  love  of  ri^t  or  benevolence  towards  mankind.  The  inteli- 
lect  is  indeed  supreme  in  its  own  dominion,  but  cannot  exercise 
effective  sovereignty  over  iiie  moral  domain.  If  you  say  to  the 
ignorant^  "you  ou^t  to  be  wise'',  or  to  the  poor,  "you  ou^t  to  be 
rich,"  or  to  the  vicious,  "you  ou^t  to  be  virtuous,''  or  to  ike 
lethargic,  ^^ou  ou^t  to  be  strenuous",  he  will  in  each  case,  yield 
a  read^  intellectual  assent;  but  this  mere  passive  intellectual 
conviction  has  little  or  no  reaction  upon  his  actual  state  and 
condition. 

Taste  and  refinement  have  important  reaction  upon  the  moral 
conduct  A  boy  with  blackened  boots  is  apt  to  keep  out  otf  the 
mud.  Hen  of  taste  and  refinement  of  feeling  abhor  vice  because 
it  is  unseemly.  The  old  fashioned  maxim  tells  us  that  "God  does 
not  love  ugly."  This  principle  is  illustrated  in  the  lines  of  Pope : 
"Vice  is  a  monster  of  such  fri^tful  mien. 
As  to  be  hated,  needs  only  to  be  -tfeen."^ 

If  we  should  remove  the  restraints  of  social  pride  and  taste^ 
we  would  rob  the  moral  structure  of  half  of  its  supporting  basis. 
The  poet  Goethe,  with  over-emphasis  on  culture  as  moral  asset, 
makes  it  supplant  even  religion  in  this  regard. 

"Who  so  has  art  and  science  found,  religion,  too,  has  he; 

Who  has  not  art  nor  science  found,  religion  his  should  be.'^ 

Whatever  may  be  the  relative  value  placed  upon  religion  and  cul- 
ture it  must  be  c(mceded  that  culture  reacts  importantly  on  con- 
dnet 
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This  leads  to  the  influence  of  religion  upon  morality.  The 
history  of  human  experience  clearly  proves  that  the  great  bulk 
of  mankind  who  have  neither  knowledge  nor  culture  have  been 
controlled  in  their  behavior  through  the  emotions.  Beligion  is 
based  upon  and  presupposes  morality  of  which  it  is  a  higher  ex- 
ponent and  upon  which  it  has  vital  reaction.  Laxity  in  religion 
is  always  followed  by  laxity  in  morality.  Cunning  priest-craft 
has  exploited  this  relationdbip^  sometime  for  the  general  good, 
but  often  to  carry  out  selfish  political  schemes.  The  function  of 
the  church  has  been  and  still  is  in  large  measure  to  exercise  moral 
sanction  and  control  over  the  conduct  of  its  adherents,  through 
the  enkindled  emotions.  It  makes  use  of  art,  and  music,  prayer 
and  ritual,  which,  for  the  time  being,  lift  the  individual  out  of 
himself  and  impart  wholesome  tendency  in  the  ri^t  direction. 

I  halt  my  pen  to  lift  the  window  an^  listen  to  the  school  chil- 
dren in  a  nearby  building  as  they  sing  exultantiy: 

'^Shun  evil  companions,  bad  language  disdain; 
God's  name  hold  in  reverence,  nor  take  it  in  vain." 

This  is  the  only  affective  lesson  in  morality  they  are  likely  to 
receive  today,  althou^  the  teacher  will  proceed  to  take  down  a 
littie  book  of  moral  maxims  and  explain  with  wearisome  reason- 
ing their  meaning  and  import 

The  church  has  enforced  the  moral  sanction  throng  love  of 
God,  hope  of  reward,  and  throu^  fear  of  punishment  The 
hi^est  sanction  to  the  religious  devotee  is  'Thus  sayeth  the 
Lord."  The  vitally  weak  point  in  the  doctrine  of  reward  and 
punishment  is  that  the  premise  is  too  far  removed  irom  the 
conclusion.  The  deeds  are  committed  in  the  world  that  now  is, 
and  the  reward  or  punishment  is  deferred  to  the  world  to  come. 
Herbert  Spencer  would  short  circtiit  this  process,  and  so  relate 
ileed  and  desert,  that  logical  reward  or  punishment  would  follow 
immediately  from  causative  conduct.  The  difficulty  with  Mr. 
Spencer's  program  is  the  impossibility  of  creating  tiie  requisite 
artificial  environment,  for  such  swift  and  certain  reaction.  ''The 
burnt  child  dreads  the  fire"  because  the  reaction  is  instantaneous; 
but  one  may  be  the  apparent  beneficiary  of  evil  deeds  for  a  long 
while,  even  for  a  life  time. 

The  fear  of  punishment,  immediate  or  remote,  is  today  prac- 
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tically  eliminable  as  a  moral  deterrent,  and  is  relegated  to  the 
prisons  and  reformatories  to  apply  only  to  the  ^'real  hardened, 
wicked." 

''The  fear  of  Hell's  the  hangman's  whip 

To  hanl  the  wretch  in  order.'' 

Where  there  is  an  established  church  or  nniversallj  accepted  theo- 
logical tenets,  religious  control  over  conduct  can  easily  be  reduced 
to  a  formal  prograuL  But  the  tangle  of  dogma  and  jangle  of 
creeds  in  America  frustrate  definite  teaching  throu^  the  higher 
sanction  of  religion. 

All  of  these  indirect  and  oblique  methods  proceed  on  the  im- 
^ed  assumption  that  the  moral  faculty  is  not  a  sharply  definable 
entity,  capable  of  direct  and  specific  formatiye  treatment 
Throi^out  it  all,  one  catches  the  faint  undertone: 

''Ken  must  be  tau^t,  as  if  you  tau^t  them  not" 

But  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  every  human  faculty 
has  its  own  peculiar  nature,  and  that  its  nurture  must  be  condi- 
tioned upon  that  nature  t  The  real  probleip,  ihen,  of  moral  peda- 
gogy is  to  determine  the  culture  of  the  moral  faculty,  in  terms  of 
its  own  essence  and  nature,  as  well  as  throu^  indirect  and  oblique 
methods  which  have  hitherto  prevailed. 

How  shall  specific  virtues  be  imparted!  The  Apostle  Paul 
proposes  a  scheme  of  moral  pedagogy  based  upon  the  homeopathic 
principle  that  like  responds  to  like,  and  that  the  moral  faculty 
grows  by  what  it  feeds  on.  "Whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatso- 
ever things  are  honest,  whatsoever  things  are  just,  whatsoever 
things  are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things 
are  of  good  report, — ^If  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any 
praise;  think  on  these  things." 

Herein  consists  the  chief  effect  of  moral  maxims  which  con- 
tain in  congealed  form  tiie  quintessence  of  moral  values.  By 
dwelling  upon  these,  the  moral  faculty  assimulates  its  own  pe- 
culiar nurture.  This  method  is  in  striking  contrast  with  the  allo- 
pathic and  anti-dotid  principle  of  making  "the  punishment  fit 
the  crime."  The  moral  faculty  will  readily  respond  to  the  hi^est 
outgivings  of  the  soul  crystalized  in  moral  beatitudes. 

Specific  moral  teaching  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  so  long  as  the  world  remains  under  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


142  Education  for  November 

traditional  bias  of  the  absolute  uniformity  of  the  moral  faculty, 
and  insists  that  all  individuals  shall  be  r^arded  as  equal  in  the 
exercise  and  development  of  this  faculty.  Under  the  liieological 
bias  all  conduct  is  either  good  or  bad;  right  or  wrong;  without 
any  intervening  grades  or  gradations.  The  only  moral  education 
that  this  theory  of  things  recognizes  is  that  which  suddenly,  in 
the  twinkling  of  the  eye,  changes  the  nature  from  bad  to  good, 
from  darkness  to  light,  from  death  imto  life.  If  there  were  a 
similar  educational  bias,  which  recognized  only  two  grades  of 
mental  development,  intellectual  pedagogy  would  be  at  a  corre- 
sponding disadvantage.  If  the  child  were  considered  either  igno- 
rant or  wise,  his  education  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible. But  instead  of  this,  there  is  a  gradation  of  educational 
values  covering  at  least  twenty  years  of  his  life,  in  terms  of 
which  his  intellectual  progress  is  reckoned  on  a  definite  scale  of 
units.  In  physical  education  we  have  a  some^^t  similar  advan- 
tage. We  do  not  say  that  the  individual  is  weak  or  strong,  but 
lead  him  on  by  proper  development  from  one  degree  of  strength 
to  another.  But  the  moralist  insists  upon  the  two  sharply  con- 
trasted degrees  on  the  scale  of  moral  excellence.  The  moral 
temperature  must  be  either  below  or  above  the  zero  point  Beyond 
that  separate  variations  count  for  little  or  nothing. 

The  sheep  must  be  placed  on  the  ri^t  and  the  goats  on  the 
left  The  individual  must  be  either  honest  or  dishonest ;  truthful 
or  untruthful;  just  or  unjust;  pure  or  impure;  kind  or  cruel; 
good  or  bad.  The  fact  is,  no  human  being  ever  falls  into  either 
class.    There  is  none  perfect 

"Virtuous  and  vicious  every  man  must  be, 
Few  in  the  extreme,  but  all  in  the  degree." 

The  dogma  of  moral  perfection  defeats  a  rational  plan  of  moral 
perfectibility.  Under  the  religious  dogma  we  have  just  a  Heaven 
and  a  Hell,  without  an  intervening  Puigatoj^. 

The  fundamental  process  of  science  consists  in  fixing-  a  scale  ol 
units,  in  terms  of  which  indefinite  quantity  may  be  accurately 
measured.  To  find  the  common  divisor  is  ihe  hi^est  process  ol 
scientification ;  tiie  smaller  this  divisor,  the  more  accurate  the 
process.  Until  we  can  find  a  smaller  moral  divisor  than  tjbe  ones 
now  recognized  on  the  scale,  direct  moral  pedagogy  must  be  mainly 
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guess  work  and  haphazard.  Intellectual  pedagogy  is  possible  only 
because  we  have  a  well  understood  scale  of  units,  in  terms  of 
which  we  measure  Ihe  progress  of  the  pupil.  We  mark  his  in- 
tellectual advancement  in  terms  of  these  units,  just  as  we  measure 
the  commodities  of  life  in  terms  of  material  standards.  This 
lies  at  the  basis  of  our  graded  scholastic  system,  and  makes  edu- 
n&iion  almost  a  science.  We  can  predict  with  almost  absolute 
certainty  that  the  average  child,  within  a  given  space  of  time,  will 
reach  a  certain  stage  of  intellectual  development  and  maturity. 
When  the  child  goes  to  the  first  grade  at  six,  it  can  be  predicted 
with  reasonable  accuracy  that  he  will  finish  the  grammar  course 
at  fourteen;  the  high  school  at  ei^teen;  coU^e  at  twenty-two, 
and  university  or  professional  school  at  twenty-six.  We  can  also 
foretell,  within  reasonable  limits,  the  amount  of  knowledge  and 
advancement  appropriate  to  each  stage. 

We  probably  never  shall  be  able  to  find  an  equally  exact  and  ex- . 
tensive  scale  of  moral  units.  We  must  wait  the  result  of  experi- 
mental and  observational  psychology  to  tell  us  more  than  we 
now  know  about  ihe  nature  and  variability  of  moral  faculty.  And 
yet  it  is  obvious  that  the  moral  faculty  matures  in  somewhat  the 
same  order  as  do  physical  and  intellectual  faculties,  and  that  in- 
dividuals vary  in  the  nature  of  these  faculties  and  in  the  process 
of  maturity. 

The  pupil  in  the  hi^  school  recites  in  geometry  and  we  grade 
his  recitation  on  the  scale  of  ten.  This  grading  is,  or  should  be, 
the  resultant  of  three  components :  (a)  the  thorou^mess  with  which 
the  task  has  been  accomplished ;  (b)  the  comparison  of  the  effort 
with  the  pupil's  best  powers ;  (c)  the  relative  performance  of  the 
pupil  and  his  dassmates.  But  the  pupil's  moral  test  is  always 
graded  either  perfection  or  zero,  which  implies  that  all  pupils  have 
the  same  perfect  moral  capacity.  If  the  pupil  works  seven  prob- 
kms  out  of  ten,  he  would  be  marked  as  ''fair",  or  ''passable''  in 
the  subject;  but  should  he  tell  the  truth  nine  times  out  of  ten  and 
fail  the  tenth  time,  he  would  be  put  down  as  untruthful  and 
marked  zero  in  terms  of  prevailing  moral  units.  We  overlook  the 
fact  that  it  may  cost  "A"  much  less  moral  effort  to  tell  the  truth 
ten  times  than  it  does  "B"  to  tell  it  nine  times.  Each  individual 
has  his  own  moral  coefficient  and  environment  The  chief  effort 
should  be  to  find  out,  as  far  as  possible,  the  moral  capacity  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


144  Education  for  November 

disposition  of  the  several  pupils  towards  the  specific  virtues  and 
vices,  and  to  strengthen  the  weak  points  gradually,  just  as  we  do 
in  intellectual  or  physical  culture.  To  brand  a  diild  as  hope- 
lessly untruthful  or  (Ushonest,  or  unkind,  or  selfish,  because  these 
qualities  are  occasionally  manifested,  is  of  the  same  order  of  folly 
as  it  would  be  to  condemn  him  to  everlasting  ignorance  because^ 
on  a  day,  he  failed  in  arithmetic  or  grammar. 

A  rational  and  definite  moral  pedagogy  is  not  inherentiy  im- 
possible, albeit,  it  is  exceedingly  delicate  and  difficult  because 
of  the  narrow  limits  of  variation  of  the  faculty  to  be  developed. 
An  assured  moral  pedagogy  is  still  the  cry  of  the  age,  as  it  has  been 
of  the  ages.  But  if  a  moiety  of  the  time,  talent  and  zeal  bestowed 
upon  pure  intellectual  pedagogy  were  devoted  to  this  task,  the 
problem  would  be  solved,  and  that  right  speedily. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Recitation  as  a  Factor  in  Producing 
Social  Efficiency 

L.  E.  Tapt,  Boston,  Mass. 

I.    The  social  principles  underlying  the  recitation. 
n.    The  recitation  as  it  is — ^Lo^cal  Method, 
m.    What  we  hope  to  accomplish  by  the  n&e  of  better  methods. 

1.  An  ability  to  understand  and  care  for  the  body  that  will 
produce  physical  fitness  for  a  place  in  the  world's  life. 

2.  The  settled  habit  of  quick  and  concentrated  attention  that 
will  give  readiness  of  comprehension  of  life's  situations  and 
efPec^eness  in  disposing  of  them. 

3.  The  possession  of  critical  di&cemment  of  the  excellencies  of 
word,  thought,  and  object,  both  of  nature  and  of  mankind. 

4.  The  faculty  of  judgment  for  ensuring  a  wise  use  of  leisure. 

5.  Hie  ability  to  get  along  well  with  one's  fellows. 

6.  The  power  and  the  love  of  work  and  service. 

IV.    Suggestions  for  a  socializing  method  that  will  tend  to  realize  these 
aims. 

1.  "Psychological  Method."     (Dr.  Snedden). 

2.  A  more  conscious,  a  more  definite,  and  a  different  aim. 

3.  A  different  organization  of  subject  matter. 

4.  i?eaching  how  to  study. 

5.  A  better  distribution  of  activity. 

6.  Greater  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  pupil. 

7.  More  consideration  of  values. 

8.  A  definite  place  for  free  conversation. 

9.  Beform  of  questions. 

10.    Critical  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

^HERE  are  three  senses  in  which  education  is  a 
social  process:  first,  instruction  is  used  by  society 
for  conserving  its  culture;  second,  school  itself  is 
a  little  social  group;  and  third,  the  process  of 
learning  is  a  social  process.  There  is  an  effective 
stimulus  in  the  presence  of  the  group.  If  one  sees 
another  performing  an  act,  even  the  trivial  one  of 
rubbing  the  hand  over  the  face,  the  muscles  of  the 
hand  and  arm  immediately  feel  the  impulse  to  contract  in  imita- 
tion of  that  movement.  Where  activity,  mental  or  physical,  is  in- 
volved, there  is  undoubtedly  a  stimulus  toward  performing  the 
act  which  comes  from  the  perception  of  its  performance  by  others. 
The  members  of  the  group  must  work  together  in  order  to  get  the 
full  b^iefits  of  this  stimulus.  The  teacher  must  work  with  the 
group  as  a  member.    Both  teacher  and  pupil  must  co-operate  for  a 
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oommon  end.  There  must  be  free  interchange  of  ideas  and  conversa- 
tion^ for  conversation  belongs  to  all,  and  education  is  an  interchange 
of  ideas.  Every  meeting  of  the  group  should  be  for  the  purpose  of 
accomplishing  some  specific  result,  but  the  final  end  of  education 
— the  sum  total  of  tiie  various  results — ^is  the  socialization  of 
the  individual.  To  secure  this  socialization  it  is  not  enough  that 
we  observe  the  progress  of  education,  we- must  get  right  down 
into  the  thick  of  it,  must  be  a  part  of  it,  must  participate  in  it 

Failure  to  do  this  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  thou^t  has  been 
conunon  in  the  past,  not  to  say  the  rule.  To  show  just  how 
far  short  of  realization  the  practice  has  been  I  have  made  analyses 
of  ten  lessons,  representative  lessons,  selected  fairly,  from  various 
schools,  both  public  and  private  and  from  various  subjects;  and, 
to  make  the  study  more  accurate  it  was  made  horn  absolutely 
exact  stenographic  reports*  of  the  lesson,  word  for  word  as  it  was 
carried  on  in  the  class  room. 

From  these  results  the  conclusion  at  large  must  be  drawn, 
that  teachers  use  far  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  recitation ;  that 
their  questioning  is  faulty  in  the  extreme ;  that  they  ask  too  many 
questions;  that  they  accept  answers  that  are  incomplete,  lacking^ 
in  organization,  widi  little  attention  to  the  consideration  of  values; 
that  their  aim  is  the  knowledge  aim;  that  they  do  not  allow  for 
natural  questions  and  therefore  fail  to  provide  for  the  growth 
of  the  pupil ;  and  that  their  lessons  are  constantly  tests  of  memory. 
I  wish  to  call  attention,  too,  to  the  nature  of  the  faults  found. 
Take  for  example  the  multiple  question: 

Ex.  1.  "Something  more  ?  Do  you  remember  Brian's  curse  t 
So  far  in  the  history  have  we  had  any  hint  at  all  as  to  the  kind  of 
man  who  wrote  it?  Anything  of  Scott  himself?  His  likes  and 
dislikes  t" 

Ex.  2.    Ans.    "A  couple  of  places  it  wasn't  correct^'    (Eng.). 

Slipshod  use  of  English  is  very  common  in  our  schools,  and 
is  greatly  to  be  deplored.  Here  are  some  faults  of  teachers  in 
that  field:  "These  lines  correct  or  not^^  "What  words  did 
you  find  our  government  was  called  ?" 

For  examples  of  repetition  of  answers  take  these  two: 
No.  1 — T.  How  about  the  choice  of  words  ? 
P.     Very  good. 
^Kindness  of  Dr.  Stevens. 
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• 
T.     Any  8|)ecial  ones,  anybody? 

P.     'TDark  and  awesome  woods." 

T.     Dark  and  awesome  woods,  yes,  any  other  ? 

No.  2 — T.    How  about  the  words,  the  English? 

P.     Old  English  and  Scotch. 

T.     Old  English  and  Scotch,  easy  or  hard  to  understand  ? 

I  am  sure  that  this  very  prevalent  fault  will  be  admitted  by  every 

one  to  be  a  foolish  waste  of  time,  and  a  habit  that  should  be  sup- 


These  examples  and  criticisms  do  not  mean  that  there  are  no 
teachers  who  are  working  for  the  improvement  of  the  individual 
as  a  social  being,  or  that  there  are  no  recitations  that  have  social- 
izing influences;  but  merely,  that  the  average  teacher  and  the 
average  recitation  are  still  tied  down  to  the  traditional  ways. 
Dr.  Snedden  says  that  this  traditional  method  is  what  may  be 
called  a  logical  method  produced  by  the  adult^  scholarly  and  ma- 
ture mind,  which,  having  discovered,  through  long  experience, 
the  general  outlines  and  principles  of  a  study,  and,  having  found 
a  few  simple  keys  to  the  whole  which  simplify  the  study  of  it 
for  him,  immediately  assumes  that  such  order  would  be  most 
effective  in  teaching  children.  He  says,  too,  that  iiiese  ideas 
have  had  and  still  have,  a  peculiar  hold  in  the  secondary  school; 
that  under  these  ideas  the  study  of  a  foreign  language  has  begun 
and  continued  long  with  its  grammar;  that  the  study  of  music 
has  been  one  of  written  technique;  that  the  study  of  history  has 
been  a  mastery  of  dates  and  far-reaching  generalizations;  and 
that  even  the  methods  are  largely  determined  by  logical  and 
other  considerations  quite  external  to  the  intrinsic  capacities  of 
the  learner.  He  says  further  that  this  method  may.  be 
responsible  for  a  subtle  arrest  of  development  in  the  mental 
and  moral  nature  of  the  child.  Attempts  at  learning,  carried 
along  in  opposition  to  the  natural  processes,  result  finally  in  a 
paralysis  of  interest  and  an  incapacity  for  spontaneous  and  active 
-endeavor  in  the  fields  of  human  experience  involved.  "Hence," 
lie  says,  "the  seeming  paradox  that  we  may,  by  extensive  teach- 
ing of  English  literature  (in  ways  remote  from  natural)  destroy 
all  taste  and  appreciation  for  the  kinds  of  literature  that  we  teach." 

The  outlook  surely  seems  to  be  discouraging.  There  is  evi- 
•dently  much  and  immediate  need  for  improved  methods.  In 
iact,  there  seems  to  be  a  need  for  reorganization  all  along  the 
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line.  But,  as  in  the  preparation  of  a  lesson,  the  good  teacher 
has  ever  before  him  the  purpose  or  end  to  be  secured,  let  us  see 
what  we  hope  to  obtain  by  tiie  use  of  better  methods. 

First,  there  is  needed  an  ability  to  understand  and  care  for 
the  body  that  will  produce  the  physical  fitness  for  a  place  in  the 
world's  life.  This  is  absolutely  essential  as  a  basis  for  the  de- 
vebpment  of  the  other  and  intellectual  features.  It  cannot  be 
n^lected.  It  is  of  fundamental  importance.  The  recitation, 
however,  is  so  secondary  a  part  of  this  particular  factor  of  the 
socialized  life,  merely,  as  it  were^  a  question  of  controls,  that  we 
may  pass  the  question  of  physical  fitness  over  into  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  school  itself  and  tiie  curriculum,  and  proceed  to  those 
sides  of  the  question  for  which  the  recitation  is  more  nearly  re- 
sponsible. We  come,  then,  to  liie  settled  habit  of  quick  and  con- 
centrated attention  that  will  give  readiness  of  comprehension  of 
life's  situations,  and  effec^veness  in  disposing  of  theai.  This 
habit  is  a  most  important  one  for  the  socially  efficient  to  possess. 
The  one  who  possesses  this  habit  is  the  one  who  recognizes  the 
crucial  point  in  a  situation,  who  grasps  it,  and  who  u&es  it  for 
the  advancement  of  the  whole  group.  Such  an  individual  is  a 
leader  of  men.  This  ability  alone,  however,  although  of  prime 
importance,  is  not  sufficient  to  secure  a  well-rounded  nature, 
and,  the  natural  complement  of  this  qualification  seems  to  be  the 
possession  of  critical  discernment  of  the  excellencies  of  word, 
thought,  and  object,  both  in  nature,  and  in  mankind.  This 
may  seem  at  first  thought  to  be  included  in  the  former,  but,  if 
it  is,  is  an  entirely  different  view  of  it.  The  former  is  the 
keen,  clear,  coldly  intellectual  aspect,  while  fhe  latter  is  the 
bright,  glowing,  intelligently  appreciative  aspect,  which  gives 
life  and  warmth  to  the  former;  and  it  is,  too,  a  distinctly  social 
aspect  Without  this  quality  many  of  the  little  refinements  of 
the  communication  of  the  world  would  be  lacking  and  life  would 
lose  much  of  its  significance  and  joy. 

The  faculty  of  judgment  is  of  value  in  connection  with  all  the 
other  results  of  education  for  which  we  are  striving,  but  it  is 
especially  important  in  the  matter  of  leisure.  The  great  cause 
of  a  large  part  of  the  unrest  and  agitation  of  the  present  day  is 
the  failure  in  using  leisure  time  wisely.  The  ability  to  so 
use  it  is  proof  of  the  possession  of  a  high  type  of  socialized 
individuality. 
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The  ability  to  get  along  well  with  one's  fellows,  to  move  har- 
moniously in  the  family,  in  the  neighborhood,  and  among 
strangers,  is  also  a  mark  of  a  high  type  of  socialization.  One 
who  can  do  this  is  sure  to  be  welcomed  in  any  society  and  can- 
not but  be  an  addition  to  it. 

The  sixth  result  desired  is  a  sort  of  culmination  oi:  crown  of 
all  the  others.  It  naturally  grows  out  from  the  harmonious  work- 
ing of  the  others.  This  is  the  power  and  the  love  of  work  and 
service.  It  is,  as  it  were,  the  rounding  out  and  the  completion  of 
the  wholly  socialized  individuaL  It  brings  to  fullest  realization 
the  we-feeling  that  makes  the  individual  a  member  of  the  group. 

The  question  now  is  "How  may  we  secure  the  summation  of 
these  results  ?"  This  study,  together  with  others  which  have  been 
made,  has  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  we  are  not  securing  it 
under  present  conditions.  What  can  the  recitation  do  as  a  factor 
in  this  work?  In  contradistinction  to  the  logical  method  dis- 
cussed by  Dr.  Snedden  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  he 
places  what  he  calls  the  psychological  method.  He  discusses  it 
ably,  tells  us  what  is  to  be  desired,  and  offers  much  food  for 
thought,  but  seems  to  me  to  have  stopped  short  of  the  ideal,  by 
leaving  it  in  the  psychological  stage,  which  is  the  foimdation, 
instead  of  carrying  it  on  to  the. sociological  goal  which  is  the  cul- 
mination of  our  strivings.  From  my  study  of  these  lessons  and 
my  experience  with  teachers,  I  am  convinced  that  the  sociological 
method  will  have  a  more  conscious,  a  more  definite,  and  a  differ- 
ent aim  than  any  method  has  had  heretofore.  Some  one  has  said 
that  ike  betterment  of  human  life  is,  in  a  large  measure,  de- 
pendent upon  conscious  purpose.  If  one  does  not  know  what  he 
is  aiming  at,  how  can  he  expect  to  accomplish  it?  Moreover,  it 
must  be  definite  as  well  as  conscious.  It  must  be  so  definite  ^t 
the  way  to  get  it  will  be  easily  apparent  The  aim  must  be  en- 
tirely different  from  what  it  has  been  previously.  I  have  men- 
tioned before  Dr.  Snedden's  views  as  to  what  the  knowledge  aim 
and  the  resulting  logical  method  may  result  in.  The  aim,  tiien, 
must  be,  not  knowledge  of  facts,  but  the  bringing  of  actual  con- 
temporary life  right  into  every  recitation  period.  To  aooomr 
plish  this  there  must  be,  in  the  first  place,  a  different  organization 
of  the  subject-matter  as  a  basis  for  the  new  and  social  method, 
but,  as  this  organization  has  been,  or  will  be,  discussed  by  others, 
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it  may  well  be  omitted  here,  especially  as  another  aspect  of  it  will 
be  brought  out  later. 

The  next  important  factor  in  this  method  will  be  the  teaching 
how  to  study.  Many  suggestions  for  this  have  been  given  by  Dr. 
McMurray.  His  suggestions  are  as  follows: — ^Eliminate  all  sub- 
ject-matter that  has  little  bearing  on  practical  life;  definitely 
show,  by  example,  how  to  pick  out  the  big  things;  lead  them 
(the  pupils)  to  stock  up  with  specific  aims  in  advance;  teach 
them  the  sources  of  suggestion,  teach  them,  too,  to  observe,  to 
think,  and  to  use  the  imagination;  and  then  place  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  studying  upon  the  pupil  himself. 

There  must  be  a  better  distribution  of  activity  during  the 
recitation.  If  the  teacher  uses  from  twenty-five  to  seventy-five 
per  cent  of  the  time,  as  our  studies  show  to  be  the  fact,  or  an 
average  of  fifty  per  cent  of  the  time,  how  can  the  pupil  get  the 
value  horn  the  recitation  that  he  is  expected  to  get?  We  secure 
facility  in  doing  by  the  doing  itself.  The  teacher  should  occupy 
just  enough  of  the  recitation  period  to  properly  direct  the  activi- 
ties of  the  pupils.  Greater  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  the 
recitation,  as  well  as  for  study,  must  be  placed  upon  the  pupil. 
One  is  prone  to  do,  generally,  only  what  he  feels  that  he  has 
to  do,  therefore,  definitely  placing  the  responsibility  upon  the  pupil 
encourages  his  intellectual  activity. 

As  a  direct  result  of  this  placing  of  responsibility,  the  pupil 
will  be  obliged  to  give  consideration  to  the  relative  values  of  the 
various  facts,  and  to  organize  them  in  the  li^t  of  the  big  issues 
involved,  so  that  these  big  things  may  carry  the  little  details, 
dates,  accessory  facts,  et  cetera,  necessary  for  the  appreciation 
of  the  things  really  important.  Each  one  of  these  suggested 
reforms,  as  you  well  have  noticed,  grows  out  of,  and  is  vitally 
related  to  the  others,  and  it  follows  from  the  preceding  that  there 
must  be  a  place  for  conversation  in  the  recitation,  a  free  talking 
over  of  the  problem,  by  the  teacher  and  pupils,  in  which  the 
teacher  shall  be  the  director  of  the  activity  and  the  pupils  the 
actors.  When  this  comes  to  pass  in  the  recitation  room,  there 
will  have  taken  place  a  great  reform  in  the  matter  of  questioning. 
The  questions  wiU  be  few  in  number,  enou^  to  guide  the  dis- 
cussion; wiU  be  wen  related  to  each  other;  will  compel  the  asso- 
ciation of  ideas;  and  will  cause  intensity  of  reflection,  that  is, 
they  will  be  thou^t-provoking  questions  in  the  broadest  inter- 
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pretation  of  the  tenn.  With  such  questions,  to  quote,  thou^ 
not  literally,  from  Dr.  Stevens'  monograph,  "The  Question",  there 
will  be  a  normal  pace;  Uie  facts  will  be  tied  up  in  profit- 
able relationships,  ^ere  will  be  practice  in  the  habit  of  studying 
a  lesson  for  its  salient  points;  and  such  organization  of  the 
subject-matter  by  the  pupils  themselves  as  will  evoke  expression 
of  the  right  kind,  that  is,  such  as  will  draw  out  the  expression  of 
a  well-rounded  thought 

In  addition  to  all  liiese  su^estions  for  reform  there  is  one 
other  of  paramount  importance,  which  is,  at  the  same  time,  both 
a  cause  and  a  result  of  good  thinking,  and  that  is  a  critical  atti- 
tude, or,  perhaps  better,  a  tentative  attitude  on  the  part  of  the 
pupil,  a  holding  of  judgment  imtil  further  possible  facts  have 
been  considered,  whidi  attitude  is  characteristic  of  the  successful 
man  of  affairs  in  whatever  walk  in  life.  To  sum  up,  this  study 
has  brought  to  me  the  above  thoughts  which  have  crystallized 
into  a  creed,  and  I  believe  that  when  there  is  a  more  conscious, 
a  more  definite,  and  a  social  aim  in  the  recitation,  wheii  liiere 
is  a  different  organization  of  subject  matter  by  the  pupils; 
when  there  is  a  knowledge  of  how  to  study,  a  greater  amount  of 
pupil  activity,  more  responsibility  laid  upon  iJie  pupils,  a  more 
searching  consideration  of  values,  a  definite  place  for  free  con- 
versation and  interchange  of  ideas,  an  entire  and  thorou^  re- 
form of  the  question  and  the  cultivation  of  a  critical  attitude  in 
the  pupil,  the  recitation  will  then  have  reached  its  maxi- 
mum efficiency  as  a  factor  in  the  socializing  of  the  individual. 
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J.  Edgab  CooviDB,  FoBMEB  Pbinoipal  TJwioir  High  School, 
Dixon,  Campoenia. 

PAKT  IL» 

8UOGS8TED  DISCUSSION. 

HE  local  value  claimed  for  such  questidmaire  ma- 

Tterial,  effectiye  particularly  in  western  rural 
conununities,  is  not  in  popularizing  the  high 
school  through  advertising — ^most  high  schools  are 
suffieientlj  popular  throu^  dramatics,  athletics, 
and  commencements — ^but  in  directing  attention 
upon  the  fundamental  work  of  the  school,  in  mak- 
ing appreciation  of  hi^er  education  more  intelli- 
gent, and  in  establishing  an  atmosphere  that  will  encourage  a  boy 
or  girl  to  undertake  and  to  maintain  the  strenuous  task  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  development  The  material  can  reach  this 
oonmiunitj  directly  throng  public  lectures  or  the  local  paper,  or 
indirectly  throng  the  pupils  of  the  school. 

The  more  evident  value,  however,  is  its  influence  on  the  school 
spirit  The  assembly,  where  the  schooPs  ideals  are  discussed, 
defined,  and  disseminated,  offers  an  adequate  means  for  its  com- 
munication. 

Throu^ut  the  abote  data  two  phrases  have  been  so  prominent 
botib  by  emphasis  and  rq)etition  that  a  word  of  discussion  seems 
desirable — ^hard  work,  and  cultural  aims. 

HABD  WOBX. 

Since  hard  work  is  evident  in  many  of  the  accessory  activities 
of  the  school,  and  since  there  is  already  complaint  of  ^'over-pres- 
fore,''  it  mi|^t  seem  ^t  oar  old  students  are  offering  superflu- 
OTtt  advice.  Yet  inteBigenti^  ditected  hard  work  upon  eadi  of 
ike  four  daily  assigaflietits  is  not  as  coknin<m  ot  popular  as  it 
ihmild  be»    BriUianey  and  odier  qualities  which  i^w  to  advan- 
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tage  in  the  accessory  activities  receive  universal  admiration  while 
mere  scholarship — even  though  it  is  productive — often  receives 
contempt,  as  is  evidenced  by  such  epithets  as  "digs'',  "grinds" 
"greasy  grinds",  "greasers",  etc,  common  both  in  high  school  and 
college.  Some  students  are  deterred  from  systematic  application, 
or  apply  themselves  clandestinMy,  in  order  to  escape  the  oppro- 
brium conveyed  by  those  terms.    Work  is  not  popular. 

The  basis  of  this  contempt  is  the  coitviction  among  the  stu- 
dents that  the  scholarship  won  by  hard  work  is  no  indication  of 
success  in  life,  while  native  brilliancy  is  accepted  as  sudu  It  is 
often  said  that  the  "sport"  in  college  makes  the  successful  man  of 
the  world ;  and  even  in  the  professional  schools  he  is  said  to  out- 
strip his  fellows. 

But  this  does  mot  appear  to  be  true.  President  Lowell  in  a 
recent  report*  of  a  committee  of  which  he  was  chairman,  showed 
from  Harvard  statistics  that  the  hi^  scholar  in  college  is  also  the 
hi^  scholar  in  the  graduate  schools  of  law  and  medicine;  and 
rank  in  the  latter  is  accepted  as  an  indication  of  professional 
success.  More  than  half  of  the  Harvard  graduates  of  the  classes 
of  1899  and  1903  who  answered  the  committee's  circular  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  amount  of  scholarly  work  they  had  done  in 
college,  explaining  that  they  did  not  realize  their  opportunities, 
or  they  lacied  good  freshman  advice,  or  they  were  disproportion- 
ately interested  in  other  things,  or  the  general  atmosphere  did  not 
encourage  it. 

And  Mr.  Schuster,  in  England,  found  from  a  statistical  inves- 
tigation that  the  honor  men  of  Oxford  have  much  greater  chances 
than  their  fellows,  in  gaining  eminence  in  the  church  and  in  law.f 
Our  old  students  are  right  Hard  work  must  come  back  as  an 
educational  ideal.  It  isn't  work  that  kills;  it's  worry  and  lack 
of  sleep — the  usual  sequence  being:  society,  lack  of  sleep,  back- 
work,  worry,  "over-pressure"  1  Successful  work  makes  men.  Our 
departure  from  this  ideal  is  noticeable  in  its  effects  wherever  our 
educational  efficicQcy  is  brought  to  the  test.  President  Pritchett 
in  his  consideration  of  "Testimony  concerning  the  quality  of  the 
American  l^igh  school  and  college  training"  says:  "The  criticism 
of  business  men  is  that  both  ooUege  and  high  school  graduates  lack 

^Report  of  Pre8.-Trea8.  of  Harvard  College,  1908-09.    Anr.  11,  1910.   (p  94.) 
tSchuster:  The  DromlBe  of  Youth  and  the  performance  ox  manhood.    Bugenioi 
Laboratory  Ifemoli^  No.  8. 
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diseipline,  that  neither  has  learned  to  do  anything  thoroughly, 
and  as  compared  with  the  boy  who  has  grown  up  in  the  business, 
they  are  deficient  in  the  capacity  for  hard  work."  He  also  pub- 
lishes statements  from  the  OxforcL  tutors  showing  that  the  Ameri- 
can Ehodes  Scholars  "lack  thoroughness",  "accuracy",  and  "the 
power  of  hard  grind."*  The  training  of  hard,  intelligently  di- 
rected, systematic,  long-continued  work  is  what  fits  for  success 
both  in  the  business  world,  and  in  the  graduate  schools.  Our 
students  deserve  to  know  this  and  to  be  encouraged  in  readjusting 
themselves  to  this  unpopular  fact.  Somewhat  higher  standards 
can  be  realized  when  they  honor  and  hunger  for  work.  Croswell 
justly  calls  this  "The  One  Thing  Needful."t 

OUXTUBAL  AIMS. 

There  is  no  quarrel  between  cultural  and  vocational  aims  in 
secondary  higher  education;  because,  there  particiilarly,  voca- 
tional aims  are  exclusive  to  higher  education.  For  this  reason 
separate  secondary  sdiools  for  vocational  training  are  necessary 
for  those  who  must  forego  hi^er  education.:|:  But  here  is  where 
the  advice  of  our  old  students  is  particularly  applicable.  The 
adolescent  should  not  forego  higher  education  unless  compelled  to 
by  forces  he  cannot  control.  §  The  social  desirability  for  this  rests 
upon  the  necessity  for  the  diffusion  of  liberal  culture  to  safeguard 
the  Republic.  For  this  reason  the  state  should  not  invite  competi- 
tion between  these  two  types  of  training.  While  granting  the 
value  of  the  solid  and  material  part  of  its  civilization,  it  should 
especially  invite  advance  in  the  human  values  which  contribute 
the  hi^er  elements  to  a  civilization. 

Of  course,  cultural  training  cannot  help  contributing  to  voca- 
tional effectiveness  any  more  than  it  can  help  contributing  to  any 
expression  of  the  man ;  and  there  are  plenty  of  evidences  to  show 
this  influence.  Halleck,  in  discussing  '^What  kind  of  Education  is 
Best  Suited  for  Boys",  1 1  says  that  business  men  lay  stress  on  the 

*Flfth  Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Carnegie  Foimdation  for  the 
Advancing  of  Teaching.     1910.    Pages  64-62. 

tCroswell:  The  One  Thing  Needful.     Bd.   Bev.  1909.  87:   14S. 

tSee  Snedden:  Problem  of  Vocational  Education.— Riverside  Educational  Mon- 
ographs. 1910.  8e  pp. 

ISee  Clark:  Western  Jr.  Ed.  1910.  15:  806. 

IHalleck,    Ruben  Post:   N.   B.   A.    Proceedings   Dept    Superintendence.   1906. 
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value  of  the  hi^  school  course  for  boys  who  wish  to  enter  busi- 
ness. "It  enables  boys  to  grasp  more  quickly  the  problems  that 
confront  them."  He  finds  "emphatic  expression  of  opinion  by 
certain  great  corporations  that  culture  studies  are  of  vast  impor- 
tance for  boys" ;  and  he  quotes  a  letter  from  the  Baldwin  Loco- 
motive Works  which  employs  twenty  thousand  men,  in  which 
they  say  "No  matter  what  may  be  his  subsequent  career,  it  is 
important  for  a  boy  to  qualify  himself  with  the  broadest  and  most 
thorou^  education  possible  within  the  time  at  his  command." 
As  a  preparation  for  an  agricultural  career.  Dean  Wickson  makes 
the  same  plea  for  liberal  education*  President  Lowell  foimd  that 
the  chances  for  honor  rank  in  the  School  of  Medicine  were  greater 
for  men  who  had  taken  in  college  but  three  courses  in  special 
preparation  than  for  men  who  had  taken  ten  or  more  such  coursesf 

But  the  vocational  value  of  a  liberal  education  is  not  its  aim 
and  should  not  be  too  much  emphasized ;  else  human  worth  after 
all  becomes  estimated  in  terms  of  its  capacity  to  "get  on."  Our 
youth  should  be  given  the  chance  to  choose  culture  for  its  minis- 
try to  the  higher  nature  rather  than  be  induced  to  follow  it  be- 
caiiae  they  are  assured  that  they  are  going  to  "get  something  out 
of  it" 

Aside  from  the  national  necessity  for  the  enli^tenment  of 
liberal  training,  the  usual  natural  restriction  of  the  initial  stages 
of  its  acquirement  to  the  period  of  adolescence  makes  the  question- 
naire advice  all  the  more  urgent  The  importance  of  the  business 
of  youth  is  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  seriousness  with 
which  he  is  wont  to  set  about  it  He  has  the  initiative,  the 
vigor,  the  endurance,  the  imagination,  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
He  only  needs  to  reaKze  his  opportunities  and  his  obligation  to 
the  man  he  is  to  become.  Educational  institutions  should  direct 
all  possible  influences  toward  his  awakening.  In  so  far  as  his 
co-operation  can  be  secured  we  as  a  nation  may  cease  to  merit 
the  strictures  spoken  by  Matthew  Arnold  in  his  address  oa  ^^um- 
bers"  delivered  in  New  York  City  same  years  ago:  "I  suppose  that 
in  a  democratic  community  like  this,  with  its  newness^  its  magni- 
tude, its  strength,  its  life  of  business,  its  sheer  freedom  and  equal- 

^Wlckflon,  B.  J.:  The  Agricultural  College  and  its  relationship  to  the  acheme 
of  National  BducaUon.    nT  B.  A.  Proceedhigs.    1907.  p  1041. 

tLow^  A.  It.:  College  Studlee  and  Ftofeeslonal  Sdioola  Harvard  Chad. 
Hag.  1910,  19:  205-21L 
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ity,  the  danger  is  in  the  absence  of  the  discipline  of  respect;  in 
hardness  and  materialism^  exaggeration  and  boastf uhiess ;  in  a 
false  smartness,  a  false  audacity,  a  want  of  soul  and  delicacy" — 
in  short,  in  our  want  of  respect  for  '^Whatsoever  things  are  ele- 
vated," for  things  nobly  serious. 

PBOBABLE    OAUSES    OF   ELIMIITATION. 

Beyond  illness,  poverty,  and  removal,  the  most  potent  causes 
of  elimination  in  the  small  high  schools  seem  to  me  to  be  (1)  the  se- 
verity of  the  psychological  process  of  mental  growth,  and  (2)  the 
community  antagonism  to  the  aims  of  higher  education. 

(1)  The  former  involves  the  intense  effort,  the  hard  work,  in- 
dispensable to  real  continuous  mental  growth,  first  met  with, 
xmder  the  present  conditions  of  granmiar  school  training,  in  the 
hi^  school;  from  this  effort  under  constant  direction  upon  the 
same  four  subjects  day  in  and  day  out,  the  average  boy  or  girl  is 
at  times  prone  to  turn  away.  It  is  a  balk  at  continuous  concen- 
tration upon  a  few  things  that  have  lost  the  novelty  their  earlier 
training  may  have  led  them  to  expect  It  isn't  quite  the  enter- 
tainment they  were  prepared  for ;  it  lacks  the  spice  of  variety ;  it 
doesn't  afford  artificial  stimulus  to  the  interest  The  occasional 
boy  or  girl  will  fail  to  rise  to  the  occasion,  become  inefficient,  suf^ 
fer  elimination,  and  be  cau^t  upon  that  plateau  of  mediocrity 
to  which  Professor  James*  calls  our  attention,  and  upon  it  he  re- 
mains the  rest  of  his  life.  Ambition  or  skillful  teaching  may 
have  been  lacking,  yet  the  prime  cause  of  elimination  is  the 
agony  of  application  incidental  to  the  earlier  stages  of  develop- 
miant  in  real  mental  work. 

(2)  The  latter  involves  the  depreciation  of  hi^er  education 
in  the  home  and  on  the  street  The  social  environment  fails  to 
supply  such  incentives  as  the  child  needs  to  continue  successfully 
its  serious  pursuit;  rather  it  often  offers  frank  discouragement 
and  in  case  the  suggestion  is  operative  the  child  eliminates  the 
achool  and  accepts  more  inmiediately  agreeable  ways  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  its  energy. 

8UOOB8TXD  BSMXDT. 

The  first  cause  does  not  permit  remedy.    It  is  the  sine  qua  non 

•Jabms:  The  energlM  of  Um.    ScImmm  HOT.    N.  8.  1ft:  tn. 
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of  higher  education ;  as  Euclid  said  to  his  royal  pupil,  of  geometry, 
there  is  no  "royal  road"  to  learning.  Henc<e  it  is  useless  to  sug- 
gest vocational  courses  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  furnishing 
e&sier*  training.  Vocational  training  may  well  offer  an  altema* 
tive,  yet  it  will,  too,  demand  hard  application,  moreover,  and  it 
does  not  prevent  the  elimination  from  higher  education  in  case 
it  is  chosen. 

Therefore  what  remedy  may  be  foimd  must  be  applicable  to  the 
social  standards  of  judgment  which  conflict  with  the  aims  of 
higher  education.  It  would  be  useless  to  expect  the  community 
to  look  upon  the  youth's  success  in  school  with  pleasure,  upon 
his  high  scholarship  with  pride,  and  upon  his  failure  with  contempt 
or  pity,  unless  the  commimity  is  free  from  the  crass  utilitarianism 
frequently  affected  in  some  places  now-a-days.  It  must  have 
faith  in  tlie  enrichment  of  the  mind,  the  broadening  of  experience,, 
and  the  widening  of  outlook  upon  the  world  in  the  opening  of 
the  eyes  to  the  beauty,  and  of  the  heart  to  the  goodness,  of  life,, 
as  factors  potent  for  happiness  and  usefulness  but  not  necessarily 
for  material  wealtL 

The  application  of  this  remedy  would  be  a  big  task  for  the 
school  to  undertake.  The  zeit  geist  does  not  yet  look  in  that  di- 
rection; yet  it  may  be  that  the  community  would  follow  in  the 
school's  lead  if  the  latter  earnestly  set  itself  to  this  enterprise.  At 
any  rate,  in  so  far  as  the  school  itself  can  apply  remedy  to  elimi* 
nation,  its  opportunity  lies  here;  and  the  case  may  not  be  as 
hopeless  as  it  at  first  appears,  since  its  efforts  are  quite  sure  ta 
meet  with  the  appreciation  of  the  best  and  most  influential  mem- 
bers of  the  community.  Its  method  would  seem  to  involve  such 
contact  with  the  commimity  as  will  turn  attention  from  the 
school's  accessory  to  its  fimdamental  activities.  Visitations,  pa- 
tron's meetings,  a  school  column  in  the  local  paper,  questionnaire 
data,  and  an  efficient  school,  would  prove  efficient  factors  in  the 
campaign. 

SUMMAEY. 

1.  Such  questionnaire  returns  are  admirably  adapted  for  in- 
spiring in  the  community  and  in  the  school  a  higher  regard  for 
the  proper  work  of  the  school. 

^See  a  suggestion  quoted  in  article  by  Clark,  E.  P.:  How  shall  we  keep  th* 
boy  in  schooE    Western  Jr.  Ed.  June  1910.  pp  80f-323. 
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2.  Of  our  enrollinent  during  the  ei^teen  years,  46%  are 
boys;  and  40%  of  the  boys  and  41%  of  the  girls  are  graduated; 
which  makes  inapplicable  the  inference  from  recent  elimination 
statistics  that  the  school  suits  girls  better  than  boys. 

3.  The  questionnaires  were  sent  to  86%  of  all  the  pupils  who 
dropped  out,  and  to  86%  of  all  the  pupils  who  were  graduated, 
from  the  Dixon  Union  High  School  during  a  period  of  18  years. 
Over  a  third  of  the  former  and  over  a  half  of  the  latter  responded. 
But  since  a  third  of  the  eliminated  pupils  who  responded  were 
graduated  elsewhere,  our  data  from  pupils  who  quit  school  are 
based  upon  the  replies  of  but  29  pupils,  or  upon  the  supposition  that 
none  of  the  others  were  graduated  elsewhere,  20%  of  all  who 
dropped  out 

4.  Vocationally,  the  boys  who  were  graduated  are  more  ver- 
satile, hold  better  positions,  and  receive  hi^er  salaries,  than  those 
who  dropped  out ;  and  the  girls  who  were  graduated  are  eoonomi* 
eally  more  independent 

5.  The  data  from  both  those  who  dropped  out  and  those  who 
were  graduated  cover  an  unbroken  period  of  18  years  of  the 
school's  life.  Apparently  over  three-fourths  of  the  eliminationa 
occur  in  the  first  third  of  the  four-year  course. 

6.  High  school  was  quite  worth  while  to  the  eliminated  as 
well  as  to  the  graduated ;  primarily  because  of  the  enrichment  of 
the  mind  through  general  knowledge,  of  the  broadening  of  outlook 
upon  life  and  the  world,  and  because  of  the  development  of  mental, 
moral,  and  social  habits  that  make  for  culture;  secondarily, 
because  some  direct  contribution  was  made  to  vocational  success. 

7.  Training  of  mental  and  moral  powers  is  considered  a  more 
valuable  factor  than  the  acquisition  of  knowledge;  although  the 
girls  are  equally  divided  in  their  choices.  This  implies  that  it  is 
the  boys  rather  than  the  girls  who  value  most  hi^y  the  disci- 
plinary element  in  their  sdiool  experience.  The  value  of  associa- 
tion with  fellow  pupils  stands  higher  with  the  boys,  and  the  value 
of  acquaintance  with  teachers  hi^er  with  the  girls.  Oh  the 
whole  there  is  an  unexpected  lad:  of  evidence  that  the  value  of 
the  personal  influence  of  the  high  sdiool  teacher  is  hi^ 

8.  Beyond  economic  reasons,  ill  health,  and  removed,  the  causes 
of  elimination  are  but  sli^tly  revealed  here.  The  few  boys  who 
quit  for  personal  reasons  advise  against  it,  and  thus  pledge  their 
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faith  in  cultural  courses.  Some  pupils  changed  to  other  schools 
because  of  low  standards  at  the  local  school,  which  points  to  the 
wisdom  of  high  standards,  not  only  to  hold  the  better  pupils,  but 
to  maintain  the  most  essential  conditions  for  hi^er  education. 
Cheapening  education  does  not  educate.  Some  of  the  boys  went 
elsewhere  for  vocational  training,  which  points  to  the  felt  need 
for  such  schools;  though  presumably  separate  and  distinct  from 
those  engaged  in  higher  education  because  of  the  necessary  re- 
versal of  the  relation  between  cultural  and  vocational  aims. 

9.  Pupils  stay  in  school  largely  as  a  matter  of  course,  ex- 
periencing pleasure  and  profit  in  ciiltural  pursuits.  Less  than  6% 
of  the  graduates  ever  seriously  considered  quitting;  and  those 
who  did  so  were  prevailed  upon  to  continue  by  the  influence  of 
their  families  or  associates. 

10.  Advice  from  pupils  who  quit  to  pupils  about  to  quit  is 
most  earnest  in  its  appeal  to  stay  at  work,  in  its  assurance  of  the 
advantages  of  doing  so,  and  in  its  su^estions  as  to  method  for 
successful  work.  It  emphasizes  cultural  benefits  rather  than  vo- 
cational, although  the  latter  is  also  noticed,  and  encourages  hard 
work.  One  may  quit  if  he  has  poor  health,  is  not  friendly  witli 
teachers,  is  idling,  of  has  an  unusual  talent  which  demands  other 
training.  This  material  has  peculiar  weight  with  the  pupil  who 
is  considering  quitting. 

11.  Advice  from  graduates  to  hi^  school  pupils  in  general 
is  equally  earnest  in  its  appeal  to  finish  the  course,  to  learn  to 
work  hard,  systematically,  thoroughly;  to  get  all  the  education 
possible,  develop  character,  become  social,  go  into  all  school  activi- 
ties, take  recreation,  and  to  choose  a  vocation;  to  avoid  killing 
time,  knocking,  bluffing,  roug^-housing,  queening,  and  pedantry. 
It  emphasizes  cultural  ends,  without  neglecting  their  bearing  upon 
vocational  success,  and  in  a  few  cases  notices  the  latter  directly. 

12.  For  use  in  school  the  data  need  some  slight  selection  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  unworthy  choice  on  the  part  of  the  student 
for  whose  benefit  they  are  presented. 

18.  Under  the  heading  of  '^Sug^ted  Discussion"  the  advice 
for  hard  work  is  given  justification  upon  the  ground  of  popu- 
lar contempt  for  it^  and  its  traiiiitig  value  for  eititer  further  study 
Of  for  business  life  as  shotm  by  recent  in^^estigationfe.  The  in- 
sistence upon  cultural  aims  is  justified  upon  the  ground  of  its 
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necessity  as  a  safeguard  to  the  Bepiiblic,  as  well  as  upon  the 
ground  of  its  introduction  to  a  higher  and  more  satisfactory 
personal  life;  and  its  contribution  to  vocational  efficiency  .is 
established  upon  recently  collected  evidence.  The  probable  causes 
of  elimination  are  the  severity  of  the  applicati(m  incidental  to 
the  earlier  stages  of  real  mental  work^  and  the  antagonism  of  the 
ideals  in  the  child's  social  environment  for  the  aims  of  hi^er 
education.  The.  suggested  remedy  is  applicable  to  the  latter  only 
since  the  former  is  essential  to  mental  development,  and  involves 
the  changing  of  community  ideals  throng  the  school's  demonstra* 
tion  of  the  worthiness  of  its  aims. 


4t  it^. 
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A  Solution  for  Public  Speaking  in  the  High 

School 

0.  T.  Maullbe,  Eookford,  Ili^ 

OR  several  decades  high  schools  have  indulged  in 
two  kinds  of  literary  contests,  the  debate  and  the 
oratorical  contest  These  contests  may  have  their 
good  qualities  but  they  are  greatly  at  fault  for 
three  reasons :  they  are  not  very  practical,  they  do 
do  not  possess  the  best  educational  value,  and  they 
do  not  represent  the  true  strength  of  competing 
schools.  The  following  proposed  contest  has  been 
suggested  in  part  by  the  success  of  the  extemporaneous  speaking 
contests  which  were  held  in  connection  with  the  State  University 
of  Illinois  last  spring.  The  state  was  divided  into  five  districts; 
any  school  within  a  prescribed  district  was  at  liberly  to  send  a 
representative  to  a  chosen  town.  About  one  half  dozen  sdiools 
responded  from  each  district.  The  delegate-contestants  competed 
by  speaking  on  a  subject  from  a  list  of  thirty-three  subjects  which 
had  been  studied  in  part  by  the  pupils  before  going  to  the  contest 
The  winner  of  this  preliminary  contest  went  to  the  state  contest 
which  met  at  the  University  of  Illinois.  Many  were  pleased  to 
note  how  successfully  these  contests  were  conducted.  Why  could 
not  contests  similar  in  principle,  be  as  successfully  conducted  be- 
tween two  schools  only,  or  between  different  groups  of  pupils  of 
a  single  school  ?  The  following  rules  of  order  of  the  ^'Extempo- 
raneous Speaking  Contest"  ou^t  to  supply  the  long-felt  need. 

BULES    OF    THE    BXTSMPOBB    001?TS8T, 

The  purpose  of  this  form  of  contest  is  to  promote  extempo- 
raneous speaking  in  the  hi^  school,  believing:  first,  that  it  has  an 
unusual  practical  value  in  that  it  deals  with  subjects  of  everyday 
interest  to  the  hi^  school  pupil;  second,  that  it  has  ^'academic 
value"  in  that  it  trains  particularly  ''the  powers  of  observation, 
oomparison,  and  generalization";  and  third,  that  it  greatly  de- 
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creases  the  possibility  of  coaching  "by  instructors,  thus  making 
it  strictly  a  contest  of  high  school  pupils. 
L     What  Constitutes  a  Team. 

1.  Each  team  shall  be  composed  of  five  members,  one  of  which 
shall  be  a  captain  or  leader. 

2.  To  be  a  member  of  the  team  at  the  time  of  the  contest  a 
pupil  must  be  passing  in  not  less  than  four  regular  studies. 

H.     The  Speeches. 

1.  The  subjects  shall  be  drawn  from  the  appended  list  one 
hour  before  the  contest.  The  subjects  shall  be  placed  on  separate 
•cards  and  thrown  into  a  hat;  the  contestants  shall  draw  alter- 
nately between  opposing  teams,  a  contestant  from  the  visiting 
team  drawing  first 

2.  The  speeches  shall  not  be  less  than  five  minutes  nor  more 
than  eight  minutes  in  length.  A  tap  by  the  chairman  shall  be  given 
^t  the  end  of  five  minutes  and  at  the  end  of  ei^t  if  necessary. 

3.  The  speeches  shall  be  prepared  in  a  room  where  all  ten 
contestants  are  assembled.  No  previously  prepared  outlines  shall 
be  referred  to.  Fresh  outlines  may  be  made  by  any  contestant 
during  the  one  hour  of  preparation  previous  to  the  contest,  but 
no  speaker  shall  use  manuscript  or  notes  of  any  form  during 
-delivery  of  speech.  Furthermore,  no  contestant  shall  receive  help 
from  a  colleague,  or  any  book,  or  person  during  the  preparation 
just  previous  to  the  contest  The  work  of  the  speech  must  come 
from  his  own  immediate  knowledge  of  the  subject 

4.  The  speeches  for  the  boys  shall  be  made  from  the  following 
list  of  subjects :  ' 

(1)  Manual  Training  in  the  High  SchooL 

(2)  Footbaa 

(3)  Literary  Societies. 

(4)  The  Choice  of  a  Profession. 

(5)  The  Suffrage  Movement 

(6)  The  Future  of  Aviation. 

(7)  The  Present  Status  of  the  Liquor  Problem  in  the  United 
States. 

(8)  The  Motion-Picture  Show> 

(9)  The  Panama  Canal. 

(10)  Lessons  of  the  Titanic  Disaster. 

{11)     Railway  Accidents.  \   . 
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(12)  Civic  Responsibility. 

(13)  The  Automobile. 

(14)  Faults  of  American  Civilization. 

(15)  Intemational  Athletics. 

(16)  Third  Parties  in  American  History. 

(17)  Public  Speaking  and  Statesmanship. 

(18)  High  School  Fraternities  and  Sororities. 

(19)  Modem  Journalism  as  a  Reform  Agent. 

(20)  Wireless  Telegraphy. 

(21)  The  Advantages  of  City  Life. 

(22)  Inter  Hi^  School  Activities. 

(23)  High  School  Instructors. 

(24)  The  World's  Exposition. 

(25)  A  School  Boy's  Recreation. 

5.  This  list  shall  be  given  to  the  contestants  at  the  time 
when  arrangements  are  first  made  to  hold  a  contest  It  is  under^ 
stood  they  shall  do  any  amoimt  of  preparation  on  all  the  subjects 
in  general  before  the  one  hour  previous  to  the  contest 

6.  This  list  shall  be  revised  from  season  to  season  in  accordance 
with  special  agreement. 

III.  The  Order  of  Speakers. 

1.  The  order  of  speakers  shall  be  decided  by  lot  by  drawing 
from  ten  cards  on  which  shall  be  numbers  from  one  to  ten.  The 
cards  shall  be  mixed  in  a  hat  and  drawn  by  the  captains  alter* 
nately,  the  first  one  to  draw  shall  be  the  visiting  captain. 

2.  The  drawing  for  order  of  speeches  shall  be  done  before  the 
drawing  for  subjects. 

3.  The  captain  may  give  his  team-mates  positions  to  speak 
as  he  chooses  from  the  five  numbers  drawn. 

IV.  The  Judgirtg  of  Contest. 

1.  The  speeches  shall  be  judged  on  organization  of  material^ 
clear  thinking,  general  presentation,  and  general  effectiveness. 

2.  The  contest  shall  be  judged  by  three  men  who  are  not  resi- 
dents of  either  town  represented  or  who  are  alumni  or  connected 
in  any  way  with  either  school  or  any  of  the  speakers. 

3.  If  programs  are  furnished  the  judges,  only  the  name 
of  the  speaker  and  his  subject  shall  be  given.  The  judges  shall 
not  be  told  in  any  way  from  what  school  a  speaker  comes. 
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4.  The  judges  shall  render  a  separate  grade  for  each  con^ 
testant  using  100%  as  the  basis. 

5.  The  sdiool  which  has  received  the  highest  average  per 
cent  of  all  three  judges  shall  have  won  the  contest 

V.     Miscellaneovs. 

1.  If  any  points  of  immediate  importance  arise  relative  to  the 
contest  in  hand  thej  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  chairman  of  the 
contest  with  the  two  captains. 

2.  The  chairman  of  the  contest  shall  be  anyone  agreeable  to 
the  visiting  hi^  school  instructor  and  visiting  captain. 

This  contest  is  a  little  formal  in  nature  but  its  virtues  are 
many.  It  is  not  intended  to  ape  athletics,  althou^  it  resembles 
a  basketball  team,  the  number  being  five  and  one  man  acting  as 
captain.  However,  the  principles  inherent  in  athletics  if  applied 
to  literary  contests  will  work  fully  as  well.  As  in  athletics,  many 
men  will  respond,  more  will  become  interested.  A  keen  com*- 
petition  for  a  place  on  the  team  is  sure  to  result.  In  the  old 
type  of  literary  contest  a  debate  team  is  chosen  or  the  orator 
chosen  and  that  ends  it;  the  other  men  of  the  school  have  no 
chance,  no  one  is  left  to  coach  them.  Even  in  athletics  the  sys* 
tem  of  getting  all  men  to  take  some  form  of  physical  culture  is 
not  ideal.  The  contest  will  cause  even  keener  competition  because 
there  are  no  regular  positions  on  the  team ;  there  are  no  regular 
set  speeches  to  be  ciommitted  and  given.  Any  fellow  will  do 
his  best  if  he  feels  that  by  hard  work  and  practice  by  himself  he 
ean  get  a  chance  to  represent  the  school.  There  is  one  man  of 
the  five  who  is  termed  the  captain,  but  his  work  is  little  more 
tiian  nominal ;  he  simply  manages  the  details  at  the  hour  of  con- 
test It  simply  furnishes  a  student  leader,  gives  him  something 
to  do,  makeis  him  feel  responsibility,  and  causes  him  to  inspire 
his  fellows  to  study  and  preparation. 

It  is  not  desired  to  scoff  at  all  the  good  things  about  a  debate, 
but  it  almost  seems  a  sad  thing  that  a  debate  team  of  only  three 
men  will  work  and  study  for  weeks  and  montibs  and  then  has  the 
dumce  to  appear  only  one  ev^iing  against  a  single  sehooL  It  is 
impossible  to  send  a  debate  team  against  a  second  school,  someone 
will  lesm  llie  line  of  argum^it  and  all  will  be  up.  And  even  in 
ftis  one  debate  if  a  debater  gets  sick  the  debate  is  called  off  the 
hst  monMit  because  no  substitute  can  be  had    The  Extemporane- 
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0U8  Contest  solves  these  difficulties  for  a  schedule  can  be  made 
with  a  half  dozen  schools  which  can  be  "played  off",  as  it  were, 
just  as  a  football  team  plays  off  its  schediile  with  other  schools. 

Of  course  this  element  of  competition  which  is  so  common  to 
athletics  will  run  throughout  the  system,  but  there  are  other 
things  that  athletics  cannot  give,  and  that  debates  and  orations 
cannot  even  give,  that  this  contest  can  give.  It  is  a  decided  step 
toward  the  practical.  It  will  give  the  boy  the  thing  he  needs  for 
practical  life.  He  will  always  carry  with  him  the  ^Tiow"  of  talk- 
ing and  specddng  before  his  fellows,  the  thing  he  needs  in  the 
thousand  and  one  crises  of  business  and  political  life.  It  wiU 
teach  him  the  art  of  "public"  speaking.  It  takes  subjects,  in  the 
first  place,  that  are  near  to  him  or  at  least  within  the  possibility 
of  his  grasp.  The  formal  debate  speech  is  anything  but  practical, 
and  the  oration  is  only  victrola-like.  The  day  of  "ornate"  elocu- 
tion is  fast  passing  when  a  boy  is  trained  in  jumping-jack  gestures 
to  give  a  Fourth  of  July  oration.  These  old  types  make  machines 
out  of  boys ;  they  fail  to  make  them  acting,  living  citizens.  The 
Extemporaneous  Contest,  above  all  other  forms  of  contest,  has 
this  one  thing  in  its  favor,  it  at  least  approaches  the  practical. 

This  plan  is  not  only  intended  for  inter  high  school  contests; 
it  will  also  work  as  a  stimulus  for  intra  high  school  contests.  It 
can  be  used  by  the  literary  societies,  English  instructors,  and 
public  speaking  instructors.  The  literary  societies  can  form 
teams  and  hold  contests  using  the  standard  list  of  twenty-five 
subjects.  The  societies  can  carry  on  a  series  of  contests  for  a 
championship  team,  and,  if  they  desire,  they  can  arrange  for 
contests  with  outside  organizations.  At  any  rate  it  gives  the 
societies  something  to  do.  Then  the  English  teachers  can  co- 
operate in  training  boys  and  girls  for  contests,  both  intra  and 
inter.  Intra  contests  between  certain  classes  of  one  English 
teacher  or  of  two  English  teachers  can  easily  be  conducted.  The 
pupils  could  be  made  to  feel  that  by  a  little  effort  they  would 
be  recommended  for  an  inter  high  school  contest  The  plan  is 
unique  for  the  smaller  schools  where  there  is  no  one  teacher  who 
is  head  of  a  public  speaking  department,  and  for  larger  schools 
where  the  English  teachers  can  use  it  as  a  part  of  oral  theme  work 
to  co-operate  with  the  public  speaking  instructor.  Thus  the  real 
element  of  competition  is  at  work  and  for  this  reason  the  scheme 
may  be  said  to  have  educational  value.    In  larger  schools  where 
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there  is  a  regularly  organized  department  of  public  speaking  with 
one*  instructor  especially  trained  in  the  subject  at  the  head,  the 
"oratory"  classes  and  the  instructor  alike  can  feel  that  they  are 
to  arrive  at  some  definite  end.  In  classes  for  which  credit  is  given, 
the  principles  of  how  to  speak,  the  orgiinization  of  a  speech,  the 
presentation,  etc.,  ought  to  be  pursued  using  the  standard  list  of 
twenty-five  subjects  as  a  basis.  Pupils  could  then  go  direct  from 
the  class  room  to  the  inter-high  school  contest,  for  members  could 
be  taken  from  these  classes  and  placed  on  the  Varsity  Extempore 
Team. 

In  either  case,  whether  in  a  small  high  school  where  any 
teacher  handles  the  public  speaking  contests  on  the  side,  or  in  a 
larger  school  with  a  special  department,  shoiild  it  be  the  aim  to 
train  six  or  seven  yoimg  men  for  debates  and  the  state  oration  f 
The  real  work  of  coaching  in  the  old  types  of  contest  has  to  be 
done  by  one  instructor  outside  of  school  hours  when  he  ought  to 
be  resting  or  preparing  for  class  room  work  as  other  instructors. 
The  new  contest  will  make  possible  the  training  of  many  more 
pupils  and  during  regular  school  hours  no  matter  whether  the 
school  is  large  or  small,  and  as  a  result  many  more  inter  high 
school  contests  can  be  given.  It  makes  possible  as  many  contests 
in  one  year  as  occurred  in  any  previous  five  years  combined. 

One  of  the  best  features  of  this  new  contest,  if  not  the  best, 
is  that  it  necessitates  the  individual  work  of  the  pupil ;  it  makes 
a  contest  of  pupils ;  it  greatly  decreases  the  possibility  of  coaching 
by  instructors  to  the  limit  ^at  the  contests  are  contests  between 
instructors.  The  pupil  would  still  receive  coaching,  but  that  in- 
struction would  of  necessity  be  general  in  nature ;  it  eliminates 
all  chances  of  speeches  being  prepared  by  instructors  and  given 
by  pupils  in  phonograph  style.  No  boy  can  commit  twenty-five 
written  speeches.  At  a  contest  he  will  have  to  rely  on  what  he 
knows  himself  and  on  his  ability  and  training  in  general  to  tell 
audibly  what  he  does  know.  The  old  forms  of  contests  result  in 
contests  between  instructors,  and  instructors,  if  they  care  any- 
thing for  their  job,  will  resort  to  all  sorts  of  unpedagogical  de- 
vices in  order  to  win.  By  this  new  method  it  is  impossible  for 
an  instructor  to  be  corrupt  even  though  he  desires  to  be.  The  in- 
structor will  be  compelled  to  teach  general  principles  more 
thoroughly;  and  the  inter  high  school  contests  will  better  show 
the  relative  public  speaking  strength  of  the  competing  schools. 
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This  form  of  contest  trains  girls  to  speak  as  well  as  the  boys, 
and  contests,  both  inter  and  intra,  ought  to  be  participated  in 
by  the  girls.  For  reasons  in  judging,  boys  and  girls  should  never 
appear  in  the  same  contest.  In  the  approaching  age  of  equal 
suffrage,  when  woman's  rights  will  be  made  more  plain,  we  will 
have  to  have  women  who  can  tell  us  publicly  what  they  think.  A 
list  of  twenty-five  subjects,  especially  interesting  to  girls,  is  offered. 

This  year  a  new  interest  is  being  taken  in  hi^  schools  where 
this  plan  is  being  tried.  Several  schools  of  northern  Illinois  have 
already  formed  themselves  into  a  league  and  a  run  is  being  made 
for  the  championship. 

APPENDED  IJQ3T   OF   SUBJECTS   FOB  GIBLS. 

(1)  Domestic  Science  in  the  High  School. 

(2)  The  Motion-Picture  Show, 

(3)  The  Present  Status  of  the  Liquor  Problem  in  the  United 
States. 

(4)  Bailway  Accidents. 

(5)  The  Future  of  Aviation. 

(6)  Civic  Besponsibility. 

(7)  Girls'  Gynmastics. 
^(8)  Literary  Societies. 
(9)     The  Panama  Canal 

^(10)  Lessons  of  the  Titanic  Disaster. 

(11)  Faults  of  American  Civilization. 

(12)  The  American  Home. 

(13)  The  Suffrage  Movement 

(14)  The  Red  Cross  Society. 

(15)  Birds. 
^(16)  Pin  Money. 

(17)  Child  Labor. 

(18)  High  School  Instructors. 

(19)  Recent  Improvement  in  Household  Utensils. 

(20)  High  School  Pratematies  and  Sororities. 

(21)  The  World's  Exposition.  '1 

(22)  Jane  Addams. 

(28)     A  School  Girl's  Recreation. 
(24)     The  Awakening  of  China. 
(26)     American  Hurry. 
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What  is  Trigonometry? 

A.  Latham  Baker,  Ph.D.  Manual  Tbaining  High  School, 
Bbooklyn,  New  Yoke. 

KIGONOMETRY  is  iisuaUy  regarded  and  taught 
as  a  separate  subject,  but  when  we  come  to  seek  it9 
peculiar  characteristics,  we  fail  to  find  a  clear  cut 
central  idea  which  would  serve  to  give  the  subject 
its  own  individuality.  Arithmetic  has  to  do  with 
the  number  concept,  algebra  with  the  generalized 
number  concept  and  the  ^nation,  and  geometry 
with  the  space  concept  and  its  problems.  These 
central  thoughts  are  distinct  and  fundamental  .  .  .  each  of  the 
subjects  has  its  own  very  marked  individuality. 

What  is  the  corresponding  distinctive  characteristic  of  Trigo- 
nometry ?"    Young.    The  Teaching  of  Mathematics. 

The  author  answers  the  question  negatively  and  concludes  that 
trigonometry  has  nothing  distinctive. 

Of  course,  definitions  are  arbitrary,  and  any  writer  is  at  lib- 
erty to  make  any  definition  he  pleases  as  to  the  boundaries  of  hid 
subject,  so  long  as  he  is  consistent  and  does  not  violate  common 
usage  too  violently.  But  definitions  are  for  the  purpose  of  defining, 
limiting,  separating  one  thing  from  another.  Economy  of  terms 
and  perspicuity  require  that  the  lines  of  demarkation  between  the 
different  parts  defined  should  conform  as  closely  as  possible  witb 
the  natural  lines  of  cleavage  imposed  by  the  nature  of  the  thing 
defined. 

It  would  be  foolish  and  meaningless  to  define  arithmetic  as  that 
branch  of  mathematics  studied  in  the  little  red  school  house,  it  is 
almost  equally  meaningless  to  define  algebra  as  generalized  arith- 
metic. That  the  world  has  long  disregarded  the  natural  line  of 
cleavage  between  the  two  subjects,  does  not  obliterate  the  line  oir 
lessen  the  desirability  of  using  that  line  of  cleavage  as  the  sepa- 
rating line  between  the  definitions  of  the  two  branches. 

The  literal  equation  was  for  a  long  time  the  ear  mark  of  algebra, 
but  the  mathematical  world  is  gradually  drifting  into  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  literal  equation  in  arithmetic,  and  into  the  apprecia- 
tion of  the  real  gap  between  the  subjects,  the  gap  between  posi- 
tive number  and  negative  nimiber. 
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Arithmetic  in  its  general  treatment  has  hifltorically  dealt  only 
with  the  positive  number,  leaving  negative  nimiber,  and  quite  un- 
necessarily the  literal  equation,  for  algebra. 

Here  is  the  natural  line  of  cleavage,  and  if  the  definitions  are 
to  have  any  natural  line  of  distinction,  here  is  the  place  where  the 
line  should  come.  Arithmetic  is  the  science  of  positive  numbers, 
algebra  the  science  of  negative  numbers,  irrespective  of  literal 
symbolism. 

So  when  we  com^  to  elementary  geometry,  the  subject  is 
limited  by  the  tools  allowed,  straight  edge  and  compass.  The 
ancients  imposed  this  limitation  because  they  had  no  other  simple 
instruments  with  which  to  draw  lines,  and  modems  have  followed 
the  same  limitation  for  the  same  reason. 

Now  elementary  geometry  deals,  among  other  things,  with  the 
ratios  of  the  sides  of  triangles,  and  might  well  have  u&^  the  six 
trigonometric  ratios.  But  right  here  we  are  met  with  the  limitation 
imposed  by  the  tools  used.  Logically  the  six  ratios  can  only  be 
used  in  application  to  the  angles  which  can  be  measured  in  ele- 
mentary geometry,  the  Euclidean  Angles,  90  degrees,  60  degrees, 
36  degrees,  and  l^eir  multiples,  dichotomic  submultiples  and  com- 
binations, disregarding  the  angles  of  the  17-gon  and  the  257-gon. 

But  the  introduction  of  a  new  instrument,  the  scale,  enables  us 
to  apply  the  six  ratios  to  any  angle,  and  introduces  the  general 
measurement  of  angles,  trigonometry  (goniometry).  This  is  what 
distinguishes  trigonometry  from  geometry  and  gives  it  its  individ- 
uality, viz.,  the  graduated  scale. 

Without  the  scale  we  are  confined  to  the  relatively  few  angles 
found  in  elementary  geometry ;  with  the  scale  we  find  ourselves  in 
the  general  field  of  goniometry. 

As  soon  as  you  allow  other  tools  than  the  historic  straight  edge 
and  compass,  you  open  the  door  to  other  and  individual  branches. 
The  graduated  scale  opens  the  door  to  trigonometry;  a  tool  for 
drawing  conic  sections  would  logically  open  the  door  to  conic 
sections;  the  integraph  solves  the  famous  problem  of  the  rectifica- 
tion of  the  circimiference.  Each  netv  acquisition  opens  a  new 
branch. 

Henoe,  in  conclusion,  the  individuality  of  trigonometry  is 
marked  by  the  acquisition  of  the  scale  and  the  consequent  ability 
to  measure  aU  angles. 
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By  Horace  G.  Bbown,  Woboesteb,  Mass. 
State  Normal  School. 

FFICIENCY  is  the  big  word  in  business  today. 
In  educational  administration  it  is  having  its  try- 
out  In  teaching  it  seems  to  lag.  With  this  thought 
in  mind  I  naturally  noticed  the  wasteful  and  so 
unproductive  methods  in  every  day  teaching  of 
children  in  the  public  schools.  I  will  take  only 
the  single  case  of  unproductive  use  of  picture 
material. 

THE  UNPRODUCTIVE  USB  OF  PICTURES. 

Of  course  there  is  scant  productivity  because  there  is  scant 
use.  ^Then  there  is  inefficient  use  of  whatever  material  there  may 
be  at  hand.  Some  teachers  have  no  pictures^  others  a  few.  One 
teacher  "refers**  to  a  picture,  "it  is  to  be  found'*  elsewhere  if  the 
pupil  chooses,  or  happens  to  remember.  Another  teacher  "shows'* 
the  pictures,  holding  them  before  the  class  where  they  must  be 
indistinctly  seen  by  most  of  the  pupils.  Still  another  teacher 
carries  them  up  and  down  the  aisles  too  rapidly,  or  too  mechan- 
ically. Then  the  pictures  are  *left  on  the  table,**  for  later  ex-_ 
amination  which  may  never  come.  AH  these  teachers  give  all  the 
time  they  can  afford  to  use  of  pictures,  yet  they  are  disappointed 
in  their  helpfulness.  Why  ?  They  fail  to  measure  the  power  they 
are  using.  They  do  not  know  why  they  fail.  They  do  not  know 
what  they  have  allowed  to  go  to  waste.    Let  us  consider  the  facts* 

THE  TEACHIKG  POVHCR  OF  PIOTUBBS. 

Let  ns  suppose  that  every  picture  has  more  or  less  power  to 
impress  itself  on  the  mind.  Let  us  call  this  its  teaching  power. 
Whether  this  teaching  power  is  secured  to  its  maximum,  or  is 
wasted,  depends  upon  the  teacher's  knowing  its  nature,  and  the 
principles  of  its  transmission  and  reception  by  the  mind  of  the 
pupiL  Every  teacher  knows  that  a  picture  appeals  to  the  mind 
through  the  eye.     Therefore  it  most  be  individually  seen,  and 
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so  thoroughly^  so  vividly^  as  to  make  its  maximum  impression 
on  every  pupil.  For  instance,  it  must  come  within  approximately 
the  same  focal  distance  of  every  child's  vision.  It  must  be  seen 
equally  well  by  all.  Therefore  a  small  picture  should  not  be 
held  before  the  class.  It  should  be  presented  in  the  best  way 
equally  to  each  child.  It  should  also  be  given  enough  time  to 
make  its  full  impression  exactly,  vividly,  permanently  upon  each 
mind.  These  two  points  are  constantly  overlooked  by  the  over- 
busy  teacher.  This  time  amount  varies  with  individuals.  One 
child  sees  details  slowly,  another  quickly.  One  sees  by  wholes^ 
another  is  distracted  by  part.  Hence  individuals  cannot  be 
treated  alike.  Only  experience  with  children  can  determine  the 
length  of  time  necessary  for  a  successful  ^'exposure."  Let  u« 
recall  the  anecdote  of  two  men  who  had  ten  minutes  in  which 
to  see  Westminster  Abbey.  One  said  ^TTou  go  round  the  outside 
and  I'll  go  inside  and  we  will  do  it  in  seven."  Like  some  teachers, 
they  did  not  allow,  in  the  personal  equation,  for  the  necessary 
time  for  individuals  to  take  in  a  thing.  We  all  know  we  cannot 
time  the  fine  efficiency  of  a  work  of  art  on  our  feelings  with  a 
stop-watch.  Neither  can  we  so  measure  the  efficiency  of  our  teach- 
ing with  pictures.  Children  cannot  see  a  picture,  that  is,  absorb 
its  picture-power  fully,  by  "going  around  the  outside",  while  "we 
go  in"  (that  is,  her  appreciation  will  not  help  pupils,  if  the 
1;^acher  rapidly  passes  the  picture  down  the  aisles).  A  ped- 
ometer can  show  the  teacher  to  be  a  rapid,  efficient  walker,  but 
what  about  the  measure  of  the  power  of  the  picture  upon  the 
pupil's  mind  ?  Will  not  that  picture-power  register  hi^er,  if  the 
teacher  were  to  pass  twice  as  slowly  and  pass  down  each  aisle, 
giving  each  pupil  two  twice-as-long  looks  ?  Will  it  not  register 
still  higher,  if,  on  passing  the  picture,  each  pupil  were  given 
adequate  time  to  satisfy  his  curiosity  and  his  interest?  Will  it 
not  go  higher  still,  if  die  pictures  are  placed  on  exhibit,  so  they 
must  be  seen,  and  so  there  will  be  time  for  repeated  examination 
and  re-enforced  impression,  as  the  pupil  follows  his  interest  in 
response  to  the  picture's  appeal  ?  But  by  this  time  I  hear  the  busy 
teacher  saying  "But  the  time!  the  time  is  passing!"  Certainly; 
and  the  measure  of  the  picture  is  registering  higher  and  hi^er. 
Can  we  teach  by  the  stop-watch  ?  Or  by  the  measure  of  the  power 
of  teaching  to  produce  results? 
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TBOD  GBEATSST  BFFIOIKNOY  IS  THE  ONLY  TEIJB  EOOlSrOMY. 

Efficiency  in  teaching  secures  the  highest  teaching  power  first. 
Then  it  secures  such  economy  of  time  as  is  consistent  with  teach- 
ing-power. Fortunately,  we  have  all  this  carefully  worked  out 
for  schools,  if  we  woidd  only  use  it  Sets  of  600  stereograph 
views,  not  only  gives  each  pupil  his  individual  look  according  to 
his  personal  visual  need,  but  he  has  also  the  picture  always  ready 
in  a  variety  of  ways  to  get  repetition  of  the  first  impression.  The 
pupil  can  get  the  maximum  effect  in  the  shortest  time,  because 
of  the  clearer  vividness,  and  because  of  the  personal  privacy  of 
the  pupil's  seeing.  The  world  is  shut  out  for  the  time.  The 
pupil  yields  to  no  other  appeal  than  the  pictures.  A  business- 
man appreciates  this  efficiency  by  concentration.  So  must  the 
man  who  means  business  in  education.  So  we  conclude  there 
should  be  a  rich  supply  of  picture  material  readily  accessible ;  it 
should  be  individually  studied  in  an  adequate  amount  of  time. 

THB  JKEASONS   FOB   UlTPBODUOTIVITY. 

The  business-man  seeks  for  in^ciency  diligently  and  finds  it 
quickly.  Teachers  and  educators  should  also.  They  know  that 
pictures  Ate  intended  to  awaken  interest  (whatever  that  may  be) 
in  every  individual  But  upon  what  does  a  maximum  of  interest 
depend  ?  We  know  that  in  part  it  depends  on  the  bri^tness  and 
other  attractiveness  of  the  picture.  That  is,  it  catdies  our  at- 
tention. But  a  deeper  interest  depends  upon  this  transient^ 
almost  passive,  attention  becoming  active  and  lasting.  Beal  in- 
terest has  not  only  attention,  but  also  a  sensation  of  nearness,  of 
intimacy  with  the  picture,  to  enjoy  it,  to  feel  it,  to  think  it,  to 
erne's  satisfaction*  Now  it  is  evident  that  teachers  do  not  secure 
this  more  mature,  vital,  energetic,  interest,  unless  they  use  the 
teaching-power  of  pictures  to  the  utmost.  Let  us  recall  the  earlier 
remark  about  scant  unproductivity  of  some  ways  of  using  pictures. 
The  teaching  then  described  economized  in  minutes,  words,  steps, 
and  yet  for  it  got  only  a  moment  of  fleeting,  passive,  inclination 
to  be  interested.  This  is  the  moment  of  inefficiency.  The  effi- 
cient use  of  a  picture  changes  inclination  to  an  intensified,  pro- 
longed pleasurable  mental  activity.  I  have  noticed  in  the  pupil's 
use  of  the  stereoscope  we  get  these  results  in  the  maximum.    It 
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arouses  curiosity,  attention,  and  converts  it  into  prolonged  perma- 
nent interest 

SIX  FORMS  OF  EFFICIENCY  OFTEN  OVERLOOKED. 

1.  Self  Education  is  the  Best  Education.  It  is  true  in  the 
use  of  pictures.  Stevenson  said  truly  "the  best  education  is  a 
finger  pointed", — the  child  does  all  the  rest  But  this  finger 
should  keep  pointing.  The  inclination  to  be  interested  must  be 
directed  again  and  again  as  one  thing  is  mastered.  Let  us  apply 
this  principle  to  teaching  by  pictures.  In  the  600  views  in  a 
stereograph  set  we  have  a  large  and  varied  amount  of  material 
in  the  most  efficient  form  possible,  i.  e.,  catalogued  with  cross 
references  for  every  school  subject,  and  with  suggestive  ways  of 
using  by  the  teacher  and  pupils.  The  teacher  simply  points  the 
finger,  let  us  say  to  the  stereoscope,  it  points  (a  thousand  times) 
to  the  pictures ;  one  picture  points  to  another ;  each  picture  points 
to  inquiry;  inquiry  points  to  reading  the  matter  supplied  on  the 
picture,  and  then  to  other  book  matter;  reading  points  to  knowing; 
knowing  points  to  self  expression,  i  e.,  reflection,  speaking,  ex- 
plaining to  others ;  altogether  they  point  to  self  development,  the 
true  course  of  all  real  education.  This  is  wholly  different  from 
the  old  chance  display  of  such  pictures  as  the  teacher  chanced  to 
possess.  Here  we  have  the  business-man's  theory  of  efficiency 
actually  accomplished. 

2.  Theeb  is  an  Efficiency  Thbouoh  Division  of  Labob. 
There  is  a  familiar  quotation  from  Charles  Lamb  to  the  effect  that 
the  school  master  needed  to  know  a  little  of  everything.  In  these 
later  years  we  have  inferred  that  therefore,  he  should  do  a  little 
of  everything.  He  should  perhaps  photograph  his  own  views  on 
his  own  journeys  around  the  world,  make  his  own  slides,  collect 
his  own  prints,  use  them  in  hiB  own  hit  or  miss  wayl  This  is 
deli^tful  freedom  theoretically,  but  the  worst  slAvery,  actually, 
and  the  worst  economy.  It  ends  in  great  waste  of  effort  Both 
efficiency  and  economy  lead  sdiool  authorities  to  provide  (a) 
suitable  coUections  of  illustrated  material,  (b)  adequate  appara- 
tus to  display  it  individually,  (c)  the  clearest  and  best  methods 
that  experience  has  given*  The  teacher  should  be  left  to  his  spe- 
cial work  of  teaching.  Others  should  provide  the  pictures  and 
the  methods.    Ko  business  office  or  factory  can  be  efficient  with- 
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out  such  division  of  labor.  Neither  can  school  rooms.  Fortu- 
nately we  have  no  reason  to  delay  such  a  division  of  labor  in 
the  schools^  except  the  question  of  expense.  But  this  purchase  of 
illustrative  material  by  the  school  authorities  is  the  only  true 
economy,  just  as  it  is  in  the  purchase  of  text  books.  The  teachers 
should  no  more  be  expected  to  provide  adequate  picture  material 
than  to  furnish  an  adequate  supply  of  books.  We  shall  not  get 
efficiency  till  we  secure  this  division  of  labor. 

3.  There  is  an  Efficiency  Thbough  the  Economy  of 
Neeve  Fokoe.  Whenever  a  thing  is  done  in  an  imperfectly  or- 
ganized manner  we  get  a  loss  from  wear  and  tear.  So  teachers, 
with  ^mall  supply  of  material  and  inefficient  skill  in  their  method, 
must  be  constantly  working  disconnectedly,  and  so  under  strain. 
The  wear  and  waste  of  nerve  force  in  both  teacher  and  pupil 
through  ill  adjustments  already  mentioned  is  enormous.  This  waste 
of  nerve  force  may  be  stopped  easily  by  securing  efficiency  through 
careful  organization  for  the  work  to  be  done.  It  is  impossible  to  cal- 
culate what  might  be  accomplished  in  schools  if  the  nerve  force 
of  teachers  and  pupils,  now  wasted,  were  conserved  and  put  to 
constructive  uses.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  call  of  the 
school  to  children,  if  teachers  were  regularly  strong,  steady,  cheer- 
ful, well-balanced,  that  is,  had  their  nerve  force  conserved  to  the 
utmost.  The  ill  adjustment  in  teaching  by  pictures  is  only  one, 
and  is  easily  remedied. 

4.  These  is  an  Efficienoy  Thbough  Self-Dibeoted  Suc- 
cess, We  know  that  what  we  really  accomplish  by  our  own  self-di- 
rected effort — initiative,  will,  wit,  power — reacts  mistily  on  our 
power  to  do  again.  We  all  know  the  tonic  of  success.  So  a  picture, 
found  by  the  pupil,  thought  about,  applied  to  his  learning  by  the 
pupil  himself,  is  vastly  more  educative  to  him  than  being  driven 
before  a  picture,  or  a  series  of  pictures,  and  told  to  see  this  and 
that  It  is  here  that  the  ready  supply  of  a  large  number  of 
pictures  placed  conveniently  at  the  pupil's  disposal,  helpfully 
classified,  tempts  him  to  this  self-directed  use  of  the  pictures. 
This  is  ^e  best  of  all  uses.  This  tonic  of  self-directed  success 
gives  great  vigor  of  attach  on  other  kinds  of  school  worh.  What 
would  every  teacher  be  willing  to  give  for  a  liberal  amount  of  this 
vigor  of  attack  by  pupils!  It  makes  a  sickly  school  healthy, 
speaking  pedagogicaUy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i^6  Education  for  November 

5.  These  is  a  Valued  Efficiency  Through  Recall.  I  have 
spoken  of  the  efficiency  that  secures  an  immediate  result,  or  inter- 
est. I  wish  now  to  suggest  a  subtler,  but  more  valuable  result  that 
makes  for  efficient  living  in  school  and  out.  We  hear  much  about 
suggestion  in  schools  and  business  advertisements.  We  often 
hear  ^^that  reminds  me."  This  is  what  the  pupil  is  oonstantlj 
saying  as  he  engages  in  a  systematic  picture  study  in  the  ri^t 
way.  The  first  pictures,  if  efficiently  used,  become  a  permanent 
part  of  the  subconscious  possession  of  a  pupil.  As  the  later  pic- 
tures come  along,  each  illustrating  its  own  lesson,  they  will  re- 
call much  of  the  early  pictures  in  one  way  or  another.  New  asso- 
ciations are  thus  made,  and  the  new  vivid  knowledge  and  the  new 
experiences  of  the  growing  child  are  thus  related  as  they  increase.. 
They  are  knit  together  with  the  most  vivid,  real,  and  self-inter- 
ested associations.  This  recall  is  the  best  method  of  review.  And 
it  becomes  a  good  habit  in  adult  life.  For  instance,  a  mechanic 
reading  today  of  the  Chinese  Republic  recaUs  the  associative 
pictures  of  China  he  saw  in  the  school  room.  The  power  of  recaU 
depends  upon  frequent  and  systematic  enriching  of  the  mind  with 
pictures,  hence  the  need  of  a  large  supply.  But  the  habit  of 
recall  in  later  life  depends  upon  the  efficient  practice  of  recall 
in  the  early  sdiool  years.  In  this  we  have  a  valuable  asset,  but 
we  cannot  efficiently  use  it  without  that  liberal  supply  of  pic- 
tures, that  constant  personal  use,  that  individual  interest,  which 
come  from  self-directed  effort. 

6.  Thebe  is  Efficiency  in  Community  Life.  The  group  life 
is  such  in  thought  today.  Education  feels  it,  prepares  for  it. 
Does  picture-teaching  do  its  part  in  this  ?  If  not,  it  is  inefficient 
The  (iild  having  felt  the  picture,  really  got  its  power,  wants  to 
talk  it — ^to  his  class-mates,  to  his  parents.  He  can  not  help  it. 
The  imagination,  touched  by  the  picture^welr,  must  express  it- 
self, if  not  creatively,  then  reproductively.  So  the  pupil  teaches 
the  class  from  the  picture,  explains  what  it  means  to  him.  He 
takes  a  few  pictures  home  and  the  pleasure  spreads  and  doubles 
as  the  family  becomes  interested.  This  is  sharing  with  others. 
They  want  more.  When  the  pictures  are  all  seen,  there  are  the 
lantern  slides,  there  is  the  school  lantern  in  the  school  hall.  There 
is  the  social  evening  of  the  neighborhood  as  they  gather,  old  and 
young,  to  see  the  pictures  of  the  world's  famous  scenes  and  indus- 
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tries.  That  purchased  600  school  set  of  pictures  is  still  economi- 
cal, it  is  still  using  its  teaching  power.  It  is  teaching  the  com- 
munity to  substitute  higher  interests  and  pleasures  for  lower,  to 
mix  with  and  like  other  peoples  of  the  community,  to  learn  to 
<XK)perate  with  them  for  mutual  gain.  Not  only  this,  but  parents 
are  again  brought  into  living  connection  with  the  school  and  with 
their  children.  Social  centers  are  rapidly  increasing  and  are  a 
great  hope  for  civic  betterment  But  the  financial  support  of 
the  social  center  is  often  the  big  problem.  Perhaps  no  more 
thrifty  way  can  be  found  than  by  the  triple  use  of  the  money  in- 
vested in  the  set  of  illustrative  material,  namely,  individual  self 
instruction,  class  instruction,  conmiunity  instruction.  Social 
centers  can  no  more  afford  to  do  without  sets  of  illustrative  ma- 
terial— pictures  and  lantern  slides — ^than  they  can  ever  present 
music  players. 

SUMMABY. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  pictures:  First,  the  varied  collection 
that  a  teacher  makes  in  many  ways  such  as  post  cards,  photo- 
graphs, cuts^  illustrations  from  magazines  and  newspapers.  The 
teaching  power  of  these  depends  upon  (1)  Their  vride  range  and 
careful  selection  for  their  work;  (2)  Adequate  opportunity  of 
each  pupil  to  see  near  to;  (3)  Adequate  time  to  get  interested 
in  it  in  his  own  individual  way ;  (4)  Opportunity  to  repeat  and 
deepen  the  impression  as  often  as  he  desires;  (5)  A  simple,  con- 
venient classification  (by  some  envelope  system)  by  which  the 
children  can  personally  learn  to  help  themselves  to  pictures; 
(6)  Such  picture  study  as  the  teacher  can  direct  or  pupils  inspire. 
It  is  obvious  that  at  best  this  chance  collection  is  ineffective  in 
each  of  the  six  ways.  The  number  will  b^  small,  the  range  only 
as  wide  as  the  teacher's  interest,  the  selection  only  as  good  as 
the  teacher's  taste.  Adequate  individual  time  and  opportunity 
will  vary  with  the  teacher's  mood  and  rush  of  work.  The  classi- 
fication, if  any,  will  be  peculiarly  the  teacher's  and  not  usable 
by  the  dass.  Fortunately  we  have  on  the  market*  avail- 
able at  moderate  cost,  collections  of  pictures  of  the 
widest  range,  most  carefully  chosen  by  experts  for  school 
purposes.     They  are  most  plainly  and  helpfully  classified  for 
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eaoh  school  subject.  A  child  can  make  his  way  among  them. 
Hence  a  pupil  can  greatly  assist  the  teacher  in  getting  her  pic- 
ture material  ready  and  often  in  teaching  from  it  As  already 
pointed  out^  the  method  is  .correct  because  a  result  of  wide  teach- 
ing by  many  teachers.  The  method  is  personal,  securing  to  the 
pupil  adequate  vision,  time,  maximum  of  interest,  study,  reflec- 
tion, expression.  They  are  efficient  in  some  special  ways  also, 
namely,  (1)  Self  Education;  (2)  Division  of  Labor;  (3)  Econ- 
omy of  Nerve  Force;  (4)  Efficiency  Through  Recall;  (5) 
Through  New  Community  Living;  (6)  Through  the  Tonic  of 
Self-Directed  Effort. 
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Maud  E.  Kingsley. 

1.  Enumerate  those  characteristics  which  class  Enoch  Arden  as  an 
'Idyll/^  How  would  you  classify  this  poem  if  you  were  unfamiliar 
with  the  word  "IdylV'f 

2.  Tell  the  story  of  the  poem  in  500  words.  What  other  endings  to 
the  story  would  have  been  possible  ?   Which  would  you  have  preferred  ? 

3.  What  kind  of  life  do  the  scenes  of  this  story  depict  ?  Show  that 
the  style  and  treatment  of  the  poem  are  in  accordance  with  the  subject 
and  atmosphere  of  the  story. 

4.  Describe  the  life  of  Enoch  and  Annie  during  the  seven  years  of 
their  marriage.  Describe  the  coming  of  misfortune  and  Enoch's  re- 
flections as  he  sees  himself  helpless. 

5.  How  is  Enoch's  prayer,  "Save  them  from  this^  whatever  comes 
to  me/^  answered? 

6.  At  what  point  in  the  poem  does  the  tragedy  of  the  story  begin? 
Describe  the  part  played  by  Philip  at  this  juncture. 

7.  Describe  the  circumstances  under  which  Annie  marries  Philip. 
Do  the  scenes  connected  with  this  episode  seem  to  you  convincing  and 
satisfactory?  How  would  you  have  presented  this  part  of  the  story? 
What  traite  of  character  in  Philip  and  Annie  do  these  lines  reveal  ? 

_§.    Where  was  Enoch  meanwhile?    Describe  Ms  occupation  and  his 
reflections  as  he  pursued  his  trade.    Describe  the  shipwreck. 

9.  Eeproduce  Tennyson's  sketch  of  the  island  of  ^^etemal  summer.- ' 
Show  that  with  this  one  exception,  the  nature  pictures  of  Enoch  Arden 
have  all  been  in  keeping  with  the  simple  theme  of  the  poem. 

10.  Beproduce  Tennyson's  description  of  Enoch  Arden's  return. 
What  impression  does  this  scene  make  upon  you  ?  Cite  lines  to  verify 
the  criticism  of  Note  14. 

11.  "There  came  so  loud  a  calling  of  the  sea/' — ^Relate  that  portion 
of  the  stoiT  which  this  line  suggests  to  you.  What  is  meant  by  the  ex- 
pression,   the  calling  of  the  sea"? 

12.  In  an  earlier  poem  embodying  this  same  story,  the  solitary.mar- 
iner  makes  himself  known  to  his  wife  and  her  husband,  gives  them  his 
blessing,  and  returns  to  his  seafaring  life.  Which  is  the  more  effective 
treatment  of  the  situation,  Tennyson's  or  that  of  the  earlier  ballad? 

13.  Ought  Enoch  to  have  marred  Annie's  happiness  by  making 
known  to  her,  at  last,  his  return?    Discuss  this  question. 

14.  "The  blank  verse  of  the  poem  is  natural,  quiet,  homely;  often 
conversational  in  its  simplicity;  once  it  reaches  tragic  intensity;  and 
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once  is  elevated  to  grandeur/*    Verify  this  critieiflm  by  citations  from 
the  poem. 

15.  Point  out  tiie  sea  pictures  of  the  poem,  quoting  the  lines.  Enu- 
merate those  descriptive  passages  from  the  entire  poem  which  seem 
to  you  most  beautiful.    Which  one  of  these  seems  to  you  best  of  all? 

16.  It  is  said  that  ^^every  aspect  of  nature  in  the  first  nine  lines 
of  the  poem  suggests  some  scene  in  the  tragedy  to  follow.''  Verify  this 
statement 

17.  Give  character  sketches  of  Annie  and  Philip.  Had  Annie  been 
s  stronger  and  more  heroic  character,  what  changes  would  have  been 
made  in  the  working  out  of  the  story? 

18.  Relate  in  order  those  incidents  of  the  story  which  develop  the 
•character  of  Enoch  Arden. 

19.  Give  reasons  why  you  think  ''Enoch  Arden'*  has  been  chosen  as 
A  poem  to  be  studied  in  school.    Prove  each  of  your  statements. 

20.  Make  a  list  of  the  long  poems  (over  500  lines  in  length)  which 
you  have  read  in  your  school  English.  How  does  Enoch  Arden  differ 
from  these  (1)  as  regards  subject;  (2)  as  regards  setting;  (3)  as  re- 
^rds  meter. 
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The  following  interesting  correspondence  speaks  for  itself,  and 
will  cause  faster  heart-beats  in  the  breast  of  every  high-minded 
teacher  and  school  ofScial  who  reads  it.  It  is  a  matter  for  pride  and 
professional  congratulation  that  education  is  now  a  business  com- 
manding the  life  services  of  men  and  wom^i  of  the  highest  char- 
acter and  the  greatest  talent.  Educators  such  as  Dr.  Maxwell  dignify 
the  calUng  and  make  it  attractive  to  younger  men  and  women  of 
ability  and  ambition.  We  consider  his  letter  to  Mr.  Churchill  one 
of  the  greatest  educational  documents  of  the  year.  Its  influence  will 
be  wide  spread  and  permanent. 

The  Correspondence  — 

The  Board  of  Education 

The  City  of  New  York 

Office  of  the  President 

500  Park  Avenue 

September  17,  1913. 
Dr.  William  H.  Maxwell, 
City  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
500  Park  avenue.  New  York  City, 
Dear  Sir: 

I  have  been  advised  that  you  and  various  other  officials  in  the  De- 
partment of  Education  have  been  called  upon  to  attend  some  inquiry 
regarding  the  departmental  estimate  for  the  ensuing  year  in  the 
ITnited  Charities  Buildings  under  the  auspices  of  certain  outside 
organizations. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  not  been  requested  to  give  authority 
for  the  conference  with  its  subordinates :  nor  do  I  see  that  it  is  proper 
for  officials  to  be  absent  from  their  work  for  such  a  purpose.  Any 
courtesy  than  can  be  accorded  should  be  shown  to  any  citizen  who 
desires  to  get  information  as  to  the  finances  or  other  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  Board  of  Education,  but  the  proper  place  for  inquiry  is 
at  the  Hall  of  the  Board  at  Fifty-ninth  street  and  Park  avenue. 

You  are  therefore  requested  not  to  attend  this  conference  and  to 
direct  the  superintendents  or  other  officers  immediately  imder  your 
direction  that  no  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  request  to  appear 
at  such  conference  unless  the  Board  of  Education,  or  its  President 
grants  permission. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  T.  W.  Chubohill, 
President. 
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Department  of  Education 

The  City  of  New  York 

Office  of 

The  City  Superintendent  of  Schools 

500  Park  Avenue 

19th  September,  1913. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  17th  September,  in  which  you  say : 
'T[  have  been  advised  that  you  and  various  other  oflBcials  in  the  De- 
partment of  Education  have  been  called  upon  to  attend  some  inquiry 
regarding  the  departmental  estimate  for  the  ensuing  year  in  the 
ITnited  Charities  Building,  under  the  auspices  of  certain  outside 
organizations.'^ 

You  evidently  refer  to  a  conference  on  the  educational  budget,  which 
is  to  be  held  on  Monday^  22nd  September,  on  the  invitation  of  the, 
Public  Education  Association. 

The  vital  part  of  your  letter  is  contained  in  the  following  sen- 
tence: 

^TTou  are  therefore  requested  not  to  attend  this  conference,  and 
to  direct  the  superintendents  or  other  oflBcers  immediately  under 
your  direction  that  no  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  request  to 
appear  at  such  conference  unless  the  Board  of  Education,  or  its 
President,  grants  permission.'* 

In  reply  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  have  received  and  have  accepted 
an  invitation  to  be  present  at  this  conference.  It  has  ever  been  my 
pleasure  and  pride  to  carry  out  a  request  preferred  by  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  I  cannot  recall  that  ever  before  in 
an  experience  of  thiriy-one  years  have  I  felt  constrained  not  to 
accede  to  such  a  request.  In  this  case,  however,  I  feel  justified  in 
reaching  a  decision  not  in  accord  with  your  views.  I  have  ever  re- 
garded it  as  part,  mdeed  a  large  part,  of  my  duiy  as  a  public  officer,, 
to  give  information  regarding  the  schools  and  their  work  to  any 
citizen  or  any  body  of  citizens  who  asked  for  it,  to  defend  publicly 
their  work,  their  administration,  and  my  own  actions  against  unjust^ 
attack,  and  to  profit  by  just  criticism  and  opportune  suggestion.  It 
is  in  pursuance  of  this  policy  that  I  have  in  the  past  attended  public 
meetings  to  consider  educational  questions,  that  I  have  accepted 
the  invitation  of  the  Public  Education  Association  for  22nd  Septem- 
ber, and  that  I  purpose  to  continue  to  attend  such  meetings. 

You  request  further  that  I  "direct  the  superintendents  or  other 
officers  immediately  under  your  (my)  direction  that  no  attention 
should  be  paid  to  tiie  request  to  appear  at  such  conference/'  I  regret 
exceedingly  that  I  cannot  comply  with  this  request.  I  do  not  find, 
either  in  ttie  law  or  in  the  By-laws  of  the  Board  of  Education,  that 
any  authority  has  been  conferred  on  the  City  Superintendent  of 
Schools  to  "direct"  his  colleagues  as  to  their  attendance  on  outside 
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meetings.  Even  if  such  authority  had  been  conferred  on  the  City 
Superintendent,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  my  ideas  of  the  cour- 
tesy that  ought  to  prevail  among  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  ^^direcf* 
my  colleagues  to  pay  "no  attention"  to  an  invitation  from  any  repu- 
table body  of  citizens  to  participate  in  a  conference.  I  conceive  it 
to  bt  the  duty  of  all  teachers  to  set  to  the  youth  of  our  city  an 
example  of  appropriate  courtesy  in  the  ordinary  intercourse  of  life. 
Such  courtesy  is  due  to  all  men  and  women  of  whatever  estate.  It 
certainly  should  not  be  lacking  toward  the  Public  Education  Asso- 
ciation, composed,  as  it  is,  of  men  and  women  who  have  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  our  public  schools,  and  who  have  done  so  much  to  aid 
every  worthy  effort  for  their  advancement  and  to  defeat  every  attempt 
at  their  injury. 

But  there  is.  a  still  stronger  reason  why  the  City  Superintendent 
should  not  "direct^*  oflBcers  "immediately  under  his  direction"  not 
to  attend  conferences.  When  a  man  becomes  an  officer  in  the  public 
education  service,  he  loses  none  of  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen. 
Free  speech  is  one  of  those  rights.  I  have  too  keen  a  sense  of  the 
limitations  of  my  official  authority,  and  too  profound  a  regard  for 
the  institutions  of  my  country,  to  attempt  to  interfere  with  tiie  right 
of  free  speech,  even  at  the  request  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 

Bespeotfully  yours, 
(Signed)  William  H.  Maxwell, 

City  Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Hon.  Thomas  W.  Churchill, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Education. 


Approximately  one-third  of  the  14,000  secondary  schools  in  the 
United  States  are  on  a  list  of  accredited  schools  just  issued  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education.  The  list,  which  was  compiled' 
by  Dr.  Kendric  C.  !^bcock,  formerly  of  the  Bureau  of  Education, 
now  Dean  of  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts  at  the  University  of  Illinois, 
is  intended  mainly  as  a  guide  to  school  and  college  officers  in  ad- 
mitting students  from  other  states  to  advanced  high-school  standing 
or  to  college,  but  incidentally  reveals  the  marked  improvement  that 
has  re«entiy  taken  place  in  secondary  education  in  the  United  States. 

The  Bureau  list  has  been  made  up  chiefly  from  the  various  cer- 
tification lists  maintained  by  the  States,  but  where  the  State  officials 
print  lists  of  high  schools  of  different  grades,  only  the  schools  of 
first  rank  are  included.  The  general  principles  of  selection  are  that 
the  school  shall  offer  the  "14  or  15  points^'  necessary  for  admission  to  a 
standard  college  or  university,  each  point  representing  a  subject 
studied  for  a  year;  that  the  curriculum  represents  4  years  of  36 
or  more  weeks  each;  that  at  least  3  teachers  give  their  whole  time 
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to  high  school  work;  that  courses  of  science  include  satisfactory  lab- 
oratory work;  and  that  the  school  keeps  up  an  adequate  library  and 
laboratory  equipment. 

Both  public  and  private  secondary  schools  are  represented  on  the 
list,  names  of  private  schools  being  printed  in  italics  to  distinguish 
them  from  the  others.  Great  care  has  been  taken  to  see  that  the 
names  and  addresses  are  accurate,  but  warning  is  given  that  ^^ists 
such  as  these  are  bound  to  be  out  of  date  in  a  short  time,  and 
credentials  of  earlier  years  from  many  of  the  schools  listed  should 
be  received  with  caution.^'  In  some  States  credentials  issued  before 
1910  require  special  scrutiny,  according  to  Dr.  Babcock,  since  high 
school  development  in  those  states  is  a  matter  of  the  past  two  or 
three  years. 

The  need  for  a  list  of  accredited  secondary  schools  has  become 
especially  evident  in  the  frequent  movements  of  families  for  resi- 
dence from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another.  A  thousand  miles 
counts  for  little  nowadays,  say  the  Bureau  ofScials.  The  principal 
of  the  Los  Angeles  High  School  or  the  r^istration  oflScers  of  the 
University  of  Chicago  are  likely  at  any  time  to  have  to  pass  on  the 
standards  and  standing  of  secondary  schools  in  Maiden,  Mass.,  Sum- 
ter, S.  C,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  or  Billings,  Mont.  There  are  rapid 
changes  in  high  schools,  and  widely  varying  types  of  schools,  from 
the  extreme  classical  to  the  extreme  vocational.  Hence  the  desira- 
bility of  a  national  list  that  is  a  compilation  of  the  state  or  sectional 
lists. 

The  Bureau^s  list  is  free  for  distribution. 


One  of  the  most  widely  useful  educators  within  the  circle  of  our 
acquaintance  is  Professor  William  A.  McKeever,  until  lately  head 
of  the  Department  of  Philosophy  at  the  State  Agricultural  College  at 
Manhattan,  Elansas.  Professor  McKeever  has  just  been  transferred 
to  the  professorship  of  Child  Welfare  in  th#  University  of  Kansas 
at  Lawrence.  He  has  many  friends  among  the  readers  of  Education 
and  we  know  that  they  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  this  promotion  which 
will  give  Professor  McKeever  more  time  and  opportunity  for  doing 
the  real  well-fare  work  for  which  he  is  so  well  fitted.  His  "Home 
Training  Bulletins,^^  nine  in  number,  have  had  a  very  wide  influence. 
Their  titles  are  as  follows: 

The  Cigarette  Smoking  Boy.  Teaching  the  Boy  to  Save.  Training 
the  Girl  to  Help  in  the  Home.  Assisting  the  Boy  in  the  Choice  of  a 
Vocation.  A  Better  Crop  of  Boys  and  Girls.  Training  the  Boy  to 
Work.  Teaching  the  Girl  to  Save.  Instructing  the  Young  in  Re- 
gard to  Sex.  The  Boj^s  Vacation  Employment.  The  next  to  be 
issued  will  be  on  'Teaching  the  Child  to  Play.'' 
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A  new  departnre  in  evening  school  work,  of  more  than  local 
significance,  has  been  inaugurated  in  Philadelphia  and  is  described 
as  follows  in  a  bulletin  issued  by  the  promoters  of  the  movement : 

Representatives  from  the  Y/  M.  C.  A.,  Drexel  Institute,  Franklin 
Institute,  School  of  Industrial  Art,  Spring  Garden  Institute,  Wag- 
ner Institute,  Temple  University,  with  the  Philadelphia  Trades 
School  and  the  evening  public  schools  of  Philadelphia  and  Camden, 
met  together  last  spring  with  the  purpose  of  getting  the  schools 
better  acquainted  with  each  other's  work  and  gaining  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  employers  of  labor.  Later,  in  order  to  avail  itself  of 
the  wide  resources  of  the  Public  Education  Association  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  Conference  organized  as  a  section  of  that  association, 
with  its  own  oflScers,  to  be  known  as  the  "Industrial  and  Technical 
Education  Conference  of  the  Public  Education  Association."  The 
membership  consists  of  educators  and  employers,  and  the  object  is 
the  solution  of  some  of  the  problems  which  arise  in  connection  with 
the  further  training  of  the  young  people  who  are  forced  to  leave 
school  to  go  to  work  before  they  have  completed  their  education. 

This  combination  has  resulted  pnactically  in  bringing  together  all 
the  schools  giving  evening  instruction.  These  schools,  which  are 
semi-private  in  character,  have  gone  so  far  as  to  issue  joint  adver- 
tisements, through  posters  and  through  the  public  press.  These 
posters  have,  wi&  the  consent  of  the  employers,  been  placed  in  evi- 
dence in  all  of  the  large  manufacturing  and  business  establishments. 
Under  the  new  arrangement  the  Public  Education  Association  serves 
as  a  clearing  house  for  information  in  regard  to  industrial  and  tech- 
nical opportunities  offered  in  all  the  schools  throughout  the  city. 

The  co-operation  of  employers  secured  by  the  Conference  has  al- 
ready borne  fruit.  Some  industrial  establishments  have  offered  to 
pay  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  tuition  for  any  of  their  employees  who 
desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  high  grade  instruction  offered  by  the 
various  technical  schools  which  have  joined  the  Conference.  Others 
are  organizing  night  classes  in  their  own  shops,  and  skilled  workmen 
are  coming  from  Harrisburg,  Trenton,  Wilmington  and  other  dis- 
tant points,  to  secure  training  in  their  own  lines  of  employment. 
One  of  the  functions  of  the  "Educational  Conference"  is  to  arrange 
for  lower  rates  of  carfare  for  those  who  are  compelled  to  travel  long 
distances  to  secure  the  advantages  offered. 

An  important  result  of  the  Conference  was  a  meeting  held  on  Mon- 
day evening,  September  22,  of  all  municipal  employees  in  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  interests  of  advanced  education.  The  object  was .  to 
bring  to  the  attention  of  the  men  employed  in  the  various  departments 
of  the  city,  the  means  by  which  they  may  equip  themselves  for  posi- 
tions of  greater  efficiency  and  higher  responsibility.  The  opportu- 
nities now  oftered  were  presented  in  brief  addresses  by  the  heads  of 
the  departments  and  the  officers  of  the  Conference,  and  by  means 
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of  informal  discussion  with  employees,  suggestions  were  obtained 
as  to  the  possibilities  of  enlarging  the  field  so  as  more  fully  to  meet 
their  needs. 

Numerous  problems  developed  in  connection  with  evening  educa- 
tion in  its  relation  to  municipal  servide.  For  instance,  there  are  at 
present  no  classes  held  for  men  on  day  and  night  shifts,  as  no  school 
could  afford  to  provide  shifting  class  periods  for  two  or  three  men. 
But  through  the  Conference,  whenever  a  group  of  men  from  any 
city  department  have  similar  educational  needs  and  similar  shifts, 
they  will  be  provided  for  in  the  Conference  school  most  central  for 
them. 

Thus  through  the  medium  of  the  Conference  a  distinct  advance  is 
being  made  toward  bringing  about  the  solution  of  the  problems  which 
can  be  accomplished,  not  only  by  the  co-operation  of  the  employer 
and  the  school,  but  of  the  various  educational  institutions  as  welL 


A  valuable  ^Tact  Book'^  of  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  has 
been  issued  and  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Conventions  and  Societies,  Exposition  Building,  San  Francisco,  CaL 
There  is  much  in  this  little  book  that  would  be  of  value  for  reference 
in  the  geography  classes  in  our  public  schools.  In  fact,  good  use  can 
be  made  by  teachers,  of  the  press  notes,  advertisements,  magazine 
articles  etc.  that  will  be  called  out  by  the  great  Exposition  of  1915. 


The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  bulletins  thus  far  issued 
by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1913.  Any  of 
them  may  be  had  free  of  charge  by  applying  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Education. 

No.    1.  Monthly  record  of  current  educational  publications,  Janu- 
ary, 1913. 
No.    2.  Training  courses  for  rural  teachers.    A.  C.  Monahan  and 

B.  H.  Wright. 

No.    3.  The  teaching  of  modem  languages  in  the  United  States. 

C.  H.  Handschin. 

No.  4.*  Present  standards  of  higher  education.  George  Edwin  Mac- 
Lean. 

No.  5.  Monthly  record  of  current  educational  publications,  Febru- 
ary, 1913. 

No.  6.  Agricultural  instruction  in  high  schools.  C.  H.  Eobison 
and  F.  B.  Jenks. 

No.    7.  College  entrance  requirements.     Clarence  D.  Kingsley. 

No.    8.  The  status  of  rural  education.    A.  C.  Monahan. 

No.    9.  Consular  reports  on  continuation  schools  in  Prussia. 

Nq.  10.  Monthly  record  of  current  educational  publications,  March, 
1913. 
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No.  11.  Monthly  record  of  cnrrent  educational  publications,  April, 
1913. 

No.  12.  The  promotion  of  peace.     Fannie  Pern  Andrews. 

No.  13.  Standards  for  measuring  efficiency  of  schools.  G.  D.  Strayer. 

No.  14.  Agricultural  instruction  in  secondary  schools. 

No.  15.  Monthly  record  of  current  educational  publications.  May, 
1913. 

No.  16.  Bibliography  of  medical  inspection  and  health  supervision. 

No.  17.  A  trade  school  for  girls. 

No.  18.  Congress  on  hygiene  and  demography.    Fletcher  B.  Bresslar. 

No.  19.  German  industrial  education.  Hoimes  Beckwitiu 

No.  20.  Illiteracy  in  the  United  States. 

No.  21.  Monthly  record  of  current  educational  publications,  June, 
1913. 

No.  22.  Biblii^praphy  of  industrial,  vocational,  and  trade  education. 

No.  23.  The  Georgia  Club.    E.  C.  Branson. 

No.  24.  Education  in  Germany  and  the  United  States.  G.  Kerschen- 
steiner. 

No.  25.  Industrial  Education  in  Columbus,  Ga.    B.  B.  DanieL 

No.  26.  Good  roads  arbor  day.    Susan  B.  Sipe. 

No.  27.  Prison  schools.    A.  C.  HilL 

No.  28.  Expressions  on  education  by  American  statesmen  and  pub- 
licists. 

No.  29.  Accredited  secondary  schools  in  the  United  States.  K.  C. 
Babcock. 

No.  30.  Education  in  the  South. 

No.  31  Special  features  in  city  school  systems. 

No.  32.  Educational  survey  of  Montgomery  County,  Md. 

No.  33.  Monthly  record  of  current  educational  publications,  Sep- 
tember, 1913. 

No.  34.  Pension  systems  in  Great  Britain.    B.  W.  Sies. 

No.  35.  A  list  of  books  suited  to  a  high  school  library. 
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Foreign  Notes 

Studibb  of  Most  Worth.  In  ilie  present  aeal  for  yocational  train- 
ilig  it  is  well  to  recall,  from  time  to  time,  the  uses  of  philosophy  and 
literature,  the  two  branches  of  human  knowledge  which  are  a  sealed 
treasure  to  the  unlettered  man.  The  truths  which  they  hold  and  their 
power  to  shape  thought  and  opinion  were  strikingly  illustrated  by  the 
address  of  Lord  Haldane,  Chancellor  of  England  before  the  meeting 
of  the  American  Bar  Association  at  Montreal.  It  was  to  Fichte  that 
Lord  Haldane  turned  for  the  definition  of  "Sittlichkeit^^  under  which 
caption  he  discussed  those  fixed  ethical  habits  in  a  community  which 

S've  to  law  its  compelling  sanction.    It  was  from  Benan  that  he  took 
s  definition  of  nationality,  and  it  was  from  Plato  that  he^  drew  the 
noblest  illustration  of  a  ''good  citizen^\ 


Swedish  Sohooi^  Judged  by  a  Prussiak. — ^A  professor  in  a  Prus- 
sian school  recently  visited  Sweden  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the 
school  system.  In  GR)teborg  he  was  impressed  with  the  manual  Gain- 
ing instruction  as  well  as  with  that  in  other  branches  of  study.  He 
was  also  greatly  interested  in  the  social  work  of  the  schools,  such  as 
school  lunches,  school  baths,  summer  colonies,  etc.  This  candid  visitor 
expressed  the  opinion  that  as  regards  practical  results  the  Swedish 
school  is  superior  to  the  Prussian.  This  he  attributed  to  the  excellent 
character,  both  physical  and  spiritual,  of  the  Swedish  students. 
Furthermore,  he  said  ''you  fortunate  Swedes  do  not  know  what  it 
means  to  have  political  parties  fight  each  other  over  school  questions.'^ 


Training  Course  for  Special  Teachers. — ^Although  Germany  is 
already  well  supplied  with  continuation  and  trade  schools,  additions 
are  constantly  being  made  to  the  number,  and  improvements  in  those 
tiiat  exist;  at  every  stage  of  progress  new  efforts  are  expended  on  the 
teaching  staff. 

A  circular  issued  in  September  of  last  year  by  the  Ministry  of  Trade 
and  Commerce  to  the  Presidents  of  all  the  Provinces  included  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Prussia,  set  forth  that,  subject  to  the  necessary  funds 
being  voted,  it  was  intended  to  institute  a  course  of  training  for  teach- 
ers in  indjistrial  continuation  schools  from  the  beginning  of  the  next 
financial  year — ^i.  e.,' after  Easter  1913.  The  money  has  now  been 
voted  and  the  course  will  be  held  in  Berlin,  will  last  one  year,  and  will 
terminate  with  an  examination.  The  subjects  to  be  taught  include 
pedagogy,  witii  special  reference  to  the  organization  and  methods  of  in- 
struction in  continuation  schools,  knowledge  of  business  methods,  cit- 
izenship, and  the  elements  of  technical  drawing. 
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The  Coburg  School  of  Opera,  which  is  becoming  widely  known,  was 
founded  seven  years  ago  by  Baron  von  Horst,  and  is  under  the  protec- 
torate of  the  Dnchess  Maria  of  Saxe-Gotha.  Baroness  von  Horst,  who 
is  the  active  President,  is  an  American,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  D.  J.  Par- 
tello,  who  was  for  many  years  in  the  United  States  Consular  Service 
in  Germany.  The  purpose  of  the  opera  school  is  to  give  singers  a 
thorough  vocal,  operatic,  and  dramatic  training  and  the  opportunity  of 
public  app^irances  in  operatic  and  dramatic  performances,  also  in  con- 
cert, oratories  and  church.  The  reigning  duke,  Carl  Edward  of  Saxe- 
Coburg-Gtotha,  who  is  a  lover  of  music  and  art,  has  placed  the  Royal 
Opera  House,  with  full  orchestra,  chorus,  costumes  and  all  stage 
equipments,  at  the  disposal  of  the  school  for  its  operatic  performances. 


BiBMiNGHAM  Univebsity. — ^Thc  Mining  School  of  the  University 
of  Birmingham  is  especially  important  beoiuse  within  a  radius  of  25 
miles  of  the  city  there  are  some  50,000  miners  and  500  collieries.  The 
course  in  mining  includes  frequent  visits  of  inspection  to  neighboring 
mines  and  a  summer  mining  school  to  be  held  in  the  long  vacation  in 
some  mining  district  either  in  England  or  abroad.  The  school  offers  a 
d^;ree  course  which  requires  three  years,  a  course  in  coal  mining  and 
metal  mining  for  which  a  diploma  is  given,  and  a  less  complete  course 
of  one  year.  There  is  also  a  course  in  petroleum  mining  engineering 
which  extends  over  a  period  of  three  years. 


New  South  Wales. — ^Religious  instruction  in  the  public  schools. — 
The  example  of  New  South  Wales  in  respect  to  religious  instruction 
in  the  public  schools  is  so  constantly  referred  to  that  it  is  well  to  have 
in  mind  the  legal  provision  pertaining  to  this  subject.  In  that  State 
education  is  compulsory  and  the  public  schools  are  free  and  non-secta- 
rian but  they  are  not  completely  secular.  In  addition  to  the  carefully 
compiled  Scripture  lessons  included  in  the  general  program  of  studies, 
provision  is  made  by  which  the  clergymen  of  different  denominations 
are  admitted  to  the  schools  at  appointed  times  to  give  religious  instruc- 
tion to  the  children  of  their  respective  parishes. 


School  Attendance  in  Natal. — The  population  of  Natal,  South 
Africa,  was  1,194,043,  census  of  1911,  of  whom  96,114  were  European 
or  white.  For  the  current  year  the  enrollment  in  the  schools  for  the 
children  of  Europeans  was  11,030  or  11.4  per  cent  of  the  correspond- 
ing population.  Schools  for  Indian  and  colored  children  enrolled  only 
531  pupils. 

Bxtbeau  International  de  Federations  d'Instituteurs. — The 
present  year  is  the  eighth  of  the  existence  of  the  International  Bureau 
of  the  Federation  of  Teachers,  which  has  held  its  successive  annual  re- 
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unions  at  Munich,  Paris,  London,  Prague,  again  at  Paris,  Berlin  and 
Amsterdam.  Out  of  its  activities  grew  also  the  Second  Ijitemational 
Congress  of  Primary  Education  held  at  Paris  in  1910.  The  annual  re- 
pori;  of  the  Bureau  for  1908,  the  first  which  contained  information  as 
to  its  membership,  showed  that  8  National  Federations  were  combined, 
making  an  eflEective  total  of  151,000  members. 

The  report  for  1912  discloses  very  encouraging  progress.  The  num- 
ber of  Federations  comprised  had  reached  18  with  a  total  membership 
of  411,000  members.  Furttiermore  the  Bureau  has  correspondents  in 
four  coimtries  which  it  is  expected  will  furnish  afSliated  members  in 
the  near  future. 

The  present  year  has  also  been  marked  by  great  improvement  in  the 
reports  of  the  affiliated  associations  setting  forth  the  nature  and  pur- 
poses of  their  activities. 

The  president  of  the  Federation  is  Mr.  Charks  Eossignol,  whose 
address  is  rue  du  Houblon  44,  Brussels,  Belgium. 

A.  T.  S. 
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Book  Notices 

HOADLEyS  ESSENTIALS  OP  PHYSICS.  By  George  A.  Hoadley,  C.  E., 
8c.  D.  Professor  of  Physics,  Swarthmore  College.  Cloth,  12mo,  556  pages, 
ivith  558  illustrations  and  diagrams.  Price  $1.25.  American  Book  Com- 
pany, New  York,  Cincinnati,  and  Chicago. 

This  is  the  author's  popular  and  successful  Elements  of  Physics,  enriched 
and  brought  up  to  date.  While  the  subject  matter,  as  a  whole,  is  un- 
changed, the  order  of  topics  in  many  cases  has  been  altered  to  adapt  the 
development  of  the  subject  to  the  habits  of  thought  of  high  school  pupils. 
The  text,  wherever  possible,  has  been  simplified,  moVe  than  fifty  topics 
having  been  amplified,  expanded,  or  reworded.  More  familiar  illustrations 
of  the  topics  treated  are  given.  There  have  been  added  a  number  of  new 
topics,  mostly  in  connection  with  the  recent  advances  in  applied  science. 
The  number  both  of  questions  and  problems  has  been  greatly  increased 
and  the  data  in  these  all  relate  to  actual,  practical,  phjrsical  phenomena. 
ICore  than  one-fifth  of  the  illustrations  in  the  book  are  new,  many  of  the 
pictures  of  apparatus  having  been  redrawn  to  show  modem  forms. 

SOCIAL  ENVntONMENT  AND  MORAL  PROGRESS.  By  Dr.  Alfred  R. 
Wallace,  New  York.    Cassell  k,  Co.    Price,  $1JS5  net. 

Dr.  Wallace  is  a  very  able  scientist  and  has  done  much  to  help  forward 
the  Cause  of  Evolution.  But  he  is  now  ninety  yeans  old,  and  we  cannot 
help  thinking  the  pessimism  of  age  colors  his  statements.  When  he  says 
that  ^our  whole  system  of  society  is  rotten  from  top  to  bottom  and  the 
social  environment  is  the  worst  that  the  world  has  ever  seen,**  we  cannot 
agree  with  him.  He  marshalls  a  good  many  ugly  facts  and  true  state- 
ments to  support  his  contention,  but  it  is  special  pleading.  There  are 
many  other  facts  which  show  that  on  the  whole  the  world  grows  better. 
Still  it  is  well  for  all  optimistically  inclined  to  read  this  book  and  then 
try  to  make  this  old  world  better. 

THE  DRAMA  TODAY.  By  Charlton  Andrews.  J.  B.  lippincott  com- 
pany. 

This  author's  name  is  familiar  to  the  readers  of  Education  as  he  has 
from  time  to  time  contributed  valuable  articles  to  our  pages.  His  book 
will  meet  the  need  for  a  dear  statement  of  the  status  of  the  drama  as  it 
now  is,  upon  the  actual  stage,  not  only  in  our  own  country  but  also 
abroad.  He  calls  the  drama  **a  species  in  the  genus  fiction.**  He  proceeds 
to  study  this  species.  His  chapters  will  aid  the  students  in  schools  and 
colleges;  and  the  *Hheatre-goers**  whose  name  is  legion.  They  have 
never  until  now  had  a  convenient  brief  compendium  describing  the  drama 
as  it  is  presented  today.    His  book  is  a  real  contribution  to  literature. 
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ELEMENTAKY  BIOLOGY,— PLANT,  ANIMAL,  HUMAN.  By  James  Ed- 
ward Peabody,  A.  M.,  Head  of  Dept.  of  Biology,  Morris  High  School,  New 
York  City,  and  Arthur  Ellsworth  Hunt,  Ph.  B.,  Head  of  Dept.  of  Biology, 
Manual  Training  High  School,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  New  York,  The  Macmillan 
Co.       $1.25  net. 

This  is  an  excellent  textbook  for  use  in  either  high  school  or  coll^i^-. 
The  authors  have  aimed  to  relate  plant  and  animal  biology  to  that  of 
mankind,  and  the  result  is  a  book  which  is  at  once  facinating  readlnj^ 
and  eminently  practical.  It  is  finely  illustrated  with  photographs,  draw- 
ings, and  diagrams  and  contains  abundance  of  laboratory  exercises  and 
topics  for  class-room  discussion. 

BUSINESS  AKITHMETICS  FOR  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS.  By  Ernest 
L.  Thurston,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  Dictrict  of  Co- 
lumbia.   New  York,  The  Macmillan  Co.    Price  $1.00  net. 

Mr.  Thurston  believes  that  arithmetic  is  not  merely  a  matter  of  book 
learning,  but  that  it  is  vitally  related  to  pi^tical  every-day  affairs.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  has  produced  a  text  book  of  mathmetics  along  new  lines; 
crammed  full  of  thoroughly  practical  instruction  on  such  subjects  a» 
United  States  money,  postage,  making  change,  measurements,  percentage, 
profit  and  loss,  commercial  discount,  insurance,  taxation,  interest,  loans,, 
savings,  stocks  and  bonds,  bids,  estimates,  etc.  We  recommend  the  book 
as  one  which  will  admirably  equip  the  student  for  the  many  phases  of 
business  life. 

FUNK  &  WAGNALLS  NEW  STANDARD  DICTIONARY.  Extracts  from 
a  critical  review  by  an  eminent  educator  from  Missouri. 

The  New  Standard  Dictionary  just  published  by  the  Funk  A  Wagnalls 
Company  of  New  York  is  a  book  of  things  rather  than  a  book  of  words^ 

The  work  is  a  revision  of  the  Standard  Dictionary  first  issued  in  1894^ 
From  its  publication  the  Standard  Dictionary  has  been  one  of  the  most 
practical  and  most  helpful  among  all  English  dictionaries,  by  reason  of 
its  new  and  original  conception  of  what  a  dictionary  may  and  should  he 
and  can  and  should  do.  Its  aim  was  to  give  information  of  a  practical, 
usable  kind  for  everybody,  and  to  make  that  information  easily  and  in- 
stantly accessible  to  anybody.  The  New  Standard  Dictionary  now  on 
the  market  has  all  the  virtues  of  the  earlier  edition  and  adds  to  thenot 
a  number  of  new  features  which  make  it  beyond  question  the  most  val- 
uable and  usuable  storehouse  of  information  and  instruction  ever  fur- 
nished to  English-speaking  people  in  anything  like  its  compass. 

A  few  of  the  features  which  make  the  New  Standard  Dictionary  wiih- 
out  qualification-  the  best  dictionary  for  world-wide  use  are  considered 
in  the  following  paragraphs. 

1.  Its  Vocabulaby  is  complete.  The  book  records  and  defines  over 
450,000  terms  —  at  least  50,000  more  than  any  other  dictionary  irrespec- 
tive of  size.  The  additional  terms  are  those  brought  into  use  by  the  re- 
cent developments  in  science,  invention,  industries,  commerce,  and  explo- 
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ration,  by  the  recent  changes  in  political  relationships  throughout  the 
world,  by  the  closer  and  quickened  intercourse  between  nation  and  na- 
tion. Newspapers  and  magazines  are  constantly  using  these  terms,  and 
readers  need  to  know  their  pronunciation  and  meaning. 

2.  The  I>EFiNinoN8  in  the  New  Standard  Dictionary  are  in  character 
and  in  form  more  efficient  definitions — ^that  is,  serving  their  purpose  bet- 
ter— than  can  be  found  in  any  other  dictionary.  The  reasons  for  this 
are  manifold.  For  one  thing,  the  definitions  are  placed  immediately  after 
the  spelling  and  pronunciation.  In  other  dictionaries  several  lines  of 
•etymological  information  intervene  to  distract  eye  and  mind  with  foreign 
words,  strange  signs,  and  broken  spcuses;  but  in  the  New  Standard  Dic- 
tionary a  reader,  having  found  a  word,  lights  at  once  upon  its  meaning. 

Furthermore,  the  meaningn  are  given  in  the  order  of  their  commonne99. 
The  usual  or  prevailing  sense  of  the  word  is  first  defined,  then  its  less 
common  uses.  There  are  two  advantages  in  this  arrangement:  (1)  It 
saves  in  the  aggregate  an  immense  amount  of  time,  because  among  any 
number  of  users  the  majority  find  their  questions  answered  by  the  first 
definition;  they  need  go  no  further;  of  the  remainder,  some  stop  with 
the  second,  others  with  the  third,  and  so  on.  (2)  Another  advantage  is 
that  by  beginning  with  the  commonest,  most  familiar  sense  of  a  word 
«  reader  is  led  by  the  easiest  and  clearest  way  to  a  sure  comprehension  of 
the  unfamiliar  senses  and  a  complete  mastery  of  the  word. 

3.  The  matter  furnished  in  the  New  Standard  supplementary  to  the 
definition,  as  (for  example)  the  illustrative  quotations^  and  the  distinc- 
tions of  synonytas,  surpasses  in  bulk  that  in  any  other  completed  diction- 
ary. Not  only  are  the  New  Standard  quotations  freshest  and  aptest, 
taken  from  current  magazines  and  newspapers  as  well  as  from  books  of 
standard  literary  character,  but  many  of  them  have  more  than  illustra- 
tive power ;  they  define  while  they  illustrate.  Moreover,  with  each  quota- 
tion is  given,  not  only  author,  but  the  specific  place,  by  page,  section, 
chapter,  book,  publisher,  and  date  of  publication  from  which  the  quota- 
tion was  taken.  Any  quotation  may  thus  be  verified  and  its  context  ex- 
amined. 

The  book  is  a  superb  work  in  content  and  in  execution ;  and  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  single  English  books  that  can.be  put  on  the  library 
shelf,  on  the  business  man's  desk,  the  mechanic's  bench,  or  the  school 
table. 

HA^JiECE'S  NEW  ENGLISH  LITERATtJRE.  By  Beuben  Post  Halleck, 
A.  IL,  LL.  D.,  author  of  History  of  English  Literature,  History  of  Ameri- 
can Literature,  and  Psy<^ology  and  Psychic  Culture.  Cloth,  12mo,  562 
pages,  with  over  200  illustrations.  Price,  $1.30.  American  Book  Company, 
New  York,  C^cinnati  and  Chicago. 

This  New  Engliah  Literature  preserves  the  qualities  which  have  caused 
the  author's  former  History  of  English  Literature  to  be  so  widely  used; 
namely,  suggestiveness,  clearness,  org^anic  unity,  interest,  and  power  to 
awaken  thought  and  to  stimulate  the  student  to  further  reading.    Like 
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the  older  yolume,  though  critical,  it  is  written  with  a  keen  appreciation 
of  the  average  pupil's  mind,  and  a  sympathy  that  is  as  delightful  as  it  is 
rare.  In  this  rolume  new  facts  have  been  brought  to  light,  new  points 
of  view  have  been  adopted,  and  more  attention  is  paid  to  recent  writers. 
The  present  critical  point  of  view  concerning  authors,  which  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  new  social  spirit,  is  reflected  in  this  volume.  Many 
new  and  important  facts  concerning  the  Elizabethan  theatre  and  the 
drama  of  Shakespeare's  time  are  incorporated.  Such  important  recent 
writers  as  Meredith,  Hardy,  Swinburne  and  Kipling  receive  adequate 
treatment.  An  entire  chapter  is  devoted  to  showing  how  the  new  litera- 
ture already  produced  in  the  twentieth  century  reveals  the  thoughts  and 
ideals  of  this  generation.  Other  special  features  of  this  new  book  are 
the  unusually  detailed  Suggested  Readings  that  follow  each  chapter,  sug- 
gestions and  references  for  a  literary  trip  to  England,  historical  intro- 
ductions to  the  chapters,  careful  treatment  of  the  modem  drama,  and  a 
new  and  up-to-date  bibliography.  The  volume  r^ntains  over  200  pictures, 
selected  for  their  pedagogical  value  and  their  usual  character.  Tlie 
frontispiece  in  colors  shows  the  performance  of  an  EliEabethan  play  in 
the  Fortune  Theatre,  while  many  of  the  other  illustrations  were  secured 
by  Dr.  Halleck  himself  during  his  visits  to  the  homes  and  haunts  of  the 
authors  he  discusses. 

JOE,  THE  BOOK  FABMEB.  By  Garrard  Harris.  New  York.  Harper 
A  Bros.    Price,  $1.00  net. 

Here  is  a  very  infonning  and  instructive  book.  It  shows  how  one  ear- 
nest, active,  intelligent  boy  made  good  on  the  land.  Joe  lived  in  the 
South,  was  fourteen,  while  his  father,  Tom  Weston  was  a  shiftless,  drink- 
ing farmer,  always  in  debt.  This  book  shows  how  Joe  learned  all  he 
could  from  officials  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  joined  the  Boys' 
Com  Club,  and  with  the  stimulating  help  of  a  wise  merchant  succeeded 
in  raising  more  com  (188  bushels)  on  one  acre  than  any  other  bOy  in  his 
State,  won  many  prizes  and  made  a  great  success  in  farming.  There 
is  a  good  deal  of  fun  in  the  book  and  such  hunting  and  fishing  as  will 
stir  the  blood  of  any  boy.  We  wish  every  farmer  lad  in  this  country 
could  read  this  worth  while  book. 

SECRETS  OUT  OF  DOORS.  By  William  HamUton  Gibson.  New  York. 
Harper  A  Bros.    Price,  50  cents. 

This  book  .of  135  pages  is  carefully  selected  from  the  writings  of  one 
who  was  a  great  artist-naturalist.  His  illustrations  are  very  fine  and  ad- 
mirably supplement  the  text.  There  are  three  parts:  odd  ways  of  in- 
sects, glimpses  of  wild  life,  and  curiosities  of  plants.  Those  who  read 
these  pages  carefully  will  feel  new  interest  in  ants,  bees,  bugs,  spiders, 
beetles  and  grasshoppers ;  in  birds  and  squirrels  and  their  nests ;  in  clover 
and  witch-hazel  blooms,  in  cone  and  woodbine,  in  may-apple  and  mush- 
room. It  is  an  excellent  book  for  home  reading  and  for  supplementary 
work  in  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 
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TRISTAN  AND  ISOLDA.  By  Bichard  Wagner.  Betold  in  English  verse 
by  OliTer  HnckeL  New  York.  Thomas  Y.  Crowell  Co.  Price,  75  cents, 
net. 

Dr.  Huckel  is  a  iK>et  and  (German  scholar  of  great  ability.  For  some 
years'  he  has  been  rendering  the  Wagner  mnsic  dramas  into  "Rnglish 
blank  versa.  The  work  is  remarkably  well  done.  The  ninth  and  latest 
of  this  series  Tristan  and  Isolda,  is  indeed  a  ''sublime  tragedy.*'  In  it» 
Wagner,  moved  by  a  wonderful  love  passion  of  his  own,  reaches  the 
heights  and  gives  us  a  masterpiece  of  music,  iK>etry  and  love.  It  is  glo- 
rious, elemental  passion  leading  on  to  the  saddest  tragedy.  One  speaks 
accurately  in  referring  to  the  'Vhite  intensity  and  awful  ecstasy  of  Wag- 
ner's throbbing  lines.**  His  passion  for  Mathilde  Wesendonck  led  him  to 
i^te  a  story  of  love  which  the  world  will  never  forget.  It  is  sweet, 
it  is  sad,  it  is  terrible.  In^this  great  drama  is  embodied  'the  ecstasy 
and  delirium  of  love." 


Books  Acknondedged  for  Review  m  Education 

We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  boolcs  for  our  Book  Bevlew 

Department  of  Education. 

Elements  of  Latin.  By  Barry  C.  Smith,  A.  B.  (Tale)  Browning  School,  New 
York.    D.  C.  Heath  &  Co. 

Pagee  Sclentlflquet  Et  Morales.    By  F.  Levy-Wogue.    Hachette  Bt  Cie.  4  francs. 

Qelden  Anniversary  Celebration  by  the  Plymouth  Cordage  Company  In  honor  of 
Gideon  Francis  Holmes,  Plymouth,  Mass.,  1869-1900.    University  Press. 

Selected  Poems  of  Christina  Q.  Rosettl.  Bdited  with  Introduction  and  Notes  by 
Charles  Bell  Burke»  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  English  in  the  University  of 
Tennessee.    The  liacmillan  Company.    Price»  $.25  Net. 

Manual  of  Qualitative  Analysis.  Reagent  and  Combustion  Methods.  By 
Wilbur  F.  Hoyi  A.  B.,  A.  M.,  Peru  State  Normal  School,  Peru,  Neto. 
The  Macmillan  Company.    Price,  |.80  Net 

A  Brief  English  Grammar.  By  H.  S.  Alshouse,  Prin.  of  Boswell,  Pa..  High 
School  with  the  assistance  of  Minnie  R.  Root,  Jamaica  High  School,  New 
York  City.    The  A.  S.  Barnes  Company.    Price  $.26. 

Chemical  Theory  and  Calculation.  An  Elementary  Text-Book.  By  Forssrth 
James  Wilson,  D.  So.,  Ph.  D.  and  Isidor  M.  Heilbron,  Ph.  D.,  F.  L  C, 
A.  R.  T.  C.  Lecturers  in  Chemistry,  The  Royal  Technical  College, 
Glasgow.    D.  Van  Nostrand  Company.     Price,  $1.00  Net 

Science  German  Course.    By  A.  O.  Haltenhofl.    Graduated  Readings,  specially 


Papers  recently  set  for  the  Liondon  University  Bzaminations.  Hachette 
&  Company. 

The  Golden  Key  Book.  The  Golden  Rule  Series.  A  School  Reader.  By  E.  Hersey 
Sneath,  Ph.  D.  Prof,  in  Tale  University,  George  Hodges,  D.  D.,  D.  C.  ^, 
Dean  of  the  Episcopal  Theological  School,  Cambridge,  and  ESdward  Law- 
rence Stevens,  Ph.  D.,  L.  H.  D.  Associate  Supt.  of  Schools,  New  York 
Cl^.    The  Macmillan  Company.    $.55  Net 

Masterpieces  of  the  English  Drama.  Philip  Massinger.  Edited  by  Lucius  A. 
Sherman,  University  of  Nebraska.    American  Book  Comiiany. 

Victory  In  Christ  By  Robert  F.  Horton.  The  Sunday  School  Times  Company. 
Prtce,  1.60  Net 

Latin  Subordinate  Clause  Syntax.  By  M.  A.  Leiper,  Professor  of  Latin,  Western 
Kentucky  State  Normal  School.    American  Book  Company,    frice.  |.80. 

Poo's  Raven,  Longfellow's  Courtship  of  Miles  Standlsh,  Whittler's  Snowbound. 
The  Barnes  English  Texts.  Edited  with  an  introduction,  suggestive 
notes,  and  questions  by  Charles  Elbert  Rhodes,  A.  M^  Head  of  the 
Department  of  EIngUsh,  Lafayette  High  School,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  The  A.  S. 
Barnes  Co. 

Composition  Plannlna*  By  John  Baker  Opdycke,  High  School  of  Commerce,. 
New  York,  NT  Y.    D.  Appleton  &  Company. 
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Macbeth.  The  QranU  Shakespeare.  Edited  by  J.  H.  Lobban,  M.  A.  Univer- 
sity Preaa.    |.80  Net. 

Joy  and  QIadnese.  Fortieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Swedenborfl^  Publlehlns  Association.  920  Nicollet  Ave..  Room  221.  Min- 
neapolis, Minn,  for  the  year  ending  December  81.  1912. 

What  a  Business  Man  Should  Know  About  Printing.  A  Desk  Book  for  Ready 
Reference.    W.  R  Conkey  Co.    Price,  $1.00. 

The  Sona  Garland.  A  coUection  of  One,  Two  and  Three-Part  Songs  for  Girls  of 
High  School  Grade.  CompUed  by  Jules  S.  Joannes,  Director  of  Music  of 
the  Girls'  High  School.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  MacmlUan  Company. 
Price.  $1.10  Net. 

The  School  Review  Monographs.  Issued  in  Co-operation  with  The  Society  of 
College  Teachers  of  Education,  Number  3.  ''Reports  of  InvesUgation  by 
Members  of  The  Society  of  College  Teachers  ef  Education."  Papers  by 
G.  D.  Strayer,  E.  E.  Jones,  E.  E.  Rail.  J.  L..  Meriam,  C.  H.  Judd,  H.  H. 
Home.    The  University  of  Chicago  Press.    Price  $.63  postpaid. 

A  Source  Book  of  English  History.  For  the  Use  of  Schools.  EMited  by  Arthur 
D.  Innes,  M.  A.,  Formerly  Scholar  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  volume  1, 
697-1608  A.  D.  Cambridge  University  Press. 

JUverslde  Literature  Series.  Selected  Lsnrics  from  Drvden,  Collins.  Gray,  Cow- 
per,  and  Burns.  Edited  with  Introductions  and  Notes  by  Charles  Swain 
Thomas,  A.  M..  Head  of  the  English  Department  in  the  Newton  (Mass.) 
High  School.    Houghton  Mifflin  Company.    Price  $.26. 

Southern  Poems.  Selected,  arranged  and  edited  with  biographical  notes 
by  Charles  W.  Kent,  Professor  of  English  Literature,  University  of  Vir- 
ginia.   Houghton  Mifflin  Company.     Price  $.26. 

•College  Life.  Essays  reprinted  from  "School,  College,  and  Character*'  and 
"Routine  and  Ideals"  by  Le  Baron  Russell  BriggB,  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Harvard  University.  Houghton  Mifflin  Company. 
Price  $.36. 

Riverside  Educational  Monographs:  The  Teaching  of  History.  Edited  by  Henry 
Suzzalo,  Professor  oi  the  Philosophy  of  Eiducation,  Teachers  College,  Co- 
lumbia xTniverslty,  by  Earnest  C.  Hartwell.  M.  A.,  Supt.  of  Schools.  Petos- 
key,  Mich. 

New  Ideals  In  Rural  Schools.  Edited  by  Henry  Suxsallo.  Professor  of 
the  Philosophy  of  Education.  Teachers  College,  Columbia  university,  by 
George  Herbert  BetU,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  Psychology,  Cornell  College, 
Iowa.    Houghton  Mifflin  Company.    Price  $.60. 

I..anguage  Teaching  In  the  Grades.  Edited  by  Henry  Suszallo,  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Philosophy  of  EJducatlon,  Teachers  College.  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, by  Alice  Woodworth  Cooley,  Late  Assistant  Professor  of  Educa- 
tion, University  of  North  Dakota.  Houghton  Mifflin  Company.  Price 
$.86  each. 

t.eather  Work.    By  Adelaide  Mickel,  Dept.  of  Manual  Arts.  Bradley  Polytechnic 

Institute,  Peoria,  111.     The  Manual  Arts  Press.    Price  $.76. 
Inexpensive  Basketry.    By  William  S.  Biarten.  Dept.  of  Manual  Arts,  San  Jose, 
California,  High  School.     The  Manual  Arts  Press.    Price  $.25. 

JHeath's  Modern  l..anguage  Series.  "Peterli  am  Lift"  von  Niflaus  Bolt.  Edited 
with  Notes,  vocabulary,  and  Exercises,  by  Frederick  Bets,  A.  M.,  Head 
of  the  Dept.  of  Modern  Languages,  East  High  School,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.    Price  $.40. 

Periodicals 

In  the  October  Atlantic  Professor  Laughlin  drives  home  to  organized  labor 
the  unpalatable  but  very  useful  truth  that  twenty  years  of  struggle  for  Increased 
wages  without  relation  to  increased  efficiency  has  so  raised  the  cost  of  living  that 
the  union  man  is  no  better  off  than  he  was  at  the  ouUet  The  article  will  rouse 
"feeling  and  argument. 

In  Lipplncott's  for  October  Professor  Albert  Schins.  of  Bryn  Mawr,  contrib- 
utes a  noteworthy  paper  entitled  "  Walt  Whitman,  a  World's  Poet?" 

"Three  Cent  Lunches  for  School  Children"  is  the  interestinf  title  of  a  sug- 
gestive article  by  Paul  Kennaday  and  Burton  J.  Hendrlck  in  McClure's  for  Octo- 

'  Whatever  may  be  the  reader's  political  convictions,  "The  Progressive  Par- 
y.     by  Theodore  Roosevelt,  in  the  October  Century  Magazine,  is  a  contribution 
^at  few  men  or  women  can  afford  to  miss.    The  article  sums  up  the  work  of 
the  yoimg  party  and  polnU  the  way  to  the  future.  s -^^^    ^  ^^  ^ 

The  editor  contributes  the  leader  to  the  October  issue  of  The  North  American 
Review,  which  Is  an  appreciation  of  the  English  Prime  Misister,  under  the  title 
"AsQulth:  the  Master  Statesman."  The  number  maintains  its  customary  timeli- 
ness in  a  symposium  on  ^  the  "Currency  Legislation''  by  writers  whoarjB  recog- 
nized authorities  on  the  general  subject.  Senator  Robert  L.  Owen,  Chairman  of 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency.  ouUines  "The  Origin,  Purpose, 
«nd  Plan  of  the  Owen-Glass  BilL^' 
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Vol.    XXXIV.  DDCEMBER,  1913  No. 

New  England  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Preparatory  Schools 

Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Meeting 

October  31  and  November  1,  1913 

Harvard  University. 

PHOQBAM 

Friday  Afternoon,  October  31. 
The  New  Lecture  Hrill,  Harvard  University. 
3.00 — General  Subject: 

Preparation  for  Teaching  in  Secondary  Schools. 

1.  The  Need  of  Better  Preparation  of  Teachers  for  Sec- 
ondary Schools. 

Chancellob  Elheb  Ellsworth  Brown, 

New  York  University. 

2.  Present    Facilities    for    the    Preparation    of    Secondary 
School  Teachers  in  New  England. 

Professor  Rayhond  MacFarland,  Middlebury  College. 

3.  The  Aim  and   Standard  for  Preparation  of  Secondary 
School  Teachers  in  New  England. 

Mr.  William  Orr, 

Deputy  Commissioner  of  Education,  Massachusetts. 
Discussion. 

Friday  Evening. 
6.00 — ^Dinner  and  Reception  at  the  Harvard  Union. 

The  guests  of  honor  will  be  the  Commissioners  of  Education  of 
Hie  several  New  England  states,  and  the  recently  elected  Commis- 
sioner of  Education  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

Dress  informal.    Social  half  hour  from  6.00  to  6.30. 

After  dinner  speakers — Superintendent  Payson  Smith  of  Maine, 
Superintendent  Henry  C.  Morrison  of  New  Hampshire,  Superin- 
tendent Mason  S.  Stone  of  Vermont,  Commissioner  David  Snedden 
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of  Massachusetts,  Commissioner  Walter  E.  Banger  of  Bhode  Island, 
Commissioner  John  H.  Finley  of  New  York,  and  others. 

Saturday  Morning,  November  1. 
The  New  Lecture  Hall,  Harvard  University. 
9.00 — ^Business  Meeting. 

1.  Report  of  Executive  Committee  and  Election  of  New  Mem- 
bers. 

2.  Reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

3.  Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  and  Election  of 
Officers. 

4.  Report  of  the  Delegates  to  the  College  Entrance  Exami- 
nation Board,  Dr.  William  Gallagher,  Dr.  Huber  Gray 
Buehler,  Mr.  G^eorge  Franklin  Cole,  Principal  William 
Colver  Hill. 

5.  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  Study  Facilities 
Offered  in  New  England  for  the  Training  of  Secondary 
School  Teachers.  Deputy  Commissioner  William  Orr, 
Dr.  Charles  E.  Dennis,  Professor  James  F.  Messenger, 
Principal  Alfred  E.  Stearns,  Professor  Ra3rmond  Mac- 
Farland. 

10.00— General  Subject: 

Measurements  of  Efficiency  in  Instruction. 

1.  Measurements  of  Efficiency  in  College. 

President  A.  Lawrence  Lowell,  Harvard  University. 

2.  Measurements  of  Efficiency  in  Secondary  Schools 
Superintendent  Frank  E,  Spaulding,  Newton,  Mass. 

3.  Is  Scientific  Accuracy  Possible  in  Measurement  of  Effi- 
ciency in  Instruction. 

Professor  George  Drayton  Strayer, 

Teachers  College,  Columbia  University. 
Discussion. 

RECORDS  OF  THE  BUSINESS  MEETING. 

The  business  session  of  the  twenty-eighth  annual  meeting  of  the 
New  England  Association  of  Colleges  and  Preparatory  Schools 
was  held  in  the  New  Lecture  Hall,  Harvard  University,  Novem- 
ber 1,  1913  at  9  o'clock.    President  Enoch  0.  Adams  presided. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  it  was  the  purpose  of 
the  Committee  to  present  two  amendments  to  the  constitution  at 
the  next  annual  meeting: — 

1.  Changing  the  name  of  the  Association  to  the  New  England 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools. 
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2.  Making  superintendents  of  schools — state  and  local — eli- 
gible for  membership. 

The  Executive  Committee  nominated  William  Colver  Hill, 
Principal  of  the  Central  High  School,  Springfield,  Mass.,  to  serve 
for  four  years  as  a  delegate  to  the  College  Entrance  Examination 
Board.    Mr.  Hill  was  elected. 

N.  Henry  Black,  Master  of  Science,  Roxbury  Latin  School, 
was  nominated  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  serve  for  one  year 
as  delegate  to  the  College  Entrance  Examination  Board,  to  com- 
plete the  term  left  incomplete  by  the  resignation  of  Gteorge  Frank- 
lin Cole.    Mr.  Black  was  elected. 

The  following  new  members  were  nominated  by  the  Executive 
Committee  and  elected  to  membership : 

Leah  B.  Alt.en,  Instructor  in  Astronomy,  Wellesley  College, 
Wellesley,  Mass. 

Sabah  M.  Avekill,  Teacher  of  Latin,  High  School,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Louise  F.  Beown,  L[istructor  in  History,  Wellesley  College, 
Wellesley,  Mass. 

Mai>elbtne  Cabret,  Assoc.  Professor  of  French,  Wellesley  Col- 
lege, Wellesley,  Mass. 

Catherine  F.  Crocker,  Teacher  of  French,  Norwich  Free 
Academy,  Conn. 

Alban  B.  de  Mille,  Master  of  English,  Milton  Academy,  Milton, 
Mass. 

WiLUAM  P.  Dickey,  Teacher  of  History  &  Qerman,  Roxbury 
Latin  School,  Boston. 

Fred  S.  Hitohoook,  Principal  Manual  Training  High  School, 
New  London,  Conn. 

Henry  W.  Holmes,  Asst.  Professor  of  Education,  Harvard  Uni- 
versity. 

Louise  S.  McDowell,  Professor  of  Physics,  Wellesley  College. 

A.  Bertha  Miller,  Instructor  in  Latin,  Wellesley  College. 

Maroaretue  Muller,  Professor  of  German  Language  and  Litera- 
ture, Wellesley  College. 

Lillian  M.  Packard,  Registrar  Lasell  Seminary,  Aubumdale, 
Mass. 
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Henby  Pennypaokbe,  Headmaster  Public  Latin  School,  Boston, 

Mass. 
Mabel  L.  Robinson,  Zoology,  Wellesley  College. 
Claba  E.  Smith,  Instructor  in  Mathematics,  Wellesley  College. 
Labtitia  M.  Snow,  Associate  Professor  of  Botany,  Wellesley 

College. 
Sullivan  Wabben  Stubois,  Groton  School,  Groton,  Mass. 

The  l^ominating  Committee  consisting  of  William  Gallagher, 
Paul  H.  Hanus  and  Charles  E.  Fay,  presented  the  following  list 
of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  and  they  were  elected: 
President,  Ebnbst  Cabboll  Moobe. 
First  Vice-President,  Maby  Emma  Woollbt. 
Second  Vice-President,  Alfbbd  Ebnest  Steabns. 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Walteb  Ballou  Jacobs. 
Secretary-Treasurer  Emeritus,  Ray  Gbeenb  Hulino. 
Executive  Committee  (with: the  preceding). 
Abbott  Lawbenoe  Lowell. 
Ellen  Fitz  Pendleton. 
Eugene  Dexteb  Russell. 
Caleb  Thomas  Winohesteb. 
James  Abthub  Tufts. 
Report  of  the  Delegates  to  the  College  Entrance  Examination 
Board  was  presented  by  William  Gallagher. 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  Study  Facilities  Offered 
in  New  England  for  the  Training  of  Secondary  School  Teachers 
was  presented  by  Raymond  MacFarland. 

Frederick  C.  Ferry  presented  to  ^the  Association  an  outline 
of  Minutes  of  the  Sixth  Conference  of  the  National  Con- 
ference Committee  on  Standards  of  Colleges  and  Secondary 
Schools. 

On  motion  of  William  C.  Hill  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

Resolved: —  That  this  Association  expresses  to  the  authorities 
of  Harvard  University  its  appreciation  of  and  gratitude  for  their 
hospitality  in  providing  such  excellent  accommodations  for  this 
meeting. 

Adjourned, 
Walteb  BallOu  Jacobs,  Secretary. 
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The  Need  of  Better  Preparation  of  Teachers 
for  Secondary  Schools 

By  Chanoellok  Elmeb  Ellswosth  Bbown, 
New  Tokk  University. 

*■■■■■■■■■■■♦  OUliiiT Y  in  America  has  not  yet  really  begun  to 

^       I   take  seriously  the  professional  training  of  teachers 

1^      I  for  secondary  schools.    The  burden  of  what  I  have 

I  to  say  today  is  that  we  must  come  to  take  this 

,  ■■■hohhikS  matter  more  seriously.     It  is  hoped  that  the  die- 

I   cussions  of  your  influential  body  will  help  toward 

I   a  better  attitude  toward  this  subject  on  the  part 

*■■■"""■■■"*  of  those  who  make  the  laws  and  regulations,  as 
well  as  those  who  make  the  public  sentiment,  on  which  rest  the 
improvement  of  our  educational  conditions. 

The  situation  has  changed:^  for  the  better  within  the  past  few 
years,  but  the  improvement  must,  I  believe,  be  accelerated,  if 
we  are  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  educational  system. 

When  the  first  high  school,  regularly  so-called,  was  organized, 
namely  the  English  Hi^  School  in  Boston,  in  the  year  1821,  it 
was  provided  that  the  instructors  in  that  school  must  be  college 
graduates.  The  establishment  of  high  schools,  however,  soon  ran 
far  ahead  of  the  available  body  of  college-trained  teachers,  and  far 
ahead  of  the  sentiment  which  would  demand  college  training  for 
such  teachers.  In  the  seventies  and  eighties  of  the  past  century, 
the  south  and  west  were  liberally  provided  with  such  schools, 
largely  taught  by  teachers  of  a  very  moderate  grade  of  scholastic 
education,  many  of  whom  had  graduated  from  the  grammar  school 
into  a  teaching  position  in  some  lower  school,  and  after  experi- 
ence which  was  deemed  successful  in  the  lower  position,  were 
graduated  into  the  coveted  occupation  of  high  school  teacher. 
There  was,  besides,  a  fair  sprinkling  of  hi^ly  educated  and 
extremely  able  teachers,  the  most  able  and  the  most  scholastically 
educated  in  any  given  school,  being  sometimes  the  same  and  not 
infrequently  different  individuals. 
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I  know  whereof  I  speak.  I  taught  in  a  school  down  in  Illinois^ 
which  was  struggling  to  be  a  high  school,  before  I  had  finished 
my  own  normal  school  course;  and  after  receiving  my  normal 
sdiool  diploma,  I  was  for  three  years  principal  of  a  three-year 
high  school,  in  which  I  taught  from  time  to  time  some  ten  or 
twelve  different  subjects,  ranging  from  chemistry  and  astronomy 
to  rhetoric  and  Gsosar. 

This  confession  is  made  quite  shamelessly.  I  was  not  myself 
satisfied  with  my  scholastic  preparation  in  the  very  subjects  I  was 
teaching,  and,  like  many  of  my  associates,  entered  upon  a  col- 
lege course  as  soon  as  it  was  possible.  In  the  mean  time,  and  for 
a  long  time  thereafter,  the  imperfect  high  schools  of  which  I  have 
spoken  were  meeting  a  real  need  and  paving  the  way  to  better 
things.  And  many  a  teacher,  who  had  himself  dreamed  of  a  col- 
lege course  which  he  had  never  been  able  to  achieve,  went  on  pre- 
paring boys  for  college,  and  a  few  girls  along  with  them,  and  do- 
ing it  so  well  that  college  faculties  took  notice  and  approved  of 
what  he  had  done.  It  was  the  old  story  of  Peter  the  Great,  who 
civilized  his  people,  though  himself  remaining  a  barbarian. 

As  is  well  known,  a  similar  condition  was  to  be  found  in  the 
Eastern  states  as  well  as  in  those  of  the  South  and  West.  But 
here  the  tradition  of  the  employment  of  college  graduates  in 
high  school  positions  was  more  influential  than  in  other  sections 
of  the  country.  Throughout  the  land,  indeed,  the  one  influence 
which  most  strongly  affected  the  teaching  force  of  the  high  sdiools 
was  that  of  the  entrance  requirements  of  the  colleges;  and  this 
influence  advanced  rapidly  in  the  last  two  decades  of  the  "Sme- 
teenth  Century,  as  the  high  schools  entered  more  and  more  into 
the  field  of  college  preparation.  It  was  powerfully  reinforced  by 
various  provision  for  the  inspection  and  so-called  accrediting  of 
high  schools,  chiefly  that  of  the  state  universities  in  our  Western 
commonwealths. 

As  the  new  century  da^vned,  however,  two  wholly  unexpected 
agencies  appeared  on  the  scene,  namely,  the  Carnegie  Foundation 
for  the  Advancement  of  Teaching  and  the  general  Education 
Board.  Together  they  brought  about  in  the  country  at  large  a 
much  more  sweeping  change  in  hi^  school  organization  and 
teaching  than  could  possibly  have  been  accomplished  by  the  agen- 
cies that  had  previously  been  in  the  field.     Particularly  in  the 
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Bouihexn  states,  and  hardly  less  in  other  sections  of  the  country, 
these  Boards,  with  their  great  endowments,  brou^t  about  changes 
and  improvements  in  high  school  conditions  which  were  little 
less  than  bewildering  in  their  rapidity. 

Parallel  with  these  developments  had  been  the  growth  of  peda- 
gogical departments  in  our  universities.  In  certain  sections  of 
the  country,  where  the  normal  schools  felt  most  keenly  the  com- 
petition of  college  graduates  for  high  school  teaching  positions, 
provision  was  made  for  erecting  some  of  these  normal  schools 
into  normal  colleges,  having  power  to  confer  baccalaureate  degrees, 
and  devoting  some  special  attention  to  the  preparation  of  hi^ 
school  teachers. 

The  contention  of  the  normal  schools  in  these  cases  has  been 
that  the  colleges  do  not  provide  in  their  pedagogical  departments 
for  that  practical  training  in  the  art  of  teaching  which  has  come 
to  be  characteristic  of  the  better  normal  school  administration  of 
this  country.  They  maintain  that  if  the  system  of  supervised 
practice  teaching  which  had  produced  so  good  results  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools,  were  applied  to  students  having  adequate  prepa- 
ration, it  would  furnish  to  the  high  schools  of  the  country  a  bet- 
ter body  of  professionally  expert  teachers  than  could  be  provided 
by  the  regular  colleges,  with  purely  theoretical  instruction  in 
their  departments  of  education. 

Even  in  states  where  this  movement  has  proceeded  to  greatest 
lengths,  the  advantage  still  rests  on  the  whole  with  graduates  of 
regular  colleges  and  universities.  This  is  largely  because  of  the 
general  preference  of  high  school  authorities,  particularly  in  the 
larger  centers  of  population,  for  teachers  to  whom  there  can  be 
applied,  in  the  fullest  sense,  the  term  "college  bred",  an  expres- 
sion which  carries  with  it  something  like  a  magical  connotation. 
It  is  partly  because  of  actual  practice  teaching  which  the  col- 
leges have  conducted  in  some  measure,  though  against  great  diffi- 
culties. 

While  these  various  movements  affecting  high  school  teaching 
have  been  in  pr(^ess,  the  high  schools  themselves,  in  their  re- 
lation to  our  educational  system  as  a  whole,  have  imdergone  a 
transformation.  What  is  to  be  remarked  particularly  is  the  rapid 
increase  in  the  attendance  upon  these  schools.  Some  three  or  four 
years  ago  we  found  this  attendance  in  the  country  at  large,  going 
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beyond  the  million  mark.  Now  it  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  a 
million  and  a  quarter.  It  is  increasing  more  rapidly  than  that 
of  our  total  population,  while  that  of  our  elementary  schools  shows 
no  such  advance.  It  requires  only  a  moment's  consideration  to 
show  that  if  a  rising  percentage  of  our  population,  already  on  the 
way  from  one  to  two  percent,  is  in  these  schools  at  any  given 
time,  where  the  individuals  who  make  up  this  attendance  remain, 
say,  only  two  years  or  three  or  four  and  are  then  replaced  by 
others  for  similar  brief  periods — ^when  these  facts  are  considered 
it  is  manifest  that  within  a  single  generation  there  will  be  many 
times  one  or  two  percent  of  our  people  who  will  have  had  some 
part  or  the  whole  of  a  high  school  education.  We  seem  indeed  to  be 
moving  rapidly  toward  a  condition  in  which  one-fifth  or  one- 
fourth  or  even  a  larger  proportion  of  our  adult  population  will 
have  come  imder  the  sway  of  our  secondary  schools. 

We  all  know  that  there  are  profound  economic  changes  which 
are  conditioning  this  educational  change.  And  equally  we  know 
that  a  whole  net-work  of  other  changes,  industrial,  social,  moral, 
sentimental,  is  entering  into  the  new  web  of  life  of  which  these 
things  are  a  part.  Let  us  mention  here  only  one  of  these,  which 
is  part  cause  and  part  effect  of  all  the  rest : 

The  training  of  the  secondary  school,  with  various  technical 
and  sometimes  collegiate  training  added  thereto,  is  coming  to  be 
prerequisite  to  entrance  upon  an  increasing  number  of  human 
occupations.  Tear  by  year  we  find  the  gates  to  these  occupations 
closing  upon  those  who  have  not  had  at  least  the  equivalent  of  a 
hi^  school  course.  The  movement  goes  forward  more  rapidly 
in  some  states  than  in  others,  but  it  is  a  forward  movement  un- 
mistakably. Medicine,  engineering,  and  divinity  are  in  the  fore- 
front of  ^is  movement  Law  is  advancing  its  standards  though 
with  somewhat  greater  caution.  The  engineering  group  embraces 
many  professions,  and  that  number  is  on  the  increase.  Medicine, 
too,  has  its  subsidiary  professions,  dentistry,  veterinary  medicine, 
optometry,  nursing,  physical  culture  in  its  various  forms.  I 
speak  in  all  seriousness  when  I  add  the  occupation  of  the  chiropo- 
dist, that  of  the  masseur,  that  of  the  embalmer;  for  the  prac- 
titioners of  each  of  these  necessary  crafts  are  endeavoring  to 
advance  their  vocational  standards.  In  other  fields  the  list 
might  be  greatly  extended.    To  be  a  certified  public  accountant, 
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a  bank  clerk,  a  librarian,  the  secretary  of  a  charitable  or  a  re- 
ligions organization,  it  is  increasingly  necessary  that,  as  a  mini- 
mnm,  the  candidate  should  have  had  the  training  that  the  high 
school  affords.  For  elementary  school  teaching  a  like  minimum 
is  slowly  coming  to  more  general  acceptance. 

I  have  made  no  attempt  to  inventory  the  occupations  to  which 
this  observation  will  apply.  These  requirements  are  rapidly 
taking  form  in  public  statutes.  But  they  are  practically  in  force 
far  beyond  their  statutory  limits. 

My  argument  is  simply  this,  that  schools  which  loom  so  large 
in  the  growing  affairs  of  this  coimtry,  are  schools  which  must 
receive  unusual  consideration  as  regards  the  quality  of  the  teach- 
ing they  are  to  offer.  The  case  might  be  indefinitely  strengthened 
if  we  were  to  enter  upon  a  survey  of  the  newer  movements  in 
industrial  education.  Where  the  secondary  school  becomes  itself 
the  center  of  many  forms  of  technical  training,  it  is  altogether 
obvious  that  it  must  break  away  from  all  manner  of  uncalled 
and  amateur  practitionership  and  employ  the  service  of  teachers 
who,  from  the  beginning,  are  clearly  masters  of  what  they  teach. 
This  view,  indeed,  may  be  taken  for  granted.  A  great  many 
things  may  be  taken  for  granted  in  the  discussions  of  such  a  so- 
ciety as  this. 

I  am  taking  it  equally  for  granted  that  we  are  agreed  in  this, 
that  the  discovery  of  a  teacher  is  as  important  as  his  training, 
since  certain  personal  qualities  must  be  presupposed.  I  believe 
we  might  improve  our  apparatus  for  making  such  discovery,  but 
that  i^  another  story.  We  are  doubtless  equally  agreed  that  the 
modem  high  school  teacher  must  have  a  scholar's  mastery  of  the 
subject  he  would  teach.  Complete  agreement  would  probably  at- 
tend us  even  further  than  this,  and  after  the  pedagogic  propaganda 
of  these  past  decades,  it  would  be  generally  admitted  that  even 
the  beginner  in  high  school  teaching  should  know  enough  of  his 
psychology,  social  science,  and  the  history  of  education  to  read 
the  current  literature  of  teaching. 

It  may  be  that  this  last  assumption  goes  too  far.  At  any  rate 
it  brings  us  to  the  practical  kernel  of  our  discussion. 

Two  things  needed  and  not  commonly  found  in  yoimg  high 
school  teachers,  with  all  of  their  general  attractiveness  and  capa- 
bility, are  first,  an  educational  vocabulary  and  stock  of  school 
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ideas  which  will  enable  them  to  work  in  with  other  teachers  to 
make  the  school  a  school ;  and  secondly,  the  ability  to  handle  their 
own  classes  without  being  told  too  often  what  they  must  do  next. 

The  rawness  and  uncertainty  of  such  young  teachers  is  too 
obvious  to  their  classes  and  to  their  associates,  though  not  so  ob- 
vious always  to  themselves.  It  may  wear  off  with  experience,  but 
experience  is  not  experience  unless  it  be  interpreted.  If  they  are 
left  to  fumble  along  too  far,  their  whole  educational  career  may, 
in  consequence,  pitched  on  too  low  a  plane.  In  practice,  a  hig^ 
school  principal  helps  the  beginners  of  his  staff  as  best  he  can; 
but  he  cannot  do  enough,  with  his  other  duties,  and  all  of  this 
should  have  been  done  before  the  teacher  came  to  him  at  all. 

What  is  needed  is  an  equivalent,  in  the  training  of  our  teachers, 
of  the  year  or  the  two  years,  as  clinical  assistant  or  hospital  in- 
terne, which  enters  into  the  better  training  of  physicians.  We 
need  some  general  provision  for,  at  least,  a  teacher's  Probejahr. 

Certain  imiversity  schools  of  education  may  be  able  eventu- 
ally to  provide  such  a  Probejahr  in  a  well  manned,  prac- 
tice school  of  high  school  grade.  Even  to  this  day  I  know  of 
nothing  more  than  partial  and  inadequate  provision  of  this  kind. 
Our  main  reliance,  in  the  long  run,  must  be,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
provision  by  the  state,  under  which  certain  high  schools  shall 
become  regular  schools  of  practice  and  training,  and  shall  be  pro- 
vided with  a  staff  of  instructors  for  that  particular  purpose ;  and 
the  requirement  that,  before  a  high  school  teacher  shall  receive 
his  full  and  regular  appointment,  he  shall  have  had  his  term  of 
closely  supervised  apprenticeship  in  such  a  school,  or  the  recog- 
nized equivalent  of  such  preparation. 

We  cannot  look  for  any  radical  improvement  in  this  direction 
till  the  public  shall  take  more  seriously  the  profession  of  teaching 
in  our  schools  of  secondary  grade.  But  it  is  hardly  possible  that 
we  should  go  on  for  any  length  of  time,  with  this  great  growth  of' 
high  school  responsibility  and  influence,  and  not  see,  along  with 
all  the  rest,  a  considerable  increase  of  seriousness  in  the  public 
view  of  the  teacher-questions  which  that  growth  involves. 
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Bt  Raymond  MoFabland^  Pbof^ssob  of  Seoondaby  Education, 

MiDDLEBUBY    COLLEOB,    VbBMONT. 
HiSTOBIOAL. 

"{T  was  late  in  the  nineteenth  century  when  special 
attention  was  given  to  the  professional  training  of 
secondary  school  teachers.  With  the  founding  of 
Clark  University,  in  1889,  professional  courses  in 
education  were  first  organized  in  "New  England. 
Two  years  later  courses  in  education  were  organized 
separately  at  Harvard  University  and  Mr.  Hanus 
was  appointed  assistant  professor  of  education  in 
the  division  of  philosophy.  The  division  of  education  was  not 
established  until  1906,  with  Professor  Hanus  and  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor Norton  instructors  in  the  department.  Courses  in  educa- 
tion were  first  given  at  Harvard  at  the  Summer  Session  of  1871. 
Educational  courses  were  organized  separately  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1893  and  Professor  Jacobs  has  continued  head  of  the 
department  since  its  organization.  Brown  was  one  of  the  few  in- 
stitutions which  early  recognized  the  importance  of  the  subject  of 
education  in  the  college  curriculum.  Mr.  S.  S.  Greene,  as  Pro- 
fessor of  Didactics,  gave  a  course  in  didactics  at  Brown  from  1851 
to  1854.  At  Wellesley  College  courses  in  education  were  organ- 
ized separately  in  1898  in  charge  of  Associate  Professor  Ellor  E. 
Carlisle.  The  department  did  not  receive  the  distinctive  title  of 
education  until  the  incumbency  of  Professor  McKeag.  For  sev- 
eral years  previous  to  1898  a  single  course  in  pedagogy  was  given 
by  the  professor  of  German.  During  the  succeeding  year,  1899- 
1900,  departments  of  education  were  organized  at  Eadcliffe  and 
Mt  Holyoke;  at  the  latter  institution,  departmental  courses  in 
special  method  had  been  given  in  four  or  five  subjects  for  about 
twenty  years  previously. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  century  there  were  departments  of 
education  in  six  New  England  colleges  only,  viz.,  Clark  Univer- 
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sity,  Harvard,  Brown,  Wellesley,  Radcliffe,  and  Mt  Holyoke. 
Massachusetts  was  a  pioneer  in  the  movement,  for  only  Brown 
University  is  outside  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  within  the  last 
decade  that  the  greatest  activity  has  occurred  among  the  colleges 
in  recognizing  the  importance  of  providing  for  the  professional 
training  of  secondary  school  teachers. 

The  department  of  education  at  Sinmions  College  was  opened  in 
1903  in  charge  of  Miss  Parker  who  continued  in  charge  until 
1911 ;  since  then  Dean  Arnold  has  been  head  of  the  department. 
In  1906  a  department  of  education  was  organized  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maine.  This  was  followed  by  the  establishment  of  a 
department  of  pedagogy  at  Middlebury  CoU^e  by  act  of  the 
legislature  of  Vermont  in  1908,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  ITew 
England.  The  department  was  organized  at  the  beginning  with 
two  professors,  one  of  pedagogy  and  one  of  secondary  education. 
The  department  is  supported  by  annual  appropriations  of  $6000 
by  the  State.  In  the  same  year  departments  of  education  were 
established  at  the  University  of  Vermont  and  the  Massachusetts 
Agricultural  College.  Yale  and  Bhode  Island  State  College  fol- 
lowed with  departments  in  1910.  The  second  department  of 
education  in  Maine  was  organized  at  Bowdoin  College  in  1911, 
and  a  year  ago  Smith  and  Boston  University  entered  the  ranks 
of  New  England  colleges  which  have  departments  of  education,  a 
total  of  sixteen  colleges. 

TEACHiNa  Staff. 

The  several  departments  of  education  have  been  organized 
with  an  instructing  staff  of  18  professors,*  4  assistant  professors, 
and  two  instructors.  Three  of  the  number  are  women.  Harvard 
alone  has  an  instructing  force  of  more  than  two  members.  There 
are  two  each  at  Brown,  Clark  University,  Massachusetts  Agricul- 
tural College,  Middlebury,  Radcliffe,  Sinmions,  Wellesley,  and 
Yale. 

CouESEs  IN  Education. 

At  the  colleges  where  departments  of  education  exist  116  sem- 
ester courses  in  education  are  given.    Also  at  Bates,  Clark  CoUegey 

♦In  1912-13. 
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Colby,  Dartmouth^  Holy  Cross,  and  Tufts  courses  in  education 
are  given  in  connection  with  some  other  department,  usually 
that  of  philosophy.  In  addition,  several  institutions  give  de- 
partmental courses  in  special  method.  Wesleyan  and  Kew  Hamp- 
shire State  College  give  courses  in  educational  psychology.  Theris 
is,  then,  at  23  New  England  colleges  an  aggregate  of  160  courses 
in  education  which  have  to  do  with  the  professional  training  of 
secondary  school  teachers. 

At  each  of  the  coU^es  where  departments  of  education  exist 
there  is  an  attempt  to  stress  courses  which  bear  directly  on  the 
practical  side  of  the  teacher's  training.  A  study  of  problems  that 
relate  to  organization  and  management  of  secondary  schools,  to 
special  methods  of  teaching  hi^  school  subjects,  to  a  study  of 
child  life  and  the  adolescent  are  important  parts  of  many  courses 
of  study.  At  several  institutions,  notably  Brown,  Harvard, 
Wellesley,  and  Yale,  graduate  courses  in  education  are  given.  At 
Clark  University  all  the  courses  are  of  graduate  rank. 

Practice  Teaching. 

Little  uniformity  exists  among  the  colleges  regarding  practice 
teaching.  At  several  institutions  local  conditions  do  not  admit 
the  possibilities  of  adequate  practice  teaching  for  students  in  edu- 
cation; at  several  institutions,  little  use  is  made  of  existing  possi- 
bilities. However,  there  is  apparent  a  general  recognition  of  the 
value  of  practice  teaching,  under  expert  guidance,  in  training 
prospective  teachers  for  their  profession.  The  colleges  with  es- 
tablished departments  of  education  which  have  no  practice  teach- 
ing in  connection  with  their  work  are  Boston  University,  Clark 
University,  Mt  Holyoke,  Rhode  Island  State,  and  Yale.  Prac- 
tice teaching  is  carried  on  to  a  limited  extent  at  Bowdoin,  Middle- 
bury,  and  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College. 

It  is  at  Brown,  Harvard,  and  WeDesley  that  one  finds  the  best 
opportunities  for  carrying  on  this  kind  of  work  in  New  England. 
Through  an  agreement  between  the  city  of  Providence  and  Brown 
University  graduate  students  in  education  may  teach  in  the  ele- 
mentary and  secondary  schools  of  the  city.  Five  hours  a  week  of 
practice  teaching  is  required  of  the  students.  The  work  is  done 
imder  direction  of  the  head  of  the  department  of  educatfon  and 
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school  directors.  Students  at  Harvard  University  have  oppor- 
tunity to  teach  in  schools  in  six  surrounding  towns.  The  teacher's 
work  is  supervised  by  an  instructor  of  the  department  Practice 
teaching  is  a  required  part  of  one  course  in  education  at  Welles- 
ley.  Six  graduate  students  may  teach  each  80  hours  in  the 
Wellesley  high  school.  The  work  of  the  teacher  is  supervised  by 
the  department  instructor,  the  school  principal  and  the  teachers 
in  whose  field  the  practice  teaching  is  done. 

Systematic  Obsebvation. 

The  opportunities  for  systematic  observation  of  teaching  are 
greater  than  for  undertaking  practice  teaching.  Some  institutions 
which  have  practice  teaching  also  allow  a  certain  amoimt  of  aca- 
•demic  credit  for  observation.  Observation  is  carried  on  at  Bates 
in  the  schools  of  Lewiston  and  Auburn,  and  credit  for  part  of  a 
<x>urse  is  allowed.  At  Bowdoin  the  observation  is  done  under 
direction  of  the  instructor  and  school  principal,  for  which  part 
<;redit  towards  a  course  is  allowed.  Begular  credit  in  connection 
^th  a  course  in  Principles  of  Education  is  allowed  at  the  Uni- 
Tersity  of  Vermont.  Students  of  education  in  the  Boston  Univer- 
sity may  visit  the  schools  of  Boston  and  nearby  places;  reports 
-of  the  visits  are  made  under  direction  of  an  instructor.  Part 
credit  is  allowed  towards  the  course  in  School  Administration 
imd  Organization.  At  Clark  College  some  credit  is  allowed  in 
one  course  for  visitation  of  the  Worcester  schools.  Students  at 
Harvard  have  opportunity  to  observe  in  the  schools  where  prac- 
tice teaching  is  carried  on ;  the  work  is  done  under  guidance  of  an 
-instructor,  with  credit  amounting  to '  about  one-third  the  total 
^rade  in  a  semester. 

Observation  of  high  schools  is  made  a  feature  of  the  work  of 
the  department  of  education  at  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural 
•College.  Credit  is  allowed  on  the  same  basis  as  other  laboratory 
work.  At  Mt.  Holyoke  the  instructor  furnishes  a  set  of  questions 
to  the  students  who  keep  note-books  of  their  observations.  Ob- 
servation is  carried  on  in  elementary  schools  as  a  regular  part  of 
three  courses,  and  in  high  schools  as  a  part  of  the  work  in  psy- 
<;hology  and  method,  with  credit  allowed  as  for  any  branch  of 
study.     Students  at  Smith  College  are  furnished  with  a  set  of 
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questions  to  guide  them  in  doing  about  25  hours  of  observation 
each  semester,  and  they  receive  a  full  credit  for  this  part  of  their 
professional  equipment. 

The  fullest  opportunity  for  observation,  under  direction  of  an 
instructor,  is  afforded  students  at  both  Brown  University  and 
Wellesley  but  in  neither  case  is  separate,  credit  towards  a  course 
in  education  allowed.  At  Rhode  Island  State  College  observation 
is  made  in  local  schools  two  or  three  times  each  term.  Five  ob- 
servation trips  are  made  to  nearby  high  schools  under  direction 
of  the  instructor.  At  Yale  there  is  neither  observation  nor  prac- 
tice teaching. 

Studei^t  Enkollment. 

In  the  year  1912-13  there  were  about  seventeen  hundred  stu- 
dents in  New  England  colleges  enrolled  in  courses  in  education. 
The  number  includes  students  of  undergraduate  and  graduate 
grade  but  it  does  not  include  students  in  departmental  courses  in 
method.  The  distribution  of  this  student  body  among  the  colleges 
is  somewhat  of  an  index  of  the  activity  of  the  several  institutions 
in  training  teachers  for  secondary  school  work.  The  enrollment 
at  Brown  was  178  students,  116  of  whom  were  college  graduates. 
In  both  particulars  Brown  led  the  other  colleges  of  New  England. 
Next  came  Simmons  with  an  enrollment  of  173  students.  Then 
followed  in  rather  close  order  Mt.  Holyoke  with  156,  Wellesley 
with  153,  Middlebury  with  142,  Bates  with  about  140,  and  Bos- 
ton University  with  139.  Harvard  had  an  enrollment  of  113  and 
Smith  closed  the  list  of  colleges  whose  enrollment  of  education 
students  exceeded  100  with  a  list  of  103.  Above  three-fourths 
the  entire  enrollment  was  at  these  nine  institutions. 

The  geographical  distribution  of  the  students — according  to 
their  college — ^places  Massachusetts  far  in  the  van  with  an  aggre- 
gate of  1059  students  in  education  in  its  colleges  last  year.  Bhode 
Island  had  188,  Vermont  187,  and  Maine  178  students.  New 
Hampshire's  enrollment  of  24  consists  of  the  students  at  Dart- 
mouth, just  as  the  total  enrollment  in  Connecticut  is  made  up  of 
the  30  students  in  attendance  at  Yale  University. 

A  comparison  of  the  number  of  students  in  education  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population  shows  that  Vermont  leads  the  otlu^r 
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New  England  States,  with  Connecticut  far  in  the  rear.  There  is 
one  student  in  education  in  Vermont  colleges  for  every  1,907  of 
its  population.  In  Ehode  Island  the  ratio  of  student  to  popula- 
tion is  one  to  every  2,886;  in  Massachusetts,  one  to  every  3,220;: 
in  Maine  one  to  4,170  people;  in  New  Hampshire,  one  to  every 
17,941,  and  in  Connecticut,  one  student  of  education  for  every 
46,497  people.  In  the  matter  of  providing  trained  teachers  for 
her  secondary  schools  Vermont's  foresight  is  about  24  times  as 
promising  as  that  of  Connecticut. 
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Aims  and  Standards  for  Preparation  of  Sec* 
ondary  School  Teachers  in  New  England 

By  William  Oee,  Deputy  C!ommis8ionee  of  Education, 
Massaohusetts. 

(Abstract  of  address  at  meeting  of  ITew  England  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Preparatory  Schools^  October  31,  1913.) 

EASONS  similar  to  those  that  led  to  the  formation 
of  this  Association  warrant  a  discussion  of  the 
preparation  of  secondary  school  teachers  with  espe- 
cial reference  to  New  England  secondary  schools. 
The  standards  of  such  schools  in  the  several  New 
England  states  are  much  the  same,  llliere  is  a 
frequent  interchange  of  teachers  between  the  sev- 
eral states.  This  community  of  interest  requires 
and  makes  possible  a  uniformity  of  practice  in  the  preparation 
of  secondary  school  teachers  and  in  the  requirements  of  certifi- 
cation for  such  service. 

The  limits  of  the  paper.  This  paper  discusses  the  preparation 
of  teachers  of  academic  subjects  in  a  general  public  high  school  in 
whidi  the  teaching  force  does  not  exceed  five. 

(a)  Tliese  high  schools  constitute  the  great  majority  of  sec- 
ondary schools  in  New  England. 

(b)  Teachers  for  the  most  part  begin  their  service  in  such 
hi^  schools. 

(c)  Preparation  for  service  in  public  hi^  schools  will  equip 
for  work  in  private  secondary  schools. 

(d)  While  practical  arts  courses  are  rightly  winning  increas- 
ing recognition  in  the  general  high  school,  academic  studies  now 
constitute  the  larger  part  of  the  program,  and  are  likely  to  con- 
tinue to  do  so.  Without  refiecting  in  any  way  on  the  importance 
of  practical  ai'ts  subjects,  it  has  seemed  desirable,  since  the  time 
allowed  for  this  paper  makes  it  impossible  to  adequately  discuss 
the  training  of  teachers  in  both  kinds  of  subjects,  to  consider  only 
preparation  for  teaching  academic  subjects. 
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The  equipment  of  the  teacher  in  the  small  general  high  school 
may  be  summarized  as  follows: — 

(1)  Personal  qualities — ^physical,  intellectual  and  moral — 
that  command  the  respect  and  regard  of  youth. 

(2)  Command  of  the  subject-matter  of  certain  branches,  in- 
cluding knowledge  of  facts  and  conclusions ;  and  ability  to  gather 
material  and  organize  it  for  presentation  to  a  class.  The  teacher 
should  also  appreciate  the  relative  importance^  for  purposes  of  in- 
struction, of  the  topics  of  any  subject. 

An  understanding  of  the  purpose  in  teaching  each  subject  and 
a  clear  definition  of  its  aims. 

(3)  Ability  to  manage  a  class  and  to  efficiently  conduct  a 
recitation. 

(4)  Appreciation  of  the  aims  of  the  secondary  school  as  ex- 
pressed in  terms  of  its  service  to  the  boy  or  girl,  and  to  society. 

(5)  Knowledge  of  the  principles  of  high  school  organization 
and  administration,  and  ability  to  apply  these  to  actual  conditions. 

(6)  Knowledge  of  the  principal  educational  theories,  and 
leaders — ^past  and  present — ^particularly  in  relation  to  secondary 
education. 

(7)  Familiarity  with  educational  psychology.  This  subject 
should  be  taught  so  as  to  give  an  understanding  of  mental  pro- 
cesses, in  general,  of  boy  and  girl  nature,  and  development  dur- 
ing the  high  school  period,  and  of  the  way  in  which  hi^  school 
pupils  acquire  and  Assimilate  knowledge,  to  the  end  that  effective 
methods  of  instruction  may  be  employed,  with  both  understanding 
and  sympathy. 

Three  groups  of  teachers  are  to  be  considered: — 

1.  Those  who  are  to  secure  their  preliminary  training  as  un- 
dergraduates. 

2.  Those  who  can  spend  a  year  in  graduate  study  before  en- 
tering on  teaching.  The  great  majority  of  teachers  are  found  in 
the  former  group,  as  most  young  men  and  women  are  under  the 
necessity  of  entering  service  immediately  after  graduation. 

8.  Those  who  desire  training  after  or  during  service  as 
teachers.  It  is  obvious  that  individual  conditions  should  determine 
the  extent  and  kind  of  such  teaching. 
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Standards  of  Preparation, 

Minimum  1.  Persons  unfitted  for  high  school  teaching,  by 
reason  of  physical  limitations,  lack  of  knowledge  or  ability  to  un- 
derstand and  lead  young  people,  should  be  persuaded  to  seek  an- 
other calling  or,  if  necessary,  debarred. 

2.  A  high  school  teacher  should  hold  a  Bachelor's  degree, 
gained  in  a  college  course  following  a  four  years'  high  school 
course;  the  equivalent  of  a  college  course  to  be  accepted  in  ex- 
ceptional cases. 

3.  Training  in  one  or  two  subjects  which  the  student  intends 
to  teach,  and  an  acquaintance  with  related  subjects.  Thus  the 
teacher  of  English,  in  addition  to  a  knowledge  of  literature  and 
composition,  should  be  acquainted  with  English  history  and  one 
or  two  foreign  languages.  This  training  can  be  best  gained  if 
the  choice  of  teaching  is  made  early  in  the  college  course.  Col- 
lege committees  on  vocational  and  educational  guidance  and  col- 
lege officers,  ill  advising  on  the  selection  of  programs,  should  urge 
intending  teachers  to  plan  their  work  with  a  view  to  their  pro- 
posed calling. 

4.  In  each  department  of  a  college,  attention  should  be  paid 
to  the  best  methods  of  teaching.  Recitation  courses  afford  an 
opportunity  for  illustrating  how  a  topic  should  be  presented  and 
developed ;  also  how  to  question  a  class  and  to  deal  with  individual 
pupils. 

In  lecture  courses,  dear  and  orderly  presentation  of  material 
should  be  emphasized. 

In  addition,  intending  teachers  should,  under  supervision,  ob- 
serve class  work  in  high  schools  and,  whenever  arrangements  can 
be  made,  should  do  practice  teaching  under  school  conditions. 
Such  practice  teaching  should  be  conducted  and  supervised  by  the 
department  of  education  and,  when  conditions  are  favorable,  in 
co-operation  with  other  departments  of  the  college.  The  aid  and 
advice  of  experienced  high  school  teachers  are  indispensable. 

Major  Preparation.  While  the  above  program  is  all  that  can 
probably  be  completed  by  many  intending  teachers,  it  is  desirable 
to  add  the  following  courses  in  a  graduate  year,  whenever  pos- 
sible: 

1.  The  aims  of  the  secondary  school  in  terms  of  its  service  to 
the  pupil  and  to  the  community. 
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2.  Principles  of  hi^  school  organization  and  administration^ 
illustrated  by  examples. 

3.  The  history  of  education^  with  emphasis  on  topics  relating 
to  secondary  educaticm. 

4.  Educational  psychology^  particularly  that  of  the  adolescent 
A  teacher  of  some  experience  who  pursues  courses  in  training 

should  center  attention  on  the  pro)i>lems  of  secondary  education, 
including  the  technique  of  class  instruction  and  <m  general  theory. 
He  should  devote  his  time  particularly  to  the  phases  of  practice 
and  method  in  which  he  lacks  skilL 

Agencies  for  trtmning  eeeonde/hf  aehocl  teachers  in  New  England. 
CeUeges  and  Technical  sdiools.  In  these  institutions  the  stu- 
d^Lt  may  gain  conunand  of  the  subject-matter  and  also  knowledge 
of  method,  through  dass  instruction  and  by  observatien  and  prac- 
tice teaching  under  supervision. 

(jhraduate  courses  in  Education  afford  opportunity  ior  a  thoiou^ 
study  of  educational  principles  and  theories  and  hi^  school  or- 
ganizatioli,  administration  and  management,  wiHi  a  discussi<A  of 
methods  of  practical  teaching. 

A  department  of  Ediu^tiim  is  essential  to  tfaorou^  tmining 
fmr  teaching  in  secondary  schools. 

Normal  Schools.  Courses  are  given  in  psychology  and  method, 
with  reference  to  elanentary  schools.  Certain  principles  here 
taught  apply  in  the  high  schooL 

In  the  training  of  teachers  in  service,  use  diould  be  made  of 
summer  schools;  conferences  and  institutes;  supervision,  local  or 
state ;  staff  conferences  in  a  given  school ;  and  reading  circles. 

Certification.  The  establishment  of  standards  of  eligibility  by 
requirements  for  certification  is  an  effective  means  of  securing 
adequate  preparation  of  secondary  school  teadiers. 

Candidates  for  certification  should  be  tested  by  personal  inter- 
view, by  credentials  from  higher  institutions,  by  service  in  teach- 
ing, and,  in  exceptional  cases,  by  examinaticm. 

In  determining  standards  of  certification  and  in  administering 
the  system  of  certification,  there  should  be  co-operation  between 
state  departments  of  education  and  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing. It  will  probably  be  found  advantageous  to  vest  the  control 
in  the  State  Department  of  Education. 
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Pbssident    Abbott    Lawebnce    Lowell, 
Habvabd  Univeksity. 
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N  the  presence  of  a  distinguished  body  of  educa- 
tors, there  would  seem  to  be  little  reason  for  re^ 
peating  the  aphorism  so  well  known^  that  educa- 
tion is  the  last  of  all  sub-lunary  things  to  follow 
the  stream  of  human  thou^t  and  progress.  It  is 
still  mainly  in  the  deductive  stage.  We  talk 
freely  about  what  effect  certain  methods  may  be 
expected  to  have,  but  we  know  little,  someti^nes 
almost  nothing,  of  the  effect  they  actually  produce.  Exact  meaa^ 
urements  have  indeed  begun,  but  they  are  still  in  their  infancy, 
and  as  in  all  matters  of  a  biological  nature,  it  is  much  easier  to 
speculate  than  it  is  to  measure. 

I  think  there  is  especial  need  for  the  determination  of  actu^ 
educational  results  in  America  for  three  reasons.  In  the  first 
place,  Americans  are  prone  to  theorize,  and  to  rely  on  formulas, 
and  this  in  most  directions  of  public  effort;  whether  it  be  our 
teliance  on  the  Constitution,  or  whether  it  be  a  reliance  on  some 
iliore  recently  proposed  device  looking  to. popular  vote,  or  direct 
primary.  We  are  always  expecting  some  machinery  that  will* 
save  the  need  of  human  intervention.  We  are  always  trying  to 
set  up  machinery  that  will  run  itself.  We  are  always  confident 
that  if  we  can  get  the  right  machinery  at  work,  everything  will 
go  perfectly,  without  any  man  having  put  his  own  effort  in  it, 
seeing  that  it  runs  straight,  and  we  do  that  no  less  in  education 
than  we  do  in  everything  else;  that  any  man  who  touches  a 
watchman's  clock  sixteen  times  has  a  good  college  education,  no 
matter  whether  the  dial  is  wrong  or  not ;  no  matter  what  kind  of 
a  clock  he  touches.  We  do  that  in  almost  everything  of  an 
educational  nature.  It  is  always  a  constant  shock  to  see  how 
we  ask  whether  a  man  has  gone  through  certain  forms  or  proceed- 
ings, without  asking  in  the  least  whether  he  has  profited  seriously 
by  diem.    At  the  present  day,  the  medical  schools  of  the  country 


Digitized  by 


Google 


218  EdMicatian  for  December 

(to  give  a  single  example)  refuse  to  admit  any  man  who  has  not 
had  a  course  in  chemistry.  Whether  he  knows  chemistry  is  ab- 
solutely unimportant  He  may  have  learned  a  great  deal  of 
chemistry  in  his  father's  laboratory^  but  he  cannot  be  admitted 
to  a  medical  school ;  but  if  he  has  once  taken  a-  course  in  chem- 
istry and  got  the  miniiniiTn  marking  several  years  ago,  where  he 
got  little  or  no  profit,  and  the  course  may  have  been  a  worthless 
one  in  some  college  where  it  was  tau^t;^  perhaps,  by  a  man  who 
himself  never  knew  any  chemistry,  nevertheless,  if  he  has  taken 
the  course  and  gotten  the  minimum  passing  mark,  he  will  be 
admitted,  althou^  he  never  knew  anything  to  speak  of,  and  has 
forgotten  all  that  Really,  I  Ihink  it  is  true,  and  we  ou^t  to  re- 
member it,  because  it  affects  us  as  educators,  stron^y,  that  we  are 
in  the  habit  of  relying  on  formulas. 

In  the  second  place,  another  reason  why  actual  educational 
results  in  America  are  peculiarly  needed  is  that  while  professing 
a  stem  faith  in  education,  we  are  averse  to  severe  discipline,  and 
have  an  almost  morbid  driead  of  sacrificing  bodily  health  to  any 
possible  mental  training.  This  is  a  matter  which  it  seems  to 
me  it  is  important  to  emphasise,  because  I  notice  that  the  last 
thing  in  education  that  is  deemed  of  fundamental  importance  is 
the  mental  development  of  the  student  The  first  thing  is,  particu- 
larly of  children,  that  th^  shall  not  study  too  hard  I  have  said 
Uiis  to  a  gathering  of  medical  men,  and  therefore  I  have  a  ri^t 
to  say  it  elsewhere.  The  medical  profession  all  over  the  country 
is  trying  to  prevent  diildren  beginning  an  education  until  the 
time  has  passed  when  the  foundation  of  all  education  ou^t  to  be 
laid.  In  other  words,  they  are  always  telling  parents,  ^^Do  not 
have  your  child  take  anything  too  young.''  I  remember  <Hie  phy- 
sician saying  to  me  that  it  would  be  better  if  no  child  ever  went 
to  school,  or  was  taught  anything,  until  he  was  between  the  ages 
of  ten  and  sixteen ;  that  he  would  probably  learn  all  that  children 
now  learn  up  to  the  age  of  ten.  We  all  Imow  that  probably  more 
is  acquired  by  a  child  before  he  is  ten  than  in  all  the  years  that 
ever  follow.  We  are  certainly  in  this  country  morbidly  afraid 
of  education.  We  are  morbidly  afraid  of  putting  children  or 
yoimg  people  to  any  severe  effort.  The  poliqr  of  the  Old  World 
is  entirely  different  The  policy  of  the  Old  World  is  to  set  them 
all  running,  and  shoot  those  that  fall  to  the  rear.     That  is  true 
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in  all  their  education.  There  is  a  continual  lopping  off,  lopping 
off,  and  the  man  who  cannot  get  to  this  point  is  denied  entrance 
to  the  higher  walks  of  life.  They  may  carry  it  a  great  deal  too 
far  in  other  countries,  but  I  think  we  carry  it  too  far  in  the 
opposite  direction.  The  result  is  there  is  a  general  tendency  to 
ease  up,  ease  up,  and  we  see  it  in  all  directions.  We  see  it  in 
the  boys  that  come  up  to  college  at  nineteen  years  old  for  the 
education  that  they  ou^t  to  have,  perfectly  easily,  at  sixteen.  We 
see  it  all  along  the  line.  Therefore  it  is  that  we  oug^t  to  be  par- 
ticularly careful  in  measuring  our  results  and  in  seeing  that  the 
results  we  reach  are  really  what  they  should  be. 

A  third  reason  why  we  have  special  need  in  America  for  the 
determination  of  actual  educational  results  is  that,  alone  among 
all  modem  nations,  our  measurements  of  educational  proficiency 
are  made  almost  wholly  by  the  same  person  who  gives  the  instruc- 
tion. You  are  all  perfectly  aware  that  in  almost  every  foreign  coun- 
try the  child,  Hie  young  man,  the  college  man  or  the  schoolboy  is 
examined  by  somebody  else  than  the  person  who  has  tau^t  him. 
His  examination  in  Germany  is  not  conducted  by  the  school- 
master;  it  is  conducted  by  tliKB  university  authorities;  in  France 
it  is  the  same  thing;  it  is  conducted  by  persons  outside  the  pro- 
fessor who  gives  the  instruction  in  the  course.  You  will  say 
to  me  at  once,  '^ow  about  Hie  Regents  in  New  York  f  That  is 
an  exoeptioiu  The  examination  by  the  Board  of  Begents  in  New 
York  is  an  exception,  but  as  a  rule  the  proficiency  of  the  stu- 
dent is  tested  and  examined  only  by  the  person  who  has  tau^t 
hinu 

You  will  say  to  me,  i^We  have  entrance  examinations  to  our 
eoll^ges."  Yes,  we  have,  in  a  very  few  colleges.  Over  the  most 
of  the  country  entrance  examinations  to  colleges  are  disappearing; 
they  are  vanishing  away.  They  are  not  vanishing  here,  and  they 
win  not  vanish  here,  and  in  two  or  three  other  universities,  but 
in  the  main  the  entrance  examination  to  college  has  vanished,  has 
disappeared. 

Our  experience  with  the  statements  received  from  teachers  of 
schools  as  to  the  proficiency  of  their  pupils  has  not  been  satis- 
factory. I  am  now  referring  particularly  to  schools  which  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  sending  us  boys,  and  consequently  do  not 
know  what  our  own  tests  and  examinations  are.    We  have  found 
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the  statements  of  the  masters  by  no  means  wholly  reliable.  A 
boy  comes  with  the  statement  that  he  has  been  an  excellent 
scholar,  and  fails  miserably  in  some  subject.  The  statements  we 
have  not  found  to  be  as  reliable  as  we  would  like  to  see  them. 

Moreover,  our  own  extreme  examinations  are,  of  course,  \m- 
satisfactory.  All  examinations  are  more  or  less  unsatisfactory, 
but  when  you  have  not  an  exact  block  of  knowledge  to  examine 
on,  being  in  different  schools  and  so  forth,  it  is  very  difficult  to 
frame  a  fair  test  There  is  a  general  impression  in  the  com- 
munity that  our  entrance  examinations  have  become  more  diffi- 
cult in  the  last  generation  or  half  generation,  but  persons  who 
are  very  well  acquainted  with  them,  who  have  had  to  do  with 
preparing  boys,  give  us  some  evidence  to  the  effect  that  on  the 
whole  they  are  easier,  rather  than  harder,  than  they  were  twenty 
years  ago.  Yesterday  I  was  comparing  the  papers  in  one  sub- 
ject of  the  present  day  with  twenty  years  ago,  and  there  is  no 
question  that  the  papers  were  more  difficult  to  pass,  or  they 
were  at  least  as  difficult,  and  the  candidates  were  given  less  time 
to  pass  twenty  years  ago  than  they  are  at  the  present  day.  That 
is  simply  parenthetical. 

I  want  to  speak  about  the  defects  of  examination  conducted  by 
the  instructor  in  the  course.  The  instructor  who  conducts  his 
own  examination  in  his  own  course,  does  his  own  teaching  and 
does  his  own  examining,  has  no  standard  outside  of  himself 
by  which  he  can  compare  himself.  He  is  in  the  position  of  the 
Biblical  persons,  who,  comparing  themselves  among  themselves, 
and  measuring  themselves  by  themselves,  are  not  wise.  In  a 
school,  the  instructor  knows  little  of  the  intensity  of  application 
of  his  pupil,  but  he  does  know  the  amount  of  time  spent,  at  least 
in  school  hours,  in  study.  In  college  the  instructor  does  not 
even  know  that.  A  series  of  questions  addressed  by  a  committee 
ten  years  or  more  ago  to  instructors  and  students  about  the 
amount  of  time  spent  in  study  in  the  various  courses  revealed  an 
amazing  difference  between  the  amount  of  work  expected  and  that 
actually  done.  The  student  probably,  on  the  average,  did  not 
very  much  underrate  the  amount  of  time  that  he  spent  on  study 
in  the  courses,  but  the  discrepancies  between  what  he  said  he 
spent  and  what  the  instructor  thought  he  was  spending  were  two 
or  three  to  one. 
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I  take  it  that  the  development  of  intellectual  capacity  by  train- 
ing of  the  mind  is  a  part,  if  you  will,  the  highest  part,  of  biologi- 
cal science,  and  as  such  it  is  subject  to  the  biological  laws  of 
variation.  In  his  inquiry  into  human  faculty,  Qalton  studied 
the  variation  in  the  marks  of  the  wranglers  at  Cambridge  uni- 
versity, and  found  that  they  all  conformed  to  his  general  law 
of  the  probable  curve. 

If  the  biological  principles  apply  to  education,  the  biological 
laws  of  variation  ought  to  be  true,  and  h^ice,  in  any  large  bodies 
of  pupils,  the  curve  of  probability  ought  to  be  significant.  If 
in  two  large  courses  the  marking  varies  greatly,  there  must  be 
some  reason  for  it,  and  the  most  common  reason  is  th&t  one  is 
easier  than  the  .other,  or  the  standard  of  marking  is  more  lenient. 
There  may,  of  course,  be  other  causes.  The  instruction  may  be 
superior,  or  some  selective  principle  may  be  at  work  in  the  pupils 
that  shows  that  curve.  The  curve  of  probability  is  not  an  abscH 
lute  measure,  but  it  is  an  indication.  It  ought  to  put  one  on 
onela  guard.  It  is  a  danger  signal ;  as  the  lawyers  say,  it  gives 
notice. 

The  curve  of  probability  is  at  best  a  test  only  of  uniformity  of 
standard;  not  directly  of  efficiency.  A  course  may  be  hard 
without  being  effective  even  in  imparting  a  knowledge  of  the 
subject  tau^t,  to  day  nothing  of  its  general  effect  on  the  mental 
development  of  the  pupiL  For  instance,,  to  learn  .by  heart  the 
names  of  all  the. United  States  Senators  for  one  hundred  years 
would  be  very,  laborious,  and  it  would  teach  nothing  of  American 
history  that  was  worth  knowing.  That  may  seem  an  absurd 
illustration,  but  not  quite  so  absurd  as  it  seems.  The  student  at 
Oxford  was  formerly  obliged  to  learn  at  least  so  much  of  religious 
history  as  is  contained  in  a  list  of  the  kings  of  Israel  and  Juda. 

The  simplest  method  of  improving  the  measure  of  efficiency  is 
the  aid  of  other  examiners  besides  the  instructor  himself.  This 
tends  to  give  prominence  to  matters  generally  deemed  impor- 
tant, as  compared  with  the  particular  habits  of  the  particular 
instructor,  and  also  it  tends  to  lay  stress  on  the  grasp  of  vital 
principles,  and,  so  far  as  experts  can  be  obtained,  it  is  to  be  en- 
couraged, but  it  is  by  no  means  the  only  way  to  accomplish  the 
result  The  instructor  himself  can  do  it  if  he  conducts  his  ex- 
amination aright.    The  framing  of  examination  papers  so  as  to 
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measure  diligence  in  work,  knowledge  of  facts  and  the  grasp  of 
principles  is  the  most  difficult  and  the  most  important  single  act 
any  college  instructor  is  called  upon  to  perform;  that  is,  to 
measure  the  three.  It  is  much  easier  to  measure  for  any  one 
than  more.  It  requires  a  knowledge  not  only  of  the  subject,  but 
of  the  instructor  himself  and  of  the  capacity  and  the  habits  of 
his  pupils.  The  examination,  at  best,  measures  the  teaching  and 
the  teacher  himself,  as  well  as  the  students  to  be  taught  If 
you  want  to  know  how  efficient  the  instruction  in  a  course  is, 
read  the  examination  books  after  they  have  been  marited,  and 
that  tells  you.  If  you  want  a  standard  by  which  to  measure 
yourselves,  read  the  examination  books  in  a  course  as  nearly  as 
possible  paraUel  to  your  own.  I  remember  very  well,  before 
being  an  instructor  here,  when  I  was  on  a  visiting  committee, 
one  of  the  instructors  gave  me  that  suggestion.  Some  of  the  com- 
mittee went  to  two  or  three  lectures  in  various  courses,  and  then 
we  asked  the  instructor  to  send  us  books.  This  was  the  suggestion 
of  a  former  instructor  in  the  department,  a.  professor  emeritus. 
We  sent  for  a  number  of  books.  We  said,  ^^Send  us  a  couple  of 
A;  couple  of  B;  couple  of  C ;  couple  of  D  books.''  We  did  that 
in  each  of  the  various  courses  we  visited*  We  read  them,  and  we 
got  an  extraordinarily  dear  impression  of  the  instructor.  We 
were  not  after  the  pupils,  and  we  got  no  particular  impiessicm 
of  them,  but  we  got  an  extraordinary  impression  of  the  instruc- 
tor. It  so  happened  that  two  of  the  courses  were  virtually  par* 
alleL  I  w<m't  mention  what  they  were,  as  you  mig^t  discover 
who  the  people  were,  although  they  have  all  disappeared  horn 
si^t,  and  I  believe  them  dead.  In  one  of  them,  it  was  perfectly 
evident  that  the  instructor  had  given  his  pupils  a  grasp  of  the 
meaning  of  the  things  he  was  talking  about  The  other  man, 
curiously  enou^,  happened  to  ask  nearly  the  same  questions,  and 
it  was  perfectly  evident  that  none  of  his  pupils  had  anything 
but  a  rote  knowledge.  They  did  not  understand  the  underlying 
principles.  It  was  astonidiing,  the  mental  picture  we  got  of  the 
instructor  from  reading  those  ten  books.  We  got  an  extraordin- 
arily exact  idea  of  the  instructor's  capacity  and  his  power  of 
imparting. 

If  we  are  earnestly  seeking  for  a  measure  of  efficiency,  means 
can  certainly  be  devised,  whether  by  a  general  examination  upon 
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the  subject  at  the  end  of  a  period  of  instruction  covering  many 
ooursesy  or  by  submitting  examination  books^  irom  time  to  time 
to  colleagues  in  die  same  or  another  institution^  or  by  some  other 
test  it  would  certainly  be  possible  for  professors  in  universities  to 
determine  with  some  accuracy  the  value  of  the  instruction  that 
ihey  are  giving. 

So  far  we  have  been  dealing  only  with  the  measure  of  effi- 
ciency of  a  single  course ;  the  measure  of  efficiency  of  a  course  in 
giving  knowledge  and  command  of  the  subject-matter  covered  by 
tiiat  course.  We  have  not  considered  the  educative  value  of  that 
subject-matter,  but  merely  the  efficien<^  with  which  that  sub- 
ject-matter is  given.  We  need  more  than  that,  and  we  need  it 
very  much.  We  need  to  know  the  efficiency  of  different  sub- 
jects in  developing  general  intelligence,  and  in  preparing  for 
die  various  pursuits  in  life,  and  that  is  a  far  more  difficult 
problem,  but  one  I  believe  not  wholly  insoluble.  Here  again 
we  are  in  the  habit  of  relying  almost  wholly  on  deductive  reason- 
ing. It  stands  to  reason,  we  say,  that  a  familiarity  with  natural 
science  is  the  most  valuable  thing  for  a  physician,  a  knowledge 
of  histoiy  for  a  lawyer,  of  economics  for  a  merdiant,  a  skill  in 
handicraft  for  an  engineer,  and  may  I  add,  of  stenography  and 
typewriting  for  a  derk,  if  not,  indeed,  for  everybody  in  the 
world;  and  so  on.  Perhaps  these  assumptions  are  true;  perhaps 
1^1(7  are  true  in  part  But  in  any  case  we  ou^t  to  know  by 
ae&itt'  flMwurement  whether  they  are  true,  and  how  far  diey 
tte  correct,  and  with  the  large  number  of  young  people  that  we 
ate  training,  we  ou^t  to  be  able  to  measure  results  with  an 
elimination  of  both  accidental  and  systematic  errors.  We  can 
do  this  by  statistics,  following  the  careers  of  those  who  have 
pursued  different  studies,  with  similar  grades  of  proficiency, 
noting  their  progress  in  subsequent  studies,  professional  or  other- 
wise, and  periiaps  even  in  their  chosen  vocations  in  after  life 
where  other  favoring  or  impeding  factors  do  not  come  in. 

If  this  were  done  on  a  really  large  scale  by  skilled  statisticians, 
results  of  vast  value  mi^t  be  obtained.  As  one  of  my  predeces- 
sors many  years  ago  said,  'The  object  of  statistics  is  to  refute 
other  statistics.'^  It  must  be  done  by  trained  statisticians,  or 
any  one  is  led  into  courses  of  error,  because  they  fail  to  eliminate 
the  ^stematic  errors.     The  accidental  errors  in  large  measure 
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cancel  themselves  out,  but  the  systematic  errors  will  show,  and 
vitiate  the  result,  if  you  are  not  careful  to  guard  against  them. 
If  we  take  things  on  a  scale  large  enough,  and  by  a  skilled 
statistician,  the  result  will  be  of  vast  importance. 

Take,  for  instance,  boys  out  of  school,  who  have  now  been 
^ing  for  many  years  on  quite  different  courses.  They  are  going 
to  college;  then  they  are  going  to  leave  college  and  the  univer- 
flity.  Something,  of  course,  has  been  done  In  this  line,  but  it 
might  be  done  very  much  more,  on  a  larger  scale.  Professor  Dear- 
bom  did  a  great  deal  about  schools  and  colleges  in  regard  to 
rank.  It  might  be  done  in  regard  to  those  boys  who  pursued 
•classical,  linguistic  and  commercial  education,  and  their  subse- 
quent careers.  Of  course,  you  must  avoid  systematic  error. 
We  all  know  at  the  present  day,  if  you  took  those  figures  crudely, 
that  the  classical  man  would  appear  best.  You  know  ri^t  off 
that  the  classical  man  would  on  the  whole  show  better  in  ihid 
^lege  or  in  the  professional  school.  You  will  find  that  they 
not  only  take  better  examinations  in  Greek,  but  they  do  better  in 
othw  studies.  Why?  It  is  very  simple.  Because  they. have 
•come  from  the  best  preparatory  sdiools,  and  the  best  preparatory 
schools  are  teaching  Greek.  You  have  to  eliminate  errors  of 
that  kind.  If  you  were  to  take  that,  you  would  find  that  the  boy 
who  took  the  classics  in  his  youth,  on-  the  average  went  to  a  better 
Bchool;  on  the  average  inherited  more  capacity;  on  the  average 
had  more  impulse  towards  education;  lived  in  a  more  educated 
home ;  had,  in  general,  more  advantages.  You  would  have  to 
^ard  against  that. 

To  those  who  are  interested  iu  measurements  of  efficiency  it 
is  a  source  of  great  gratification  that  the  Department  of  Eco- 
nomics at  Harvard  has  requested  the  Department  of  Education 
to  investigate  the  efficiency  of  its  teaching.  As  yet,  it  is  too 
•early  to  speak  of  the  methods  that  are  being  employed,  for  they 
are  only  under  operation,  and  some  of  them  not  yet,  but  only 
projected,  but  it  is  fair  to  say  that  they  promise  much.  At 
present,  it  is  enough  that  by  cordial  co-operation  a  step  has  been 
taken  which  bids  fair  to  bring  education  nearer  to  the  goal  of 
an  exact  science. 
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By  Fbank  E.  SpauldinO;  Supebintbitobnt  of  Sohools, 
Nbwton,  Mass. 

'ODAY  the  most  important  and  interesting  aspect 
of  the  educational  problem,  both  in  discussion  and 
in  practice^  presents  a  remarkable  contradiction, 
— ^a  contradiction  that  would  be  amazing  were  we 
not  so  thorou^ly  inured  to  contradictions  in  our 
profession.  Everybody  is  clamoring  for  efficiency; 
almost  everybody  is  claiming  efficiency,  and  con- 
■*  stantly  increasing  efficiency — ^for  that  bit  of  edu- 
cational effort,  whatever  it  may  be,  for  which  he  feels  himself  to 
be^  immediately  responsible.  Yet  no  odier  proposition  stirs  so 
instant,  so  vigorous,  and  often  so  indignant  protest,  as  the  propo- 
rtion to  measure  efficiency, — a  proposition  which  means  the  de- 
termination by  objective  measurement  of  the  amount  or  degree 
of  that  thing  which  all  are  seeking,  and  nearly  all  are  claiming, 
to  the  end  that  we  may  know  whether  or  not  we  are  really  getting 
Of  producing  what  we  universally  desire,  to  what  extent  we  are 
getting  or  producing  it,  and  the  progress  that  we  are  making  in 
&e  direction  in  which  we  all  want  to  move,  and  in  which  every- 
one of  optimistic  temperament  thinks  he  is  moving.  It  would 
be  hard  to  conceive  a  proposition  more  simple,  more  practical,  or 
ibore  in  keeping  with  the  universal  desire ;  indeed,  it  would  seem 
that  such  a  proposition  must  grow  inevitably  out  of  the  desire 
and  claim  of  efficiency. 

la  it  Possible  to  Measure  Educational  Efjficiencyf 

The  protest  and  attack  which  the  simple  proposal  to  measure 
efficiency  is  wont  to  provoke,  are  almost  invariably  and  exclusively 
directed  at  the  possibility  of  such  measurement.  Antagonists 
and  protagonists  of  the  proposal  speedily  find  themselves  en- 
gaged in  heated  discussion  of  the  possibility  of  measuring  the 
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efficiency  of  such  things  as  personality  and  mother-love, — ^a  the- 
oretical, metaphysical  discussion,  of  the  type  for  which  our  pro- 
fession is  notorious.  There  is  need  of  no  objective  measure  to 
determine  the  lack  of  efficiency,  the  utter  futility,  of  such  dis- 
cussion. The  profligate  waste  of  thought,  enthusiasm  and  energy, 
which  such  discussion  involves,  is  at  once  ludicrous  and  pathetic. 

We  Are  Measuring  Educational  Efficiency. 

We  need  to  come  down  to  fundamental  and  pertinent  facts. 
In  the  matter  before  us,  the  most  fundamental  and  pertinent 
facts  are  these  two.  First,  we  are  measuring  efficiency  all  the 
time,  we  are  measuring  all  hinds  and  aspects  of  efficiency,  eadi 
one  from  his  own  standpoint  On  the  basis  of  the  measurements 
of  efficien<y  that  we  are  all  making  constantly,  we  are  determin- 
ing our  whole  educational  procedure,  from  the  most  comprehen- 
sive plan  of  organization, — institutional,  municipal,  state, — ^to 
the  least  detail  of  schoolroom  method.  We  are  basing  a  state- 
wide system  of  secondary  industrial  education  on  our  measure- 
ment and  determination  of  the  relatively  low  degree  of  indus- 
trial efficien<7  of  the  long-established,  conventional  high  school, 
and  on  our  measurement  and  determination  of  the  relatively 
higher  degree  of  industrial  efficiency  of  the  radically  different 
subjects  and  methods  of  instruction  that  are  brought  into  the  in- 
dustrial schools.  We  are  adopting  and  discarding  text-books  on 
the  basis  of  the  measurements  that  we  make  of  their  efficiency 
in  contributing  to  results  that  we  desire  to  produce.  We  are 
measuring  the  degrees  of  efficiency  with  which  instruction  can 
be  carried  on  in  classes  of  different  sizes  and  in  various  subjects ; 
on  the  basis  of  these  measurements,  we  are  organizing  classes  of 
twenty-five,  or  perhaps  only  fifteen  pupils,  rather  tiian  classes  of 
forty  or  fifty.  We  are  measuring  flie  efficiency  of  the  face  and 
general  appearance — attractive  or  unattractive — of  the  disposi- 
tion and  temperament,  the  sympathy^  the  enthusiasm,  the  am- 
bition, the  whole  personality  of  teachers;  and  on  the  basis  of 
these  measurements  we  are  engaging  or  rejecting,  reengaging  or 
discharging,  advancing  or  refusing  to  advance  them  in  salary  and 
position.  That  measurements  that  we  are  making  are  grossly 
crude,  even  that  they  are  unjustifiable,  inexcusable,  intolerable, 
that  tliey  are  largely  or  purely  subjective  and  individual,  we  need 
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not  stop  to  discuss;  the  single  fact  about  them  that  at  this  mo- 
ment concerns  us  is  that  they  are  made,  everywhere,  hy  everyone. 

We  Must  Measure  Education  Efficiency. 

The  second  fundamental  and  pertinent  fact  that  we  must 
recognize  is  this:  The  only  possible  way  of  avoiding  the  meas- 
uring of  efficiency  is  through  the  abandonment  of  ail  desire  and 
struggle  for  efficiency;  in  other  words,  if  we  will  have  efficiency 
we  must  measure  it. 

In  the  light  of  these  two  pertinent,  fundamental,  and  unescap- 
able  facts,  is  it  not  obvious  that  there  is  no  room  for  a  practical 
discussion  of  the  possibility  of  measuring  educational  efficiency  t 
We  are  measuring  it,  and  we  must  continue  to  measure  it  Hott 
4isn  we  do  what  we  are  doing,  and  what  we  must  continue  to  do, 
better ;  how  can  we  measure  efficiency  more  adequately  and  accu- 
rately? This  is  the  practical  question  that  immediately  oon- 
<cems  us.  Put  in  another  form,  as  I  am  about  to  take  up  the  mat- 
ter, the  question  is.  What  objective  measurements  of  educational 
efficiency  are  there  that  are  of  value ! 

Obviously,  this  is  not  a  question  to  be  answered  by  theoretical 
discussion;  it  must  be  answered  in  practice.  We  must  not  even 
be  led  astray  by  the  premature  consideration  of  the  possibility  of 
scientific  accuracy  of  measurement;  not  scientific  accuracy  of 
measurements,  but  their  practical  value,  their  usability,  must  be 
the  first  concern  of  practical  school  men. 

But  let  us  come  to  measurements  themselves.  Of  the  score  or 
more  that  I  have  here — all  of  them  used  in  the  Newton  schools — 
time  will  permit  the  presentation  of  only  a  few.  These  few  may 
:serve  to  illustrate  not  only  the  practicability,  the.  reliability  and 
value  of  objective  measurements,  but  also  to  suggest  something 
•of  the  extent,  the  complexity  and  difficulty  of  the  subject. 

A  Measure  of  a  School  8ystem*s  Efficiency. 

There  is  yet  to  be  found  a  single  adequate  measure  of  a  school 
system's  efficiency.  All  that  is  now  being  done — ^perhaps  all  that 
we  can  expect  to  do — ^is  to  measure  some  of  the  various  aspects  of 
a  system's  efficiency.  When  its  full  significance  is  considered, 
perhaps  Hie  most  important  aspect  of  a  school  system's  efficiency 
j)ertains  to  the  system's  success  in  attracting  and  holding  pupils 
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who  have  passed  the  age  up  to  which  the  law  compels  attendance. 
Attracting  and  holding  pupils  in  school  is  not,  of  course,  the  same 
thing  as  educating  them  efficiently;  it  is,  however,  a  prerequisite 
to  such  education ;  moreover,  it  furnishes,  in  the  long  run,  strong 
evidence  of  the  value  of  the  instruction  given,  for  the  judgment 
of  youth  eager  for  the  activity  and  independence  of  the  un- 
schooled world  is  not  prone  to  over-rate  the  school's  service. 

Moreover^  the  significance  of  a  school  system's  success  in 
holding  pupils  beyond  the  compulsory  age  is  not  limited  to  the  in^ 
struction  afforded  voluntary  attendants;  it  is  almost  or  quite  a& 
significant  of  the  instruction  given  those  compelled  to  attend. 
For  whether  a  child  remains  in  school  after  he  is  free  to  leave, 
depends  at  least  as  much  on  what  the  school  has  done  for  him  aa 
it  does  on  what  the  school  now  offers. 

The  measure  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Newton  school  system  in 
attracting  and  holding  pupils  beyond  compulsory  school  age  dur^ 
ing  the  last  eight  yeais  is  shown  in  the  three  small  charts  makings 
up  Chart  I  (page  229).  The  first  of  these  small  diarts  shows  the 
percentage  of  increase  each  year  over  the  nuiiibers  of  1905 — 
which  are  taken  as  the  constant  base  of  reckoning — of  voluntary 
attendants^  children  over  fourteen,  and  of  compulsory  attendants, 
children  between  seven  and  fourteei^.*  It  appears  at  a  glance- 
Hiat  the  percentage  of  increase  of  voluntary  attendants  has  been 
much  greater  than  that  of  compulsory  attendants,  dating  espe^ 
cially  from  1907.  For  the  eight  years,  the  per  cent  of  increase  of 
the  former  type  was  double  that  of  the  latter.  The  wide  range 
of  Vocational  courses,  both  commercial  and  industrial,  that  were 
developed  from  1905  to  1910,  together  with  radical  changes  in 
the  internal  organization  and  administration  of  the  schools  that 
were  brought  about  within  that  period,  furnishes  the  explanation 
of  this  rapid  improvement  in  efficiency. 

More  definite  measures  of  the  Newton  school  system's  efficiency 
in  attracting  and  holding  voluntary  attendants  are  shown  in  the 
second  and  third  small  charts  on  Chart  I.  The  first  of  these  two 
small  charts — the  middle  one  of  the  large  chart — shows  the  ratio  of 
voluntary  attendants  over  fourteen  to  compulsory  attendants  dur- 

*The  law  compelling  attendance  of  illiterates  up  to  sixteen  years  of  a^re  has 
no  appreciable  effect  here;  for  in  Newton,  the  number  of  illiterates  between 
fourteen  and  sixteen  is  always  so  small  as  to  be  negligible  in  a  measurement 
of  this  kind. 
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iug  each  year  from  1905  to  1913.  This  ratio  is  se^i  to  increase 
from  38%  in  1905  to  48%  in  1911,  the  highest  reached  within 
the  period,  then  to  drop  to  slightly  less  than  47%  in  the  two  fol- 
lowing years.     The  explanation  of  this  drop  will  be  given  later. 

Note  that  the  highest  percentage  indicated  on  this  small  chart 
is  57%.  This  is  approximately  the  maximum  possible  ratio  of 
voluntary  to  compulsory  attendants;  that  is,  under  normal  con- 
ditions, it  would  be  impossible  to  get  into  the  school  system  more 
than  67%  as  many  pupils  over  fourteen  as  there  would  be  between 
seven  and  fourteen;  hence,  a  ratio  of  57%  would  indicate  100% 
eflSciency.  This  maximum  ratio  of  57%  is  calculated  cm  this 
basis^  that  the  compulsory  age  embraces  children  of  an  age-range 
of  seven  years — that  is,  children  of  seven,  eight,  nine,  ten,  eleven, 
twelve  and  thirteen  years,  while  the  voluntary  attendants  are 
practically  confined  to  a  range  of  four  years, — ^that  is,  to  children 
of  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  and  seventeen.  The  comparatively 
few  who  continue  in  school  beyond  the  eighteenth  birthday  would 
approximately  make  good  the  shrinkage  in  numbers  of  the  upper 
years  due  to  death.  With  this  understanding  of  the  chart  in 
mind,  we  see  at  once  the  progress  made  in  the  years  covered,  also 
the  progress  yet  to  be  made  before  the  highest  possible  efficiency 
is  reached. 

On  the  basis  of  57%,  as  the  possible  maximum  ratio  of  vol- 
imtary  to  compulsory  attendants,  the  percentage  of  efficiency  of 
the  sdiool  system  in  attracting  and  holding  voluntary  attendants, 
is  shown  each  year  from  1905  to  1913  inclusive  in  the  last  of 
the  three  small  charts  (Chart  I,  p.  229).  This  percentage  of 
efficiency  is  seen  to  rise  from  not  quite  68  in  1905  to  slightly  over 
85  in  1911,  then  ta  drop  to  82  in  1912  and  1913.  Expressed  in 
the  familiar  terms  of  school  grades,  the  school  system's  grade  was 
raised  from  D  to  J3  in  six  years. 

But  what  is  the  significance  of  the  slight  falling  off  in  the  last 
two  years  ?  Does  this  indicate  a  real  decline  in  efficiency  ?  No ; 
this  apparent  decline  was  brought  about  by  a  sudden  disturbance 
of  conditions  from  without  X^e  first  of  the  three  small  charts 
shows  an  imprecedented  increase  in  compulsory  attendants  for 
the  year  1912;  this  excessive  increase 'was  due  to  the  influx  of 
over  200  children  from  a  Parochial  School,  most  of  whom  were 
of  compulsory  age,  scarcely  any  over  fourteen.    Such  an  abnormal 
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increase,  equal  to  about  double  the  normal  increase  of  compulsory 
attendants,  was  sufficient  to  affect  materially  the  ratio  between 
compulsory  and  voluntary  attendants. 

This  artificial  disturbance  and  its  effect  make  it  clear  that  such 
measurements  as  these  must  be  checked  up  in  the  light  of  a 
knowledge  of  conditions  imder  which  they  are  made.  In  an 
industrial  center,  a  season  of  prosperity,  in  which  there  is  strong 
demand  for  youtliful  laborers,  will  tend  to  reduce  the  number  of 
voluntary  attendants  in  the  schools,  while  a  season  of  industrial 
depression  will  tend  to  have  the  opposite  effect;  thus  the  ratio  of 
voluntary  to  compulsory  attendants  may  be  made  to  vary  markedly 
through  influences  over  wiiich  the  school  has  no  control.  So,  too, 
the  different  economic  and  social  conditions  of  two  places  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  when  comparing  the  attracting  and 
holding  efficiency  of  the  school  systems  of  those  places.  These 
measurements  show  degrees  of  success,  but  they  do  not  show  de- 
grees of  difficulty  in  attaining  success. 

Measuring  the  Product  of  a  Tear's  Work. 

Chart  II  (p.  232)  shows  measurements  of  quantitative  accom- 
plishment of  a  yearns  work  in  the  several  grades  of  the  Newton 
elementary  schools  for  the  last  school  year,  1912-13.  Accepting 
one  grade  as  the  normal  accomplishment  of  a  year's  work,  the 
excess  and  the  deficit,  expressed  in  hundredths  of  a  grade,  are 
represented  respectively  by  the  bars  extending  to  the  right  and  to 
the  left  from  the  median  line  of  the  chart  For  every  pupil-year 
of  work  in  the  first  grade  there  was  an  accomplishment  equal  to 
seven-hundredths  less  than  one  full  grade,  or  .93  of  a  grade ;  for 
every  pupil-year  of  work  in  the  third,  fourth,  and  sixth  grades, 
there  was  an  accomplishment  of  six-hundredths  more  than  one 
grade  of  work;  the  average  accomplishment  for  the  city,  all 
grades,  per  pupil-year  of  work  was  three-hundredths  more  than 
one  grade. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  thing  on  this  chart  is  the  accom- 
plishment of  ungraded  rooms — ^that  is,  rooms  for  misfit  children, 
mostly  classed  as  backward;  this  accomplishment,  equal  to  eighty- 
hundredths  more  than  a  grade  for  every  pupil-year  of  work,  could 
only  be  indicated,  not  represented,  on  the  chart  While  iJie  un- 
graded classes  were  scarcely  two-thirds  as  large  as  the  average. 
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Chart  II.  Showing  the  ayeraffe  accomplishment  by  grades  for  each  pupil- 
year  of  work,  Newton  elementary  schools,  1912-13.  Assuming  one 
grade  as  normal  accomplishment  for  a  year's  work,  only  the  excess 
or  deficit  is  here  represented. 
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and  while  they  were  in  charge  of  relatively  high  salaried  teachers, 
making  the  cost  for  a  pupil-year  of  instruction  higher  than  in. 
any  of  the  regular  grades^  the  cost  of  a  pupil-grade  of  achieve- 
ment was  lowest  in  these  rooms,  owing  to  the  greatly  superior 
pupil-accomplishment. 

As  courses  of  study  are  constructed,  the  satisfactory  accom- 
plishment of  each  grade  is  supposed  to  require,  on  the  average, 
the  same  time  as  every  other,  that  is,  normally  one  year.  This 
chart  shows  to  what  extent  this  supposition  is  justified  in  prao- 
tice.#  The  first,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  seem  to  be  more 
difficult  of  accomplishment  than  are  the  others ;  the  largest  differ- 
ence lies  between  the  first  grade,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  third, 
fourth  and  sixth  on  the  other.  A  child  in  any  one  of  the  three 
last  named  grades  accomplishes  in  a  year  thirteen-hundredths,  or 
14%,  more  than  does  a  child  in  the  first  grade.  Should  the  same 
ratio  of  accomplishment  to  work  be  shown  through  two  or  three 
years,  this  would  indicate  the  need  of  better  adjustment  of  the 
grade  requirements. 

The  ten  school  districts  composing  the  elementary  school  sys- 
tem of  Kewton  are  each  striving,  like  so  many  branches  of  an  ex- 
tensive manufacturing  plant,  to  make  a  creditable  achievement  The 
achievement  made  by  each  district  for  the  year  1912-13,  expressed 
in  terms  of  grade-accomplishment  for  each  pupil-year  of  work  is 
shown  on  Chart  III  (p.  234).  As  in  Chart  II,  only  the  excess  or 
deficit  of  accomplishment,  compared  with  one  full  grade  for  a 
pupil-year  of  work,  is  indicated  on  the  chart, — the  excess,  ex- 
pressed in  hundredths  of  a  grade,  shown  by  bars  extending  to  the 
ri^t,  the  deficit  by  bars  extending  to  the  left  of  a  median  line. 

It  appears  that  in  districts  6  and  7  just  one  grade  was  accom- 
plished  for  each  pupil-year  of  work ;  the  double  district,  3-4  is  the 
only  one  that  failed — and  that  by  one  one-hundredth — ^to  accom- 
plish a  grade  per  year  of  work ;  districts  1,  2,  5,  8  and  10,  exceeded 
the  average  accomplishment  of  the  city,  all  other  districts  fell  be- 
low this  average  by  two  to  four  hundredths  of  a  grade  each. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  district  5,  which  shows  the 
largest  accomplishment,  is  the  district  in  which  were  the  ungraded 
rooms  whose  superior  achievement  was  shown  on  Chart  II;  also 
that  the  superior  accomplishment  of  this  district  was  due  to  those 
ungraded  rooms,  for  when  those  are  left  out  of  the  reckoning 
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Cteri  ///.  Showing  the  average  grade  accomplishment  per  pupil-year  of 
work  by  school  districts,  Newton  schools,  1912-13.  As  in  Chart  II, 
aasiiming  one  grade  as  normal,  only  the  excess  or  deficit  is  repre- 
sented. 
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this  diBtrict  shows  an  accomplishment  of  one  one-hundredth  more 
than  a  grade  for  each  pupil-year  of  work,  which  is  two-hundredths 
less  thui  the  average  for  the  city.  Could  there  be  a  more  impres- 
sive demonstration  of  the  importance  of  maintaining  ungraded 
rooms — of  course  imder  conditions  that  require  them  ? 

As  a  stimulus  to  principals  and  teachers  responsible  for  the 
work  of  the  several  districts,  this  chart  (III)  is  invaluable.  Its 
value  lies  in  its  objectivity  and  impersonality  not  less  than  in 
its  definiteness.  On  the  basis  of  his  observations,  were  the  super- 
intendent to  express  his  personal  opinion  to  principal  and  teachers 
of  district  3-4  that  their  grade  accomplishment  was  the  lowest  in 
the  city,  his  statement  would  be  met  with  incredulity  and  re- 
sentment; but  when  this  fact  is  revealed  objectively  and  mathe- 
matically, their  reaction  takes  the  more  productive  form  of  de- 
termination to  find  out  the  reasons  for  this  relative  failure  and  to 
apply  the  remedies. 

How  the  grade-accomplishment  by  districts  for  the  year  1912- 
18  compares  with  the  previous  accomplishment  of  the  same  dis- 
tricts, and  largely  of'  the  same  children,  may  be  seen  by  com- 
paring Chart  HI  (p.  234)  with  Chart  IV  (p.  236).  The  latter 
chart  shows  in  hundredths  of  a  year  the  time  in  excess  of  one  year 
that  had  been  required  on  the  average  by  all  pupils  beginning  the 
school  year  1912-13  to  accomplish  each  grade  of  work  that  they 
had  to  their  credit  up  to  that  time.  In  not  a  single  district  had 
the  pupils  averaged  as  much  as  a  grade  of  accomplishment  per 
year  of  work ;  the  district  making  the  best  showing  was  No.  10,  in 
which  only  1.03  years  had  been  required  for  each  grade,  equiva- 
lent to  .97  of  a  grade  per  year,  or  less  than  the  accomplishment 
of  the  district  standing  lowest  in  this  respect  in  the  year  1912-13 ; 
the  districts  making  the  poorest  showing,  2  and  3-4,  had  consumed 
1.19  years  for  each  grade  accomplished,  which  is  equivalent  to  .84 
of  a  grade  for  each  year's  work. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  marked  gain  in  accomplishment  in 
the  year  1912-13  was  due  in  some  measure  to  the  effect  of  Chart 
ni  which  was  worked  out  early  in  the  year  and  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  principals  of  the  several  districts. 

Measuring  Costs  of  Production, 
In  every  productive  enterprise  that  is  managed  efficiently  there 
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Chart  IV.  Showing*  in  hundredths  of  a  year  the  time  in  excess  of  one 
year  that  was  consumed  in  the  several  Newton  elementary  school 
districts  in  the  accomplishment  of  each  pupil-grade  of  work — ^in 
bringing  pupils  up  to  the  point  reached  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1912-13. 
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is  careful  reckoning  of  the  cost  of  each  unit  of  product  In  our 
school  enterprise  the  product  may  be  rated  in  terms  of  grades 
accomplished.  Chart  V  (p.  238)  shows  by  districts  and  for  the 
city  the  cost  of  teaching  that  resulted  in  one  grade  of  accomplish- 
ment, both  for  the  year  1912-13  and  the  average  for  five  years 
preceding  that  year.  Although  the  cost  of  a  pupil-year  of  instruc- 
tion was  uniformly  more  in  1912-13  than  the  average  for  the  five 
preceding  years,  owing  to  increased  salaries  of  teachers,  the  re- 
sults as  indicated  by  the  grades  accomplished  were  so  much 
larger  that  in  every  district  there  is  shown  a  reduction  in  the  cost 
of  imits  of  product. 

This  chart  makes  easy  impressive  comparisons  of  unit  costs 
among  the  districts,  between  each  district  and  the  city  average, 
and  over  a  period  of  years  in  the  same  district.  Such  compari- 
sons stimulate  and  direct  analyses  of  costs,  of  conditions  that  de- 
termine costs;  such  analyses,  and  only  such  analyses,  lead  to  the 

intelligent  reduction  of  costs. 

r 
Measuring  the  Qvality  of  the  Product. 

We  have  been  treating  the  unit  of  accomplishment,  the  grade, 
as  though  this  unit  were  uniform,  as  though  the  accomplishment 
of  a  grade  signified  that  a  definite  quantity  of  work  had  been  done, 
and  that  of  a  definite  quality.  We  know  very  well,  however,  that 
the  grade  is  not  strictly  uniform,  either  in  quantity  or  in  quality ; 
no  two  pupils  covering  a  grade  even  under  the  same  teacher  make 
achievements  that  are  identical  either  in  quantity  or  in  quality, 
and  between  the  best  and  the  poorest  pupil  that  is  "passed"  there 
is  always  a  wide  diflFerence.  More  than  this,  the  grade  achieve- 
ments with  which  we  have  been  dealing  have  not  been  checked 
or  inflfuenced  by  uniform  examinations  for  promotion.  No  such 
examinations  have  been  given  in  the  Newton  schools  within  the 
present  generation  of  pupils.  Teachers,  under  the  supervision  of 
their  principals,  are  responsible  for  their  pupils'  advancement, 
and  their  certification  of  advancement  is  accepted.  Under  these 
circumstances,  is  it  not  quite  possible  that  the  teachers  of  certain 
districts — ambitious  to  make  a  good  showing  by  the  quantity  of 
their  achievement,  "passed"  pupils  who  would  not  be  "passed" 
in  other  districts,  or  have  taken  pupils  superficially  over  a  large 
amount  of  work,  thus  sacrificing  quality  to  quantity?    In  other 
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Chart  V.  Showing  by  school  districts,  Newton  schools,  the  average  cost 
of  teaching  tlukt  accomplishes  one  pupil-grade  of  advancement.  Small 
circles  within  the  bars  have  no  significance  in  this  or  in  following 
charts  in  which  they  occur. 
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words,  could  the  quality,  or  the  real  value,  of  the  grade  accom- 
plishment that  the  several  districts  credit  to  themselves  be  meas- 
ured, might  not  this  reveal  achievements  radically  different  from 
those  certified  by  the  teachers — interested  parties?  Might  not 
such  measurements  show,  for  instance,  that  the  product  turned 
out  by  one  district  at  a  low  unit  cost,  on  account  of  the  large 
quantity,  was  really  an  inferior  article,  bought  dearly  even  at  a 
low  price  ? 

Bealizing  all  these  possibilities,  and  many  more,  we  have  sought 
a  measurement  of  the  quality,  or  value,  of  achievement  by  dis- 
tricts. Such  a  measure — ^by  no  means  perfect,  but  valuable  and 
"fair" — ^we  think  we  have  found  in  the  success — ^that  is  in  the 
standing  in  subjects  studied — of  the  pupils  sent  by  the  grammar 
schools  to  the  high  schools.  Such  a  measure,  comparative,  it 
shown  in  Chart  VI  (p.  240). 

This  chart  shows  ihe  relative  success — during  their  first  hi^ 
school  year — of  the  representatives  of  each  grammar  school  dis- 
trict in  all  subjects,  and  in  the  single  subject  of  English,  which 
is  pursued  by  all  high  school  pupils ;  this  chart  shows  success  by 
quarters  for  the  year  1911-12  and  also  the  average  for  four  years 
ending  in  1911-12.  It  is  unnecessary  to  explain  here  how  these 
measures  of  quality  are  obtained ;  they  possess  only  comparative, 
no  absolute  value.  As  comparative  measures,  everyone  interested 
accepts  them  as  reliable. 

Detailed  comparisons,  almost  without  limit,  of  the  comparative 
quality  of  work  done  by  the  several  districts,  as  shown  on  this 
diart,  may  be  made  with  the  quantity  and  unit  costs  of  work 
done  by  the  several  districts,  as  shown  on  Charts  III  (p.  284), 
IV  (p.  236),  and  V  (p.  238).  Merely  for  illustration,  it  may  be 
pointed  out  that  the  district  that  stands  distinctly  ahead  of  all 
others  on  this  quality-measuring  chart,  District  9,  stands  next 
to  the  highest  in  quantity  of  achievement  in  Chart  IV  (p.  236). 

Measurement  of  the  quality  of  grammar  school  work  by  the 
comparative  success  in  high  school  of  representatives  of  the  gram- 
mar schools  might  be  grossly  misleading  under  some  conditions, 
for  instance,  in  a  city  in  which  some  schools  carried  nearly  all 
pupils — those  of  mediocre  and  inferior  natural  ability,  as  well 
as  those  of  superior  talent — through  the  elementary  and  on  into 
high  school,  while  others  sent  only  a  selected  few,   and  those 
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•Chart  VI.  Showing  the  comparative  success  of  the  product  of  Newton 
grammar  schools  as  measured  by  the  Newton  high  schools.  Average 
quality  of  work  of  Freshmen  in  each  of  the  first  three  quartern  of 
the  year  1911-12,  also  for  the  four  years  ending  with  1911-12,  is  repre- 
sented in  English  by  solid  black  bars,  in  all  subjects  by  crossed  iMkrs. 
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generally  of  superion  natural  ability,  to  high  school.  Such  is  not 
the  condition  in  !N'ewton.  Here  it  has  long  been  a  dominant  aim 
of  every  grammar  school  to  send  the  largest  possible  percentage 
of  its  pupils  into  some  of  the  numerous  and  widely  varied  high 
school  courses — and  every  school  is  succeeding  in  this,  none  send- 
ing less  than  eighty,  some  sending  almost  one  hundred  per  cent 
of  their  pupils  to  high  school. 

Measuring  Educational  Values. 

The  academic  discussion  of  educational  values  is  as  futile  as 
it  is  fascinating.  Which  b  more  valuable,  a  course  in  Latin  pr  a 
course  in  the  machine  shop  ?  Which  is  more  valuable,  an  acre  of 
land  or  a  loaf  of  bread  ?  There  are,  there  can  be,  no  permanent, 
no  absolute  and  universal  answers  to  such  questions  as  these; 
but  there  are  and  there  must  be,  temporary,  relative  and  local 
assignments  of  value  to  everything,  material  or  spiritual,  that 
man  desires.  So  while  we  educational  practitioners  have  been 
waiting  on  the  educational  theorists  for  an  evaluation  of  the  va- 
rious subjects  of  actual  or  possible  school  curricula,  we  have  been 
determining  for  our  own  schools  definitely  and  minutely  the  rela- 
tive values  of  every  such  subject.  And  we  have  done  this,  for 
the  most  part,  without  knowing  it  The  school  administrator 
simply  cannot  avoid  assigning  educational  values  every  time  he 
determines  the  expenditure  of  a  dollar. 

It  may  give  us  a  shock— but  it  will  be  a  wholesome  one — ^to 
confront  ourselves  with  the  relative  values  that  we  have  thus  un- 
consciously assigned  to  various  subjects.  Chart  VII  (p.  242) 
shows  graphically  the  relative  value  that  was  assigned  last  year 
to  every  subject  taught  in  tEe  Newton  High  School.  It  had  been 
determined,  wisely  or  unwisely,  thoughtlessly  or  intelligently, 
that  in  that  school  just  then  five  and  nine-tenths  pupil  recitations 
in  Greek  were  of  the  same  value  as  23.8  pupil-recitations  in 
French;  that  twelve  pupil-recitations  in  science  were  equivalent 
in  value  to  19.2  pupil-recitations  in  English;  and  that  it  took 
41,7  pupil-recitations  in  vocal  music  to  equal  the  value  of  13.9 
pupil-recitations  in  art. 

Thus  confronted,  do  we  feel  like  denying  the  equivalency  of 
these  values — ^we  cannot  deny  our  responsibility  for  fixing  ^em 
as  we  do?     That  is  a  wholesome  feeling,  if  it  leads  to  a  wiser 
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Chart  VII.  Equivalent  educational  values  in  the  Newton  High  School  as 
shown  by  the  purchasing  power  of  one  dollar  expended  for  claae  in- 
struction, 1912-13. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Measurements  of  Efficiency  in  Secondary  Schools   243 

assignment  of  values  in  future.  Greater  wisdom  in  these  assign- 
ments will  oome  not  by  reference  to  any  supposed  fixed  and  in- 
herent values  in  these  subjects  themselves,  but  from  a  study  of 
local  conditions  and  needs.  I  know  nothing  about  the  absolute 
value  of  a  recitation  in  Greek  as  compared  with  a  recitation  in 
French  or  in  English.  I  was  convinced,  however,  by  very  con- 
crete and  quite  local  considerations,  that  when  the  obligations 
of  the  past  year  expired,  we  ought  to  purchase  no  more  Greek 
instruction  at  the  rate  of  5.9  pupil-recitations  for  a  dollar.  So 
this  year,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Kewton  High 
School,  we  are  buying  no  Greek;  until  last  yearns  price  can 
be  materially  reduced,  we  shall  continue  to  invest  in  other  subjects. 

Measuring  and  Charting  Actual  Instruction. 

Elaborate  courses  of  study  on  paper,  showing  with  mathemati- 
cal accuracy  the  number  of  periods  per  week  and  the  number  of 
years  devoted  to  each  subject,  give  no  adequate  conception  of  the 
actual  educational  employment  of  the  secondary  school  youth  of 
a  community  at  any  given  time.  If  one  week's  work  of  every 
pupil  that  was  last  year  in  the  !N'ewton  secondary  schools  could 
have  been  recorded  successively  by  a  properly  sensitized  photo- 
graphic plate,  the  composite  picture  that  might  have  been  de- 
veloped from  this  record  would  have  shown  the  pursuit  of  the 
various  subjects  in  the  proportions  graphically  indicated  on  Chart 
VIII  (p.  244).  Eesolving  into  one  hundred  equal  parts  the  edu- 
cation that  the  Newton  composite  secondary  pupil  was  then  re- 
ceiving, we  find  that  one-tenth  of  one  part  was  Greek,  while  seven- 
teen parts  were  English;  the  remaining  eighty-two  and  nine- 
tenths  parts  made  up  in  the  proportions  indicated  of  the  seventeen 
subjects,  from  pattern-making  to  mathematics,  that  are  recorded 
between  Greek  and  English. 

Is  the  Newton  composite  secondary  school  pupil  being  ade- 
quately prepared  to  meet  the  composite  demands  of  that  society 
which  education  should  fit  him  to  serve?  Some  help,  at  least, 
in  answering  this  question  may  be  found  by  studying  this  com- 
posite photograph  which  should  be  complemented  by  a  composite 
of  the  needs  of  social  service,  using  this  term  in  its  broadest 
ienae. 
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Chart  VIII,  Showing  the  ingredients  of  the  education  of  a  "composite'^ 
pupil  in  the  Newton  secondary  schools.  Expose  for  one  week  the 
education  of  every  pupil  to  a  properly  sensitized  photographic  plate, 
and  the  "composite**  result  would  show  ingredients  as  indicated  on 
this  chart. 
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Adjusting  Education  to  Society's  Need  of  Service. 

Just  what  we  mean  by  preparing  adequately  our  secondary 
school  pupils  as  a  whole  to  meet  the  wide  range  of  legitimate  ser- 
vice that  society  is  demanding  of  the  on-coming  generation  can 
be  shown  more  clearly  if  we  direct  our  attention  to  a  limited 
portion  of  the  field  of  secondary  education  and  to  a  few  types 
of  service  that  society  demands.  In  the  Newton  Vocational  Sdiool 
the  boys  are  learning  certain  trades,  known  as  machine  shop,  pat- 
tem-makingy  electrical,  cabinet  making  and  printing.  The  pro- 
portionate distribution  of  the  total  number  of  boys  in  the  sdiool 
among  these  several  trades  is  represented  by  the  solid  blade  bars 
on  Chart  IX  (p.  246).  These  bars  are  drawn  on  the  scale  of  one 
hundred;  that  is,  the  total  of  the  four  bars  equals  100%,  or  the 
total  number  of  boys  in  the  school,  of  these  44%  are  learning 
machine  shop  and  pattern-making  trades,  25%  electrical  trades, 
and  so  on. 

Similarly  there  is  represented  on  this  chart  by  crossed  bars  the 
distribution  of  workers  in  the  principal  skilled  industries  of  Bos- 
ton as  shown  by  the  last  census;  tor  example,  the  chart  shows  that 
30%  of  such  workers  are  engi^ed  in  the  metal  trades  and  27% 
in  printing  and  publishing.  Note  that  each  school  trade  is  repre- 
sented on  the  chart  immediately  above  that  actual  trade  for  which 
the  school  trade  is  preparing  its  pupils. 

This  chart  is  of  no  value  in  itself;  it  has  been  prepared  and 
is  presented  solely  to  show  the  type  of  chart,  or  charts,  that  both 
the  educational  and  industrial,  also  the  commercial  and  profes- 
sional worlds,  need.  Similar  to  this  chart,  there  should  be  con* 
structed  a  chart,  or  rather  a  series  of  charts,  based  on  adequate 
data,  that  would  show,  on  the  one  hand,  the  proportionate  dis- 
tribution of  workers  engaged  in  industrial,  commercial  and  pro- 
fessional pursuits,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  proportionate 
distribution  of  pupils,  including  those  in  private  as  well  as  those 
in  public  institutions,  among  various  courses  of  training  that 
definitely  prepare  for  different  types  of  service.  Such  charts 
should  include  the  data  gathered  from  a  large  area;  all  New 
England  would  not  be  too  large  an  area,  anything  less  than  the 
state  would  be  too  small,  for  the  output  of  any  school  may  easily 
adjust  itself  to  the  demands  for  service  in  a  region  extending 
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Chart  IX.    Showing  the  adjustment  ot  edaoation  to  industrial  needs. 
This  chart  has  illustrative  value  only. 
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far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  community,  even  though  that  commu- 
nity be  a  large  city,  in  which  the  school  is  located. 

It  would  be  hi^ly  desirable  to  have  a  series  of  charts  of  this 
type  national  in  their  scope,  and  also  a  considerable  number  of 
series,  each  covering  a  section  of  country  somewhat  unified  from 
the  industrial  and  commercial  standpoint;  state  charts  would 
serve  fairly  well  if  all  states,  or  all  states  in  a  unified  section, 
were  charted. 

Just  how  could  such  charts  be  used  to  advantage?  Let  us 
illustrate  concretely  with  Chart  IX  (p.  246).  Suppose  this  chart 
represented  conditions  in  the  skilled  industries  and  in  the  trafle 
schools  of  all  kinds,  not  of  Boston  and  Newton,  but  of  all  New 
England.  It  would  show  to  the  trade  schools  throughout  that  re- 
gion that  training  for  the  metal  and  wood-working  trades  was 
being  relatively  overdone,  that  training  for  the  electrical  trades 
was  being  enormously  overdone,  that  training  for  printing  and 
publishing  was  underdone,  while  no  training  at  all  was  being  pro- 
vided for  the  remaining  trades,  boot  and  shoe^  sheet  metal^  and 
marble  and  stone.  It  would  then  be  incumbent  on  the  schools  to 
bring  about  a  different  distribution  among  their  pupils  just  enter- 
i^g  on  their  training,  discouraging  entrance  on  trades  likely  to  be 
oversupplied,  and  encouraging  entrance  on  trades  likely  to  be  un- 
dersupplied  with  workers,  perhaps  establishing  new  courses  of 
training  in  order  to  turn  out  a  skilled  product  capable  of  render- 
ing the  greatest  service. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  the  value  of  these  charts, 
to  be  used  in  this  way,  would  depend  on  their  up-to-dateness.  In 
their  educational  features  they  should  be  revised  every  year,  for 
the  effort  of  many  schools  to  adjust  their  training  to  the  demands 
for  service  mi^t,  if  long  unchecked,  result  in  a  maladjustment  as 
bad  as  that  which  they  had  sought  to  correct ;  for  example,  noting 
one  year  that  training  for  electrical  trades  was  being  greatly 
overdone,  while  that  for  printing  and  publishing  was  being  un- 
derdone, the  correction  of  this  maladjustment  mi^t  soon  result 
in  a  reversal  of  these  conditions.  In  their  industrial,  commercial 
and  professional  features,  these  charts  should  be  revised  as  often 
as  the  necessary  data  become  available. 

If  the  state  and  the  nation  are  really  in  earnest  about  vocational 
education^  and  vocational   guidance,   the   incalculable  value  of 
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charts  like  Hheae,  both  to  educatioa  and  to  industrial,  oommeroal 
and  professional  interests,  becomes  at  once  apparent 

Of  What  Value  are  These  Meaeurementst 

Do  these  measurements  that  have  been  presented  actually  meas* 
ure,  do  they  even  aid  in  determining  degrees  of  efficiency  t  The 
only  competent  answers  to  this  question  must  come  from  experi- 
ence. These  measures,  and  many  others  somewhat  similar,  are 
proving  useful  to  me  and  to  those  working  with  me.  The  doubt 
of  their  value,  the  certainty  of  their  lack  of  value,  that  any  one  who 
has  never  used  them  may  entertain,  detracts  not  one  iota  from 
their  usefulness  to  us.  No  more  does  the  failure  to  find  them  use- 
ful by  one  who  tries  them  lessen  their  usefulness  to  us.  A  yard- 
stidc  is  of  no  use  to  the  man  who  will  not  apply  it ;  neither  is  it 
of  use  to  the  man  who  applies  it  with  such  lack  of  confidence  that 
he  at  once  ignores  it«  indications,  prefering  to  rely  on  his  own 
guess  at  dimensions. 

By  these  remarks  I  would  not  be  understood  to  place  any  exag- 
gerated value,  even  for  my  own  use,  on  such  measurements  as  I 
have  shown  you ;  no  one  can  appreciate  their  crudity  more  keenly 
than  L  The  single  point  that  I  wish  to  make  stand  out  clearly,  in 
c(mclusion,  is  this:  Theoretical  and  controversial  discussion  of 
the  possibility  or  of  the  value  of  objective  measurements  of  effi- 
ciency can  accomplish  nothing  useful.  Any  one  who  sincerely  de- 
sires to  make  a  real  contribution — ^positive  or  n^ative — ^to  the 
subject  of  practical  measurements,  will  earnestly  try,  with  open 
mind,  to  measure  the  efficiency  of  some  of  the  innumerable 
aspects  of  educational  procedure. 
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^Is  Scientific  Accuracy  Possible  in  the  Meas- 
urement of  the  Efficiency  of  Instruction?'^ 

By  Qeobob  Dsatton   Stbaysb^  Ph.  D.,   Pbofbssob  of 

Educational  Admikistbation^  Teaohbbs  Coli^eob^ 

Columbia    Univebsitt. 

'OTHINQ  has  been  more  oommon  in  educational 
practice  than  the  measurement  of  the  efficiency  of 
instruction.  One  teacher's  work  has  been  adjudged 
satisf actory,  •  and  he  has  been  retained  because  of 
efficiency.  Another  teacher's  work  has  been  de- 
clared imsatisfactory,  and  he  has  been  dismissed 
because  of  inability  to  give  instruction.  Pupils  have 
been  advanced  or  retarded  in  proportion  as  they 
have  accomplished  results  which  we  insider  satisfactory  or  un- 
satisfactory^ and  these  products  which  we  have  attempted  to 
measure  have^  of  course,  been  a  measure  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
instruction  given.  At  times  we  have  changed  the  whole  organiza- 
tion of  our  schools  in  order  to  introduce  a  type  of  instruction 
which  was  supposedly  more  efficient.  This  has  been  true  of 
elementary  schools,  secondary  schools,  and  of  college  and  uni- 
versity work.  Courses  of  study  and  curricula  have  been  modi- 
fied, as  we  have  thought  the  results  achieved  failed  to  meet  the 
demand  which  might  legitimately  be  made  upon  our  schools. 
Nothing  is  more  common  in  our  educational  history  than  for  the 
method  of  instruction  employed  in  a  given  subject  to  be  dianged 
in  the  light  of  some  opinion  which  declared  that  greater  efficiency 
was  to  be  secured  by  a  new  method.  Indeed,  there  is  no  part  of 
our  educational  practice  which  has  not  undergone  change  in 
response  to  the  judgment  of  some  more  or  less  well  qualified  per- 
son who  has  declared  that  the  instruction  given  was  in  one,  or 
in  all  particulars,  unsatisfactory. 

From  the  standpoint  both  of  teachers  and  of  pupils,  the  exami- 
nation, as  it  has  existed,  and  as  we  have  it  today,  is  the  most 
obvious  method  employed  in  judging  of  the  efficiency  of  instruo- 
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tion.  It  mi^t  be  well,  briefly,  to  examine  the  results  which  we 
secure  by  this  means  before  suggesting  the  necessity  for  greater 
accuracy  in  measuring  the  results  of  school  work.  In  most  ex- 
aminations it  has  been  customary  to  give  equal  credit  to  each 
of  the  questions  asked,  or  to  weight  the  questions  without  any 
careful  measure  of  their  real  difficulty.  Examinations  have  been 
given  in  which  it  was  possible  for  every  pupil  to  answer  one  of 
the  questions,  while  in  the  same  examination  there  mi^t  appear 
another  question  which  could  be  answered  only  by  two  or  three 
bri^test  members  of  the  class.  In  such  an  examination  it 
is  not  usual  to  have  assigned  to  each  of  these  4^estions  exactly 
the  same  value.  Other  teachers,  if  not  more  conscientious,  at 
least  more  critical  of  this  system  of  measuring,  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  weighting  the  questions  which  they  assigned.  One 
question  is,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  their  judgment  as  to  this 
difficulty,  given  a  wei^t  two  or  three  times  greater  than  some 
other.  The  difficulty  with  this  sort  of  a  test  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  judgment  of  the  teacher  very  frequently  fails  to  coincide 
with  the  facts  in  the  case.  I  once  had  a  group  of  students  rate 
for  relative  difficulty  the  problems  to  be  given  to  a  class  in 
mathematics.  They  were  interested  to  discover  later  that  cer- 
tain of  the  problems  which  were  rated  among  the  hardest  proved 
most  easy  for  the  boys  and  girls  who  took  the  test,  while  other 
problems,  which  were  thought  to  be  extremely  easy,  were  found, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  be  among  the  hardest  Wherever  any  such 
tests  of  the  relative  difficulty  of  questions  asked  of  pupils  has 
been  made,  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  judgment  of  a  teacher, 
even  thou^  confirmed  by  the  judgment  of  two  or  three  others, 
is  apt  to  be  untrustworthy.  It  is  easy,  then,  to  discover  that  this 
sort  of  measurement  of  llie  efficiency  of  instruction  works  a  real 
injustice  in  the  rating  of  pupils,  and  may  fail  to  give  any  very 
fair  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  work  done  to  a  teacher  or 
supervisor. 

Not  only  have  the  measurements  which  we  have  commonly 
applied,  failed  because  of  the  failure  to  weight  accurately  the 
various  questions  which  are  asked,  but  also  by  virtue  of  the  large 
subjective  factor  which  has  entered  in  the  marking  of  such  papers. 
In  experiments  which  I  have  tried,  I  have  discovered  that  the 
marks  assigned  to  high  school  papers  by  competent  teachers, 
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Ytaj  by  as  much  as  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  highest  mark 
assigned.  That  is,  a  paper  marked  eighty  per  cent  by  one 
teacher,  may  be  marked  as  low  as  sixty  by  another.  I  have 
found,  as  well,  that  these  same  papers,  if  re-marked  after  a  con- 
siderable intervale  of  time  by  the  same  teachers  who  originally 
evaluated  them,  will  show  remarkable  discrepancies  in  the  marks 
assigned  by  the  same  individual.  For  example,  marker  A,  who 
assigned  a  value  of  ei^ty  per  cent  to  a  paper  in  mathematics, 
may,  the  next  time  he  marks  it,  call  it  worth  seventy  per  cent, 
and  may  a  month  later,  when  he  marks  it  again,  call  it  worth 
ninety  per  cent.  That  is,  there  is  every  probability  that  the  in- 
dividual marker  will  vary  from  the  mark  which  he  originally  gave 
by  just  about  the  same  amount  as  will  the  several  markers  vary 
among  themselves.  It  is  desirable  for  us  to  be  able  to  secure  a 
test  or  system  of  measuring  the  work  of  pupils  which  will  enable 
us  to  ascertain  a  value  to  any  product  or  result  of  instruction 
which  any  other  observer  could  verify,  and  to  report  these  values 
with  as  great  definiteness  as  is  possible, — that  is,  to  be  scientific 
in  measuring  the  efficiency  of  instruction. 

In  this  discussion,  as  has  already  been  indicated  in  the  pre- 
liminary istatements  concerning  the  failure  to  evaluate  accurately 
the  results  of  our  work,  it  is  assumed  that  efficiency  in  instruction 
is  measured  by  the  results  achieved  by  pupils.  Education  means 
change,  and  the  only  satisfactory  measure  of  the  efficiency  of 
instruction  is,  I  believe,  to  be  found  in  the  accomplishments  of 
those  who  have  been  taught.  It  will  not  help  to  obscure  the  issue 
by  suggesting  that  there  are  results  of  instruction  which  are 
unmeasurable.  It  is  customary,  of  course,  for  those  who  have 
passed  through  our  schools  and  universities,  to  tell  us  that  they 
remember  little  of  the  knowledge  which  was  included  in  the 
courses  of  instruction  which  they  took,  but  that  they  profited 
mainly  by  the  methods  of  work  which  were  used  in  attaining  that 
degree  of  knowledge  or  expertness  which  now  means  so  little  to 
them.  The  fact  is,  that  without  a  perfectly  definite  product  to 
work  for, — without  a  result  in  knowledge  or  skill  or  method 
which  they  diligently  sought  to  secure,  they  could  not  have  hoped 
to  attain  the  training,  or  point  of  view,  or  method  of  work  which 
they  now  consider  so  valuable.  Nor  will  it  help  to  declare  that 
there   are   teachers  whose   influence   is  most  significant  in   the 
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lives  of  their  pupils  who  yet  fail  to  secure  any  very  satisfactory 
result  in  the  subjects  which  they  teacL  Certainly  it  has  never 
been  discovered  that  teachers  who  secure  results  are  less  influen- 
tial, less  strong  in  character,  or  less  to  be  desired  as  the  friends 
and  associates  of  their  pupils.  And  again  it  may  be  argued  that 
these  qualiti^  which  have  been  mentioned  will  themselves  some 
day  be  subject  to  the  measurement, — ^that  qualities  are,  after  all, 
only  quantities  which  are  hard  to  measure. 

The  problem  which  we  face  is,  then,  briefly  stated  as  follows — 
Is  scientific  accuracy  possible  in  measuring  educational  products 
or  the  accomplishments  of  pupils  t  Is  it  possible  for  us  to  say  not 
simply  that  one  teacher  is  better  or  has  done  more,  but  to  state  ac- 
curately how  much  better  the  teacher  or  how  much  more  has 
been  accomplished  by  the  pupils  under  his  instruction.  If  we  are 
to  be  scientific,  the  demand  is  that  we  be  more  exact  in  our 
description  of  the  results  of  teaching,  that  we  use  a  language 
which  VTill  enable  each  of  us  to  verify  the  measurements  of 
others,  and  that  we  make  our  reports  in  terms  of  \mits  of  meas- 
urement which  are  comparable  and  understood  by  alL  In  order 
to  secure  these  ends,  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  derive  scales 
of  measurement  which  can  be  commonly  employed. 

Before  discussing  the  possibility  of  deriving  scales  for  meas- 
uring the  accomplishments  of  pupils,  it  might  be  worth  while 
to  add  a  word  concerning  scientific  accuracy  in  this  field.  It  is 
not  demanded  of  us,  as  I  understand  it,  that  we  secure  units  of 
measurement  which  will  always  be  applied  with  exactly  the  same 
result  by  every  observer.  This  degree  of  accuracy  is  not,  of 
course,  to  be  found  in  any  field  of  science.  The  readings  of  a 
thermometer,  of  a  micrometer,  or  of  any  other  instruments  used 
in  the  physical  or  chemical  laboratory,  will  vary  with  the  in- 
dividuals who  make  the  records.  It  may  be  that  in  the  measure- 
ment of  length,  or  of  weight,  or  of  temperature,  that  we  are,  and 
will  continue  to  be,  less  variable  than  in  the  measurement  of  edu- 
cational products.  We  may  claim,  however,  scientific  accuracy 
for  our  measurements  if  we  are  able  to  tell  just  what  degree  of 
reliability  is  to  be  expected  from  many  observations  by  the  same 
individual,  or  from  the  collected  observations  of  a  great  many 
individual  observers. 

In  measuring  the  efficiency  of  instruction,  we  will,  of  course^ 
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be  concerned  with  group  measures  rather  than  with  the  attempt 
to  evaluate  with  great  precision  the  accomplishment  of  any  in- 
dividual. We  shall  have  to  deal  with  the  range  of  accomplish- 
ment indicated  by  the  different  members  of  the  group^  with 
central  tendencies,  and  with  the  degree  of  variability  which  any 
group  shows.  With  the  technique  of  measurement  of  mental  and 
social  traits  already  available,  it  will  be  possible  for  us  to  de- 
termine in  the  comparison  of  groups,  the  reliability  of  the  aver^ 
age  or  common  accomplishment,  the  probability  that  the  extremes 
will  vary  from  those  which  we  have  discovered,  and  the  d^ree 
to  which  the  measure  of  variability  which  we  have  found  may 
be  expected  to  remain  constant  if  we  increase  the  number  of 
observations  or  measurements  taken  of  the  particular  trait  or 
product  in  question. 

To  return  to  the  main  issue, — if  scientific  measurement  is  to 
be  accomplished,  we  must  have  units  or  scales  of  measurement 
which  will  enable  us  to  make  measurements  which  are  verifiable 
by  other  observers.  We  may  not  hope  to.  achieve  progress  except 
as  such  measuring  sticks  are  available  or  may  be  derived.  We 
have  already,  scales  for  measuring  handwriting,  the  quality  of 
merit  in  English  composition  written  by  young  people,  tests  for 
measuring  the  ability  of  children  in  the  four  fundamental  opera- 
tions in  arithmetic  and  in  reasoning,  and  a  scale  for  measuring 
the  accomplishments  of  children  in  spelling.  In  general,  it  may 
be  said  that  the  process  of  deriving  a  scale  consists  in  having  the 
samples  of  the  product  which  we  wish  to  measure  judged  as 
better  or  poorer  than  each  other  by  many  competent  judgers. 
Examples  of  this  type  of  scale  are  Thomdike's  scale  for  measur- 
ing handwriting,  and  Hillegas'  scale  for  measuring  the  quality 
of  merit  in  English  composition.  A  different  type  of  scale  may 
be  derived  by  discovering  the  relative  difficulty  of  the  accom- 
plishments which  we  desire  as  the  result  of  instruction  in  some 
particular  field.  It  is  also  essential  in  the  making  of  such  a 
scale,  that  the  test  be  so  arranged  as  to  -show  a  regular  increase 
in  the  percentage  of  achievement  from  grade  to  grade.  A  good 
example  of  this  sort  of  scale  is  found  in  the  Courtis  tests  in 
arithmetic,  and  in  Buckin^am's  spelling  ability,  its  measure- 
ment and  distribution.  .  It  is  impossible  in  so  brief  a  discussion 
to  go  into  detail  concerning  the  derivation  of  scales.     It  may  be 
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worth  while,  however,  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  making 
any  scale  it  is  essential  that  examples  of  the  product  poorer  than 
the  poorest  product  to  be  measured,  and  better  than  the  best  be 
included  in  the  samples  which  are  to  be  graded,  and  that  all 
grades  of  accomplishment  in  the  particular  field  from  this  very 
poorest  to  the  very  best,  be  included  in  the  original  material  which 
is  worked  over.  The  desired  scale  must,  of  course,  if  it  is  to  be 
most  usable,  be  made  up  of  samples  which  are  different  from 
each  other  by  the  same  amoimt  In  deriving  these  points  on  the 
scale,  a  convenient  method  is  foimd  in  calling  samples  equally 
distant  from  each  other  when  the  difference  is  noted  by  the 
same  number  of  judgers.  That  is,  if  A  is  noticed  as  better  than 
B  by  seventy  per  cent  of  the  judgers,  and  B  is  noticed  as  better 
than  C  by  seventy  per  cent  of  the  judgers,  and  C  is  noticed  as 
better  than  D  by  seventy  per  cent  of  the  judgers,  then  the  differ- 
ence between  A  and  B  is  equal  to  the  difference  between  B  and 
C,  is  equal  to  the  difference  between  C  and  D.  The  principle 
involved  that  differences  equally  often  noticed  are  equal  unless 
always  or  never  noticed,  is,  I  believe,  commonly  accepted.  The 
belief  of  those  who  have  worked  in  the  derivation  of  scales  that 
the  method  which  they  have  employed  is  applicable  generally,  is 
well  expressed  by  Thomdike  in  his  monograph  on  handwriting, 
in  the  following  words:  "The  entire  history  of  the  judgments 
of  the  merit  of  handwriting  supports  the  claim  that  if  a  number 
of  facts  are  known  to  vary  in  the  amount  of  anything  which  can 
be  thought  of,  they  can  be  measured  in  respect  to  it.  Otherwise, 
I  may  add,  we  would  not  know  that  they  varied  in  it.  Wherever 
we  now  properly  use  any  compatative,  we  can  by  ingenuity  learn 
to  use  defined  points  on  a  scale.'' 

For  those  who  would  satisfy  themselves  concerning  the  possi- 
bility of  scientific  measurement  of  educational  products,  two 
methods  of  procedure  are  open,  the  one  supplementing  the  other. 
First,  it  would  be  of  very  great  advantage  to  anyone  interested 
in  the  field  to  become  familiar  with  the  theory  and  practice  of 
mental  and  social  measurements  as  available  in  the  recent  litera- 
ture on  psychology,  sociology,  and  education.  One  may,  however, 
test  in  some  degree  the  validity  of  the  claims  which  are  made  for 
the  scales  or  imits  of  measurement  already  derived,  by  applying 
them  himself,  or,  better  still,  by  having  them  applied  by  a  num- 
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ber  of  teachers.  I  recently  asked  thirty  teachers  in  a  large  school 
system  to  measure  the  quality  of  work  done  in  English  composi- 
tion  by  their  own  pupils.  There  happened  to  be  available  a  very 
large  number  of  papers  in  English  composition  which  had  been 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  We  used  the  Hillegas^ 
scale  for  measuring  the  quality  of  merit  in  English  composi* 
tion  written  by  young  people.  It  must  be  remembered  first  of  all 
that  these  teachers  knew  nothing  of  the  method  employed  in  de- 
riving the  scale^  and  that  they  had  had  no  practice  in  applying: 
it  Under  these  conditions  it  is  somewhat  remarkable,  I  think^ 
that  a. majority  of  the  teachers  in  evel^  case  assigned  each  par- 
ticular composition  to  one,  or  at  most  to  two  points  on  the  scale 
With  more  practice  there  would  undoubtedly  have  been  much 
less  of  variability.  These  same  teachers  were  asked  later  to  rate 
the  papers  in  percentages.  There  was  in  this  case  nothing  like  the 
same  uniformity  or  definiteness  of  judgment  This  was  what  was 
to  have  been  expected,  because  the  minute  the  percentage  scale  was^ 
used,  the  quality  of  merit  which  the  composition  possessed  be^ 
came  wholly  a  subjective  matter.  So  long  as  the  scale  was  before 
them,  each  teacher  tried  to  discover  from  the  samples  which  were 
given  the  quality  nearest  which  the  particular  composition  felL. 
With  this  objective  standard  in  mind,  they  showed  very  much 
greater  agreement  than  was  possible  under  the  other  method  of 
marking.  These  same  teachers,  after  having  used  the  scale  to 
measure  one  set  of  compositions,  measured  another  set  which 
were  written  by  pupils  two  years  farther  advanced  in  the  school 
system.  In  this  second  set  of  measurements,  they  showed  about 
the  same  variability  in  judgments  as  in  the  first.  It  was  then 
proposed  that  we  discover  how  much  progress  had  been  made  in 
two  years'  work  in  English  composition.  Taking  all  the  judg- 
ments of  all  of  the  teachers,  and  distributing  them  for  those  less 
advanced  and  for  those  more  advanced,  it  was  discovered  that 
about  ninety  per  cent  of  the  judgments  concerning  the  quality 
of  work  done  in  the  lower  grades  corresponded  with  the  judg- 
ments made  concerning  the  quality  of  work  in  the  upper  grades. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  during  these  two  years  at 
least  ten  per  cent  of  the  children  had  been  eliminated,  and  that 
in  all  probability  those  eliminated  represented  the  inefficient 
rather  than  the  capable  children,  these  teachers  decided  that  very^ 
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little,  if  any,  progress  had  been  made  in  the  quality  of  work  done 
in  English  composition  in  the  two  years  in  question.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  would  have  been  possible  to  have  convinced  these 
teachers  of  their  own  lack  of  standards,  had  these  papers  been 
graded  either  by  themselves,  or  by  others,  in  percentages.  They 
accepted  a  verdict  which  they  reached  by  means  of  their  own  judg- 
ment, because  they  felt  confident  of  the  validity  of  the  rating 
which  had  been  given.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that  after  using 
the  objective  standard,  finding,  as  they  did,  the  very  great  uni- 
formity as  to  the  judgment  of  quality,  that  these  teachers  were 
convinced  of  the  futility  of  much  of  the  work  that  they  had  done 
in  English  composition.  We  may  hope,  I  believe,  in  other  fields 
to  standardize  work  for  teachers  only  when  we  apply  in  some 
such  manner  the  scales  which  are  now  available,  or  which  may  be 
later  derived. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  discussion  of  scientific  aocuraqr 
in  measuring  the  efficiency  of  instruction,  to  suggest  that  teachers 
have  lacked  any  adequate  statements  or  judgments  as  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  their  work.  It  is  customary  for  those  who  are 
charged  with  the  administration  or  supervision  of  schools  to  pass 
judgment  based  upon  some  prejudice  or  special  interest  which 
has  little  or  no  relation  to  the  results  actually  achieved.  Indeed, 
the  merit  of  teachers  is  often  determined  by  their  superior  offi- 
cers with  very  little  knowledge  of  the  success  or  failure  in  achiev- 
ing results  which  are  ordinary,  or  superior  in  terms  of  the  accom- 
plishments of  children.  I  am  acquainted  with  a  superintendent 
who  has  used  such  scales  of  measurement  as  are  available,  and 
who  has  made  scales  for  his  own  use  which  were  not  so  carefully 
derived  as  those  that  have  been  mentioned  in  this  paper.  He 
has  found  that  in  measuring  the  work  of  teachers  who  would 
ordinarily  be  called  satisfactory,  that  they  vary  tremendously 
in  the  results  which  they  secure.  In  every  case  the  teachers  meas- 
ured were  chosen  because  in  the  judgment  of  their  superior  officers 
they  had  the  qualities  which  would  make  for  success  in  teach- 
ing. In  every  case  these  teachers  were  well  trained  in  the  sub- 
jects which  tiiey  were  teaching,  and  their  pupils  were  active 
enough  in  their  classes  to  leave  the  impression  that  the  result 
ought  to  be  satisfactory.  He  has  told  me  of  a  teacher  whose  re- 
sults were,  even  though  appearing  to  be  not  unlike  those  of  her 
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colleagues,  were  actually  so  unsatisfactory  that  he  suggested  one 
of  two  possibilities  to  her, — either  that  she  leave  the  school  sys- 
tem,  or  that  she  endeavor  in  a  sebond  year's  work  with  the  same 
clasSy  m  the  same  subject,  which  happened  in  this  case  to  be 
English  composition,  to  secure  a  result  worthy  of  children  one 
year  further  advanced.  By  being  able  to  determine  with  defi- 
niteness  the  degree  of  failure,  and  to  measure  with  equal  def- 
initeness  the  result  which  he  desired  to  have  accomplished,  this 
superintendent  made  it  possible  for  this  teacher  to  produce  a 
quality  of  work  during  a  second  year  which  placed  her  pupils 
above  all  of  the  other  children  in  tiiat  school  system  in  the  same 
grades. 

There  seems  to  me  to  be  little  justification  for  the  attitude  of 
those  who  claim  that  our  scales  or  units  of  measurement  are  not 
yet  sufficiently  refined.  A  hi^er  d^ree  of  accuracy  in  the  ap- 
plication of  units  or  scales  of  measurement,  and  better  scales, 
will  be  derived  only  when  those  who  are  interested  in  the  results 
of  instruction  are  willing  to  try  out  the  tools  already  available. 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  possible  for  anyone  to  attempt  to  use 
these  scales  without  discovering  very  great  variability  within  any 
group  of  schools  or  classes  which  are  supposedly  being  taught 
the  same  subject  by  equally  competent  teachers.  This  varia- 
bility is  not  necessarily,  of  course,  an  indication  of  inefficiency 
upon  the  part  of  one  teacher,  and  of  excellence  in  the  work  of 
the  other.  Such  measurement,  rather,  suggests  the  necessity  for 
inquiry  ocmoeming  the  differences  which  appear. 

In  any  attempt  to  measure  the  efficiency  of  instruction,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  keep  in  mind  as  our  principal  criterion  concern- 
ing the  success  or  failure  of  a  teacher's  work,  the  progress  made 
by  a  group  of  pupils  in  a  given  time.  It  would  not  be  fair  to 
compare  the  ability  of  two  classes  in  mathematics  who  happened 
to  be  near  the  end  in  the  second  year  of  the  high  school,  without 
reference  to  the  ability  or  mastery  of  the  subject  which  they 
showed  at  ^  b^Lnning  of  that  year.  The  efficiency  of  a  par- 
ticular teacher's  work  must  always  be  measured  in  terms  of  the 
growth  which  has  been  brought  about  during  the  period  under 
which  a  particular  class  has  been  under  his  instruction.  We  may 
establish  standards  in  terms  of  the  accomplishments  which  we 
hope  to  have  children  possess  as  they  reach  different  points  in 
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our  school  system.  If  such  standards  are  ever  introduced,  they 
will,  of  necessity,  represent  the  minimuni  of  accomplishment,  or 
suggest  a  median  or  modal  product,  rather  than  be  interpreted 
as  a  single  absolute  degree  of  efficiency  to  be  reached  by  alL  In 
other  words,  the  measurement  of  results  will  never  lead  us  to 
demand  that  all  pupils  be  made  equal  in  accomplishment  In 
such  measurements  we  will  always  be  concerned  with  the  possi- 
bility of  moving  the  whole  group  forward  during  each  successful 
period  of  school  work. 

The  demand  which  is  being  made  for  greater  efficiency  in  pub* 
lie  education  can,  I  believe,  be  made  only  by  attacking  our  prob- 
lems in  a  more  scientific  fashion.  The  more  truly  democratic 
our  society  becomes,  the  more  certainly  we  may  expect  to  find 
our  practices  called  in  question,  and  the  results  of  our  work 
oriticised.  It  will  not  be  enough  for  us  to  declare  our  good  inten- 
tions, or  to  talk  in  terms  of  theories  of  education.  The  ten- 
dency must  be  increasingly  to  measure  the  efficiency  or  ineffi- 
•ciency  of  our  schools  in  terms  of  the  results  adiieved  by  pupils. 
What  we  need  now  most  of  all,  is  an  awakening  to  the  possibili- 
ties of  scientific  investigation  concerning  our  problems.  In  the 
field  of  business  management,  of  administration  and  supervision, 
■as  well  as  in  instruction,  we  must  continue  to  demand  all  of  the 
available  facts  reported  unambiguously,  for  it  is  only  by  careful 
■and  accurate  classification  of  facts  and  observations,  of  their  re- 
lationship and  sequences,  that  we  may  hope  to  discover  the  prin- 
•ciples  of  efficient  action.  Is  it  too  much  to  expect  that  the  sci- 
ence of  education  will  be  rapidly  developed  during  the  next 
generation?  Surely  we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  men  and 
women  trained  in  science  will  be  eager  to  apply  such  methods  of 
investigation,  or  such  results  of  scientific  inquiry  as  may  be  made 
available.  I  look  forward  to  the  day  when  our  profession  will 
receive  a  recognition  which  it  is  not  now  accorded  by  virtue  of 
the  scientific  accuracy  which  characterizes  our  discussion  of  the 
problems  of  education,  and  which  lies  back  of  our  educational 
procedure. 
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Examination  QoMtionft  for  Dickens's  **  David  G>pperfielcl  *^ 

Maud  E.  Kingsley. 

1.  To  what  department  of  literature  does  David  Gopperfibld 
belong?  Give  a  brief  sketch  of  its  author.  What  place  in  English 
Literature  does  Dickens  occupy?  Discuss  the  character  of  English 
fiction  in  the  era  preceding  that  of  Dickens.  What  change  .in  the 
character  of  Englidi  fiction  was  made  by  Dickens  and  Thackeray? 

2.  Begarding  David  Copperfiblp  as  a  type,  what  are  the  chief 
characteristics  of  Dickens^s  novels? 

3.  Point  out  those  passages,  scenes,  and  personages  in  David 
CopPERPiELD  which  are  supposed  to  be  autobiographical.  From  what 
sources  does  the  author  draw  his  material  for  his  novel? 

4.  Enumerate  ten  of  the  most  important  persons  in  the  story 
and  mention  the  most  striking  traits  of  character  of  each  of  these 
persons.    With  what  especial  scene  do  you  associate  each? 

5.  Belate  the  plot  of  which  Uriah  Heep  is  the  villian  and  describe 
the  manner  in  which  the  other  important  characters  are  brought 
into  connection  with  its  development  and  resolution. 

6.  Describe  the  different  episodes  in  the  life  of  David  up  to  the 
time  of  his  mother^s  death.  What  humorous  characterizations  and 
descriptions  does  Dickens  manage  to  weave  into  this  rather  harrow- 
ing  tale? 

7.  Oive  a  character  sketch  of  Steerforth.  Mention  each  scene 
in  which  he  appears  throughout  the  story.  What  sort  of  an  influ- 
ence does  he  exert  upon  David  Copperfield?  Under  what  impres- 
sive circumstances  does  David  have  his  last  'glimpse  of  Steerforth? 
What  device  does  the  author  employ  to  make  the  description  of  this 
scene  most  effective? 

8.  Enumerate  the  women  of  the  story  and  draw  delineative  pic- 
tures of  each  of  them.  To  what  extent  does  each  help  in  shaping 
the  career  of  David?  Oive  a  character  sketch  of  the  one  in  whom 
you  are  most  interested. 

9.  "Dickens^s  novels  are  written  to  show  that  true  nobility  may 
dwdl  in  the  hovel  as  well  as  in  the  palace.^' — Which  character  of 
this  novel  and  what  episodes  prove  the  truth  of  this  assertion? 

10.  From  David  Gopperfibld^  describe  the  life  of  a  man  who  is 
^'waiiing  for  something  to  turn  up,"    How  does  the  story  of  Mr. 

'  Micawber  end?    What  mental  pictures  of  him  did  you  have  after 
yoB  had  finished  the  novel? 

11.  Describe  the  scene  during  which  Traddles  reappears  in  the 
story.  Show  that  the  man  is  devdoped  naturally  from  the  boy 
Traddles.  What  characteristics  of  Traddles  make  him  pleasing  to 
the  reader? 

12.  Name  all  the  characters  connected  with    Yarmwih    and 
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briefly  characterize  two  of  them.    Describe  the  home  of  Peggotty  as 
it  appears  at  David^s  first  visit  there. 

13.  Which  do  you  consider  the  most  powerful  scene  of  the  story  ? 
The  most  humorous?  The  most  fantastic?  The  most  pathetic? 
The  most  revolting?  The  most  overdrawn?  Select  ten  scenes  which 
you  think  are  most  suitable  for  class  reading. 

14.  Belate  a  happy  incident  of  David's  childhood.  Relate  an 
incident  of  David's  school  days  which  will  illustrate  Steerforth's 
selfishness  and  overbearing  insolaice.  Relate  an  incident  that  will 
illustrate  Steerforth's  charm  of  manner? 

15.  Describe  the  home  life  of  Uriah  Heep.  Had  he  any  sufficient 
motive  for  his  villainy?  What  pictures  of  him  do  you  have  in  your 
mind?    Of  what  is  he  a  type? 

16.  Compare  the  woman  characters  of  this  novel  with  the  women 
of  other  novels  with  which  you  are  familiar.  Give  reasons  and  cite 
incidents  from  David  Coppbbfibld  to  justify  your  statements. 

17.  Make  a  list  of  five  of  the  most  important  incidents  of  the 
period  during  which  David  was  connected  with  the  law  and  relate 
in  full  one  of  these  incidents. 

18.  By  citations  from  the  novel  under  consideration,  justify  the 
following  criticism: — *'The  author  sees  the  humorous  side  of  every- 
thing, and  by  a  simile  or  metaphor,  as  fantastic  as  it  is  unexpected^ 
and  by  the  felicitous  phrase  or  epithet,  he  m^ikes  his  reader  laugh  with 
him.^ 

19.  Describe  the  London  in  which  David  Uved.  What  places  be- 
sides London  are  connected  with  the  story  of  David  Copperfield? 
Give  the  location  of  each  place  and  designate  those  episodes  of  the 
story  which  are  enacted  at  each. 

20.  What  idea  of  the  cheap  schools  of  Dickens's  day  do  you  get 
from  this  novel?  What  idea  of  the  law  courts?  Of  landladies?  Of 
the  life  of  a  poor  apprentice?  Of  the  treatment  of  debtors^  Of  an 
English  prison? 

21.  With  whom  is  each  of  the  following  expressions  associated? — 
Janet!  Donkeysl  Waiting  for  something  to  turn  up;  Barkis  is  wUlin'; 
Lone,  lorn  creetur;  One  of  ten;  I  never  wUl  desert — 

22.  Reproduce,  in  words,  your  mental  picture  of  the  town  of  Tar- 
mouth,  of  the  view  from  David's  window  at  Blunderstone  Bookeiy; 
of  Mr.  Dick;  of  Peggotiy,  the  nurse. 

23.  Describe  fully  and  clearly  five  pictures  that  might  serve  as 
illustrations  for  an  illustrated  edition  of  David  Copperfield. 

24.  Tell  the  story  of  Betsy  Trotwood.  Enumerate  her  eccen- 
tricities and  her  virtues.  What  are  your  feelings  towards  her  as  the 
story  develops? 

25.  In  what  way  does  the  reader  learn  of  the  later  history  of  the 
Micawbers,  the  Peggotty  family,  and  of  Mr.  Pell?  Describe  David 
and  his  home  as  you  see  them  in  the  last  scene  of  this  novel. 
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American  Notes — Editorial 

Prof.  Frank  If.  McMurry  of  the  Teachers  College,  Columbia 
University^  speaking  at  the  convention  of  the  Essex  Counl^  Teachers' 
Association  in  Tremont  Temple,  Boston,  recently,  made  some  very 
trenchant  remarks  upon  the  lack  of  proper  training  and  the  gen- 
eral unfitne^  of  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  the  XTnited 
States.  He  is  reported  as  saying  that  teachers  as  a  rule  are  ^abso- 
lutely cmde'^  in  the  field  of  education,  that  the  methods  ordinarily 
used  today  are  ''thoroughly  bad^^  and  that  the  persons  getting,  the 
highest  sdaries  are  not  earning  their  money. 

His  subject  was  ''Standards  for  Judging  Instruction  and  the 
Method  of  Applying  Them.''  He  wants  a  curriculum  that  will  em- 
phasize the  pupil,  not  the  teachers,  that  will  stimidate  purpose,  se- 
lective power,  initiative,  and  the  faculty  to  organize  and  group. 
Here  are  a  few  of  his  utterances : 

"I  doubt  if  we  know  how  crude  we  are  in  the  field  of  teaching.  We 
really  are  absolutely  crude.  I  can  prove  that  simply  by  the  fact  that 
we  have  not  yet  decided  whether  we  should  judge  the  value  of  instme- 
tion  by  observation  of  the  child  or  by  loolang  at  ourselves.'' 

"Knowledge  is  not  a  standard  of  success,  it  is  only  one  of  several 
elements." 

"Instruction  must  be  judged  by  its  main  purposes,  by  the  main 
things  we  are  after,  the  things  we  want  to  accomplish." 

He  said  that  the  methods  of  instruction  which  he  termed  "thoroughly 
bad",  have  no  similarity  to  the  methods  used  in  outside  life. 

The  office  of  such  a  critic  of  an  established  order  of  things  may 
not  be  an  agreeable  one  either  to  those  criticised  or  to  the  critic  him- 
self. But  such  criticism  is  stimulating  and  usefuL  In  so  complex 
a  matter  as  education  there  is  and  probably  always  will  be  room  for 
improvement  We  need  the  stimulus  of  such  entire  frankness  and 
unsparing  directness  as  we  find  in  Professor  McMurry's  address. 
It  will  cause  the  blood  to  circulate  faster  and  to  reach  parts  of  the 
system  that  have  become  dormant  and  inefficient.  It  will  promote 
growth  and  new  life  and  on  the  whole  result  in  new  satisfactions, 
however  unwelcome  such  medicine  may  be  in  the  taking. 


One  cause  of  poor  teaching  that  lies  entirely  outside  of  the  curri- 
culum and  that  is  in  no  manner  chargeable  to  the  normal  schools 
or  the  faculties  of  the  teachers  colleges,  is  found  in  what  may  be 
described  as  a  tendency  to  "inbred"  teaching.  Physical  inbreeding, 
or  intermarrying  in  the  same  neighborhood  for  generations,  has 
caused  a  serious  deterioration  in  the  physical  stanuna  and  mental 
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acumen  of  the  inhabitants  of  many  a  community  in  the  older  portions 
of  the  world.  It  is  equally  destructive  in  the  realm  of  education.  A 
young  woman  has  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  in  the  town  where 
she  was  bom, — as  her  parents  and  her  grandparents  did  before  her. 
She  was  sent  to  school  at  five  or  under,  and  came  along  up  through 
the  grades  as  inevitably  as  she  came  through  the  whooping  cough 
and  the  measles.  Her  life  in  the  high  school  was  an  exact  counter- 
part of  her  mother's,  her  sister's  and  her  neighbors'.  She  did  the 
same  things,  learned  the  same  lessons,  wrote  compositions  on  the 
same  themes,  recited  the  same  selections  and  graduated  from  the 
same  platform,  in  the  same  kind  of  program  and  with  the  same 
emotions  as  the  rest  of  her  classmates  and  their  parents,  brothers, 
sisters  and  friends  for  generations.  Now,  after,  (or  even  without) 
a  little  special  training  in  a  nearby  normal  school,  she  is  adjudged 
competent  to  take  a  school;  and  as  boarding  at  home  seems  to  be  a  de- 
sirable economy,  and  as  her  mother  ^'can't  bear  to  have  her  go 
away  among  strangers",  she  applies  for  a  position  to  teach  in  her 
own  village.  In  fact  her  father  almost  demands  it  of  the  school 
committee.  Hasn't  he  been  a  citizen  of  the  town  for  fifty  yean 
more  or  less,  and  always  paid  his  taxes?  Who  could  have  a  better 
right  to  the  school  money  than  his  daughter,  who  has  always  stayed 
at  home  and  patronized  home  institutions  and  now  is  prepared  for 
service  in  the  schools  that  have  made  her  what  she  is?  Why  should 
the  committee  consider  for  a  moment  the  application  of  a  stranger 
who  has  no  claim  whatever  on  the  town  until  all  the  '^me  talent" 
ha^  been  exhausted!  It  is  a  common  story — as  though  the  schools 
existed  for  the  sake  of  furnishing  a  living  for  the  excellent  but  in- 
experienced daughters  of  the  taxpayers;  and  as  though  the  meager 
salaries  paid  to  the  teachers  were  rewards  of  merit  for  living  in  the 
town  fifty  years  and  paying  one's  taxes  and  bringing  up  a  family  of 
children. 

This  common  phenomenon  of  hiring  teachers  out  of  tl^e  graduates 
of  the  school  in  which  they  are  to  teach  is,  with  an  occasional  ex- 
ception a  great  mistake  and  a  heavy  make-weight  upon  the  school 
system.  It  is  also  usually  a  real  and  serious  injury  to  the  teacher 
herself.  The  human  mind  demands,  for  its  best  health,  the  stimu- 
lus of  a  new  environment  and  fresh  associations.  To  get  out  of  the 
rut,  to  leave  the  old  hum-drum  routine  and  mingle  with  people 
of  different  ideals  and  currents  of  thought  is  stimulating  and  vital- 
izing. The  brain  is  sluggish  unless  it  is  aroused  by  fresh  stimuli. 
New  experiences,  varied  interests,  contact  with  persomdities  other 
than  those  with  whom  one  has  always  been  associated  is  necessary 
if  we  are  to  grow  broad  and  develop  the  best  and  most  efficient  type 
of  mentality.  There  is  a  sort  of  doctrine  of  educational  eugenics 
which  requires  us  to  give  our  school  children  the  benefit  of  teadiers 
with  the  highest  ideals  and  the  fittest  preparation  for  the  great  task 
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of  teaching.    We  mnst  eliminate  all  provincialism  in  the  appointment 
of  our  teachere. 


In  his  Annual  Eeport  to  the  Trustees  of  Columbia  IJniversity, 
dated  Nov.  3,  1913,  President  Butler  refers  to  the  Pulitzer  School 
of  Journalism^  in  part,  as  follows: 

"Of  the  twenty-two  non-matriculated  students  who  were  permitted 
to  enter,  all  had  been  at  work  in  newspaper  oflSces  for  at  least  one 
jear.  The  effect  of  a  student  body  so  constituted,  on  the  school  as  a 
whole,  was  excellent^  and  from  the  very  beginning  the  work  of  in- 
struction has  been  serious,  intensive  and  effective.  Unquestionably, 
the  School  of  Journalism  will  have  much  to  learn  from  experience, 
but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  institution  which  Mr.  Pulitzer's, 
foresight  discerned  and  his  benefaction  made  possible  is,  already, 
in  the  short  time  that  has  elapsed  since  his  death,  in  successful 
operation.  It  has  become  a  new  source  of  strength  to  Columbia  Uni- 
versity and  a  marked  addition  to  ihe  equipment  of  the  United 
States  in  higher  and  professional  education.^' 


One  of  the  most  commendable  results  of  the  movement  for  vocar 
tional  training  in  the  schools  is  to  be  found  in  the  growing  popular- 
ity of  domestic  science  as  a  branch  of  the  curriculum.  It  is  sur- 
prising that  this  subject  has  had  to  wait  so  long  {or  a  suitable  recog- 
nition. Nothing  is  more  vitally  related  to  the  welfare  of  the  state  than 
ihe  intelligent  and  economical  administration  of  the  homes  of  the 
people,  including  good  cooking,  hygienic  household  conditions,  econ- 
omy and  taste  in  the  making  of  cloihing,  and  the  observance  of  the 
laws  of  private  and  public  hygiene.  Yet  until  recently  these  practi- 
cal things  have  been  overlooked  in  the  planning  of  the  schooling  of 
our  children.  It  has  been  taken  for  granted  that  parents  would  at- 
tend to  these  things  or  that  the  cultural  studies  would  so  strengthai 
the  minds  and  cidtivate  the  taste  of  our  boys,  and  girls  that  these 
everyday  matters  would  be  properly  taken  care  of  without  special 
training.  But  at  last  it  has  been  discovered  that  home  economics  is  a 
mence  and  quite  as  important  to  the  average  person  as  astronomy,  the- 
ology or  any  other  "ology.^^  By  careful  training  our  young  people  can 
secure  for  themselves  and  for  coming  generations  greatly  improved 
home  conditions  which  vnll  contribute  to  health,  happiness,  effi- 
<ciency  and  length  of  life.  This  is  a  matter  that  concerns  the  State 
as  well  as  the  individual.  Just  at  present  teachers  of  domestic  sci^ 
ence  are  in  great  demand.  The  need  is  far  in  excess  of  the  supply. 
This  condition  will  remedy  itself  in  time.  There  is  also  at  present 
somewhat  of  a  scarcity  of  books  and  appliances  for  the  proper  pre- 
sentation of  this  subject.  We  note  but  few-  educational  convention 
programs  that*  give  it  a  place  for  consideration  and  discussion.    A 
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gromp  of  domestic  Bcience  teachers  recently  complained  to  ns  of  this 
oTcrsight  on  the  part  of  the  program  makers  and  asked  ns  to  call 
attention  to  it  in  'Education/'  If  the  old  saying  is  true  that  '^the 
way  to  a  man's  heart  is  through  his  stomach^'  we  should  all  take 
a  hearty  interest  in  this  morement  which  makes  so  directly  for  a 
more  scientific  and  nutritive  dietary  and  the  improvement  of  gen- 
eral home  conditions. 


Bbibf  Notes  trom  thb  Bubsau  of  Edoahok  and  Elsswhebb. 

Senior  students  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Troy,  Alabama, 
are  specially  trained  for  rural  school  teaching.  Instead  of  depend- 
ing on  regular  text  books,  the  students  use  the  proceedings  of  the 
Conference  for  Education  in  the  South,  which  contain  discussions 
of  actual  rural  school  problems  by  those  engaged  in  handling  them. 
Each  student  is  expected  not  merely  to  be  familiar  with  rural  school 
conditions  in  general,  but  with  those  of  one  rural  school  in  particu- 
lar. Professor  Edgar  M.  Wright>  who  is  directing  the  work,  hopes  in 
this  way  to  produce  teachers  who  will  be  enthusiastic  leaders  in  life 
in  the  open  country. 


The  high  cost  of  living  and  related  problems  are  attacked  in  a 
series  of  home  economics  lectures  at  the  Teachers'  Training  College 
in  Baltimore.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the  practical  topics  con- 
sidered: What  is  the  food  requirement  for  one  day  for  a  young 
woman  17  to  20  years  of  age?  A  Study  of  actual  lunches  that  can 
be  prepared  for  3  cents  and  5  c^its.  The  value  of  pure  food.  How 
does  the  sanitation  of  the  school  affect  the  health  and  efficiency  of 
the  child?  How  can  we  as  consumers,  influence  economic  and 
sanitary  conditions  by  careful  buying? 


HoMBORAFT  CouBSB,  Wadlbigh  High  Sohool,  Nbw  Yobk  City. 
The  homecraft  course  is  intended  for  girls  whose  interest  is  in 
homemaking  rather  than  in  advanced  literary  or  scientific  study. 
Oraduates  are  not  expected  to  enter  college  except  for  the  purpose  of 
specializing  along  homecraft  lines.  The  course,  however,  meets  the 
conditions  of  admittance  to  the  Columbia  XTniversity  School  of 
Practical  and  Household  Arts,  if  electives  are  selected  with  that  end 
in  view.  All  students  who  expect  to  stay  in  school  only  two  years  or  less 
are  advised  to  take  this  course  rather  than  the  general  course.  It 
is  stated  that  the  choice  of  electives  is  such  that  the  most  needed 
subjects  may  be  taken  at  the  outset  and  that  if  the  pupil  leaves  at 
the  end  of  one,  three,  or  five  terms,  her  course  will  have  been  both 
educational  and  practical,  and  complete  in  proportion  to  the  length 
of  her  stay. 
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When  500  girls  between  14  and  16  years  of  age  in  Chicago  fac- 
tories were  asked :  '?f  your  father  had  a  good  job,  so  that  he  could 
have  afforded  to  keep  you  in  school,  would  you  prefer  to  stay  in 
school  or  go  to  work  in  a  factory?''  412  replied  that  they  would 
still  prefer  to  be  in  the  factory. 


The  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Education  Tnaintains  a  teachers' 
registration  bureau  for  teachers  desiring  positions  in  Massachusetts. 
In  the  past  year,  the  first  of  its  existence,  the  bureau  filled  89  posi- 
tions at  salaries  ranging  from  $2,700  down  to  $10  per  week. 


Native  children  in  the  Alsska  schools,  according  to  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Education,  become  so  enthusiastic  over  the  personal 
hygiene  campaign  that  they  frequently  bring  their  fathers  and  brothers 
to  sdiool  to  have  them  put  through  the  clipping  and  cleaning  process 
at  the  hands  of  tiie  teacher. 


To  meet  an  increasing  demand  for  librarians  and  library  assistants 
who  have  had  the  benefit  of  technical  training  a^  well  as  experience, 
the  California  State  library  has  planned  to  establish  in  January, 
1914,  a  library  school.  The  purpose  of  this  school  is  to  offer  to 
carefully  selected  candidates,  a  one-year  course  in  library  economy, 
which  is  designed  to  qualify  the  students  for  library  service.  For 
this  Iraining  the  Caliiomia  State  Library  offers  a  well  equipped 
laboratory,  having  a  library  of  about  165,000  volumes,  including  its 
law  library;  the  collection  of  federal,  state  and  mimidpal  documents; 
the  collection  of  books  for  the  blind;  and  the  special  collection  in  the 
California  Department.  These  and  other  departments  are  in  the 
hands  of  skilled  specialists  and  offer  varied  opportunities  for  special 
students,  as  well  as  a  broad  field  for  the  necessary  general  training. 
The  course  of  study  will  include  the  usual  technical  subjects  of 
cataloging,  classification  and  general  problems  of  library  administra- 
tion, but  the  broader  educational  and  literary  side  of  Uie  work  will 
receive  special  emphasis. 


A  "Society  for  the  Instruction  of  Eugenics*',  recently  founded  in 
Kew  York,  already  has  200  members. 


One  Idaho  county  has  more  than  350  boys  and  girls  organized  in 
sewing,  cooking,  poteto,  and  com  club  work. 
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Fbakcb:  a  SoiBKriFio  Center.  The  Museum  Natioaal  d'His- 
toire  Naturelle  is  one  of  Uie  greatest  scientific  institutions  in  the 
world,  as  well  as  one  of  the  oldest  Founded  in  1793  at  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  French  Berolution  it  was  fostered  when  otber  schoola 
^and  universities  were  destroyed,  so  that  it  has  an  uninterrupted 
Jimtory  covering  nH>re  than  a  century. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  at  the,  opening  of  the  current 
year,  the  operations  of  the  museum  for  the  previous  year  ending 
June  1913,  were  reviewed  by  the  Director,  M.  Edmond  Perrier.  Bte 
notod  among  other  particulars  that  the  museuni  is  organized  in 
^ghteen  aections  which  are  all  in  vigorous  activity,  and  derive  strength 
£rom  their  dose  retationB.  Their  influence  reaches  to  ev^  comer 
of  the  world;  a  score  or  more  investigators  w«re  named  by  the  direc- 
tor, who  were  pushing  their  researches  last  year  in  as  many  differ- 
ent directions,  while  zealous  collaborators  were  making  collections 
for  the  museum  in  remote  places.  Among  the  correspondents  were 
inenti<med  two  women,  Mme.  William  Ponty,  wife  of  the  governor 
of  Western  Africa,  who  supplied  numerous  specimens  of  t^  fauna 
of  that  region,  and  Mme.  du  Oast,  who  sent  specimens  from  Mo- 
rocco. 

The  collections  of  the  museum  are  not  for  exhibition  alone,  but 
for  the  study  of  life  in  all  its  varied  forms,  and  for  the  perpetual 
training  of  students  under  the  guidance  of  eminent  scientist. 

The  Government  appropriates  annually  about  $820,000  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  work,  and  it  receives  many  g^ifts  and  legacies, 
of  which  the  largest  in  its  history  was  $120,000,  the  bequest  of  one 
of  its  members,  Professor  Achille  Finet,  for  continuing  the  herbar- 
ium begun  under  his  direction. 


Schools  of  Berlin.  A  French  inspector  in  his  report  of  a  visit 
to  the  schools  of  Berlin  mentions  among  other  characteristic  features 
the  following:  Although  the  school  regulations  allow  as  the  maxi- 
mum, 80  pupils  in  a  one-teacher  school  and  70  in  a  class,  in  schools 
of  more  than  one  teacher,  the  city  of  Berlin  fixes  55  pupils  as  the 
maximum  number. 

In  history  special  attention  is  given  to  the  native  land.  The  offi- 
cial instructions  require  that  in  tiie  teaching  of  this  branch  the  en- 
deavor shall  be  to  associate  it  with  the  nation,  its  monuments,  and 
statues;  and  in  particular  to  show  the  relations  of  the  Hohenzollem 
princes  with  the  municipality. 

The  regulations  for  secondary  schools,  say:  'Tor  the  study  of  uni- 
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v^nal  history  and  of  the  general  history  of  culture,  should  be  sub- 
stitnted,  more  and  iBose,  the  hiBtary  of  Qermany  and  of  German 
^mekitf.  The  histcnry  of  other  nations,  in  particular  of  England  and 
France,  should  ,be  studied  chiefly  in  their  rdations  to  Qermany. 

Attention  is  <»lled  to  an  experiment  in  a  primary  school  of  Char- 
lottenberg,  in  the  use  of  the  direct  method  of  instruction  after  the 
American  example,  that  is  the  development  of  intelligence  and 
knovdedge  by  manual  trainii^  (paper  and  card  work,  drawing,  mod- 
eling, ete.)  in  strict  union  with  ttie  general  instruction. 

Oymnaitics  form  an  important  part  of  the  primary  programs  occu- 
pying  not  less  than  three  hours  a  week. 

Statistics  for  the  summer  term  for  1912,  show  that  the  primary 
sdiools  were  attended  by  224,348  children.  These  were  distributed 
in  306  ordinary  schools,  19  auxiliary  schools,  and  two  institutions 
for  those  whose  hearing  is  imperfect  The  total  number  of  daases 
was  5,276.  A  diminution  in  the  size  of  the  classes  was  reported: 
the  ayeiage  number  of  pupils  in  each  was  42.52,  as  against  48.78  in 
1902^  and  45.51  in  1906.  Some  of  the  lower  classes  still  have  from 
56  to  59  children  in  tbem,  alAooi^  the  School  Board  has  fixed  55 
as  a 


Inobeasb  IK  THs  NuMBBB  OF  WoRKiKO  WoiCEN.  In -Qermany 
according  to  the  latest  census,  18,500,000,  or  61  per  cent  of  the  men, 
are  eng^;ed  in  earning  money;  of  the  women  9,500,000,  or  30  1-3 
per  cent  But  while  the  percentage  of  men  so  engaged  has  remained 
stationary  since  1895,  the  percent^  of  women  has  risen  from  25  2-5 
to  tiie  present  figure.  The  modes  of  employment  are  various.  Of 
the  9,500,000  women  breadeamers,  4,600,000  are  engaged  in  agri- 
culture, 2,100,000  in  manufacturing  industries,  900,000  in  trade 
and  traffic;  1,200,000  are  domestic  servants;  320,000  are  nurses  or 
women  employed  by  the  day,  for  example,  as  charwomen;  the  re- 
maining 290,000  serve  art,  tiie  theatre,  the  school,  or  public  health. 


Simplifying  thb  Teaching  of  History.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Pedagogical  Association  of  Stockholm,  Sweden,  held  in  May,  Mr. 
Carl  Orimberg  lectured  on  the  following  subject:  ^^Simplifying  the 
Teaching  of  History.*^  The  principal  thought  of  the  lecture  was 
this:  The  teacher  should  not  in  his  class  requirements  or  exami- 
nations keep  too  closely  to  the  textbooks  with  their  many  facts  which 
it  is  often  impossible  for  the  students  to  dissolve. 

"Pallin-Boethius*  textbook  for  the  college,^*  said  the  lecturer,  "con- 
tains a  chapter  with  the  following  title:  ^Complications  and  wars  in 
Europe  during  the  reign  of  Karl  VI.*  Once  only  have  I  been  able 
with  certainty  to  'draw'  out  the  many  facts  showing  how  Tuscany 
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and  Parma,  Naples  and  Sicily  changed  owners.  But  it  was  not 
when  I  was  a  college  student  and  looked  forward  to  the  coming 
examination^  and  it  was  not  the  time  when  I  took  the  licentiate  ex- 
amination in  history.  It  was  when  as  a  probationi4  candidate  I  was 
permitted  to  teach  the  subject  of  histo^.  Th^i  I  was  compelled 
to  put  myself  into  the  subject  as  I  had  neTer  done  before,  and 
aft^  a  few  weeks  of  special  study  I  knew  so  much  that  it  would 
not  have  been  imreasoiueJ[)le  to.  demand  of  me  the  facts  which  the 
textbook  contained.  But  when  I  demanded  this  knowledge  of  the 
students  at  the  examination,  I  felt  myself  guilty  of  spiritual  murder.'^ 


C!oHMBROiAL  Edugatiok.  The  growing  recognition  in  this  coun- 
try of  commercial  interests  in  the  arrangement  of  uniyersity  pro* 
grams  imparts  interest  to  the  similar  movements  in  European  coun- 
tries. The  international  society  for  the  development  of  commercial 
education  which  has  its  headquarters  at  Berne,  Switzerland,  reports 
a  summer  commercial  course  conducted  at  the  Uniyersity  of  London. 
This  course  which  drew  many  students,  was  devoted  specially  to  the 
study  of  the  industrial  products  and  the  organization  of  commerce 
in  England.  The  registration  included  119  professors  engaged  in 
commercial  instruction  in  different  countries,  58  students  and  ^0 
business  men.    The  majbriiy  of  all  came  from  (Germany. 

At  Budapest,  Hungary,  similar  courses  were  conducted  in  the 
month  of  August,  covering  among  other  subjects  the  economic  and 
intellectual  development  of  Hungary. 


HoHB  Eduoatiok.  Among  the  effects  of  the  congresses  on  home 
education  is  the  formation  of  a  society  of  parents  at  St  Petersburg 
for  the  study  of  the  various  problems  of  the  home  education  of 
children  and  youths.  A  series  of  bulletins  have  been  prepared  by 
the  society,  and  are  in  great  demand  in  similar  circles  elsewhere. 

A.  T.   S. 
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THE  TEACHING  OF  GEOGRAPHY  IN  ELEMENTAKY  SCHOOLS.  B/ 
Hichard  Elwood  Dodge,  Professor  of  Geography,  Teachers  College,  Co- 
lumbia University,  and  Qara  Barbara  Eirchwey,  Instructor  in  Geogra- 
phy in  the  Horace  Mann  School  and  Teachers  College.  Cloth,  IS  mo.  %4S 
pages.    Price  $1.00.    Band,  McNally  A  Company. 

**Untii  nature  study  and  elementary  science  are  better  organised, 
geography  must  remain  the  one  science  in  the  elementary  school  from 
which  the  best  training  in  scientific  thinking  may  be  secured."  This  U 
part  of  the  creed  of  Prof.  Bichard  E.  Dodge  and  Miss  Clara  B.  Eirchwey 
an  expressed  in  their  new  book,  ''The  Teaching  of  Geography  in  Elemen- 
tary Schools."  The  authors  belieye  that  geography  should  be  made  ritally 
interesting  to  every  child  and  thoroughly  worth  while  in  preparation  for 
adnlt  life.  There  has  been,  and  still  is  among  some  people,  much  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  true  content  of  geography  and  the  proper  method  of  pre- 
sentiiig  it  to  school  children.  In  this  manual  the  scope  of  the  subject 
and  its,  problems  are  stated  in  straightforward  and  comprehensive  fash- 
ion. Emphasis  is  placed  throughout  on  geographic  ideas  as  they  touch 
the  sphere  of  the  child's  experiences.  Among  the  most  significant  topics 
disenased  are  the  principles  of  geography,  home  geography,  geography  in 
rural  schools,  the  relation  of  geography  to  other  subjects^  the  use  and 
misuse  of  maps,  observation  work,  the  organization  of  a  course  of  study, 
and  the  preparation  and  conduct  of  a  lesson.  The  suggestive  outlines  for 
lessons,  and  the  lists  of  reference  books  and  other  equipment  will  also 
be  found  extremely  helpful.  For  the  teacher  who  wishes  to  vitalize  geog- 
rai^  work  and  make  it  of  the  greatest  practical  benefit,  this  book  is 
brimful  of  valuable  ideas. 


GYP.  PETIT  BLEU.  Edited  for  school  use  by  F.  Th.  Meylan. 
licenci^  ^  Lettres  de  TUniversit^  de  Lausanne,  Head  of  the  Department 
of  French,  St.  Agatha  School,  New  York  City.  Qoth,  16  mo.  152  pages. 
Price,  85  cents.    American  Book  Company. 

La  Comtesse  de  Martel  Janville,  better  known  to  the  French  under 
her  pseudonym  of  Gyp,  has  written  many  successful  novels  that  treat 
of  the  higher  circles  of  society  in  witty  and  humorous  dialogue  and  with 
piquant  satire.  Petit  Bleu  is  the  charming  story  of  a  little  French  girl, 
educated  in  a  convent  about  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century.  It  is 
edited  with  a  few  slight  abridgments,  and  will  be  found  suitable  for  sec- 
ond year  reading.  A  unique  set  of  exercises,  by  repetition  and  drill,  fixes 
in  the  minds  of  the  pupils  many  of  the  conversational  idioms  used  in  the 
text.    Adequate  notes  and  a  complete  vocabulary  are  included. 
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A  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  By  Henry  E,  Bourne  and 
Elbert  J.  Benton.  Goth.  Maps  and  illostrations.  598  pages.  D.  C.  Heath 
A  Co.    Price  $1.00 

Two  years  ago  Doctors  Bourne  and  Benton  published  their  Intrduc- 
tory  American  History  which  was  based  upon  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  of  Eight  of  the  American  Historical  Association.  The  In- 
troductory Histbry  is  intended  for  the  sixth  school  year.  The  present 
Tolume,  intended  for  the  seyenth  and  eight  school  years,  is  based  upon 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  Eight,  and  interprets  them  in 
intelligible  tenns  for  actual  use.  The  authors  give  especial  prominence  to- 
economic  and  social  history  and  to  the  great  westward  moTement;  mil- 
itary details  are  subordinate;  matters  of  mere  traditional  yalue  have 
been  eliminated,  thus  leaving  space  for  the  introduction  of  a  mmre  full 
treatment  of  matters  of  first-rate  importanoe.  The  book  is  pre  eminently 
fitted  to  prepare  pupils  now  in  grammar  schools  for  intelligent  entrance- 
upon  the  duties  of  citizenship.  In  the  selection  of  matter,  the  interest- 
ing manner  of  presentation,  and  the  centers  of  interest  devdoped,  the 
book  deserves  all  praise.  It  is  notsrworthy  that  the  authors  have  included 
an  adequate  treatment  of  the  West  which  previous  books  have  generally 
neglected.  The  treatment  of  the  South  is  sympathetic  and  informing. 
In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  Eight,  the 
European  background  of  American  history  has  been  kepixin  mind,  mod 
intelligent  and  helpful  use  of  this  appears  fan  sffiupiiatii  peiate  in  tiie 
book.  Among  the  numerous  histories  for  grammar  grades  tkeA  iMiPe 
appeared  in  recent  years,  the  work  of  Doctors  Bmhw  mud  Benton  i» 
unique.  This  judgment  applies  not  only  Urn  <he  form  in  which  it  is  pre- 
sented, but  also  to  its  merits  in  roMAering  service  of  the  right  sort  to  the 
rising  generation. 

AMERICAN  LITERATUBE.  By  William  J.  Long.  Qinn  A  Company. 
Price  $1.35. 

This  book  aims  to  present  an  interesting  and  adequate  record  of 
American  literature  from  the  colonial  to  the  present  age,  and  to  make  the 
record  in  some  degree  worthy  of  the  history  and  spirit  of  the  American 
people. 

In  distinction  from  other  textbooks  on  the  subject,  it  is  emphatically 
a  national  work.  It  proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  literature  recog- 
nizes no  Mason  and  Dixon  line,  no  political  or  geographical  boundaries 
to  the  national  spirit.  Whoever  has  reflected  American  life  or  glorified 
American  ideals  is  welcomed  and  studied  here,  without  a  thought  of 
local  pride  or  prejudice. 

The  book  divides  our  literary  history  into  four  g^eat  periods,  con- 
tinuous in  their  development,  yet  having  each  its  distinct  and  significant 
characteristics.  Thus  colonial  literature  is  treated  as  an  expression  of 
the  profound  moral  and  spiritual  ideals  of  America,  and  Bevolutionary 
literature  as  the  reflection  of  its  practical  and  political  genius.     The 
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study  of  each  period  includes  (1)  an  introduction,  giving  an  outline  hXar^ 
toary  of  the  period,  its  important  eyenta,  and  its  dominant  interests ;  (2)  a 
surrey  of  all  the  literature  of  the  period,  its  general  tendencies,  and  its 
relation  to  important 4iterary  morements  in  England  and  elsewhere;  (3) 
a  detailed  study  of  all  the  important  writers  of  the  age.  This  includes 
an  interesting  biography  of  eaifih  author,  in  separate  type,  a  review  of  all 
his  works,  and  analysis  of  his  most  important  books,  and  a  simple  but 
critical  estimate  of  his  place  and  influence  in  our  literature;  (4)  a  brief 
sunr^  of  the  minor  writers  and  of  the  notable  miscellaneous  works  of  the 
period;  (5)  a  summary,  with  special  bibliography,  selections  for  reading, 
and  irarious  other  '^helps*'  to  teacher  and  pupil. 

t 

WBTTTEN  BNQLI8H.  A  Guide  to  the  Bules  of  Composition.  By  John 
Ersldne,  Ph.  B.,  Associatei  Professor  of  English  in  Columbia  University ; 
And  Helene  Ersldne,  A.  M.    The  Century  Company. 

The  charm  of  this  little  volume  is  partly  iai  its  concise  directness.  It 
can  be  carried  in  the  podcet  and  it  tells  the  reader  just  what  to  do 
about  capitalisaticm,  punctuation,  diction,  paragraphing,  etc.  There  are 
fModel  lettws  and  warnings  against  comnum  faults  and  errors. 

NORSE  TALES  RETOLD,  for  little  children  and  others  who  care  to 
read  them.    By  Ritzer  Freeman  and  Ruth  Davis.  A  C.  McClurg  A  Co. 

ttow  the  World  was  Made,  Ochin's  Search  for  Wisdom,  The  Making  of 
the  Hammer,  The  Death  of  Balder;  these  and  other  Norse  tales  are 
related  in  simple  English,  and  each  tale  has  an  illustrated  heading, 
making  an  attractive  and  interesting  book  for  supplementary  reading. 

A  VOICE  IN  THE  NIGHT,  AND  OTHER  STORIES.  By  Fredereick 
Hall.    The  Sunday  School  Times  Company.    Price  75  cents. 

This  attractive  book  opens  with  a  charming  presentation  of  the  story 
of  the  child  Samuel,  told  in  a  way  to  interest  the  modem  child.  Other 
stories  follow,  the  materials  drawn  from  the  Bible,  and  all  pervaded  by 
a  religious  atmosphere  that  is  tender  without  being  sentimentaL  A  very 
appropriate  book  for  a  Sunday  School  teacher  to  use  for  a  Christmas 
present. 

THE  STORY  OP  THE  ANCIENT  NATIONS.  A  TEXT  BOOK  FOR 
HIGH  SCHOOLS.  By  William  L.  Westermann,  Associate  Professor  in 
History,  University  of  Wisconsin.    D.  Appleton  and  Company. 

The  manual  here  presented  was  needed  because  of  the  great  amount 
of  new  material  that  has  been  brought  to  light  in  the  past  few  years  af- 
fecting our  understanding  of  the  life  of  ancient  times.  In  a  scholarly 
but  simple  and  interesting  way  the  author  traces  the  progress  of  ancient 
civilization  seeing  in  it  a  continuous  and  unified  process.  It  will  take  a 
commanding  place  among  the  high  school  text  books  of  history. 
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WALES  AND  TALES.  By  William  Hawley  Sntith.  BoatoiL  L.  A. 
Bankiii  A  Company. 

This  paper  covered  volume  of  224  pages  oonsifits  of  a  mixture  of 
quaint  philosophy,  brief  character  sketches,  pictures  from  lowly  liyes 
worthy  of  Dickens's  genius,  essays  on  education,  etc  If,  in  these  busy 
days,  any  one  has  time  to  while  away  an  hour  over  its  pages  he  will  prob- 
ably find  the  time  far  from  wasted.  Yet, — ^well,  there  are  many  more 
purposeful  Tolumes. 

THE  WORLD  WE  LIVE  IN,  or  Philosophy  and  life  in  the  Light  of 
Modem  Thought.  By  George  Stuart  Fullerton,  Professor  of  Philosophy 
in  Columbia  UniTersity.    The  ICacmillan  Company.    Price,  $1.50  net. 

This  book  is  the  product  of  a  thoughtful  mind,—  one  who  has  thought 
out  things  for  himself  and  does  not  ask  everyone  to  think  exactly  as  he 
does.  Bather  he  would  provoke  thought  in  the  mind  of  each  reader  and 
so  promote  a  spirit  and  attitude  of  mind  that  bit  by  bit  will  precipitate 
the  truth  in' the  consciousness  of  the  race.  His  world,  everybody's  world, 
our  world  and  other  worlds  are  brought  into  the  limelight  of  earnest 
truth-seeking  thought.  Any  reader  will  be  stronger  and  clearer  visioned 
for  reading  these  chapters. 

WASHINGTON  AND  LINCOLN,  LEADEBS  OP  THE  NATION  IN  THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL  EBAS  OP  AMEBICAN  HISTOBY.  By  Bobert  W.  Mc- 
Laughlin.   With  portraits.    G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons. 

This  is  a  very  r^tdable  book  and  it  does  what  no  other  has  done, 
namely,  it  establishes  the  relation  of  those  great  leaders  in  government 
whose  names  are  on  the  title  page.  Five  great  periods  of  American  his- 
tory are  examined  and  these  two  master  workmen  stand  revealed.  Their 
work  was  one  and  that  work  was  the  establishment  of  a  free  nation. 


PeriocBcal  Notes. 

Oolonel  Geoffe  Hsnrey  insogiuratM  sa  editorisl  departmrnit  In  the  Novembsr 
of  The  N&rtk  Jmmioam  Review,   He  dliooonet  with  onsraeteiHtio  freedmn  aod  puagnii^jr 
upon  s  great  irarie^  of  toplot.  giring  full  rein  to  hie  recognised  talent  for  foroefnl  ezpree- 
tion.  esne  phitoeopby,  wit,  and  estire. 

Theleedingartleleof  tlieNoTember.ietonefoit  the  sntobiogimpky  of  Abmhsm  Mitrle 
Rihbftny,  who  twen^  years  ego  wae  s  pennfleee;Bjrlan  immlgraat,  end  to-day  oeonplee  the 
pulpit  made  ftunoos  by  Jamee  Freeman  Clarke. 

The  NoTember  iaene  of  The  dmitury  might  be  sailed  a  roond-the-wortd  nnmber.  ao 
mnch  groond  it  covered  by  the  Tarione  articiee»  etoriee,  poems  and  illnstratioBe.    "The 


Boonomio  Oonseonenoee  of  Immigration  "  is  the  title  of  a  paper,  in  this  nnmber,  by 
Prof.  Bdward  A.  Koee.  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  on  perhaps  the  greateet  pioblem 
stm  nnnolred  by  the  United  Stotee. 

St,  Nickeku  for  November  is  called  *'  The  Fortieth  Anniversary  Nnmber.'*  and  is  of  no 
little  interest  to  grown-nps.  The  four  types  of  8t,  mchoUu  cover  are  reproduced  in  colors 
in  miniature  on  this  November  coyer,  and  are  dated,  reepectiTely,  1873,  1878,  1884  and  1885. 
The  nnmber  also  has  a  timely  article  by  Parfce  H.  Davis,  the  Princeton  member  of  the  Foot- 
ball Rnlee  Committee  on  **  Hie  Foll-fleid  Bmi  from  Kick-off  to  Tonchdown." 

In  the  November  issue  of  LiopMeoM't  Leonard  P.  Ayers,  Ph.D.,  Director,  Division  of 
BIlQcation,  of  the  Russell  Sage  Foundation,  New  York  CXtr,  glTce  us  some  straight-from- 
tho^honlder  facta  about  **  The  RcTolmlon  in  Bdncation  and  Its  Oanse.*'  It's  a  big,  vital 
subject,  and  ought  to  intereet  CTcrybody. 
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PbBFATOBT  NOTJk 

If  the  author  has  read  ari^t  the  signs  of  the  tunes,  as  they 
appear  in  educational  conferences  and  in  popular  discuasionSy 
(here  is  now  a  really  urgent  demand  for  praeticdl  and  reasonably 
definite  suggestions  as  to  the  reorganization  of  our  schools.  There 
is  especial  need  for  a  definite  plan  that  shall  show  how  to  retain 
that  which  is  essential  to  the  general  education  of  every  future 
fMflfh  and  woman,  at  the  same  time  that  a  place  is  found  for  the 
various  forms  of  special,  technical  or  other  vocational  training  that 
m>ay  he  necessary  for  the  individual  hoy  or  girl. 

A  year  spent  in  studying  not  merely  the  schools,  but  the  eco- 
nomic, political  and  social  conditions  underlying  and  overlying  the 
school  system  of  (Germany  has  convinced  the  author  that  Europe 
at  its  bei^t  has  not  found  a  solution  for  the  most  pressing  of  our 
educational  problems.  The  first  problem  for  our  educators  to 
solve  is  that  su^ested  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  paragraph;  a 
problem  that  is  all  the  more  serious  because  the  ardent  advocates  of 
general  culture,  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  practical  efficiency,  on 
the  other,  alike  refuse  to  face  it,  while  the  practical  sdioolmen  of 
our  own  country,  following  the  lead  of  Europe,  seem  generally  to 
think  that  they  have  disposed  of  the  difficulty  when  they  can  say 
that  their  schools  are  prepared  to  give  either  general  culture  or 
technical  training,  or  in  some  cases,  will  give  a  mixture  of  both 
in  such  proportions  as  the  pupil  or  his  parents  may  elect, — ^thus 
relieving  the  educator  of  his  special  duty  to  society  and  to  youth, 
by  unloading  his  most  weighty  responsibility  onto  the  shoulders 
of  the  ignorant  boy  or  girl  or  of  a  parent  that  may  be  no  less 
ignorant. 

Deeply  impressed  by  this  social  problem  of  the  educalor,  and 
hardly  less  so  by  the  psychological  problem  of  how  to  plan  the 
work  of  the  school  to  meet  and  make  the  most  of  the  several  stages 
of  the  young  being^s  physical  and  mental  development  as  he  passes 
from  early  childhood  to  late  adolescence,  the  author,  on  his  return 
from  Europe,  sought  to  withdraw  wholly  from  the  field  of  ^Tugher*' 
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and  ^^ormal''  education,  and  to  obtain  a  position  in  which  he 
eonld  work  directly  at  the  problems  of  elementary  and  secondary 
education.  During  four  years  as  principal  of  the  high  school  of 
Kebraska'a  capital  and  educational  center  he  was  enabled  to  put 
to  the  test  much  of  that  which  is  suggested  in  the  following  pages 
for  the  ^'secondary  transition"^  or  intermediate  department  and 
for  the  ''adolescent''  department,  or  hi^  school  proper.  He  has 
not  yet  been  able  to  make  the  same  rigorous  test,  under  his  own 
direction,  of  the  whole  of  that  which  relates  to  the  play  school, 
primary  transition  department,  and  the  elementary  department,  or 
''grammar  schooP',  as  it  is  called  in  many  of  our  cities, — althou^ 
much  of  this  he  has  observed  in  successful  operation  in  one  school  or 
another  in  America  or  Europe.  A  great  part  of  what  is  here  sug- 
gested has  been  presented  to  bodies  of  teachers  and  sdiool  adminis- 
trators in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  practically  all 
of  it  has  been  presented  in  the  form  of  lectures  to  the  sunmier 
school  of  the  University  of  iNTebraska  and  to  the  pedagogical  de- 
partment of  Clark  University.  The  reception  accorded  it  in  the 
limited  fields  indicated  and  the  comments  of  able,  practical  edu- 
cators has  encouraged  the  writer  to  believe  that  the  time  is  ripe 
for  the  publication  of  this  essay  in  educational  organization. 

While  the  purpose  of  the  author's  work  is  primarily  practical, 
yet  he  is  unwilling  to  put  it  forth  without  a  brief  presentation  of 
the  educational  philosophy  underlying  it,  and  he  trusts  that  the 
eight  postulates  preceding  the  plan  of  organization  will  not  be 
thought  to  detract  from  the  practical  nature  of  the  work.  While 
a  few  ultra-practical  school  men  might  be  better  pleased  if  this  in- 
troduction were  omitted,  the  author  is  reasonably  confident  that 
the  greater  number  of  sdiool  administrators  and  teachers  will  feel 
that  the  preliminary  theses  add  to  the  value  of  the  work,  and  of 
course  they  will  make  it  more  available  as  a  basis  for  reading 
circle  work  and  normal  school  discussion. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


276  Educadon  for  January 


The  Okoanization  of  Education. 


Some  Educational  Postvlates  and  Practical  Suggestions  as  to  the 
Organization  of  Municipal  Schools. 


SYNOPSIS  OF  CONTENTS. 

Postvlaies 

L     Purpose  of  education  to  enable  members  of  society  to  attain 
highest  possible  development 
Corallaries  la. 
i. 
Bemarks  in  elucidation  of  postulate. 
IL     The  human  being  a  psycho-physical  unit 

Bemarks. 
IIL     Three  stages  of  individual  development  and  two  transi- 
tional periods  of  great  significance  for  the  organization 
of  education. 
Bemarks. 
IV.     Correspondence  between  development  of  race  and  of  in- 
dividual significant  for  education. 
Bemarks. 
y.     Education  should  be  influenced^  but  not  dominatedi  by  the 
inherent  tendencies  of  developing  youth. 
Bemarks. 
VL     In  education  the  policy  of  the  open  door  should  be  main- 
tained. 
Bemarks. 
VIL     The  best  education  is  the  most  economioaL 

Bemarks. 
Vlll.     Kow  is  the  time  for  practical  reforms  in  the  schooL 
Bemarks. 
Practical  Suggestions: 

I.  General  Plan  of  Organizing  Schools,  with  the  psycho-physi- 
cal development  as  the  basis  of  classification,  with  con- 
stant opportunity  for  readjustment,  with  a  minimum 
of  work  for  the  less  gifted,  with  much  individual 
work  within  the  classes,  and  with  the  possibility  for  out- 
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side  work  in  cultivation  of  a  special  interest  ihrou^out 
the  school  course. 

§1.     In  general. 

§2.  Economy  of  this  Plan  Compared  with  the  Plan 
Usually  Followed. 

§3.  Enfranchisement  and  Stimulation  of  the  Elemen- 
tary School  Teacher,  not  bound  to  an  iron  sched- 
ule for  an  arbitrary  period,  with  uniform  re- 
sults for  all  pupils,  but  entrusted  with  the  guid- 
ance of  the  development  of  a  group  of  children 
throughout  a  natural  period  of  tfieir  psycho- 
physical development 

§4.     Benefits  to  Different  Classes  of  Pupils. 

§6.  No  exceptional  demands  upon  teacher^  expert  su- 
pervision being  assumed. 

§6.-  Plan  to  be  considered  with  reference  to  the  con- 
tent of  the  curriculum,  etc.  of  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  school. 
IL     Scope  of  the  Several  Departments  of  the  School. 

§1.     The  Play  School. 

§2.     The  Primary  Transition  Department 

§3.     The  Elementary  Department 

A.  General  view. 

B.  Curriculum. 

1.  Beckoning  and  Mathematics. 

2.  Language. 

3.  Economic  and  cultural  development  of 

mankind  or  History. 

4.  Geography  (connecting  3  and  5). 

5.  Nature  Study,  or  Elementary  Science. 

6.  (a)  Art  and  (6)  Manual  Training. 

7.  Physical  Culture. 

0.  Usual  Daily  Program — ^Discussion  Table. 
§4.     Secondary  Transition  Department 

A.  (Jeneral  View. 

B.  Curriculum. 

1.  Required  Courses, 
a.  Science. 
6.  History  (and  Government). 
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c.  Literature  and  Aeethetiot. 

d.  Physical  Culture. 

e.  Art 

2.  Elective  Courses  (either  practical  or  cul- 
tural). 
8.  Optional  Course. 
0.  Daily  Program. 
§5.    Secondary  Department  or  Adolescent  Department; 

A.  (General  View. 

B.  First  Year's  Work. 

1  &  2.  English  and  History. 

3.  Laboratory  Course  in  Science. 
4  &  5.  Physical  Culture  and  Art 

6.  Electire  Work  (vocational  or  cul- 
tural). 

C.  After  the  First  Year. 

EEL    Adaptation  of  Plan  to  Several  Classes  of  Young  People. 

§1.    Girls. 

§2.     The  Normal  Child. 

Jn  the  Play  School 
"   "   Primary  Transition  Department 
^^   ^^   Elementary  Department 
"   "   Secondary  Transition  Department 
"   "   Adolescent  Department 

§8.     The  Child  of  Slow  Development 

§4.     The  Precocious  Child. 

§6.     The  Young  Person  Who  Enters  School  Very  Late» 

§6.    The  Adolescent  Who  is  Self-Supporting. 

CHAPTER  L 

PoSTirULTEB 

L    The  purpose  of  education  is  to  assist  tiie  individual  to  make 
the  most  of  himself ,  and  thus  do  most  for  others ;  to  enable  him 
to  grow  into  the  largest  life  possible  for  one  having  so  rich  an 
endowment  as  that  with  which  he  is  provided  at  birth. 
CoraUaries  of  this  truth  are : 
la.  The  child  himself  must  be  studied  in  order  that  education 
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may  fit  his  needs  and  adapt  itself  to  his  seTeral  stages  of  de- 
velopment, 
b.  Sinoe,  at  any  given  stage  of  its  development^  the  being  that 
is,  is  the  outcome  of  the  development  of  an  earlier  stage  of 
life,  and  as  long  as  its  development  is  incomplete  its  present 
condition  must  be  considered  with  reference  to  the  later  stages 
through  which  it  is  to  pass,  it  follows  that,  to  interpret  ari^t 
the  life  of  the  individual  child  of  today,  we  must  study  his  past 
and  that  of  the  ancestral  forms  of  life  out  of  whidi  his  has 
developed,  and  we  must  consider  also  all  that  is  known  of  the 
later  stages  of  development  of  similar  beings. 
2.  Information,  carefully  prepared,  must  be  given  to  the  child, 
in  addition  to  whatever  else  may  be  done  for  him  in  the  effort 
to  provide  him  with  a  suitable  environment  for  such  a  devd* 
(q[)^nent  of  all  the  nascent  powers  of  mind  and  body  as  will 
most  enlarge   his  life.     Because,    as  far  as  possible   every 
individual  of  each  sucoeediog  generation  should  be  given  thd 
vantage  ground  afforded  by  a  g^ieral  knowledge  of  what  has 
so  far  been  achieved  by  any  of  the  human  race,  a  very  im^ 
portant  part  of  the  business  of  the  educator  is  to  summarige 
what  men  have  so  far  learned  in  art  and  science  and  phike* 
ophy,  and  to  impart  a  knowledge  of  the  principal  remdU  of 
these  achievements  of  mankind  to  the  individuals  of  the  rising 
generation,  even  though  it  may  be  impossible  to  explain  to 
die  greater  number  of  the  latter  how  tiiese  facts  and  trudis 
were  first  brou^t  to  li^t 
Remarks  in  elueidaHon  of  the  Postulate : — To  speak  somewhat 
more  in  detail,  although  it  may  be  difficult  to  make  the  necessary 
distinctions  as  dearly  as  they  ought  to  be  made,  we  should,  I  think, 
reoognize  that  the  purpose  of  education  is  neither,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  make  the  individual  life  an  ideal  one,  in  the  sense  of  bringing 
it  into  conformity  within  an  a  priori  ideal  having  a  definite  con- 
tent, nor,  on  the  other  hand,  to  fit  the  individual  to  play  a  pro- 
scribed part  in  that  particular  organization  of  society  into  which  he 
happens  to  be  bom.    Such  educational  ideals  are  too  static.  The  one 
assumes  that  we  already  know  the  content  of  perfectbn  of  life; 
the  oiher,  that  the  present  organization  of  society  is  a  final  form 
to  wlneh  not  alone  the  present  life  of  the  individual,  but  that  of 
aH  future  individuals,  must  be  conformed. 
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It  does  not  seem  to  me  safe  to  assume  that  fitness  for  one's  im- 
mediately  present  environment  is  the  norm  by  which  to  judge  of 
human  progress  or  of  height  and  completeness  of  development  in 
general  The  degenerate,  sightless  and  limbless  parasite  probably 
has  such  fitness  in  the  highest  degree ;  but  with  this  perfect  adapta- 
tion to  its  narrow  special  environment  the  power  of  adaptation  to 
a  larger  and  more  varied  environment  is  gone.  The  educator's 
work  should  no  more  be  determined  by  a  narrow  interpretation  of 
the  theory  of  evolution  by  natural  selection  than  it  should  be  pre- 
scribed* by  a  traditional  or  a  purely  metaphysical  ideal  of  a  perfect 
life.  What  seems  to  be  desirable  is  what  might  be  called  a  rational 
opportunism,  the  application  of  enlightened  common  sense  to  the 
preservation  of  a  sort  of  moving  equilibrium.  Not  less  truly  a 
part  of  man's  nature  than  his  inherited  instincts  is  the  highly  de- 
veloped reason  by  which  he  is  enabled  not  alone  to  adapt  his  con- 
duct to  quite  new  experiences,  but  also  to  learn  things  not  immedi- 
ately necessary  for  his  next  step  in  life ;  and,  as  a  result  of  this,  to 
modify  his  immediate  environment  or  to  pass  from  it  into  one  that 
his  cultivated  insight  leads  him  to  believe  will  make  possible  for 
him  a  larger  life,  t.  e.,  one  that  may  be  less  in  harmony  with  that 
immediate  environment  in  which  he  was  bom,  but  that  will  be  in 
more  perfect  harmony  with  the  imiversci  and  apparently  unalter- 
able habits  of  the  Universe  at  large,  so  far  as  he  has  learned  them ; 
and  that  will  thus,  by  reason  of  a  more  perfect  unity  between  his 
individual  life  and  die  universal  existence,  give  him  the  largest^ 
the  most  divine  life  possible  for  man. 

Studying  the  phenomena  of  life  in  the  full  light  of  instinctive 
and  rational  experience,  we  cannot  but  learn  much  as  to  the  condi- 
tions of  a  satisfactory  life ;  and  each  one  of  us,  whether  as  private 
individual  or  as  teadier,  is  answerable  to  society  as  well  as  to  his 
own  conscience  for  the  application  of  what  he  thus  learns.  To  me 
personally,  it  seems  that  such  a  study  of  life,  of  nature,  human  and 
non-human,  makes  it  evident  that  human  happiness  is  the  ideal  for 
human  effort,  and  that  the  greatest  happiness,  quantitatively  con- 
sidered (if  that  conception  be  legitimate),  not  alone  for  the  race 
at  large,  but  also  for  the  individual,  is  also  the  highest  happiness, 
ethically  considered ;  that,  in  other  words,  our  happiness  is  meaa? 
ured  by  the  largeness  of  our  love,  and  this  means  the  breadth  of 
our  sympathies,  which  in  turn  is  dependent  upon  the  widest  poa- 
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sible  extent  of  knowledge,  requiring  the  fullest  possible  symmetri- 
cal development  of  the  potentialities  of  our  nature,  psychical  and 
physical  The  largest  possible  development  of  our  nature  does  not 
mean  the  fullest  possible  development  of  each  individual  tendency 
that  exists  in  a  human  being,  each  trait  being  considered  by  it- 
self; for  the  greatest  possible  development  of  any  one  trait,  either 
physical  or  mental,  would  doubtless  mean  a  corresponding  sup- 
pression of  many  others:  but  the  largest  possible  development  of 
the  whole  nature  requires  the  mainteuance  of  a  certain  symmetry 
and  proportion  in  the  cultivation  of  our  special  instincts  and  abili- 
ties. Only  so  great  a  development  of  each  of  these  is  normally 
desirable,  as  is  consistent  with  the  largest  possible  development  of 
the  whole  nature.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  principle,  administered 
in  the  light  of  experience  and  reason,  is  quite  satisfactory.  It  is 
true  that  the  recognition  of  this  principle  makes  restraint  as  well 
as  encouragement  a  part  of  the  work  of  education,  and  leaves  it  to 
the  educator's  discretion,  in  the  light  of  his  whole  experience, 
emotional,  instinctive  and  rational,  to  determine  when  and  where 
to  apply  the  brake  and  when  and  where  to  encourage  the  child's 
impulses.  But,  that  science  or  philosophy  ishould  be  expected  to 
give  us  an  unerring  rule  providing  specifically  for  every  detail,  and 
informing  us  in  advance  just  exactly 'to  what  extent  we  should 
encourage  and  to  what  extent  restrain  the  several  natural  ten- 
dencies of  each  individual,  seems  to  me  as  childish  as  to  demand 
the  moon  for  a  plaything.  He  who  expects  from  the  study  of  na^ 
ture,  of  evolution,  of  the  spontaneous  activity  of  the  universe,  to 
derive  such  a  formula,  has  profited  very  little  from  the  hard  won 
knowledge  man  has  so  far  gained  of  the  constitution  of  the  uni- 
verse: for  that  knowledge  points  to  the  truth  that  ^^etemal  vigilance 
is  the  price  of  liberty",  or,  in  other  words,  that  in  the  evolution  of 
humanity  man's  reason  as  well  as  his  instincts  have  been  developed, 
and  that  he  must  use  the  former  continually,  as  well  as  the  latter, 
to  adjust  his  own  adult  life  and  the  life  of  his  offspring  to  and 
to  keep  them  in  adjustment  with  the  environment  formed  by  the 
complex  universal  existence  of  which  these  individual  human  lives 
are  a  part. 
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II.  The  human  being  is  a  pBjcho-physical  unit  in  which  the  amo- 
ciation  of  mind  with  body  is  so  intimate^  the  connection  so 
close,  that  neither  can  be  acted  upon  independentlj  of  the  other: 
physical  changes  iuTolve  mental  dianges;  physical  culture  in-* 
volves  the  cultivation  of  certain  mental  states;  and  mental, 
moral  and  spiritual  development  are  possible  only  through  the 
exercise  of  physical  powers. 

Remarks: — ^While  it  is  true  that  one  may  cultivate  certain 
physical  powers  to  an  extent'  prejudicial  to  certain  of  the  hi^er 
psychical  powers,  or  certain  psychical  powers  in  such  a  way  as  to 
neglect  and  injure  many  physical  powers,^ — ^just  as  one  may  culti* 
vate  one  physical  power  to  the  prejudice  of  another  physical 
power,  or  one  kind  of  psychical  activity  to  the  prejudice  of  other 
kinds  of  psychical  activity, — ^yet  in  general  the  hi^est  human  de* 
velopment  is  dependent  upon  the  symmstrical  development  of  mind 
and  body,  a  hi^  degree  of  perfection  in  the  former  being  de^ 
pendent  upon  the  most  perfect  and  symmetrical  development  of 
the  latter;  so  that  even  if  the  development  of  our  bodily  powers, 
if  physical  culture  were  not  in  and  for  itself  a  highly  desirrt^le 
fSki  of  education  (which,  however,  it  is),  it  would  still  be  the 
Becessary  concern  of  the  educator  as  a  sine  qua  nan  or  the  best 
loental  development. 

In  this  connection  it  is  pertinent  to  quote  two  statements  Hiftt 
have  been  forcefully  put  by  Mr.  Cephas  Guillet  in  his  article  on 
^'Beeapitulation  and  Education''  in  volume  VII  of  the  Pedagogic 
«al  Seminary.  The  first  is  certainly  suggestive  even  if  its  troth 
^s  not  yet  been  perfectly  established;  and  the  second  seems  to 
xne,  at  least,  to  be  as  certain  as  any  truth  can  be  that  is  neither 
given  us  by  intuition  (as  is  the  fact  of  self-existence)  nor  capaMe 
of  a  mathematical  demonstratioiL  On  page  429  Mr.  Guillet  says 
that  ^Biology  teaches  us  that  it  is  the  over-specialised  species  tlMit 
have  always  succumbed  in  the  struggle.  Man  owes  his  preemi* 
nence  to  the  fact  that  he  is  bom  an  immature  and  generalized  form 
and  long  retains  this  condition  of  plasticity.''  The  other  statement 
(on  page  488)  is  that  "Every  part  of  the  living  body  is  also  in 
effect  part  of  the  soul,  and  the  atrophy  of  any  part  of  the  body 
involves  the  partial  paralysis  of  the  souL" 
(To  he  Continued). 
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Educational  Extension  through  the  Rural 
Social  Center* 

Hbnby  S.  Oubtis,  Olivbt,  Michigan. 

'HE  social  center  of  a  primative  sort  is  developing 
rapidly  in  certain  rural  sections  of  this  country. 
It  is  thought  of  usually  as  a  cure  for  the  ills  of 
isolation.  I  wish  to  point  out  in  this  paper  some 
of  its  educational  possibilities.  These  possibilities 
are  largely  unrealized  at  present,  yet  they  are  not 
inherently  difficult  of  realization.  They  are  so 
important  as  to  demand  the  development  of  social 
centers  in  the  country  if  no  other  reasons  existed. 

SOHOOL  EXHIBITIONS. 

There  are  at  least  six  distinctly  educational  uses  of  the  social 
center.  The  first  of  these  is,  that  the  social  center  serves  or  may 
serve  to  bring  the  school  and  the  community  together,  to  make  the 
teachers  and  parents  acquainted,  and  to  show  the  parents  just 
what  progress  their  children  are  making  in  sdiooL  To  this  end, 
several  of  the  meetings  of  the  social  center  should  be  school  exhi- 
bitions or  fairs  in  which  the  entire  program  for  the  evening  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  school.  It  should  exhibit  all  that  it  is 
doing,  with  some  of  the  work  of  each  pupil  in  each  subject  so  far 
ae  possible.  The  exhibition  in  manual  training,  agriculture,  do- 
mestic science,  and  the  work  of  tiiie  com  and  canning  clubs  would 
be  likely  to  be  of  especial  interest  to  the  parents,  and  Qie  praise 
and  criticism  of  the  adults  would  go  a  long  way  toward  furnishing 
a  natural  and  effective  stimulus  to  tlie  children  in  their  work. 
There  should  be  some  recitations  and  dialogues  of  course,  and  the 
evening  might  well  close  with  light  refreshments  served  by  the 
class  in  domestic  economy. 

^Chapter  from  a  forthcoming  book,  to  be  published   shortly  l^   Gfam 
9mA  Company,  and  entitlad  ^Tlay  and  Beortation  in  tha  Open  Country.'* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


284  Educadan  far  January 

EXTENSION   CLASSES  IN  AOBIOULTUBAI.  ANI>  DOMESTIC   SCIENCE. 

A  seeond  educational  feature  that  would  be  worth  while  would 
be  extension  courses  in  agriculture  for  the  young  men  and  ex- 
tension courses  in  domestic  economy  for  the  young  women.  Our 
old  idea  of  education  was  that  a  portion  of  life,  from  six  to  twenty 
perhaps,  must  be  set  aside  for  that  purpose,  and  that  during  this 
period,  we  would  crowd  into  the  mind  of  the  child  all  that  he 
would  ever  need  to  know.  We  have  discovered,  however,  that  the^ 
child  is  not  interested  in  many  of  the  things  that  we  have  sou^t 
to  teach  him  and  that  he  soon  forgets  them.  There  is  coming  in 
today  a  new  conception.  Education  is  a  process  that  begins  with 
birth  and  ends  with  death.  It  is  impossible  in  a  large  way  to 
prepare  in  one  period  of  life  for*  what  is  to  happen  in  another, 
because  the  child  is  not  at  that  time  interested  in  these  things,  and 
by  concentrating  his  attention  on  preparation  for  the  future  we 
may  cause  him  to  miss  the  legitimate  experiences  of  the  period  to 
which  he  at  that  time  belongs.  We  are  not  very  good  prophets^ 
and  it  is  hard  to  predict  what  the  distant  future  of  the  child  may 
be  or  just  what  preparation  he  needs.  The  world  is  moving  on 
so  fast  that  the  man  who  ceases  to  study  for  five  years  becomes 
obsolete.  It  is  impossible  to  prepare  today  for  conditions  ten 
or  twenty  years  hence.  As  the  result,  summer  schools  are  spring- 
ing up  all  over  the  country.  Nearly  every  university  and  normal 
school  has  its  summer  session.  Summer  Chautauquas  are  held 
in  nearly  every  village  of  the  middle  West  The  Y.  M.  0.  A* 
workers  have  tiieir  annual  encampment,  the  ministers  have  their 
conferences  and  there  are  state  and  other  associations  that  are 
constantly  reviewing  the  latest  things  for  the  teachers.  Probably 
this  extension  education  is  more  needed  by  the  farmers  and 
their  wives  than  any  other  class.  Prof.  Carver  of  Harvard 
says:  "To  be  a  thoroughly  equipped,  scientific  farmer,  probably 
requires  a  higher  education,  certainly  a  more  complete  scientific 
education,  than  any  of  the  learned  professions  witfi  the  possible 
exception  of  medicine.  Such  a  farmer  must  obviously  know 
something  of  botany,  zoology,  chemistry,  physics  and  surveying; 
and  some  special  and  difficult  branches  of  these  sciences  he  must 
know  extremely  well.  Principles  of  plant  and  animal  breeding 
ought  to  be  thoroughly  understood,  if  it  were  possible.*'  Despite 
the  difficulty  of  his  profession,  most  farmers  have  received  no 
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training  in  the  principles  involved,  but  have  merely  learned  from 
their  fathers  or  others  to  do  things  in  a  certain  way)  The  farmer 
often  does  not  believe  in  the  training  of  the  agricultural  college, 
and  speaks  of  the  graduates  as  ^^kid  glove  farmers."  In  medi- 
^)ine  it  is  recognized  that  the  only  way  to  proficiency  is  the  medi- 
4isl  school.  The  aspiring  minister  should  attend  the  school  of 
theology,  and  the  would-be  teacher  should  go  to  the  normal  school ; 
"but  the  farmer  does  not  believe  that  farming  can  be  taught 
On  the  face  of  it,  this  seems  unreasonable,  and  it  either  must  be 
:that  our  agricultural  colleges  have  been  very  inefficient  or  that  the 
farmer  has  a  mistaken  idea  of  their  value.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  writer  that  the  agricultural  colleges  have  made  good,  and  that 
-the  farmers  have  made  a  mistake  largely  from  confusing  the  gen- 
^emen  farmers  from  ihe  city,  who  farm  extravagantly  for  amuse- 
iment  with  the  trained  agriculturalists  turned  out  by  the  schools. 
-Certainly  many  of  the  principles  involved  in  farming  are  simple 
^enough,  and  to  take  it  for  granted  that  they  cannot  be  taught  is 
to  assume  a  good  deal  of  stupidity  on  the  part  either  of  the 
teacher  or  the  pupil. 

About  one  person  in-  every  two  hundred  in  the  community  is  a 

teacher.    About  one  in  every  five  hundred  is  a  doctor,  about  one 

in  every  six  hundred  is  a  lawyer,  about  one  in  every  ten  is  a 

farmer;  yet  there  are  probably  more  prospective  teachers  in  nor- 

-mal  schools,  more  embryo  doctors  in  the  medical  schools,  more 

law  students  in  law  schools  than  there  are  farmers  in  the  agri- 

.cultural  colleges.    Perhaps  one  adult  woman  in  fifty  is  a  teacher 

and  needs. to  understand  pedagogy.    Every  woman  is  likely  to  be- 

^come  a  housewife  and  mother  and  needs  to  understand  domestic 

.economy  and  the  rearing  of  children.     Yet  there  are  probably 

two  or  three  times  as  many  women  in  normal  schools  as  there  are 

in  schools  of  domestic  economy.     There  is  obviously  something 

-out  of  joint  here,  unless  it  be  true  that  men  know  by  instinct  how 

to  select  seed  and  cultivate  the  soil,  and  women  know  by  the  same 

means  how  to  cook  and  to  care  for  babies.     If  we  compare  the 

methods  of  the  average  farmers  with  the  methods  of  the  best 

farmers,  it  becomes  reasonably  evident  there  are  some  at  least 

who  have  not  inherited  the  secret  of  profitable  agriculture.     If 

'We  compare  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  in  the  city  slums  or  in 

inegro  homes  with  tiiiat  in  the  more  intelligent  families,  it  becomes 
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•▼ident  that  theie  are  some  at  least  who  have  not  inherited  a 
knowledge  of  the  rearing  of  children^  for  fully  a  quarter  of  these 
ohildrai  are  carried  off  die  first  year  by  preventable  disease. 

In  all  past  ages  and  periods  the  tillers  of  the  soil  have  been  tied 
to  the  land.  The  race  settled  down  when  it  evolved  from  the 
nomadic  to  the  agricultural  stage.  The  American  farmers  are 
more  mobile  than  any  other  farmers  have  ever  been,  but  they  are 
still  our  most  fixed  and  least  traveled  class.  Perhaps  this  is  one 
reason  why  so  few  farm  boys  go  away  to  agricultural  coU^es. 
The  fertility  of  the  soil  and  the  annual  yield  in  a  number  of  dif- 
ferent staple  crops  is  declining.  We  have  had  a  great  starts  but  a 
number  of  European  countries  are  now  making  prepress  more 
rapidly  than  we  in  everything  except  the  application  of  labor* 
saving  devices  to  agriculture.  The  need  of  agricultural  education 
cannot  be  met  by  the  fixed  agricultural  colleges  as  they  now  exist, 
because  too  small  a  proportion  of  the  farmers  boys  attend 
them^  and  because  the  great  majority  of  the  farmers  are  beyond 
the  school  age,  as  they  understand  it  President  Pritchett  of  the 
Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Teaching  finds  that 
the  effective  range  of  the  college  or  university  is  not  more  than  a 
hundred  miles.  Colleges  and  universities  draw  from  the  more 
mobile  classes,  and  the  range  of  the  college  and  university  is  surely 
much  greater  than  that  of  the  agricultural  college.  In  order  to 
reach  the  people,  agriculture  must  be  brought  to  them  in  the  form 
of  many  agricultural  high  schools  or  separate  agricultural  col- 
leges or  both,  or  throu^  extension  teaching.  It  is  perfectly 
feasible  that  each  consolidated  school  should  have  a  room  for  agri- 
culture and  another  for  domestic  science  that  should  be 
reserved  largely  for  the  young  men  and  women  during  the  slack 
season  on  the  farm.  Twenty  years  ago  the  country  youth  often 
continued  to  attend  the  district  school  in  the  winter  time  until 
they  were  twenty  or  twenty-one.  Today  they  have  generally  fin- 
ished the  course  by  the  time  they  are  fourteen  or  fifteen,  and 
consider  their  education  complete.  During  six  months  of  the  year 
these  country  boys  and  girls  do  not  have  very  much  to  do,  and 
might  well  continue  their  education  m  a  rural  high  school  or 
extension  school.  In  the  state  of  Iowa  they  are  starting  schools 
of  domestic  economy  and  agriculture  for  these  older  boys  and 
girls.    Thi&,  seems  to  me  one  of  the  most  hopeful  movements  tha^ 
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has  been  begun  for  years.  It  would  put  an  agricultural  school 
in  practically  every  township  of  the  state.  If  this  work  is  car- 
ried on  from  fourteen  to  twebty,  it  ought  to  give  these  young 
people  a  really  good  training  in  the  work  ihey  are  to  follow. 

In  Denmark,  which  is  less  than  one-third  as  large  as  the  state 
of  New  York,  there  are  eighty  extension  high  schools  and  twenty- 
ei^t  agricultural  colleges.  Denmark  is  a  sandy  peninsula  washed 
by  two  cold  oceans,  and  constantly  chilled  by  the  winds  iroia  the 
!&dtic  and  the  North  Seas,  so  that  they  must  blanket  the  cows 
even  in  August.  It  was  nearly  ruined  financially  by  the  German 
Austrian  war,  in  which  it  lost  Sleswig  and  Holstein.  It  has  a 
sterile  soil,  yet  Denmark  is  the  most  prosperous  agricultural  coun-. 
try  in  the  world  today.  One  can  but  wonder  what  the  United 
States  with  a  congenial  climate,  a  fertile  soil,  and  an  enterprising 
people,  might  do  with  stCch  a  system  of  agricultural  education. 

The  practise  of  farming  is  probably  farther  behind  our  knowl- 
edge than  is  the  practise  of  any  other  trade  or  profession.  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  an  exa^eration  to  say  that  the  application  of  our 
well  established  knowledge  of  agriculture  to  actuid  farming  would 
at  least  double  the  profits  of  the  farms  for  the  whole  coimtry  and 
might  do  a  great  deal  more  than  this.  This  would  mean  an  in- 
creased return  of  a  hundred  or  more  millions  of  dollars  a  year  to 
most  states,  an  amount  that  most  of  us  would  think  worth  con- 
sidering. The  prosperity  of  the  farmer  means  the  prosperity  of 
tiie  whole  country,  so  this  becomes  a  matter  of  really  national  im- 
portance. Our  national  legislators  might  even  rest  from  their 
speedies  a  little  in  order  to  consider  a  proposition  of  this  size. 

EXTE1T8I0K  USOTTJBES. 

The  extension  teaching  spoken  of  in  the  previous  paragraphs, 
is  not  strictly  social  center  work^  though  it  is  apt  to  result  from 
the  organization  of  the  social  center,  but  so  far  as  it  is  done  in 
the  evening  and  with  certain  social  features  that  grow  naturally 
out  of  the  work  in  domestic  economy,  it  comes  very  near  to  the 
regular  activities  of  the  social  center.  Such  extension  teaching 
will  do  much  for  the  younger  generation,  but  it  does  not  seem 
Ukely  that  the  adult  farmer  will  go  to  school,  even  if  the  school  is 
brou^t  to  his  door.    He  can  only  be  reached  through  extension 
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lectures  and  farmers'  institutes.  There  is  far  greater  need  of  ex- 
tension lectures  from  the  agricultural  college  than  from  the  uni- 
versity. For  social  and  educational  reasons  there  ought  to  be  an 
extension  lecture  in  every  farming  community  at  least  once  a  week 
through  six  or  eight  months  of  the  year.  I  used  to  be  a  local  su- 
perintendent of  lectures  in  New  York  City.  My  center  was  on 
the  East  side  where  the  people  were  largely  foreigners,  with  a 
very  imperfect  understanding  of  the  English  language.  There 
were  open  saloons,  theatres  and  recreation  centers  on  every  hand ; 
yet  these  lectures  were  nearly  always  well  attended.  There  dre 
over  a  hundred  centers  in  New  York  City  where  such  lectures 
are  being  given,  and  there  are  more  than  four  thousand  lecturers. 
Some  fifty  other  cities  have  now  taken  up  these  free  extension 
lectures.  The  country  needs  them  more  than  the  city.  It  has 
few  rival  attractions  and  it  needs  the  stimulus  and  information 
that  they  might  give.  It  seems  likely  that  the  attendance  would 
be  as  good  or  better  than  it  is  in  the  city.  In  my  experience  as 
a  lecturer,  the  smaller  the  town  the  larger  the  attendance  is  likely 
to  be.  The  state  can  afford  to  furnish  lectures  to  its  rural  popu- 
lation quite  as  well  as  the  city  can  afford  to  furnish  them  to  the 
immigrant,  who  constitutes  lie  majority  of  the  audiences.  So 
far  as  prosperity  is  concerned  the  state  is  more  interested  in  the 
industrial  education  of  adults  than  it  is  in  the  scholastic  education 
of  children.  I  believe  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  remake  the  pol- 
icies of  a  state  by  a  well  planned  course  of  extension  lectures,  and 
to  add  millions  to  its  annual  output 

The  great  difficulty  with  the  extension  work  that  has  thus  far 
been  done  by  the  state  universities  is  that  there  has  been  no  ap- 
parent plan  or  policy  behind  it  except  the  giving  of  information 
and  increasing  the  influence  of  the  university.  It  has  been  a  mere 
Bcattering  of  information.  Such  work  may  be  worth  while,  but 
it  can  never  be  highly  effective.  Behind  any  kind  of  extension 
lecture  work  should  be  some  plan  of  results  to  be  secured.  It 
should  be  built  on  the  real  needs  of  the  state  and  the  country  and 
.attempt  to  supply  the  information  and  inspiration  that  is  needed 
in  order  that  the  country  may  be  more  largely  prosperous  and 
happy.  It  is  somewhat  perilous  to  undertake  to  make  up  such  a 
program  of  lectures,  but  in  most  country  sections  the  following 
Atopics  should  be  dealt  with  among  others: 
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Bural  Co-operative  Afisociations  Here  and  Abroad. 

Business  Methods  of  the  Farm. 

Making  Farm  Life  Attractive. 

The  Selection  of  Seed. 

The  Testing  of  Milk  and  of  Cattle. 

Spraying  and  the  Baising  of  Fruit 

The  Baising  of  Com^  etc. 

The  Hygiene  of  the  Home. 

The  Care  of  Infants. 

Saving  Steps  and  Motions  in  the  House. 

The  Garden  for  the  Table. 

A  Musical  Program. 

Several  Popular  Lectures. 

Sudb  a  program  would  have  something  in  it  for  everybody^ 
and  it  would  be  a  definite  contribution  to  the  problems  of  country 
life.  To  carry  it  through  would  require  a  considerable  expendi- 
ture of  money,  but  not  a  prohibitive  amount  For  the  most  part 
it  would  be  merely  a  more  effective  organization  of  existing  agen- 
cies. This  would  demand  state  aid  from  the  first  and  some  state 
direction.  There  are  five  different  agencies  that  should  combine 
in  producing  the  program:  the  state  university,  the  state  agri- 
cultural college,  the  state  board  of  health,  the  normal  schools  and 
private  colleges,  and  the  various  national  and  state  organizations 
that  are  promoting  various  phases  of  the  public  welfare.  If 
only  a  few  centers  were  organized,  such  a  program  could  be  pro- 
duced practically  without  cost,  as  all  of  these  people  are  already 
on  salary  for  this  purpose.  The  writer  has  recently  got  up  sudi 
a  course  of  lectures  for  a  small  Michigan  town.  It  has  been 
organized  with  little  effort,  the  lectures  and  recitals  have  been 
well  attended,  and  there  has  been  practically  no  expense  except 
a  few  small  bills  for  traveling.  If  this  should  become  general,  it 
would  mean  that  the  university,  the  agricultural  college,  and  the 
state  board  of  health  would  have  to  enlarge  its  staff  of  extension 
lecturers,  and  that  the  men  in  the  normal  schools  and  colleges 
would  probably  receive  a  small  extra  salary  or  fee  from  the  state 
according  to  the  number  of  such  extension  engagements  that  they 
fiUed. 

Probably  the  best  organization  of  this  work  would  be  to  turn 
over  the  extension  lectures  of  all  of  these  departments  to  a  consoli- 
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dated  extension  department  for  the  state,  which  mi^t  be  under 
the  direction  of  a  special  state  official  chosen  for  the  purpose.  Or  a 
special  extension  department  mi^t  be  built  up  by  the  state  with 
lecturers-  of  its  own.  In  most  states  no  one  of  the  existing  agen- 
cies in  the  field  has  at  its  command  all  the  talent  that  is  needed  for 
lecture  courses  in  a  rural  community,  though  the  agricultural 
college  probably  comes  the  nearest  to  it 

As  such  a  department  does  not  exist  at  present,  the  most  feasible 
thing  to  do  is  for  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
to  make  up  lists  of  speakers  and  subjects  that  are  available  for 
educational  use  in  the  state  and  send  them  around  to  the  school 
authorities  with  a  model  program  for  the  season*  Such  a  list 
might  well  include  the  lecturers  who  may  be  had  free  from  the 
state  departments  and  also  available  lecturers  and  subjects,  whose 
fees  would  come  within  the  reach  of  local  communities.  The  pub- 
lic lecture  is  a  feature  of  social  center  work  nearly  everywhere 
it  has  been  started,  so  this  will  be  no  innovation. 

INSTITUTES   AND    OHAUTAUQXTAS. 

The  social  center  organization  might  well  arrange  for  the  hold- 
ing at  the  center  at  some  time  during  the  winter  a  farmers'  insti- 
tute or  perhaps  better  a  joint  meeting  of  the  teachers  and  farmers 
in  a  special  institute  which  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  Hesperia 
Movement  from  the  little  Michigan  town  of  Hesperia,  where 
these  meetings  were  first  held.  Perhaps  if  there  has  been  a  weekly 
lecture  throughout  the  year  a  summer  Chatuaqua  will  not  be 
needed,  but  if  there  has  been  no  weekly  lecture  such  a  Chautau- 
qua may  well  be  arranged  for. 

THE   CIVIC   DEBATE. 

The  old  time  debates  at  rural  school  houses  were  largely  of 
abstract  themes  or  at  least  of  distant  ones  such  as  the  tariff,  capi* 
tal  punishment  and  the  like.  The  problems  discussed  were  not 
the  problems  of  the  people  who  discussed  them.  Their  elucida- 
tion had  no  direct  effect  on  any  one.  The  conclusions  reached 
resulted  in  no  action.  These  debates  were  carried  on  by  a  com- 
munity not  as  well  educated  as  are  most  farming  communities  at 
the  present  time.    Still  they  were  successful  in  eliciting  much  in- 
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terest,  in  training  some  of  our  best  public  speakers^  and  in  making 
a  valuable  social  occasion  for  tie  neighborhood.  We  know  better 
how  to  organize  debates  at  the  present,  and  it  would  seem  that 
it  ought  to  be  possible  to  revive  the  old  time  debates  and  to  make 
them  real  instruments  for  the  public  welfare. 

It  should  be  taken  for  granted  in  the  beginning  that  the  prob* 
lems  which  should  be  discussed  are  the  current  problems  in  the 
life  of  the  people,  that  these  discussions  should  not  lead  so  much 
to  a  decision  as  to  who  won  the  debate  as  to  a  decision  as  to  what 
is  to  be  done.  Such  a  debate  is  sure  to  elicit  the  interest  of  the 
community  and  to  give  the  best  possible  training  in  public  speak- 
ing. It  would  be  impossible  to  make  up  a  list  of  subjects  that 
would  fit  every  community,  but  the  following  will  be  problems  in 
nearly  all : 

Eeetolved,  that  we  should  combine  and  order  our  farm  imple- 
ments together. 

Resolved,  that  the  schools  of  this  township  should  be  consoli- 
dated. 

Eesolved,  that  we  work  for  the  consolidation  of  all  the  rural 
churches  of  this  township. 

Resolved,  that  the  center  purchase  a  moving  picture  machine. 

Resolved,  that  we  should  vote  on  an  appropriation  for  graveling 
or  macadamizing  the  roads. 

Resolved,  that  the  boys  and  girls  and  the  hired  men  shall  be 
given  a  half  holiday  on  Saturday. 

Resolved,  that  this  township  shall  employ  a  visiting  nurse. 

Resolved  that  apple  growing  should  be  as  profitable  in  Michigan 
as  in  Washington. 

So  far  these  debates  involve  public  action,  committees  should 
be  appointed  to  secure  the  action  desired. 

It  is  believed  that  such  a  series  of  debates  would  be  an  educa- 
tion of  the  public  to  current  needs  and  that  they  would  start  many 
people  to  reading  on  rural  problems  who  had  not  heretofore  taken 
the  trouble  and  would  soon  produce  a  community  that  was  well 
informed  in  the  matters  that  were  essential  to  its  welfare. 

THE    LIBBABT    IlSCD    THE    SOCIAL    OENTEB. 

If  there  is  any  place  where  people  are  accustomed  to  go,  this  is 
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the  plaoe  for  the  library  because  it  is  mostly  inertia  that  keeps 
lis  from  reading.  To  go  to  a  library  building,  look  up  a  title  on  a 
card  index,  send  in  the  card  and  wait  for  the  book  to  appear  is 
too  much  trouble  for  most  people,  but  if  they  come  where  they  see 
the  books,  a  natural  curiosity  leads  them  to  look  at  some  of  tibem, 
and  looking  often  leads  to  liking.  At  the  time  I  was  a  resident 
at  the  University  Settlement  in  New  York,  our  little  library  at 
the  Settlement  had  a  larger  circulation  for  the  number  of  books 
that  we  had  than  any  other  library  in  the  city.  It  was  merely  be- 
cause the  young  people  came  there  anyway,  saw  the  books  and 
were  tempted  to  read.  The  libraries  in  the  field  houses  of  the 
Chicago  playgroimds  are  usually  crowded.  The  township  library 
should  be  at  the  consolidated  school  or  the  social  center  if  there  is 
one,  both  on  account  of  the  children  and  the  adults.  A  library  is 
nearly  as  necessary  to  an  elementary  school  as  it  is  to  a  college. 
It  is  impossible  to  study  geography  or  history  or  literature,  so  as 
to  get  much  out  of  them  witibout  a  good  deal  of  i-eading  outside 
the  text,  and  the  school  that  has  failed  to  establish  in  the  child  the 
love  for  and  the  habit  of  reading  has  done  only  a  small  part  of  its 
work.  The  school  only  starts  the  child  on  the  road  to  learning,  and 
he  must  continue  this  by  his  private  reading  after  his  school  days 
are  over.  If  during  his  school  days  he  has  not  formed  the  habit  of 
reading  books,  the  chances  are  that  his  later  reading  will  be 
largely  limited  to  the  daily  paper. 

The  library  i^  more  necessary  to  the  coimtry  than  it  is  to  the 
city.  The  city  man  can  see  most  of  the  things  of  the  world  and 
hear  most  of  the  distinguished  men  if  he  chooses  as  first  hand. 
The  countryman  does  not  have  this  opportunity.  The  city  man 
has  the  theater  and  the  club  and  the  streets  to  divert  his  atten- 
tion. The  countryman  has  few  diversions.  The  city  man  is 
about  equally  busy  all  the  year  around,  but  the  country  man  has 
a  slack  season  in  winter,  when  there  is  plenty  of  time  to  read. 
!hf ost  country  sections  in  the  ITorth  now  have  some  sort  of  a  li- 
brary, but  I  believe  they  are  but  very  little  used.  There  is  a  li- 
brary of  about  twelve  hundred  volumes  in  this  township.  The  books 
are  purchased  by  township  officials  from  money  collected  from 
fines.  It  is  kept  in  a  bakery  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town  and  about 
dnrty  or  forty  books  are  circulated  a  week.  These  books  consist 
mostly  of  a  diieap  grade  of  novels.     The  circulation  is  almost 
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entirely  of  books  of  this  class.  The  explanation  I  think  consists 
in  two  things.  In  the  first  place  the  books  are  not  conveniently 
placed,  andy  in  the  second  place  they  are  not  well  selected.  It 
would  appear  that  most  of  them  were  chosen  for  romantic  girls 
about  sixteen,  to  judge  from  the  titles.  X  have  never  seen  books 
on  the  new  agriculture  or  rural  life.  Surely  such  books  as  But- 
terfield's  ^^ural  Progress'  and  Bailey's  ^^Country  Life  Movement'' 
and  Carver's  'Trinciples  of  Bural  Economics"  and  Haggard's 
'^ural  Denmark"  and  Flunkef  s  ^^ural  Life  Movement  in  the 
United  States"  ought  to  be  in  every  rural  library,  and  of  course 
the  Beport  of  the  Bural  Life  Commission.  Then  there  ought  to 
be  a  good  practical  agricultural  library,  dealing  with  the  prob- 
lems of  the  particular  section.  There  ought  to  be  a  similar  li- 
brary for  the  women  on  the  care  of  the  home  and  the  rearing  of 
children.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  there  would  be  no  great  demand 
for  these  books  at  first,  but  the  work  of  the  school  with  its  agri- 
culture and  domestic  science  should  stimulate  the  interest  amongst 
the  young  people,  and  they  would  interest  their  seniors. 

I  would  not  have  anytiiing  that  I  have  said  taken  as  a  dis- 
paragement of  good  novels.  Novel  reading  is  one  of  the  most 
universal  forms  of  recreation.  It  transports  one  instantly  from 
the  dull  and  the  monotonous  to  the  strange,  the  romantic,  the 
dangerous.  While  in  our  own  little  sphere  of  action  it  enables 
us  to  live  the  lives  of  the  great  and  the  distinguished,  to  ride  in 
our  carriage,  or  yacht,  or  automobile,  to  converse  with  kings  and 
princes  and  to  understand  the  hopes  and  fears,  loves  and  hates  of 
those  in  every  sphere  of  life.  It  is  a  way  of  gaining  experience 
vicariously,  of  enlarging  the  sympathy,  of  coming  to  understand 
others  by  living  their  lives.  It  is  one  of  the  chief  means  of  social 
education.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  farmer  needs  this  en- 
largement of  his  social  experience  more  than  others.  He  needs 
the  novel  both  for  this  and  as  a  relief  from  long  hours  of  mo- 
notonous labor,  and  to  throw  off  old  points  of  view  and  worries 
and  get  new  points  of  view  and  new  sympathies.  In  connection 
with  the  rural  schools  in  many  sections,  they  are  beginning  to 
make  pretty  adequate  provision  for  the  exchange  of  books  ^m 
school  to  sdiool,  so  that  fifteen  hundred  volumes  are  made  to  fur- 
nish fairly  satisfactory  reading  facilities  to  a  township. 

It  is  probably  best  to  have  the  books  furnished  in  some  way  by 
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fhe  state,  as  this  will  axsure  a  better  selection,  a  cheaper  price, 
and  a  more  efficient  way  of  dealing  with  books  that  are  in  need 
of  repair.  If  the  township  library  can  be  at  the  ocmsolidated 
school  or  the  social  center,  the  children  can  use  it  constantly  in 
connection  with  their  school  work  and  they  can  draw  out  books 
for  their  parents  also  at  any  time  they  may  desire.  When  the 
parents  come  to  the  social  center  they  will  see  the  books  and  be 
led  to  take  some  of  them  themselves.  I  believe  that  such  a  loca- 
tion for  the  library  would  secure  the  selection  of  better  books  in 
the  first  place,  and  that  it  would  at  least  quadruple  its  use  in 
miost  localities. 

The  educational  activities  thus  far  described  should  take  at 
least  one  night  a  week  for  everybody  and  much  more  than  this 
for  those  who  take  any  of  the  evening  courses  in  agriculture  or" 
domestic  science.  These  educational  parts  of  the  program  will 
also  be  the  expensive  features.  They  should  be  supported  from 
school  funds.  The  advantages  that  would  come  to  the  country- 
are  a  sufficient  reason  for  them. 


^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Unification  of  English  History 

Maby  Tbeubley,  Dbpabtmbnt  of  Histoey  and  liJLTm, 

ViNOENNBS    TJiriVEKSITY,    INDIANA. 

'HE  chief  danger  in  the  study  or  teaching  of 
history  is  that  we  become  so  wrapped  up  in  details 
that  we  lose  the  larger  outlook.  It  is  as  if  we, 
taking  a  dissected  puzzle,  carefully  examined  each 
,  MHnoMMK  >  P^^  ^^^  never  once  thou^t  of  putting  those  parts 
I  together  in  order  to  get  the  effect  of  the  whole. 

I    ^  But  the  part  has  no  significance  except  as  it  flti 

*■"*■■*■■■'■'  into  the  whole.  And  so  in  the  history  of  a  nation, 
there  are  certain  fundamental  ideas  which  serve  to  unify  that  his- 
tory and  around  which  the  facts  group  themselves  in  accordance 
witib  their  importance.  Every  fact  does  not  demand  the  same 
amount  of  attention,  but*  unless  you  have  worked  out  for  yourself 
the  fundamental  ideas  you  cannot  judge  which  facts  are  of  im- 
portance and  which  deserve  only  a  glance.  And  this  grasping 
of  history  as  a  whole  and  analyzing  it  into  its  parts,  makes  for  a 
simplification  of  history  and  arouses  an  interest  in  it  which  other- 
wise would  be  lost  in  a  maze  of  unrelated  details.  And  so  to  show 
how  history  revolves  around  these  great  unifying  principles,  I 
have  analyzed  the  history  of  England  into  its  parts.  There  are, 
I  grant,  certain  facts  which,  having  no  relation  to  the  great 
principles,  are  yet  worthy  of  attention  for  themselves  alone,  but 
such  facts  are  surprisingly  few,  mere  incidents  in  English  his^ 
tory  however  large  they  may  have  looked  to  the  writers  of  the  day. 

The  first  period  of  English  history,  I  have  called  the  Formation 
of  the  English  Nation  and  the  dates  for  that  period  449-1214; 
449  the  coming  of  the  Jutes  into  Kent,  1214  the  Battle  of  Bov^ 
vines  by  which  Normandy  was  surrendered  to  France  under  Eing 
John.  The  dates  are  only  approximate,  for  in  history  there  is  no 
sharp  cleavage  at  the  beginning  or  at  the  end  of  a  period.  Each 
period  begins  far  back  in  the  preceding  period  and  extends  far 
into  its  successor. 

What  do  we  mean  by  a  nation?  According  to  our  modtm 
ideas,  it  is  a  group  of  people  containing  all  those  who  have  ft 
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oommon  language  and  common  customs,  who  live  under  the  same 
government  and  laws,  and  who  possess  the  feeling  that  we  call 
patriotism,  that  is,  a  realizing  sense  of  their  unity.  Until  the 
present  time  we  have  also  felt  that  a  nation  must  be  a  territorial 
unit  but  the  twentieth  century  is  discarding  that  idea.  A  nation 
may  not  possess  all  these  characteristics  and  yet  be  a  nation,  as 
witness  Canada,  in  which  two  languages  are  spoken.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  India  is  not  a  nation,  though  it  possesses  a  common 
government  and  is  a  territorial  whole,  for  it  lacks  the  spirit  of 
patriotism. 

What  then  constitutes  the  English  nation  ?  It  is  that  group  of 
people  who  speak  the  English  language  and  whose  customs  are 
English,  who  are  ruled  by  the  English  king,  nominally,  and  who 
realizing  that  they  are  English,  devote  themselves  to  their  coun* 
tiy^s  prosperity  and  growth.  The  factors  determining  the  Eng* 
lish  nation  of  today  have  been  many.  Wave  after  wave  of  in* 
vasion  has  swept  across  Europe  to  hurl  itself  upon  the  British 
Isles  and  out  of  this  succession  of  invaders  has  sprung  the  nation 
which  is  the  composite  of  part  of  them. 

I  have  placed  the  b^inning  of  the  English  nation  at  449,  a 
rather  late  date  according  to  most  chronicles,  but  a  justifiable  one» 
It  disregards  the  pre-Roman  invaders,  for  to  England  proper  they 
contributed  nothing.  They  bear  the  same  relation  to  Anglo- 
Saxon  civilization  that  the  North  American  Indians  bear  to  the 
United  States.  Driven  westward,  enslaved,  or  exterminated,  they 
changed  the  manners  and  customs  of  their  conquerors  not  a  whit» 

The  Roman  influence  is  hardly  more  marked,  for  the  Celts 
with  whoni  alone  they  had  to  deal,  vanished  before  the  onslaught 
of  the  Teutonic  tribes  and  with  the  Celts  disappeared  all  trace  of 
their  conquest  save  only  their  roads  which  made  easy  later  com- 
munication and  parts  of  their  walled  towns,  around  which  grew 
up  later  towns.  One  other  effect  of  their  conquest  was  the  de* 
terioration  of  the  character  of  the  native  Britons,  which  always 
results  from  the  contact  of  barbarianism  with  civilization,  and 
this  deterioration  made  easy  the  complete  conquest  of  England  by 
the  Angles,  Saxons,  and  Jutes. 

And  so  it  is  with  the  coming  of  these  Teutonic  tribes  that 
English  history  really  begins.  Their  contributions  have  been 
the  basal  characteristics  of  the  English  nation,  the  foundation  of 
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the  language,  many  of  the  customs,  and  a  great  share  of  the  com- 
mon law.  Their  progress  towards  union,  lying  through  the  hep- 
tarchy, and  the  later  development  of  the  three  great  states  of 
Northumbria,  Mercia  and  Wessex,  ended  finally  in  the  predomi- 
nance of  Wessex  under  Al£red  the  Great,  a  predominance  whicb 
cannot  in  the  least  be  translated  into  terms  of  a  modem  monarchy. 

The  invasion  of  the  Danes  added  nothing  to  the  customs  and 
language  fDr  they  too  were  Teutonic  and  very  closely  related  to  the 
Angles  and  Saxons.  But  they  did  make  possible  whatever  union 
the  Anglo-Saxon  tribes  attained,  for  the  union  grew  out  of  com- 
m<m  fear  of  and  opposition  to  the  Danes.  And  by  conquest  under 
Canute  a  united  i^gland  temporarily  appeared. 

But  next  in  importance  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  invasion,  standi 
the  Norman  conquest  We  find  the  conquest  making  large  con* 
tributions  to  the  language  of  the. conquered  races,  remodeling  it» 
laws,  and  introducing  customs  as  important  in  their  far-reaching 
effects  as  feudalism.  But  perhaps  more  significant  was  the  foun- 
dation of  a  real  central  government  Then  too,  nothing  engenders 
so  quickly  and  surely  the  feeling  of  patriotism  as  tyranny;  and 
the  sharp  distinction  of  the  French  nobility  only  made  the  masses 
realize  more  clearly  that  they  were  Engli^mien. 

But  the  English  nation  was  not  entirely  formed  so  long  as  it  was 
ruled  by  a  foreign  nobility  and  a  foreign  king.  As  long  as  the 
great  nobles  owned  estates  in  Normandy  and  in  England,  they 
paid  scant  heed  to  the  needs  of  the  rude  country  which  they  were 
ruling  by  force.  But  when  King  John  lost  his  Norman  posses- 
sions at  Bouvines,  his  nobles  were  compelled  to  make  their  choice 
between  France  and  England  and  the  fusion  of  those  who  remained 
in  England  was  only  a  question  of  time. 

There  is  one  other  factor- worth  the  noting  which  has  exerted 
its  influence  throughout  the  whole  of  English  History  and  that  is 
the  church.  Too  much  emphasis  cannot  be  laid  upon  its  influ- 
ence, for  religious  unity  preceded  political  unity,  and  the  general 
authority  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  was  acknowledged  at 
least  in  words  before  the  king's  commands  were  obeyed  through- 
out the  island.  It  was  also  the  connecting  link  between  England 
and  the  continent  and  by  this  contact  with  civilization  served  to 
mold  the  lives  of  its  worshippers. 

The  second  period  I  have  called  the  growth  of  Personal  Liberty 
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with  its  two  phases,  political  and  industrial  The  period  of  po^ 
Jitical  growth  oovering  the  years  from  1215  to  1688  has  as  its 
great  milestones  the  Magna  Charta,  the  Petition  of  Eighty  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  the  Bill  of  Eights,  It  is  almost  synony* 
mous  with  the  development  of  the  power  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mens.  Parliament  finds  its  beginnings  back  in  the  moots  or 
gemotes  of  the  Teutonic  tribes  and  their  deeply  imbedded  idea 
that  all  men  should  have  a  share  through  their  representatives  in 
the  government,  down  through  the  Witenagemote  which  served  to 
keep  alive  the  tradition,  to  the  parliament  of  Simon  de  Montfort, 
in  which  the  middle  class  obtained  recognition*  The  history  of 
Parliament  shows  great  vicissitudes  in  power,  from  a  position  of 
supremacy  under  the  Lancastrians  to  a  period  of  impotence  under 
the  Tudors  but  always  it  held  on  to  the  gains  that  it  wrested  from 
its  kings.  And  the  growth  in  the  power  of  Parliament  but  kept 
step  with  the  growth  of  the  House  of  Commons.  And  as  power 
<5ame  more  and  more  to  the  lower  house,  that  house  in  turn  became 
more  nearly  representative  of  the  common  people. 

There  are  certain  important  factors  in  the  development  of  per- 
«onal  liberty.  1.  The  great  strength  of  the  middle  class,  due  to 
its  formation  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  nobility.  2.  The  close  relation 
of  the  later  aristocracy  to  the  people,  so  that  you  never  find  in 
England  as  you  do  in  France  the  nobility  combining  with  the  King 
to  curb  the  common  people,  but  always  the  commoners  foimd  their 
best  leaders  among  the  well-bom.  3.  The  sturdy  independence  of 
the  cities  which  were  composed  largely  of  the  middle  class  and 
which  were  the  nurseries  of  English  freedom. 

Keeping  in  mind  the  general  principle,  the  Hundred  Years' 
iWar  drops  almost  to  an  episode,  as  regards  English  development, 
its  importance  being  due  to  the  facts  that  by  the  increasing  use 
of  the  yeomanry,  the  people  awoke  to  their  growing  power,  and 
that  England  profited  by  the  absence  of  its  kings,  buying  with 
warriors  and  armaments  the  liberty  which  she  so  highly  prized. 
The  War  of  the  Roses  is  worth  noting,  because  by  destroying  the 
old  nobility  it  made  possible  the  Tudor  Tyranny,  whidii  seems 
incompatible  with  growth  of  liberty,  but  as  you  follow 
that  tyranny  to  its  logical  outcome,  you  find  it  under  the  Stuarts 
the  very  instrument  of  its  downfall.  The  Reformation  becomes 
Hke  great  occasion  for  the  training  of  the  people  to  think  for  Ihem* 
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selveB  and  lias  as  its  resultant  the  Ironsides  of  CromwelL  The  Civil 
War  stands  out  pre-eminently  as  the  war  for  personal  liber^. 
Its  results  may  be  disguised  by  the  military  despotism  of  Crom- 
well, and  the  attempt  at  the  same  by  the  later  Stuarts,  but  for  Eng- 
land the  battle  was  won  there  and  then,  and  only  the  finishing 
touches  were  added  by  the  Glorious  Eevolution.  Of  course,  there 
were  questions  left  unsettled  and  there  still  are,  but  the  general 
principle  was  established  that  all  men  have  the  right  to  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  only  general  details 
as  to  the  best  ways  of  guaranteeing  such  rights  to  all  men  needed 
to  be  worked  out. 

The  industrial  phase  is  subordinate  for,  granted  political  lib- 
erty, industrial  freedom  must  follow.  In  its  independence  it 
dates  back  at  least  to  the  Black  Death  of  1348  and  continues, 
marked  often  by  disorder,  to  the  present  conflict  between  capital 
imd  labor. 

The  third  great  period  is  the  growth  of  Greater  England,  going 
back  to  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  Armada  in  1588,  and  even 
yet  a  period  upon  which  we  seem  to  be  only  entering.  The  essential 
factor  in  Greater  England  is  the  control  of  the  sea  and  so  we  can 
understand  why  its  growth  has  been  attended  with  war.  There 
are  four  phases  to  this  rivalry,  the  first  against  Spain  from  1588 
to  1656,  because  she  was  or  seemed  to  be  mistress  of  the  seas;  the 
second  against  Holland  from  1652 — 1674,  because  Spain's  su- 
premacy had  slipped  into  Dutch  hands ;  the  third  against  France 
from  1689-1815,  a  death-struggle  for  the  possession  of  America 
and  India  and  settled  by  England's  control  of  the  sea;  a{id  the 
fourth  from  1853  against  Bussia,  an  enemy  whom  England  has 
feared  because  if  there  is  to  be  a  war  it  must  be  settled  upon  land. 
So  for  three  hundred  years  England  has  been  fighting  to  gain  and 
hold  her  world-wide  possessions. 

The  internal  growth  has  also  four  phases,  the  first,  her  dis- 
astrous experiment  with  the  American  colonies;  the  second  a 
period  of  laissez-faire  during  which  expecting  as  she  did  that  they 
would  revolt,  she  had  little  interest  in  their  government;  the 
third,  a  period  of  awakening  interest  resulting  in  good  govern- 
ment and  closer  relations  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother 
country;  and  the  fourth  which  is  only  being  dreamed  of  by  Eng- 
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lish  statesmen,  when  Greater  England  shall  become  a  federal  union, 
cemented  as  closely  as  the  states  of  our  own  United  States. 

I  have  only  touched  upon  points  here  and  there  but  I  believe- 
that  with  some  such  scheme  English  History  would  become  yivid^ 
a  growing  organism,  not  dead. 


To  An  Artist 

Smooth  out  the  furrows  of  discontent, 

Change  the  lines  by  sorrow  bent 

Beplace  that  style —  A  pleasant  smile 

Disables  none^  but  lifts  the  while. 
,        Enlarge  the  nostrils —  They  must  show 

A  fuller  life.    The  glow 

That  tints  the  cheeks  should  ever  bear 

These  signs — endurance — contact  with  the  open  air. 

It  is  but  fair — ^to  ndfte  the  eyelids — ^There — ^Half  closed? 

One  wishes  he  had  never  posed! 

So  much  is  told  by  eye  and  lid.    Disclosed 

Are  fragments  of  a  thousand  souls  in  that  orb^s  glar 

A  thousand  souls —  Now  artist,  spare 

My  ancient  thought,  and  paint 

Eyes  of  a  sinner —  like  a  saint. 

T5U,  who  have  painted  faces 

Of  men  and  women  of  all  races. 

Yield,  just  at  the  close  of  the  year's  mad  rush, 

Retouch  us  all  with  a  magic  brush  1 

Give  us  an  atmosphere —  Sublime! 

You  are  an  artist.  Father  Time  1 
\  — MiNNiB  E.  Hays. 
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N  English  Grammar,  as  in  most  other  branches  of 
study,  after  devices  in  teaching  have  been  thorou^ 
Ij  tested  and  foimd  inefficient  they  have  been  need- 
lessly tried  again  and  again ;  and  the  best  methods 
discovered  have  been  used  more  or  less  locally,  for- 
gotten, and  repeatedly  revived  before  they  finally 
became  permanent  contributions  to  educaticmal 
procedure.  Investigations  of  the  historical  devel- 
opment of  the  common  branches  on  their  pedagogical  side  will 
doubtless  tend  to  the  diminution  of  this  waste  of  time  and  energy, 
imd  may  contribute  to  the  illumination  of  the  path  of  further 
progress.  There  are  few  evidences  of  the  ways  in  which  teaching 
was  done  in  the  various  periods  of  American  history  except  such  as 
are  found  in  the  structures  of  the  text-books  used  and  in  the  state- 
ments made  in  their  prefaces  or  in  advertisements  in  contempo- 
rary periodicals.  It  is  safe  to  suppose  that  the  methods  of  the 
average  teacher  of  the  common  branches  in  former  times  were, 
as  they  are  now,  largely  the  methods  of  his  text-books.  Instead 
of  making  the  book  a  tool  in  his  hands,  the  teacher  has  usually 
itUowed  himself  to  become  the  tool.  The  purpose  of  this 
research  is,  therefore,  to  discover  how  English  grammar  was 
taught  at  various  stages  in  American  colonial  and  national 
Idstory  through  the  study  of  several  large  collections  of  gram- 
mars, some  of  which  were  sister  editions,  and  of  many  ad- 
vertisements, and  also  of  lists  of  books  purchased  for  sdiools. 
The  first  grammars  used  in  America  were  imported  from  Eng- 
land. Later,  reprints  of  English  editions  were  made  in  this 
-country.  Then  granmiars  were  written  in  America  confessedly 
in  coiiformity  with  one  or  another  of  the  standard  grammars 
•of  the  mother  country.  Finally  even  this  adherence  to  English 
audiorities  was  no  longer  customary.  Webster's  was  the  first  Eng- 
;)ish  grammar  written  by  an  American  (1783). 
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Since  that  time  there  are  a  few  clear  cases  of  books  that  have 
been  written  in  accordance  with  methods  of  grammar  instruction 
that  were  prevalent  at  the  time  of  their  publication.  But  diere 
were  many  more  that  argued  the  need  of  departing  from  the  cur- 
rent manner  of  teaching  this  subject.  Whenever  it  is  evident 
that  the  use  of  such  books  became  general  and  that  later  authors 
adopted  their  plans,  they  and  their  imitators  may  safely  be  trusted 
as  mirroring  the  methods  of  the  period  of  their  popularity. 

In  the  early  colonial  days  English  grammar  was  not  taught^ 
owing  to  the  fact  that  in  the  fatherland  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
Latin  grammar  was  supposed  to  be  a  sufficient  basis  for  the  use  of 
correct^  English.  Dr.  Lowthe,  bishop  of  London,  in  1800,  lamented 
^^During  the  past  two  hundred  years  the  English  language  haa 
been  polished  and  refined  and  its  boundaries  much  enlarged;  but 
there  ha&  been  no  advance  in  its  grammar."  He  said  that  at  that 
time  it  was  not  a  part  of  the  instruction  of  childhood,  and  the 
Kev.  John  Shaw,  in  1778,  opposed  ^*The  custom  prevalent  for  a 
long  series  of  yeajp,  of  neglecting  the  study  of  the  grammar  of  our 
native  tongue."  It  was  said  by  Swift  in  1750  that  not  only  Iho^ 
people  in  general  but  also  the  best  authors  of  his  day  offended 
against  every  grammatical  rule.  English  grammars  had  been 
written  early  in  the  sixteenth  century.  Hooker's  was  the  best 
known  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  various  forms  in  which  grammars  have  been  written  have 
evidently  been  determined  in  part  by  the  purposes  for  which  the- 
authors  wrote  them.  Asa  Humphries,  (1847)  wrote  "The  Eng- 
lish Prosody  with  Rules"  not  merely  to  teach  the  English  language 
as  it  is,  but  to  aid  in  making  it  what  it  should  be.  He  said  that 
Ibere  are  many  authors  whose  aim  is  the  same  as  his.  Goold 
Brown  (1825)  held  on  the  other  hand  that  it  is  not  the  business  o£' 
the  grammarian  to  give  law  to  language,  but  to  teach  it  according; 
to  the  best  usage. 

Before  the  educational  opportunities  were  as  general  as  they  are^ 
now,  many  were  compelled  to  get  what  education  they  could 
through  private  study.  When  our  public  schools  had  not  yet  freed, 
themselves  from  the  stigma  of  having  been  founded  for  the  poor, 
there  were  many  people,  especially  in  the  southern  states,  wha. 
preferred  to  have  their  children  taught  at  home.  In  the  rapidly 
developing  American  civilization  there  were  not  a  few  w£o  foun^ 
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the  educational  demands  of  their  adult  life  much  greater  than 
their  parents  had  needed  or  had  thought  to  be  necessary  for  thenu 
Consequently,  they  too,  indulged  in  private  study.  This  accounts 
for  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  books  were  intended  for  private 
study  as  well  as  for  school  use  and  a  great  many  were  only  fot 
private  learners.  Keys  for  Murray's  and  other  grammars  were 
composed  to  aid  the  self-taught  in  verifying  their  rendition  of  in- 
correct sentences.  The  earliest  grammars  were  written  for  youths 
of  the  grammar  school  period;  but  later,  there  were  preparatory 
chapters  for  younger  beginners,  or  there  was  an  appendix  for  the 
older  pupils.  Finally  the  grammars  and  the  language  lessona 
were  graded  to  suit  diildren  of  different  stages. 

When  finally  English  grammar  was  taught,  its  mastery  waa 
thought  to  be  possible  only  after  a  foundation  for  it  had  been  made 
through  the  study  of  Latin,  and  besides  it  was  believed  to  be  im- 
portant only  to  the  well  educated. 

The  second  problem  in  the  effort  to  promote  the  study  of  Eng- 
lish grammer  was  that  of  convincing  educators  that  it  was  worth 
while  for  it  to  be  taught  to  those  who  had  no  knowledge  of  Latin. 
Bishop  Lowthe,  in  his  "Short  Litroduction  to  English  Grammar^'^ 
(1800)  argued  that  it  was  the  easier  plan  to  study  the  English 
language  as  a  preparation  for  Latin.  John  Story  (1793),  Noah 
Webster  (1783),  and  John  Shaw  and  others  agreed  with  Lowthe^ 
In  1782  Robert  Eoss,  A.  M.,  published  "The  American  Gram- 
mar", one  grammar  for  both  Latin  and  English.  It  placed  nounS|. 
pronouns,  and  adjectives  of  both  languages  in  six  cases  and  five 
declensions,  and  treated  other  parts  of  speech  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. The  Latin  overshadowed  the  English,  however,  to  such  a 
degree  that  one  might  examine  the  book  with  considerable  care 
without  discovering  that  it  was  not  merely  a  Latin  grammar.  Hia 
aim  seemed  to  have  been  to  teach  the  two  languages  simultane* 
ously.  The  only  evidence  of  wide  adoption  of  this  plan  is  that  the 
copy  that  fell  into  my  hands  was  of  the  seventh  edition. 

Latin  had  been  the  language  of  education  and  culture  so  long 
that  English  as  spoken  and  written  by  educated  people,  had  been 
considerably  modified  by  its  classic  model.  When  English  gram- 
mars were  first  studied  th^y  were  Latin  grammars  except  in  name. 
Some  authors  wrote  so-called  General  grammars  in  which  they 
endeavored  to  force  the  requirements  of  Latin  grammar  upon  all 
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modem  languages.  Besides,  the  Latin  grammars  of  our  day  are 
interesting  paragons  of  simplicity  compared  with  the  dull,  com- 
plex tomes  of  that  earlier  time.  Lillie's  Accidence  contained 
twenty-five  declensions  and  an  equally  cumbersome  exposition  of 
^very  other  part  of  speech.  English  grammars  which  slavishly 
imitated  such  Latin  grammars  may  therefore  have  been  easy  for 
the  heroes  who  had  first  mastered  the  Latin  grammar,  if  such 
lieroes  there  were.  But  how  children,  even  with  the  severe  dis- 
^pline  of  the  late  18th  century  and  the  early  19th  century 
•convinced  their  teachers  by  actual  demonstration  that  such  an 
English  grammar  could  be  learned  before  the  grammar  school 
period  is  the  most  amazing  event  in  American  Educational  his- 
tory. But  it  was  achieved.  It  is  not  strange  that  the  most  com- 
mon fly  leaf  rhyme  of  that  day  seems  to  have  been, 

"If  Noah's  flood  should  come  again. 
Then  to  this  book  I'd  fly, 
For  if  all  the  world  should  be  submerged    - 
This  grammar  would  be  dry.^^' 

The  difficulty  of  forcing  the  complex  rules  and  inflections  of  one 
language  upon  another  language  that  varies  its  meanings  not  by 
inflections  so  much  as  by  idiomatic  phrasing  and  word  arrange- 
ment wielded  a  desirable  influence  upon  the  writers  of  text-books. 
Shaw  found  and  opposed  tendencies  to  depart  from  the  terminology 
.^md  the  syntax  of  Latin.  But  owing  to  the  fact  that  English  gram- 
mar made  after  the  ancient  and  better  known  type  became  a  great 
aid  in  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek,  it  was  not  easy  to  convert  the 
advocates  of  the  education  of  that  day,  the  classic  education,  to 
the  new  English  grammar.  B.  S.  Skillem  A.  M.,  master  of  gram- 
mar in  Gloucester,  England,  said  in  his  second  edition  of  '^A  "New 
-System  of  English  Grammar"  (1808)  that  his  aim  was  to  teach 
English  in  such  a  way  as  to  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  other 
languages.  He  called  English  grammar  "The  hand-maiden  to 
walks  in  literature",  and  mentioned  Latin  literature  chiefly.  He 
argued  that  to  make  the  grammar  of  English  after  the  pattern  of 
her  Anglo-Saxon  parent  would  forever  preclude  her  making  such 
great  literary  achievements  as  would  be  possible  to  tongues  that 
resemble  the  languages  of  the  classics.  Joshua  Story's  ^^Intro- 
^uction  to  English  Ghrammar"  j^Second  edition  1793)  was  an 
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attempt  in  the  mother  country  to  depart  from  the  Latin  struc- 
ture. But  he  was  successful  only  in  changing  some  of  the  ter- 
minology without  really  modifying  the  plan.  The  first  grammar 
that  actually  met  the  needs  of  simplification  was  "The  Short  but 
Comprehensive  Granmiar",  by  Daniel  Staniford  (second  edition 
1800).  It  reduced  nouns  and  pronouns  to  the  three  cases,  nomi- 
native, objective  and  possessive,  and  other  changes  of  a  similar 
nature.  Following  this  successful  step  the  readjustment  was 
rapid.  Abner  Alden,  A.  M.,  said  in  his  "Grammar  Made  Easy'' 
(1811)  that  the  larger  part  of  the  grammars  published  in  Amer- 
ica had  greatly  simplified  the  case.  However,  as  late  as  1820,  E. 
Cobb  in  "The  Elements  of  the  English  Language"  deplored  die 
fact  that  "Time  is  still  being  wasted  in  studying  the  English  gram- 
mars based  -on  the  rules  of  the  deal  languages."  In  1828,  Joseph 
SutclifFe,  A.  M.,  declared  in  a  "Gentleman's  Guide  to  the  Eng- 
lish Language"  that  we  are  "Emancipated  from  the  leading 
strings  of  the  ancient  languages."  As  is  natural  to  an  older 
country,  England  was  not  so  ready  to  adopt  this  new  order  of 
things,  and  in  1852,  R,  G.  Latham,  M.  D.,  F.  R,  S.,  stated  that 
it  is  yet  the  current,  if  not  universal  opinion  that  the  first  knowl- 
edge of  grammar  is  gained  best  from  the  study  of  a  classic  or 
foreign  tongue.    Latham  argued  against  this  view. 

This  departure  from  the  general  form  of  Latin  grammar  was  in- 
itiated by  the  desire  to  simplify  English  grammar  so  that  it 
could  be  taught  more  successfully  to  younger  children,  rather  than 
by  any  aversion  to  a  knowledge  of  Latin  as  the  especial  work  of 
sdiolarship.  Therefore  the  teachers,  a  majority  of  whom  were 
more  or  less  versed  in  the  classic  languages,  continued  their  habit 
of  quoting  Latin  precedents  whenever  their  opinions  concerning 
good  English  were  questioned. '  But  the  battles,  first,  against 
Latin  grammar  only,  second,  in  opposition  to  Latin  as  a  means  of 
learning  English  granmiar,  third,  in  an  effort  to  make  English 
grammar  more  than  a  preparation  for  Latin,  and  fourth,  against 
the  using  of  the  English  language  into  the  Latin  grammatical 
molds,  had  produced  in  many  of  the  belligerents  a  hostility  that 
could  be  satisfied  only  by  the  severance  of  even  a  last  remnant  of 
authority  of  Latin  over  English.  That  period  happened  to  be  one 
of  popular  interest  in  philosophy  and  in  psychology  which  was 
then  a  part  of  philosophy.    Everybody  was  reading  Watts'  "On 
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the  Mind'*  and  Upham's  ^^ental  Philosophy."  In  almost  every 
other  branch  of  knowledge  teachers  and  writers  were  verifying 
the  principles  of  their  subjects  by  showing  their  harmony  with 
fundamental  philosophical  doctrines.  Authors  of  grammars^ 
therefore^  found  a  refuge  from  the  Latin  grammar  in  philosophy^ 
and  in  the  philosophical  touchstone,  a  magic  that  transformed  all 
their  preferences  into  facts.  It  was  held  that,  as  language  is 
the  expression  of  thought,  and  as  correct  thought  is  in  conformity 
with  tiie  universe,  therefore,  language  must  harmonic  with  the 
universe.  As  an  example  of  this  plan,  Wm.  Oardell  (1827)  tried 
to  give  the  child  a  general  understanding  of  the  mind  and  then  of 
the  accurate  expression  of  its  processes  through  correct  English. 
This  proved  to  be  but  another  case  of  approadiing  the  relatively 
easy  through  the  relatively  complex  and  diflScult  like  the  learning 
of  Latin  grammars  before  English.  Samuel  Kirkham  exhibits  the 
situation  as  seen  through  the  eyes  of  a  helpless  opponent  of  the 
philosophic  basis  in  the  elevenlli  edition  of  his  "English  Gram- 
mar in  Familiar  Lectures"  (1829),  when  he  said,  "Perhaps  some 
will  regard  my  philosophical  notes  as  useless  exhibitions  of  ped- 
antry. If  so,  the  author's  only  apology  is  that  some  investigations 
of  this  nature  seemed  to  be  called  for  by  a  portion  of  the  com- 
munity whose  minds  of  late,  appear  to  be  imder  the  influence  of 
a  kind  of  philosophical  mania."  The  author's  opinion  on  this 
point  was  that  "They  proffer  no  material  advantages  to  common 
learners ;  but  that  they  may  profitably  engage  the  attention  of  the 
ciirious  and  perhaps  impart  a  degree  of  interest  to  the  literary 
connoisseur."  Qoold  Brown,  in  a  less  compromising  manner  (1825) 
criticised  the  imdue  efforts  to  perpetuate  in  English  the  usages  of 
ancient  languages,  and  also  the  endeavor  to  modify  the  language 
to  fit  the  philosophy  of  the  times.  He  and  his  later  followers 
argue  that  language  is  self-sufficient,  that  its  nature  is  not  foimd 
in  something  else.  Those  who  are  classically  inclined  agreed 
with  him  that  if  the  structure  of  English  is  not  best  revealed 
through  Latin,  then  it  is  in  English  alone  that  it  can  be  found. 
These  so-called,  "exterior  and  interior"  points  of  view,  were  dis- 
cussed in  a  most  thorough-going  manner  by  Samuel  S.  Greene 
in  his  ^^lements  of  English  Grammar"  (1855).  He  finally  in- 
clined towards  the  belief  that,  as  language  springs, from  inner  im- 
pulses for  self  expression  to  other  persons  it  should  be  studied 
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from  that  point  of  view.  Nevertheless,  he  advised  that  teachers 
of  grammar  should  acquire  and  apply -as  much  instruction  about 
nature,  especially  about  human  nature,  as  possible.  But  as  far  as 
the  pupils  in  grammar  are  concerned,  he  held  strongly  to  the  opin- 
ion that  a  stroll  in  the  coimtry  or  other  immediate  contact  with  such 
objects  as  would  provoke  thought  and  free  the  child's  impulses 
would  furnish  a  much  better  basis  for  instruction  in  speech  as 
a  means  of  self  expression  than  could  be  formed  by  the  learning 
of  definitions  of  light  or  gravity  or  of  perception  or  courage. 

The  most  general  usage  by  the  leading  audiors  and  speakers  of 
the  day  has  gradually  become  the  recognized  standard  of  good 
English  with  most  Americans.  However,  it  has  an  antagonist 
yet  in  the  criterion  unintentionally  followed  more  or  less  by  all, 
and  intentionally  adopted  by  a  few,  viz.,  the  most  oonmaon  usage 
among  the  whole  people.  Both  of  these  bases  are  constantly  shift- 
ing, but  the  best  English  speakers  and  the  best  writers  especially 
are  supposed  to  be  undergoing  a  partially  directed  and  largely 
undirected  evolution  which  is  making  of  it  a  more  and  more 
economic  means  of  oral  and  written  communication.  The  gram- 
mar and  composition  teachers  of  the  present  day,  including  the 
writers  of  text-books,  could  be  more  justly  criticised  for  being 
too  conservative  than  too  progressive  in  the  adoption  of  modifi- 
cations in  forms  of  speech.  Wording  that  has  been  appearing 
over  the  names  of  the  best  writers  for  some  time  is  often  red 
inked  in  college  themes. 

About  the  nineteenth  century  the  grammarians  were  so  busy 
with  their  first  two  groups  of  problems,  whether  English  grammar 
should  be  a  subject  of  general  study  and  whether  English  gram- 
mar should  be  really  English  that  they  failed  to  make  it  an  invit- 
ing, interesting  study.  Its  departure  from  the  complexity  of 
the  Latin  grammar  had  made  its  mastery  possible  but  most 
grammars  were  written  in  the  technical  manner  of  books  intended 
only  for  experts.  Whether  this  was  due  to  a  failure  to  understand 
childhood  and  appreciate  its  needs  or  to  the  determination  that 
English  grammar  should  be  made  no  less  dignified  than  its  classic 
foe  is  not  easy  to  ascertain.  A  study  of  text  books  in  other  com- 
mon branches  preliminary  to  this  special  investigation  inclines 
me  to  the  belief  that  both  were  factors  in  making  grammars  hard 
to  study  and  hard  to  teach.     Lindly  Murray,  whose  books  were 
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the  most  used  and  the  most  often  quoted  during  the  first  third 
of  the  nineteenth  century  said  in  his  eleventh  edition  of  "The 
Abridgement  of  Murray's  English  Grammar"  (1822)  that  he 
did  not  write  down  to  children  because  they  must  be  led  upward. 
However,  he  graded  his  work  to  age  somewhat  by  adding  an  ap- 
pendix for  the  more  advanced  pupils.  An  anonymous  work  by  a 
"Teacher  in  Boston"  (1830)  rebelled  against  the  new  idea  of 
sacrificing  the  "Kigorous  metliods  of  science."  This  attitude  was 
criticised  by  many  writers.  Daniel  Adams,  A.  B.,  declared  in 
his  "Thorough  Scholar  or  The  Nature  of  Language  with  the 
Reasons,  Principles  and  Rules  of  English  Grammar",  that  "Auth- 
ors, not  teachers,  are  to  be  blamed,  because  they  write  books  that 
only  adepts  can  understand."  He  proposed  that,  as  a  test  of  his 
contention,  anyone  who  has  gone  no  further  in  his  study  of  Eng- 
lish than  grammar  be  asked  whether  a  given  soimd  that  is  pe- 
culiar to  a  foreign  language  is  a  vowel  or  a  consonant  Many 
text-books,  such  as  "Grammar  made  Easy"  and  "A  Little  Boy's 
Grammar",  advertise  this  effort  at  simplification. 

The  degree  to  which  study  was  merely  memorising  and  to  which 
recitation  was  nothing  but  repetition  until  well  into  the  nine- 
teenth century,  is  strikingly  evident  in  the  grammars.  There 
were  occasional  opponents  of  the  memory  method  in  the  eighteenth 
century ;  but  their  efforts  had  little  effect  upon  the  text-books  of 
their  own  generations.  The  age-long  methods  against  which  they 
complained  were  best  described  in  "The  Rudiments  of  English 
Grammar"  by  Rev.  Henry  St  John  BuUen,  B.  A.  (1797),  "Let 
the  children  get  by  heart  a  portion  of  it  every  day  for  the  first 
four  school  days;  on  the  fifth  day— repetition  day,  let  them  learn 
to  apply  the  whole  to  the  questions."  This  book  consisted  only  of 
definitions  and  inflections  with  a  few  questions  that  were  anything 
but  thought-provoking  or  interesting.  A  later  example  of  the 
common  type  of  book  was  that  of  Samuel  B.  Cimmons  who  in 
1832,  "Collected  all  the  essential  rules  in  a  concise  form  to  the 
parsing  of  English",  and  made  a  grammar  that  is  nothing  but 
dry  bones.  Its  "Rules  for  writing  with  perspicuity  and  accuracy** 
are  decidedly  lacking  in  both  of  these  enviable  qualities.  All 
these  rules  were  to  be  learned  by  heart  under  the  delusion  preva- 
lent in  that  day,  that  their  application  to  speech  and  writing  in 
daily  life  would  be  thus  insured. 
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Daniel  Adams  was  heard  vigorously  protesting  in  1803  against 
excessive  reliance  upon  the  memorizing  method.  He  said  that  it 
resulted  in  the  learning  of  words  in  lieu  of  ideas.  His  book  is 
replete  with  memory  work;  but  "The  wholly  new  and  original" 
phase  of  it  consists  of  questions  in  the  margin  opposite  the  parts 
to  be  memorized.  Abner  Alden  published  "Grammar  Made  Easy" 
in  1811,  in  which  he  insisted,  "It  is  a  very  erroneous  opinion  which 
some  grammarians  entertain  that  learners  should  commit  all  the 
parts  of  speech  to  memory  with  all  their  variations,  verbs,  actively 
and  passively,  aflBrmatively  and  negatively."  Wm.  S.  Bach's 
"Grammar,  of  the  English  Language"  (1839)  insists  that  gram- 
mar can  be  comprehended  by  children  and  that  it  should  be  tau^t 
to  them  as  a  science  to  be  underst()bd  rather  than  as  an  art  to  be 
memorized  and  applied. 

The  general  loss  of  faith  in  the  memorizing  of  definitions  and 
principles  as  a  means  of  improving  oral  and  written  languages 
was  succeeded  by  unlimited  enthusiasm  in  advocacy  of  one  or 
another  of  the  many  devices  that  were  sought  out  to  take  its 
place.  Most  authors  resorted  at  once  to  more  painstaking  explan- 
ation of  each  rule.  Murray  (1825)  claimed  that  although  he 
aimed  at  full  discussion,  he  endeavored  to  avoid  bewildering  de- 
tails— a  commendable  effort  in  contrast  with  that  of  several  con- 
temporaries, especially  that  of  Goold  Brown.  Although  authors 
had  illustrated  their  rules,  by  examples  as  early  as  Lowthe,  the 
need  of  doing  so  was  not  generally  appreciated  even  by  Murray 
until  the  device  of  tnorough  explanation  had  been  tried  and  found 
to  be  less  effective  than  was  anticipated. 

A  popular  type  of  exercise  which  is  equally  as  unpopular  today 
was  that  of  reconstructing  incorrect  sentences.  Among  the  most 
enthusiastic  of  its  many  advocates  were  Abner  Alden  who  asserted 
in  "Grammar  Made  Easy",  "Nothing  gives  so  much  insight  as 
the  correction  of  bad  English"  and  John  Goldberry,  A.  M.,  who, 
in  his  "Sequel  to  The  Common  School  Grammar,"  (1842)  said, 
"There  are  but  two  true  methods  of  teaching  English  grammar, 
one  by  rule  and  example,  the  other  by  teaching  what  is  right  by 
showing  what  is  wrong."  The  noted  grammarian  Green  valued 
this  exercise  highly.  The  amount  of  drill  exercises  of  this  kind 
is  evident  in  P.  J.  Collins'  "Key  to  Exercises  adapted  to  Murray's 
English  Grammar"  (1819)  in  which  there  are  151  pages  of  oor- 
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rected  exercises  with  the  modified  words  italicized.  But  the 
illustration  of  each  theory  was  not  a  matter  of  general  practice 
according  to  Goldsbury,  even  when  he  wrote  the  book  mentioned 
above,  for  he  said  that  the  efforts  to  adapt  the  grammars  to  chil- 
den's  needs  had  failed,  '^Because  most  authors  have  treated  the 
subject  too  much  in  the  abstract  without  practical  application  of 
their  own  rules."  Latham  (1852)  believed  that  the  theory  of 
language  can  be  learned  best  independently  of  practical  applica- 
tion because  theory  and  example  together  divide  the  attention. 
John  Matheson  in  "The  Theory  and  Practice  of  English  Gram- 
mar" (1819)  boasted  of  the  superiority  of  his  book  owing  to 
"The  elucidation  of  every  fact  and  principle  by  examples."  Prob- 
ably even  the  correction  of  bad  English  was  not  as  general  an 
exercise  as  parsing.  I  have  been  unable  to  discover  how  early  in 
the  history  of  grammar  parsing  began  but  it  was  practiced  much 
more  in  English  grammar  and  mentioned  much  oftener  after 
1823,  when  Kirkham  wrote  his  granmiar  with  a  systematic  order 
of  parsing.  Notwithstanding  the  popularity  of  these  few  devices, 
dissimilarity  of  treatment  was  the  chief  characteristic  of  the  gram- 
mars of  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Most  of  them 
were  of  the  old  deductive  type  but  a  few  like  Adams  (1803)  and 
Smith  (1845)  and  Cobb  (1820)  were  somewhat  inductive.  Schuy- 
ler (1830),  Wood  (1844),  and  Smith  Used  conversational 
methods.  An  anonymous  writer  (1830)  required  pupils  to  read 
a  selection  from  good  idiomatic  English  and  then  to  proceed  to 
questions.  Green  (1830)  used  oral  methods  of  starting  little 
children  in  grammar  and  combined  induction  and  deduction. 

Simplification,  the  slogan  of  those  who  induced  early  gram- 
marians to  give  up  the  Latin  form  of  organization,  again  became 
the  craze.  The  resultant  gaunt,  emaciated  appearance  of  the  books 
served  as  evidence  in  favor  of  the  opinion  of  R.  G.  White  that 
"There  is  really  no  such  thing  as  grammar  in  the  English  lan- 
guage." Ours  was  thereafter  often  spoken  of  as  "The  grammar- 
less  tongue."  This  brought  about  the  opinion  (about  1880)  in 
some  localities,  that  grammar  should  no  longer  encumber  the  al- 
ready overloaded  course  of  study. 

Authors  in  this  field  made  an  ingenuous  adjustment  to  this 
dilemma  in  that  they  introduced  sentence  building  to  take  the 
place  of  formal  grammar.     Then  the  name  grammar  fell  into 
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almost  irretrievable  disrepute  as  has  the  term  elocution  since  in- 
terpretative reading  usurped  its  throne.  For  this  reason  the 
books  that  guide  the  pupils  in  sentence  building  were  given  the 
title  Language  Lessons. 

Teachers  of  ancient  and  foreign  languages  in  the  high  schools 
and  colleges  complained^  subsequent  to  this  change,  of  an  added 
burden  placed  upon  them  by  the  lack  of  knowledge  about  language 
structure  on  the  part  of  their  students.  Teachers  of  English  com- 
position,  who  admitted  that  children  spoke  an<^  wrote  somewhat 
more  grammatically,  found  it  necessary  in  order  to  correct  the  re- 
maining errors,  and  in  order  to  supply  the  necessary  assurance 
when  statements  were  grammatical,  to  spend  more  time  than 
formerly  in  teaching  the  principles  of  grammar.  As  a  result  of 
the  protests  from  the^  two  sources,  the  method  of  teaching  the 
native  tongue  in  the  grades  has  found  it  necessary  to  retrace  some 
of  its  steps.  Eules  and  principles  of  grammar  are  now  introduced, 
when  necessary,  in  the  early  sentence  building,  and  whenever  pos- 
sible, into  the  later  work  of  this  kind ;  and  finally  sentence  build- 
ing is  subordinated  to  the  study  of  formal  grammar. 

This  research  has  revealed  several  trails  over  which  American 
methods  of  teaching  grammar  have  journeyed.  One  of  these 
has  ended  in  the  teaching  of  English  grammar  to  every  child, 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  remedying  the  faults  in  his  daily  speech. 
Another  has  been  followed  far  enough  to  find  the  structure  of  Eng- 
lish best  revealed  in  itself,  and  therefore  the  best  approach  to 
English  grammar,  not  throu^  Latin  or  philosophy,  but  throu^ 
practice  in  constructing  correct  English  sentences.  It  has  not 
been  indisputably  settled,  however,  what  basis  within  the  language 
isv  the  most  dependable  criterion  of  correct  English.  A  third 
thread  hks  led  towards  the  adaptation  of  grammar  instruction  to 
the  capacities,  needs  and  interests  of  childhood.  This  road  is 
long,  and  its  end  seems  farther  removed  from  our  present  stage 
than  its  beginning.  If  my  efforts  have  succeeded  in  mapping  out 
the  past  of  grammar  with  any  more  definiteness  than  it  possessed 
before,  some  of  the  unnecessary  re-exploration  of  barren  territory 
may  have  been  rendered  unnecessary,  and  the  most  promising  di- 
rections for  future  exploits,  journeys,  and  investigations  may 
have  been  pointed  out 
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Schools? 

Emma  B.  Mattkrson,  Instructor  Household  Eookomios, 
Simmons  College,  Boston,  Mass. 

"fHALL  we  teach  Household  Arts  in  our  Schools? 
This  is  the  question  asked  by  normal  school  presi- 
dents, superintendents  of  schools  and  teachers. 
Mrs.  Richards  in  "The  Cost  of  Living"  says  "M^an 
as  an  uplifting,  compelling  force  in  the  world  does 
not  live  by  bread  alone  but  in  all  ages  has  won  his 
place  by  the  ideals  he  has  placed  far  ahead  and 
above  bim  and  for  which  he  has  valiantly  striven." 
"If  we  accept  the  conclusion  of  thoughtful  students  of  human 
evolution  and  assume  that  what  is  represented  by  the  term  "Home" 
is  the  germ  of  Anglo-Saxon  civilization,  that  no  community  rises 
above  Ihe  average  of  its  individual  homes  in  intelligence,  courage, 
industry,  thrift,  patriotism  or  any  other  individual  or  civic  vir- 
tue, Ihat  nothing  which  church,  state,  or  school  can  do  will  quite 
make  up,  for  the  lack  in  the  home,  then  we  must  acknowledge 
that  nothing  can  be  of  greater  importance  than  a  discussion  of 
the  standards  involved  in  home  life." 

Suppose  we  are  asked  "What  is  the  office  of  the  home?"  A 
hundred  or  even  fifty  years  ago  such  a  question  would  never  have 
been  thought  of,  much  less  asked,  for  our  grandmothers  were 
taught  and  learned  well  the  lesson  of  home-making^  a  lesson 
learned  by  constant  contact  with  the  mother  or  the  home  workers 
of  the  family.  But  in  these  days  of  long  hours  in  school,  lessons 
to  be  learned,  piano  lessons,  and  the  many  other  activities  which 
take  up  the  girl's  time  entirely  outside  the  home,  is  it  strange 
that  the  home  teaching  of  the  girl  has  been  superseded  and  she 
comes  to  adult  life  and  marriage  imprepared  to  assume  the  duties 
of  manager  of  her  own  household,  the  main  spender  of  the 
family  income  and  the  vnse  mother  of  her  children. 

We  may  not  be  able  to  change  the  complexity  of  modem  life — 
it  is  a  sign  of  our  civilization  that  it  has  come  to  be  so  complex 
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— ^but  living  in  the  present  as  we  do,  the  school  must  take  its 
place  as  a  corrective  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  home.  Conserva- 
tism has  always  opposed  the  economic  tendencies  of  the  school, 
but  not  so  long  ago  biology,  physics  and  chemistry  were  imder 
the  same  discussion  as  the  studies  of  economics  and  sociology  are 
today.  The  psychology  teacher  also  should  remember  that  dis- 
sention  waxed  loud  and  long  over  his  subject,  and  even  Latin 
and  Greek  did  not  escape  disapproval  when  their  introduction 
into  schools  was  advocated. 

In  1817  in  our  own  country  when  reading  was  to  be  taught  in 
the  schools  cries  went  up  that  the  school  was  usurping  the 
prerogative  of  the  home,  but  since  children  were  not  taught  at 
home  to  read — ^prerogative  or  not — ^the  school  said,  "I  will  have 
to  teach  reading." 

Today  the  same  battle  is  going  on  over  the  very  evident  home 
occupations,  cooking  and  sewing.  ITo  doubt  they  diould  be  tau^t 
in  the  home,  but  more  than  one  mother,  feeling  that  her  dau^* 
ter  should  know  these  things,  thanks  the  school  for  teaching  her, 
weakly  saying,  "I  never  sew  myself  and  if  my  dau^ter  goea 
into  the  kitchen  the  cook  doesn't  like  it  and  would  leave.''  Poor 
woman  at  the  mercy  of  her  cook  and  dressmaker. 

So  as  in  1817  when  the  school  said,  '^I  will  have  to  teach 
reading",  so  today  the  school  is  saying,  ^'I  must  teach  these 
hoBsehold  arts,  sewing,  cooking,  laundry,  home  nursing,  sanita- 
tion, hygiene,  subjects  once  part  of  every  girl's  training  received 
daily  £rom  her  mother  and  the  girl  most  carefully  supervised,^ 
corrected  and  made  ready  to  be  mistress  of  her  own  domain. 
But  to  many  people,  educators  as  well  as  laymen,  the  idea  that 
the  household  arts  have  any  mental  side  is  a  new  one. 

Beatrice  Hereford  voices  the  popular  opinion  in  one  of  her 
monologues  of  Addie  and  her  mother,  ^^o  Addie  isn't  in  school 
this  winter,  the  Doctor  says  she  mustn't  do  any  mental  work,  so 
she's  thinking  of  taking  up  art  or  domestic  science."  But  the 
initiated  knows  that  the  study  of  home  economics,  household 
arts,  or  domestic  science  as  the  work  is  variously  called,  includes 
physics,  chemistry  and  physiology,  bacteriology  and  sanitation, 
home  decoration  and  administration,  selection  and  cooking  of 
foods,  marketing  and  serving,  home  nursing  and  nutrition,  de- 
signing, drafting  and  garment  making,  the  study  of  textiles  and 
fibres,  all  these  together  with  a  most  vital  study,  sociology. 
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The  social  worker  knows  that  the  student  of  nutrition  can  help 
much^  for  mal-nutrition  is  at  the  bottom  of  many  diseases  of 
poverty,  and  insufficient  income  is  not  infrequently  at  the  bot- 
tom of  mal-nutrition.  The  wives  of  many  hard-working  men, 
mothers  of  children  are  frequently  entirely  ignorant  of  wise  se- 
lection of  food,  proper  preparation,  of  how  much  it  ou^t  to  cost 
in  relation  to  nutritive  value,  in  short  hoW  to  make  the  family 
income  after  paying  the  rent,  feed  the  family  and  leave  enough 
for  clothing  and  recreation. 

To  organize  classes  of  mothers  presents  many  difficulties,  but 
an  easier  way  of  getting  at  the  situation  is  to  teach  the  girls  of 
the  grades  and  high  schools,  interest  them  in  the  art  of  home 
making,  give  them  a  knowledge  of  food  values  and  sanitation, 
arouse  in  them  an  appreciation  of  the  house  beautiful  and  give 
the  girl  an  interest  in  common  with  her  mother  in  the  hope  that 
she  will  lift  some  of  the  mother's  burdens  in  a  wise  and  skillful 
way.  Many  a  mother  has  learned  unconsciously  from  watching 
her  daughter  repeat  at  home  the  cooking  or  sewing  lesson  learned 
at  school.  However,  in  some  schools  goes  up  the  cry  that  the  manual 
arts  are  being  forced  upon  us,  that  the  cultural  aspect  of  the 
school  is  being  crowded  out  and  we  are  becoming  too  technical. 

What  is  culture  but  the  result  of  training  and  knowledge  ap- 
plied to  environment  We  are  accustomed  to  estimate  culture 
as  meaning  the  mastery  of  the  mother  tongue  or  the  mastery  of 
one  or  more  foreign  tongues.  True  culture  means  not  only  the 
mastery  of  language,  but  Dr.  Butler  is  ri^t  in  saying  in  ^The 
Meaning  of  Education",  "When  a  child  has  entered  into  this  in- 
heritance, first  physical,  then  scientific,  literary,  sesthetic,  in- 
stitutional and  religious,  then  we  use  the  word  to  signify  the 
state  that  has  been  attained."  It  is  not  that  there  has  been  too 
much  of  the  language  work,  the  English  work,  the  art  and  music 
in  the  schools,  but  that  there  has  been  too  little  of  the  physical 
and  scientific.  Adjustments  are  being  made  between  all  these 
subjects  in  schools  wise  enough  to  see  the  necessity  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  their  example  will  be  followed  by  those  timid  or  so 
strictly  conservative  schools  where  manual  training  or  house- 
hold arts  have  been  considered  fit  only  to  be  put  in  the  cellar,  if 
added  at  all  to  the  curriculum. 

A  psychology  teacher  said  in  astonishment  after  a  talk  with  a 
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domestic  teacher,  ^^Whj,  there  seems  to  be  some  mental  aspect  to 
your  subject"  This  is  the  unfortunate  mental  aspect  of  many  a 
teacher  of  subjects  other  than  those  allied  with  manual  training 
or  domestic  science.  Since  this  is  so,  it  is  the  business  of  manual 
training  and  household  arts  to  demonstrate  to  teachers  or  laymen 
in  such  a  state  of  mental  darkness  that  there  is  decidedly  a  men- 
tal aspect  to  the  work  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  the  business  of 
the  "non-informed  persons  to  inform  themselves  concerning  the 
possibilities,  advantages,  disadvantages — ^where  they  occur — 
of  the  work. 

The  test  of  any  product  is.  Does  it  meet  the  requirements? 
The  test  of  any  device  is.  Does  it  work  ?  Dr.  Butler  says,  "The 
first  question  to  be  asked  of  any  course  of  study  is,  Does  it  lead 
to  a  knowledge  of  our  contemporary  civilization?'^  If  not  it 
is  neither  efficient  nor  liberal.  I  would  like  to  see  every  grade 
teacher,  the  manual  training  and  household  arts  teacher 
of  her  own  grade,  taking  the  children  into  the  shop,  kitchen, 
sewing-room,  living-room  or  laundry,  and  working .  out  the 
problem  in  arithmetic,  using  the  materials  studied  about  in 
geography,  contrasting  the  house  and  homes  of  today  with  the 
house  of  the  Puritans  studied  about  in  history.  We  could  go 
on  making  connections  and  applications  indefinitely  and  what  a 
vital  subject  each  one  becomes  to  the  child.  The  fact 
that  home  life  at  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century 
has  lost  nearly  all  the  industries  it  once  possessed,  to- 
gether with  the  fact  that  the  family  resides  now  here,  now 
there,  not  owning  property,  partly  accounts  for  the  fact  that 
the  home  is  no  longer  the  progressive  element  in  society.  Too 
often  the  home  is  only  a  shelter  to  be  sought  when  pleasures 
have  failed.  We  hear  young  people  saying,  "Well — ^nothing  else 
to  do ;  guess  I'll  have  to  go  home."  It  lies  with  the  teacher  of  house- 
hold arts  to  change  this  attitude  and  by  taking  the  girl  in  charge, 
give  her  ideals  and  aims  which  will  make  the  home  not  the  last 
place  but  the  place  of  amusement,  the  place  where  the  ideals  of 
womanhood  will  stand  forth  for  the  good  of  the  community  and 
the  welfare  of  the  race. 
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Question 


A  Reply  to  Some  of  the  Criticism  of  the  Teaching  of 
Modem  Languages. 


Chakles  E.  Young,  Beloit  College,  Beloit,  Wisooxsm, 

"tHE  teaching  of  modem  foreign  languages  and  the- 

T  results  of  the  same  were  never  the  target  for  more 

shafts  of  adverse  criticism  than  at  present  Many 
are  ready  to  condemn  as  a  failure  any  system  that 
does  not  quickly  enable  pupils  not  only  to  read  but 
also  to  understand  and  speak  the  language  studied^ 
To  meet  this  sort  oi  criticism  we  find  many 
teachers  using  the  so-called  direct  method.  In^ 
other  words,  they  stress  the  oral  side  of  their  teaching.  In  this 
paper  I  shall  attempt  to  show:  firstly,  that  much  of  the  above- 
mentioned  criticism  is  unjust;  secondly,  that  the  direct  method 
does  not  suit  all  conditions  or  bring  about  all  the  desired  results;, 
lastly,  that  A];nericans  can  usually  profit  more  from  a  reading^ 
than  from  a  speaking  knowledge  of  a  foreign  tongue. 

Those  who  brand  as  a  failure  a  teacher  or  his  system  if  his  pu- 
pils are  not  able  to  converse  in  French  or  German,  overlook  the  fact 
that  other  things  of  value  may  be  gained  from  such  a  course.  Not. 
to  be  able  to  read  French  and  Grerman  hampers  the  student  in 
almost  any  line  of  advanced  work.  Hence  most  graduate  and^ 
professional  schools  require  such  ability  of  their  students.  A 
reading  knowledge  remains  long  after  ability  to  speak  has  de- 
parted through  lack  of  opportunity  to  speak.  For,  as  I  shall  show 
later,  we  have  few  chances  here  to  speak  a  foreign  language. 
Furthermore,  in  a  brief  course  a  student  undoubtedly  gets  ft 
better  glimpse  of  foreign  culture  through  reading  than  if  the 
same  time  be  devoted  to  practice  in  speaking. 

The  direct  method  is  of  foreign  origin,  advocated  and  used  in 
this  coimtry  largely  by  foreign  teachers.     These  enthusiasts  dis* 
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regard  the  great  differences  between  this  country  and  Europe 
as  to  both  schools  and  pupils.  In  the  first  place,  French  or  Greiv 
man  children  begin  the  study  of  foreign  languages  earlier  there 
than  here.  "Ah,"  say  the  foreigners,  "That  is  your  mistake.  Let 
ihem  begin  earlier  here,  too."  But  I  am  discussing  another  ques- 
tion now,  accepting  conditions  as  they  are,  not  as  they,  perhaps, 
<»ught  to  be.  This  reform  method,  then,  obtains  the  best  results 
with  young  pupils.  For  it  is,  we  are  told,  a  modification  or 
rationalizing  of  the  not  long  since  loudly  advertised  natural 
method.  This  method  did  not  produce  the  expected  results  be- 
cause it  did  not  allow  for  the  fact  that  the  minds  of  older  stu- 
dents differ  from  those  of  children;  that,  at  eighteen,  we  do  not 
pick  up  a  language  as  we  did  at  three. 

Tears  ago, — in  1891,  to  be  exact — Professor  Grandgent  of 
Harvard  pointed  out  the  ridiculously  small  amount  of  time  each 
pupil  has  in  school  to  hear  and  speak  a  foreign  tongue,  as  com- 
pared to  the  time  spent  in  mastering  his  native  tongue.  This  is 
.as  true  today  as  it  was  twenty-two  years  ago.  He  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fallacy  contained  in  the  idea  that  pupils  could  be 
taught  to  speak  French  or  German  in  this  short  time,  a  fact  of 
which  the  critics  of  the  results  of  our  modem  language  teaching 
are  respectfully  reminded.  Further,  the  children  in  foreign 
schools  are  likely  to  be  under  stricter  discipline  and  so  give  bet- 
ter attention  to  the  imitation  of  the  teacher.  Again,  to  get  the 
best  results  from  the  direct  method,  the  teacher  ought  to  be,  if 
not  bilingual,  at  least  more  familiar  with  the  spoken  tongue 
than  is  the  case  with  many  of  our  teachers.  In  this  respect, 
French,  in  this  country,  is  at  a  serious  disadvantage,  for  bi- 
lingual Gterman-Americans  teach  much  of  the  German  in  our 
,  schools,  while  there  are  very  few  French- American  teachers.  We 
know,  too,  that  the  European  teacher  is  frequently  better  pre- 
pared in  every  way  than  the  American.  Holders  of  the  doctor's 
degree  often  teach  children  eight  or  ten  years  of  age. 

The  third  and  last  point  in  this  article,  i.  e.,  the  greater  need 
we,  in  this  country,  have  of  a  reading  than  of  a  speaking  knowl- 
edge of  foreign  tongues,  is  the  one  to  which  I  invite  especial  at- 
tention. At  the  same  time  I  wish  to  point  out  a  mistake  we  often 
make.  Americans  are  notoriously  bad  linguists.  However,  un- 
like the  mono-lingual  English,  who  scorn  to  learn   any  other 
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language^  the  American  is  ashamed  of  his  linguistic  weakness. 
He  worries  over  his  poor  ^'accent''  though  we  all  know  that  an 
accent,  like  a  poet,  must  be  bom ;  rarely  can  it  be  acquired.  One 
of  my  own  teachers  and  friends,  a  man  who  has  spent  years  in 
France,  told  me  recently  of  his  experience  in  a  second-hand  book- 
store in  Paris.  In  what  he  l)elieved  to  be  excellent  French  he 
offered  a  low  price  for  a  desired  book.  He  was  roundly  taken 
to  task  by  the  bookseller  for  a  scheming  American  who  wanted 
to  get  something  for  nothing.  Yet  dozens  of  Americans  with  a 
command  of  French  entirely  sufficient  for  their  needs  stammer 
and  blush  at  their  poor  accent  when  they  ask  an  agent  de  police 
the  way  to  the  tomb  of  Napoleon.  On  the  other  hand,  the  dis- 
tinguished foreigners  who  address  audiences  in  this  country  do 
not  seem  embarrassed  over  their  accent,  nor  do  we  reproach 
them  for  it 

How  many  Americans  ever  really  need  to  be  able  to  speak  any 
other  language  than  English  ?  What  per  cent  of  those  who  study 
French  and  German  ever  have  to  speak  either?  I  know  of  no 
figures  that  have  b^n  compiled  to  answer  this  question,  but  the 
percentage  must  be  very  small.  In  some  sections  of  our  country 
it  is  useful  to  be  able  to  speak  German,  but  rarely  necessary.  In 
regard  to  French,  this  is  much  less  true.  In  spite  of  the  impres- 
sive figures  in  regard  to  transatlantic  travel,  we  know  that  here, 
toO;  the  number  as  compared  to  those  who  stay  at  home  is  very 
small.  And  even  for  those  who  travel  a  rather  slight  knowledge  of 
French  or  German  is  all  that  is  really  necessary. 

On  the  other  hand,  how  much  that  we  want  and  ought  to  know 
and  enjoy  as  a  part  of  our  culture  is  locked  up  in  foreign  lan- 
guages !  To  be  sure,  much  of  this  is  accessible  in  translations.  But 
who  would  not  prefer  to  read  Goethe  in  German  rather  than  in 
English! 

At  the  risk  of  being  classed  as  unprogressive,  of  being  a  mere 
voice  crying  in  the  wilderness,  I  wish  to  register  a  plea  for  lay- 
ing the  stress  in  our  modem  language  teaching  on  acquiring 
ability  to  read.  In  the  first  year  let  all  the  students  have  the  same 
general  grounding  in  the  elements,  with  as  much  attention  to  oral 
practice  as  can  be  given  without  sacrificing  other  essentials.  After 
the  first  year,  let  those  who  really  desire  to  give  their  time  to 
oral  work,  enter  special  classes  for  conversation.     Let  the  others 
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hammer  away  at  reading  till  ihey  can  read  a  bit  of  French  or 
German — ^not  merely  translate  it — and  grasp  the  therein  con- 
tained idea  without  too  much  attention  to  each  separate  word. 
Thus  they  will  have  furnished  themselves  with  a  tool  for  use  in 
future  study  and  a  key  that  will  unlock  the  treasure-house  of 
foreign  literatures. 
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Olivkb  H.  Howe,  M.  D.,  Cohasset,  Mass. 

EFORE  entering  upon  the  real  topic  of  cultural 
— ^      -  education,  I  wish  to  explore  briefly,  what  may  be 
m\      I  termed    the    border-land    between    vocational    and 
*^      ■  cultural  education.     There  may  be  some,  who,  in 
emphasizing  the  importance  of  vocational  education, 
would  fall  into  the  error  of  considering  it  all-suffi- 
cient for  the  individual     To  such,  I  would  like 
to  show  that  vocational  education  is  not  always  the 
definite  and  manageable  thing  that  one  might  suppose. 

It  seems  a  simple  thing  for  each  person  to  choose  his  vocation, 
become  educated  for  it  and  then  devote  the  rest  of  his  life  to  it 
In  the  actual  world,  however,  few  are  so  fortunate  as  to  find 
their  niches  in  this  ready  fashion.  Many  are  destined  to  suc- 
ceed only  after  vainly  trying  several  uncongenial  employments 
and  some  develop  talents  for  larger  and  more  important  tasks 
than  could  possibly  have  been  foreseen  at  the  outset.  Many  are 
the  causes  of  deviation  from  cherished  plans.  Sometimes  the 
person  proves  unfit  for  the  chosen  vocation ;  or  ill-health  or  other 
circumstances  oblige  him  to  make  a  radical  change.  Sometimes 
new  inventions,  fashions  or  public  requirements  make  his  trade 
obsolete  before  he  is  really  established  in  it  Often,  however, 
he  sees  before  him  larger  opportunities  in  a  different  direction. 
For  these  and  other  reasons,  it  happens  to  the  majority  of  per- 
sons that  the  first  work  is  only  temporary  arid  serves  mainly  as  a 
trial  flight  to  ascertain  and  measure  his  powers  and  his  true 
relation  to  the  world  about  him. 

Vocational  education  in  its  best  sense  would  seem  to  require 
such  an  amount  of  knowledge  and  training  as  will  enable  the  in- 
dividual to  embrace  the  opportunities  of  life,  with  the  idea  that 
his  usefulness  need  by  no  means  be  limited  by  his  first  horizon. 
Thus  it  happens  that  many  a  study  at  first  looked  on  as  cultural, 
becomes  in  the  development  of  the  individual,  truly  vocationaL 
With  a  promising  student,  it  would  seem  wise  not  to  confine  the 
training  to  too  narrow  a  field,  but  to  cover  a  wide  margin  all 
about  the  position  aimed  at  The  man  might,  then,  entering  as 
a  clerk  or  operative,  be  qualified  for  rapid  promotion  or  to  ad- 
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vance  the  industry  in  some  way,  by  experiment,  invention  or* 
improved  organization,  or  by  his  wide  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
to  become  a  partner  in  the  concern. 

Somewhat  related  to  this  broad  view  of  vocational  education, 
is  a  certain  amount  of  collateral  knowledge,  which  serves  to  make 
the  man  an  intelligent  member  of  the  oommimity  and  to  fit  him 
for  his  various  duties — civic,  social  and  religious.  This  general 
information  can  hardly  be  called  cultural  education,  but  is  in* 
termediate  between  it  and  the  vocational. 

The  advantages  of  vocational  education  are  now  too  apparent 
to  admit  of  question.  The  principal  problem  seems  to  be,  how 
much  collateral  and  cultural  education  should  be  combined  with 
it  The  collateral  or  civic  education  is  likewise  considered  neces- 
sary for  all,  although  some  considerable  masses  of  people  still 
fail  to  possess  it  in  its  best  sense. 

Cultural  education  aims  to  broaden  the  intellectual  and  emo- 
tional horizon  of  the  individual,  especially  in  fields  not  necessary 
for  earning  a  livelihood.  Much  room  for  debate  exists  as  to  how 
much  cultural  education  should  be  combined  with  the  essential 
classes  just  mentioned.  No  definite  answer  can  be  given,  for 
there  is  between  individuals  the  greatest  amount  of  variation  as 
to  circumstances  and  needs.  Mental  aptitude  and  capacity  also 
vary  immensely.  There  are  some  grades  of  intellect  that  ap- 
parently do  not  admit  of  any  culture  at  all.  They  can  labor  in 
:a  menial  capacity,  support  life  in  a  primitive  way  and  go  no. 
further.  We  must  not  judge  these  people  too  harshly.  It  may 
be  that  absence  of  opportunity  in  early  childhood  is  in  a  meas- 
tiTQ  responsible  for  this.  It  may  be  that  our  kind  of  society  or  our 
type  of  educati<Hi  have  failed  to  bring  out  some  strong  traits 
which  they  possess  and  which  therefore  remain  dormant  and  un- 
suspected. Probably  some  of  them  are  mentally  deficient  Singu- 
larly, happiness  does  not  depend  upon  culture,  for  many  of  this 
class  are  perfectly  happy.  Admiral  Peary  declared  that  the 
Esquimaux  of  Greenland  were  happier  in>iheir  primitive  state 
than  they  were  after  receiving  some  educati^.  I  believe  he 
considered  that  the  natural  balance  of  locality, ^occupation  and 
needs  had  been  artificially  disturbed. 

Passing  on  from  this  primitive  type  of  mind,  I  believe  that 
all  persons  should  receive  more  or  less  cultural  education^  but 
that  the  greatest  latitude  should  exist  in  regard  to  the  amount 
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and  the  greatest  wisdom  be  used  in  the  selection  of  studies.  Each 
person  deserves  to  be  considered  as  an  individual  and  his  needs 
and  capabilities  should  be  carefuUj  taken  into  consideration. 

The  spirit  of  cultural  education  should  first  meet  the  child 
in  the  kindergarten.  He  can  be  taught  in  his  earliest  lessona 
to  admire  and  to  discriminate.  It  should  follow  him  through 
primary  and  grammar  grades  and  reach  a  higher  development 
in  the  hi^  school  course.  Althou^  the  main  stress  may  be 
laid  on  vocational  studies^  those  of  cultural  nature  should  accom- 
pany them  and  those  best  acquainted  with  modem  vocational 
teaching  inform  us  that  the  best  methods  of  such  instruction 
develop  a  pronoimced  thirst  for  knowledge  in  all  departments, 
extending  even  into  cultural  branches. 

Apparently  the  secret  of  all  that  is  best  in  education,  is  to 
develop  the  thirst  for  knowledge.  Giving  due  weight  to  the 
discipline  of  mind  acquired  by  pursuing  uncongenial  studies, 
the  work  done  under  conditions  of  slavery  and  repulsion,  seems 
to  me  in  good  part  wasted.  To  my  mind,  greater  discrimination 
in  the  selection  of  studies  might  do  away  with  a  part  of  these 
unfavorable  conditions. 

It  is  probable  that  the  average  student  reaches  his  real  mental 
awakening  in  the  high  school  course.  He  then  perhaps  first 
shows  the  real  bent  of  his  mind  and  reaches  out  eagerly  for  what 
seems  to  be  his  natural  food.  High  school  studies  with  favorable 
conditions  in  the  pupil,  are  well  adapted  to  furnish  a  beginning, 
from  which  the  individual  may  develop  a  good  degree  of  culture 
by  wise  use  of  his  time  in  further  study. 

The  college  course  is  largely  devoted  to  cultural  study  and  the 
system  of  electives  ordinarily  available  gives  one  a  wide  range 
of  choice  in  planning  his  course.  If  one  is  not  obliged  imme- 
diately to  enter  an  employment  and  has  the  aptitude  for  scholar- 
ship, it  is  very  desirable  to  secure  the  benefit  of  a  college  course* 
If  the  life  occupation  has  not  been  decided  upon,  the  college  ad- 
vantages will  give  a  broader  view  of  the  world  and  enable  the 
student  to  choose  more  wisely.  He  will  enter  upon  his  occupation 
with  more  maturity  and  his  knowledge  and  culture  will  enable 
him  to  be  more  effective  in  whatever  he  undertakes.  The 
knowledge  of  human  nature  and  facility  in  dealing  with  men 
will  prove  not  the  least  valuable  forms  of  culture  obtained  in 
college. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ctiltural  EdtuxLtion  523 

Regular  education  provides  only  the  heginning  of  one's  scheme 
of  culture.  It  should  form  the  taste  and  give  the  first  zest.  It 
should  show  the  first  paths  and  give  sufficient  training  in  the  use 
of  books  to  enable  the  person  to  pursue  further  studies  by  him- 
self and  to  be  a  keen  and  appreciative  observer  of  nature  and  of 
people  throughout  his  life. 

Cultural  education  tends  to  broaden  the  mind  and  to  produce 
a  well-rounded  character.  It  fits  one  to  appreciate  on  a  broad 
scale  and  to  better  enjoy  the  world  in  which  he  lives.  We  get 
in  touch  with  nature  through  geography,  astronomy,  geology, 
botany,  chemistry  and  allied  sciences;  with  mankind  through 
biography,  literature,  association  and  travel;  while  in  the  broad 
prospect  opened  by  history,  we  have  all  peoples  and  all  ages 
spread  out  before  us.  The  best  use  of  these  sources  implies 
judgment  and  discrimination,  a  recognition  of  the  salient  points 
and  careful  study  and  comparison.  Otherwise  the  mind  becomes 
overwhelmed  with  a  mass  of  unrelated  facts. 

The  question  is  sometimes  raised  whether  excessive  culture 
breeds  discontent  and  unfits  a  person  for  his  real  position  in  life 
I  believe  this  is  a  real  danger  in  certain  instances,  especially 
where  the  mind  becomes  centered  upon  the  culture  and  neglects 
the  real  duties  of  life.  The  greatest  diversity  exists  not  only 
in  the  needs  of  different  individuals,  but  in  the  types  and  ca- 
pacities of  their  minds.  One  should  always  remember  that,  while 
the  borders  and  fringes  of  time  may  be  given  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  mind  for  its  own  sake,  the  real  web  and  fabric  of  life 
should  be  given  to  positive^  productive  service  to  the  world.  The 
instances,  however,  in  which  culture  over-steps  its  boimds  are 
much  less  frequent  than  those  in  which  it  is  neglected  or  absent 

A  favorite  idea  of  liberal  education  has  been  that  it  should,  in 
a  way,  give  a  general  view  of  the  whole  field  of  knowledge  and 
much  can  be  said  in  favor  of  such  a  rough  blocking  out  of  the 
field.  It  enables  the  student  to  appreciate  the  relative  proportions 
and  relations  of  different  subjects  and  makes  the  way  easy  for 
any  further  study.  Far  too  many  students  become  lost  in  a  maze 
of  detail  through  lack  of  just  such  a  scheme  and  fail  to  realize 
the  salient  features,  which  should  become  fixed  in  the  mind  like 
the  important  peaks  of  a  mountain  range.  It  must  be  acknowl- 
edged that  a  complete  grounding  in  universal  knowledge  is 
really  impossible.    The  statement  was  made  about  Dante  that  he 
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had  faithfully  applied  himself  and  had  become  versed  in  all 
knowledge.  This  was  doubtless  possible  to  such  an  intellect  as 
that  of  Dante  in  the  thirteenth  century,  for  knowledge  was  then 
restricted.  Now,  life  itself  is  too  short  for  a  liberal  education 
upon  these  lines  and  the  great  complexity  makes  necessary  a  wise 
selection  for  individual  needs. 

It  may  be  well  to  consider  the  particular  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  cultural  education.  First:  it  is  an  unfailing  source 
of  recreation.  The  ability  to  turn  the  mind  from  its  hard  tasks 
to  something  different,  rests  and  renews  it  and  makes  it  more 
efficient  The  word  "recreation"  has,  unfortunately,  in  current 
use,  lost  something  of  its  original  meaning.  We  often  use  it  in- 
terchangeably with  pleasure,  play,  diversion,  and  sometimes,  even, 
make  it  synonymous  with  "passing  away  the  time."  It  means 
a  re-creation  of  our  energies. 

By  turning  one's  thoughts  and  activities  into  another  channel, 
he  not  only  rests  the  mental  mechanism  previously  employed  in 
performing  his  work,  but  by  pursuing  some  worthy  line  of  thought, 
he  enlarges  his  view  upon  life,  increases  his  appreciation  of 
great  things,  and  gathers  to  his  personality  something  that  makes 
him  more  a  man  than  before.  Thus  all  sorts  of  tired  people 
turn  to  music,  to  literature,  to  humorous  sketches,  to  favorite 
poems,  to  art  or  the  drama.  Each  finds  a  healing  balm  after  the 
hot  struggle  of  life  and  rests  awhile  by  some  shady  pool  before 
again  entering  the  contest. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  turn  readily  to  helpful  recreation,  one 
should,  early  in  life,  form  tastes  for  several  types  of  culture.  It 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  train  some  faculty,  some  aspira- 
tion, some  part  of  the  intellectual  life,  before  the  gates  of  habit 
and  routine  are  closed  against  it  We  often  see  the  effects  of 
failure  to  do  this.  I  know  some  business  men  who  never  read 
anything  but  the  daily  newspapers.  I  knew  a  man,  who,  during 
a  long  illness,  occupied  his  mind  only  in  reading  the  papers  and 
in  conversation.  I,  once  or  twice,  suggested  to  him  some  book 
that  I  thought  might  make  the  hours  pass  more  pleasantly.  He 
declined,  saying  that  he  never  had  read  books  and  didn't  care  to. 
He  was  an  intelligent  business  man  and  well  informed  in  all 
ordinary  matters  of  the  day,  but  how  much  broader  and  pleasanter 
would  have  been  his  outlook  on  life,  had  he  known  something  of  the 
delights  of  literature ! 
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The  more  dull  and  prosaic  the  occupation,  the  more  the  per- 
son needs  something  to  cheer  the  spirit  and  offset  the  dull  rou- 
tine. The  bookkeeper  must  needs  know  systems  of  accounts  and 
commercial  forms,  with  perhaps  stenography  and  typewriting; 
but  the  monotony  of  such  a  life  would  be  well-nigh  unendurable 
without  some  elements  of  culture,  some  power  of  appreciation 
reaching  out  to  other  realms,  some  mental  furniture  that  would 
make  the  person  at  home  with  himself.  Everybody  has  more  or 
less  enforced  solitude.  Some  'are  barely  able  to  endure  it  and 
cannot  bear  to  be  alone.  The  man  who  has  developed  internal 
resources  is  rarely  lonely.  His  mind  is  well  furnished:  he  al- 
ways has  something  worth  thinking  about  and  has  .become  good 
company  for  himself. 

The  ordinary  person  without  some  beginnings  of  culture,  is 
likely  to  drift  about  aimlessly  between  the  cheap  moving  picture 
show,  the  vaudeville,  the  sensational  newspaper  and  the  cheap 
novel,  without  ever  attaining  anything  that  can  add  to  the  mental 
power  or  to  the  fullness  of  life. 

The  pursuit  of  culture  by  one's  self  forms  an  agreeable  avo- 
cation. It  can  be  carried  on  in  spare  fragments  of  time  that 
would  otherwise  be  wasted.  The  enthusiasm  evoked  is  likely 
to  be  considerable  and  the  avocation  is  often  in  effect  a  play- 
occupation  differing  widely  from  the  vocation  in  character  and, 
unlike  it,  being  free  from  responsibility  and  worry.  Some  per- 
sons require  a  rather  light  avocation,  like  reading  fiction  or 
humor;  some  draw  inspiration  and  refreshment  from  music: 
others  make  original  researches  in  local  history  or  science,  while 
still  others  go  more  or  less  deeply  into  literature  or  history  or 
the  drama,  or  perhaps  art  or  architecture. 

The  importance  of  the  possession  of  some  avocation  is  never 
more  apparent  than  when  one  is  laid  aside  from  active  work  by 
illness  or  the  loss  of  a  business  position.  The  man  of  internal 
resources  has  then  a  great  advantage  and  can  pleasantly  occupy 
his  time  and  have  a  genuine  zest  in  life,  instead  of  pacing  the 
floor  like  a  caged  animal. 

By  changing  one's  avocation  occasionally,  one  can  cover  quite 
a  wide  range  of  subjects  and  secure  a  broad  basis  of  interest  in 
life,  besides  rendering  himself  more  capable  of  entertaining  his 
friends. 
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Professor  Edward  Howard  Qriggs  considers  the  use  a  per- 
son makes  of  the  margin  of  time,  to  be  a  wonderful  test  of  char- 
acter. He  says:  "When  we  are  free  to  follow  our  own  choice  and 
desire,  with  no  compulsion  from  external  forces,  our  choice  shows 
the  line  of  movement  and  reveals  the  ideal.  When  we  do  what 
we  like  to  do,  because  we  like  it,  we  show  what  we  really  care 
for  more  completely  than  at  any  other  time.  In  it  we  show  the 
real  purpose  of  our  lives.'' 

The  second  advantage  of  cultural  education  is  that  through  it 
we  gain  a  breadth  of  sympathy  with  life  in  all  its  forms.  The 
educated  man  feels  a  kinship  with  other  minds — ^with  human 
nature — ^with  the  world  in  general.  Wherever  he  goes,  whom- 
ever he  meets,  he  has  in  him  .the  beginnings  of  a  proper  under- 
standing of  what  he  sees  and  hears.  He  touches  the  world  at 
every  point  and  realizes  that  he  is  a  part  of  it  The  man  of 
narrow  sympathies,  accustomed  to  a  limited  range  of  thought 
and  at  home  only  in  certain  restricted  circumstances,  misses  a 
great  deal  of  life  and  is  apt  to  hold  a  distorted  view  of  things  in 
general,  frequently  despising  whatever  is  beyond  the  range  of 
his  knowledge. 

Along  with  the  principle  of  breadth,  is  the  so-called  socializa- 
tion of  knowledge,  which  has  been  defined  as  "the  process  by 
which  an  individual  is  brought  into  conformity  and  co-operation 
with  human  society  in  its  dominant  interests  and  fundamental 
nature."  Such  a  socialization  will  tend  to  greatly  increase  a  per- 
son's usefulness.  It  furnishes  an  end  and  aim  for  study  and 
organizes  and  marshals  one's  mental  equipment  so  that  it  may 
be  used  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  third  advantage  of  cultural  education  is  that  it  furnishes 
a  positive  renewal  of  one's  ideals.  Daily  contact  with  the  world 
in  the  struggle  of  life  is  accompanied  by  wear  and  tear.  We  are 
oppressed  by  the  disagreeable  aspects  of  life  and  often  discour- 
aged by  the  ills  that  have  no  apparent  remedy.  Our  optimism 
receives  severe  shocks:  our  confidence  in  human  nature  gets 
badly  jarred.  Our  belief  in  the  triumph  of  righteousness  be- 
comes uncertain.  At  such  a  time  a  book  that  will  give  us  a 
fresh  glimpse  of  the  ideal  and  will  renew  in  our  mindis  the  due 
proportion  of  things,  is  of  inestimable  value.  We  live  for  ideals 
— we  toil,  struggle  and  suffer  for  them.     When  we  lose  them 
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temporarily  or  when  our  world  seems  to  be  dominated  by  evil  and 
disorder,  then  we  are  at  sea.  By  returning  to  the  ideal  we  re- 
turn to  an  atmosphere  fit  for  the  soul  to  breathe.  It  is  only  by 
breadth  of  mind  and  breadth  of  contact  with  the  best  thought  the 
human  mind  has  furnished  that  we  can  in  adverse  circumstanceBi 
have  command  over  life.  Books  take  us  out  of  ourselves  and 
show  us  the  large  and  important  truths  of  life. 

The  fourth  advantage  of  cultural  education  is  the  develop- 
ment of  character.  One  cannot  associate  with  great  minds,  even 
through  the  medium  of  books,  without  getting  helpful  inspira- 
tion. Contact  with  great  men  is  still  better  and  one  who  avails 
himself  of  such  advantages  will  have  little  room  left  in  his  life 
for  things  that  are  petty  and  mean. 

By  reading  some  of  the  best  thoughts  that  the  human  mind 
has  conceived,  we  elevate  our  own  natures  an^  thereby  prove 
our  kinship  with  great  souls.  We  reach  ideals  that  may  domi- 
nate and  enrich  our  lives  and  make  them  more  wordiy  and 
noble.  Some  prominent  advocates  of  the  socialization  of  knowl- 
edge insist  that  all  knowledge  acquired  by  the  individual  shall 
be  planned  arid  pursued  in  such  a  way  that  it  can  be  given  out 
to  the  community  again  through  the  individuaFs  life  and  ser- 
vices. This  is  an  exceedingly  helpful  doctrine  and  is  in  line 
with  all  other  modem  schemes  of  efficiency.  It  seems  to  me 
nevertheless,  that  a  certain  margin  of  time  belongs  to  the  in- 
dividual for  his  own  improvement,  in  which  the  mind  can  prop- 
erly select  its  own  food. 

Life  might  be  represented  as  a  pyramid  made  up  of  three 
stages.  The  broad  basal  section  may  be  termed  livelihood.  TTsu- 
ally  the  largest  in  bulk,  it  is  that  upon  which  the  whole  structure 
must  be  supported.  Besting  upon  this  is  a  liberal  section,  which 
we  caU  living,  which  represents  the  contribution  in  general  activ- 
ity, enthusiasm  and  uplift  which  the  individual  makes  to  society 
and  to  the  world  about  hinL  This  is  what  is  freely  offered  out 
of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  for  the  betterment -of  the  race. 

The  apex  of  the  pyramid,  entitled  life  represents  the  inner 
life  of  the  individual  and  embodies  the  cultivation  of  his  nature 
for  its  own  sake. 

'Man  created  in  the  image  of  God  is  only  truly  one  of  the  sons 
of  Qod  when  thus  developed ;  and  as  such,  is  permitted  to  ''think 
some  of  the  thou^ts  of  Qod  after  Him.^' 
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A  great  educator,  Madame  Montessori,  of  Borne,  has  visited  Bos- 
ton and  elucidated  before  a  great  audience  that  packed  to  the 
doors  one  of  the  large  audience  halls  of  the  "city  of  culture,*'  her 
great  idea  in  regard  to  the  training  of  children.  That  the  idea  is 
a  great  one  and  one  which  should  be  restated  periodically  in  a  way 
to  impress  it  upon  the  minds  of  both  teachers  and  parents  is  un- 
disputed. That  it  is  new  and  original  with  the  distinguished 
Italian  "doteressa"  is  less  clear,  although  she  has  undoubtedly  given 
it  new  and  fuller  applications  and  an  emphasis  which  was  needed, 
and  which  will  be  helpful. 

The  essence  of  the  Montessori  method  seems  to  consist  in  leaving 
the  child  free  to  develop  according  to  the  inner  laws  of  his  being, 
without  constant  restraints,  compulsions  and  interferences  from  with- 
out. The  teacher  ceases  to  be  jailor,  taskmaster,  judge  and  executioner 
and  becomes  instead,  observer,  comrade,  guide  and  helpmate  of  the 
child.  The  child  no  longer  sits  in  an  uncomfortable  chair  at  an  im- 
hygienic  desk,  in  a  vitiated  atmosphere  and  receives  censure  for  inat- 
tention, dullness,  failure  to  accomplish  formal  tasks,  and  for  mischief. 
Instead  he  is  allowed  the  greatest  freedom  of  posture,  demeanor  and 
occupation  consistent  with  the  rights  of  others;  and  the  parent  and 
teacher  study  his  needs  and  inclinations  and  try  to  direct  his  activi- 
ties into  channels  that  will  make  for  growth,  physical,  mental,  spirit- 
ual. "Do'*  as  an  invitation,  accompanied  by  the  opportunity,  is 
substituted  for  "don't",  in  dealing  with  the  child.  When  he  is  naughty 
the  inquiry  is  not  ^^ow  shall  I  punish  him  for  his  naughtiness,"  but 
"how  shall  I  discover  and  remove  the  causes  that  made  him  to  become 
naughty?"  Truly  the  Montessori  method  comes  with  a  great  mes- 
sage to  father,  mother,  teacher  and  child.  As  a  theory  it  is  fascinating. 
In  practice  it  is  sorely  needed  in  many,  many  instances,  to  release 
childhood  from  the  tyranny  and  abuse  of  nervous,  ill-tempered,  care- 
less, ignorant  and  vicious  parents,  unsympathetic  and  dictational 
teachers,  and  hard,  unreasonable  conditions  at  home  and  at  school. 
The  new  direction  given  to  our  thinking  by  the  distinguished  author 
of  this  system,  and  the  reawakening  of  many  minds  to  a  conscious- 
ness that  the  creator  has  endowed  each  new  child  with  a  personality 
which  should  be  allowed  to  develop  and  not  be  browbeaten  and  re- 
pressed and  distorted  by  all  sorts  of  grown-up  tyrannies,  will  result  in 
a  vast  amount  of  happiness  for  the  little  folks  and  of  improvement  in 
educational  conditions.  Yet,  the  Montessori  method  has  its  limitations 
and  it  must  be  taken  with  several  important  reservations.  The  prac- 
tical mother  of  a  family  of  growing  children  will  wonder  whether 
Madame  Montessori  herself  has  ever  dealt  at  first-hand  with  a  group 
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of  children  of  her  own,  of  different  ages,  dispositions  and  needs,  all 
the  problems  concerning  whom  must  be  met  and  solved  in  the  very 
midst  of  a  thousand  other  home  and  social  cares  involved  in  the  ex- 
isting relations  of  modern  life.  The  upper  or  middle-class  mother, 
with  one  child  and  one  or  more  maids,  might  very  well  be  able  to 
stop  and  study  the  complex  causes  leading  up  to  a  case  of  disobedience, 
or  of  hot  temper,  or  some  annoying  or  destructive  act  on  the  part  of 
her  little  son  or  daughter.  To  find  the  cause  and  remove  it  would 
undoubtedly  be  the  ideal  method.  But  supposing  there  are  half  a 
dozen  children  and  that  while  she  is  studying  out  the  one  case  three 
or  four  of  the  others  go  wrong  for  lack  of  attention!  Then  the  in- 
herent differences  of  disposition  and  temperament  upset  all  calcula- 
tions and  break  down  the  best  of  methods.  Some  are  bom  with 
such  perversions  of  spirit  that  there  simply  must  be  ''don^ts."  Ideal 
methods  cannot  be  adopted.  It  would  be  ideal  to  abolish  policemen 
from  our  modem  municipalities;  but  we  cannot  do  it  as  yet.  The 
writer  of  this  paragraph  once  laiew  a  boy  who  loved  to  kill.  He  would 
climb  a  tree  and  wring  the  necks  of  young  birdlings  in  their  nests, 
catch  insects  and  pull  off  their  wings  and  legs,  and  do  many  other 
such  dreadful  things.  By  all  means  study  such  a  case  a  la  Montessori, 
but  while  studying  it  someone  absolutely  must  enforce  some  very  vig- 
orous and  un-Montessorian  "don'ts.'* 

We  explained  to  a  little  lad  of  five,  with  whom  we  have  the  ines- 
timable privilege  of  a  bed-time  intimacy,  some  of  the  main  points  of 
the  Montessori  method  and  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  them.  He 
replied  with  great  eagerness  of  approval,  '^They  ought  to  tell  people 
that,  everywhere  r  *^ut'',  said  we,  "supposing  you  and  several  of 
your  little  playmates  'were  playing  in  the  kitchen  and  one  boy  pro- 
posed to  empty  the  contents  of  the  oil  can  into  the  kitchen  fire.''  "0, 
we  musf  nt  let  them  do  that,''  was  his  quick  reply.  The  "dont's"  and 
"mustn'ts"  are  bora  in  us  as  well  as  the  "do's"  and  "musf  s"  and  they 
will  ever  be  necessary  until  the  millenium.  Nevertheless,  we  welcome 
the  new  method  that  emphasizes  the  positive  and  deprecates  the  nega- 
tive in  education  and  that  gives  the  individual  child  more  thought 
and  intelligent  study,  and  releases  him  from  unnecessary  restraints 
and  interferences  with  his  God-given  right  to  freedom. 


The  National  Council  of  Teachers  of  English  has  done  a  real  ser- 
vice to  both  school  and  home  in  furnishing  a  selected  list  of  books 
for  home  reading  of  high  school  pupils.  The  list  can  be  obtained  of 
the  Council  at  68th  Street  and  Stewart  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.,  at  ten 
cents,  postpaid.  From  the  introductory  note  of  the  editors  we  quote 
the  following: — 

'The  books  named  are  those  that  teachers  have  found  helpful.  Some 
are  intended  to  awaken  a  taste  for  reading  in  those  who  have  never 
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read  for  pleasure.  Others  are  to  bridge  the  gap  between  trBsk  aad 
good  literature.  Others  are  to  open  new  fields  of  interest  to  tastes 
already  forming  or  developed  beyond  the  average.  Still  others  are 
to  stimulate  thought,  to  inspire  a  worthy  view  of  life,  to  arouse  ambi- 
tion. Some  are  intended  merely  as  models  for  the  students  own 
writing.  Each  has  been  recommended  that  it  may  be  helpful  in  at 
least  one  respect. 

''The  list  excludes  books  valuable  only  for  the  information  con- 
veyed. Books  that  merely  give  information,  however  needful^  are 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  books  for  home  reading.  No 
book  has  been  included  unless  it  has  seemed  to  have,  apart  from  the 
value  Qf  the  facts  imparted,  some  merit  or  helpfulness  of  its  own. 

"Only  a  few  works  of  any  one  author  are  named  unless  his  work  is 
unusually  desirable.  There  is  one  exception.  A  novelists  works 
sometimes  differ  widely  in  style  and  subject  In  such  a  case,  more 
than  one  manner  may  be  represented.  In  restricting  the  list,  there  is 
BO  intention  to  restrict  the  pupil  to  the  books  listed.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  he  will  be  led  to  read  more  widely  from  each  author  he  likes. 
One  object  in  naming  works  of  so  many  authors  has  been  to  open  the 
largest  possible  number  of  lines  of  interest — to  offer  varied  samples 
x>i  the  wealth  that  lies  in  the  storehouse  of  literature. 

''Fiction  constitutes  approximately  half  the  list.  This  has  seemed 
advisable,  since  it  is  through  good  fiction  that  most  pupils  are  led  to 
appreciate  other  forms.^' 


Mr.  Leonard  P.  Ayres  of  the  Eussell  Sage  Foundation,  impressively 
illustrates  as  follows  the  increase  since  1908  in  the  number  of  cities 
in  the  United  States  having  open  air  schools : 

1908  XXX  (3  cities). 

1909  XXXXXXX  (7  cities). 

1910  XXXXXXX  XXXXXXX  X  (15  cities). 

1911  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX  (32 

cities). 

1912  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
XXXXXXXJCXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX  (60  cities). 

To  Providence,  E.  I.  belongs  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first 
city  to  introduce  such  schools.  "Roughly  speaking'',  says  Mr.  Ayres, 
^'the  number  of  cities  having  open  air  schools  has  doubled  each  year. 
At  the  recent  International  Congress  on  School  Hygiene  no  subject 
was  more  eagerly  discussed.  At  present  the  most  interesting  phases 
of  the  movement  are  the  successful  attempts  of  educators  and  archi- 
tects to  make  the  beneficial  results  of  open  air  schooling  available  for 
normal  children  in  ordinary  schools.'*  In  this  connection  we  note 
that  on  the  theory  that  healthy  children  should  have  the  fresh  air 
benefits  usually  reserved  for  the  sickly,  Supt.  Wheatly,  of  Middletown^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Editorial  331 


Conn.,  has  introduced  a  modified  open-window  plan  throughout  his 
entire  school  system. 


The  Association  of  Commerce  is  working  with  the  Local  Teacher's 
Committee  in  charge  of  the  arrangements  for  the  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Education  Association,  to  be  held  in  St.  Paul  next  simimer,  and 
the  Publicity  Department  of  the  Association,  working  with  a  com- 
mittee of  local  newspaper  men  has  been  designated  as  tiie  official  pub- 
licity bureau  of  the  Local  Committee.  St.  Paul,  is  an  ideal  city  for 
a  convention  of  this  kind.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  in 
the  coimtry  and  at  the  time  of  the  convention  it  will  be  at  its  best. 
It  is  a  city  of  beautiful  drives  and  beautiful  parks,  and  a  city  con- 
taining the  best  of  accommodations  for  a  convention  such  as  the 
N.  E.  A. 

The  average  temperature  in  St.  Paul  for  June,  July  and  August  is 
69.7  degrees.  In  St.  Louis  it  is  77;  in  Kansas  City  75;  in  Omaha  74; 
in  Des  Moines  73.  The  average  relative  humidity  (which  is  what 
makes  one  feel  the  heat),  is  only  61.6  per  cent  in  St.  Paul.  In  Chicago 
it  is  71.6;  Detroit  71;  New  York  67. 


The  Junior  High  School  at  Grand  Bapids,  Mich.,  consisting  of 
pupils  of  the  seventh,  eighth,  and.  ninth  grades,  has  grown  in  two 
years  from  a  school  of  430  pupils  and  15  teachers  to  one  of  851  pu- 
pils and  36  teachers.  More  boys  and  girls  have  stayed  in  school  undev 
the  new  plan. 


The  growth  of  the  kindergarten  idea  in  this  country  is  indicated 
by  the  following  note  about  the  New.  York  City  kindergartens :  There 
were  5  schools  and  150  pupils  in  the  Brooklyn  kindergartens  organized 
by  Supt.  Wm.  H.  Maxwell  15  years  ago;  now  there  are  40,000  chil- 
dren in  the  kindergartens  of  Greater  New  York. 


The  Board  of  Education  of  New  York  City  has  just  secured  an 
appropriation  of  $79,000  with  which  to  operate  during  the  coming 
year  after-school  play  centers  in  163  of  its  school  buildings.  Each 
of  these  play  centers  will  accommodate  from  250  to  350  sdiool.  chil- 
dren. The  school  yard  and  the  school  gymnasium  will  be  used  for 
this  purpose,  and  will  remain  open  from  3.30  to  5.30  p.  m.  The  ex- 
pense consists  of  $2.50  for  the  director  of  the  center  and  $1.00  per 
session  for  extra  janitor  service,  making  a  total  of  $3.50  for  an  after- 
noon center  accommodating  approximately  300  children,  or  about  1  1-6 
cents  per  child. 
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It  would  be  a  good  resolve  with  which  to  begin  the  new  year  if  you 
should  promise  yourself  that  you  will,  during  the  year  1914,  enter 
into  a  larger  life  than  heretofore.  There  is  always  before  us  the 
opportunity  to  do  this.  We  are  none  of  us  doing  our  very  best  in  all 
particulars.  We  are  perhaps,  or  think  we  are,  very  busy ;  and  possibly 
some  will  resent  this  assertion  of  one  so  outside  of  their  lives  as  an 
impersonal  editor^  that  they  are  not  living  as  large  a  life  as  they 
might.  Nevertheless,  we  believe  that  it  may  be  truly  said  of  the 
busiest  of  us.  There  is  something  more  that  we  might  do  that 
would  add  to  our  efficiency,  to  our  touch  with  great  interests,  to  our 
usefulness  and  therefore  to  our  happiness.  It  is  possible  that  with 
some  this  might  mean  the  giving  up  of  something  instead  of  the 
taking  on  of  something  more.  Perhaps  we  are  dissipating  our  en- 
ergies, scattering  instead  of  concentrating  them,  and  so  not  counting 
for  much  in  any  one  of  many  things  which,  in  a  superficial  way,  we 
are  undertaking.  With  the  majorify,  however,  it  is  otherwise.  They 
are  not  undertaking  enough.  They  are  prone  to  avoid,  to  excuse  them- 
selves from  responsibility,  to  underrate  their  talents,  to  over-estimate 
the  necessity  for  and  the  value  of  ease  and  pleasure  and  self-indul- 
gence. Thus  they  grow  incapable  of  exertion,  of  strong  endeavor  and 
large  achievement. 

It  is  a  great  thing  to  find  out  that  a  large  entrance  upon  affairs,, 
a  real  touch  with  many  interests,  is  the  way  of  life,  the  way  to  keep 
young  and  to  count  for  what  is  worth  while.  To  develop  imused 
muscles  of  the  body  and  to  cultivate  hitherto  vacant  areas  of  the 
brain  is  to  get  alive  and  keep  alive.  The  reverse  is  true ;  oftentimes  a 
busy  man  of  affairs  thinks  he  will  give  up  his  business,  retire  and 
take  it  easy,  and  enjoy  himself  for  the  remainder  of  his  days ;  and  it 
kills  him  to  give  up.  He  cannot  stand  inactivity.  It  brings  death,, 
as  activity  had  brought  and  sustained  life. 

Do  not  seek  new  responsibilities,  officiously ;  but  when  they  seek  you 
do  not  refuse  to  accept  them.  Enter  into  them  and  try  yourself  out 
in  new  relations.  You  will  surprise  yourself  and  your  friends  by  the 
development  of  new  capacities.  The  young,  aspiring  to  be  in  the 
thick  of  the  fight,  will  find  themselves  maturing.  The  middle-aged 
will  rejoice  in  the  achievements  of  industry  and  virility,  and  those 
more  advanced  in  years  will  l>e  surprised  to  find  how  easily  they 
keep  young  in  feelings  and  capacity  for  work,  by  not  allowing  them- 
selves to  give  tip  and  drop  out.  So,  indeed,  it  shall  prove  to  all 
."A  Happy  New  Year,  1914 1" 
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The  French  Pbofessor.  The  lucid  exposition  for  which  French 
professors  are 'noted  is  not  altogether  a  natural  gift,  but  is  largely 
the  result  of  special  training  and  the  general  organization  of  higher 
education  in  France. 

The  candidate  for  a  full  professorship  in  a  secondary  school,  (ly- 
c6e)  must  not  only  be  a  graduate  with  the  degree  of  licence  but  must 
have  passed  also  a  special  examination  agregation.  This  examina- 
tion is  a  test  of  the  intensive  knowledge  of  a  particular  subject,  and 
also  of  the  candidate's  ability  to  present  the  subject  For  this  test 
special  preparation  is  required,  which  may  be  secured  at  the  ex- 
])ense  of  the  State  if  one  is  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  scholarship 
covering  the  expenses  of  the  course  at  the  Ecole  Normale  Sup^rieure, 
or  at  one  of  the  university  faculties.  The  preparation  follows  a  tra- 
ditional course  which  embodies  both  principle  and  methods  of  exposi- 
tion. These  are  not  dogmatically  imparted,  but  exemplified  in  the 
teachings  of  the  professors  in  charge  and  acquired  by  the  student 
in  the  repeated  elaboration  of  assigned  subjects.  Principle  and 
method  form  a  unity,  both  phases  of  which  must  be  preserved  in  the 
student's  presentation  of  a  subject  whether  oral  or  written. 

In  the  French  system,  secondary  and  higher  institutions  present 
a  continuous  scheme  of  education;  the  former  covering  tiie  general 
course  of  liberal  studies,  the  later  the  specialized  training  leading  to 
the  highest  careers,  including  that  of  a  professor.  No  distinction 
is  made  between  the  full  professors  of  secondary  schools  and  univer- 
jsity  professors  so  far  as  training  is  concerned.  The  latter  are  re- 
cruited from  the  secondary  corps,  consequently  the  candidate  for 
agregation  has  high  prospects  before  him  and  also  secure  tenure, 
.^ince  professorships  are  life  positions. 


Pedagogy  at  the  German  Universities.  Several  German  uni- 
versities include  a  professorship  of  pedagogy  in  the  philosophical 
faculty.  According  to  Dr.  Wilhelm  Miinch,  the  subject  is  usually 
regarded  "only  as  a  sort  of  minor  division  in  the  department  of 
psychology,  although  several  other  sciences,  like  ethics,  political  sci- 
ence, and  the  history  of  civilization,  trench  on  that  subject  just  as 
much.'' 

This  statement  was  made  in  1911,  at  which  time  Dr.  Miinch  was 
holding  the  chair  of  pedagogy  in  the  University  of  Berlin.  The  fame 
ot  his  teaching  attracted  many  students,  and  gave  such  an  impulse  to 
the  subject  in  the  university  that  plans  were  formed  for  organizing 
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in  its  interest  a  special  seminar.  Munch  died  in  1912,  and  these 
plans  in  which  he  was  deeply  interested,  have  not  yet  gone  into  effect. 
At  the  same  time  a  pedagogical  seminar  on  a  grand  scale  was  pro- 
jected for  Halle  Universityy  and  thus  these  two  nniversities,  it  was 
expected,  would  be  placed  upon  the  same  plane  as  Jena  and  Leipzig, 
long  celebrated  for  such  provision.  At  both  Jena  and  Leipzig  the  his- 
tory of  education  has  received  great  attention;  indeed  it  is  generally 
nrged  against  the  (German  universities  which  make  provision  for 
P^&gogy,  that  it  is  treated  too  exclusively,  from  the  historical  side. 
At  Jena,  however,  the  treatment  is  very  comprehensive,  including 
principles  and  methods,  with  strong  emphasis  on  the  Herbartian 
theory.  The  prospectus  of  the  University  of  Berlin  announced  for 
the  summer  of  1912,  a  course  in  the  history  of  pedagogy  by  Dr. 
Benno  Erdmann,  who  is  well  known  for  his  expositions  of  philosophy 
and  experimental  psychology. 

The  University  of  Halle  in  its  announcement  for  the  winter  session 
ending  March  15,  1913,  comprises  a  pedagogical  seminar  including 
among  the  lectures  one  course  on  the  history  of  pedagogy,  a  course 
on  the  doctrines  of  Bousseau,  a  course  on  ethics,  one  on  school  hy- 
giene and  several  courses  on  the  methods  of  presenting  subjects; 
such  as  the  classical  drama,  the  technique  of  language,  etc. 

At  Konigsberg  the  philosophical  faculty  includes  a  professorship 
of  experimental  psychology  and  a  professorship  of  pedagogics.  The 
former  is  held  at  tihe  present  by  Dr.  Nariss  Ach,  whose  course  of  in- 
struction for  1912,  covered  the  history  of  the  newer  philosophies,  in* . 
eluding  Kant.  Necessarily  the  relation  of  these  philosophies  to  edu- 
cation was  considered.  The  second  professorship  was  held  by  Dr. 
Albert  Goedeckemeyer,  whose  course  for  1912,  included  the  history 
of  pedagogy  and  an  exposition  of  Kanfs  philosophical  doctrines.  The 
two  professors  named  conducted  a  philosophical  seminar  during  the 
•cholastic  year  1912-13. 


Expert  Opinions.  Dr.  Merchant,  Director  of  Technical  and  In- 
dustrial schools  of  Ontario,  who  has  recently  returned  from  a  tour  of 
investigation  in  Europe  makes  many  suggestive  comments  on  techni- 
cal education  in  the  countries  visited.  His  opinion  of  tiie  French  sys- 
tem confirms  that  of  other  authorities.  It  is  a  highly  specialized  sys- 
tem, and  in  the  free  technical  schools,  the  studente  are  picked  by  stiff" 
examinations  so  tiiat  onlv  those  showing  special  aptitudes  are  ad*- 
mitted. 

In  Ireland  Dr.  Me^rchant  found  the  most  suggestive  system  for  ap- 
plication to  small  municipalities  (districts).  In  that  country  classes- 
are  formed  and  instruction  given  by  traveling  instructors,  agriculture- 
being  the  chief  subject  of  study. 

ifeL .  A.  T.  s. 
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The  Laird  A  Lee*8  Webster's  New  Standard  American  Dictionaries  are 
entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  the  Webster's  International  Diction- 
aries, which  are  published  by  the  Q.  A  G.  Merriam  €k>mpan7  in  Spring- 
field, Mass.  The  Laird  A  Lee  series  are  published  in  Chicago,  111.  They 
are  based  directly  upon  Noah  Webster's  American  Dictionary  of  the 
English  Language.  They  bear  an  L.  A  L.  Shield  trade-mark,  by  which 
they  may  easily  be  distinguished  from  other  dictionaries.  The  bindings 
of  the  several  editions  are  uniform  and  wholly  unlike  those  of  other 
publishers'  dictionaries.  There  are  many  different  editions,  in  a  variely 
of  sizes  to  suit  all  needs  and  tastes.  The  illustrations  are  excellent  and 
numerous,  many  of  them  being  full  page  plates.  The  typography  is 
large  and  distinct.  The  publishers  have  been  at  work  for  many  years 
establishing  their  editions  of  Laird  A  Lee  Webster's  Dictionaries  and 
have  brought  them  to  a  high  point  of  excellence.  A  large  number  of 
them  are  in  use  in  the  schools  of  the  United  States.  The  prices  are  at- 
tractiye,  ranging  from  $5.00  for  the  large  Encyclopedic  Library  Edition 
of  1440  pages,  to  the  yest  pocket  ''Kaiser"  Dictionary  at  25  cents.  There 
is  a  ''De  Luxe  Bible  Paper"  edition,  size  5%  x  8  inches  in  flexible  leather 
at  $2.76,  for  high  school  use,  and  many  others. 

TEXTILES.  A  Handbook  for  the  Student  and  the  €k>nsumer.  By 
Mary  Schenck  Woolman,  B.  S.,  President  of  Women's  Educational  and  In- 
dustrial Union,  Boston,  acting  head  of  the  Department  of  Household  Eco- 
nomics, Simmons  €!ollege,  recently  professor  of  Domestic  Art  in  Teachers 
College,  and  Ellen  Beers  McQowan,  B.  S.,  Instructor  in  Household  Arts 
in  Teachers  €k>llege,  Columbia  University.  The  Macmillan  Company. 
Price  $2.00. 

A  beautifully  printed,  bound  and  illustrated  book  of  428  pages, — ^the 
result  of  twenty  years  experience  in  teaching  textiles  to  college  students. 
It  will  be  useful  in  the  classroom,  to  the  housewife,  the  salesman^ 
and  to  all  upon  whom  rests  the  responsibility  of  purchasing  clothing 
materials. 

CURRENT  ACTIVITIES  AND  INFULENCES  IN  EDUCATION.  A 
Report  Upon  Educational  Movements  Throughout  the  World.  Being  the 
Third  Volume  of  **The  Annals  of  Educational  Progress."  By  John  Palmer 
Garber,  Ph.  D.,  Associate  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Phila- 
delphia. Lippincott's  Educational  Series.  Edited  by  Martin  O.  Brum- 
baugh, A.  M.,  Ph.  D.      J.  B.  Lippincott  Company. 

Health  and  health  teaching,  developments  in  vocational  education, 
recreation  and  play,  treatment  of  defectives,  the  function  of  the  kinder- 
garten rural  schools,  tests  of  college  efficiency,  salaries  of  teachers,  social 
problems  such  as  the  "Camp  Fire  Qirls"  etc.,  are  among  the  subjects  sug^ 
gestively  discussed  in  this  370  page  volume. 
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ELEMENTS  OF  COMPOSITION.  For  Secondary  Schools.  By  Henry 
Seidel  Canby,  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  Yale  University  and  John  Baker 
Opdycke,  High  School  of  Commerce,  New  York  City.  The  MacmiUan 
Company.    Price  $1.00. 

The  plan  of  this  book  is  simple  and  yet  comprehensive, — ^to  show 
•The  Means  of  Composition**  **The  Ends  of  Composition"  and  to  give 
"Aids  to  Composition.**  Under  the  first  division  we  have  chapters  on  the 
isentence,  the  paragraph,  shaping  the  material,  etc.;  under  the  second, 
exposition,  arg^ument,  description,  narration,  the  story;  under  the  third 
letter-writing,  spelling,  capitalization,  punctuation,  proof  reading,  etc 
It  is  an  excellent  manual  for  class  room  use. 

COULTER'S  ELEMENTARY  STUDIES  IN  BOTANY.  By  John  M. 
Coulter,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.     D.  Appleton  and  Company.     Price  $1.30. 

The  basic  facts  of  botany  are  presented  without  undue  multiplicity 
of  details  and  with  a  minimum  of  terminology.  The  material  is  organ- 
ized in  an  evolutionary  order,  thus  causing  one  fact  to  suggest  another. 
The  facts  selected  are  those  deemed  most  essential  by  experts  at  Agri- 
cultural Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations.  The  scientific  and  the  practi- 
cal are  well-balanced  and  closely  ordinated.  The  illustrations  are  not 
•only  unusually  attractive  but  of  the  utmost  practical  value. 

VAN  TUYL'S  ESSENTIALS  OF  BUSINESS  ARITHMETIC.  By  George 
H.  Van  Tuyl,  Teacher  of  Business  Arithmetic,  High  School  of  Conmierce, 
New  York  City;  Author  of  Complete  Business  Arithmetic.  Cloth,  12  mo. 
272  pages.    Price,  70  cents.    American  Book  Company. 

This  new  book  presents  much  of  the  same  matter  which  appeared 
previously  in  the  author's  larger  volume.  Thus  it  starts  with  a  decided 
advantage,  because  this  material  has  successfully  stood  the  test  of 
actual  use  and  has  been  found  to  be  right.  Some  modifications,  have, 
however,  been  made,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  eliminating  the  more  diffi- 
cult parts  and  problems  of  the  subjects  retained,  and  making  the  work 
more  practical.  Some  of  the  more  advanced  topics  have  been  omitted. 
The  new  topics  include  tallying,  estimating,  farm  problems,  domestic 
parcel  post,  and  a  comparison  of  conmnon  food  products  accompanied  by 
a  series  of  exercises  to  determine  the  value  of  given  foods,  as  tissue 
builders  and  as  energy  producers.  .  Additional  suggestions  and  problems 
are  given  for  rapid  calculations  and  drill  in  fundamental  operations.  The 
course  is  characterized  by  clear  and  full  explanations,  pi^actical  prob- 
lems, short  methods  <yt  solution,  numerous  exercises  for  drills  and  re- 
views, and  an  interesting  and  rational  treatment. 

AT  THE  OPEN  DOOR.  By  Louise  Robinson,  First  Assistant  in 
charge,  Louisa  M.  Alcott  School,  Boston.  Illustrated  by  Clara  E.  At- 
wood.    Silver,  Burdett  A  Co. 

A  charming  second  reader  full  of  attractive  illustrations  and  reading 
matter  of  real  literary  value,  yet  simple  and  expressive  of  a  child's  ex- 
periences and  adapted  to  his  capabilities. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Book  Notices  337 


STORIES  OF  OUR  HOLIDAYS.  By  Isabel  M.  Horsford,  Teacher  in 
WiUiam  E.  Endicott  School,  Boston,  Mass.    Silver,  Burdett  A  Company. 

A  happy  thought,  which  presents  in  large  type  the  essential  thought 
of  our  priiicipal  holidays  so  that  the  children  who  have  just  learned  to 
read  can  get  from  a  real  book  a  good  idea  of  the  real  meaning  of  Labor 
Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Fourth  of  July,  and  all 
the  rest. 

MY  CHURCH.    By  Rev.  Louis  G.  Hoeck.    The  Nunc  Licet  Press. 

A  profitable  little  volume  showing  the  claims  of  the  church  on  every 
person,  the  reasons  why  we  should  go  to  church,  the  sense  in  which  we 
can  use  the  term  "my  chiirch'*,  etc.  It  is  written  from  the  Swedenborgian 
standpoint. 

ENGLISH  PROSE.  A  series  of  Related  Essays  for  the  Discussion  and 
Practice  of  the  Art  of  Writing.  Selected  and  edited  by  Frederick  Wm. 
Roe,  Ph.  D.  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  George  Roy  Elliott,  Ph.  D. 
of  Bowdoin  College.    Longmans,  Green  &  Company.    Price  $1.50. 

The  selections  in  this  volume  are  so  grouped  as  to  represent  all  the 
great  human  interests,  beginning  with  character  and  personality  and  in- 
cluding education,  recreation  and  travel,  social  life  and  manners,  public 
afFairs,  science,  nature,  conduct  and  inner  life,  literature  and  art.  The 
book  is  intended  particularly  for  college  classes  which  are  studying  the 
art  of  composition  and  will  be  valuable  as  models  of  the  best  English 
prose. 

COULTER'S  PLANT  LIFE  AND  PLANT  USES.  By  John  Gaylord 
Coulter,  Ph.  D.  Cloth,  12  mo.  480  pages,  illustrated.  Price  $1.20.  Ameri- 
can Book  Company.  * 

A  high  school  book  about  the  fundamentals  of  plant  life  and  about 
the  relation  between  plants  and  man.  It  aims  to  present  only  those  large 
facts  about  plants  which  form  the  present  basis  of  the  science  of  botany, 
and  which  are  essential  to  every  high  school  botanist.  In  so  far  as  is  possi- 
ble, plant  life  is  presented  in  terms  of  its  largest  relation  to  life,  but 
the  treatment  has  in  view  preparation  for  life  in  general,  and  not  prepa- 
ration for  any  particular  kind  of  calling.  The  subject  matter  has  been 
presented  in  an  interesting  manner  and  in  as  simple  a  way  as  possible; 
scientific  words,  where  first  used,  are  interpreted  by  simple  English  equiv- 
alents.   The  illustrations  are  abundant  and  excellent. 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  By  Henry  Eldridge  Bourne 
and  Elbert  Jay  Benton,  Professor  of  History  in  Western  Reserve  Univer- 
sity.   D.  C.  Heath  &  Comi)any. 

A  valuable  text-book  for  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  Its  use  will 
naturally  follow  that  of  the  Introductory  American  History  by  the  same 
authors  and  publishers, —  the  two  books  making  probably  the  most  sat- 
isfactory texts  on  the  subject  for  school  use  that  have  yet  been  published. 
We  understand  that  they  are  being  widely  adopted. 
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PKINCIPLES  AND  METHODS  OF  THE  TEACHING  OF  GEOGRAPHY. 
By  Frederick  L.  Holtz,  A.  M.,  Head  of  Department  of  Geography  and 
Nature  Study,  Brooklyn  Training  School  for  Teachers,  New  York  City; 
author  of  "Nature-Study  Manual."    The  Macmillan  Company.  Price  $1.10. 

A  Taluable  book  for  experienced  teachers  and  for  those  in  training  to 
become  such.  It  should  materially  help  toward  making  this  subject  what 
it  should  be  but  is  not^ — the  most  interesting  branch  of  the  common 
school  curriculimi. 

A  HANDBOOK  OF  THE  PEOPLE'S  HEALTH.  A  Text-Book  of  Sani- 
tation and  Hygiene  for  the  use  of  schools.  By  Walter  Moore  Coleman« 
Illustrated  by  Betta  Carroll,  Alfred  Seller  and  with  photographs.  The 
Macmillan  Company.    Price  $.70. 

The  book  which  should  be  in  use  in  every  school  of  the  land  **pro 
bono  puhHcoJ*  It  is  a  new  departure  in  the  school  book  line  and  will 
meet  with  the  general  approval  of  the  public 

SIGHT  READING  IN  iIaTIN.  For  the  Second  Year.  By  Hiram  H. 
Bice,  Head  of  the  Department  of  Latin,  DeWitt  Clinton  High  School* 
New  York  City.    Ginn  &  Company.    Price  60  cents. 

Each  exercise  is  complete  and,  in  order  that  it  may  be  used  without 
previous  preparation,  it  is  provided  with  notes  and  vocabulary.  There  are 
other  helps,  such  as  references  to  grammars,  drills  in  inflections,  rules  of 
composition,  etc.  The  plan  of  the  book,  however,  is  so  flexible  that 
teachers  may  use  many  or  few  of  these  helps.  The  selection  of  stories 
and  the  progressiveness  of  the  exercises  makes  sight  reading  in  this 
volume  an  interesting  study. 

0 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  RURAL  SCHOOL.  By  J.  D.  Eggleston,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute  and  Robert  W.  Brudre.  illus- 
trated.   Harper  and  Brothers.    Price  $1.10. 

"The  Work  of  the  Rural  School"  is  the  outcome  of  years  of  observa- 
tion and  practical  experience.  It  includes  the  results  of  personal 
studies  made  in  Indiana,  Iowa,  Ohio,^  and  other  states  of  the  Mid- 
dle West;  in  Virginia  and  other  Southern  States;  in  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, Pennsylvania,  and  other  Eastern  States,  while  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  author  has  reached  practically  every  state  in  the  Union, 
from  Maine  to  California  and  Oregon. 

In  the  opinion  of  competent  critics  this  is  the  most  comprehensive  and 
constructive  book  on  the  subject. 

ELEMENTS  OF  DEBATING.  A  Manual  for  Use  in  High  Schools  and 
Academies.  By  Leverett  S.  Lyon,  Head  of  the  Department  of  Civic  Sci- 
ence in  the  Joliet  Township  High  School.  The  University  of  Chicago  Press. 
Price  $1.00. 

And  admirable  manual,  that  will  be  helpful  to  the  many  students  in 
college  and  high  school  who  vdsh  to  fit  themselves  for  public  speaking. 
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FABM  LIFE  EEADEBS.  Book  Five.  By  Lawton  B.  Evans,  A.  IL, 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  Bichmond  County  and  the  City  of  Angnsta, 
Georgia;  Luther  N.  Duncan,  M.  S.,  Professor  of  School  Agriculture,  Ala- 
bama Polytechnic  Institute  and  Special  Agent  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture;  George  W.  Duncan,  M.  S.,  formerly  Principal  Public 
Schools,  Florence  and  Auburp,  Alabama.    Silver,  Burdett  A  Co. 

A  happy  thought  to  teach  agriculture  by  indirection  by  means  of 
a  set  of  supplementary  readers  descriptive  of  farm  life  and  its  practical 
problems. 

A  TEXT  BOOK  OF  DOMESTIC  SCIENCE.  For  High  Schools.  By 
Matilda  G.  Campbell,  Instructor  in  Home  Economies,  Jesup  W.  Scott  High 
School,  Toledo,  Ohio,  Lecturer  on  Home  Economies,  University  of  Cali- 
fornia Summer  School,  1911.    The  Macmillan  Company.    Price  $.90. 

Combines  the  elements  of  a  text-book  or  laboratory  manual  for  the 
school  and  a  practical  cook  book  for  the  home.  The  subject-matter  deals 
largely  with  food  and  nutrition.  There  is  an  increasing  demand  for 
books  of  this  kind  as  Domestic  Science  grows  in  popular  favor  as  a 
branch  of  the  school  curriculum.  The  subject  of  foods  is  fully  treated 
here  and  the  book  will  find  a  wide  field  of  usefulness. 

GRUSS  AUS  DEUTSCHLAND.  A  Beader  for  Beginners  in  High 
School  and  College.  By  C.  H.  Holzwarth,  Ph.  D.,  Instructor  in  German, 
Smith  College.    D.  C.  Heath  A  Co.    Price  $.90. 

Very  attractive  in  its  make-up,  large  clear  type,  excellent  illustra- 
tions, valuable  notes,  vocabulary,  etc. 

SCHOOL  ETHICS.  By  Eleanor  Marchbanks.  With  Selections  for 
Beading.    The  Four  Seas  Company.    Price,  $1.25  net. 

A  teacher  who  has  by  long  experience  discovered  simple  but  effective 
methods  of  providing  moral  training  v^thout  disrupting  the  present  rou- 
tine of  secondary  education,  has  described  her  work  in  this  helpful  and 
readable  book.  She  has  found  the  use  of  selections  for  reading  remark- 
ably effective  in  illustrating  the  truths  a  teacher  is  trying  to  demon- 
strate and  has  therefore  included  many  new  and  little  known  selections 
which  will  prove  a  boon  to  teachers  and  parents  alike.  If  one  has  the 
training  of  children  in  his  care,  he  will  find  this  book  not  only  an  in- 
spiration to  higher  ideals  of  teaching,  but  also  a  direct  aid  in  his  daily 
work. 

PROBLEMS  OF  EDUCATIONAL  READJUSTMENT.  By  David  Sned- 
den.  Ph.  D.,  Commissioner  of  Education,  Mass.  Houghton  MifOin  Com- 
pany. 

This  is  a  well  vnrought  out  argument  for  a  more  efficient  administra- 
tion of  our  public  schools,  by  an  exceptionally  well  qualified  educator. 
Some  of  the  leading  educational  problems  of  the  day  are  discussed  in  a 
straightforward  logical  manner.  The  author  calls  for  a  further  discus- 
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sion  of  these  problems  to  provoke  which  is  one  object  of  his  book.  One 
of  the  most  interesting  chapters  bears  the  caption  **Why  Study  History?" 
Another  is  on  **The  Opportunity  of  the  Small  High  School";  another  on 
"Debatable  Issues  in  Vocational  Education."  This  volume  should  be 
read  by  live,  growing  teachers  everywhere.  It  is  stimulating  and  instruc- 
tive. 

SHELTER  AND  CLOTHING.  A  Text-book  in  the  Household  Arts. 
By  Helen  Kinne,  Professor  of  Household  Arts,  Education;  and  Anna  M. 
Ck>oley,  B.  S.,  Assistant  Professor  of  Household  Arts  Education,  Teachers 
College,  Columbia  University.    The  Macmillan  Company.  Price  $1.10. 

This  is  an  excellent  class  room  manual  for  high  and  normal  school 
girls  and  for  all  who  wish  to  become  successful  home  makers.  The  scope 
of  the  work  is  broader  than  mere  matters  of  cooking  and  sewing.  It 
includes  the  organization,  management,  care,  repair  and  decoration  of  the 
home,  home  sanitation,  etc.  There  are  nimierous  and  valuable  illustra- 
tions. 

FAMOUS  FRONTIERSMEN,  and  Heroes  of  the  Border.  Their  adven- 
turous lives  and  stirring  experiences  in  Pioneer  days.  By  Charles  H.  L. 
Johnston.    Illustrated.    L.  C.  Page  A  Company. 

A  splendid  book  for  boys,  especially  for  "boy  scouts."  It  tells  the 
life  stories  and  thrilling  adventures  of  many  famous  pioneers  and  woods- 
men of  early  American  years  as  well  as  of  more  recent  times  in  the  far 
west.  A  book  that  every  boy  young  or  old,  will  thoroughly  like  and  from 
which  he  will  imbibe  a  manly  spirit. 

Periodical  Notes. 

In  the  AOanHo  MomihlM  for  Deoember,  Abraham  Mltrie  RtbbAny  oootlDaflS  the  InteiMt- 
ing  stonr  of  his  erolaaon  from  a  Syrian  peasant  to  his  ministry  in  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant Unitarian  pulpits. 

**  Trappers  of  Men  "  is  a  short  series  of  articles  began  in  the  Deoember  IAppinc€tt*$ 
MoQasHMf  and  to  appear  lo  conBecntive  numbers.  They  will  describe  various  ingenfoos 
swindles  by  which  the  unwary  and  their  money  are  soon  parted.  The  author,  Samuel  Soo- 
ville.  Jr.,  isa  prominent  lawyer  whose  profession  has  brought  him  into  contact  with  a 
number  of  these  trappers  of  men  to  their  infinite  regret. 

Notable  reading  in  the  North  American  Review  for  December  Is  to  be  found  on  every 
page,  but  the  literary  contributions  are  especially  noteworthy.  Florence  Leftwtch  erives  a 
fine  appreciation  of  "  George  Sands,"  and  William  Dean  HoweUs  writes  on  **  Cliarles  Bitot 
Norton:  A  Reminiscence." 

**  Stand  Up  Straight  and  get  the  full  Horsepower  out  of  your  Human  Machine  *'  says 
an  article  in  the  December  13th  issue  of  the  Journal  of  the  Jmerioan  JtfMNool  Aiaociatian, 
The  paper  is  well  worth  reading  and  heeding. 
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Roman  National  Characteristics 

By  John  E.  Graneud,  University  of  Minnesota, 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

HE  study  of  the  character  of  nations,  as  well  as  of 
individuals,  has  an  abiding  interest,  and  it  is  ab- 
solutely essential  in  understanding  their  destinies 
and  appreciating  their  influence  on  civilization. 
This  is  especially  true  in  the  case  of  the  great  im- 
perial nation  of  the  western  world  two  thousand 
years  ago. 

I.       PHYSICAL  qualities. 

The  Komans  had  dark  hair  aivi  eyes,  a  dark  complexion,  regu- 
lar and  delicately  cut  features,  and  a  good  expression.  They  were 
well-proportioned  and  compact  of  limb,  but  of  short  stature.  Their 
bearing  was  dignified  without  being  stiff,  and  their  movements 
were  easy  and  graceful.  As  statues  and  reliefs  indicate,  they 
were  a  handsome  race.  On  account  of  their  small  size  they  were 
at  first  an  object  of  ridicule  to  Gauls  and  Germans.  The  defenders 
of  Atuatuca,  for  example,  shouted  in  derision  to  the  Koman  be- 
siegers, "How  can  you  little  fellows  place  such  a  heavy  tower  on 
the  wall  V^  Physically,  as  well  as  enthnologically,  the  Romans 
were  quite  akin  to  the  present  centiral  Italians, — ^the  northern  and 
southern  Italians  are  more  mixed  in  race.  Perhaps  a  hi^  school 
teacher  was  correct  when  she  told  her  class :  "If  you  wish  to  get  a 
good  idea  of  the  Romans,  just  look  at  the  Italian  street  peddlers." 
That  is  true  enough,  if  you  desire  to  realize  how  the  ancient  ven- 
dors of  roasted  chickpeas  appeared.    In  case  you  should  choose  to 
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secure  a  glimpse  of  ancient  senatorial  dignity,  notice  and  observe 
Italian  noblemen  and  cardinals. 

In  brute  physical  strength  the  Eomans  were  inferior  to  both 
the  Gauls  and  the  Germans,  but  in  skill  and  quickness,  in  vigor 
and  endurance  they  were  superior.  They  were  expert  fencers, 
and  their  swords  were  fashioned  for  thrusting  rather  than  cutting. 
The  open  and  flexible  formation  of  the  legion  was  intended  to 
afford  each  soldier  free  play.  In  this  way  the  Romans  enjoyed  an 
important  advantage,  since  ancient  battles  consisted  chiefly  of 
hand-to-hand  encounters.  In  energy  and  endurance  they  sur- 
passed all  their  rivals  for  empire.  To  illustrate  this  characteristic, 
we  may  mention  the  fact  that  each  soldier  was  expected  to  carry 
provisions  and  equipment  weighing  as  much  as  43  poimds  avoirdu- 
pois (60  Roman  lbs.)  in  marching  15-18  miles  a  day,  sometimes 
twice  that  distance.  Every  afternoon  or  evening  a  most  laborious 
task  remained :  an  army  of  ca.  20,000  men  was  required  to  pitch 
an  elaborate  camp  almost  two  miles  in  circuit  and  fortify  it  with 
a  ditch  12-16  feet  wide  and  7-9  feet  deep  and  with  a  rampart 
constructed  of  the  earth  excavated  and  protected  with  palisades  on 
top.  The  Romans  were  probably  the  only  people  that  ever  made 
use  of  such  camps  over  night.  We  may  note  a  similar  energy  in 
their  intensive  agriculture,  which  they  originally  carried  on  with 
the  help  of  only  a  few  slaves.  In  fact  the  intensive  cultivation 
decreased  as  the  employment  of  slaves  increased. 

They  had  strong,  elastic  constitutions  and  excellent  health. 
While  the  French  have  died  by  the  thousand  in  Algiers,  and  fevers 
have  thinned  the  ranks  of  the  British  in  the  East  and  West  Indies, 
the  Romans,  in  spite  of  comparatively  poor  food,  clothing,  and 
sanitation,  could  without  much  sickness  ford  the  rivers  of  northern 
Gaul  and  of  Britain,  and  traverse  the  sands  of  Tunis  or  the  val- 
ley of  the  Euphrates.  In  the  same  way  the  Italians  in  Napoleon's 
Russian  campaign  suffered  less  from  the  cold  than  the  G^n^anB. 

We  might  readily  suppose  that  this  military  race  possessed 
superabundant  physical  courage,  but  it  did  not.  The  Romans 
were  scarcely  as  brave  as  their  kinsmen,  the  Samnites,  and  ihey 
had  none  of  the  reckless  daring  of  the  Gauls  or  the  French.  They 
were  less  bold  also  than  the  Germans.  The  great  Marius  consid- 
ered it  advisable  to  keep  his  soldiers  in  camp  when  the  Teutons  and 
their  allies  marched  past  in  endless  files  and  asked,  if  the  Romans- 
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had  any  commissions  for  their  wives  in  Rome.  Every  Latin  stu- 
dent has  read,  but  perhaps  not  appreciated  the  humor  of,  the 
chapter  where  Caesar  relates  how  in  particular  the  Roman  dandies, 
who  were  incidentally  officers,  bewailed  their  fate,  wept  copiously 
in  secret  if  possible,  and  made  their  last  will  and  testament, — 
all  because  of  the  terrible  Germans.  There  seems  to  have  been  no 
similar  anticipatory  panic  among  the  Teutons,  or  the  Oimbri,  or 
the  other  Germans.  However,  advance  in  civilization  apparently 
does  not  develop  physical  courage.  In  spite  of  this  deficiency  the 
Romans  conquered  by  force  of  intellect  and  will. 

II.       INTELLECTUAL  QUALITIES. 

The  Romans  were  richly  endowed  in  intellect.  They  possessed 
great  mental  alertness  and  vigor  as  well  as  physical.  They  had  the 
brains,  the  earnestness,  and  judgment  to  solve  many  a  Imotty  po- 
litical problem,  to  face  many  a  difficult  situation,  and  to  deal 
successfully  with  many  an  intractable  subject  nation.  Ordinary 
senators,  not  to  mention  Cato  the  elder,  Varro,  or  Cicero,  were  able 
to  perform  an  immense  amount  of  work  and  engaged  with  great 
versatility  in  a  number  of  diverse  occupations.  Every  American 
considers  himself  competent  to  edit  a  newspaper,  manage  a  bank, 
or  hold  almost  any  office.  With  equal  self-confidence  many  a  Ro- 
man was  by  turns  a  farmer,  a  statesman,  a  lawyer,  a  financier,  a 
commander-in-chief,  and  a  provincial  governor.  Incidentally  he 
might  be  also  an  author.  After  a  discussion  of  moderate  length 
the  senators  decided  almost  aff-hand  very  intricate  and  important 
political  and  administrative  questions,  and,  if  selfirfi  motives  did 
not  prevent,  they  decided  them  right.  But  then  fathers  and  sons 
had  been  trained  in  unbroken  succession  for  generations. 

The  Romans  were  intensely  practical  and  utilitarian  in  aims 
and  methods.  They  considered  the  military  profession  the  first, 
that  of  statesman  second,  of  lawyer  third,  next  perhaps  those  of  the 
farmer  and  merchant,  and  last  the  literary,  scientific,  and  artistic 
occupations.  In  Republican  times  no  Roman  of  any  social  stand- 
ing waB  a  professional  teacher,  philosopher,  physician,  or  actor. 
They  esteemed  tibe  military  and  political  professiona  so  highly  m 
a  large  measure  because  war  and  politics  afforded  excelleikt  oj»- 
portunities  tp  beooiae  rich  as  well  as  famooa.  Even  as  late  as  the 
laat  century  B.  C.  we  find  that  Oioeeo  is  omtiiiuiaUy  »akkig  ajpol^ 
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gies  for  being  engaged  in  literary  pursuits^ — ^for  composing  worka 
on  rhetoric,  political  science,  and  philosophy.  When  Ovid  desired 
to  devote  himself  to  poetry,  his  father  objected  with  the  very  perti- 
nent and  modem  remark  that  even  Homer  had  died  poor.  The 
declaration  of  the  famous  naturalist  Agassiz  that  he  did  not  have 
time  to  make  money  was  strictly  un-Boman  as  well  as  un-American* 

We  are  familiar  with  the  fact  that  impoverished  European  no- 
blemen come  to  this  country  and  confer  a  title  in  exchange  for 
good  American  dollars,  incidentally  taking  a  transient  American 
wife.  The  Eoman  noblemen  of  the  best  period  were  thrifty  and 
rich.  Cato  the  censor,  the  model  old  Roman,  praised  highly  the 
occupation  of  farming,  then  on  the  side  made  money  in  the  slave- 
trade,  and  Atticus,  the  hi^y  cultured  kni^t  and  friend  of  almost 
every  eminent  Roman  of  his  time,  on  the  quiet  made  money  on 
gladiators.  So  at  present  very  respectable  American  luminaries 
make  profits  on  white  and  red  light  districts.  The  noble  patriot 
Marcus  Junius  Brutus,  who,  Shakespeare  implies,  did  not  have 
an  itching  palm,  was  so  modem  that  he  clemanded  ca.  48%  interest 
of  the  Salaminians  on  Cyprus  and  tried  to  secure  as  a  collector 
a  man  who  had  proven  his  eflSciency  by  starving  to  death  five  of 
their  senators. 

The  Romans  kept  their  accounts  in  splendid  shape,  making 
use  of  a  day  book,  a  journal,  and,  especially  in  banks,  a  ledger. 
The  practice  seems  to  have  continued  down  to  the  third  century 
A.  D.  Negligent  and  incomplete  private  accoimts  were  a  dis- 
grace, as  we  see  in  the  case  of  Verres  in  Sicily. 

The  Romans  were  not  only  the  governors  of  the  western  world, 
but  also  the  leading  financiers  and  merchants.  Rome  was  the 
capital  in  finance  and  commerce  as  well  as  in  law  and  politics. 

We  note  the  same  practical  trait  in  the  public  architecture: 
there  were  comparatively  few  and  inexpensive  structures  for  mere 
ornament  or  commemoration,  but  numerous  and  costly  roads  and 
bridges,  aqueducts,  baths,  theatres  and  amphitheatres.  In  sculp- 
ture they  preferred  and  developed  the  practical  lines  of  portrait- 
ure and  reliefs.  In  literature  they  distinguished  themselves  in 
oratory  and  law,  in  biographic  history,  and  didactic  and  satiric 
poetry. 

In  such  a  materialistic  environment,  where  literature  and  art 
seldom  afforded  anything  better  than  a  parasitic  existence,  many 
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a  future  artist  of  talent  no  doubt  relinquished  his  true  vocation, 
and  many  a  promising  literary  man  engaged  in  some  bread-and- 
butter  occupation, — to  the  irreparable  loss  of  Roman  art  and 
letters. 

The  Romans  were  preeminently  an  intellectual,  not  an  emo- 
tional, people.  They  were  progressive  in  a  slow  but  consistent 
way  and  resembled  in  this  respect  the  English  nation.  In  the 
course  of  centuries  they  made  immense  progress  in  politics  and 
law,  in  military  affairs,  in  agriculture,  and  architecture.  Cicero 
was  proud  of  the  fact  that  the  constitution  of  Rome  was  not  the 
work  of  any  one  man,  or  even  of  one  generation,  but  was  the 
joint  production  of  the  best  minds  of  many  generations.  At  the 
close  of  the  republic  Caesar  introduced  an  element  of  oriental 
despotism,  which  ended  all  organic  growth  of  the  central  legis- 
lative and  executive  government,  but  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, of  finance,  and  of  the  provinces  continued  to  develop,  and  the 
Ronxan  law  kept  on  improving  for  600  years  more. 

Sallust  noted  the  very  important  trait  that  his  countrymen  were 
willing  to  borrow  whatever  was  good,  even  from  their  enemies, 
and  that  they  improved  whatever  they  selected.  They  adopted, 
for  example,  their  national  spear  from  the  Etruscans,  their  shield 
from  the  Samnites,  and  their  sword  from  the  Spaniards.  At 
the  same  time  they  perfected  their  military  organization  so  that 
the  legion  was  the  most  efficient  military  formation  in  antiquity. 

The  practice  of  introducing  new  plants — often  supposed  to  be 
very  modem — ^flourished  in  the  valley  of  the  Euphrates  many 
centuries  before  Christ,  and  was  not  unknown  in  Italy.  The 
olive  and  the  vine  had  been  acclimatized  in  very  early  times,  and 
Italy  produced  the  best  oil  and  also  in  the  first  century  after 
Christ  two-thirds  of  all  the  best  varieties  of  wine.  Hemp,  the 
Persian  peach  tree,  the  walnut,  an  Egyptian  plum  tree,  and  many 
others  were  introduced.  Also,  for  instance,  tame  pigeons,  pea- 
cocks, and  guinea  fowl.  The  silkworm  was  secured  from  the 
East  during  the  empire,  and  another  species  was  not  imported 
until  last  century. 

In  architecture  they  possibly  learned  of  the  Etruscans  the  use 
of  the  stone  arch.  They  were,  however,  the  first  to  understand 
the  practical  possibilities  of  the  arch  principle,  to  construct 
arches,  vaults,  and  domes  of  different  important  types  and  on  a 
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grand  scale  which  was  not  equalled  again  for  a  thousand  years. 
They  also  employed  these  structures  in  the  most  extensive 
manner. 

In  politics,  literature,  science,  and  art  they  borrowed  very 
freely  the  products  of  earlier  civilizations,  especially  the  Ghreek, 
but  frequently  gave  them  a  new  form  and  adapted  them  to  the 
use  of  western  nations. 

The  Komans  were  as  broad-minded  in  regard  to  nationalities 
as  in  respect  to  things.  They  were  the  most  cosmopolitan  imperial 
race  in  history,  and  this  characteristic  undoubtedly  contributed 
to  their  marvelous  success.  The  original  population  of  Kome  is 
supposed  to  have  consisted  of  representatives  of  several  nationali- 
ties, and  it  is  in  accordance  with  this  view  that  in  early  times  a 
very  liberal  policy  was  adopted  in  granting  citizenship  to  subject 
oonmiimities  and  in  permitting  colonists  to  enjoy  it  in  a  large 
measure.  After  the  first  Punic  war,  on  the  other  hand,  a  selfish 
policy  was  inaugurated  and  led  to  the  war  with  the  Italian  allies 
in  90-88  B.  C.  Thenceforth  liberal  measures  prevailed  and 
ended  with  the  edict  of  Caracalla  in  212  A.  D.,  by  which  all  free- 
men of  the  empire  were  made  Roman  citizens.  The  privilege 
of  holding  office  was  extended  in  a  similar  manner.  From  Numa 
Pompilius,  the  reputed  Sabine  king,  to  Diocletian,  a  native  of 
Dalmatia,  even  the  highest  offices  were  open  to  able  and  adroit 
men  of  other  nationalities  than  the  Roman.  Not  to  mention  the 
Sabines,  Etruscans  and  Gauls  in  Italy,  Spaniards  and  transalpine 
Gauls  were  admitted  to  the  highest  civil  and  military  offices  dur- 
ing the  early  empire.  Perhaps  two  Spaniards  who  were  natur- 
alized Roman  citizens  were  the  first  to  gain  high  distinctions. 
Lucius  Cornelius  Balbus  major  became  consul  in  40  B.  C,  and 
Balbus  minor  was  consul  in  32  B.  C,  served  as  proconsul  of 
the  province  of  Africa,  celebrated  a  triumph,  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  exclusive  college  of  pontiffs.  Their  coimtrymen,  Sen- 
eca, the  philosopher,  and  Quintilian,  the  first  official  rhetorician, 
attained  the  consulship,  and  Trajan  and  Theodosius  the  great 
were  two  of  the  best  and  most  famous  of  Roman  emperors.  Great- 
grandsons  of  those  who  besieged  Caesar  for  a  short  time  at  Alesia 
may  have  commanded  Roman  legions,  governed  provinces,  and 
sat  in  the  senate.  The  Aquitanian  C.  Julius  Vindex,  for  ex- 
ample, was  propraetor  of  Gallia  Celtica,  and  Gna€^  Julius  Agri- 
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cola,  the  father-in-law  of  Tacitus,  was  made  a  patrician  and  pon- 
tiff, and  governor  first  of  Aquitania  and  later  of  Britain.  Some 
eastern  nations  were  not  treated  with  the  same  liberality:  Egypt 
was  made  a  province  in  30  B,  C,  tut  only  one  Egyptian  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  senate  in  the  course  of  more  than  200  years.  Of 
the  later  emperors,  Septimius  Severus  was  a  native  of  Africa, 
Philip  was  an  Arabian,  and  Decius  and  others  were  of  Ulyrian 
stock.  The  Roman  Catholic  Church  has  adopted  this  cosmopoli- 
tan policy  to  a  large  extent,  and  thereby  greatly  enhanced  its 
success  and  power. 

In  the  same  liberal  spirit  the  Eomans  granted  local  self-govern- 
ment to  most  of  the  numerous  cities  and  towns  of  the  empire, 
which  was  the  next  best  thing  to  representative  government.  Fur- 
thermore, they  erected  extensive  and  useful  public  works  through- 
out the  empire  and  bound  the  various  territories  together  by 
means  of  ca.  47,000  miles  of  excellent  highways, — the  best  in 
history  till  the  age  of  steam. 

One  of  the  fundamental  characteristics  of  the  ancient  western 
world  was  its  division 'into  innumerable  small,  narrow-minded, 
and  exclusive  nationalities,  or  even  tribes  and  communities.  As 
the  representatives  of  cosmopolitanism  the  Romans  in  the  course 
of  centuries  removed  the  local  barriers  of  law  and  prejudice  and 
effaced  the  petty  nationalities.  They  established  one  central 
government,  one  supreme  law,  the  Roman  code,  and,  to  an  un- 
precedented extent,  equality  before  the  law.  Gradually  the  Latin 
language  superseded  every  other  tongue  from  Portugal  to  Pan- 
nonia,  from  Brittany  to  Morocco,  and  was  employed  by  the  oflScial 
classes  also  in  the  HeUenic  East.  Political  liberty  was  lost,  but 
they  maintained  freedom  of  thought  and  speech  to  a  large  extent^ 
religious  tolerance  with  the  two  very  important  exceptions  of 
Christianity  and  Druidism,  and  finally  freedom  in  commerce 
and  industry. 

The  free  and  extensive  intellectual  and  economic  intercourse 
tended  to  break  down  also  the  barriers  between  different  classes 
in  society  and  to  prevent  social  stagnation  into  an  oriental  caste 
system.  A  democratic  principle  of  the  Roman  constitution  con- 
tributed to  the  same  result:  the  fact  that  from  Servius  Tullius, 
the  alleged  son  of  a  slave,  to  Diocletian,  the  reputed  son  of  a 
freedman,  men  of  almost  all  classes  and  occupations  could  atr 
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tain  the  highest  offices  in  the  state.  Gains  Terentius  Varro,  the 
commander  at  Cannae,  was  said  to  be  the  son  of  a  butcher,  the 
famous  Gains  Marius  was  perhaps  a  farm  laborer,  and  Ventidius 
Bassus  in  early  life  graced  a  triumph  as  a  captive,  in  later  years 
he  was  elected  consul  and  celebrated  a  triumph.  When  the  sol- 
diers of  the  empire  elected  emperors,  they  naturally  paid  no  great 
attention  to  previous  condition  or  to  nationality.  Such  promotion 
from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  rank  frequently  secured  to  the  state 
the  invaluable  services  of  able  men  of  low  degree,  and  occasion- 
ally opened  the  way  to  demagogues  and  traitors. 

The  obliteration  of  nationalities  and  the  partial  equalization  of 
classes  enabled  the  Eomans  first  to  disseminate  the  Greco-Eoman 
civilization  and  afterwards  to  spread  the  Christian  religion  over 
an  area  large  enough  to  ensure  their  preservation  after  the  in- 
roads of  barbaric  races. 

There  is  a  general  impression  that  the  Bomans,  the  governors 
of  the  world,  always  were  becomingly  solemn  and  dignified.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  they  resembled  the  modern  Italians,  and  were 
witty,  humorous,  and  satirical.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  be- 
ginnings of  Eoman  dramatic  literature  consisted  of  rude  songs 
and  farces  which  depended  for  effect  entirely  on  repartee  ,and 
coarse  humor.  As  practical  men  often  do,  they  preferred  comedy 
to  tragedy,  and  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  twenty-six  comedies  of 
the  republic  have  survived,  but  not  a  single  tragedy.  They  in- 
vented satire  as  a  branch  of  literature,  and  Horace  remains  un- 
surpassed in  felicitous  raillery  as  Juvenal  in  caustic  invective. 
There  is  a  large  vein  of  satire  also  in  other  departments  of  Ro- 
man literature.  The  two  greatest  writers  on  oratory,  Cicero  and 
Quintilian,  devoted  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  effective 
use  of  wit  and  humor.  They  had  both  practised  law  for  years 
and  spoke  from  personal  experience.  The  soldiers  were  allowed 
to  indulge  in  coarse  personalities,  while  marching  in  the  trium- 
phal processions,  guests  enjoyed  the  same  license  at  weddings, 
and  there  was  an  element  of  grotesque  humor  even  at  the  grand 
state  funerals.  The  numerous  satirical  nicknames  reveal  the 
same  characteristic,  for  example,  Longus,  Mr.  Long,  Capito,  Mr. 
Head,  Naso,  Mr.  Nose. 

When  Agricola  had  performed  his  official  functions  as  governor 
of  Aquitania,  he  made  no  further  display  of  his  authority  accord- 
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ing  to  Tacitus.  He  was  probably  no  exception,  as  the  Eomans 
were  quite  willing  to  relax  or  even  engage  in  Lorse-play.  Catu- 
lus,  whose  name  may  also  mean  puppy,  was  delivering  a  speech 
one  day,  when  L.  Marcius  Philippus  exclaimed,  ^'Why  are  you 
barking,  Catulus  V^  The  latter,  no  doubt  looking  at  him,  replied, 
"Because  I  see  a  thief/'  Pomponius  was  showing  a  wound  in  his 
face,  which  he  boasted  he  had  suffered  while  fighting  for  Gains 
Caesar,  but  the  latter  remarked,  "Ton  should  never  look  back  in 
running  away."  A  lady  said  that  she  was  thirty  years  old.  "It 
is  true",  Cicero  assented,  "for  I  have  heard  it  these  twenty 
years."  Vatinius  was  suffering  from  gout,  which  was«not  con- 
sidered a  reputable  disease,  he  wished  to  appear  to  enjoy  better 
health,  and  said  he  already  walked  about  two  miles  a  day.  "To  be 
sure",  rejoined  Cicero,  "the  days  are  longer."  Dolabella,  Cicero's 
transient  son-in-law,  had  joined  Caesar  in  the  civil  war.  When 
Cicero  arrived  at  Dyrrhachium,  Pompeius  reproachfully  asked 
him,  ^*Where  is  your  son-in-law?"  Cicero  answered  at  once, 
"With  your  father-in-law."  Lord  Tennyson  was  wont  to  admire 
the  repartee  of  a  man  who  resembled  the  emperor  in  a  remarkable 
degree,  and  the  latter  inquired,  "Was  your  mother  ever  at  court  ?" 
^^No,  sire,"  he  retorted,  "but  my  father  was." 

Many  of  the  Eoman  jokes  have  appeared  and  reappeared  as 
new  mintage  in  the  course  of  two  thousand  years. 

in.       MOBAi  AND  EELIGIOUS  QUALITIES. 

The  early  Eomans  were  of  good  moral  fibre,  moderate  and 
chaste,  conscientious,  trustworthy,  patriotic,  and  religious.  Their 
excellent  character  was  due  chiefly  to  their  training,  their  love 
of  country,  and  their  religion.  No  other  ancient  nation  main- 
tained such  rigid  discipline  in  the  family  and  in  the  army  as  the 
Komans.  The  father  was  the  lord,  judge,  and  priest  of  the  fam- 
ily. He  might  in  exceptional  cases  punish  his  wife  even  with 
death,  and  he  had  the  authority  under  certain  restrictions  to  ex- 
pose, sell,  or  kill  his  children.  He  owned,  managed,  and  disposed 
of  the  family  property.  This  almost  absolute  power  was  gradually 
curtailed.  Still  the  right  to  execute  a  son  was  exercised  as  late 
as  68  B.  C,  and  sons  legally  owned  nothing  down  to  the  time 
of  Augustas. 

In  civil  life  within  the  city  limits  capital  and  perhaps  corporal 
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punishments  without  appeal  to  the  people  were  abolished  at  flie 
beginning  of  the  republic,  but  they  were  always  retained  in  the 
army.  The  citizen  soldiers  realized  the  absolute  necessity  of 
military  discipline,  and  voluntarily  submitted.  Rome  had  no* 
Achilles,  no  Coeur  de  Lion,  no  Roland, — ^prodigies  of  personal 
strength  and  courage.  The  Roman  national  heroes  were  sucb 
men  as  Camillus,  Cincinnatus,  and  Manlius, — great  disciplinar-^ 
ians  and  commanders.  Discipline  was  the  secret  of  Roman  mili* 
tary  superiority,  and  they  knew  it.  Discipline  alone  made  pos- 
sible the  development  and  perfection  of  the  legionary  formation, 
which  was  as  superior  to  the  Greek  phalanx  as  a  veteran  regiment 
to  a  half-organized  mob.  Roman  ascendancy  in  war  was  a  proof 
on  a  grand  scale  of  the  triumph  of  intellect  over  force,  which  ia 
an  essential  element  in  all  advance  of  civilization. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  12  per  cent  of  the  whole  population 
and  25  per  cent  of  those  liable  to  enlistment  always  served  in  the- 
armies  of  the  republic,  while  the  European  proportion  used  ta 
be  1  per  cent  The  training  in  the  army  must  consequently  have 
profoundly  influenced  the  general  character  of  the  nation  and 
contributed  to  develop  the  marvelous  self-control  which  is  so  con* 
spicuous  in  the  history  of  the  republic.  The  constitution  seemed! 
to  be  framed  for  the  especial  purpose  of  producing  deadlocks  and 
civil  strife.  Each  consul  had  the  authority  when  personally 
present  to  annul  almost  every  act  of  his  colleague  andvof  the  sub- 
ordinate magistrates.  In  addition,  each  one  of  the  ten  tribunes 
of  the  people  could  personally  cancel  nearly  every  act  of  one  or 
all  his  colleagues,  and  almost  every  act  of  the  consuls  and  other 
magistrates.  It  was  a  worse  arrangement  than  government  by 
a  jury.  How  easy  would  it  not  be  to  elect  one  dishonest  poli- 
tician to  the  tribunate  or  to  corrupt  one  of  the  ten  elected! 
Nevertheless  the  bitter  struggles  between  the  patricians  and  ple- 
beians and  other  contests  were  carried  on  for  generations  almost 
without  bloodshed  down  to  the  time  of  the  Gracchi.  The  Roman 
people  flourished  and  grew  strong  under  aggravating  conditions 
and  hindrances  that  would  have  disrupted  any  other  nation. 

They  possessed  another  cognate  quality,  tenacity  of  purpose,, 
which  was  eulogized  by  Horace  in  a  celebrated  ode.  With  what 
endless  patience  and  fortitude  the  plebeians  pressed  their  de- 
mands for  equal  political  rights  1     The  conflict  lasted  about  two 
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centuries.  We  observe  the  same  characteristic  in  the  Etruscan, 
Samnite,  and  Punic  wars.  Although  Hannibal,  the  greatest  gen- 
eral in  history,  destroyed  400  Roman  cities  and  strewed  the 
Italian  plains  with  the  bodies  of  300,000  Roman  soldiers,  the 
Roman  nation  with  inflexibte  fortitude  continued  the  struggle 
and  at  the  end  of  sixteen  years  humbled  Carthage  forever. 

The  supreme  evidence  of  this  characteristic  is  the  development 
of  the  Roman  law.  Just  as  the  most  brilliant  intellectual  endow- 
ments do  not  alone  suffice  to  develop  the  moral  character  of  an 
individual,  so  the  richest  intellectual  gifts  would  not  enable  a 
nation  to  develop  and  enforce  a  logical  and  harmonious  code  of 
law.  The  Roman  people  had  the  requisite  force  of  will,  as  well 
as  intellect,  the  unflagging  determination  to  reduce  everything 
to  principle,  to  sacrifice  the  individual  for  the  sake  of  principle, 
to  subordinate  a  specific  case  to  an  abstract  rule,  and  to  disre- 
gard a  temporary  situation  for  the  benefit  of  a  permanent  con- 
dition. The  sacrifices  which  other  nations  have  made  for  their 
religious  convictions,  the  Romans,  notwithstanding  their  love 
of  freedom,  made  for  the  logical  and  consistent  development  of 
their  law.  The  Justinian  code  is  the  crystallization  of  the  best 
intellectual  and  moral  efforts  of  the  Roman  people  for  a  thousand 
years. 

In  inflexible  stubbornness  that  knows  of  no  defeat,  the  Ro- 
mans have  had  worthy  rivals,  for  example  in  the  patriots  of  the 
Netherlands  in  their  heroic  conflict  with  Spain,  or  in  the  British 
for  instance  in  the  Napoleonic  wars. 

No  other  nation  has  presented  such  proof  of  blind  devotion  to- 
the  state,  of  complete  submission  to  its  claims.  Brutus  and 
Manlius  sacrificed  their  sons,  Decius  and  Regulus  sacrificed 
themselves  for  the  benefit  of  their  country.  Such  were  the  ideal* 
of  Roman  citizenship.  The  state  was  to  them  an  end,  not  a 
means.  What  their  religion  had  been  to  the  Hebrews,  what  liter- 
ature and  art  had  been  to  the  Greeks,  this  the  city  of  Rome  vsdth 
its  religious  and  legal  institutions  was  to  the  Roman  people, — 
the  source  of  their  national  pride,  the  proof  of  their  national  su- 
periority, the  object  of  their  fondest  hopes  and  hi^est  aspira- 
tions. What  the  prophets  were  to  the  Jews  and  the  artists  and 
poets  to  Greece,  the  military  leaders  and  jurists  were  to  Rome. 
Hence  the  patriotic  passages  in  Cicero,  Vergil,  and  Lucan  possesa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


352  Education  for  Fehruary 

a  grandeur  wholly  Eoman.  One  illustration  of  patriotic  devotion 
may  be  cited.  In  241  B.  C,  in  the  23d  year  of  the  unfortunate 
and  disastrous  first  Punic  war,  when  the  senate  had  in  despair 
practically  given  up  the  conflict  with  Carthage,  a  number  of  citi- 
zens voluntarily  presented  to  the  state  200  ships  of  war,  which 
were  manned  by  60,000  sailors, — a  fact  probably  without  a  par- 
allel in  historic  annals, — ^and  successfully  ended  the  war. 

Like  many  other  virile  races,  the  Romans  were  a  religious  na- 
tion. The  atheistic  historian  Polybius  noted  the  apparent  anom- 
aly that  this  practical,  hard-headed  people  was  very  superstitious 
— ^aocording  to  his  view.  Cicero  affirmed  that  their  religious  char- 
acter was  the  one  trait  which  distinguished  his  countrymen  from 
all  other  nations.  They  were  in  general  free  from  wild  and,  dark 
superstitions,  and  there  is  no  sufficient  proof  that  human  sacri- 
fices formed  a  regular  part  of  their  rites.  All  nature,  sky,  earthy 
and  water  were  full  of  divinities,  even  virtues  and  vices  were 
deified,  and  every  act  in  life  required  a  prayer  or  an  offering. 
It  is  claimed  that  at  last  there  were  30,000  divinities  of  high  and 
low  degree.  The  early  religion  did  not  contain  any  large  ethical 
element,  but  it  seems  to  have  inculcated  a  sense  of  duty,  of  per- 
sonal responsibility  to  the  gods,  and  some  apprehension  of  future 
retribution.  Accordingly  they  were  very  faithful  to  their  word 
and  their  oath.  The  word  of  an  early  Roman  was  more  trust- 
worthy than  the  oath  of  a  Greek.  It  was,  however,  the  literal 
word  regardless  of  its  spirit.  There  was  besides  a  large  element 
of  self-interest  in  their  religion,  and  the  votum,  or  promise  to  a 
divinity,  was  couched  in  the  phraseology  of  a  legal  contract 
This  element  is,  by  the  way,  not  lacking  in  the  piety  of  modem 
people. 

The  early  Roman  religion  was  comparatively  pure, — free 
from  the  oriental  immorality  of  Greek  mytiiology.  This  quality 
was  no  doubt  both  a  cause  and  an  effect.  The  early  Romans  were 
a  chaste  and  sound  people.  Marriage  was  a  holy  bond,  consecrated 
by  religion.  Divorce  and  remarriage — a  sort  of  progressive  jk)- 
lygamy — ^were  unknown.  The  divorce  of  Spurius  Carvilius  in 
233  B.  0.  was  considered  the  first.  That  was  a  mistake,  but  it 
indicates  that  the  dissolution  of  marriage  was  remarkably  rare 
before  the  second  Punic  war.  Crimes  of  violence  likewise  must 
have  been  comparatively  rare,  as  a  lex  regia  ascribed  to  Numa 
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was  oonsidered  sufficient  for  several  hundred  jears^  and  was  fi- 
nally superseded  by  a  law  of  Sulla, 

The  Germans  have  a  proverb  declaring  that  God  forsakes  no 
German,  and  the  British  are  said  to  harbor  an  equally  firm  be- 
lief in  a  special  Providence.  The  early  Eomans  likewise  had  an 
implicit  faith  in  their  gods.  Their  perfect  confidence  in  their 
divinities,  in  themselves,  and  in  the  immortal  destiny  of  Home 
made  them  invincible,  made  them  heroes  fit  to  supply  characters 
for  the  tragedies  of  Shakespeare  and  Oomeille. 

When  the  pagan  religion  had  lost  all  vitality,  and  the  morals 
had  sunk  to  a  very  low  ebb,  Christianity  gained  a  firmer  hold  in 
Home  than  anywhere  in  Grecian  lands, — a  reversion  to  the  early 
religious  character  of  the  Romans, — ^and  it  found  there  the  genius 
for  organization  which  was  essential  in  disseminating  the  new 
faith.  It  was  not  an  accident  that  Some  became  the  residence 
of  the  popes,  the  capital  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  that 
Christianity  did  not  make  any  extensive  conquests  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  the  empire  for  five  centuries. 

In  conclusion,  the  Romans  were  not  superior  to  the  Gauls  and 
Germans  in  physical  strength,  not  superior  to  the  Greeks  in  bril- 
liancy and  versatility  of  intellect,  not  superior  to  the  Hebrews  in 
religious  insight  and  piety,  but  in  the  union  of  great  qualities  of 
body,  intellect,  will,  and  spirit  they  were  the  imperial  nation  of 
antiquity,  and,  by  virtue  of  their  ability,  they  conquered  and  gov- 
erned the  ancient  western  world. 

Note :  The  author  wishes  to  acknowledge  his  obligations  to  the 
historians  Duruy,  Gibbon  and  Merivale,  to  Goldwin  Smith,  The 
Greatness  of  the  Romans,  Contemporary  Review,  voL  32  (1878), 
pp.  321-37,  Moritz  Voigt,  Privatalterttiemer  und  Kulturge- 
schichte,  and  Rudolf  von  Ihering,  Oeisi  des  Roemischen  Rechts. 
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Impediments  of  Speech  in  Children — ^How  to 
Overcome  Them 

By  a.  Chbsteb  Tuokeb^  Fobmeely  Instbuotob  at  Danfoeth 
School,  Fbamingham,  Massachusetts. 

'  '«''''««'«^  in  ten  graded  grammar  schools 

in  different  cities  and  towns  in  New  Eng- 
land have  thrown  light  on  the  following  facts 
regarding  the  commonness  of  impediments  of 
speech  in  children  of  from  five  to  sixteen  years  of 
age.  Taking  the  ten  schools  together,  which  repre- 
sented an  aggregate  of  3010  pupils,  the  table  be- 
low accurately  shows   the   number   of  pupils  by 

grades  found  to  possess  some  defect  of  speech : 


First  Grade  1  out  of  13.8 

pupils. 

Second  Grade  1  out  of  14. 

pupils. 

Third  Grade  1  out  of  12.4 

pupils. 

Fourth  Grade  1  out  of  11.9 

pupils. 

Fifth  Grade   1  out  of  10.1 

pupils. 

Sixth  Grade  1  out  of    7.1 

pupils. 

Seventh  Grade  1  out  of  14.3 

pupils. 

Eighth  Grade  1  out  of  15.4 

pupils. 

The  impediments  of  speech  taken  into  account  in  these  statis- 
tics were  cases  of  stammering  or  stuttering,  mouthing  and  liq>ing, 
some  cases  being  inveterate  while  others  were  only  slight. 

In  none  of  these  schools,  although  all  were  under  excellent  su- 
pervision, was  any  special  account  taken  to  correct  the  tendencies 
in  the  pupils  that  were  ailing.  It  is  the  experience  of  every 
teadier  to  find  a  certain  proportion  of  their  students  possessing 
speech  defects,  although  we  doubt  if  many  teachers  realize  ex- 
actly how  large  a  percentage  of  all  their  pupils  are  sufferers. 
How  to  treat  these  cases  is  oftentimes  a  puzzling  problem ;  and  it 
is  for  the  guidance  of  teachers  and  parents  confronted  with  such 
a  difficulty  that  this  article  is  being  written. 

We  will  first  consider  the  case  of  the  stutterer.    Stuttering  is 
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oi  two  general  kinds:  nervoiis  stuttering,  directly  caused  by  im- 
perfect muscular  control  of  the  vocal  areas  and  as  the  term  sig- 
nifies, effected  by  the  nervous  temperament  of  the  sufferer;  and 
physical  stuttering,  the  result  of  deformity  most  often,  of  the 
voice  organs. 

In  considering  the  nervous  stutterer,  let  us  say  at  the  outset 
never  to  allow  him  to  hear  himself  mocked.  He  is  sensitive  to  an 
-extreme  and  becomes  only  the  more  nervous  and  unmanageable 
in  his  speech  if  ridiculed  concerning  his  ailment.  The  ignorance 
^f  some  parents  on  this  score  is  lamentable.  While  making  a 
special  study  of  an  insidious  case  of  nervous  stuttering,  upon 
visiting  the  child's  home,  we  discovered  that  his  parents  were 
accustomed  to  mock  everything  the  boy  said,  "just  to  show  him 
how  badly  it  sounds",  they  explained.  "We  never  ridicule  Rob- 
ert", another  fond  parent  confided,  "that  is,  except  his  uncle ;  and 
we  can't  seem  to  help  his  doing  it."  Our  advice  to  the  good 
mother  of  Eobert  was  for  her  to  suggest  to  the  child's  uncle  that 
he  find  a  new  boarding  place. 

Nervous  stuttering  is  a   functional  disorder.     Its  correction 
is  a  work  for  the  teacher,  conversant  with  nervous  psychopathy, 
and  for  the  parent  at  home.    It  requires  for  treatment  the  teach- 
er's persistent  patience  and  deep-seeing  tact.     We  have  often 
wondered  why  there  are  not  more  teachers  specialized  in  this 
field  of  work,  which  is  an  interesting  and  profitable  one  to  exploit. 
The  nervous  stutterer  is  usually  more  mentally  active  than 
the  normal  child.    He  is  often  expressed  as  thinking  faster  than 
he  can  talk.     As  regards  speech,  he  is  filled  wilji  nervous  im- 
pulses; it  seems  impossible  for  him  to  control  them.     But  he 
must.     No  sooner  does  he  think  of  a  thing  than  the  desire  to 
cry  it  out  has  obsessed  his  tongue.     He  is  inclined  to  think  and 
.speak  by  the  same  impulse.     His  process  of  speech,  therefore, 
is  like  nothing  so  much  as  a  series  of  exclamations.     The  first 
,fltep  towards  the  control  of  his  difficulty  is  drill  in  deliberation  of 
thou^t  and  utterance. 

Exercise:    Train  the  child  that  as  soon  as  he  feels  actuated 
to  say  sometibing,  to  Io<^  about  him  and  let  his  eye  pick  out  three 
.objects   containing  some  one  particular  color,   before  uttering 
what  he  is  about -to  say. 

Such  an  exerdse  is  not  looUsh.    It  engenders  in  Ae  child  de- 
liberation between  hie  eoneeived  tiMmght  and  bis  ntterimoe  of  it. 
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and  will  be  found  to  overcome  his  tendency  to  stutter  his  words. 
Children  that  have  been  well-drilled  in  this  exercise  may  come  to 
perform  it  automatically.  The  teacher  that  merely  admonishes 
the  child  to  "think  twice  before  speaking",  will  accomplish  noth- 
ing, whereas  an  exercise  embodying  that  principle  is  intelligible 
and  may  be  acquired  as  a  corrective  habit. 

A  stubborn  case  of  nervous  stuttering  in  a  boy  was  remedied 
by  the  help  of  the  following  exercise : 

Every  time  the  child  started  to  stutter  a  syllable,  he  was  taught, 
before  trying  to  speak  again,  to  count  the  buttons  on  the  front  of 
his  jacket  by  touching  each  one  four  times,  all  the  while  thinking 
each  word  he  was  to  say. 

.  It  was  almost  a  physical  impossibility  at  first  for  the  child  to 
utter  a  complete  sentence  connectedly;  this  exercise,  however,  be- 
sides teaching  him  to  deliberate,  tended  to  transfer  his  nervous 
impulse  from  his  speech  to  his  hands  which  he  used  in  counting 
his  buttons.  It  was  no  difficult  task  later,  when  he  had  learned 
to  control  his  speech  somewhat,  to  break  him  of  his  button-count- 
ing habit  The  teacher  may  adapt  other  exercises  appealing  to 
her  ingenuity,  so  long  as  they  have  the  purpose  in  view  of  serving 
as  a  lightning-arrester  for  the  patient's  confused  speech  impulses. 
It  were  better,  we  would  suggest,  that  the  exercise  be  not  one  in 
which  the  child  counts  up  mentally  to  a  certain  number  before 
making  a  new  effort  to  speak,  (an  exercise  we  have  seen  adapted 
several  times  by  others)  which  would  embrace  the  associative 
centers  of  speech  in  the  brain ;  for  the  purpose  of  the  exercise  is 
designed  to  shift  the  focus  of  his  nervousness  from  his  speech  to 
some  entirely  different  function,  until  he  can  recover  his  poise  for 
speaking. 

To  sum  up  briefly  the  matter  thus  far,  the  nervous  stutterer's 
speech  is  impelled  by  flashes  of  incomplete  mental  perception  to 
which  he  is  heir ;  he  must  be  trained  at  the  outset  in  deliberation. 
His  treatment  to  this  extent,  therefore,  is  only  disciplinary  of 
mental  capacities  that  teach  him  to  control  speech  impulses. 

Let  us  examine  the  nervous  stutterer  from  the  physical  per- 
spective. Loosen  his  collar  and  watch  the  movement  of  the  mus- 
des  of  his  throat  as  he  undertakes  to  speak,  A  certain  rigidity  ia 
evident,  or  spasmodic  movement. 

The  psychologist  in  studying  the  case  in  all  probability,  would 
locate  tilie  cause  of  ailment  somewhere  in  &e  motor  areas  of  the 
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patient's  brain.  Well  and  good ;  but  the  psychologist  has  no  prac- 
tical method  of  treatment  to  suggest.  The  parents  of  the  child 
suffering  from  nervous  stuttering  will  almost  invariably  seek 
out  the  physician  at  first  for  a  cure.  Perhaps  two  or  half  a  dozen 
physicians  have  been  consulted;  but  experience  soon  shows  the 
futility  of  seeking  help  in  that  direction.  What  divers  troubles, 
withal,  are  brought  to  the  physician,  for  which  there  is  no  pan- 
acea in  the  realm  of  medicine:  a  case  of  stuttering  is  not  the 
measles,  so  why  seek  the  same  cure  for  each  ?  One  does  not  call 
in  the  doctor  of  medicine  to  prescribe  for  the  child  learning  how 
to  prattle,  or  hire  a  learned  man  of  psychology  to  bring  his 
theoretical  intellect  to  bear  upon  the  subject  of  infant  perambu- 
lation. The  stutterer  needs  instruction,  not  physic  or  theories. 
We  will  grant  that  the  child  has  never  learned  how  to  talk  cor- 
rectly— stuttering  habits  do  not  break  out  over  night  like  the 
rash — ^but  has  been  permitted  through  indifferent  teaching  to 
accumulate  and  become  confirmed  in  evil  habits  of  speech.  It  is 
high  time,  therefore,  that  he  he  given  corrective  instruction. 

The  first  step  in  the  physical  guidance  of  the  child  is  to  bring 
about  a  power  to  relax  his  throat  muscles.  His  larynx  muscles 
are  internal,  and  their  conscious  manipulation  can  only  be  sub- 
jectively directed  at  Arst  The  muscles  controlling  the  move- 
,  ments  of  the  tongue  are  perhaps  as  closely  allied  in  sensation  as 
any  to  the  thoracic  ligaments,  so  that  in  subjecting  the  tongue  to 
conscious  direction  of  the  will,  a  lesson  may  be  imparted  in- 
directly to  the  vocal  organs  themselves. 

Exercise:  Train  the  child  to  secure  ahsolute  relaxation  of  the 
tongue.  The  mouth  is  held  loosely  open,  and  the  tongue,  if  re- 
laxed, will  lie  evenly  in  its  place  in  the  lower  jaw,  tip  against 
the  walls  of  the  lower  teeth.  A  nerveless  condition  of  the  tongue 
is  sought;  to  accomplish  the  feat  perfectly  will  call  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  will  and  prove  not  an  easy  task. 

Stuttering  consists,  of  course,  in  the  inability  of  the  sufferer 
to  "let  go"  of  his  consonant  sounds,  since  he  has  not  the  power 
of  relaxing  and  tightening  at  will  the  muscles  concerned  in  vocal- 
ization. Considered  vocally,  a  consonant  sound  is  a  pure  vowel 
sound  clipped  short;  it  has  for  its  body  the  vocal  content  of  the 
vowel  sound,  the  even  flow  of  which  becomes  arrested  and  shaped 
by  the  lips,  tongue  and  teeth.  The  consonant  sounds  require  the 
more  energy  to  utter,  while  for  the  vowels  only  an  open,  sustained 
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throat  orifice  and  no  muscular  movement  is  needed  to  produce 
them.  The  stutterer  finds  all  his  difficulties  in  the  consonants; 
any  effort  to  overcome  them  must  begin  with  a  study  of  the  vowel 
sounds. 

Exercise :  Drill  the  student  to  secure  an  open  condition  of  the 
throat  orifice  in  vocalizing  the  simple  vowersounds:  a-a-a;  e-e-e; 
i-i-i;  6-66;  u-u-u;  a-a-a;  e-e-e;  i-ii;  o-oo;  uuu.  Join  the  con- 
sonants to  the  vowels :  ba-a-a ;  cke-e-e ;  di-i-i,  etc  Persist  in  varia- 
tions of  this  simple  drill  until  the  student  shows  no  disposition 
to  hesitate  over  it. 

Observation  has  shown  that  some  stiitterers  are  more  troubled 
over  one  combination  of  consonants  with  vowel  sounds  than  an- 
other. It  vsdll  be  well,  therefore,  to  mark  those  sounds  most  diffi- 
cult for  him  to  effect,  giving  him  drill  in  special  exercises  em- 
bodying them. 

We  will  only  mention  the  case  of  the  child  whose  stuttering 
arises  from  deformity  of  the  larynx  or  adjacent  regions.  He 
stutters  under  all  conditions  and  at  all  times,  the  cause  of  his 
weakness  is  something  other  than  nervous  stress.  His  ailment  is 
often  something  more  than  stuttering;  rather  a  thickness  and 
unintelligibility  of  articulation.  A  partial  paralysis  of  his  vo- 
cal functions  is  very  often  accountable,  which  may  have  been  the 
direct  result  of  a  severe  ilbiess  or  was  with  him  at  birth. 

Such  a  case  is  often  given  up  as  being  without  hope,  but  such 
many  times  is  not  the  fact.  Whereas  a  paralytic  membrane  can- 
not be  restored  to  normality  by  anything  less  than  a  miracle,  the 
powers  of  other  membranes  can  be  so  developed  and  trained  as 
to  perform  part  of  the  function  of  the  diseased  member. 

The  case  of  a  young  man  was  once  brought  to  our  attention  for 
whom  it  was  a  physical  impossibility  to  give  utterance  to  ;  and 
soft  g  sounds.  The  disorder  was  a  purely  physical  one,  the  re- 
sult of  severe  illness.  It  became  necessary  to  instruct  the  patient 
over  again  in  all  the  rudiments  of  speech  production.  Gymnastic 
exercises  were  prescribed  for  loosening  the  muscles  of  the  throat; 
vocal  exercises  were  made  of  use,  incorporating  the  principles  of 
vowel  vocalization  and  combinations  of  syllables.  That  portion 
of  his  throat  was  affected  that  always  prevented  him  from  se- 
curing a  good  voice  placement,  but  he  did  learn  to  produce  com- 
binations of  ;  and  soft  g  sounds  which  before  were  impossible  for 
him  to  master. 
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We  would  say  lastly  that  stuttering,  while  having  functional 
and  physical  causes,  may  become  a  habit,  not  so  confirmed  a 
one  in  the  young  child,  perhaps,  as  in  the  mature  patient.  We 
would  particularly  emphasize  that  the  child  that  shows  an  in- 
clination to  stutter  should  be  taken  hold  of  at  once,  while  his  case 
is  a  comparatively  easy  one  to  correct  Parents  should  be  espe- 
cially observant  of  their  children  in  this  regard  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  twelve ;  tendencies  toward  speech  impediments  should 
be  looked  upon  as  in  the  same  category  with  the  whooping-cough 
and  mumps,  and  should  be  met  with  the  same  philosophical  resig- 
nation of  treatment.  Unlike  the  child  diseases,  however,  speech 
troubles  are  not  disposed  of  soon  or  easily,  and  if  permitted  to 
progress  unrestrainedly,   will  prove  a   serious  ailment  indeed. 

Over  one-half  of  all  the  cases  of  impediments  of  speech  re- 
ferred to  at  the  opening  of  this  article, — to  be  exact,  just  sixty- 
ei^t  per  cent, — ^were  instances  of  a  trouble  which  we  shall  call 
mouthing.  In  gathering  the  statistics  concerning  this  defect  of 
speech,  it  was  very  necessary  to  make  sure  that  the  difliculties 
were  not  the  result  of  catarrhal  troubles,  adenoids  or  nasopharynx 
diseases ;  for  many  cases  which,  very  properly,  we  did  not  include 
in  our  figures,  we  discovered  had  their  inception  in  such  troubles. 
No  excuse  exists  for  the  parents  who  will  disregard  a  diseased 
condition  of  their  child's  throat.  The  first  treatment,  of  course, 
of  the  child  whose  speech  difficulties  arise  from  such  causes,  is  to 
have  a  physician  operate  or  prescribe  for  the  disease. 

We  use  the  term  mouthing  advisedly,  as  meaning  a  condition  of 
utterance  that  is  blurred  and  thick.  When  a  diseased  condition 
of  the  throat  is  not  the  direct  cause  of  the  trouble,  we  will  usually 
find  the  reason  to  be  not  dissimilar  to  that  which  we  discovered  in 
the  physical  stutterer,  and  the  suggestions  for  the  treatment  of  the 
one  will  be  equally  applicable  to  the  other. 

It  will  be  found  oftentimes  that  the  child  who  mouths  in  his 
speech  has  never  been  taught  correctly  from  the  early  days  of  his 
learning  to  say  "papa'*  and  "mama'',  to  articulate.  Investiga- 
tion has  shown  that  in  the  homes  from  which  the  greater  part 
of  such  children  come,  the  English  language  is  mangled  and  woe- 
fully abused.  This  speech  difficulty,  then,  is  more  truly  ona  of 
confirmed  bad  habit  than  any  of  the  others.  Downright  laziness 
of  enunciation  is  the  easily  traced  cause. 
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Almost  any  exercise  is  good  that  will  drill  in  articulation  and 
enimciation,  to  secure  a  clear-cut,  staccato  division  of  spoken 
words  into  syllables.  The  lips,  tongue  and  mouth  must  be  tau^t 
how  to  work;  any  good  book  on  elocution  will  contain  helpful 
fiuggestions. 

The  argument  is  often  advanced  that  cases  of  mouthing  and 
even  stuttering  are  hereditary  and  hence  beyond  the  pale  of  a 
cure.  We  have  often  remarked  how  anything  proclaimed  to  be 
hereditary  by  the  same  token  is  reckoned  to  be  incurable.  So 
is  a  bad  temper  inherited  or  a  pronounced  squint  of  the  eyes,  but 
both  may  be  cured  by  right  application  of  will-power  and  a  cor- 
rective environment.  Most  of  those  suffering  from  "inherited'' 
speech  impediments  have  "inherited"  their  trouble  from  nursery- 
maids or  other  associates  of  no  relation  whatever.  Let  parents 
draw  a  warning  note  from  such  conclusions  in  selecting  asso- 
ciates for  their  children. 

Properly  speaking,  lisping  is  not  a  speech  impediment  It 
is  a  bad  habit  as  truly  as  a  child's  sucking  of  his  thumb.  It  is 
corrected  by  devoting  infinite  practice  in  the  pronunciation  of 
every  word  with  an  «p  in  it  Teach  the  child  how  to  flop  the 
tongue  around  well,  and  to  intone  such  words  and  syllables  as 
la,  le,  16;  lass,  less,  loss;  lap,  lasp,  lisp;  spaspa,  spespe,  spispi, 
spospo,  spuspu.  Drill  until  there  is  no  suggestion  of  a  th  sound 
for  a  sibilant 

The  subject  of  speech  impediments  is  worthy  of  a  more  ex- 
haustive consideration  than  the  confines  of  this  article  will  per- 
mit. We  have  been  able  to  outline  only  a  few  general  sugges- 
tions true  of  all  cases,  beyond  which,  each  patient  becomes  a 
special  study  by  himself.  Some  children  perfectly  normal  ia 
theii"  speech  to  all  appearances,  will  be  found  to  contract  sli^t 
speech  ailments  while  they  are  under  certain  stress  of  excitement, 
such  cases  not  demanding  particular  attention  being  paid  them 
beyond  careful  instruction  in  articulation  and  pronunciation. 

Who  is  to  blame  very  often  for  the  condition  of  speech  de- 
fects in  the  child  ?  The  parents  or  other  people  attending  to  the 
child's  early  instruction,  we  reply  without  hesitation.  During 
the  child's  tender  age  are  the  seeds  of  speech  evil  sown.  The 
responsibility  is  too  great  for  any  instructor  of  early  youth  to 
overlook. 
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The  Teaching  of  Beginning  Reading 

By  Lauka  Emily  Mau,  New  Yobk,  N.  Y. 

HEN  we  teach  children  to  read  we  assume  at  once 
the  responsibility  of  teaching  them  to  read  that 
which  is  worth  while,  and  to  be  thotfvl 
readers. 

By  material  that  is  worth  while  I  mean,  firsts 
such  material  as  is  worth  while  in  the  eyes  of  the 
children,  and  second,  such  material  as  will  initiate 
them  at  once  into  the  bedt  literature  for  children, 
and  will  serve  in  the  formation  of  good  taste  in  speaking  and 
reading.  Much  of  the  story  literature  such  as  the  ^^Mother  Qoose 
Rhymes",  "Nursery  Rhymes  and  Jingles",  ^^Repetition  Tales", 
such  as  "The  Story  of  the  Little  Red  Hen",  "The  Old  Woman 
and  Her  Pig'*,  etc,  some  of  the  short  poems  of  Stevenson,  Field, 
and  Christine  Rosetti,  are  suited  to  these  early  years  as  to  no 
other  period,  and  are  of  greatest  value,  as  a  point  of  departure 
for  beginning  reading,  while  the  interest  is  at  its  prime.  The 
child  at  once  has  a  genuine  motive  for  wanting  to  read,  and  a 
consciousness  of  his  own  power  toward  the  written,  and  printed 
material  in  that  he  feels  that  he  can  read. 

The  very  first  day  the  teacher  may  if  she  wishes  select  a  simple 
rhyme  like — 

Jack  be  nimble, 

Jack  be  quick. 

Jack  jump  over  the  candlestick. 

Little  Boy  Blue, 

Blow  your  horn. 

Run,  run,  run,  .  . 

The  cows  are  in  the  com.        , 

This  little  pig  went  to  market, 
This  little  pig  stayed  at  home, 
This  little  pig  had  roast  beef, 
-This  little  pig  had  none, 
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This  little  pig  cried  ^'Wee,  wee,  wee, 
I  can't  find  my  way  home,  etc" 

Say  to  the  children,  "Children,  we  are  going  to  read  today. 
Listen  I  am  going  to  tell  you  just  what  we  are  going  to  read.'' 
'After  repeating  the  rhyme  decided  upon,  say,  "I  am  going  tj 
write  this  on  the  blackboard.  Watch  me  write — and  think.'^ 
The  children  are  then  in  a  position  of  interested  spectators  of 
a  process,  while  the  rhyme  is  being  written.  The  teacher  may 
then  run  the  pointer  across  the  lines,  reading  silently,  the  chil- 
dren in  a  position  of  expect^cy,  looking  on.  Then  she  may 
say,  "I  am  going  to  read  this  to  you — study  with  me."  Then  run 
the  pointer  across  each  line  again  before  reading  aloud,  and  then 
read  the  whole  rhyme,  running  the  pointer  across  the  lines  at  the 
same  time. 

You  stimulate  at  once  reaction  to  the  written  page,  and  exer- 
cise upon  the  children  all  the  influence  that  comes  from  the  power 
of  example,  giving  them  this  point  of  vantage  from  the  very 
beginning,  by  eliminating  all  crudity  of  expression,  the  mere 
pronunciation  of  words,  and  starting  them  out  to  be  their  oion 
leaders. 

The  attention  is  kept  at  maximum  intensity,  and  the  average 
normal  child  is  ready  to  carry  the  reading  right  through.  After 
the  reading  of  the  lesson  by  individual  children,  different  chil- 
dren may  be  called  upon  to  point  to,  and  read  certain  sen- 
tences, ox  a  number  of  lines  in  the  lesson,  and  gradually  groups 
of  words,  and  such  words  as  at  once  convey  meaning  to  the  child, 
as  it  is  through  the  idea  that  the  word-form  becomes  meaningful, 
and  becomes  recognized  by  the  child.  He  automatically  learns 
to  associate  the  word-form  with  the  idea,  and  the  shape  of  the 
words  lose  their  strangeness  very  quickly. 

The  rhymes  read  from  the  blackboard  may  be  printed  with 
the  rubber  printing-press,  (so  invaluable  for  teaching  begin- 
ning reading),  on  large  sheets  of  white  paper  or  tag  board,  and 
presented  in  this  form  for  the  next  reading  lesson,  thus  acquaint- 
ing the  child  with  the  printed  form  from  the  start,  and  furnish- 
ing much  motivation  for  spontaneous,  fluent  and  rhythmical  read- 
ing, and  the  formation  of  regular  and  uniform  habits  of  reaction 
for  each  line. 

The  great  advantage  of  printing  the  lessons  for  the  first  few 
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weeks  is  that  it  can  be  so  printed  as  to  conf orjp  to  the  best  method 
of  arranging  the  material  in  regard  to  length  and  imiformity  of 
lines,  the  size  and  spacing  of  letters  and  words,  as  found  by  the 
work  done  in  the  psychological  laboratory,  improving  the  hy- 
genic  conditions  of  reading  and  promoting  economy  and  effi- 
ciency in  reading.* 

Shymes  and  stories  that  lend  themselves  to  dramatization,  may 
be  dramatized,  giving  them  another  means  of  expression  for  .the 
ideas  they  already  possess,  and  an  opportunity  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  dramatic  instinct,  which  is  of  so  much  value  in  oral 
reading.  A  new  reading  lesson,  like  "The  Story  of  the  Little 
Red  Hen",  for  example,  is  mastered  very  much  more  quickly, 
from  the  standpoint  of  recognizing  word-form  as  well  as  content, 
when  the  story  has  already  been  played,  and  adds  much  pleasure 
to  the  new  lesson. 

By  the  end  of  a  month  the  average  normal  child  of  six  should 
be  able  to  read  readily  from  script  and  print  as  many  as  twenty- 
five  nursery  rhymes  and  repetition  tales.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  the  rhymes  and  stories  that  were  read  at  the  end  of  a  month 
by  the  children  that  entered  the  first  grade  of  the  elementary 
school  of  the  (Jeorgia  Normal  and  Industrial  College  in  Septem- 
ber: "Jack  be  Nimble",  "Jack  and  Gill",  "Hickory,  Dickory 
Dock",  "This  Little  Pig  Went  to  Market",  "Great  A.  Little  a. 
Bouncing  B",  "Pat-a-Cake",  "Hey  Diddle  Diddle",  "Little  Boy 
Blue",  "Little  Jack  Homer",  "Old  Mother  Hubbard",  "There 
Was  an  Old  Woman  Who  Lived  in  a  Shoe",  "Little  Girl,  Little 
Girl,  .Where  Have  You  Been",  'T?ide  a  Cock  Horse  to  Banbury 
Cross",  "Smiling  Girls",  "Rosy  Boys",  "Pussy  Came  Creeping 
at  the  Door",  "There  Was  a  Little  Man  And  He  Had  a  Little 
Head",  "Baa,  Baa,  Black  Sheep",  "Who  Killed  the  Rat?",  "Did- 
dle, Diddle  Dumpling",  "One,  Two,  Three,  Four,  Five,  I  Caught 
a  Fish  Alive",  "Hark!  Hark!  The  Dogs  Do  Bark",  "Little  Tim 
Sprat",  *TBye,  Baby  Bunting",  "There  Was  a  Little  Boy",  "Who 
Has  Seen  the  Wind?",  "The  Rain  is  Raining  All  Around",  "The 
Story  of  the  Little  Red  Hen."  The  large  printed  sheets  may  be 
kept  for  much  interesting  and  motivated  review  work. 

From  the  reading  of  the  above  the  children  are  well  prepared 

•  See  Dearborn,  "The  Psychology  of  Reading,"  and  Huey,  "The  Psychology 
and  Pedagogy  of  Reading." 
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to  take  up  books,  supplemented  by  much  blackboard  reading.  The 
dbildren  of  this  school  were  at  once  initiated  into  the  primer,  "The 
Overall  Boys",  by  Eulalie  Osgood  Grover,  a  continued  story 
about  Jack,  Joe,  Tim  and  Ted,  four  lively  little  overall  boys 
who  lived  on  a  farm,  there  are  splendid  colored  illustrations 
arousing  interest  at  once.  There  are  other  books  which  are  good 
to  start  out  with  from  the  i)oint  of  view  of  content,  size  of  type, 
uniformity  of  linesjetc.,  such  as  Aldine  First  Beaders  and  Aldine 
Supplementary  Headers,  "The  Folk-Lore  Headers,"  Book  One,  and 
"The  Sunbonnet  Primer",  by  Grover,  the  "Reading  Literature" 
Primer,  by  Treadwell.  These  may  be  followed  by  "Reading  Liter- 
ature", Book  One,  by  Treadwell,  "The  Art  Literature  Readers", 
Primer,  by  Grover,  the  "Eugene  Field  Readers",  by  Alice  L. 
Harris. 

We  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  there  must  still  be 
training  in  power  to  identify  word-forms,  which  is  an  important 
adjunct  to  the  reading  process.  There  should  be  a  gradual  in- 
troduction of  phonic  analysis  without  the  use  of  diacritical 
marks,  and  an  acquaintance  with  word  families  that  give  i)ower 
of  quickly  analyzing  the  word.  No  experimental  tests  so  far 
discredit  the  work  of  training  children  in  readiness  in  making  out 
new  words  for  themselves;  the  amount  of  time  justifiable  for 
such  work,  however,  is  yet  to  be  determined  in  the  laboratory. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say  that  the  process  of  reading  in  the 
primary  grades  is  the  same  as  that  in  the  higher  grades,  namely, 
that  of  thot-getting  and  thot-giving.  The  children  should 
assume  from  the  beginning  the  responsibility  of  silent .  and 
thot  reading.  Not  a  single  series  of  books  should  be  de- 
manded, but  many  readers,  with  rich  content  selected  as  far  as 
we  can  from  the  books  available,  to  conform  to  the  best  results  ob- 
tained in  the  psychological  laboratory  thus  far,  in  regard  to  imi- 
formity  and  length  of  lines,  size  of  type,  and  spacing  of  letters 
and  words  if  the  reading  process  is  to  take  place  under  the  best 
hygienic  requirements,  and  promote  mental  economy  and  effi- 
ciency in  reading. 
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The  Mistakes  of  Pedagogy 

By  President  W.  A.  Farpeb,  Elon  College,  N.  C. 

JWENTY-FIVE  years  ago,  or  thereabouts,  a  new 
science  was  brought  into  the  curriculum  of  our 
colleges.  It  has  grown  to  such  importance  now 
that  every  respectable  college  maintains  its  De- 
partment of  FedsLgogj  or  Education.  And  the 
text  books  developing  the  science  constitute  a  large 
and  increasing  library,  imder  such  headings  as  the 
Science  of  Teaching,  the  Art  of  Teaching,  Prin- 
ciples of  Education,  Principles  of  Teaching,  Principles  of  School 
Management,  Psychology  of  Teaching,  etc.,  etc. 

This  science  has  wrought  wonders  in  giving  dignity  to  the 
teacher's  function  and  art.  The  pedagogue  has  risen  from  being 
the  object  of  ridicule  to  a  position  of  leadership  in  professional 
standing.  Children  can  talk  more  learnedly  and  profoundly  now 
of  the  laws  of  the  mind  governing  teaching  and  its  associated  arts 
than  Plato  or  Socrates  could,  and  for  this  good  result  our  science 
of  Pedagogy  is  entitled  to  be  praised. 

There  are  three  weaknesses,  however,  in  the  application  of  this 
science  and  in  the  standards  it  upholds  and  the  ideals  it  defends. 
It  lays  entirely  too  much  stress  on  method,  calling  old  processes 
by  new  higher  sounding  names,  and  does  not  give  sufficient  promi- 
nence to  the  personality  of  the  teacher.  Teachers,  like  poets,  are 
bom,  not  made,  and  no  amount  of  pedagogical  principles  or  meth- 
ods will  make  him  a  teacher  who  is  not  bom  so.  This  is  simply 
saying  that  men  are  called  to  teach  by  their  Creator,  just  as 
surely  as  men  are  called  to  sell  merchandise  or  practice  medicine  or 
preach  the  gospel.  It  is  not  saying  that  Pedagogy  will  not  make 
a  called  teacher  a  better  one.  It  undoubtedly  will;  but  neither 
Pedagogy  nor  any  other  science  can  make  him  a  teacher 
who  is  not  naturally  endowed  for  that  function.  This  the  writers 
on  Pedagogy  need  to  recognize  and  emphasize. 

A  second  fault  of  Pedagogy,  found  in  its  accentuated  form  in 
the  normal  schools,  is  that  correct  methods  in  the  hands  of  a 
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called  or  naturally  disposed  teacher  will  make  him  a  successful 
instructor.  These  schools  construct  their  curricula  in  such  a  way 
that  their  pupils  review  carefully  all  they  have  gone  over  in  the 
high  school,  while  tihey  study  Pedagogy  in  its  many  branches,  and 
do  experimental  teaching  in  the  practice  school,  but  make  no 
advances  in  general  knowledge  or  culture.  This  is  a  serious  faulty, 
and  one  of  these  days  our  people  will  realize  the  folly  of  fastening 
upon  themselves  a  perpetual  burden  to  support  institutions  that 
give  their  pupils  only  methods  of  work  and  do  not  add  to  their 
scholarship,  and  when  they  do  realize  it,  as  they  surely  will,  there 
will  be  a  rattling  of  dried  bones  and  a  newness  of  life  in  the  edu- 
cational world.  These  normal  schools  need  to  get  out  of  the  busi- 
ness  of  education  or  to  get  into  it.  They  need  to  realize  that 
breadth  of  scholarship  is  the  only  thing  that  can  make  a  teacher 
of  i)ower,  that  lack  of  method  can  be  compensated  for  by  experi- 
ence, but  lack  of  scholarship  is  a  fatal  defect  in  any  teacher.  And 
the  writers  on  Pedagogy  need  to  see  this  and,  seeing  it,  to  insist 
on  it 

The  third  fault  of  Pedagogy  is  its  failure  to  demand  spiritual 
training  for  teachers  and  for  pupils.  One  of  the  most  popular 
among  recent  treatises  on  this  science  sees  no  place  for  Christian 
schools  at  all.  It  sees  no  need  for  the  Sunday  school  for  the  pres- 
ent, but  when  "science  has  fully  rationalized  religion'^  there  will 
be  no  necessity  for  it  as  an  educational  force,  but  it  will  become 
an  agency  for  "worship  and  the  development  of  the  social  na- 
ture," as  the  same  writer  so  authoritatively  states  that  the  church 
has  already  become.  These  writers  forget  that  the  greatest  asset 
of  life  is  character  and  that  the  highest  type  of  character  is  the 
Christian,  and  that  without  Christian  schools  to  develop,  foster^ 
nourish  to  fruitage  the  Christian  character  of  our  youth,  this 
land  would  soon  cease  to  be  Christian  and  become  a  land  of  in- 
fidels, agnostics,  deists,  theists,  to  the  eternal  undermining  of  the 
national  character  and  the  permanent  impoverishment  of  the 
individual  soul.  Let  the  Christian  world  see  that  Christian  edu- 
cation is  given  due  recognition,  by  the  writers  on  Pedagogy,  or 
let  them  expect  the  loss  of  the  power  of  the  Church  over  the  gen- 
erations to  come. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Three  Popular  High  School  Fallacies 

By  James  L.  MoCoisrAUGHT,  Fbofessob  of  Eduoatioist  at 
BowDOiN  College. 

MEKICA  is  the  land  of  the  fad.    No  ooimtry  turns 

A  so  energetically  after  this  or  that  will-of-the-wisp, 
adopts  this  or  that  new  thing,  apes  this  or  that 
foreign  innovation.  We  give  the  freedom  of  our 
city  to  Dr.  Cook  one  day,  and  hound  him  with  de- 
tectives the  next;  yesterday's  Dewey  and  Hobson 
will  be  forgotten  tomorrow.  When  rightly  directed 
this  impetuosity  and  ardor  are  splendid,  but  too 
often  our  goals  are  worthless.  It  is  an  American  trait  to  do  things 
to  extremes,  to  swing  the  pendulum  too  far,  to  get  a  half  instead 
of  a  whole  truth.  Naturally,  then,  our  fads  soon  lead  to  fallacies, 
against  which  we  must  warn  ourselves. 

Fads  and  fallacies  are  nowhere  more  seen  today  than  in  educa- 
tion. Any  innovation  with  a  germ  of  truth  in  it  soon  occupies 
the  whole  stage,  and  the  older,  time-worn  and  true  tested  favor- 
ites are  often  shoved  far  in  the  background.  Look  at  our  educa- 
tional history:  the  fad  of  local  regulation  of  school  matters  re- 
sulted in  the  fallacy  of  the  district  school  system,  which,  said 
Horace  Mann,  "was  the  most  pernicious  thing  in  Massachusetts 
school  history."  Our  colleges  had  narrow,  limited  curricula;  re- 
sult, the  fad  of  free  election  and  the  fallacious  uncontrolled  elec- 
tive system.  President  Hall  applies  the  "recapitulation"  fad  to 
education;  methods  must  be  reshaped  upon  the  basis  of  this 
new  theory;  today  we  have  to  tear  down  and  begin  over  again, 
since  Thomdike  and  others  have  disproved  the  truth  of  this  fad. 
A  clever  American  magazine  editor  exploits  the  work  of  a  quiet 
Italian  teacher;  the  Montessori  fad  swamps  us,  and  the  fallacy 
of  making  teaching  spineless,  attractive  and  pleasant  results.  May 
I  generalize,  and  say  that  most  educational  fads  soon  become  edu- 
cational fallacies.  We  have  grave  need  of  an  educational  law 
of  gravity  to  check  the  swing  of  the  educational  pendulum. 
Public  secondary  education  has  just  escaped  one  peril,  is  now 
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dallying  with  a  second,  and  is  headed  towards  a  third.  The 
three  popular  fallacies  in  our  high  schools  are  (1)  that 
the  public  high  school  is  merely  a  college  preparatory  school ;  (2) 
that  all  high  school  studies  must  be  made  intere^ing  and  attrac- 
tive to  the  pupils,  and  (8)  that  the  high  school  must  teach  many 
fiubjects  that  will  prepare  students  to  "make  a  living/^  In  each 
case,  the  fallacy,  to  the  writer's  mind,  consists  in  overdoing,  swing- 
ing too  far.  These  fallacies  may  be  cured  by  giving  more  con- 
sideration to  the  needs  and  interestn  of  the  85%  of  our  high  school 
pupils  who  never  enter  college,  by  not  sugar-coating  all  hi^  school 
education,  and  by  realizing  the  value  of  the  course  that  does  not 
add  to  one's  salary  check,  nor  prepare  one  to  make  a  living,  but 
to  live  a  life. 

Historically,  the  high  school  was  but  a  preparatory  school  for 
college.  Originally  no  one  entered  it  unless  he  had  college  aspi- 
rations. The  college,  naturally,  dominated  the  high  school,  dic- 
tated the  course  of  study,  the  aim,  and^  method  of  teaching.  It 
has  taken  some  years  to  escape  this  fallacy,  and  germs  of  it  may 
yet  be  seen.  Our  New  England  organization  of  colleges  and  sec- 
ondary schools  is  still  called  "New  England  Association  of  Col- 
leges and  Preparatory  schools."  Are  the  colleges  interested  only 
in  the  schools  that  aim  first  to  feed  them  with  college  material? 
No  wonder  we  daily  hear  the  colleges  denoxmced  by  the  secondary 
43chool  men.  I  believe  that  the  day  will  come  when  a  "free  mar- 
gin" of  admission  credits  must  be  accepted  by  the  college.  The 
sloth  of  the  college,  and  the  radical  insurgent  spirit  of  so  many 
secondary  school  men  is  postponing  united  action  by  college  and 
school  to  solve  this  problem.  But  is  our  responsibility  over  when 
we  lay  the  blame  on  the  college  ?  Between  a  quarter  and  a  tenth 
of  the  high  school  pupils  will  enter  college — ^what  are  we  trying 
to  do  for  the  neglected  horde  that  will  enter  at  once  on  life  ?  What 
of  culture  and  refinement  and  preparation  for  the  enjoyment  of 
leisure  are  we  giving  them  ?  What  are  we  doing  for  every  second 
pupil  in  our  school,  the  one  who  will  be  eliminated  and  never 
graduate?  Is  he  getting  from  his  one,  two  or  three  years  any 
complete  training  along  one  line,  any  full  grasp  of  one  little 
subject — or  do  we  offer  him  year  by  year  sections  of  subjects 
upon  which,  in  the  case  of  those  few  other  students  who  study 
further,  the  college  will  finally  try  to  build  brains  and  mould 
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character?  It  is  fallacious  to  imagine  that  the  modem  public 
high  school  should  be  merely  a  college  preparatory  institution. 
Give  the  85%  more  attention,  add,  not  only  vocational  subjects, 
but  simple  courses  in  art  and  literature  for  the  non-coU^ate 
pupil,  so  that  he,  too,  may  have  some  real  mental  equipment 
when  his  school  days  are  over. 

Fallacy  number  two :     All  high  school  education  must  be  sugar 
coated,  made  easy,  and  "attractive".    If  a  pupil  dislikes  a  course, 
or  does  poorly  in  a  subject,  the  fault  is  the  teacher's.     "Task'',  says 
a  modem  schoolman,  "is  a  word  never  to  be  mentioned  in  the 
school."    Smooth  out  a  royal  road  to  learning,  gloss  over  the  hard 
things,  coat  the  disagreeable  tasks  with  sugar,  put  all  wisdom  on 
a  handy,  five-foot  shelf,  predigest.all  learning  for  the  pupil,  and 
make  the  pill  easy  to  take — then  our  educational  millenium  will 
be  at  hand,  and  every  school  be  a  "pleasant  house",  and  every 
scholar  come  witii  joy,  instead  of  the  whine  of  Shakespeare's 
schoolboy!    What  an  attractive  fad,  and  what  an  insidious  fall- 
acy 1     The  rod  has  gone,  but  may  the  Montessori  system  never 
take  its  place.    Were  Hogarth  a  modem  cartoonist,  he  would  re- 
draw his  series  on  "The  Idle  Apprentice"  and  picture  the  evils 
of  child  labor,  the  negligence  of  a  community  that  provided  no 
playground  save  a  cemetery,  no  games  save  gambling,  his  meagre 
wages  finally  driving  him  to  steal — ^the  fault  is  not  his,  but    that 
of  a  lax  age,  that  neglects  to  take  care  of  and  do  everything  for  its 
young  people.    It  is  splendid  to  see  this  modem  spirit  of  altruis- 
tic service,  of  playgroimds,  play  directors,  no  youthful  labor,  free 
transportation  to  school,  free  text  books,  easy  attractive  school  work 
— ^but  is  there  not  a  danger  of  overdoing  ?  The  strongest  steel  comes 
from  the  hottest  furnace,  and  the  pampered  youth  has  never 
helped  this  world.    From  chores  at  sunrise,  a  meagre  breakfast, 
a  five-mile  tramp  through  snow-drifted  roads,  the  cold  red  school 
house,  the  stem,  relentless  task  master  at  his  desk,  with  his  rod 
beside  him,  study  at  home,  perhaps  by  log  fire  light — these  made 
the  men  whom  New  England  glories  in  calling  her  great  sons. 
And  the  modem  high  school  boy — ^why,  all  that  we  recommend  is 
two  hours  of  home  study !    Six  hours  a  day,  or  more,  to  himself. 
Ninety  per  cent  correct  brings  him  high  praise  in  high  school.  No 
wonder  many  a  boy  who  enters  business  fails  when  he  meets  the 
insistent  daily  demand  for  nine  hours  of  his  time,  faithfully  given, 
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and  100%  accuracy  expected.  The  college  with  real  standards 
every  fall  must  discard  many  an  able  boy,  who  in  four  yeaw  of 
easy,  often  spineless  high  school  work,  has  lost  the  ability  to  con- 
centrate and  overcome  difficulties;  he  returns  home  at  mid  sem- 
ester, and  the  parents  and  school  men  blame  the  college  or  the 
boy,  never  themselves.  We  all  know  in  life  the  value  and  neccs- 
flily  of  doing  certain  things  we  hate  to  do,  but  which  must  be 
done.  The  accomplishment  of  these  tasks  trains  the  will;  hard 
knocks  are  the  best  developers  of  will  power.  Life's  road  Is  fai 
from  being  macadamized,  as  the  high  school  pupil  hopes,  and 
you  and  I  may  be  at  fault  in  not  drilling  him  for  the  ruts  and 
pitfalls  before  him.  Don't  make  education  too  easy;  don'u  let 
our  pupils  take  only  those  "snap  courses"  that  attract  and  please 
them;  don't  gloss  over  the  difficulties,  the  hard  things, — the  points 
that  must  be  mastered.  Beware  of  the  sugar-coated  pill  in  mod- 
em education — it  does  not  make  masters  of  men. 

Finally,  there  is  a  fallacy,  rather  insiduous  because  so  at- 
tractive and  partly  true,  that  demands  the  introduction  of  vo- 
cational subjects  into  the  high  school,  until  the  older  general 
eultural  sul^jects  are  swamped.  I  take  no  issue  with  those  who 
advocate  a  course  in  typewriting  or  domestic  science,  paralleling 
the  regular  subjects,  but  I  do  fear  the  results  of  the  "popular" 
vocational,  materialistic  courses  we  are  now  inaugurating.  Ghreek 
has  vanished  from  the  average  high  school  curriculum;  Latin 
is  now  called  "useless",  and  invectives  are  hurled  at  it  Algebra, 
because  it  may  not  help  a  girl  to  earn  a  bigger  salary  or  make  a 
more  comfortable  home,  is  to  be  thrown  into  the  scrap  heap. 
Teach  only  the  practical,  utilitarian  subjects  that  prepare  a  pu- 
pil to  make  a  living,  they  say.  Any  subject  that  does  not  help  a 
pupil,  financially,  is  tabooed.  All  education  is  tested  in  mone- 
tary terms,  materialism  is  entering  the  school,  learning  is  com- 
mercialized. "I  take  this  course",  says  our  pupil,  'T^ecause  it 
helps  me  to  get  a  good  job."  Where  is  our  educational  law  of 
gravity,  to  curb  the  swing  of  this  pendulum?  The  fallacy  is  all 
the  more  insidious  because  it  undoubtedly  contains  much  trutL 
But  are  we  not  going  too  far  and  too  fast  ?  These  vocational  sub- 
jects, if  increased,  will  stratify  our  schools  and  our  people.  We 
will  have  Germany's  plight  reproduced  here,  and  each  pupil  will 
follow  his  father's  situation  in  life;  the  son  of  the  blacksmith 
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will  learn  blacksmithing  in  school;  he  will  never  rise  above  his 
father,  although  he  may  be  a  better,  more  scientific  worker; 
America's  boasted  school  democracy  will  quickly  wane.  Yes,  it 
is  old  fashioned — ^perhaps  "old  fogey" — to  urge  an  education 
which  'leads  ouf'  the  pupil's  ability  and  character  and  person- 
ality, which  places  head  power  above  hand  agility.  But  Emerson 
pleaded  for  an  education  which  made  creators,  not  blind  follow- 
ers. Is  there  not  need  of  some  subjects  that  have  no  money  value, 
that  will  never  give  pupils  a  fatter  pay  envelope,  but  will  develop 
their  resources  and  increase  the  spread  of  culture  among  us  ?  Is 
there  not  a  value  to  the  valueless,  a  use  to  the  unnecessary  ?  You 
may  lau^  at  the  old  fashioned  professor  who  daily  thanked  Ood 
he  taught  subjects  that  had  no  practical  value ;  you  may  wonder 
at  the  audacity  of  the  college  president  who  defined  a  college  as  a 
place  where  for  four  years  one  studies  subjects  that  he  will  never 
use  in  after  life,  but  studies  them  in  a  way  that  will  influence 
every  day  of  his  after  life.  You  may  mistrust,  perhaps,  the 
university  president  who  discovered  that  literature  was  as  good 
as  biology  as  a  preparation  for  medical  success ;  and  you  may  smile 
again  at  the  architect  of  the  great  Woolworth  building  when  he 
prepares  his  son  for  architecture  by  having  him  study,  for  six- 
teen years,  subjects  absolutely  unrelated  to  the  field  in  which 
he  will  labor.  Why  waste  time,  say  those  who  support  this  fal- 
lacy, in  such  useless  subjects;  give,  in  high  school,  the  subjects 
that  will  bring  a  boy  or  girl  a  good  living.  France  changed 
part  of  her  educational  system  to  accord  with  this  policy,  and, 
presto,  the  employers  began  objecting  to  the  poor  work  of  their 
•employees,  specially  trained  for  their  jobs,  and  demanded  that 
Latin  be  reintroduced  into  these  French  schools.  Those  British 
doctors  who  fed  some  soldiers  on  food  composed  of  exactly  the 
Tight  percentage  of  fats,  carbohydrates,  sugars,  and  so  on,-^o  that 
there  would  be  no  waste, — ^were  surprised  to  find  that  their 
victims  did  not  fare  as  well  as  those  who  ate  the  wasteful,  unscien- 
tific food.  There  was  a  value  to  the  valueless.  Those  are  telling 
words  of  Professor  James' — ^"Except  for  those  ideas  directly  con- 
nected with  their  individual  business,  ideas  gained  by  men  be- 
fore the  age  of  25  are  practically  the  only  ones  they  will  ever 
liave  in  their  whole  lives."  Yet  some  would  have  almost  all  the 
ideas  that  high  school  pupils  receive  concerned  with  business. 
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What  does  the  average  American  do  with  his  leisure?  Is  there 
a  nation  that  is  more  dependent  on  outside  resources  for  the  en- 
joyment of  its  free  time?  How  much  does  vocational  education 
help  a  boy  or  girl  to  employ  their  non-working  hours,  to  discover 
within  them  resources  that  make  leisure  pleasant,  without  re- 
lying on  the  stimulus  of  the  "movies",  the  crowded  street,  or 
the  trashy  magazine?  Should  not  high  school  boys  and  girls  go 
into  life  trained  to  use  the  wonderful  pleasure  giving  opportuni- 
ties which  literature,  art  and  history  afford  ?  How  many  of  the 
pupils  trained  in  the  new  vocational  subjects  know  how  to  read 
with  pleasure, — and  what  bigger  gift  can  education  bring  us? 
Do  we  not  see  the  danger  in  merely  fitting  for  a  job,  to  make  a  liv- 
ing instead  of  preparing  for  life,  to  make  a  character?  Presi- 
dent Butler,  in  his  annual  report  just  issued,  criticizes  this  ul- 
tra-vocational training:  Carried  to  its  logical  result,  he  says,  it 
would  mean  a  static  and  a  stratified  social  order,  which  would  put 
an  end  to  individual  initiative  and  to  individual  opportunity. 
"The  basis  of  any  true  vocational  preparation",  he  adds,  "is 
training  to  know  a  few  things  well  and  thoroughly,  and  in  gaining 
such  knowledge  to  form  those  habits  of  mind  and  of  will  that  (It 
the  individual  to  meet  new  duties  and  unforeseen  emergencies." 
When  the  high  school  more  fully  realizes  its  opportunitiy — and 
dare  I  say  obligation, — of  conserving  culture,  training  brains,  not 
hands,  inspiring  ideals  as  well  as  ideas,  wisdom  as  well  as  knowl- 
edge, then  the  college  will  gladly  share  the  responsibility,  wiU, 
let  the  school,  striving  toward  this  goal,  work  out  its  own  methods 
and  subjects,  then  the  educational  millenium  will  come,  and  the 
lamb  and  the  lion  lie  down  together. 
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Fbbdbbic  W.  Sandbbs 
Continued  from  January  Education. 

III.  It  is  of  great  significance  in  education  that  the  study  of 
human  beings  at  different  stages  of  development  has  made 
evident  not  only  that  (a)  individuals  differ  greatly  in  va- 
rious psychic  and  physical  particulars  and  capacities,  but 
that  (6)  the  same  individual  differs  greatly  at  different 
stages  of  natural  development,  and  that  (c)  notwithstand- 
ing the  individual  peculiarities  there  is  a  general  likeness 
in  the  mental  and  bodily  powers  of  all  normal  members  of 
the  same  race  at  corresponding  stages  of  development,  and 
that,  FiNAiXY,  there  are  at  least  three  fairly  well  marked 
stages  of  psycho-psysical  development  falling  within  the 
commonly  recognized  periods  of  systematic  school  educa- 
tion, separated  hy  two  transition  periods,  which  stages  of 
development  are  so  distinct  as  to  suggest  that  they  should 
he  made  the  bases  of  the  organization  and  grading  of  our 
school  system. 

These  stages  of  psycho-physical  development  are: — 

A.  The  i)eriod  of  quite  rapid  growth  prior  to  the  '^second 
dentition"  and  the  approximate  completion  of  the  growth 
of  the  brain  in  bulk — ^which  might  be  designated  as  the 
period  of  childhood  proper. 

a.  The  transition  period  of  retarded  growth  and  comparative 
delicacy  at  the  time  of  the  "second  dentition",  coming  gen- 
erally in  American  children  about  the  eighth  or  ninth  year. 

B.  The  period  of  slow  but  steady  growth,  following  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  new  equilibrium  after  the  completion  of 
the  transition  period  just  mentioned,  and  lasting  until  pu- 
berty. This  appears  to  be  a  period  especially  favorable 
to  the  establishment  of  useful  automations,  and  might  be 
designated  as  the  period  of  boyhood  and  girlhood  proper. 

b.  The  critical  transition  period  of  pubescence,  said  to  come 
generally  in  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  girls  about  the 
fourteenth  year,  and  in  the  case  of  boys  about  a  year  later. 
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C.     The  period  of  adolescence  proper. 

Remarks :  It  would  perhaps  be  well  for  the  educator  to  regard 
the  year  in  which  puberty  is  actually  attained  and  the  year  or 
two  immediately  following  as  constituting  a  special  stage  of  de- 
velopment, differing  considerably  from  that  of  later  adolescence, 
as  well  as  differing  radically  from  that  of  boyhood  or  girlhood 
preceding  it  This  stage  is  unquestionably  the  most  critical  stage 
of  human  development  with  which  the  teacher  has  to  deal. 

It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  no  one  maintains  that 
these  periods  are  marked  off  by  perfectly  sharp  lines;  it  is  not 
maintained,  for  example,  that  the  general  state  of  mind  and  body 
of  a  girl  during  the  few  months  immediately  preceding  her  first 
menstrual  discharge  is  less  like  the  mental  and  physical  state  of 
the  same  girl  three  months  after  the  first  catamenia  than  it  is  like 
her  psycho-physical  condition  on  her  tenth  birthday.     Neverthe- 
less, although  the  boundaries  are  not  sharp,  the  stages  are  fairly 
distinct  and  of  great  sigaificance;  and  it  is  well  to  notice  that 
under  our  present  system  of  public  school  organization  in  the 
United  States  the  three  stages  of  development  above  referred  to 
as  (1)  childhood  proper,  (2)  boyhood  and  girlhood  proper,  and 
(3)  adolescence,  correspond  roughly  to  the  primary  school,  the 
"granmiar",  or  intermediate  school,  and  the  high  school.     But 
unfortunately  the  correspondence  is  only  roughly  approximated, 
and  to  say  nothing  of  the  lack  of  any  clear  line  of  direction  in 
method  between  the  instruction  in  the  kindergarten  and  primary 
school,  on  the  one  hand,  and  that  in  the  upper,  or  "grammar 
school"  grades,  on  the  other  (the  division  in  fact  coming  rather 
between  the  kindergarten,  where  there  is  one,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  primary  and  grammar  grades  together,  on  the  other),  it  is 
a  potent  (and  I  think  a  very  unfortunate)  fact  that  the  higher 
grammar  school  grades  deal  chiefly  with  adolescents. 
IV.     The  comparative  study  of  the  mental  and  physical  develop- 
ment of  men  and  of  sub-human  animals,  of  races  and  of 
ilidividuals,  in  the  light  of  the  doctrine  of  evolution,  has 
suggested  certain  interesting  truths  as  to  the  meanings  of 
mental  and  physical  phenomena,  which  it  is  foolish  to  ig- 
nore, even  though  it  be  granted  that  these  suggested  prolwi- 
bilitieB  have  not  yet  been  demonstrated  to  be  true. 
Remarks:    It  is  not  only  unwise  to  ignore  the  possibility  that 
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there  may  be  great  significa/nce  in  some  of  the  correspondences 
between  the  development  of  the  race  and  that  of  the  individual, 
but  it  is  silly  to  assume  (as  has  been  assumed  by  one  or  more 
writers)  that  if  these  correspondences  be  significant  it  is  incum- 
bent upon  us  to  read  them  in  only  one  way,  and  to  interpret  the 
development  of  the  race  in  the  light  of  that  of  the  individual,  but 
not  the  development  of  the  individual  in  the  light  of  that  of  the 
race.     If  the  correspondences  are  significant,  we  can  not  only 
learn  something  as  to  the  development  of  the  race  from  that  of  the 
individual,  but  also  something  as  to  the  development  of  the  in- 
dividual from  our  (admittedly  imperfect)  knowledge  of  the  de- 
velopment of  the  race.    Even  though  an  enthusiastic  student  of 
genetic  psychology  may  sometimes  ask  us  to  go  with  him  a  little 
too  fast  and  too  far,  we  must,  nevertheless,  if  we  are  open-minded 
seekers  for  light,  recJcon  with  genetic  psychology  in  looking  for 
solutions  of  educational  problems.   Although  the  "recapitulation^^ 
theory*  may  be  unproven  and  the  "culture  epoch  theoryf  may 
have  been  assumed  with  too  much  definiteness  by  some  enthusi- 
asts, and  although  the  existence  of  "nascent  stages:):  may  be  less 
satisfactorily  established  than  the  law  of  gravity,  yet  the  educa- 
tor that  ignores  these  theories  is  turning  his  back  upon  a  possible 
(to  speak  very  conservatively)  source  of  light,  and  in  doing  so  is 
unfaithful  to  the  duty  his  vocation  lays  upon  him. 
V.     The  acceptance  of  postulates  III  and  IV  does  not  at  all  re- 
quire the  educator  to  follow  slavishly  the  tastes,  inclinations 
and  impulses  showing  themselves  in  the  child  at  a  given 
stage  of  development,  but  it  does  require  that  the  educator 
should  carefully  study  these  tendencies,   in  order  to  avail 
himself  of  the  light  thus  gained  to  take  the  line  of  least  re- 
sistence  in  assisting  the  child  to  such  a  development  of  the 
potentialities  of  his  nature  as  shall  make  possible  for  him  a 
large,  rich,  beautiful,  serviceable  and  happy  life;  that  is  to 
say,  in  order  to  give  the  child  such  an  education  as  shall 
enable  him  to  so  far  harmonize  his  life  with  things  as  they 
are,  physical  and  social,  as  to  be  capable  of  advaiicing  freely, 

*  See  Cephas  Gulllet  on  "Recapitulation  and  Education"  in  the'  Pedagogical 
Seminary,  vol.  VDL 

t  See  the  writings  of  the  American  Herbatians  generally,  such  as  De  Qounod's 
'llerbart  and  the  Herbations."  (Scribners.) 

t  See  the  writings  of  Dr.  G.  Stanley  .Hall. 
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along  the  line  of  development  suggested  by  hb  individual 
genius,  into  the  largest  life  possible  for  a  being  having  the 
endowments  of  humanity. 
Remarks:  This  means  that  the  possibly  cruel  and  savage  im- 
pulses of  a  child  at  a  given  stage  of  development,  while  they  should 
not  be  encouraged,*  are  yet  to  be  considered  by  those  whose  duly 
it  is  to  guide  the  child's  development;  these  and  all  other  in- 
stincts and  natural  inclinations  of  the  child  being  used  in  his  edu- 
cation, sometimes  as  suggesting  methods  of  approach  to  valuable 
knowledge  and  achievement,  at  other  times  as  affording  points 
of  departure  for  training  in  self-control,  balance  and  i)oise  of  life. 
The  work  of  the  teacher  is  perhaps  best  indicated  by  the  term 
GUIDANCE.  Wliile  the  teacher's  function,  most  assuredly,  is  not 
to  drive  the  pupils  alo^g  a  beaten  educational  highway,  and 
probably  it  would  be  ^  mistake  to  conceive  of  the  function  of 
the  teacher  even  as  that  of  one  who  should  lead  the  young  to 
follow  in  his  own  footsteps,  yet  the  teacher's  business  is  to  outdb, 
to  accompany  the  yoimg  in  their  voyages  of  discovery  into  the 
by  them  as  yet  unexplored  universe  which  lies  all  about  them,  to 
give  them  tlie  benefit  of  his  previous  partial  exploration  of  diat 
which  is  to  them  wholly  terra  incognita,  and  to  point  out  to  them 
the  shortest  path  to  those  points  of  vantage  giving  broad  vistas 
from  which  the  young  explorer  can  most  intelligently  plan  his 
own  future  excursions. 

It  might  naturally  be  supposed  that  the  scion  of  the  most 
highly  evolved  germs  of  living  beings  of  which  we  have  any  knowl- 
edge, the  marvelous  complexity  of  whose  organism  surpasses  the 
most  wonderful  miracle  of  which  the  poetic  imagination  of  man 
has  ever  conceived,  would  be  provided  at  birth  with  a  nervous 
system  so  moulded  by  the  experiences  of  the  stock  from  which  his 
life  buds  forth,  that  the  successive  instincts  that  find  expression 
as  his  life  develops  to  maturity  would  of  themselves  go  far  to  make 
his  life  a  satisfactory  one,  even  in  the  absence  of  any  consciously 
directed  education  on  the  part  of  his  elders.    But  we  should  re- 

*  Calling  to  mind  President  O.  Stanley  Hall's  well  known  tadpole  illustration, 
it  may  be  suggested  that  biology  has  taught  us  In  the  case  of  certain  batrachlans 
that  where  the  conditions  are  too  favorable  to  the  exercise  of  the  organs 
adapted  to  the  creature's  early,  water-inhabiting  stage  of  development.  It  may 
ntyw  fully  mature  in  the  land-living  stage  of  development  characteristic  of  the 
genus  to  which  it  belongs,  but  may  carry  gills  to  the  day  of  its  death. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Orgamzation  of  Education  377 

member  that  in  the  economy  of  nature  it  is  quite  possible  that  the 
parental  instincts  of  the  advlt  may  be  substituted  for  instincts 
of  self-direction  in  a  being  whose  infancy  is  to  be  long  continued; 
BO  that^  freed  from  the  care  and  strain  of  self-preservation  and 
self-proteotiony  the  immature  being  may  long  retain  that  high  de- 
gree of  plasticity  and  educabilily  throi]^  which  alone  it  can  gain 
the  benefit  of  the  many  and  important  new  experiences  of  differ- 
ent individual  members  of  the  highly  evolved  and  very  delicately 
and  complexly  organized  race  to  which  it  belongs — experiences 
that  may  have  been  too  recently  gained  and  too  rapidly  accumu- 
lated to  have  made  a  definitely  heritable  impress  upon  the  ner- 
vous system.  In  the  light  of  this  reflection  it  would  seem  that 
to  leave  the  child  to  be  wholly  guided  by  his  own  individual  in- 
stincts would  be  to  force  what  from  the  standpoint  of  civilization 
must  be  regarded  as  a  precocious  maturity  upon  him^  and  thus 
to  deprive  him  of  the  present  enjoyment  and  future  benefit  of  the 
prolonged  youth  for  which  nature  has  made  such  ample  provision, 
the  result  of  which  deprivation  must  be  a  stunted  human  product, 
whose  psychic  growth  would  be  greatly  diminished,  if  not  wholly 
arrested  on  a  low  plane  of  development  In  such  a  mistaken  ap- 
plication of  the  idea  of  loyalty  to  nature,  in  thus  trusting  the 
child's  development  wholly  to  his  own  instincts  at  every  stage  of 
developmeut,  we  should  really  be  acting  in  disregard  of  and 
in  opposition  to  the  method  of  nature,  which  has  made  large 
provision  for  the  development  of  humanity  through  the  parental 
instinct  of  guidance  and  by  means  of  the  power  of  mental  ab- 
straction that  mankind  has  acquired,  which  makes  it  possible  to 
communicate  a  great  part  of  the  results  of  recent  individual  hu- 
man experiences  to  those  who  have  not  themselves  had  these  par^ 
ticular  experiences,  who  may  never  have  them,  but  who  may 
nevertheless  be  benefitted  by  the  knowledge  that  has  been  gained 
through  them.  We  too  often  forget  that  civilization  is  itself  a 
natural  product  of  human  development,  although  one  com- 
municable rather  by  tradition,  by  education,  than  by  inheritance. 
An  admirable  illustration  of  the  pedagogical  value  of  tJie 
instincts  and  inclinations  in  the  child  that  appear  to  repeat  those 
of  an  earlier  stage  of  adult  human  development,  is  offered  by  the 
use  that  may  be  made  of  this  similarity  between  the  development 
of  the  race  and  of  the  individual,  to  teach  the  child,  (almost  un- 
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oonsciouslj  to  himself,  but  in  the  most  real  and  vital  and  con- 
vincing manner)  the  history  of  the  development  of  the  human 
race  to  its  present  stage  of  culture,  by  presenting  to  the  child,  by 
description  and  illustration,  the  successive  stages  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  human  race  toward  its  present  grade  of  civiliza- 
tion, at  those  stages  of  his  own  individual  development  £rom  in- 
fancy to  maturity  at  which  he  is  best  fitted  to  sympathize  with^ 
imitate,  and  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  several  grades  of  social 
development  portrayed.  Mudi  can  be  done  in  this  way ;  and  the 
youth  who  has  thus  learned  history,  who  has  thus  learned  step 
by  step,  at  the  right  time,  in  such  a  way  as  to  feel  the  natural- 
ness of  it,  the  genesis  of  our  present  culture — of  our  institutions 
and  ideas,  our  material  and  mental  development — ^has  a  vital 
knowledge  of  history  which  many  a  professor  might  envy,  a 
knowledge  which  has  the  great  practical  value  of  protecting  him 
from  the  extravagance  and  inconsiderate  impatience  of  the  Uto- 
pian idealist  and  the  revolutionary  reformer,  and  of  leading 
him  to  be  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  best  sense  conservative  and 
progressive,  saving  him  at  once  from  the  despair  and  cynicism 
of  the  pessimist,  and  from  the  blind  futurity  of  the  optimist,  and 
giving  him  instead  the  poise  and  sanity  of  the  hopeful,  thought- 
ful and  energetic  meliorist. 

VI.  In  education  the  policy  of  the  open  door  should  be  main- 
tained as  far  as  possible. 

Remarks :  This  requires  not  alone  that  we  should  do  all  that  we 
can  to  have  the  young  person's  life  rich  and  beautiful  at  any 
given  stage  of  development,  but  that  we  should  so  do  this  as  to 
keep  the  possibility  open  for  him  to  proceed  to  the  highest  round 
of  the  educational  ladder  with  the  least  loss  of  time  and  effort,  in 
case  he  should  later  be  able  to  carry  his  systematic  education 
farther  than  may  at  an  early  stage  seem  probable;  that  his  edu- 
cation shall  be  so  carefully  and  broadly  planned  that  what  he 
learns  at  any  early  stage  of  his  development,  whether  in  adoles- 
cence, boyhood,  or  childhood,  shall  not  shut  him  up  to  just  one 
line  of  development  in  the  future. 

VII.  The  best  education  that  can  possibly  be  afforded,  is  the 
most  economical,  both  for  the  commimity  at  large  that  pro- 
vides it  for  its  rising  generation  and  for  the  individual 
families  that  offer  it  to  their  children. 
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Remarks'.  All  the  investigations  of  economists,  publicists  and 
statesmen  point  to  the  fact  that  the  richest  and  most  productive 
communities  are  those  in  which  the  people,  the  workers,  are  most 
intelligent  and  efficient, — that  is,  best  educated  (although  not 
necessarily  most  schooled,  or  book  learned).  So  that,  even  from 
the  sta/ndpoint  of  the  community  or  of  the  family  that  desires 
nothing  higher  than  that  its  members  shall  be  most  largely  pos- 
sessed of  the  material  goods  of  life,  the  development  and  improve- 
ment  of  edtication  should  be  the  chief  interest. 

This  would  be  true  even  if  the  life  were  not  more  than  meat, 
and  the  body  than  raiment,  even  if  the  best  education  (in  the  true 
sense)  were  not  of  supreme  value  from  the  standpoint  of  ability 
to  live  a  large,  rich,  beautiful  human  life, — ^to  enable  our  young 
people  to  enter  into  their  inheritance  as  the  heirs  of  the  ages  and 
to  enjoy  the  richness  and  beauty  of  this  wonderful  universe  that 
is  so  largely  a  closed  book  to  the  narrow  minds  and  undeveloped 
physical  natures  of  the  uneducated. 

VULL.    Now  is  (always)  the  time  for  practical  reform  in  the 
school  (as  everywhere  else.) 

Remarks:  There  is  no  more  insidious  fallacy;  nothing  so 
perfectly  calculated  to  paralyze  practical  work  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  human  institutions  than  the  notion  that  our  present  busi- 
ness is  simply  to  gather  facts  and  submit  hypotheses  to  laboratory 
tests,  until  we  shall  have  a  fairly  complete  body  of  scientifically 
established  knowledge  upon  which  to  base  practical  action.  Our 
knowledge  will  never  be  complete — at  least  until  the  need  for 
the  amelioration  of  human  conditions  shall  have  passed  away! — 
and  it  is  always  our  duty  to  apply  with  the  one  hand  the  little 
insight  that  we  have  already  gained,  while  with  the  other  hand 
we  are  reaching  out  toward  larger  knowledge.  Experience  would 
seem  to  suggest  that  the  greater  our  achievements  in  science,  the 
more  we  shall  be  impressed  by  our  ignorance,  the  vaster  our 
conception  of  the  unknown  lying  before  us,  and  hence  the  less 
ready  we  shall  be  to  regard  our  knowledge  as  fairly  complete.  If 
we  were  to  wait  for  that  consummation,  we  should  never  take 
the  first  step  toward  improving  the  practical  conditions  of  life. 

(To  be  continued) 
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By  Wallace  N.  Stbabns/Fabgo  College, 
Fakgo,  Nobth  Dakota. 

HE  day  for  scientific  religious  education  has  come. 
The  people  want  it  and  they  will  have  it  The 
problem  now  is,  how  shall  provision  be  made? 
Here  is  a  province  that  peculiarly  appeals  to  a 
college  or  university  not  relying  on  the  state  for 
support,  especially  to  the  denominational  institu- 
tion. 

We  have  long  been  concerned.  There  have  been 
many  attempts,  some  of  them  successful,  some  of  them  wisely  di- 
rected. The  progress  of  scientific  studies  has  developed  many 
needs.  Today  we  find  ourselves  seeking  not  only  Biblical  instruc- 
tion carried  on  in  the  li^t  of  recent  discoveries  and  investiga- 
tions: we  sorely  need  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  principles 
of  pedagogy  and  of  their  application  to  the  treatment  of  religious 
problems.  Beligious  workers  also  need  for  the  best  results  a 
knowledge  of  institutions,  as  the  Church,  the  Sunday  School,  and 
of  all  other  agencies  in  the  field. 

New  problems  are  constantly  coming  up.  Just  now,  for  ex- 
ample, we  are  concerned  with  the  rural  problem.  Pastors  and 
public  teachers  are  leaving  college  and  seminary  for  country 
positions.  They  carry  with  them  city  training  and  an  ambition 
to  get  back  to  the  city  as  soon  as  they  can.  The  country  has  come 
to  be  regarded  as  a  good  place  to  begin  but  not  the  place  for  a 
career.  The  country  is  simply  being  practised  on.  Public  opin- 
ion needs  education.  The  country  parish  and  country  school  need 
to  be  dignified  and  exalted  to  a  degree  that  will  mark  them  as  a 
peculiar  field  of  activity,  calling  for  especial  and  large  talent, 
and  not  as  wayhouses  for  ambitious  climbers.  These  two  apostles 
ought  to  have  training  in  rural  matters  to  the  end  that  they  may 
appreciate  rural  conditions  and  needs,  may  know  of  possible  re- 
medial agencies,  and  may  be  able  to  persuade  people  to  an  ac- 
xjeptance  of  a  gospel  that  t6uches  every  phase  of  life. 
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The  ever  present  problem  in  the  small  college  is  finance.  If 
some  generous  benefactor  prepares  the  way  the  rest  is  easy.  But 
how  with  present  resources  can  such  a  department  be  carried 
into  effect  ? 

Often  present  resources  properly  grouped,  and  supplemented 
in  only  a  small  degree  will  accomplish  tiie  result.  Every  college 
offers  courses  that  are  available.  Philosophy,  education,  history. 
Biblical  literature  are  all  apropos.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
work,  short  courses  could  if  arranged  for,  win  a  large  constitu- 
ency and  serve  to  get  matters  started.  We  can  be  loyal  to  our 
ideals  and  still  employ  the  best  means  at  our  disposal 

Ev^ry  college  should  do  something.  What  is  ^e  least  that  can 
be  done  f  We  begin  with  a  statement  from  the  bulletin  of  a  col- 
lege large  in  purpose,  though  like  most  colleges,  limited  in  re- 
sources.   The  plan  presents,  say,  a  minimum. 

THB  STATBMBIfT.* 

"It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  college  to  start  a  theological  semi- 
nary, but  in  response  to  a  widely  felt  need  and  demand,  to  pro- 
vide courses  in  religious  and  moral  education.  Four  classes  of 
students  are  especially  provided  for:  (1)  the  lay  worker  seeking 
increased  efficiency:  (2)  the  student  preparing  for  professional 
studies  in  seminary,  association,  or  other  training  school;  (3)  the 
worker  desiring  supplemental  training  or  seeking  up-to-date  meth- 
ods; and  (4)  all  wishing  to  participate  more  intelligently  in  the 
moral  and  religious  activities  of  home,  church  and  community. 

OOUBSES    OF    INSTBUOTIOir. 

The  regular  course  leading  to  full  certificate  involves  sixty- 
four  hours  of  credit  work,  of  which  thirty-two  hours  must  be 
selected  from  Gtfoup  I.  The  balance  may  be  made  up  in  Group 
XL 

aBOUP  I. 

On  completion  of  thirty-two  semester  hours  of  the  work  listed 
under  the  department  of  religious  education,  graduates  of  any 

*Furgo  College  Bulletin,  November,  1911. 
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Btandard  college  of  liberal  arts  will  be  granted  a  certificate  in 
religious  education.     This  work  must  be  distributed  as  follows: 

1.  Biblical  History  and  Literature.  11  hours. 

2.  Philosophy  and  Education.  9  hours. 

3.  Sociology  and  Etiiics.  6  hours. 

4.  Public  Speaking.  2  hours. 

6.    Four  hours  to  be  selected  from  the  departments  of  Religious 
Art  and  Music 

asoup  n. 

Selected  courses  from  the  several  college  departments.  In  a 
state  where  so  many  nationalities  are  represented,  we  urge  con- 
sideration of  the  courses  offered  in  the  modem  languages. 

OUTLIlsrE   OP   THE    OOUESES. 

Note — ^Numbers  of  courses  correspond  to  numbers  in  college 


1-2.  Old  Testament  History,  political  and  social,  (a)  His- 
tory of  the  Hebrews  from  the  earliest  times;  (b)  political  and 
social  movements,  their  causes  and  results;  (c)  the  literature  of 
the  Old  Testament  and  the  development  of  social  and  ethical 
ideas..  Based  on  the  study  of  the  Old  Testament  books  in  the 
light  of  contemporary  records. 

3.  History  of  the  Early  Church,  with  a  survey  of  the  litera- 
ture of  the  New  Testament  and  of  the  social  and  ethical  teachings 
of  Jesus  and  of  the  New  Testament  writers.  A  study  of  the 
book  of  Acts  with  survey  of  other  New  Testament  writings.  His- 
torical and  literary  problems. 

4.  History  of  the  English  Bible,  the  several  versions,  and  tho 
manner  of  their  transmission.  Some  text  as  Price's  Ancestry 
of  the  English  Bible  will  form  the  basis  of  the  course. 

11.  Oreek  New  Testament.  This  course  comprises  tho 
thorough  study  of  the  entire  Gospel  of  John.  It  aims  at  the  ac- 
quisition of  vocabulary  and  the  general  principles  of  grammar. 

12.  Elementary  Hebrew,  grammar  and  translations.  Head- 
ing of  narrative  prose.  Students  of  the  Old  Testament  will  do 
well  to  be  able  at  least  to  trace  in  the  Hebrew  lexicon  and  to  read 
the  critical  notes  in  the  commentaries. 
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EDUCATION. 

2.  Elementary  Pedagogy.  The  organization  and  curriculum, 
ediioational  values,  how  to  study,  and  other  practical  prouioms 
will  be  discussed.  Presupposes  a  course  in  elementary  Psychol' 
ogy. 

4.  Psychology  for  Teachers.  A  supplement  to,  and  continua- 
tion of  Philosophy  1,  or  college  Psychology. 

8.  Philosophy  of  Educaiion.  Advanced  Pedagogy.  A  course 
in  the  theory  and  art  of  teaching,  based  on  psychological  and  ethi- 
cal principles. 

PHTLOSOPHT. 

la.  Elementary  Psychology.  An  introductory  course  for  in- 
tending teachers,  open  to  all  students  of  college  rank,  and  to 
others  of  maturity  by  special  arrangement.  It'  is  required  for 
those  preparing  to  teach  music  and  art,  (see  those  departments), 
and  forms  a  good  preparation  for  the  more  difficult  advanced 
course  in  Psychology  next  described. 

1.  Psychology.  A  general  introductory  course,  of  a  more  ad- 
vanced nature,  required  of  all  who  take  a  college  degree.  It 
is  the  necessary  basis  for  all  advanced  work  in  Philosophy  and 
should  be  taken  in  tiie  sophomore  year  by  those  who  desire  to 
major  or  specialize  in  Philosophy. 

2.  Advaanced  Psychology.  Designed  as  a  continuation  of 
Course  1.  It  is  often  given  as  a  course  for  teachers,  in  which 
case  it  is  synonymous  with  Education  4.  It  may,  however,  be 
given  as  a  study  of  the  more  difficult  problems  of  theoretical 
Psychology. 

3.  Constructive  Ethics.  The  aim  of  this  course,  as  of  Courses 
9  and  10,  is  to  aid  the  student  in  finding  for  himself  the  basal  con- 
structive principles  for  a  satisfactory  working  philosophy  of  life. 
Prerequisite,  Course  1.  Paulsen's  Ethics  has  been  the  text  book 
the  past  three  years,  but  the  text  is  varied  frequently. 

BOOIOLOGY. 

6.  Sociology.  Principles  of  Social  Evolution.  A  study  of 
the  development  of  the  various  forms  of  human  association  with 
special  consideration  of  the  influence  of  !N'atural  Selection,  Com- 
petition, Combination,  and  Co-operation  on  social  progress. 
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PUBLIO  SPEAKINa. 

1.  Extempore  Speaking.  Close  analysis  of  the  thought,  rhet- 
oric, and  expression  of  extempore  speech  with  constant  practice 
and  study  of  models.  Adaptation  of  speech  to  wide  variety  of 
subjects,  occasions,  and  audiences. 

3.     Continuation  of  1. 

3.  Argumentation.  Study  of  the  principles  of  evidence,  an- 
alysis, brief  drawing,  written  and  oral  forensics.  Theoretical 
work  supplemented  by  practice  in  debate  and  application  to 
practical  usage.  Baker's  Bevised  Principles  of  Argumentation 
and  supplementary  reading, 

4.  Continuation  of  Course  3. 

6.  Oratory.  The  history  of  oratory  as  a  preliminary  to  prac- 
tice writing  and  speaking.  Modem  oratory  in  relation  to  modem 
problems,  and  the  individual  development  of  the  student  in  ap- 
preciation and  power. 

lossioirs. 

Christian  Missions  and  Modem  Religious  Movements.  Under 
this  head  a  series  of  lectures  will  be  given  with  opportunities 
for  collateral  reading. 

BBUGIOUS  ABT  AND  HUSIO. 

2.  History  of  Painting.  Early  Christian  and  Byzantine 
mosaics;  the  rise  of  painting  in  Italy  with  special  attention  given 
to  the  period  of  the  Benaissance.  A  large  number  of  prints  are 
used  to  illustrate  this  course. 

4.  Roman  Archaeology.  The  Topography  and  Monuments  of 
Ancient  Bome  and  of  Pompeii.  Informal  lectures  illustrated  by 
photographs.    A  knowledge  of  Latin  is  not  essential. 

5.  Church  Music. 

PBAOTIOB  TBAOHING  AND  TRAINING  IN  METHODS. 

''  1.  Practice  in  Actual  Class  Room  Teaching.  In  order  to 
give  pupils  skill  in  actual  teaching  they  are  placed  in  charge  of 
classes  in  the  various  departments  of  the  city  Sunday  schools  un- 
der capable  supervision.  Teaching  plans  are  approved,  and  help- 
ful criticism  is  given. 

2.    A  Study  of  City  Institute  Problems.    Students  who  are 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  College  and  ReKgioua  Educatjon  S8S 

preparing  to  conduct  City  Institutes  are  given  a  lecture  a  week  on 
the  problems  of  organization  and  management  of  the  city  teacher- 
training  institutes.  Some  observation  work  will  be  afforded  un- 
der capable  supervision. 

SHOBT  OOUBSES. 

To  accommodate  those  who  may  not  be  able  to  attend  an  entire 
semester^  the  work  of  many  of  the  courses  offered  may  be  so 
arranged  as  to  permit  any  desiring;  to  take  the  first  or  second 
half  of  a  semester,  credit  for  the  amount  of  work  done  being  given 
on  the  certificate  in  Religious  Education* 

I^EOTUSB  OOUBSES. 

From  time  to  time  series  of  lectures  are  given  on  subjects  of 
interest  to  students  in  this  department.  To  these  lectures  visitors 
are  always  welcome. 

1.  Israel  and  the  Nations.  The  land  of  Israel  and  adjacent 
countries  in  the  light  of  recent  discoveries.  Stereopticon.  Five 
lectures. 

2.  Introduction  to  Religious  Education.  These  lectures  will 
define  the  several  fields  of  study  and  acquaint  the  student  with 
the  best  books,  equipment,  and  means  of  procuring  the  same.'' 

Each  situation  is  a  problem  in  itself,  to  be  determined  largely 
by  local  conditions.  But  each  institution  has  in  its  power  to 
serve  as  a  centre  and  clearing  house  for  the  section  in  which  it  is 
placed,  and  owes  to  its  clientage  while  serving  education  in  its 
larger  sense  to  minister  also  to  immediate  needs.  The  exigency 
suggests  the  remedy.  A  special  bulletin  or  circular  grouping 
agencies  already  existing  and  now  shaped  to  meet  the  wants  of  a 
new  class  of  patrons — ^with  but  little  supplementing,  and  with 
no  additions  save  such  as  are  worthy  of  a  place  in  any  curriculum. 

There  is  here  opportunity  for  closer  co-operation  between  a 
college  and  its  constituency.  Local  and  district  meetings,  such  as 
institutes  and  conferences,  bring  the  college  into  ^  touch  with  a 
large  class  whom  duties  and  circumstances  prevent  from  prolonged 
absence  from  home  or  residence  in  a  college  community.  Many  who 
had  abandoned  hope  of  such  a  privilege  can  be  stimulated  to  en- 
deavor. In  a  score  or  more  of  hamlets  under  the  writer's  obser- 
vation ^there  have  sprung  up  circles  or  groups  of  students  who 
by  regular  meetings,  correspondence,  and  occasional  visits  are 
converting  winter  months  into  seasons  of  opportunity. 
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Examination  Questions  for  Bjrron's  ''  Prisoner  of  Chillon '' 
and'^Mazeppa'' 

Maud  E.  Kingsley. 

1.  Give  a  brief  account  of  the  author  of  these  poems.  Compare 
his  environment  and  education  with  that  of  some  poet  whose  life  you 
have  studied.    Compare  their  poetry. 

2.  What  influence  did  Byron  exert  upon  the  poetry  of  his  era? 
To  what  do  the  critics  ascribe  this  influence?  What  did  the  people 
of  Bjrron^s  day  think  of  his  poems  ? 

3.  To  what  class  of  poetical  composition  do  these  two  poems  be- 
long? Since  they  and  Longfellow^s  **Evangeline^'  belong  to  the 
same  general  division,  compare  PRISONER  OF  CHILLON  and 
MAZEPPA  with  "Evangeline.'^  Can  you  see  wherein  lies  the  great 
'difference  in  the  effect  produced  by  these  different  poems? 

4.  Who  relates  the  story  of  THE  PRISONER  OP  CHILLON 
and  Mazeppa, — ^the  poet  or  the  actor?  Describe  the  effect  pro- 
"duced  by  tiiis  device.  Describe  the  form  of  versification  used  in  each 
poem. 

6.  Relate  briefly  the  story  of  THE  PRISONER  OP  CHILLON. 
What  suggested  this  story  to  Byron? 

6.  Write  a  brief  description  of  the  Castle  of  Chillon  and  its  sit- 
uation and  of  the  illustrious  prisoner  who  was  once  confined  there. 
<3uote  the  first  two  lines  of  Byron's  sonnet  to  this  prisoner  and  ex- 
plain their  meaning. 

7.  Quote  the  first  lines  of  the  PRISONER  OP  CHILLON. 
Whsit  do  you  learn  from  them?  Discuss  the  manner  in  which  the 
poem  begins. 

8.  At  what  period  in  the  world's  history  is  the  scene  of  THE 
PRISONER  OP  CHILLON  laid?  How  do  you  know?  Describe 
Lake  Leman.    Where  will  you  find  it  on  the  map? 

9.  Write  an  imaginary  description  of  the  way  in  which  the 
hrothers  spent  their  time  in  the  dungeon.  Give  a  word  picture  and 
<5haracter  sketch  of  each. 

10.  Put  into  your  own  words  the  description  of  the  dungeon  in 
«tanza  ii.  Explain  the  simile  used  in  the  poef  s  description.  Repro- 
cluce  the  word  picture  of  stanza  xiii. 

11.  Point  out  those  passages  in  the  poem  which  impressed  you 
most.  Those  which  seemed  to  you  of  especial  beauty  or  pathos.  Re- 
late the  bird  episode. 

12.  Under  what  circumstances  was  the  narrator  released?  How 
•did  his  release  affect  him  Under  what  circumstances  did  he 
free  himself  from  his  chains? 
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13.  Give  the  biography  of  Mazeppa  from  some  encyclopedia.  Give 
a  word  picture  of  the  opening  scene.  Describe  the  occasion  for  the 
story  of  "Mazeppa's  Ride.'' 

14.  Give  a  word  picture  of  the  narrator  and  a  brief  biographical 
sketch  of  his  royal  audience. 

15.  Eelate  briefly  the  story  told  by  Mazeppa.  Describe  the  wild 
liorse  which  is  the  central  figure  of  the  story. 

16.  What  similes  does  the  narrator  use  to  impress  upon  his 
listener  the  swiftness  of  the  horse's  flight?  Describe  the  country 
through  which  the  horse  sped.  What  geographical  section  of  the 
world  is  it? 

17.  Give  a  character  sketch  of  Mazeppa,  boy  and  man.  What 
incident  shows  that  his  terrible  experience  changed  his  character  but 
little? 

18.  Eelate  the  conclusion  of  the  story  and  comment  upon  it  What 
.does  the  critic  mean  who  says:  *^Mazeppa's  Eide,  sublime  in  its  sub- 
stance and  finishing  with  a  joke,  is  at  once  the  masterpiece  and  sym- 
l)ol  of  Byron?" 

19.  Describe  the  verse  in  which  the  story  of  Mazeppa's  Ride  is 
Hx)ld.    What  do  the  dashes  which  occur  so  frequently  denote? 

20.  Paraphrase  and  give  the  context  for  the  following  passages 
;taken  from  both  poems: 

(1)  One  in  fire,  and  two  in  field. 
Their  "belief  with  Hood  have  sealed. 

(2)  Till  I  have  done  toith  this  new  day. 
<(3)     Among  the  stones  I  stood  a  stone. 

(4)  Sv^h  was  the  hazard  of  the  die. 

(5)  He  was  the  Polish  Solomon, 

(6)  I  have  bared  my  brow  full  in  Death's  face. 

21.  In  what  manner  did  Mazeppa  wreak  vengeance  upon  the 
Oount  Palatine?  Describe  the  manner  in  which  this  fact  is  told. 
At  wfiat  point  in  the  narration  of  the  story  is  it  told? 

22.  Reproduce  the  word  picture  of  stanza  xii.  of  MAZEPPA'S 
RIDE.  Does  it  give  you  an  impression  of  beauty  or  of  horror?  Re- 
produce the  word  picture  of  stanza  xvii. 

23.  Describe  the  dramatic  manner  in  which  Mazeppa  tells  of  his 
release. 

24.  Enumerate  those  characteristics  which  make  THE  PRIS- 
ONER OP  CHILLON  and  MAZEPPA'S  RIDE  suitable  to  read  in 
school.  Give  your  reasons  for  liking  or  disliking  these  poems,  as 
the  case  may  be. 

25.  Comment  at  length  upon  (1)  the  diction  of  the  two  poems; 
^2)  the  versification;  (3)  the  word  pictures;  (4)  the  use  of  figure; 
<i(5)  the  sustained  dramatic  interest. 
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We  commend  to  the  serious  attention  of  all  school  authorities  the 
proposition  to  abolish  grammar  school  graduating  exercises.  We 
believe  that  from  the  educational  viewpoint  no  valid  argument  can 
be  brought  forward  in  favor  of  them.  They  are  a  concession  to  a 
more  or  less  urgent  demand  on  the  part  of  inexperienced  pupils, 
thoughtless  teachers  and  unwise  parents  for  a  vain  display,  which 
is  equally  unjustifiable  from  the  standpoint  of  all  three  of  the  parties 
named.  The  teachers  consume  upon  such  graduation  exercises, 
time  and  strength  which  should  be  expended  otiierwise;  the  parents 
have  to  pay  for  expensive  graduating  dresses;  and  the  pupils  lose 
several  weeks^  time  that  could  far  better  be  put  into  a  thorough  re- 
view of  the  yearns  work,  which  would  give  them  ^  adequate  prepara- 
tion for  the  first  year  in  the  high  school.  Worst  of  all,  a  premium 
is  put  upon  leaving  school  at  tiie  completion  of  the  eightii  grade. 
There  is  no  more  reason-  for  putting  up  a  spectacular  celebration  at 
the  close  of  this  grade  than  at  the  completion  of  any  previous  year 
of  study.  No  child  who  can  possibly  stay  in  school  longer,  should 
be  permitted  (not  to  say  encouraged)  to  leave  after  passing  through 
eight  grades.  Eight  grades  do  not  thoroughly  prepare  any  ordinary 
child  to  enter  active  business,  professional  and  social  life  successfully. 
Exceptional  ability  sometimes  may  overcome  the  handicap  of  early 
graduation ;  but  the  exception  only  proves  the  rule.  PubUc  opinion 
should  establish  the  rule  that  all  our  children  should  go  out  into  life 
with  an  adequate  training  for  successful,  influential  careers.  This 
training  is  furnished  by  not  less  than  twelve  grades,,  begun  at  six 
years  and  ending  at  eighteen  years.  The  child  who  leaves  at  four- 
teen and  goes  to  work  is  immature  and  unfitted  to  shape  out  for 
himself  a  useful  future.  Why  mark  this  period  in  Ms  life  with  a 
celebration,  and  attract  attention  to  it  as  a  turning  point?  Eatiier 
let  us  put  the  goal  of  the  child's  ambition  at  the  close  of  the  high 
school  course  and  make  him  feel  that  to  graduate  at  that  time  is  a 
real  honor,  worthy  of  celebration  by  the  admiring  presence  and 
plaudits  of  parents,  neighbors,  teachers  and  all  friends.  Abolish 
grammar  school  graduations!  They  are  wrong  in  theory,  and  in 
practice  they  are  harmful  to  all  whom  they  concern. 


Attention  has  been  widely  called  of  late  to  the  necessity  of 
instructing  our  adolescent  boys  and  girls  in  the  matters  relating  to 
sex.  A  great  change  of  public  sentiment  on  this  question  has  tfdcen 
place  in  the  past  few  years,  and  nearly  every  one  now  believes  that 
these  matters  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  open,  and  that  our  chU- 
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dren  should  not  be  left  in  ignorance  about  organs  and  functions  that 
play  so  fundamental  a  part  in  the  life  history  of  each  individual 
and  in  the  drama  of  human  society.  The  old  habit  of  relegating  to 
a  dark,  unwholesome,  silent  comer  everything  relating  to  sex,  has, 
happily,  given  way  to  a  more  sensible,  safe  and  Christian  practice  o^ 
facing  the  dangers,  dispelling  ignorance  and  providing  the  child 
with  the  knowledge  that  will  enable  him,  if  he  will,  to  lead  a  pure 
and  normal  life.  But  while  all  now  agree  that  this  instruction 
should  be  given,  there  are  still  differences  of  opinion  as  to  who 
should  give  it.  Some  say  parents,  some,  the  Sunday  school,  or  the 
church,  some,  the  public  school  teacher.  In  view  of  these  differ- 
ences of  opinion  we  fear  many  children  are  missing  the  instruction 
altogether,  just  because  one  class  or  institution  lays  the  duty  oflp 
onto  another  and  so  it  is  a  task  that  is  assumed  by  none. 

Now,  there  is  no  general  rule  that  will  cover  all  cases.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly best  of  all  when  the  parents  can  take  this  matter  up 
with  their  children, — the  father  with  his  boys,  the  mother  with  her 
daughters.  This  is  the  natural  thing  and  who  should  be  better  fitted 
to  do  it  than  the  parent  if  there  exists  that  intimacy,  that  wisdom^ 
and  that  love  which  should  characterize  the  sacred  relationship  of 
parent  and  child.  Ah,  in  that  "if^^  the  rub  comes.  Sad  indeed^  it 
is,  but  too  true,  that  this  intimacy,  wisdom  and  love  often  exists  only 
in  theory;  and  when  this  is  the  case  the  solemn  obligations  and 
duties  belonging  to  parenthood  have  to  be  left  undone,  or  be  done 
by  others.  This  is  why  it  often  becomes  necessary  for  the  church, 
through  its  Sunday  school,  or  for  the  public  school,  through  its 
teachers,  to  take  up  this  matter. 

It  is  a  question  that  vitally  affects  citizenship.  Therefore  we  con- 
tend that  it  is  the  duty  of  public  schools,  through  the  teachers,  to 
find  out  by  questioning  the  individual  child,  whether  the  subject 
has  been  properly  presented  to  him  by  any  qualified  grown  person, 
and  if  not,  to  see  that  he  is  informed  of  those  things  which  all 
diould  know  about  a  matter  so  vitally  affecting  the  well-being  of 
society  and  the  individual. 


The  Iowa  Plan  of  Bubal  Teacher  Training:  In  order  to 
give  exact  information  regarding  the  comprehensive  plan  of  rural 
teacher  training  that  has  beien  undertaken  by  the  Iowa  State  Teachers 
College,  the  following  outline  is  given  to  the  public : 

1.  The  course  of  study  for  rural  teachers  requires  the  following 
subjects: — Beading,  English  Grammar,  Geography,  Arithmetic, 
United  States  History,  Physiology,  Orthography,  Penmanship,  Vo- 
cal Music,  Elementary  Economics,  Elementary  Civics,  Elementary 
Physics,  Elementary  Algebra,  English  Composition,  Professional  In- 
struction  as  a  teacher.   Sewing,   Cooking,   Manual  Training,   Ele- 
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mentary  Agriculture  and  Practice  in  Teaching,  involving  all-told 
two  fuU  years  of  preparation.  Allowance  is  made  for  acquirements 
already  possessed. 

2.  A  Department  of  Rural  Education  has  been  organized,  said 
department  being  federated  with  ijie  departments  of  Education  and 
of  Training  in  Teaching  existing  at  tiie  Teachers  College.  This 
special  department  is  managed  by  the  President  with  the  advice  and 
co-operation  of  an  executive  committee,  consisting  of  the  heads  of 
the  departments  of  education  and  training  in  teaching,  and  of  the 
senior  professor  of  rural  education. 

3.  The  students  enrolled  in  the  courses  for  rural  teacher  train- 
ing receive  all  the  privileges  conferred  by  the  college  without  having 
to  pay  either  tuition  or  laboratory  fees. 

4.  The  faculty  of  this  department  of  rural  education  consists  of 
the  executive  committee  and  of  all  the  members  of  the  general 
faculty  of  the  college  who  instruct  in  the  branch^  listed  in  the 
course  of  study  for  rural  teachers.  The  work  to  be  done  in  each  sub- 
ject is  differentiated  to  the  extent  that  is  necessary  to  adapt  the  in- 
struction given  to  the  life,  environment,  and  requirements  of n  the 
country  community  in  the  state  of  Iowa. 

5.  The  rural  schools  of  Cedar  Falls  township  and  of  parts  of 
townships  within  convenient  distance  of  the  college  campus,  consti- 
tute the  training-in-teaching  department.  These  are  organized  as 
demonstration  schools,  are  given  special  equipment,  and  are  super- 
vised by  a  special  professor  of  rural  education  who  is  a  member  of 
the  college  faculty.  The  regular  teachers  employed  for  these  dis- 
tricts are  such  as  can  be  approved  by  the  college  executive  committee, 
and  are  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  supervisor  of  rural  edu- 
cation. This  supervisor  has  charge  also,  in  an  educational  way,  of 
the  work  and  of  the  industrial  training  of  the  pupils  outside  of 
school  hours  and  during  the  customary  vacations.  All  of  the  duties 
of  the  pupils  at  home  for  the  household  and  on  the  farm  for  the 
family  constitute  a  part  of  the  regular  credit  work  in  the  yearly 
record.  He  also  has  charge  of  the  community  activities  and  plans 
the  social  center  meetings  to  be  maintained.  This  arrangement  gives 
the  rural  training  department  fifteen  or  more  demonstration  schools 
in  different  communities. 

6.  The  advanced  pupils  of  these  demonstration  rural  school  dis- 
tricts are  received  as  members  in  the  regular  high  school  maintained 
on  the  college  campus  and  are  granted  equivalent  considerations  to 
those  obtainable  in  the  city  high  school  district. 

7.  Illustrative  lessons  on  the  best  plans  of  instruction  for  the 
common  branches  are  systematically  given  these  rural  teachers  by 
the  regular  critics  of  the  training  school  department  as  a  part  of 
their  instruction  in  education  before  they  undertake  regular  practice 
in  the  demonstration  schools. 
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8.  The  practice  in  teaching  required  in  the  demonstration  echoola 
is  granted  sections  of  the  students  enrolled  in  the  rural  teacher  de- 
partment, at  such  times  as  is  planned  by  the  executive  committee* 
During  the  time  of  the  progress  of  this  training  such  students  live 
in  the  country  and  give  full  days  to  the  teaching  in  the  demonstra- 
tion schools  and  are  relieved  of  class  work  at  the  Teachers  College. 

9.  The  rural  education  department  also  conducts  teacher  study 
centers  on  Saturdays  at  certain  suitable  locations  in  several  counties 
where  a  reasonable  nximber  of  teachers-in-service  can  be  assembled. 
This  instruction  is  free  to  such  students  and  is  conducted  by  the 
regular  members  of  the  faculty.  The  necessary  expenses  accruing 
are  provided  by  the  county  superintendents  from  public  funds  or  are 
paid  by  the  members  enrolled.  A  professor  of  rund  education^  having 
the  assignment  of  the  supervision  of  these  extension  activities  and 
of  other  field  work  conducted  to  secure  the  attention  of  students  to 
these  special  courses,  is  in  charge.  He  also  organized  and  conducts 
«uch  teachers'  meetings,  patrons'  meetings,  and  other  community 
activities  as  are  deem^  important  and  desirable  outside  of  the  dem- 
onstration school  districts. 

10.  The  course  of  study  of  these  demonstration  schools  includes 
also  much  work  that  is  useful  for  training  in  the  enjoyment 
of  music,  of  art^  and  of  nature,  such  as  is  possible  by  using  player 
pianos  and  other  mechanical  musical  instruments.  Such  use  is  made 
of  the  lantern  in  Geography,  History,  Arts,  and  Nature  work,  while 
fipedal  attention  is  given  to  such  physical  training  and  such  per- 
sonal culture  as  is  rarely  thought  possible  in  public  schools.  In 
doing  these  things  the  competitive  influence  as  to  physical,  intel- 
lectual, and  moral  qualities  will  be  fully  employed  in  making  com- 
parison in  order  that  notable  interest  and  development  of  endeavor 
may  be  insured. 

11.  In  the  community  organizations  the  plan  is  to  use  the  talent 
and  the  interests  found  represented  in  each  locality  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  largest  benefit  possible,  thereby  building  up  such  a  spirit  of 
oo-operation  and  sympathy  that  the  school  will  be  a  help  to  every- 
body who  is  within  reach  of  its  influence. 

12.  To  insure  a  positive  result  in  this  iendeavor  the  territory 
included  in  these  eflforts  will  be  restricted  so  that  the  demonstration 
will  be  more  of  an  exhibition  of  what  is  possible  under  favorable  con- 
ditions and  with  good  management  It  is  believed  that  other  locali- 
ties may  tiius  find  a  solution  for  the  problems  involved  in  their 
community  life  and  their  undertakings  in  public  education. 

13.  Graduates  of  this  two  years  special  course  of  study  will  be 
recognized  as  specially  trained  teachers  by  the  State  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers and  will  be  granted  without  formal  examination,  a  certifi- 
cate authorizing  them  to  teach  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

HoMEB  H.  Sberley,  President 
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The  Social  Education  op  the  Public  School  Teaches  :  The 
public  school,  through  its  progressive  leaders,  is  evolving  new  meth- 
ods for  meeting  the  complex  social  conditions  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury. These  new  methods  are  being  devised  by  educators  in  response 
to  the  demands  of  an  age  in  which  the  necessities  of  race  survival 
compel  social  adjustment.  In  art^  industry,  government,  law,  re- 
ligion and  in  public  education  the  twentieth  century  demands  social 
adjustment.  Intelligent  social  adjustment  cannot  exist  without 
social  knowledge.  Social  knowledge  is  advancing  rapidly,  but  is 
still  a  possession  of  the  few.  In  consequence  of  ttis  fact>  the  path 
of  progress  is  strewn  with  wrecks  of  reform  movements  based  on 
emotionalism.  Poverty  persists  to  an  alarming  extent  in  this  age 
which  possesses  sufficient  knowledge  about  eugenics,  prevention  of 
diseases  and  accidents,  protected  childhood  and  motherhood,  elimina- 
tion of  vice  and  crime,  social  insurance,  housing  reform,  industrial 
and  agricultural  training,  and  social  religion  to  bring  normality  and 
happiness  to  the  masses  provided  the  facte  could  be  widely  disbursed 
and  applied. 

The  public  school  is  the  hope  of  progress.  It  contains  one  or 
more  representatives  from  a  majority  of  the  families  of  the  United 
States,  totaling  about  nineteen  and  one-half  millions  of  the  future 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  therefore  the  logical  channel 
for  the  assimilation  and  distribution  of  this  body  of  scientific  social 
knowledge  which  is  of  vital  importance  to  socie^. 

Social  knowledge  can  never  become  universal  until  social  educa- 
tion becomes  a  ptui;  of  the  equipment  of  every  public  scllool  teacher. 
Social  education  becomes  useful  only  when  converted  into  deeds,  but 
it  is  the  essential  antecedent  of  social  service,  and  the  training  in 
the  social  sciences  which  it  implies  is  of  paramount  importance  to  the 
educator. 

In  response  to  the  demands  of  sociologists,  social  workers  and 
progressive  leaders  of  education  for  a  socialized  school,  the  following 
bibliography  has  been  compiled  for  publication  by  professors  of 
Economics  and  Sociology  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  assisted 
by  Professor  Edward  T.  Devine,  of  Columbia. 

General:  The  Survey.  (Best  source  of  current  information  on 
all  social  topics),  published  at  106  E.  22nd  St.,  New  York.  "Guide 
to  reading  in  social  ethics  and  allied  subjects.^'  (Critical  estimates 
of  leading  publications),  Cambridge,  Mass.;  Harvard  University. 
Peabody,  "The  Approach  to  the  Social  Question^^  New  York:  Mac- 
millan  Company.  Allen,  "Efficient  Democracy^',  New  York:  Dodd, 
Mead  &  Company.  Patten,  '^ew  Basis  of  Civilization^*,  New  York: 
Macmillan  Company.  Seager,  "Social  Insurance'^  New  York:  Mac- 
millan  Company.  Nearing,  "Social  Adjustment*^  New  York:  Mac- 
millan Company.  EUwood,  "Sociology  and  Modem  Social  Prob- 
lems'*, New  York :  American  Book  Company. 
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The  Church  and  Social  Problems  :  Stelzle,  *^The  Church  and 
Labor'',  Boston:  Houghton,  Mifflin  Company.  Eauschenbusch, 
^^Christianity  and  the  Social  C^i8i8'^  New  York:  Macmillan  Com- 
pany. Earp  ^*The  Social  Aspects  of  Eeligious  Institutions",  Chicago : 
Eaton  &  Company.  Merrick  Lectures,  1907-08,  *^Social  Application 
of  Eeligion'',  New  York :  Eaton  &  Mains.  Thompson,  "The  Churches 
and  the  Wage-Eamers",  New  York:  Charles  Scribnert  Sons. 

Public  Health:  Hutchinson,  Woods,  "Preventable  Diseases^', 
Boston:  Houghton,  Mifflin  Company.  Allen,  "Civics  and  Health", 
Boston:  Ginn  and  Company.  I>ock,  "Hygiene  and  Morality",  New 
York:  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons.  Veiller,  **Housing  Reform",  New 
York:  Charities  Publication  Committee.  Lee,  "Constructive  and 
Preventive  Philanthropy'^  New  York:  Macmillan  Company. 

Problems  op  Poverty:  Devine,  'Misery  and  Its  Causes'^  New 
York:  Macmillan  Company.  Wamert  American  Charities,  New 
York :  T.  Y.  Crowell  and  Company. 

Child  Problems:  National  Child  Labor  Committee,  Publica- 
tions, 106  East  22nd  St.,  New  York.  Newman,  "Infant  Moriality^', 
London:  Methuen  &  Company.  Mangold,  "Child  Problems",  New 
York:  Macmillan  Company.  Addams,  "The  Spirit  of  Youth",  New 
York:  Macmillan  Company.  Folks,  "The  Care  of  Dependent,  Ne- 
glected &  Delinquent  Children",  New  York:  Macmillan  Company. 
Beeder,  "How  Two  Hundred  Children  live  and  Leam",  New  York: 
Charities  Publication  Committee. 

The  Crime  Problem:  Thavis,  'TToung  Malefactors",  New  York: 
Crowell  &  Company.  Wines,  "Punishment  and  Befonnation",  New 
York:  T.  Y.  Crowell  and  Company.  Parmelee,  "The  Principles  of 
Anthropology  and  Sociology  in  tiieir  relations  to  criminal  procedure", 
New  York:  Macmillan  Company. 

Labor  Problems:  Addams  &  Sumner,  ^Tliabor  Problems",  New 
York:  Macmillan  Company.  Brooks,  "Social  Unrest",  New  York: 
Macmillan  Company.  EeUey,  "Some  Ethical  Gains  through  Legis- 
lation", New  Yoric:  Macmillan  Company. 

Bags  Questions:  Leup,  *The  Indian  and  His  Problems",  New 
York:  Charles  Scribner's  Sons.  Steiner,  "On  the  Trail  of  the  Immi- 
grant", New  York:  P.  H.  Bevell  Company.  Washington,  "Up  Prom 
Slavery'^  New  York.  Doubleday^  Page  &  Company.  Commons, 
^'Baces  and  Immigrants  in  America",  New  York:  Macmillan  Com- 
pany. 
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Medical  School  Inspection,  England.  Medical  school  inspec- 
tion in  England  is  developing  auxiliary  services  on  an  extensive 
scale.  The  medical  inspector  for  the  Birmingham  Education  Com- 
mittee in  a  recent  report,  calls  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  defects  discovered  in  this  inspection  are  dne 
to  removable  causes,  antecedent  to  school  life.  Therefore,  any 
scheme  for  dealing  with  the  physical  disabilities  must  include  those 
agencies  which  attempt  to  deal  with  the  child  from  its  birth.  Men- 
tion is  made  in  this  connection  of  the  valuable  aid  afforded  by  the 
Notification  of  Birtiis  Act  which  enables  health  inspectors  to  visit 
the  homes  of  newly  bom  infants.  In  1910,  for  instance,  14,89^ 
births  were  registered  and  11,648  visits  were  paid  by  health  visitors* 
Then  leaflets  on  the  proper  care  and  feeding  of  infants  are  dis- 
tributed by  the  midwives  in  the  city. 

In  addition  to  the  work  a  scheme  was  sterted  in  1908  in  one  of 
the  poorest  districts  of  Birmingham,  with  a  population  of  about 
41,000,  under  which  a  lady  doctor,  assisted  by  two  health  visitors, 
visits  at  frequent  intervals  all  new  bom  children  during  their  first 
year.  In  this  district  there  were  1,638  births  and  12,542  visits  were 
paid  in  1910,  while  613  mothers  made  2,986  attendances  at  infant 
consultations.  In  addition  a  lady  has  supplied  one  substantial  meal 
daily  to  poor  women  nearing  confinement,  or  nursing  mothers  who 
are  obviously  in  a  starving  condition.  Similar  schemes  are  carried 
out  in  other  poor  districts  in  Birmingham  and  in  two  of  the  areas 
where  poverty  is  found  in  ite  most  grinding  form  are  two  associ- 
tions  that  care  for  about  100  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  or  six. 

The  report  states  that  to  the  lack  of  co-ordination  between  the 
charitable  organizations  dealing  with  the  care  of  children,  must  be 
added  parental  indifference  which  springs  from  lack  of  intelligence 
and  self-respect.  It  urges  that  this  is  the  chief  point  against  which 
all  efforte  must  be  directed.  Too  frequently  the  means  of  ameliora- 
tion employed  have  been  directed  rather  to  the  immediate  relief  of 
the  individual  than  to  the  fundamental  factors  which  are  the  de- 
termining causes  of  the  need  for  assistance.  The  family  rather  than 
the  individual  must  be  regarded  as  the  unit.  It  is  argued  that  the 
formation  of  a  series  of  School  Care  Committees,  including  all  ele- 
mentery  schools,  would  go  far  to  supply  the  initial  co-ordination 
which  is  necessary,  and  would  allow  the  problem  to  be  attecked  from 
the  view  point  of  the  home  and  help  to  remove  much  of  the  indiffer- 
ence and  ignorance  with  which  the  medical  service  is  regarded. 
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School  fob  Cripples  :  There  are  two  special  schools  in  Birming- 
ham for  physically  defective  children,  with  accommodation  for  200, 
and  222  children  are  on  the  rolls.  These  children  fall  into  two 
classes :  those  who,  previously  sound  have  been  crippled  by  the  onset 
of  disease  which  is  progressive  in  its  nature,  and,  unless  arrested, 
will  ultimately  progress  towards  permanent  disablement  and  deaths 
and  those  who  suffer  from  some  permanent  disablement  due  either 
to  congenital  defect  or  the  result  of  non-progressive  disease  acquired 
in  early  life.  The  children  are  brought  to  school  in  ambulances,  a 
mid-day  meal,  for  which  in  most  cases  the  parents  pay,  is  provided^ 
and  they  are  given  such  instruction  as  they  are  able  to  receive  bene- 
ficially. The  end  and  aim  of  the  attempt  to  educate  these  children 
is  to  render  them  capable  of  self-support.  Therefore  in  the  one  case, 
every  effort  is  made  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  malady,  and  in  the 
other  to  give  them  the  best  possible  education  that  their  physical 
disabilities  will  allow. 


Schools  for  Training  Girls  for  the  Duties  of  Shop  Clerks  : 
The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education  for  1912  gives  par- 
ticulars of  a  school  for  training  girls  for  the  duties  of  sales-clerks 
established  in  Berlin  under  the  recent  compulsory  vocational  schools 
law.  Plans  for  opening  a  similar  school  have  been  formed  by  the 
Magdeburg  Association  of  Independent  Merchants.  (Magdeburger 
Verein  Selbstaendiger  Kaufleute).  In  the  announcement,  attention 
is  called  to  the  fact  that  ample  opportunities  are  offered  for  yoimg 
women  who  desire  to  secure  positions  in  business  offices  as  sten- 
ographers or  bookkeepers,  so  that  there  are  really  more  trained 
specialists  in  these  branches  than  are  demanded;  but  very  few  of 
this  class  of  persons  can  be  secured  for  the  position  of  store  clerk, 
which  does  not  give  the  same  social  standing  as  the  office  employ- 
ment. In  most  cases  the  shop  clerk  positions  are  filled  with  yoimg 
girls  of  very  little  natural  or  educational  ability. 

''They  have  left  the  public  schools  (Volksschulen)  before  the  com- 
plete courses  there  have  been  finished  and  can  often  neither  speak 
correctly  nor  write  grammatically.  Thus  equipped  they  are  natur- 
ally unable  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  their  employers  in  properly 
waiting  on  the  buying  public,  often  pretentious  in  its  demands.^' 

The  scheme  of  instruction  for  the  proposed  school  includes: — 

"Courses  in  the  courteous  and  intelligent  treatment  of  customers,  in 
the  art  of  decorating,  modern  languages,  mathematics,  grammar, 
general  commercial  knowledge,  commercial  correspondence  and  book- 
keeping. 

*'A  one  year  course,  consisting  of  twenty  hours  weekly,  is  to  be 
given  in  the  above  mentioned  subjects.  The  charges  for  this  course 
amount  to  $19.00.  The  cost  of  school  materials  will  amoimt  to 
about  $6.00.^' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


396  Education  far  February 

Development  of  Siberia:  The  completion  of  the  trans-Siberian 
railway  has  brought  this  immense  country,  which  up  to  that  time 
was  terra  incognita^  within  the  circle  of  modem  commercial  life  and 
excites  interest  in  every  feature  of  its  development.  The  nucleus  of 
a  school  system  exists  and  plans  for  greatly  increasing  the  provision 
of  schools  and  for  promoting  agricultural  and  industrial  education 
are  entertained  by  the  Russian  minister  of  public  instruction.  Since 
the  close^  of  the  war  with  Japan  the  government  has  encouraged 
every  eflEort  at  settling  the  country  and  in  1912  a  total  of  201,027 
Bussian  immigrants  went  thither,  besides  58,558  Khadohi,  that  is, 
forerunners  sent  out  by  groups  of  peasants  to  look  over  the  ground. 
Of  the  total  immigrants  and  inspectors,  viz.,  259,585,  only  98,383 
returned  to  Russia. 

Among  the  measures  adopted  by  the  government  for  encouraging 
emigration,  the  following  are  noted  in  a  recent  article  in  the  Bussian 
Review : 

All  artisans  emigrating  to  Siberia  for  government  works  are  given 
free  passes,  while  those  going  there  for  private  employment  or  as 
colonists  to  take  up  land,  are  carried  at  very  low  fares,  for  instance 
to  Vladivostok  in  the  Russian  far  East  at  16  roubles  (£1  14s.) 
per  head  for  man  and  family.  An  imperial  edict  is  in  force  under 
which  all  labor  employed  on  government  contracts,  or  concessions 
for  mining,  lumbering,  etc.,  must  be  of  Russian  nationality  .... 

Every  colonist  receives  a  grant  of  land  of  15  desyatines,  or  about 
40.5  acres,  which  at  times,  when  satisfactory  reasons  can  be  shown, 
is  increased  up  to  100  desyatines  (270  acres)  per  household.  The 
peasant  immigrant  also  receives  a  grant  of  200  roubles  in  cash,  to  be 
repaid  by  annual  instalments  without  interest. 

The  Russian  budget  for  1911  included  $14,000,000  for  expendi- 
ture on  schools,  roads,  hospitals,  etc.,  in  Siberia. 


Juvenile  Offenders:  From  a  volume  of  criminal  statistics  just 
issued,  it  appears  that  the  total  number  of  persons  brought  before 
juvenile  courts  in  England  in  1911  was  32,979  of  whom  16,824 
were  children,  13,650  young  persons,  and  2,603  persons  above  16 
years  of  age.  Deducting  the  latter  number,  and  adding  929  chil- 
dren and  2,341  young  persons  who  were  dealt  with  by  the  ordinary 
courts  of  summary  jurisdiction,  either  because  they  were  charged 
jointly  with  adults  or  because  they  were  supposed  to  be  above  16,  the 
total  of  juvenile  ofEenders  is  33,744  comprising  17,753  children  and 
15,991  young  persons.  This  total  is  less  than  five  per  cent  of  the 
whole  number  of  persons  proceeded  against  for  criminal  offences, 
and  shows  a  reduction  of  353  in  comparison  with  the  figures  of  the 
previous  year.  The  number  of  girls  brought  before  tiie  juvenile 
courts  was  only  1,670  or  about  5  per  cent  of  the  total.    The  chief 
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offences  charged  against  boys  were  petty  thefts,  acts  of  mischief, 
disorderly  behavior,  vagrancy  and  gaming  in  public  places.  Fifteen 
per  cent  of  the  charges  ended  in  acquittal,  45  per  cent  in  orders 
Tvithont  conviction,  and  40  per  cent  in  convictions.  Only  67  of  the 
13,124  juvenile  offenders  who  were  convicted  were  imprisoned,  46 
were  sent  to  places  of  detention,  1,047  were  sent  to  reformatory 
schools,  1577  boys  were  whipped,  and  10,226  or  78  per  cent,  were 
fined.  Under  existing  laws  children  under  14  may  not  be  sentenced 
to  imprisonment,  nor  may  young  persons  between  14  and  16  be  so 
dealt  with  in  def aidt  of  payment  of  fines;  damages,  or  costs,  unless 
tl^e  court  certifies  that  they  cannot  be  detained  in  a  place  of  deten- 
tion, or  are  so  depraved  as  to  be  unfit  to  be  so  detained. 


MoNTESSOKi.  Amid  many  expositions,  extravagant  and  critical, 
that  the  Montessori  system  has  called  forth,  none  is  more  judicial  in 
tone  and  justly  appreciative  than  that  of  Professor  B.  P.  Culverwell 
of  England.  The  author  recognizes  the  fact  that  the  Montessori 
method  is  only  in  the  making;  at  present  it  is  lacking  in  the  aesthetic 
element,  and  too  much  importance  is  given  to  the  apparatus  which 
is  only  useful  as  a  means  of  carrying  out  certain  principles.  The 
great  value  of  Professor  Culverwell's  exposition  lies  in  its  firm  grasp 
and  forceful  discussion  of  the  principles  of  spontaniety  and  liberty  in 
education  and  of  the  importance  of  relating  educational  procedure, 
to  the  biological  basis. 

A.  T.  S. 
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FOR  THE  STORY  TELLER.  STORY  TELLING  AND  STORIES  TO 
TELL.  By  Carolyn  Sherwin  Bailey.  Milton  Bradley  Company,  Spring 
field,  Mass.    Price  $1.50. 

This  is  a  charming  volume  from  which  parents  and  teachers  caa 
draw  instruction  and  inspiration,  and  the  children  delightful  entertain- 
ment and  the  materials  for  mind  and  soul  growth.  The  author  has  done 
humanity  a  real  service  by  her  studies  and  her  resultant  books  along^ 
the  line  of  psychological  story  telling. 

TWENTY  CENTURIES  OP  PARIS.  By  Mabell  S.  C.  Smith,  author  of 
'The  Spirit  of  Modern  French  Letters",  etc.  Maps,  32  fuU-page  illustra* 
tions.  8vo,  cloth.  Thomas  Y.  Crowell  Company,  New  York.  Price,. 
$2.00  net;  postage,  20  cents. 

In  this  study  of  Paris  at  different  historical  periods,  Mrs.  Smith  tell* 
the  story  of  the  great  capital  from  its  beginning  as  a  mere  settlement 
on  a  stockaded  island  in  the  Seine.  Certainly  no  other  modem  city 
offers  a  greater  or  more  attractive  fund  of  material  to  draw  on  for 
such  a  study.  It  was  Ca»ar  who  first  spoke  of  ''Lutetia,  a  stronghold 
of  the  Parisii,"  and  described  its  self-destruction  upon  the  approach  of 
Labienus.  Sintce  that  time  it  has  figured  constantly  in  history.  Again 
and  again  it  has  suffered  attack.  The  Northmen  reduced  the  growing^ 
town  to  its  original  island.  Its  own  king,  Henry  IV,  laid  siege  to  it» 
In  1871  the  Prussians  marched  in  between  mourning  houses.  Since  the 
time  of  Charlemagne  it  has  been  an  educational  center.  Napoleon's 
robberies  gave  it  one  of  the  richest  museums  in  the  world.  Haussmann 
developed  the  irregular,  evil-smelling  town  into  a  city  which  today 
serves  as  a  model  for  Europe  and  America.  These  are  a  few  of  the 
many  phases  of  the  history  or  Paris  discussed  in  this  entertaining 
work.  The  volume  is  illustrated  not  only  with  pictures  of  existing 
monuments  and  buildings,  but  also  with  reproductions  of  interesting 
old  prints  and  maps. 

HOW  EUROPE  WAS  WON  FOR  CHRISTIANITY.  By  Wilma  Stubbs. 
Fleming  H.  Revell  Company.    Price  $1.50  net. 

This  volume  presents  the  life  stories  of  the  great  men  who  gave  their 
lives  to  the  Christian  conquest  of  Europe.  In  the  list  we  find  Paul  the 
Apostle,  Wulfila  the  Goth,  Augustine,  Winfrid,  Cyril,  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi,  the  Jesuit  Laborers,  and  many  more.  The  story  of  the  lives 
of  those  heroes  of  the  faith  is  most  romantic.  The  reading  of  the  book 
will  create  a  love  for  the  church  and  an  interest  in  history.  It  is  an 
exceedingly  valuable  and  suggestive  manual  for  private  reading  or  for 
school   study. 
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EXPERIMENTAL  PSYCHOLOGY  AND  PEDAGOGY.  For  Teachers^ 
Normal  Colleges,  and  Universities.  By  B.  Schulze.  Translated  by  Bu- 
dolf  Pintum,  M.  A.,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  Psychology  and  Education  at 
the  University  of  Toledo,  Ohio.    The  Macmillan  Company.    Price  $3.75. 

This  book  has  been  widely  read  and  favorably  reviewed  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  especially  in  Germany  and  Great  Britain.  It  deals 
with  the  methods  of  psychology  that  relate  particularly  to  education* 
It  is  founded  upon  actual  experimentation  carried  out  in  the  Psychologi- 
cal Institute  of  the  Leipsic  Teachers'  Association,  which  v^as  founded 
and  is  supported  by  elementary  school  teachers.  While  the  subject  and 
the  treatment  are  in  a  sense  profound,  yet  the  style  is  lucid  and  the 
illustrations  make  the  author's  meaning  accessible.  Parents  and  teachers 
will  read  with  especial  profit  the  chapters  on  Consciousness  and  Atten- 
tion, Memory  and  the  Will. 

PAPEB  AND  CABDBOABD  CONSTBUCTION.  BOOK  PEOBLEMS, 
BOX  PROBLEMS,  CABD  PROBLEMS,  ENVELOPE  PROBLEMS.  By 
George  Fred  Buxton,  Director  of  the  Manual  Training  Department  of 
the  Stout  Institute,  Menomonie,  Wisconsin,  and  Fred  L.  Curran,  Su- 
pervisor of  Elementary  Manual  Training  at  the  Stout  Institute.  The 
Manual  Arts  Press.     Price  $1.50. 

Among  books  for  the  primary  grades  this  book  is  notable  because  of 
the  fund  of  information,  the  excellent  selection  and  classification  of 
material,  and  the  completeness  of  treatment.  Unlike  other  similar  books 
the  directions  for  each  problem  are  usually  clear,  detailed,  and  com- 
plete. It  presents  courses  in  cutting,  measuring,  folding,  pasting,  glue- 
ing, sewing,  punching,  tying,  and  decorating  a  variety  of  paper  ma- 
terials, with  a  definitely  organized  series  of  problems  in  the  making  of 
boxes,  card  mounts,  and  envelopes. 

PINOCCHIO  UNDER  THE  SEA.  Translated  from  the  Italian  by  Car- 
olyn M.  Delia  Chiesa.  Edited  by  John  W.  Davis.  With  Illustrations  by 
Florence  R.  Abel  Wilde.    The  Macmillan  Company.    Price '$1.50. 

The  fanciful  adventures  of  Pinocchio  in  and  under  the  sea  will  ap- 
peal strongly  to  the  vivid  imagination  of  the  child.  There  are  numer- 
ous facts,  theories,  moral  truths  and  practical  lessons  that  are  pleas- 
antly conveyed  by  the  story  and  that  will  be  the  better  assimilated  and 
remembered  for  the  imaginative  setting  which  they  have  been  given  in 
this  volume. 

THE  CHILDREN'S  BOOK  OF  CHRISTMAS  STORIES.  Edited  by 
Asa  Don  Dickinson,  late  of  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library;  and  Ada  M. 
Skinner,  St.  Agatha  School,  New  York  City.  Doubleday,  Page  ft  Com- 
pany.   Price  $1.25. 

It  is  an  excellent  idea  which  has  been  well  worked  out  in  this  book,— 
the  gathering  into  one  convenient  attractive  volume  a  collection  of  ap- 
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proved  Christmas  stories.  Each  story  is  saturated  with  the  spirit  of 
Christmas.  The  book  will  win  the  hearty  approval  of  the  children,  and 
of  their  parents  and  teachers. 

THE  MOUNTAIN  THAT  WAS  GOD.  By  John  H.  Williams.  Being 
a  little  book  about  the  great  peak  which  the  Indians  named  'Tacoma", 
but  which  is  ofBcially  called  "Rainier".  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons.  Price  in 
leather  $2.50  net ;  in  cloth  $1.50  net ;  in  paper  $0.75  net. 

A  fascinating  volume  with  magnificent  illustrations,  some  of  them 
in  color,  of  one  of  the  grandest  objects  in  the  physical  world  known  to 
the  mind  of  man.  It  will  delight  the  traveller,  the  lover  of  "out-doors", 
the  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  **See-America-first." 

ALMA'S  SOPHOMORE  YEAR.  By  Louise  Briefenbach.  L.  C.  Page  A 
Company.    Price  $1.50. 

This  new  Alma  book  brings  out  even  more  clearly  than  in  the  pre- 
vious volume  the  author's  power  of  making  her  girl  characters  so  de- 
lightfully real  that  the  incidents  of  the  story  never  seem  forced.  Hie 
book  is  full  of  charm,  and  bright  with  wholesome  fim,  with  however, 
a  vein  of  seriousness,  that  will  awaken  in  the  most  frivolous  girl  reader, 
a  knowledge  of  the  best;  and  highest  aims  which  a  college  girl  mnst 
have  to  make  her  life  a  Joy  to  herself  and  others. 

OUR  LITTLE  S^jRVIAN  COUSIN.  By  Clara  Vostrovsky  Wlnlow.  L. 
C.  Page  &  Company.    Price  $.60. 

To  the  forty  or  more  voliuner  of  the  "Little  Cousin  Series'*  has  been 
added  the  above  mentioned  book  which  is  as  fascinating,  and  instructive, 
and  timely  as  "Our  Little  Balkan  Cousin"  which  preceded  it.  We  are 
always  loud  in  praise  of  this  series  of  books.  They  furnish  much,  in 
attractive  story  form,  that  the  child  reader  will  remember  of  the  people 
and  ways  of  foreign  lands. 

A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  By  John  Spencer 
Bassett,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  American  History  in  Smith  College.  The 
MacmiUan  Company.    Price  $2.50. 

We  can  hardly  do  better  than  to  endorse  what  Professor  Marshall 
8.  Brown  of  the  Department  of  History  in  New  York  University  has  said 
of  this  sumptuous  volume.    He  writes  as  follows. 

"An  admirable  feature  of  the  book  is  the  topical  treatment,  within 
fairly  broad  chronological  limits,  of  the  important  movements  of  our  his- 
tory. The  emphasis  given  to  social  and  economic  factors  is  well  placed 
but  not  overdone.  The  whole  treatment  is  unusually  sane,  well-balanced 
and  accurate.  I  do  not  know  of  another  single  volume  on  American  his- 
tory its  equal  in  these  respects.  The  English  is  clear  and  forcefuL  I  be- 
lieve that  on  the  whole  it  will  be  the  best  short  history  of  the  United 
States  on  the  market." 
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HISTORY  OP  THE  AMERICAN  NATION.  By  Andrew  C.  McLaugh- 
lin, Professor  and  Head  of  the  Department  of  History  in  the  Uniyersity 
of  Qiicago.  New  Edition.  Thoroughly  revised  and  largely  rewritten. 
D.  Appleton  &  Company.    Illustrated.    Cloth,  $1.40. 

This  volume  views  the  subject  from  the  standpoint  of  these  latter 
days  when  so  much  has  happened  to  develop  our  understanding  of  social 
duty,  economic  and  industrial  relations,  etc.  These  changes  of  view- 
point affect  our  estimate  of  the  past,  even  though  the  facts  of  history  re- 
main the  same.  The  volume  is  a  complete  and  up-to-date  textbook  for 
the  use  of  schools  and  colleges. 

BOTANY  POR  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS.  A  Guide  to  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Vegetation  of  the  Neighborhood.  By  L.  H.  Bailey.  The  Macmillan 
Company.    Price  $1.25. 

The  aim  of  this  volume  is  to  interest  the  student  in  the  vegetation 
of  his  ovm  neighborhood.  It  is  an  admirable  plan  for  the  beginning  of 
this  subject,  one  that  will  implant  a  love  for  botany  as  a  study,  in  the 
beginner's  mind  and  lead  him  on  to  a  truer  comprehension  of  the  larger 
aspects  of  the  subjects  taken  up  in  the  more  advanced  textbooks. 

A  STUDENT  HISTORY  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES.  By  Edward 
Channing  McLean,  Professor  of  History  in  Harvard  University.  With 
maps  and  illustrations.  Third  revised  edition.  The  Macmillan  Company. 
Price  $1.40. 

An  advanced  manual  of  United  States  history  brought  dovim  to  date ; 
an  admirable  textbook  for  schools  and  colleges. 

EVERYDAY  ENGLISH.  Book  2.  By  Pranklin  T.  Baker,  Professor  of 
English  in  Teachers  College  and  Supervisor  of  English  in  the  Horace 
Mann  School,  and  Ashley  H.  Thomdike,  Processor  of  English  in  Columbia 
University.    The  Macmillan  Company.    Price  60  cents  net. 

Part  I  is  devoted  to  a  survey  of  English  Grammar  with  particular 
reference  to  everyday  needs.  Part  II  presents  the  fundamental  principles 
of  composition.  A  useful  book  for  the  class  room  or  for  the  individual 
student  who  is  anxious  to  improve  his  English. 

TIBULLUS— THE  CORPUS  TIBULLIANUM.  Edited  with  introduc- 
tion and  notes  on  Books  I,  II,  and  IV,  2-14,  by  Kirby  Flower  Smith,  Pro- 
fessor of  Latin,  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Cloth,  12  mo.  542  pages.  Price 
$1.50.    American  Book  Company. 

This  edition  contains  the  first  detailed  commentary  in  English  upon 
the  entire  text  of  Tibullus,  Sulpicia,  and  the  anonymous  elegies  of  the 
fourth  book.  All  of  the  traditional  text  of  the  Corpus  Tibullianum  ia 
given  complete.  The  Testimonia  Veterum  follows  the  text  and  containi^ 
all  of  importance  that  virriters  of  antiquity  have  had  to  say  of  Tibiillus'a 
life  and  work.    The  introduction  is  a  scholarly  contribution  of  distinct 
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value  to  the  study  of  the  Boman  elegy,  and  particularly  of  the  influence 
of  the  art  of  Tibullus  upon  its  development.  The  notes  are  unusually  full 
and  exhaustive,  containing  a  very  large  number  of  quotations  and  refer- 
ences, and  also  many  comparisons  vnth  other  classical  writers.  The  ap- 
pendix contains  a  brief  list  of  the  more  important  variant  readings,  while 
the  extended  index  will  prove  of  value  to  scholars. 

PRINCIPLES  OP  SECONDARY  EDUCATION.  A  Text-Book.  By 
Charles  DeGarmo,  Professor  of  the  Science  and  Art  of  Education,  Cornell 
University.  New  and  Enlarged  Edition,  Vol.  I.  I.  Basic  Ideals.  IL  The 
Studies.    The  Macmillan  Company.    Price  $1.25. 

A  new  edition  of  a  well  known  and  highly  valued  book,  bringing  the 
consideration  of  its  subject  down  to  the  present  time.  The  revision  was 
made  necessary  by  the  remarkable  developments  in  the  American  high 
school  in  the  seven  years  since  the  first  edition  was  published. 

FIRST  COURSE  IN  ALGEBRA.  By  William  Benjamin  Fite,  Professor 
of  Mathematics  in  Columbia  University.  D.  C.  Heath  A  Company.  Price 
•90  cents. 

This  book  justifies  itself  because  of  its  exceptional  adapta- 
tion to  present  conditions  in  secondary  schools.  The  work  is  developed 
from  the  pupil's  point  of  view ;  it  is  notably  practical ;  the  definitions  and 
demonstrations  are  unusually  rigorous,  though  not  too  difKcult  for  be- 
ginners; the  problems  are  of  the  type  that  has  made  the  instruction  in 
Algebra  in  France  and  Germany  so  exceptionally  effective.  No  teacher 
of  mathematics  can  read  the  discussion  of  negative  numbers,  note  the 
•order  of  topics,  and  the  clearness  and  conciseness  with  which  principles 
Are  stated  without  wishing  to  give  the  book  a  trial  with  his  classes. 

AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  PHILOSOPHY.  By  Orlin  Ottman  Fletcher, 
Professor  of  Philosophy  in  Ftirman  University.  The  Macmillan  Company. 
Price  $1.60  net. 

Outlines  a  year's  work  in  undergraduate  study  in  philosophy.  It 
states  the  questions  that  are  usually  considered  in  this  department,  re- 
veals the  method  of  approach  to  these  subjects,  and  shows  the  student 
the  progress  that  has  been  made  toward  the  solution  of  the  problems.  It 
is  thus  as  the  title  suggests,  strictly  an  introduction,  an  excellent  first 
l>ook  for  classes  in  philosophy. 

EDUCATIONAL  RESOURCES  OF  VILLAGE  AND  RURAL  COMMU- 
laTIES.  Edited  by  Joseph  K.  Hart,  Assistant  Professor  of  Education, 
University  of  Washington.    The  Macmillan  Company.    Price  $1.00. 

A  thoughtful  and  suggestive  volume  containing  much  valuable  ma- 
terial on  the  physical  resources,  the  business  resources  and  the  economic 
activities  of  the  community,  the  development  of  outdoor  beauty,  the  pro- 
motion of  a  healthy  social  life,  etc. 
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PBACnCAL  PHYSICS.  For  Secondary  Schools.  Fundamental 
Principles  and  Applications  to  Daily  Life.  By  N.  H^nry  Black,  A.  M., 
Science  Master,  Boxbnry  Latin  School,  Boston,  Mass.  and  Harvey  N.  Davis, 
Ph.  D.,  Assistant  Professor  of  Physics,  Harvard  University.  The  Macmil- 
lan  Company.    Price  $1.25  net. 

Admirable  in  its  comprehensiveness  of  essentials,  its  clearness  and 
teachableness  and  for  the  valne  of  its  illustrations.  It  is  a  book  which 
leaves  little  to  be  desired  by  the  teacher  and  student  of  this  fascinating 
4Uid  intensely  practical  subject. 

AMERICAN  IRRIGATION  FARMING.  By  W.  H.  Olin.  Director  of 
Agricultural  Extension  University  of  Idaho.  A.  C.  McClurg  A  Co.,  Price 
^1.50  net. 

"A  Systematic  and  practical  treatment  of  every  phase  of  irrigation 
farming,  including  its  history,  with  statistical  tables  and  formulas." 
Illustrated. 

STORIES  OF  OLD  GREECE  AND  ROME.  By  Emilie  Kip  Baker.  The 
Hacmillan  Company.     Price  $1.50. 

All  the  famous  classic  stories  of  the  countries  named  in  the  title 
are  here  related  in  brief,  in  choice  English  and  an  entertaining  style. 
The  book  will  be  useful  to  teachers  and  parents,  and  would  make  an  ex- 
•cellent  gift  book  for  an  adolescent  boy  or  girl. 

THE  DRAFTING  ROOM  SERIES.  By  Frederick  H.  Evans,  M.  E., 
Asst.  Prof,  of  Manual  Arts,  Bradley  Polytechnic  Institute,  Peoria,  111. 
A  successful  textbook  for  vocational  school,  evening  school,  technical 
4Bchool,  and  engineering  students.    The  Manual  Arts  Press.    Price,  $2.00. 

This  unique  work  is  the  result  of  a  new  analysis  of  the  processes  of 
•commercial  drafting  by  a  practical  draftsman,  engineer  and  teacher. 
The  book  points  out  the  quickest,  most  exact  and  most  practical  method 
of  work  to  obtain  the  desired  results. 

It  is  divided  into  three  parts.  The  first  part,  READING  MACHINE 
DRAWINGS,  is  intended  for  beginners'  use.  It  is  designed  to  teach  read- 
ing of  drawings,  and  requires  the  use  of  only  an  ordinary  lead  pencil  and 
a  pad  of  cross-lined  paper.  It  consists  of  a  twenty-page  pamphlet  and 
-seventeen  cards. 

The  second  part,  MACHINE  DRAFTING,  contains  practical  informa- 
tion on  the  common  instruments,  materials  and  tools  of  the  draftsman 
-and  is  a  treatment  at  length  of  the  practical  work  of  the  designer,  detail- 
'Cr,  checker  and  tracer,  and  a  discussion  of  drafting  room  records,  sys- 
tems, etc.  It  contains  a  general  treatment  of  "The  Drafting  Room", 
-Detailing",  "Checking". 
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Books  Acknowledged  for  Review  in  Education 

We  acknowIedRe  the  receipt  of  the  following  books  for  our  Book  Review 

Department  of  Education. 

Plane  Geometry.  By  Walter  Burton  Ford,  Junior  Professor  of  Mathematics* 
The  University  of  Michigan,  and  Charles  Ammerman.  The  William 
McKlnley  High  School.  St.  Louis.  Edited  by  E3arle  Raymond  Hed- 
rlck.    The  Macmlllan  Company.    Price  $.80F. 

Luclta.  A  Child's  Story  of  Old  Mexico.  By  Ruth  Gaines.  With  pictures  hy 
Maginel  Wright  Enright     Rand,   McNally   &  Company. 

The  Four  Wonders,  Cotton,  Wool,  Linen,  Silk.  By  EInora  E.  Shillig.  For  ten 
years  primary  teacher  in  Columbia  School,  Seattle,  Washington. 
Drawings  by  Charles  Copeland.     Rand,  McNally  &  Co. 

Macmillan's  Pocket  Classics.  The  Mill  on  the  Floss.  By  George  EUot  Edited 
with  introduction  and  notes.  By  Ida  Ausherman,  A.  B.,  Dept.  of 
English,  High  School,  Springfield,  Missouri.  The  MaomiUan  Com- 
pany.   Price  $.25. 

A  Collection  of  Short  Stories.  Edited  by  L.  A.  Plttenger,  A.  M.  Critic  in  Eng- 
lish, Indiana  Univ.     The  Macmlllan  Company.     Price  $.25. 

Bosweirs  Life  of  Samuel  Johnson,  LL..  D.  An  Abridgment.  With  annotations 
by  Eminent  Biographers  and  an  Introduction  and  Notes.  By  Mary 
H.  Watson.  A.  M.,  De  Witt  Clinton  High  School.  New  York  City. 
The  Macmlllan  Company.     Price  $.26. 

Plane  and  Solid  Geometry.  By  Walter  Biu-ton  Ford,  Junior  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics, The  University  of  Michigan,  and  Charles  Ammerman,  The 
William  McKlnley  High  School,  St.  Louis.  Edited  by  Earle  Ray- 
mond Hedrick.     The  M&cmlllan  Company.     Price  $1.25F. 

Schatzkasteen  des  rhelnschen  Hausfreundes.  von  Johann  P.  Hebel.  Edited 
with  notes  and  vocabulary  by  Menco  Stern,  author  of  "Oeschlchten 
von  Rheln"  and  Geschlchten .  von  deutschen  Stadten.'*  American 
Book  Company.     Price  $.40. 

Materials  and  Methods  In  High  School  Agriculture.  Br  Wm.  Grsjivllle  Hum- 
mel, Assistant  Professor  of  Agricultural  Education,  University  of 
CaUfornla,  and  Bertha  Royce  Hummel,  B.  L.  S.  The  Macmlllan 
Company.     Price  $1.26. 

Gildersleeve-Lodge  Latin  Series.  Writing  Latin.  Book  Two.  By  John  Ed- 
mund Barss,  Latin  Master  in  the  Hotchklss  School.  Revised  edition. 
D.  C.  Heath  &  Company. 

A  Short  Course  in  Commercial  Law.  By  Frederick  G.  Nichols,  Director  Busi- 
ness Education,  Dept.  of  Public  Instruction,  Rochester. .  N.  Y.,  and 
Ralph  E.  Rogers,  New  York  Bar.  American  Book  Company. 
Prtce  $.80. 

LIppincott's  Fourth  Reader.  By  Homer  P.  Lewis,  Supt.  of  Spools,  Worcester, 
*^*^  Mass.,   and  Elisabeth   Lewis.     In  two  parU.     J.   B.  Llpplncott  Co. 

French  Prose  Composition.  By  C.  Fontaine,  Assistant  Professor  ot  Bxyn^jo^ 
Languages  and  Literatures  in  Columbia  University,  New  York. 
American  Book  Company.     Price  $.3p. 

Heath's  Modem  Language  Series.     Das  Stelett  Im  Haufe,  von  ^iedertch  Spl^- 

±ieatn  s  ^^^^^'^n^^^jt^  ^jtn  notes  and  vocabulary  by  M.  M.  Skinner^  I^.  D.. 
Associate  Professor  of  German,  Stanford  University.  D.  C.  Heath 
&  Company.    Price  $.46. 

Periodical  Notes. 

The  January  number  of  The  Century  \»  the  largest  issue  ever  ^igSjf  P'^^.^  "^^S 
eight  piies  richly  lUustrated  are  devoted  to  notion.  t5Sj««>l?J»  ?*2J*  ?'J!^th!  j£ 
flrat  comic  ttorv  of  May  SincUir,  the  author  of  *'  The  Divine  Flie;',  etc.  Among  the  im- 
SSlStpS^^ithto  number  aii,  ••Shall  the  Filipinos  Haij^aFcmrth^JogJ'by^ 
Uomui  BhMter,  and  •*  The  PoUtioal  Consequences  of  Immigration/'  by  Professor  Edwart 

^A^s  Repplier's  paper.  "Popular  Bducatiei^'.whieh  opens  the  JanuMj  ;5'f^"Ef'^ 
rtio™effectively  smotter  the  present  spparent  <^X^PSJ!LS^S,^J^^^ 
^devUles  for  the  entertainment  of  chUdren.  One  ot  Ae  «x<»Ji«Jt  •^gr^J^P^J^  »» 
jimuary  issue  is  an  origtaial  article  by  Annie  Nathan  Meyer  upon  the  effect  whf<ai  moTing 

P*"'ffthe"yi?a'!Xa5S^  William.,  an  autibortty  on  Tho^ 

Haiy!i5iS^en«SirircS^  for  the  /oW  Prise  for  ^^^^^JRj^^^S^kj;;^^ 
sUnmUted the  interest  in  his  books,  has  a  charming  essay  on  "The  Wessez  Xorrts  of 

'^^^aSJSSJ  special  artloles  in  the  January  issue  of  L^ncoWe  Magaa^nB  is  ^(wwoiid 
of  Samuel  8wvffi7eeries,  "Trappers  of  Men,*  and  It  fi,  if  anything,  more  entsrtalnlBg 
than  the  first  installment. 
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obiqin  and  early  function  of  the  high  school. 

"J  HE  public  high  school  of  today  had  its  origin  on 
the  one  hand  in  the  Latin  grammar  school  of  the 
colonists,  and  on  the  other  hand  in  the  academy 
of  our  fathers. 

The  Latin  grammar  school  was  modeled  after  the 
seventeenth  century  type  of  European  secondary 
school,  and  had  as  its  function  the  preparation  of 
boys  for  college.  The  work  of  the  colonial  college 
was  to  fit  men  for  the  ministry  and  the  law.  The  Latin  grammer 
school  existed  consequently  for  the  sake  of  those  boys  of  the 
community  who  purposed  to  follow  one  or  the  other  of  these  pro- 
fessions. Not  only  was  the  Latin  grammar  school  a  preparatory 
school,  but  it  was  indirectly  controlled  from  above,  inasmuch  as 
the  power  of  certificating  its  teachers  was  generally  vested  in  the 
college.  That  there  were  boys,  to  say  nothing  of  girls,  who  might 
have  profited  by  an  education  of  a  type  different  from  that 
afforded  by  the  Latin  grammar  school,  mattered  not;  the  com- 
manding need  of  the  times  was  ministers  to  perpetuate  the  church 
and  men  to  deal  with  the  questions  of*  state;  these  supplied, 
the  institutions  of  higher   learning  of  the  day  fulfilled   their 
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With  the  breaking  away  from  European  customs  and  stand- 
ards, with  the  general  recasting  of  institutions  and  modes  of  life, 
and  with  the  rise  of  new  individual  and  social  needs  incident  to 
the  close  of  the  Revolution,  there  appeared  a  new  type  of  sec- 
ondary school, — the  academy.  In  contrast  to  the  Latin  grammar 
school,  which  was  as  a  rule  supported  and  controlled  by  the  pub- 
lic, the  academy  was  a  private,  ot  at  most  a  quasi-public  insti- 
tution. Furthermore,  in  the  Latin  grammar  school  instruction 
,was  limited  practically  to  Latin  and  Greek,  while  the  academy 
taught  arithmetic,  accoimting,  reading,  English  grammar,  litera- 
ture, science,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  ancient  languages;  it  not  only 
assumed  to  fit  for  college,  but  to  prepare  for  life.  Eecognizing 
that  those  not  going  to  college  might  profit  by  higher  instruction^ 
the  academy  sought  to  serve  the  community  in  a  larger  way  than 
the  Latin  grammar  school,  and  did  much  to  bring  a  broader 
training  to  the  people.  The  weakness  of  the  academy  lay,  there- 
fore, not  so  much  in  its  aim,  as  in  the  fact  that  being  a  private 
institution,  it  was  a  tuition  school,  and  for  this  reason  did  not 
offer  equality  of  educational  opportunity;  its  advantages  were 
open  more  especially  to  the  well-to-do;  it  became  consequently 
a  school  for  a  class,  rather  than  for  the  whole  people. 

With  the  crystallization  in  the  forty's  of  the  sentiment  that 
this  is  a  government  for  the  people  and  by  the  people,  the  dOToand 
arose  that  there  be  established  a  school  higher  than  the  elemen- 
tary which  should  be  controlled  by  the  community,  and  serve  the 
needs  of  the  people.  It  was  this  demand  that  gave  birth  to  the . 
free  public  high  school.  In  the  same  way  that  the  Latin  gram- 
mar school  gave  place  to  the  academy,  so  the  academy,  with  here 
and  there  an  exception,  gave  way  to  the  public  high  school.  Just 
as  the  academy  assumed  to  do  the  work  of  the  Latin  grammar 
school  and  more,  so  the  free  public  high  school  assumed  to  pre- 
pare young  people  for  college,  but  was  pledged,  first  of  all,  by 
the  forces  that  gave  it  being,  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  whole 
community  supporting  it,  rather  than  the  interest  of  a  few. 

THE    DOMINATION    OF    THE    HIGH    SCHOOL    FBOM    ABOVE. 

Notwithstanding  it  is  a  public  institution  and  by  virtue  of  tbe 
forces  giving  it  existence  pledged  to  serve  the  whole  oomnnuutyi 
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the  public  high  school  has  been  dominated  in  its  development 
from  above.  Like  the  Latin  grammar  school,  and  to  a  less  ex- 
tent the  academy,  it  has  been  determined  in  its  purposes  and 
courses  of  instruction  by  the  college,  rather  than  moulded  by 
the  needs  of  the  people. 

What  determines  today  in  the  main  the  standard  of  a  high 
school?  Is  it  the  degree  to  which  the  high  school  is  adjusting 
itself  to  the  needs  of  the  whole  commimity?  Is  it  that  it  is 
turning  out  young  men  able  within  limits  to  do  scientific  farm- 
ing, to  become  scientific  stock  raisers,  fruit  growers,  or  gardeners  ? 
Is  it  that  it  is  preparing  young  men  to  take  their  place  in  produc- 
tive industry,  or  business?  Is  it  that  it  is  sending  forth  young 
women  equipped  for  homemaking?  No.  The  standard  of  judg- 
ing the  high  school,  of  rating  it,  is  whether  its  course  of  study, 
size  of  classes,  number  of  teaching  periods,  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  college  association. 

This  domination  from  above  is  even  reflected  in  the  basis  of 
classifying  high  schools.  What  makes  a  high  school  of  the  first, 
second,  or  third  class?  Is  it  a  splendid  course  of  a  technical 
or  commercial  character,  a  well-rounded  course  in  agriculture^ 
fruit  growing,  stock  raising?  No.  It  is,  when  all  verbiage  is 
dropped,  whether  the  course  in  Latin  is  two,  three  or  four 
years  in  length.  Indeed,  this  domination  from  above  is  re- 
flected even  in  the  motives  that  lead  to  the  improvement  of  high 
school  conditions.  If  there  is  need  of  more  teachers  and  better 
high  school  equipment,  is  it  held  before  the  people  that  if  these 
are  provided  the  high  school  will  be  able  to  offer  more  practical 
training,  be  able  to  do  more  for  the  commimity,  give  more  di- 
rect return  ?  Or,  is  it  that  the  high  school  may  be  put  upon  the 
accredited  list  of  the  college  association,  or  of  the  state  univer- 
sity, that  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  community  may  enter  hi^er 
institutions  without  examination? 

This  domination  from  above  has  come  about  naturally.  Both 
principal  and  high  school  teachers  are,  as  a  rule,  college  gradu- 
ates. Many  of  Ihem  come  directly  to  high  school  from  the  aca- 
demic college.  Fresh  from  college,  they  bring  collegiate  ideas 
to  determine  courses  of  study,  length  of  session,  methods  of  in- 
struction, standards  of  work,  number  of  hours  of  teaching  per 
day,  size  of  classes.    Moreover,  the  promotion  of  hi^  school  prin- 
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cipals  and  teachers  often  depends  upon  the  good  will  of  college 
authorities;  both  principal  and  teachers  strive  to  make  the 
high  school  stand  well  with  them,  and  unconsciously,  if  not 
consciously,  modify  its  work  in  accord  with  their  requirements. 
All  this  has  been  productive  of  certain  excellent  things,  but  it 
has  at  the  same  time  done  much  to  turn  the  high  school  from  its 
larger  field,  to  narrow  it  to  a  fitting  school,  and  to  make  it  an 
institution  that  serves  only  a  part  of  the  community. 

HIGH    SOHOOL    PBOBLEMS    ARISING    FROM    EXTERNAL    OONDITION8, 

When  there  were  but  two  professions,  as  in  colonial  times,  the 
ministry  and  the  law,  and  when  the  ability  to  read,  wi^ite,  and 
cypher  was  not  essential  to  carry  on  successfully  other  activities, 
it  is  easy  to  understand  how  the  high  school  might  well  restrict 
its  work  to  the  fitting  for  institutions  which  prepared  for  these 
professions.  Even  after  the  rise  of  medicine  and  of  certain 
technical  callings,  such  as  civil  and  mechanical  engineering,  so 
long  as  the  conditions  of  life  were  simple,  and  it  remained  easy 
for  one  to  provide  for  himself  and  those  dependent  upon  him, 
there  was  little  in  the  social  order  to  prevent  the  high  school 
from  becoming  a  fitting  school. 

Conditions  of  life  have,  however,  changed  radically  within  the 
last  decade  or  two.  Farming  can  no  longer  be  carried  on  in  a 
haphazard  fashion,  but  to  be  successful,  must  be  scientific;  so 
with  stock  raising,  fruit  growing,  gardening.  Productive  indus- 
try has  become  complex.  The  simple  hand  tr&des  are  gone;  the 
small  plant  is  giving  way  to  the  organized  factory,  which  pre- 
supposes on  the  part  of  the  management  executive  ability  of  a 
superior  order,  and  on  the  part  of  workmen  technical  knowledge 
and  specialized  skill.  So  also  is  it  with  business.  To  be  sure, 
we  still  have  the  small  shop,  but  the  bulk  of  the  trade  of  the  day 
is  carried  on  by  large  companies,  which  demand  of  those  respon- 
sible for  their  management,  good  judgment,  a  broad  knowledge 
of  men,  of  the  conditions  of  production,  and  of  trade,  and  require 
even  of  those  who  assist  in  business  enterprises  a  considerable 
degree  of  intelligence.  In  short,  so  altered  have  the  conditions  of 
life  and  of  making  a  living  become  within  the  past  score  of 
years,  that  the  lines  between  the  so-called  professions  and  the 
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every-day  work  of  the  world  are  breaking  down;  the  world^s 
work  as  a  whole  is  becoming  prof  essional,  and  the  day  is  Almost, 
if  not  already  here^  when  to  become  more  than  a  common  laborer 
one  must  have  an  elementary  school  education  and  at  least  a  start 
in  some  line  of  special  training  that  he  may  be  able  to  secure  a 
place  and  be  able  to  hold  it  and  advance  when  once  a  position  is 
obtained. 

These  changes  in  the  social  order  have  brought  the  high  school 
face  to  face  with  new  problems.  Demands  are  arising  from  all 
sides  that  the  high  school  adjust  itself  to  this  new  order  of  things^ 
that  it  help  children,  who  from  choice  or  necessity  cannot  attend 
college,  prepare  to  take  up  work  in  the  community  in  which  they 
live.  In  a  word,  a  call  has  gone  up  from  the  people,  that  the 
high  school  serve  all,  and  not  a  small  part  of  the  children  of  the 
community. 

HIGH    SOHOOL    FBOBLEMS    ABISING    FSOM    INTEBNAL    OONDITIONS. 

The  increasing  need  of  an  education  higher  than  that  afforded 
by  the  elementary  school,  brought  about  by  these  changes  in  the 
conditions  of  life  and  of  making  a  living,  is  reflected  in  the  mul- 
tiplication of  high  school  facilities,  and  in  the  growth  of  high 
school  population.  Taking  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  number 
of  public  high  schools  multiplied  during  the  decade  between 
1898-1908  63%,  and  the  attendance  increased  61.8%. 

This  increase  in  the  number  of  students,  with  a  wide  diversity 
of  talents  and  of  practical  interests  accentuated  certain  condi- 
tions within  the  high  school;  it  brought  clearly  to  view  that 
large  numbers  were  entering  the  high  school,  but  that  relatively 
few  remained  to  complete  the  course.  In  a  word,  the  question  was 
raised  as  to  whether  the  high  school  was  adapting  itself  to  the 
new  demands  made  upon  it. 

Investigation  revealed  the  fact  that  in  the  country  as  a  whole 
in  1907-8  43.26%  of  all  high  school  students  were  in  the  first 
year,  27.16%  in  the  second,  17.85%  in  the  third,  and  only 
11.73%  in  the  fourth,  or  there  were  almost  four  times  as  many 
in  the  first  as  in  the  fourth  class.  Again,  of  the  288,748  stu- 
dents reported  in  the  first  cla^s  of  1906-7,  but  209,265  were  cred- 
ited to  the  second  in  1907-8,  or  of  those  entering  high  school  in 
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the  fall  of  1906  the  country  over,  27.5%,  or  more  than  one  in 
four,  failed  to  remain  and  enter  the  second  year. 

It  was  found  in  Cleveland,  for  example,  taking  a  ten-year 
period  as  a  basis  of  judgment,  that  one  child  out  of  every  three 
entering  high  school  withdraws  before  the  second  year,  one  out 
of  two  drops  out  before  becoming  a  junior,  and  two  out  of  each 
three  entering  fail  to  graduate.  Furthermore,  it  was  found  that 
of  the  pupils  who  were  not  promoted  in  June  1909,  the  causes 
assigned  in  two  cases  out  of  three  were  incapacity  and  indifference, 
while  of  those  dropping  out  during  the  last  school  year,  every 
fourth  withdrawal  was  attributed  to  the  same  causes. 

This  tremendous  increase  in  high  school  attendance,  this  ter- 
rible cutting  down  and  crowding  out  of  young  people  seemingly 
desirous  of  securing  the  advantages  of  higher  instruction  have 
given  rise  to  a  multitude  of  questions.  Are  courses  of  study 
dominated  by  tKe  college,  and  designed  to  prepare  for  coUege, 
adapted  to  fit  for  life,  are  they  suited  to  the  capacities  and  in- 
terests of  young  people  facing  early  entrance  upon  life  pursuit, 
or  must  courses  different  in  scope  and  spirit  be  provided  for  the 
great  majority  who  neither  desire  nor  expect  to  enter  higher 
institiitions  ?  Should  all  high  school  courses  be  four  years  in 
length,  or  should  there  be  one,  two  and  three  year  courses  also  ?  Are 
standards  of  intellectual  attainment  imposed  upon  the  high  school 
from  above  and  designed  to  sift  out  the  brightest  intellectually, 
the  proper  basis  of  judging  of  the  capacities  and  attainments  of 
children  uninterested  in  purely  literary  studies  and  gifted  in  other 
directions,  or  must  new  standards  be  devised  for  judging  of  abil- 
ity other  than  in  books  and  of  good  school  work  other  than  of  a 
literary  character  ?  Is  departmental  organization,  at  least  in  the 
first  two  years,  suited  to  bridge  over  the  gap  between  the  ele- 
mentary and  high  school?  Is  the  prevailing  system  of  annual 
promotion  adapted  to  encourage  study  and  persistent  work?  Is 
the  short  high  school  session  suited  to  bring  about  a  sympathetic 
relation  between  pupil  and  teacher,  to  foster  right  habits  of 
study,  and  right  ideas  of  a  day's  work  ? 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  problems  arising  from  the  situation 
confronting  the  public  high  school  so  far  as  its  inner  life  is 
concerned  and  springing  from  the  demand  that  the  courses  of  the 
high  school,  its  standards  of  measuring  efficiency,  its  organiza- 
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tion,  indeed,  all  that  has  to  do  with  the  school  and  its  work,  be 
suited  to  the  abilities  and  needs  of  the  many,  rather  than  to  the 
interests  and  capacities  of  the  few. 

MISSION-    OF    PRESENT-DAY    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

In  view  of  the  new  problems  pressing  upon  the  high  school  for 
solution^  and  in  view  of  the  forces  giving  it  existence,  what  then 
is  the  mission  of  the  present-day  high  school?  This  will  differ 
according  as  the  school  is  located  in  a  rural  village  or  agricul- 
tural district,  in  a  small  city,  or  in  a  city  of  size. 

In  a  rural  village  or  agricultural  district,  where  interest  is 
in  farming,  fruit  growing,  stock  raising,  dairying,  poultry  cul- 
ture, etc,  and  it  is  in  these  activities  people  make  their  living 
and  in  them  the  men  of  tomorrow  will  find  employment,  it  would 
«eem  that  the  hi^  school  might  find  \\.%  field  in  educating  the  chil- 
dren of  the  country  for  the  country.  That  is,  find  its  mission  on  Ae 
one  hand  in  giving  all  the  children  of  the  community  instruction 
in  literature,  history,  and  art,  which  make  for  culture  and 
breadth  of  view,  and  find  it  on  the  other  in  giving  to  boys  such 
knowledge  of  applied  mathematics,  applied  science,  such  knowl- 
edge of  industries  and  industrial  conditions,  of  trade,  and  of 
common  law,  as  would  prepare  them  to  enter  into  and  carry 
on  intelligently  agricultural  pursuits,  and  find  it  in  providing 
for  girk  that  knowledge  of  cooking,  sewing,  home  sanitation, 
home  decoration,  and  that  practice  in  the  household  arts  which 
would  equip  them  to  become  efficient  homemakers.  Furthermore, 
Buch  a  high  school  would  find  its  mission  in  offering  extension 
courses,  at  least  during  the  winter  months,  designed  to  render  the 
adult  portion  of  the  community  more  intelligent  and  efficient 
Schools  of  this  character  are  even  now  being  operated  in  Wis- 
consin, where  they  are  called  Agricultural  High  Schools. 

In  fulfilling  its  mission,  though  such  a  school  might  forget 
there  were  college  requirements  to  be  fulfilled,  and  that  in  aca- 
demic traditi(Hi  there  is  no  culture  apart  from  ancient  languages 
and  pure  mathematics,  and  though  it  might  forget  the  one  or  two 
children  of  the  community  wishing  to  enter  professions,  trusting 
tbeee  would  be  able  to  make  terms,  when  the  time  came,  with 
college    authorities,    it    would    ever    keep    the    needs    of    the 
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whole  oommunitj  in  mind,  the  wants  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  children  in  view,  and  from  the  range  of  possible 
materials  select  for  instruction  that  which  would  be  most  helpful 
in  living  and  in  making  a  living  under  rural  conditions. 

In  a  small  city  where  but  one  secondary  school  is  supported,  the 
high  school  may  be  said  to  have  a  dual  mission :  first  and  primarily^ 
to  prepare  both  boys  and  girls  for  practical  activities,  and  second 
and  secondarily,  to  fit  for  college. 

As  conditions  now  are,  the  high  school  of  the  small  city  seem- 
ingly takes  as  its  function  the  preparation  of  young  people  for 
college.  So  far  as  there  is  need  for  such  preparation  this  is  well, 
for  the  broader  culture  and  practical  training  coming  from  higher 
education  is  necessary,  that  society  may  be  provided  with  leaders 
in  spiritual  and  cultural  affairs,  as  well  as  in  political  and  com- 
mercial activities,  and  the  worth  of  the  right  kind  of  leader- 
ship can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  The  mistake  made  is  not,  how- 
ever, that  the  high  school  of  the  small  city  seeks  to  fit  for  collegei 
but  that  its  courses  all  point  to  this  end,  that  its  standards  are  so 
gauged,  and  that  it  seeks  to  pass  all  through  the  same  mould  no 
matter  what  their  interest  or  capacity.  To  be  sure,  the  hi^ 
school  in  the  small  city  ought  to  serve,  so  far  as  it  can  consist- 
ently, the  interests  of  those  looking  to  higher  institutions,  but  to 
make  fitting  for  college  the  sole  purpose  for  which  the  hi^ 
school  exists,  is  to  sacrifice  the  welfai^e  of  the  many  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  few. 

For  as  we  take  it,  the  primary  work  of  the  high  school  in  a 
small  city  is  to  prepare  its  students  to  live  and  to  make  a  living 
in  that  community.  Since  the  future  of  the  small  city  rests  upon 
business  and  productive  industry,  the  chief  mission  of  its 
high  school  is  to  provide  the  young  people  seeking  its  aid  with 
courses  that  make  for  vision  and  culture,  but  which  at  the  same 
time  fit  directly  for  entrance  upon  productive  industry  or  pre- 
pare for  business  pursuits.  Furthermore,  the  special  needs  of 
girls  should  not  be  overlooked.  There  should  not  only  be  courses 
pointing  directly  to  home  making,  but  also  those  fitting  for 
practical  activities  adapted  and  open  to  girls. 

The  high  school  of  a  small  city  in  the  fulfillment  of  its  pri- 
mary function  may,  like  that  of  the  village,  well  forget  college 
requirements,  college  standards,  academic  ideas  of  culture,  and 
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look  to  practical  human  interests  and  definite  human  needs  under 
present  conditions,  in  determining  the  character  of  the  instruction 
to  be  given  and  in  fixing  upon  its  standards  of  attainment,  for 
by  so  doing  it  will  serve  best  the  interests  of  the  community  sup- 
porting it,  and  will  do  most  to  render  happy  and  efficient  the 
ninety-five  out  of  every  hundred  taking  advantage  of  its  oppor- 
tunities. 

Althou^  the  mission  of  the  high  school  in  a  city  of  size  may 
not  differ  materially  from  that  of  the  high  school  in  a  small  city, 
greater  opportunity  is  at  least  afforded  to  differentiate  and  adapt 
hi^  school  instruction  to  varying  groups  of  children  having 
similar  interests.  For  whatever  is  undertaken  in  a  small  <?ity 
must  be  done,  as  a  rule,  by  one  school,  giving  a  number  of 
courses  different  in  scope  and  purpose.  While  the  same  may  be 
true  in  a  city  of  size,  there  may  be  a  differentiation  of  high 
schools,  each  dedicated  to  a  specific  purpose. 

In  a  large  as  in  a  small  city,  the  minor  mission  of  the  high 
school  is  to  prepare  for  college,  for  but  one  student  in  three 
entering  the  city  ^igh  school  ever  graduates,  and  not  to  exceed 
a  half  of  those  finishing  the  course  ever  go  farther;  and  though 
fitting  for  higher  instruction  may  be  taken  to  be  an  integral  part 
of  the  work  of  all  city  high  schools  other  than  technical  or  com- 
mercial, it  has  been  advocated  that  the  interest  of  a  municipality 
of  size  might  better  be  served  by  a  single  school  having  this  as 
its  sole  mission. 

Such  an  arrangement  would  leave  the  so-called  academic  high 
school  to  offer  on  the  one  hand,  courses  of  a  purely  cultural 
character  that  point  neither  to  the  college,  nor  to  practical  activ- 
ity, but  to  breadth  and  quality  of  life,  and  to  provide,  on  the 
other  hand,  apart  from  admission  requirements  and  college  stan- 
dards, courses  that  are  predominantly  cultural,  yet  somewhat 
practical  in  their  implications  and  bearings.  In  providing  such 
instruction  for  students  who  neither  purpose  to  attend  higher 
institutions,  nor  are  constrained  to  early  entrance  on  life  pur- 
suit, the  hi^  school  in  the  city  of  size  would  perform  a  real 
service,  for  in  an  age  that  is  predominantly  industrial  and  com- 
mercial there  is  need  of  a  citizenship  grounded  in  the  things  of 
life  that  make  for  refinement  and  idealism. 

Whether  the  work  of  preparing  young  people  for  college,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


414  Education  far  March 

of  offering  courses  that  make  for  culture  is  accomplished  by  one 
or  different  schools,  the  doing  of  this,  however  important  and 
significant,  cannot  be  exalted  into  the  chief  function  of  a  city 
high  school.  For  in  view  of  the  number  whose  interests  are  to  be 
conserved,  the  primary  mission  of  the  high  school  in  a  city  of 
size  is  to  provide  a  thorough-going  practical  education  adapted 
to  the  ability  and  helpful  to  the  mass  of  high  school  students. 

Just  what  lines  of  practical  education  shall  be  offered,  and 
whether  the  instruction  shall  be  given  in  one  or  different  schools, 
depends  upon  the  particular  interest  of  the  city  supporting  the 
system,  and  upon  local  conditions.  This,  however,  is  clear,  it 
is  the  paramount  duty  of  the  high  school  in  a  city  of  size  to  pro- 
vide the  workmen  of  tomorrow  with  lines  of  practical  training 
having  a  broad  background  in  science,  literature,  history  and 
art  which  shall  directly  prepare  them  to  take  up  tl^  duties  of 
life.  To  do  less  is  not  only  to  endanger  the  development  of  th« 
municipality  but  to  handicap  still  further  that  large  body  of 
youth  who  from  necessity,  rather  than  preference,  are  at  an  early 
age  constrained  to  enter  into  competition  for  a  livelihood. 

If  the  primary  mission  of  the  hi^  school  in  a  city  of  size  is 
taken  to  be  the  fitting  of  yoimg  people  for  commercial  and  indus- 
trial activities,  it  is  well  to  be  on  our  guard  against  thinking  that 
courses  which  give  insight  into  practical  activities  and  serve 
as  the  basis  of  industrial  skill  and  commercial  efficiency,  are  not 
cultural.  Indeed,  it  is  a  question  whether  materials  of  knowl- 
edge selected  from  the  side  of  definite  human  interests  and  ap- 
plied to  the  satisfaction  of  definite  human  needs  are  not  more 
truly  cultural  than  materials  selected  from  the  point  of  view  of 
science  and  studied  apart  from  any  practical  interest  or  end*  In 
a  word,  it  is  an  open  question  whether  the  courses  of  real  culture 
are  to  be  found  in  the  older  type  of  secondary  schools,  or  in  the 
modem  technical  or  commercial  high  school. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

We  would  then  limit  the  mission  of  the  high  school  in  rural 
districts  to  preparing  country  children  to  live  and  work  in  the 
country,  and  would  make  its  primary  mission  in  the  small  ciQf 
and  in  the  city  of  size  the  giving  of  young  people  an  education 
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which  has  a  broad  basis  in  science,  literature,  history,  and  art, 
and  yet  prepares  directly  for  entrance  upon  life  pursuit  The 
dignity  of  the  high  school  is  not  thereby,  as  we  believe,  lowered, 
nor  is  its  field  of  influence  narrowed.  There  is  rather  opened  to 
the  high  school  a  field  of  larger  usefulness,  for  greater  oppor- 
tunity is  given  it  to  touch  the  life  of  its  students,  to  enter  into 
the  affairs  of  the  community  at  the  point  where  there  is  need, 
and  to  become  a  factor  in  determining  the  welfare  and  develop- 
ment of  the  social  body.  In  the  performance  of  this  larger  ser- 
vice^ the  high  school  ministers  to  all  the  people,  becomes  true  to 
the  forces  giving  it  existence,  and  worthy  of  the  full  support  of 
the  whole  community. 
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DwiGHT  Everett  Watkins,  Knox  College,  Galksbuhg,  III, 

*JT  is  now  just  twenty-one  years  since  the  first  inter- 
collegiate debate  was  held.  In  this  brief  space. of 
time  such  contests  have  multiplied  until  there  is 
scarcely  a  college  in  the  land  that  does  not  boast 
of  debating  relations  with  some  worthy  rivaL  And 
following  the  lead  of  his  elder  brother  in  the  uni- 
versity^ the  high  school  lad  has  also  aspired  to 
test  his  intellectual  acumen  on  the  contest  plat- 
form. Interscholastic  debates  hi^ve  been  inaugurated  hither  and 
yon,  sometimes  in  such  profusion,  and  accompanied  by  such  in- 
tense rivalry,  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  the  regular  studies 
of  those  engaged  in  them,  and  to  lead  principals  to  seriously 
doubt  the  value  of  the  exercise.  But  of  late  corrective  measures 
have  begun  to  appear.  The  good  features  of  the  debate  are 
being  carefully  treasured  and  the  evil  tendencies  gradually  elimi- 
nated until  the  day  seems  not  far  distant  when  interscholastic 
debating  will  come  fairly  into  its  own. 

Originally  an  interscholastic  debate  was  carried  on  by  six 
students,  three  from  each  of  the  competing  schools.  There  was 
but  one  contest  each  year,  held,  as  a  rule,  alternately  at  each 
of  the  schools.  The  members  of  the  visiting  team  made  the 
journey  alone,  save  for  a  faculty  supervisor,  and  their  fellow 
students,  left  behind  at  home,  were  content  to  hear  the  report 
next  morning,  except  as  a  few  ardent  friends  of  the  team  waited 
for  reports  by  wire  at  the  "Elite  Cafe"  or  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  office. 

But  anything  savoring  of  contest  could  not  long  resist  taking 
on,  in  some  measure,  the  artificial  enthusiasm  of  athletic  meets, 
and  recognizing,  in  addition,  the  advantage  always  possessed  by 
a  team  speaking  before  a  friendly  audience,,  there  soon  developed 
two  annual  contests,  one  at  each  school,  with  the  attendant  phe- 
nomena of  large  visiting  delegations,  the  wearing  of  huge  chry- 
santhemums with  long  streamers  of  ribbon,  and  the  vociferous 
approval  of  raucous  yell-masters  and  their  eager  followers.    Man- 
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iiesQijy  under  this  system^  it  must  often  happen  that  each  school 
would  win  one  decision,  and  there  would  develop  a  tie,  but 
principals,  generally,  and  often  the  members  of  the  teams  them- 
selves, rather  recoiled  from  attempting  a  third  contest,  with  the 
attendant  arduous  preparation,  so  that  the  frequent  recourse  of 
athletic  teams,  "the  rubber",  seldom  met  with  favor  in  the  field 
of  debate.  Moreover,  the  chances  for  a  true  measure  of  ability, 
even  if  the  third  contest  were  indulged  in,  were  not  at  all  good. 
In  each  debate  a  new  question  was  caUed  for  by  both  the  debaters 
and  the  audiences,  and  there  was  always  the  lurking  possibility 
that  this  question  might  not  be  evenly  balanced.  Further  source 
of  dissatii^action  was  found  in  the  fact  that  even  two  debates, 
with  an  entirely  new  preparation  for  each  event,  seriously  taxed 
the  energies  of  the  students  involved.  So,  on  the  whole,  the 
practice  of  holding  more  than  one  interscholastic  debate  a  year 
was  quite  generally  deplored. 

But  Young  America  would  not  thus  be  arbitrarily  deprived  of 
his  chance  to  win  his  spurs,  and  he  conceived  the  idea  of  debating 
upon  the  same  question  with  different  schools,  this  plan  possessing 
the  advantage  that  he  measured  himself  with  more  than  one  an- 
tagonist, and  that  he  was  enabled  to  do  it  without  being  burdened 
with  a  second  long  period  of  reading  and  general  preparation. 
This  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  debaters  themselves  was  seconded 
by  the  policy  among  state  universities  and  some  small  colleges 
of  organizing  state-wide  leagues,  where,  by  a  system  of  pyra- 
mids, the  championship  of  a  whole  state  might  be  determined. 

However,  even  this  plan  was  soon  found  unsatisfactory.  The  se- 
ries was  too  long,  as  many  as  seven  debates  being  required  to  deter- 
mine the  championship  of  eight  schools.  A  change  of  sides  was 
often  found  necessary  also,  since  two  negative  teams  or  two 
affirmative  teams  might  very  well  happen  to  win  in  any  group 
of  four  schools,  and  this  proved  to  require  almost  as  much  work 
as  was  necessitated  under  the  older  plan  of  debating  a  new  ques- 
tion. There  was  still  the  evil  attendant  upon  transporting  large 
bodies  of  student  enthusiasts,  often  late  at  night,  and,  while  there 
was  a  gain  in  more  thorough  work  on  account  of  the  supervision 
of  a  hi^er  institution  of  learning,  the  publishing  of  bibliograph- 
ies, and  the  recommendation  of  the  study  of  books  on  the  theory 
^d  art  of  debating,  the  plan,  as  a  whole,  was  still  found  to  be 
far  from  ideal. 
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In  the  meantime  there  had  develaped  at  the  imiversities  what 
is  known  as  the  ^^triangular"  debating  league,  and  this  was  at 
once  appropriated  by  the  high  school  debating  interests.  Large 
numbers  of  "triangles''  were  organized  throughout  the  country. 
By  this  plan  each  school  is  represented  by  two  teams,  one  affirma- 
tive team  and  one  negative  team.  Usually  all  the  negative  teams 
debate  away  from  home,  since  the  burden  of  proof  resting  upon 
the  affirmative  is  thought  to  be  coimterbalanced  by  the  advantage  of 
speaking  before  the  home  audience.  Thus  the  negative  team  from 
school  A  (supposing  the  three  schools  in  the  league  to  be  rep- 
resented by  A,  B  and  C)  debates  the  affirmative  team  from  B 
at  B,  the  negative  team  from  B  debates  the  affirmative  team  from 
C  at  C,  and  the  negative  team  from  C  debates  the  affirmative 
team  from  A  at  A.  Clearly  this  system  is  a  great  step  in  advance. 
Six  students,  instead  of  three,  are  given  opportunity  to  show 
their  mettle  in  forensic  contests.  The  dangers  of  an  ill-balanced 
question  are  obviated,  for  if  the  question  should  prove  one-sided, 
the  results  generally  show  an  affirmative  or  negative  victory  all 
around.  The  debates  are  all  held  on  the  same  evening  and  the 
championship  is  decided  without  delay.  There  is  no  transporta- 
tion of  large  bodies  of  students,  for  each  high  school  has  enough 
to  do  in  supporting  its  own  home  team.  The  score  in  victories, 
while  usually  resulting  in  a  double  victory  for  one  school,  a  vic- 
tory and  a  defeat  for  another,  and  a  double  defeat  for  the  third, 
may,  of  course,  stand  one  victory  and  one  defeat  all  around,  but 
ill  this  case  most  schools  decide  the  championship  according  to 
the  number  of  judges'  ballots  won,  and  this  puts  the  possibility 
of  a  draw  much  further  oflf.  The  plan  simplifies  to  a  great  de- 
gree the  preparation  of  the  various  teams.  There  is  no  longer 
the  awful  dread  attendant  upon  not  knowing  "what  the  other  side 
will  say."  That  is  supplied  by  the  other  local  team,  defending 
the  opposite  side  of  the  question.  There  is  a  very  much  greater 
chance,  among  young  debaters,  of  arriving  at  the  real  issues, 
since  the  informal  "combats" — and  they  often  prove  to  be  just 
that — serve  to  sift  pretty  thoroughly  the  truth  from  the  chaff. 
On  the  whole,  the  "triangular"  plan  has  been  found  to  be  almit 
the  beet  thus  far  developed. 

A  further  development  of  the  "triangular"  system  is  fouad  in 
what  has  oome  to  be  known  as  "the  Knox  triple  triangld^  cya- 
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tern,  originated  at  Knox  College.  In  this  system  three  ordinary 
triangles  are  built  into  a  larger  triangle,  nine  schools  being  thus 
included  in  the  league.  The  debates  are  conducted  in  a  manner 
identical  with  that  in  use  in  the  ordinary  "triangular"  formation, 
and  the  championship  decided  in  the  same  way.  The  plan  is 
plainly  superior  to  any  system  where  the  elimination  is  accom- 
plished by  pairs,  for,  whereas  ordinarily  seven  debates  are  neces- 
tery  to  determine  the  championship  of  eight  schools,  under  this 
form  of  organization  two  debates  decide  the  championship  of 
nine  schools.  And  this  is  done  without  any  change  of  sides  or 
additional  preparation,  something  not  at  all  certain  imder  the 
older  systems.  So  great  are  the  advantages  of  this  new  method, 
that  it  is  almost  certain  of  adoption  in  larger  leagues.  Twenty- 
seven  schools  could  unite  imder  this  plan  and  have  the  champion- 
ship decided  in  three  debates,  and,  if  it  became  desirable — as  it 
very  well  might  under  the  patronage  of  some  large  state  univer- 
sity— ^the  championship  of  eighty-one  schools  could  be  determined 
in  four  debates,  which  is  just  half  the  number  of  debates  re- 
quired under  the  older  system  to  decide  the  championship  of 
sixteen  schools. 

Two  modifications  of  the  "triangular''  formation  are  found  in 
the  "dual  debate"  and  the  "pentangular  league."  In  the  "dual 
debate"  two  schools  exchange  teams,  that  is,  each  school  has  an 
affirmative  and  a  negative  team,  and  one  of  these  visits  the  other 
school,  so  that  two  debates  are  held  simultaneously,  one  in  each 
place.  The  plan  is  better  than  the  older  one  in  which  each  school 
had  one  team.  It  possesses  most  of  the  advantages  of  the  "tri- 
angular" system,  but  there  is  a  greater  possibility  of  a  tie 
in  decisions  or  the  number  of  judges'  Ballots  won,  and,  in  case 
the  championship  of  a  larger  league  is  being  looked  forward  to, 
the  process  of  elimination  is  much  slower.  Wherever  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  secure  three  schools  to  form  a  league,  however,  the  "dual" 
form  is,  without  a  doubt,  the  best.  In  the  "pentangular"  league 
formation  five  schools  unite  and  debate  in  the  same  way  as  in  the 
"triangular"  system.  The  plan  can  scarcely  be  said  to  possess 
great  advantages,  however.  Of  course,  it  has  the  influence  which 
comes  with  numbers.  It  is  better  suited,  perhaps,  to  imiversitiee 
and  oolites  than  to  high  schools.  There  is  no  definite  aasuranoe 
that  two  sefaoolfl  will  not  secmre  the  same  soore  in  deciaicmn  and 
judges'  ballots,  and  there  are  two  sehools  ia  the  league  eadi  yieftr 
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with  which  the  other  schools  do  not  come  into  contest  in  any  way. 
A  much  better  plan  would  probably  be  found  in  a  "dual  triangle" 
formation,  where  the  winners  in  two  triangles — six  schools — 
would  be  brought  together. 

In  regard  to  the  merits  of  university  or  college  supervision  in 
the  conducting  of  debating  leagues,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  except  as  the  practical  working  out  of  what  par- 
ticular supervision  should  be  favored  is  affected  by  factional 
feeling.  But,  on  the  whole,  there  is  probably  very  little  of  this 
disturbing  element  Anything  that  will  further  the  general  cause 
of  education  is  looked  upon  with  favor,  and  the  first  league  in  the 
field  will  usually  be  the  one  to  which  support  is  given.  Many 
advantages  come  from  college  or  university  supervision.  First 
of  all,  the  college  or  university  is  able  to  give  assistance  In  the 
selection  of  the  question,  for,  with  the  resources  of  their  depart- 
ments of  public  speaking,  they  have  the  time  and  means  for 
knowing  thoroughly  the  whole  field  of  debate.  They  usually, 
further,  publish  copious  bibliographies,  which  make  it  easier 
for  the  high  school  student  to  start  his  preparation.  The  thor- 
oughness of  the  bibliography  is  in  itself  often  a  valuable  lesson 
for  the  beginner.  Some  colleges  include  in  the  bibliography  a 
few  books  on  debating  and  argumentation,  and  a  few  on  the 
art  of  delivery,  and  these  furnish  useful  inspiration.  The  fact 
that  the  name  of  some  college  or  university  is  connected  with  the 
debate  is  a  good  thing,  for  the  student  has  his  attention  called  to 
a  higher  institution  of  learning  and  he  naturally  wishes  to  know 
more  about  it.  The  bibliograhpy,  bearing  the  name  of  some  col- 
lege, serves  the  same  purpose  as  the  framed  group  of  university 
views  that  hangs  in  the  principal's  office.  If  successful,  too,  the 
high  school  debater  becomes  ambitious  for  further  honors  at  col- 
lege, and  he  is  led  to  desire  a  college  education.  Colleges,  some- 
times, also,  furnish  valuable  assistance  in  supplying  judges  and 
coaches.  The  tone  of  high  school  debating  can,  without  doubt, 
be  elevated  by  college  or  university  supervision. 

Thus  the  more  recent  forms  ojf  group  debating  among  hi^ 
schools  can  be  said  to  produce  much  more  of  good  than  of  evil, 
and  principals  are  showing  themselves  quick  to  grasp  the  newer 
suggestions,  with  the  result  that  debating,  which  for  a  time  seemed 
to  hold  a  precarious  place  in  the  school  program  of  events,  is 
rapidly  finding  a  permanent  favor. 
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Lauba.  E.   Lockwood,  Weli-esley  College,   Mass. 

■^EARNING  to  speak  French  is,  strange  to  say,  one 
of  the  very  best  ways  of  learning  to  speak  English 
with  accuracy,  and  not  only  to  speak  English  but 
also  to  love  it ;  and  likewise  to  desire  that  others  shall 
have  a  keener  feeling  for  its  beauty,  and  a  greater 
willingness  to  take  pains  that  it  shall  remain  beauti- 
ful. The  French  pronunciation  requires  such  a  nice 
distinction  in  vowel  sounds  and  such  an  accurate 
enunciation  of  both  vowels  and  consonants,  that  this  makes  the 
English  ear,  tongue,  and  mind — perhaps  for  the  first  time — really 
conscious  of  our  careless  habits  in  the  slurring  of  vowels  and  the 
dropping  of  consonants.  And  there  is  no  land  so  generous  to  all 
students  who  vrish  to  study  her  language  as  is  France.  The  uni- 
versities open  their  doors  and  prepare  with  elaborate  cfire  and 
forethought  many  courses  especially  fitted  to  teach  the  foreigner 
their  beautiful  language,  and  something  of  their  varied  literature 
and  civilization.  One  of  the  best  of  these  universities  is  situated 
at  Grenoble. 

The  French  students  at  the  University  of  Grenoble  say  that  it 
is  there  a  veritable  disadvantage  to  be  bom  in  France,  because 
the  students  from  foreign  lands  are  the  ones  who  receive  the  chief 
favors  of  time,  courses,  and  attention.  The  work  is  planned  and 
directed  to  meet  their  needs ;  they  are  the  students  the  university 
seeks  to  draw  and  hold.  However  true  this  may  be,  I  cannot  in- 
deed say,  but  I  am  sure  that  the  stranger  who  goes  there  with  the 
purpose  of  learning  French  finds  his  wishes  and  his  convenieiice 
admirably  met. 

The  city,  now  of  about  75,000  inhabitants,  is  the  ancient 
Cularo,  hegan  by  Domitian  in  the  third  century  of  our  era,  and 
rebuilt  by  Gratian  a  century  later ;  also  renamed  by  him  Qratian- 
apolis,  which  has  been  shortened  and  altered  in  sound  to  Grenoble. 
I  presume  both  emperors  were  drawn  to  this  spot  by  the  beauty 
and  strength  of  its  position ;  and  it  is  chiefly  this  position  which 
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makes  it  today  one  of  the  most  important  cities  of  France.  The 
Iscre  river^  coming  down  from  the  mountains  in  the  north,  has 
in  the  ages  past  carved  itself  a  valley  smooth  and  broad  enough  to 
give  a  sense  of  space^  and  the  room  for  a  city  to  grow  almost  into 
suburbs.  The  narrow  river  flows  now,  swift  and  strong  and 
gray  in  color,  from  its  source  in  the  glaciers  of  Mt.  Blanc.  The 
mountains  surround  the  city,  yet  not  so  closely  as  to  leave  one 
breathless  and  half  afraid  to  look  up.  It  is  true  the  precipitous 
Mt  Rachias  forms  the  city  wall  on  the  south,  but  the  powerful 
fortress  that  climbs  its  side  and  crowns  its  lower  sunmiit,  gives  it, 
to  those  who  have  their  homes  under  its  shadow,  somewhat  of  a 
protecting  appearance.  Mt.  Bachias  is,  however,  only  a  smaU 
hump  of  earth  compared  with  the  snow-covered  range  of  the 
Belledonne  to  the  northeast,  or  the  mighty  mass  of  the  Grand 
Chartreuse  across  the  river.  Below  the  timber  line,  the  moun- 
tains are  green  and  beautiful,  covered  with  forests  or  cultivated 
in  tiny  farms;  here  and  there,  where  the  sides  of  the  moimtains 
are  less  steep,  the  houses  are  grouped  together  into  small  and 
picturesque  villages. 

Grenoble  stands  at  the  point  where  the  Isere  turns  almost  sharply 
from  its  southwesterly  course  and  runs  due  northeast  Just  be- 
yond the  city  the  Drac  river  flows  into  the  Isere  from  the  south. 
So  that  the  Boman  general  surveying  this  position  saw  that  Mt. 
Bachias  commanded  three  valleys,  one  directly  to  the  south,  one 
to  the  northeast  and  one  to  the  northwest;  saw  that  it  was  not 
only  beautiful  for  situation  but  invincible  for  strength,  a  spot 
where  the  Boman  legions  could  face  the  enemy  from  a  position 
almost  unassailable.  For  this  very  reason,  the  French  now  main- 
tain here  a  garrison  and  fortress  of  the  first  order. 

Part  of  the  present  city  is  new,  with  wide,  tree-bordered 
avenues,  well-built  dwelling  and  business  houses — ^never,  I  believe, 
over  five  stories  high — and  many  beautiful,  shady  parks,  where 
nurses  and  children  play,  and  where  old  men  and  students  come 
to  read  and  discuss;  another  part  has  narrow,  winding  streets, 
only  a  pretence  of  sidewalks,  and  many  varied  and  mingled  odors. 
On  the  whole,  however,  it  is  a  clean  city,  kept  so  mainly  by  the 
streams  of  fresh,  clear  water  that  are  always  running  in  the  stone 
gutters  at  the  sides  of  the  streets,  and  from  the  hydrants  at  every 
street  comer.    One  is  seldom  out  of  the  sound  of  running  water.. 
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Victor  Hugo  says,  "Aries  is  the  daughter  of  Troy  and  the 
mother  of  Grenoble.^'  If  so,  she  sent  her  children,  the  Bomans, 
here  only  for  stem  living  and  not  for  the  play  of  life.  They  ap- 
parently had  no  theatre,  no  arena,  and  no  stately  baths,  as  they 
had  in  the  more  luxurious  south  at  Aries  and  Nimes.  There  is 
only  a  strong,  old  gateway  to  tell  the  tale  of  Eoman  occupation* 
And  indeed  from  later  ages  there  is  not  much  to  keep  the  visitor 
sight  seeing,  but  the  city  makes  the  most  of  what  it  has,  and  points 
with  a  great  deal  of  pride  to  its  remarkable  museum  of  fine  arts. 
This  contains  some  of  the  best  canvases  from  French,  Dutch, 
Italian,  and  Spanish  masters,  all  admirably  and  freely  shown. 
Then  there  is  the  crypt  of  the  Church  of  St.  Laurent,  built  in  the 
sixth  or  seventh  century,  and  said  to  be  the  most  ancient  chapel 
in  France;  the  cathedral  of  the  thirteenth  century;  the  Eenais- 
sance  courts  of  law;  and  the  library,  begun  in  the  fourteenth 
century  and  now  containing  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand volumes. 

More  interesting,  however,  than  the  work  of  the  past  are  the 
things  Grenoble  is  doing  today.  Well-ni^  half  the  gloves  of  the 
world  are  made  there.  One  of  the  commonest  and  pleasantest 
sights,  in  the  city  itself  and  in  the  surrounding  villages,  is  that  of 
the  bright-faced  old  women  sitting  before  their  doors  and  stitch- 
ing in  the  embroidery  we  all  admire  so  much  on  the  backs  of  our 
gloves.  It  is  clean,  pretty  work,  and  quickly  and  deftly 
done.  There  are  great  cement  works  and  great  electrical  plants, 
for  which  they  harness  the  mighty  torrents  of  water  that  unceas- 
ingly pour  down  from  the  mountains.  But  for  the  student  who 
goes  there  to  study  French,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  chief  pride 
of  the  city  is  in  its  university,  and  the  chief  charm  the  surrounding 
moimtains,  rivers,  and  valleys. 

The  university  is  so  unpretentious  in  its  buildings  that  you 
have  to  hunt  for  them,  and  that  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  The 
Palace  of  the  University,  as  it  is  called,  faces  one  of  the  small 
public  parks,  and  looks  like  a  city  office-building.  In  the  interior 
it  has  the  regular  rooms  for  committees  and  recitations,  but  these 
are  so  sternly  plain  as  to  be  almost  absolutely  without  decoration, 
and  even  without  many  of  what  we  consider  the  ordinary  physical 
comforts.  Some  six  blocks  away,  down  a  narrow  side  street  is 
the  amphitheatre  where  the  general  lectures  are  held;  and  near 
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by  is  the  Institute  of  Phonetics  with  a  small  amphitheatre  and  a 
number  of  small  class  rooms,  a  reading  room  where  the  daily  papers 
are  kept,  and  a  small  but  pretty,  shady  garden,  well  supplied 
with  seats.  The  lecture  rooms  are  seated  with  plain  wooden 
benches  unprovided  with  the  luxury  of  backs,  and  the  recitation 
rooms  are  furnished  with  the  barest  tables  and  chairs. 

In  such  plain  quarters  the  university  houses  a  faculty  of  letters, 
of  law,  of  science,  of  medicine.  It  provides  instruction  for  some 
seven  hundred  students  in  winter,  and  some  eight  hundred  in 
summer.  The  summer  session  lasts  from  the  first  of  July  until 
the  end  of  October,  so  the  doors  of  the  university  are  practically 
never  closed  during  the  year.  With  our  American  ideas  of  the 
beautiful  in  college  grounds  and  of  comforts  in  college  interiors, 
it  seems  that  only  the  keenest  intellectual  curiosity  could  make 
students  willing  to  sit  for  hours  of  the  day,  during  ei^t  months 
of  the  year,  on  narrow,  backless  benches.  In  summer  when  the 
windows  are  open  and  the  gardens  inviting,  one  endures  patiently 
the  benches,  yet  wonders  at  the  students  of  the  winter  season. 

The  intellectual  curiosity  which  makes  the  body  indifferent 
to  its  surroundings  is,  however,  present  in  both  instructors  and 
students.  The  students  of  the  summer  session  are  almost  entirely 
foreigners ;  Russians  in  large  numbers,  Italians  almost  as  numer- 
ous, Germans,  Hungarians,  Bohemians,  Portuguese,  English, 
Irish,  and  a  small  group  of  Americans.  The  majority  are  teachers 
or  would-be  teachers  of  French.  A  motley  body  they  are,  about 
half  men  and  half  women,  young  and  old,  priest  and  laymen,  gay 
and  sober,  keen,  intense,  always  eager  for  ideas,  always  arguing 
and  discussing — usually  in  French,  but  sometimes  in  a  French 
more,  I  fear,  like  that  of  the  Prioresse  than  like  that  of  the  Pro- 
fessor. 

From  eight  to  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  is  a  lecture  on  pho- 
netics by  Professor  Rosset,  who  gives  a  detailed  and  scholarly 
presentation  of  his  very  abstract  subject,  with  such  clearness 
and  such  almost  boyish  enthusiasm  that  you  too  become  imbued 
with  something  of  his  ardor;  that  a  hundred  students  go  twenty 
minutes  early  to  get  the  best  seats;  that  you  listen  intently,  ad- 
miring his  beautiful  French,  and  finally  come  to  see  some  order  in 
the  muddle  of  phonetic  laws.  After  ten  minutes'  walk  in  the  gar- 
den the  students  divide  into  groups  to  listen  to  the  explanation  of 
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grammar,  or  to  the  historical  account  of  French  words,  or  to  the 
examination  of  certain  modem  texts.  These  lectures  last  from 
nine  to  ten;  from  ten  to  eleven  there  are  classes  in  translation; 
one  section  for  the  English  students,  who  were  working  on  The 
Princess  and  the  Butterfly,  turning  it  into  idiomatic  French; 
another  section  for  the  Russians,  one  for  the  Italians,  and  so  for 
each  nationality.  In  the  one  hour  remaining  before  lunch,  the 
small  reading  or  discussion  circles  meet;  the  reading  circles  are 
each  composed  of  six  students,  who  in  turn  read  aloud  selections 
of  prose  or  poetry,  and  suffer  meekly  the  infliction  of  much  criti- 
cism and  much  repetition.  The  circles  for  discussion  are 
fewer  in  number,  because  few  persons  have  such  a  perfect  com- 
mand of  French  as  to  be  able  to  take  part  in  free  and  open  debate. 

From  four  to  five  in  the  afternoon,  and  again  from  five  to  six, 
liiere  are  lectures  in  the  amphitheatre  on  French  literature,  French 
history,  French  institutions,  or  French  art.  The  men  who  give 
liiese  lectures  are  chiefly  from  the  University  of  Grenoble;  al- 
though last  summer  there  was  one  professor  from  the  Sarbonne  of 
Paris,  and  one  from  Oxford,  England.  The  lectures  are  neither 
very  detailed  nor  very  profound,  but  are  admirably  planned  and 
very  interesting  accounts  of  the  development  of  lyric  i)oetry,  of 
the  novel,  of  French  humor,  of  present  industrial  conditions  in 
France,  and  similar  subjects.  The  students  of  last  summer  will 
not  soon  forget  the.  vivid  pictures  of  the  court  of  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth given  by  Professor  Esmonin,  or  the  sympathetic  treatment 
of  French  poetry  by  Professor  Morel, 

The  attendance  upon  so  many  lectures  each  day  sounds  like 
strenuous  living  for  the  summer  weeks,  especially  after  the  winter 
months  of  teaching,  but  there  are  the  two  remaining  days  of  the 
week,  and  they  give  the  other  half  of  the  right  summer  combination 
of  work  and  play.  A  committee  of  the  university  organizes,  for 
each  Saturday  and  often  also  for  Sunday,  excursions  into  the  moun- 
tains or  to  the  cities  along  the  Valley  of  the  Rhone.  Early  in  the 
week  the  program  for  the  coming  week-end  is  posted,  and  there  is 
a  pushing,  eager  crowd  about  the  bulletin-board.  One  must 
enter  one^s  name  by  the  middle  of  the  week  and  pay  the  necessary 
sum — always  one-half  or  less  than  the  outing  would  cost  if  taken 
alone  or  in  small  groups. 

On  Saturday  morning  at  a  very  early  hour — the  earliness  de- 


Djgitized  by 


Google 


426  Education  far  March 

pending  on  the  mountain  to  be  climbed  that  day — ^the  elans  gather 
at  some  central  place^  with  knapsack  on  back  and  stout  pointed 
stick  in  hand^  the  professor  in  charge  for  the  day  being  first  on 
the  spot  to  welcome  the  comers  and  to  act  as  guide.  The  caravan 
usually  takes  the  tram  or  the  train  for  the  first  half  hour  or  so ; 
and  then,  leaving  the  car,  the  day's  tramp  begins.  The  company 
sometimes  numbers  a  hundred  persons^  who  of  course  separate 
into  small  groups — friends  together,  fast  walkers  in  the  lead,  and 
the  slow  trailing  along  behind.  French  is  the  rule  of  the  day, 
and  one  gets  more  personal  practice  in  these  care-&ee,  all-day 
tramps  through  the  beautiful  gorges  and  up  the  steep  mountain- 
sides than  in  the  five  other  days  of  the  week.  At  noon  there  is 
the  halt  for  rest  and  the  knapsack  luncheon,  with  the  Germans 
singing  songs  and  the  quick-tongued  Italians  telling  stories.  Then 
comes  the  afternoon  tramp  down,  down  into  the  fertile  valley 
where  the  mountains  are  sending  long  shadows;  and  afterward, 
the  dinner  eaten  with  ravenous  appetite,  and  the  sound  sleep  of 
Ihe  mountaineer  through  all  the  hours  of  the  night  The  vigorous 
and  enthusiastic  are  up  again  early  on  Sunday  morning^  and  off 
for  another  long  mountain  day ;  the  less  strenuous  are  content  with 
only  an  afternoon's  tramp.  And  indeed  it  would  be  hard  to  stay 
indoors  on  Sunday  afternoon,  for  all  the  French  world  is  afoot^ 
families  and  friends  together — ^the  mountain  paths  are  full  of  their 
talk  and  laughter. 

Sometimes  it  is  an  automobile  day.  You  start  at  six  o'clock  in  a 
great,  comfortable  machine  holding  twenty-five  persons,  and 
roll  over  excellent  roads  up  and  up,  the  eye  feasting  at  each  turn 
on  the  beauty  or  wonder  of  ravine,  cascade,  or  river,  until  you 
reach,  at  noon,  a  point  where,  near  tiie  foot  of  the  glacier,  you  are 
almost  surrounded  by  the  snow ;  the  guide  announces  three  hours' 
rest  for  dinner,  and  for  a  climb  to  the  snow  or  to  gather  the  flowers 
growing  dose  by;  then,  after  the  professorial  whistle  has  called 
all  back,  the  descent  begins,  when  you  see  in  reverse  order  all  the 
marvels  over  which  you  had  exclaimed  during  the  morning  climK 

Again,  it  is  a  two  days'  tour  to  Nimes  and  Aries  to  visit  the  gar- 
dens, the  tombs,  the  fine  old  Boman  arenas,  where  the  beasts  f  ou^t 
long  ago,  and  where  bull  fights  are  now  held  on  Sunday  afternoons 
in  summer;  or  to  Marseilles  to  see  the  beauties  of  that  fair  city 
by  the  sea,  and  the  next  day  to  Avignon,  where  the  Popes  lived. 
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and  all  the  world  danoed  on  the  bridge  spanning  the  Bhone.  Such 
days  give  rest  to  body  and  mind,  cultivate  acquaintance  and  friend- 
ebip'y  turn  men  and  women  into  boys  and  girls,  and  send  the  stu- 
dent back  on  Monday  with  a  keen  zest  for  the  game  of  learning 
FrencL 

It  costs,  moreover,  very  little :  from  twenty-five  to  forty  dollars  a 
month  for  comfortable  board  and  room ;  ten  dollars  to  tiie  univer- 
sity for  six  weeks  of  lectures  and  twelve  for  two  months,  with 
half  fare  to  ^and  from  Qrenoble  on  all  branches  of  the  Paris  and 
Lyons  railroad.  Surely  this  is  not  a  costly  summer,  when  it  com- 
bines the  Alps,  the  Bhone  valley,  a  vision  of  Gkul  in  the  old  Ko- 
man  days,  some  glimpse  of  the  romantic  land  of  Provence,  and 
what  knowledge  of  Prench  one  has  a  mind  to  win. 

And  is  Grenoble  a  good  place  for  linguistically  lazy  Americans 

,  to  learn  French  ?  No,  if  one  does  as  most  English  and  Americans 
did  last  summer — ^live  together  in  groups  in  the  same  pension ;  at- 
tend lectures  in  groups;  take  walks  together;  and  always  speak 
English,  Yes,  if  one  shims  one's  countrymen  and  chooses  ac- 
quaintances among  those  who  do  not  understand  English ;  if  one 
skilfully  manages  to  get  the  seat  at  table  next  to  Madame  or 
Mademoiselle,  who  kindly  talks  much,  and  generously  corrects  most 
mistakes;  and  especially  if  one  has  courage  and  leaves  supersensi- 
tiveness  at  home.  The  learning  of  Prench  depends,  however,  at 
Grenoble,  as  at  any  other  place  in  Prance,  on  one's  self.  But  the 
conditions  at  Qrenoble  are  well-nigh  the  best  possible,  in  excellent 

'lectures  offered,  in  incentives  to  speak  and  read  French,  in  op- 
portunities for  criticism,  and  in  the  stimulus  of  mountain  air  and 
the  joy  of  mountain  sc^iery. 
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Ebedebio  W.  Sanders 
{Continued  from  February  Education) 

PEACTICAL  SUGGESTIONS. 

L 

As  to  the  General  Plan  of  Organizing  the  Schools. 

§1.  The  practical  recognition  of  the  postulates  hereinbefore  set 
forth  and  the  realization  of  the  truth  contained  in  them  may  best 
be  attained,  I  believe,  by  such  a  flexible  organization  of  the  school 
system  as  is  indicated  below,  in  which  the  psycho-physical  stages 
of  development  above  referred  to  shall  be  taken  as  the  bases  of 
classification  and  grading,  in  which  there  shall  be  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  readjustment,  and  in  which  there  shall  be  much  individ- 
ual instruction  without  foregoing  the  benefits  of  class  work. 

Each  school  period  corresponding  to  the  stages  of  psycho-physi- 
cal development  mentioned  above  should  be  treated  as  one  con- 
tinuous class  (whether  lasting  one  year  or  four),  in  which  class 
the  core  of  the  work  should  consist  of  a  minimum  curriculum  for 
all,  such  as  can  be  followed  by  the  slowest  and  dullest  pupil  that 
is  not  so  far  below  the  normal  plane  as  to  require  education  in  a 
special  school  for  defectives.  Furthermore,  in  planning  the  school 
work,  provision  should  be  made  for  the  pursuit  by  every  child  ^f 
some  special,  individual  interest  not  embraced  in  the  prescribed 
curriculum — such  as  learning  to  play  upon  a  musical  instrument, 
cultivating  a  special  talent  for  drawing  or  painting,  learning  a 
foreign  language  not  provided  for  in  the  curriculum,  etc*  In 
addition  to  this  the  plan  of  daily  work  must  be  so  flexible  that  the 
children  having  special  aptitudes  in  any  one,  in  several,  or  in  all 
directions  can  be  given  extra  work  therein.    More  difficult  prob- 


*One  of  the  moat  serious  defects  in  the  present  organintion  of  education  Is 
that  It  condemns  the  especially  talented  either  to  forego  the  proper  early  cul- 
tivation of  their  talent  or  else  to  give  up  such  a  general  education  as  all  men 
and  women  need  in  order  to  enable  them  to  live  large,  useful,  happy,  human 
Uves. 
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lems  or  a  greater  number  of  problems  illustrating  the  principles 
of  which  the  whole  class  is  endeavoring  to  gain  a  working  knowl- 
edge,  may  be  given  to  those  showing  mathematical  talent;  more 
elaborate  or  a  greater  number  of  observations  and  reports  in  nature 
study  may  be  called  for  from  those  whose  ability  lies  in  this  direc- 
tion; while  in  the  case  of  others  the  surplus  ability  and  energy 
may  find  its  natural  outlet  in  more  reading  along  certain  lines,  in 
more  elegant  or  in  a  greater  number  of  manual  achievements,  e^c. 
Further  than  this,  the  ability  and  energy  of  the  more  fortunately 
endowed  children,  wherever  practicable  (and  that  it  is  generally 
practicable  many  teadiers  have  testified),  should  be  employed  to 
some  extent  in  helping  their  less  advanced  classmates.  This  is  de- 
sirable not  alone  for  the  moral  culture  incidental  to  this  kind  of 
cooperation,  nor  merely  because  a  child  can  sometimes  learn  better 
from  his  fellows  a  little  in  advance  of  him  than  from  adults,  but 
also  because  we  learn  so  much  by  teaching,  that,  aside  from  the 
moral  benefit  coming  to  the  child  teacher  from  this  cultivation  of 
the  spirit  of  helpfulness,  his  measure  of  mastery  of  the  special 
kind  of  work  in  which  he  excels  his  fellows  will  usually  be  mucji 
increased  by  this  kind  of  exercise  of  his  powers.  But  however 
else  provision  should  be  made  for  meeting  the  needs  of  the  brighter 
members  of  the  class,  a  part  of  their  surplus  energy  and  quickness 
to  learn  should  be  taken  advantage  of  to  give  them  more  leisure 
for  healthful,  out-of-door  exercise  and  recreation,  lest  they  suffer 
from  some  of  the  forms  of  ill  health,  especially  nervous  disorders, 
to  which  the  child  of  precocious  mental  development  so  often  falls 
victim. 

It  is  evident  that  the  kind  of  procedure  here  proposed,  in  the 
conduct  of  the  school,  involves  a  large  amount  of  individual  work, 
but  the  mistake  must  not  be  made  of  supposing  that  it  would  favor 
the  abolition  of  class  work.  Far  from  it.  A  large  part  of  the  work 
of  the  school  would  be  class  work;  not  only  would  much  of  the 
original  exposition  and  later  explanation  by  the  teacher  be  given 
to  the  class  as  a^  whole,  but  much  of  the  ^^recitation",  or  response 
of  the  pupils,  would  be  given  to  the  class  as  a  whole  or  to  a 
large  group  thereof.  Indeed,  the  experience  of  those  who  have 
worked  along  the  lines .  indicated  seems  to  confirm  what  might 
naturally  be  expected — that  the  attention  of  the  other  members 
of  the  class,  and  the  liveliness  and  excellence  of  the  contribution 
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of  the  individual  pupil  will  be  all  the  greater  if,  for  example,  the 
latter  has  been  observing  or  doing  something  in  nature  study  with 
which  his  classmates  are  not  equally  familiar,  or  if  he  is  reading 
something  which  the  whole  class  has  not  been  engaged  in  reading 
for  a  length  of  time  determined  by  the  size  of  the  class  and  the 
slowness  of  the  poorest  reader  it  may  contain  1 

§2.  As  large  classes  could  be  successfully  conducted  by  a  single 
teacher  under  the  plan  proposed  as  could  be  successfully  oon- 
ducted  by  a  single  teacher  under  any  existing  system*  Under 
this  system  there  would  naturaUy  be  considerable  group  work 
within  the  class ;  but  these  groups  would  be  flexible  and  constantly 
changing,  and  the  child  would  not  be  working  with  group  A  in 
reading,  although  unskillful  in  that  kind  of  activity,  just  because 
he  might  happen  to  be  quick  at  figures  and  expert  in  manual 
work;  the  group  would  not  be  fixed  for  the  term  or  for  just  so 
many  weeks  upon  the  basis  of  the  child's  apparent  brightness  or 
backwardness  in  general,  but  groups  would  form  themselves,  as 
it  were,  in  every  kind  of  school  occupation,  in  accordance  with 
what  the  different  children  might  be  doing  in  the  several  lines  of 
school  activity.  One  of  the  greatest  benefits  of  this  would 
be  that  the  children  would  not  be  prejudiced,;  and  their  self- 
confidence  unduly  discouraged  or  encouraged,  as  the  case  might 
be,  by  an  artificial  estimate  of  their  rank  among  their  fellows; 
but  greater  mutual  respect,  a  healthier  self-confidence,  and  there- 
fore more  pleasure  in  life  and  greater  zest  and  success  for  every 
individual,  would  arise  out  of  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  in 
school,  children  do  not  necessarily  belong  in  one  of  the  two  oppo- 
site classes,  the  "bright"  and  the  "dull",  but  that  child  A  may  be 
able  to  do  this  thing  better  than  C  and  D,  while  D  may  be  able 
to  do  the  next  thing  better  than  A  and  not  so  well  as  B,  and  so  on.* 

Although  it  would  doubtless.be  well,  under  any  system,  to  have 
small  classes,  containing  not  more  than  two  dozen  children,  I 
would  emphasize  the  fact  that  this  system  would  lend  itself  quite 
as  well  as  any  other  to  economy  in  the  number  of  teachers,  for 

*For  an  especially  interesting  account  of  successful  Individual  work  in  classes 
of  average  size,  see  Mrs.  Adella  R.  Hornbrook's  "Laboratory  Method  of  Teaching 
Mathematics  in  Secondary  Schools".  American  Educational  Bulletin  No.  VC 
American  Book  Co.,  1895.  See  also  the  lecture  and  bibliography  on  "Individual 
Instruction"  in  the  valuable  syllabus  of  Cornell  University  Course  of  Friday 
Lectures  on  High/ School  Work  and  Administration,  and  the  elaborate  presenta- 
tion of  the  results  of  this  method  in  the  case  of  a  foreign  language  class  given 
In  Preston  W.  Search's  "Ideal  Schoof."     (Appleton,   New  York). 
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with  the  help  of  one  or  more  assistant  teachers  or  normal  training 
school  cadets  in  each  school,  who  might  divide  their  time  between 
several  different  classes, — one  of  them  assisting  teacher  A  in  one 
room  the  first  part  of  the  forenoon,  and  working  in  teacher  B's 
class  in  another  room  later  in  the  day, — class  teacher's  could  work 
successfully  with  large  classes,  and  thus  the  expense  for  teacher's 
salaries  need  not  be  great  The  especial  function  of  the  cadets  or 
assistant  teachers  should  generaUy  be  to  help  the  children  individ- 
ually or  in  small  groups ;  and  the  class  teacher  might  well  assign 
the  conduct  of  the  extra  work  of  the  brighter  or  more  advanced 
pupils  to  the  assistant,  giving  her  own  especial  attention  more 
largely  to  the  less  able  children,  because  to  help  bright  children, 
skill  in  teaching  is  relatively  less  important  than  biowledge  of 
the  subject  (in  which  the  cadet,  fresh  from  her  studies,  is  gen- 
eraUy not  much,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  the  experienced  teacher), 
whereas  the  duller  children  need  all  the  pedagogical  skill  that 
Ihe  experienced  teacher  can  bring  to  their  assistance.* 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  under  the  system  herein  pro- 
posed, in  which  the  same  class-teacher  would  have  charge  of  a 
class  throughout  the  whole  of  a  given  school  period  corresponding 
to  one  of  the  stages  of  psycho-physical  development  referred  to  in 
Postulate  m,  the  number  of  classes  in  a  given  school  could  most 
readily,  and  in  a  manner  so  flexible  as  to  be  almost  automatic,  be 
adapted  to  the  size  and  wealth  of  th6  community.  While  a  com- 
paratively small  community  might  not  have  more  than  three  or 
four  classes  in  its  elementary  department  (or  school  of  boyhood 
and  girlhood  proper),  starting  one  each  year,  a  larger  community 
with  its  correspondingly  larger  school  fund,  might  start  classes 
not  only  semi-annually  but  quarterly,  bi-monthly,  or  even  of tener, 
so  that  any  child  in  this  stage  of  psycho-physical  development 
could,  at  any  time  throughout  the  school  year,  find  some  class 
that  would  be  almost  perfectly  adapted  to  his  exact  stage  of  ad- 
vancement; and  in  such  large  schools,  while  it  would  doubtless 
generally  be  advisable  for  a  child  to  continue  in  the  same  class, 
under  the  same  teacher,  throughout  the  whole  school  period  in 

*For  a  discussion  of  the  economy  of  maklnigr  use  of  assistant  teachers  to  work 
In  the  same  room  with  the  teachers  of  large  classes,  see  especially  the  syllabus 
(with  bibliography)  of  a  lecture  by  Superintendent  iCennedy  of  Batavia,  N.  Y., 
given  on  page  68  of  the  Cornell  Unlyerslty  Course  of  Friday  Lectures  on  High 
School  Work  and  Administration:  and  see  also  Mr.  Kennedy's  presentation  of 
the  subject  on  page  295  of  the  National  Educational  Association's  Freceedings 
for  1901. 
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question  (a  period  roughly  estimated  at  from  three  to  four  years 
in  length  in  the  case  of  the  elementary  department),  it  would  be 
possible  at  any  time  to  transfer  from  one  class  to  another  a  child 
whose  mental  and  physical  growth  was  especially  rapid  or  espe- 
cially slow,  or  who  by  reason  of  the  peculiarity  of  his  own  or  his 
teacher's  disposition,  should  not  be  getting  on  well  in  the  class  in 
which  he  happened  at  the  time  to  be.  In  such  a  large  school,  hav- 
ing a  number  of  classes  started  at  nearly  the  same  time  some  of 
the  classes  might  be  proceeding  quite  rapidly  while  others  were 
progressing  very  slowly,  the  teacher  of  class  A  might  be  able  to 
get  most  of  her  dass  very  rapidly  over  the  ground  in  its  study  of 
elementary  mathematics  but  mi^t  have  to  go  very  slow  with 
them  in  English,  while  class  B  might  be  making  especially  rapid 
progress  in  English  but  be  slower  than  other  classes  in  ma^e- 
matics  or  in  the  acquisition  of  manual  dexterity.  It  would  be 
easy  under  such  conditions  to  transfer  pupils  from  one  class  to 
another  so  as  to  group  the  children  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
could  work  together  most  successfully  and  harmoniously. 

§3.  While  the  matters  already  referred  to  are  important,  the 
greater  benefit,  perhaps,  that  would  come  from  the  adoption  of 
the  proposed  system  of  reorganizing  our  schools,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  change  it  would  make  in  the  relation  of  the  teachers  to 
her  work, — ^the  inspiring  freedom  it  would  give  her  when  she 
should  be  released  from  the  treadmill  grind  of  a  machine  opera- 
tive engaged  upon  a  part  of  a  part  of  something  with  the  ulti- 
mate form  of  which  she  has  nothing  to  do,  and  thus  deprived  of 
the  stimulus  an,d  reward  of  the  artist-worker,  who  has,  and  must 
have  if  he  or  she  is  to  continue  to  be  an  artist,  the  satisfaction 
of  carrying  a  piece  of  work  to  its  natural  completion.  No  longer 
tyrannized  over  by  the  necessity  of  bringing  every  class  and  the 
whole  class — the  bright  and  the  dull,  the  sanguine  and  the  phleg- 
matic, those  favored  by  a  cultured  and  prosperous  home  and  those 
handicapped  by  a  home  environment  of  poverty,  ignorance  and 
indifference,  those  well  and  those  ill  prepared — ^no  longer  kept 
in  a  constant  state  of  nervous  strain  by  the  necessity  of  bringing 
each  rapidly  succeeding  class,  as  a  whole,  to  a  preordained  point  in 
the  curriculum  within  a  certain  number  of  weeks  so  as  to  make 
connection  with  another  equally  short-lived  class  at  a  fixed  date 
twelve,  six  or  three  months  from  the  time  she  first  looks  her  little 
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company  of  individuals  in  the  faoe^  the  teacher,  transformed 
from  a  factory-hand  into  one  whose  work  is  dignified  and  ren- 
dered interesting  by  the  fact  th^  it  covers  the  whole  of  a 
natural  period  of  child  life,  instead  of  an  arbitrary  section  of 
such  a  unit,  may  well  feel  the  inspiration  of  the  artist,  finding 
continual  delight  in  a  noble  work  freely  pursued.^  She  could  then 
proceed  serenely  without  undue  haste,  to  do  her  best  to  help  the 
children  in  her  charge  to  the  most  perfect  development  individu- 
ally possible  for  each  one  of  them  within  the  phycho-physical 
period  of  development  constituting  her  field  of  work. 

Her  duty  would  no  longer  be  to  impart  to  all  of  her  pupils,  re- 
gardless of  their  various  idiosyncrasies,  exactly  the  same  amount 
of  information  in  just  so  many  subjects,  and  to  train  them  all  to 
exactly  the  same  degree  of  proficiency  in  certain  prescribed  ac- 
tivities. But  wherever  any  individual  of  her  class  should  appear 
to  have  completed  the  period  of  psycho-physical  development  to 
T^ch  her  department  of  the  school  was  designed  to  minister,  it 
would  be  her  duty  (after  consultation  with  her  principal  and 
with  the  parents  of  the  young  person)  to  transfer  the  latter  to 
the  next  department  of  the  school,  even  though  the  estimated 
time  for  the  completion  of  the  stage  of  development  represented 
by  her  own  department  had  not  elapsed  and  she  should  not  be 
ready  to  pass  her  class  as  a  whole  over  to  the  teacher  in  charge 
of  the  next  higher  department,  and  even  though  the  young  per- 
son in  question,  although  more  mature,  should  not  be  more,  but 
should  even  be  less  proficient  in  the  work  of  this  department  of 
the  school  than  most  of  the  classmates  he  would  leave  behind  him. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  should  happen  that  the  development  of 
one  or  more  of  the  children  under  the  care  of  an  elementary- 
department  teacher,  for  instance,  should  be  so  much  more  back- 
ward than  that  of  the  average,  that  such  child  or  children  should 
not  be  mature  enough  to  go  on  with  the  rest  of  the  class,  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  the  teacher  of  this  class,  A,  let  us  say,  to  transfer 
such  children  to  the  teacher  of  dass  B  of  the  same  department, — 
not  necessarily  to  remain  in  class  B  until  the  B  teacher  should 
promote  her  class  as  a  whole  to  the  secondary  transition  depart- 
ment and  start  again  with  a  class  of  youngsters  coming  from 
the  primary  transition  department,  but  each  one  of  these  chil- 
dren should  remain  until  the  teacher  and  the  supervising  authority 
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should  feel  satisfied  that  he  was  mentally  and  physically  mature 
enough  to  enter  upon  the  next  stage  of  school  life.  When  her 
pupils  should  have  about  reached  the  completion  of  the  stage  of 
boyhood  and  girlhood  proper,  as  contra-distinguished  from  the 
stage  of  pubescence,  the  elementary  department  teacher's  work 
with  her  class  would  be  done,  and  she  would  pass  the  young  people 
on  to  the  teachers 'of  the  secondary,  transition  department^  re- 
gardless of  whether  each  and  all  of  them  could  tell  the  year  and 
day  of  the  battle  of  Antietam,  could  work  so  many  problems  in 
percentage  in  so  many  minutes,  could  extract  the  cube  root  of  a 
number,  or  even  whether  one  or  more  of  them  were  deficient  in 
some  petty,  simple  matter  that  the  normal  child  might  well  be 
expected  to  master  in  the  elementary  department. 

The  teacher's  duty  would  be  discharged  when  she  had  done  her 
best  for  each  child  under  her  care;  uniformity  of  result  would 
not  be  required;  she  would  be  judged  in  a  large  way,  not  by 
minute  tests.  The  supervising  officer  would  visit  her  class  from 
time  to  time  (not  at  fixed  periods),  would  observe  her  work,  and 
would  find  out  how  the  children  were  getting  on  under  her  care ; 
the  supervisor  would  also  know  what  was  being  done  in  the  other 
classes,  and  how  well,  on  the  average,  the  children  trained  by 
the  teacher  under  consideration  were  conducting  themselves  and 
doing  their  work  in  the  next  stage  of  school  life.  Eurther  than 
this,  records  of  the  characteristics,  the  physical  and  mental  pe- 
culiarities of  each  child  would  be  kept  throughout  its  school  life. 
With  such  means  at  hand  for  estimating  the  value  of  a  teacher's 
work,  she  could  under  the  proposed  plan  be  given  a  very  large 
freedom  to  reach  results  in  her  own  way.  She  could  vary  the 
usual  daily  program  by  taking  the  children  into  the  fields  or 
woods  in  order  to  study  nature,  or  to  visit  some  industrial  estab- 
lishment in  order  to  become  acquainted  with  manual  and  mechani- 
cal processes  and  some  business  methods,  whenever  it  mi^t  seem 
wise  for  her  to  do  so.  Supervising  officers,  courses  of  study, 
text  books,  school  programs — all  these  would  still  be  at  hand  to 
help  the  teacher  in  her  work,  but  she  would  no  longer  be  in 
bondage  to  them. 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  in  this  connection  let  it  be  empha- 
sized that  under  the  organization  of  the  schools  proposed  it  would 
not  only  be  possible  for  the  teacher  to  learn  to  know  her  children 
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well,  to  know  each  member  of  her  class  throughout  a  fairly  long 
period,*  one  of  the  most  natural  results  of  which  would  be  to 
develop  a  strong  sympathy  between  teachers  and  pupils  (for,  as 
Henry  Ware  has  very  beautifully  said  in  his  novel  "Zenobia*',  to 
love  each  other  we  chiefly  need  to  know  each  other,  it  is  ignorance 
that  begets  suspicion  and  dislike),  but,  as  a  result  of  this  full 
knowledge  of  a  large  number  of  young  persons  during  the  whole 
of  a  natural  period  of  psycho-physical  development  the  teacher 
would  come  to  understand  this  stage  of  human  development  as 
no  teacher  can  be  expected  to  understand  any  stage  of  develop- 
ment under  our  present  system  of  grading. 

In  a  word,  the  teacher  would  be  -enabled  to  do  a  large  work  in 
A  large  way.  The  educational  factory  operative  of  today,  always 
under  a  nervous  strain  to  complete  a  stint  (and  an  impossible 
one  I)  within  a  fixed  time,  could  then  (and  I  believe  that  in  most 
•cases  she  would  then)  become  a  joyous  artist,  engaged  in  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  and  fascinating,  as  well  as  one  of  the  noblest 
occupations  that  life  affords. 

*lfany  schools  have  come  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  this,  and  in  the 
German  gynmasium  it  is  customary  for  the  ordinarius  (the  teacher  who  gives 
instruction  to  the  class  in  at  least  one  of  its  principal  studies  and  who  is 
especially  in  charge  of  it  as  a  class  teacher,  although  under  the  departmental 
system  even  the  lowest  class  has  several  teachers)  of  the  lowest  class  (sexta), 
composed  of  boys  of  nine  or  ten,  to  continue  as  ordinarius  and  principal  instruc- 
tor of  this  group  of  boys  while  they  are  passing  through  the  next  two  annual 
classes  (qumta  and  quata).  That  is  to  say  there  will-  be  In  the  gymnasium 
three  teachers,  every  one  of  whom  in  turn  will  take  charge  of  the  lowest  class 
jMd  carry  the  group  of  boys  through  the  first  three  years  of  the  gymnasium. 

(To  be  Continued) 
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Miss  C.  R.  Mabtin,  Jackson,   Ohio. 

"^HEEE  is  undoubtedly  no  element  in  nature  more 
conducive  to  poetic  meditation  than  snow, — the 
feathery  flakes  falling  through  the  air  and  the  beau- 
tiful soft  white  blanket  that  covers  the  ground  are 
inspiring  alike  to  young  and  old.  The  child  just 
beginning  to  walk  soon  toddles  to  the  window  when 
he  notices  the  snowflakes,  and  if  he  cannot  express 
his  joy  at  the  sight  with  his  voice,  his  beaming 
face  will,  and  his  chubby  hands  will  pat  against  the  window-pane 
iii  sheer  delight.  To  him  it  may  mean  a  possible  new  pastime,  at- 
tracting his  attention  as  long  as  it  lasts;  at  any  rate,  he  loves 
to  watck  the  graceful  movements  of  the  active  objects  that  seem 
to  want  to  play  with  him. 

The  children  in  kindergarten  and  primary  work  sing  action 
songs  in  expressing  their  idea  of  snow  and  the  protective  covering 
it  gives  the  earth,  and  in  many  other  ways  show  their  enjoyment 
and  appreciation  of  these  apparently  mysterious  "fleecy  lambkins 
from  the  doud-mountains."  To  older  children  a  snowstorm  may 
mean  only  greater  winter  sport  in  the  way  of  outdoor  exercise, 
but  even  so,  there  is  wonderful  appeal  to  llie  boisterous  boy  and 
care-free,  loving  girl  about  the  element  of  snow  that  is  indeed 
magnetic  in  its  nature.  For  those  children  who  have  had  the 
benefits  of  poetry-study  in  grammar  grade  work  for  some  time 
is  this  lesson  especially  developed. 

Many  poems  and  some  prose  works  have  had  snow  as  their 
theme,  but  it  remained  for  The  Quaker  Poet  with  his  knowledge 
of  the  bitter  winds  and  frosty  ground  of  a  New  England  winter, 
and  his  acquaintance  with  the  Whittier  household  during  their 
experience  of  being  shut  off  from  the  outside  world  for  a  week 
by  a  heavy  snowfall,  to  produce  the  masterful  "Snow-Bound'\  In 
this  narrative  Whittier  has  described  his  home  and  his  boyhood 
life.  The  house  visited  thus  by  the  storm  is  still  standing,  and  is 
open  to  visitors,  and  there  may  be  seen  the  kitchen  just  as  it  was 
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when  "the  warm  hearth  seemed  blazing  free."  Whittier's  outdoor 
life  let  him  into  many  of  the  secrets  of  nature,  and  his  reading  of 
some  poems  of  Bums  gave  him  the  hint  how  to  find  poetry  in  com- 
mon things.  How  well  he  excels  in  this  is  revealed  in  his  winter 
idyl  which  he  dedicates  to  the  memory  of  the  household  it 
describes.  Whittier's  kindly  feeling  toward  and  sympathy  for 
each  member  of  the  house  he  mentions  is  one  of  the  striking  fea- 
tures of  this  poem. 

"Snow-Bound"  possesses  several  attributes  that  almost  never 
fail  to  place  a  production  among  the  highest;  namely, — ^the  de- 
scribing of  homelif e ;  the  handling  of  an  element  of  nature ;  sim- 
plicity, beauty,  and  strength  of  thought  and  expression. 

The  soundness  of  the  pedagogical  method  used  might  possibly 
be  questioned,  but  it  is  a  capable  teacher  who  leaves  her  class 
with  just  enough  subject  matter  unexplained  or  undeveloped  to 
arouse  in  their  minds  a  desire  to  reread  this  fine  poem 
when  they  are  older.  If  maturer  minds  discover  new  beauties  in 
"Snow-Bound"  after  several  readings  we  cannot  expect  young 
minds  to  grasp  the  poem  in  its  entirety  after  their  initial  study 
of  it  The  highest  test  of  good  teaching  is  judged  by  the  good 
results  obtained,  and  the  best  results  in  teaching  "Snow-Bound" 
are  the  development  of  the  child's  power  of  thought  and  the  giving 
to  him  a  taste  for  good  literature. 

The  quotations  suggested  for  memorizing  seem  to  be  favorites 
of  most  of  the  admirers  of  Whittier,  and  it  ought  to  be  urged  upon 
each  member  of  the  class  to  select  one  of  them  and  repeat  it  imtil 
he  knows  it. 

QUESTIONS    ON    PBEFAOE. 

What  is  meant  by  a  winter  idyl  ?     Where  did  Whittier  get 

the  prose  quotation  that  precedes  this  poem  ?    Who  was  Cornelius 

•  Agrippa  ?    Have  you  read  Emerson's  "The  Snow-Storm"  ?    Why 

is  the  quotation  from  Emerson's  poetry  a  fitting  preface  to  "Snow- 

Bound"  ?    To  what  is  this  poem  dedicated  ? 

INTBODTIOTOEY  QUESTIONS. 

In  what  month  does  the  first  snow  storm  usually  occur  ?  What 
is  meant  by  "brief  December  Day"  ?    Which  is  the  shortest  day 
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of  the  year  ?  How  did  the  sun  rise  ?  How  did  it  set  ?  What  told 
of  the  coming  snow  storm?  What  is  meant  by  homespun 
stuff?  What  wind  usually  brings  a  snowstorm?  In  what 
direction  did  the  wind  blow?  What  sound  could  be  heard! 
What  were  some  of  the  nightly  chores  ?  What  is  meant  by  ^Tit^ 
tering  the  stalls"  ?  What  did  they  feed  the  cows  ?  The  horses  ? 
What  is  a  stanchion  ?  What  were  the  walnut  bows  ?  Why  does 
it  speak  of  the  early  perch  of  the  cock?  What  was  the  crested 
helmet  ?  What  is  meant  by  the  querulous  challenge  ?  What  time 
did  it  begin  to  snow  ?  Meaning  of  hoary  ?  How  did  the  outdoor 
objects  look  by  early  bedtime?  What  did  the  clothes  line  posts 
resemble?  How  long  did  it  snow?  Meaning  of  tiny  spherule? 
Nature's  geometric  signs  ?  Define  pellicle.  What  was  the  hoary 
meteor?  What  is  the  shape  of  a  snowflake.  How  did  the  woirld 
look  the  second  morning  ?  Why  did  they  say  there  was  no  cloud 
above,  or  earth  below?  What  did  they  see  in  place  of  familiar 
sights?  What  did  the  corn-crib  resemble?  Could  they  see  the 
road  ?  What  did  the  bridle-post  appear  to  be  ?  Can  you  tell  what 
a  Chinese  roof  is  like  ?  Do  you  know  about  Pisa's  leaning  mir- 
acle? What  kind  of  a  man  was  the  father?  What  did  he  say 
in  the  morning?  Do  you  think  the  boys  understood  what  he 
meant  ?  Were  they  pleased  ?  What  are  buskins  ?  Were  the  drifts 
very  deep?  How  did  they  make  a  path  through  the  deepest 
drifts  ?  Did  you  ever  read  of  Aladdin's  cave  and  his  lamp  ?  What 
did  they  do  when  they  reached  the  bam  ?  Do  you  think  the  ani- 
mals were  glad  to  see  them  ?  Meaning  of  homed  patriarch  ?  Who 
was  Amun  ?  Did  the  snow  drift  during  the  day  ?  Was  the  church 
bell  hieard?  Were  there  any  signs  of  life  outside?  Could  they 
hear  the  accustomed  music  of  the  brooklet  ?  When  evening  came 
what  did  they  do?  Meaning  of  crane  and  pendant  trammels? 
Andirons?  Would  you  enjoy  spending  a  winter  evening  before 
such  a  fireplace  ?  What  rhyme  did  they  recall  ?  What  effect  did 
the  full  moon  have  on  outdoor  objects  the  second  night?  Was 
it  a  contented  household  that  night  ?  What  animals  are  mentioned 
that  enjoy  the  firelight?  Meaning  of  silhouette?  Define  cou- 
chant  What  were  on  the  hearth?  What  were  in  the  basket? 
Why  are  lines  176-82  worth  memorizing?  Who  of  this  circle 
remained  yet  alive  when  the  author  wrote  the  poem  ?  Would  lines 
200-11  be  good  quotations?    How  did  they  spend  this  evening? 
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Why  was  Btoiy-telling  resorted  to  rather  than  reading!     Who 
was  Dame  Warren? 


THB  FATHEB. 

Whom  do  you  think  they  would  look  to  for  the  first  tale  ?  Where 
had  their  father  lived  when  a  young  man  ?  Where  is  Memphre- 
magog?  What  is  a  moose  and  samp?  Tell  of  several  things  he 
enjoyed  as  a  young  man.  Where  is  St  Francois?  Salisbury? 
Did  he  help  with  the  harvesting?  Did  he  fish,  and  what  fish 
did  they  oateh?  Had  he  experiences  living  near  the  shore? 
Where  is  Boar's  Head  ?  Isles  of  Shoals  ?  Meaning  of  hake-broil 
and  chowder  ?  Define  gundalow.  Do  you  think  the  children  ^en- 
joyed their  father's  recital  of  his  Canadian  life?  Do  you  think 
all  boys  like  to  know  how  their  fathers  lived,  worked  and  played 
when  young? 

THE  MOTHEE. 

How  did  their  mother  occupy  herself  while  relating  her  story  ? 
What  is  Cochecho  town  now  ?  How  did  one  of  her  ancestors  nar- 
rowly escape  with  his  life  ?  What  kind  of  poetry  did  they  have  in 
her  early  days  ?  Did  her  recalling  the  old  times  make  an  impres- 
sion on  her  listeners  ?  What  did  "the  gray  wizard's  conjuring  book" 
contain  ?  How  famous  was  it  ?  Where  is  the  Piscataqua  ?  What 
memories  of  her  happy  outdoor  life  did  she  recall  ?  What  thought 
changed  the  expression  on  her  face  ?  Have  you  read  of  William 
Sewell?  Was  he  well-liked?  What  do  you  know  of  Thomas 
Chalkley  ?  Was  he  a  large  man  ?  Narrate  the  incident  of  where 
he  offered  himself  as  food  when  the  provisions  were  low.  What 
is  a  school  of  porpoise  ?  Where  did  this  incident  happen  t  How 
was  the  crew  saved  ?    How  was  Abraham's  child  saved  ? 

I'HE  UNCLE. 

Was  the  uncle  an  educated  man?  Did  he  know  much  about 
books?  With  what  kind  of  knowledge  was  he  familiar?  Who 
had  been  his  teachers?  How  could  he  tell  about  the  weather? 
What  do  we  mean  by  saying  he  held  the  keys  to  all  the  woodcraft 
mysteries?  Why  did  he  understand  the  meanings  of  nature's 
voices?    What  character  in  mythology  did  he  resemble?    What 
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kind  of  man  do  you  think  he  was?  Did  he  know  much  about 
the  outside  world?  What  were  some  of  the  pleasures  he  told 
about?  What  did  he  shoot?  What  kind  of  eggs  did  he  find! 
What  caused  his  listeners  to  forget  about  the  outside  cold  and  wind  ? 
Do  you  think  the  uncle  was  a  good  story-teller?  What  season 
did  the  stories  recall  ?  What  is  a  mink  ?  What  did  the  mink  do  t 
Where  was  the  woodchuck  ?  What  do  you  understand  by  a  hermit  t 
What  was  the  muskrat  doing?  Did  you  ever  see  a  muskrafs 
house  ?  Of  what  is  it  made  ?  Where  was  the  squirrel  and  what 
was  it  doing? 

THE  AUNT. 

Whom  next  does  the  author  recall?  In  what  manner  does  he 
speak  of  her  ?  How  does  he  remember  her*?  Had  she  ever  mar- 
ried ?  What  does  she  say  of  her  girlhood  ?  Had  she  ever  a  ro- 
^  mance  ?  Was  she  a  useful  woman  ?  What  characteristics  had  she 
that  kept  her  yoimg  ?  Did  they  love  and  respect  her  ?  Do  most 
families  enjoy  having  such  a  person  with  them  ?  Was  she  happy 
and  contented?  Do  some  people  scorn  the  unmarried  woman? 
What  does  Whittier  say  to  such  people? 

BIBTEB  MABY. 

How  many  sisters  had  Whittier  ?  Do  you  know  their  names ! 
What  was  Mary  doing  ?  Was  she  the  kind  of  girl  most  boys  like  for 
a  sister  ?  Give  reasons  for  your  answer.  What  of  her  disposition  ? 
Was  she  kind  ?  Do  you  think  she  was  a  favorite  with  her  friends  ! 
Was  she  living  at  the  time  of  the  writing  of  "Snow-Bound"  ?  How 
did  her  friends  express  themselves  when  she  was  buried! 

SISTEE  ELIZABETH. 

Who  was  the  youngest  in  the  family?  Where  was  she  sitting? 
What  is  a  motley-braided  rug?  Who  do  you  think  made  it! 
Describe  Elizabeth.  How  long  had  she  been  dead  when  her  brother 
wrote  this  poem?  From  the  statements  made  what  do  you  judge 
of  their  friendship  ?  How  do  you  know  they  enjoyed  strolls  to- 
gether? Why  did  the  familiar  things  look  less  bri^t  after  she 
died?  Give  the  beautiful  eulogy  he  pays  her  memory.  What  is 
meant  by  ^life's  late  afternoon"  ?    "Sunset  gates  unbar"  !  What 
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two  poems  did  he  dedicate  to  her?  Do  you  know  of  any  poems 
she  wrote?  Where  does  he  expect  to  meet  her?  Had  his  sisters 
exerted  a  good  influence  over  him?  What  makes  you  think  he 
was  always  kind  to  them  ? 

THE  DISTBIOT  BOHOOL  MASTEB. 

Why  is  the  first  Hue  so  explanatory  of  what  follows  ?  Had  he 
a  certain  place  to  sit  at  the  fire  ?  Do  you  judge  his  age  ?  Had  he 
a  beard?  Mention  several  things  he  did.  Why  did  he  speak 
of  "Dartmouth"  College?  Where  had  he  been  bom?  What 
makes  you  think  his  folks  were  poor?  What  else  had  he  done 
besides  teaching  ?  Why  was  he  a  welcome  visitor  at  many  homes  ? 
Was  he  considered  a  classical  scholar?  Where  is  Pindus  Moun- 
tain? What  of  the  Araxes  Kiver?  Do  you  imderstand  the  ref- 
erence made  to  Olympus  ?  Would  you  consider  the  school  master  a 
good  teacher  ?  Why  ?  What  were  his  ideas  of  slavery  ?  What  makes 
you  think  Whittier  liked  him  ? 

THE    GUEST. 

Who  was  "the  not  unf eared,  half-welcome  guest?"  In  what 
respects  does  she  differ  from  the  other  women  mentioned  ?  Was 
she  critical?  Had  she  a  quick  temper?  Was  she  re- 
ligious? Who  was  Petruchio's  Kate?  Siena's  saint?  Why 
are  comparisons  made?  Had  she  travelled  much?  Why 
had  she  gone  to  the  Eastern  Countries?  Where  is  Smyrna? 
Malta  ?  Jerusalenji  ?  Who  was  "the  crazy  Queen  of  Lebanon"  ? 
What  do  you  think  of  the  guest  ?  Did  her  education  and  religion 
soften  the  hard  realities  of  life?  Was  she  a  practical  woman? 
Did  Whittier  sympathize  with  her  wild,  enthusiastic  fancies? 
How  did  he  judge  her  impulsive  outbursts?  In  what  manner 
did  she  think  the  Lord  would  come  again  to  earth  ?  Give  mean- 
ing of  "threads  the  fatal  sisters  spun."  Ancestral  years.  Did 
Whittier  treat  her  respectfully  ?  What  reasons  does  he  give  for 
her  peculiar  personality?  Why  is  it  best  to  see  the  good  char- 
acteristics of  people,  and  not  to  notice  their  weaknesses?  Why 
do  you  think  the  author  was  justified  in  calling  Mrs.  Harriet 
Livermore  "a  not  unfeared,  half-welcome  guest"  ? 
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THB  BJfDlNO. 

What  time  did  they  go  to  bed?  What  did  the  unde  do?  What 
did  the  mother  do  when  her  work  was  laid  aside?  Did  they 
sleep  well  that  night  ?  What  awakened  them  next  morning  ?  What 
did  they  see  ?  Were  the  teamsters  cheerful  about  their  work  ?  Do 
you  know  "Nature's  subtlest  law''  ?^  What  pictures  did  the  young 
men  see?  Meaning  of  "the  charm  which  Eden  never  lost"? 
Who  paused  at  their  door?  What  did  he  say?  Do  you 
think  the  mother  went?  Give  the  author's  idea  of  a  true 
Christian.  Why  would  you  wish  to  remember  lines  670-4? 
How  tong  was  it  before  they  heard  from  the  outside  world? 
Give  the  reading  material  they  had  reread.  What  book 
was  hidden  ?  What  do  you  know  of  Thomas  EUwood's  writings  ? 
What  did  the  village  paper  contain?  Meaning  of  panoramic? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  the  reference  to  the  Creeks  ?  McGregor  ? 
Taygetos?  Yipsilanti?  What  do  you  suppose  was  in  the  Muse 
comer?  Does  this  newspaper  compare  favorably  with  our  week- 
lies? What  book  does  the  author  tell  the  angel  to  close?  Give 
meaning  of  palimpsest  Monographs.  Do  you  think  he  enjoyed 
recalling  these  things?  Why  would  lines  734-39  be  appropriate 
for  memorizing  ?  What  is  meant  by  "Truce  of  God"  ?  Why  are 
!Flemish  pictures  spoken  of  in  reference  to  old  days?  Can  yon 
describe  the  attitude  of  the  traveller  in  the  last  lines  ? 

OONVEBSATION    LESSON    APTEB    OOMPLETSD    POEM. 

Why  could  Whittier  write  such  a  vivid  accoimt  of  a  snow- 
storm ?  Tell  the  story  using  your  own  words.  Which  parts  did 
you  enjoy  most  ?  Give  a  character  sketch  of  each  member  of  the 
household  mentioned?  Name  several  characteristics  of  Whit- 
tier's  that  are  revealed  in  this  poem.  Can  you  generally  judge  cor- 
rectly a  man's  character  by  his  treatment  of  his  mother  and  sisters  ? 
How  many  attributes  has  this  poem  that  make  it  the  best  of  its 
kind  ?  Is  there  one  particular  idea  given  that  you  especially  like  ? 
Have  you  read  anything  else  of  Whittier's  aside  from  the  study  of 
"Snow-Bound".  Why  is  it  a  good  idea  to  study  the  life  of  an 
author?  Explain  why  Whittier  displays  a  wonderful  knowledge 
of  human  nature?  Does  he  show  much  sympathy  and  lenien(7 
toward    the    frailties  of  the  human    race?     Does  he    recognise 
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strength  in  character!  What  do  you  mean  bj  a  broad-minded 
person  t  In  what  respect  can  we  call  a  poet  an  artist  the  same 
as  a  painter  of  famous  pictures  or  as  a  composer  of  fine  music? 

QUOTATIONS. 

Lines 

175    What  matter  how  the  night  behaved  ? 

What  matter  how  the  north-wind  raved! 

Blow  high,  blow  low^  not  all  its  snow 

Could  quench  our  hearth-fire's  ruddy  glow. 

O  Time  and  Change! — ^with  hair  as  gray 
As  was  my  sire's  that  winter  day. 
How  strange  it  seems,  with  so  much  gone 
182    Of  life  and  love,  to  still  live  on! 

200    Yet  Love  will  dream,  and  Faith  will  trust, 
(Since  He  who  knows  our  need  is  ju#t,) 
That  somehow,  somewhere,  meet  we  must 

Alas  for  him  who  never  sees, 
The  stars  shine  through  his  cypress-trees  I 
Who,  hopeless,  lays  his  dead  away. 
Nor  looks  to  see  ^e  breaking  day 
Across  the  mournful  marbles  play! 
Who  hath  not  learned,  in  hours  of  faith, 
The  truth  to  fiesh  and  sense  unknown. 
That  Life  is  ever  lord  of  Death, 
211    And  Love  can  never  lose  its  own  I 

422    And  yet,  dear  heart  1  remembering  thee, 

Am  I  not  richer  than  of  old  ? 
Safe  in  thy  immortality. 

What  change  can  reach  the  wealth  I  hold! 

What  chance  can  mar  the  pearl  and  gold 
427    Thy  love  hath  left  in  trust  with  me ! 
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670    All  hearts  confess  the  saints  elect 

Who^  twain  in  faith,  in  love  agree^ 
And  melt  not  in  an  acid  sect 

678         The  Christian  pearl  of  charity, 

785    I  hear  again  the  voice  that  bids 

The  dreamer  leave  his  dream  midway 
For  larger  hopes  and  graver  fears: 
Life  greatens  in  these  later  years, 

789    The  century's  aloe  flowers  today  1 
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Vocational  Education  for  Girls 

Edith  M.  Tuttle,  Washington  Ibving  High  Sohool, 
New  York. 

HOULD  girls  be  given  such  an  education  in  the 
public  schools  as  will  enable  them  to  earn  their 
living? 

The  question  suggests  to  mj  mind  two  pictures. 
One  is  the  wood-cut  which  ornaments  the  diploma 
which  my  grandmother  earned  as  a  student  in  a 
"select  female  seminary."  It  represents  a  group 
of  meek  girls  in  poke  bonnets  and  very  wide  skirts 
walking  aimlessly  about  in  a  grove  of  stiff-looking  trees.  Back 
of  the  trees  is  a  two-story  frame  building  where  my  grandmother 
and  other  "select  young  ladies"  learned  geometry,  Latin,  dancing, 
embroidery  and  polite  letter  writing.  The  other  picture  is  the 
auditorimm  of  a  present  day  girls'  high  school  in  New  York  City. 
Two  girls  are  on  the  platform,  one  taking  minutes,  the  other  con- 
ducting a  girls'  assembly  in  parliamentary  fashion.  Through 
the  open  doors  at  the  back  of  the  assembly  room  I  catch  glimpses 
of  classrooms  where  girls  are  at  work  learning  dressmaking, 
millinery,  book-binding,  stenography,  and  designing. 

What  has  caused  this  divergence  in  the  education  of  girls  of 
today  from  the  education  of  girls  of  three  generations  ago  ?  Let 
the  statistics  of  women  wage-earners  answer.  William  Hard 
and  Bheta  Childe  Dorr,  in  an  article  called  "The  Woman's  Li- 
vasion",  published  in  Everybody's  Magazine  for  December,  1908, 
say  that  in  1880  there  were  in  the  United  States  2,353,988 
women  wgge-eamers.  If  the  number  had  increased  in  proportion 
to  the  population,  without  any  increase  in  ratio,  there  would  in 
1900  have  been  3,757,689  women  wage-earners.  But  in  1900 
there  were  actually  4,833,630,  an  increase  over  the  normal  num- 
ber due  to  increase  in  population  of  over  one  million  wage-earners 
in  twenty  years.  In  1890,  17%  of  the  total  female  population 
of  the  United  States,  were  in  gainful  occupations;  in  1900, 
18.8%.    This  means  that  about  one-fifth  of  the  girls  and  women 
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in  the  United  States  work  for  wages;  but  it  does  not  mean  that 
the  other  four-fifths  have  never  been  or  never  will  be  wage- 
earners.  A  recent  report  of  the  Illinois  Bureau  of  Labor  Sta- 
tistics shows  that  the  average  period  of  employment  for  factory 
women  in  Chicago  is  seven  years.  The  average  period  in  other 
cities  is  approximately  the  same. 

This  tide  of  women  toward  wage-earning  occupations  has  been 
accompanied  by  the  growth  of  vocational  schools  for  girls.  Is  it 
any  wonder  that  those  who  believe  that  no  school  is  good  for  a 
girl  except  such  as  teaches  her  according  to  the  old  ideals  of  the 
^'female  seminary",  see  in  vocational  schools  a  menace;  and  that 
those  who  believe  that  no  school  is  good  for  a  girl  except  such  as 
prepares  her  to  meet  the  conditions  of  life  as  it  is  in  the  twen- 
tieth century,  see  in  vocational  schools  not  disaster  to  woman- 
hood, but  salvation? 

The  problem  of  woman's  work  is  sometimes  discussed  as  if  it 
had  sprung  out  of  the  ground  in  the  last  generation..  But  ages 
ago  women  did  manufacturing  and  similar  work  in  their  own 
homes.  The  Hebrew  ideal  of  a  "virtuous  woman"  includes  such 
work: 

"She  seeketh  wool  and  flax,  and  worketh  willingly  with  her 
hands. 

"She  'considereth  a  field,  and  buyeth  it ;  with  the  fruit  of  her 
hands  she  planteth  a  vineyard. 

"She  layeth  her  hands  to  the  spindle,  and  her  hands  hold  the 
distaff. 

"She  maketh  fine  linen,  and  selleth  it;  and  delivereth  girdles 
unto  the  merchant" 

According  to  the  ancient  record,  the  honored  Hebrew  matron 
was  a  manufacturer,  a  planter,  a  merchant  The  duties  of  women 
in  our  own  country  a  hundred  years  ago  were  very  similar.  Un- 
til recent  times  women  spun  and  wove  and  made  the  household 
supplies  of  clothing,  soap,  candles,  cheese,  and  other  things.  About 
a  hundred  years  ago  the  invention  of  the  power-loom  began  to 
change  the  location  of  the  work  of  many  women.  In  the  garment 
factories  of  Boston  in  1831,  out  of  1700  employees,  more  than 
1800  were  women.  The  history  of  women  in  factory  work  is 
the  history,  not  so  much  of  new  work  for  women,  as  of  the  trans- 
ferrence  of  women's  work  from  their  homes  to  factories.  Every 
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time  something  is  done  in  factories  which  has  previously  been 
done  at  home  there  is  a  new  squad  of  factory  women.  Following 
the  migration  of  women  to  factories,  came  their  entrance  in  in- 
creasing numbers  into  stores  as  sales-women  and  into  offices  as 
stenographers,  bookkeepers  and  clerks.  At  the  same  .ti,me  they 
have  quietly  thrown  down  the  barrier  which  once  shut  them  up, 
as  teachers,  to  the  instruction  of  very  young  children,  and  have 
taken  every  sort  of  position  connected  with  teaching.  They  have 
entered,  though  in  fewer  numbers,  every  other  profession.  Mr. 
Hard  and  Mrs.  Dorr,  in  the  article  already  quoted,  say: 

"Anybody  who  tries  to  stop  an  automatic  industrial  movement 
of  this  kind  by  preaching  at  it  would  have  made  an  able  prime 
minister  for  King  Canute  on  the  day  he  ordered  back  the  sea. 
Economic  causes,  uncontrollable  by  sermons,  are  forcing  women 
into  industry.  We  shall  have  more  women,  instead  of  fewer,  at 
work  in  the  future." 

Many  of  the  vocational  schools  for  girls  which  have  been  estab- 
lished as  the  '^woman's  invasion"  has  advanced  are  imder  private 
management.  Such  are  the  numerous  commercial  schools,  the 
classes  of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Associations  in  many 
cities,  the  Trade  School  of  Working  Girls'  Clubs  and  the  Hebrew 
Technical  School  in  New  York  City,  the  Simmons  College  in 
Boston,  and  the  Industrial  Art  School  at  Hull  House,  Chicago. 
Others  are  public  schools.  Boston  has  two  such  schools.  The 
Boston  Trade  School  for  Girls  is  planned  for  girls  who  have 
graduated  from  grammar  school  and  can  afford  only  one  more 
school  year.  In  that  year  the  girls  learn  a  trade  sudi  as  millin- 
ery, dressmaking  or  book-binding.  The  Manual  High  School  in 
Boston  combines,  in  its  longer  courses,  instruction  in  a  trade  with 
the  usual  studies  of  a  high  school  course.  The  Washington 
Irving  High  School  in  New  York  City  gives,  in  its  three  year 
courses,  instruction  in  a  trade  or  in  commercial  work,  combined 
with  cultural  work  in  English  and  in  modem  languages.  The 
fact  that  the  enrollment  at  this  school  increased  in  ten  years 
from  800  to  6,000,  speaks  for  the  popularity  of  this  sort  of  edu- 
cation. On  October  27,  1909,  the  Board  of  Education  of  New 
York  City  appropriated  $10,000  for  a  technical  high  school  for 
girls  in  Brooklyn.  In  September,  1910,  the  Manhattan  Trade 
School  for  Girls,  previously  run  as  a  private  philanthropy,  be- 
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came  a  part  of  the  school  system  of  ISqw  York  Oity.  In  this 
school  girls  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  years  of  age  are  taught  such 
trades  as  dressmaking^  hat  making  and  stencil  cutting.  The 
girls  use  the  materials  actually  supplied  to  the  trades ;  the  ma- 
chines used  in  electric  operating  are  those  used  in  modem  fac- 
tories ;  the  output  of  the  girls'  work  is  sold.  During  ahout  three 
months  the  sale  of  pupils'  work  has  netted  $2,000,  which  more 
than  covers  the  cost  of  materials. 

Education,  according  to  Professor  Paul  H.  Hanus  of  Har- 
vard, is  ''that  training  which  has  as  its  aim  preparation  for  com- 
plete living."  Training  girls  to  earn  their  living  is  far  from 
preparing  them  for  complete  living;  but  complete  living 
is  scarcely  to  be  attained  by  those  who  lack  the  means  to  live  at 
all.  Vocational  studies  can  be  and  are  combined  with  cultural 
studies  in  the  technical  courses  of  high  schools.  Girls  who  cut 
out  shirt  waists  or  click  typewriters  at  one  hour,  read  ''Joan  of 
Arc"  or  "Wilhelm  Tell"  the  next  Most  vocational  training  is  to 
some  degree  cultural.  A  girl  cannot  learn  to  make  a  Peter  Pan 
dress  without  having  her  taste  cultivated;  neither  can  she  learn 
how  to  set  a  table,  much  less  to  design  patterns  for  collars,  or  wall 
paper,  or  book  covers,  without  the  exercise  and  the  culture  of 
artistic  standards.  Vocational  training  is,  further,  to  a  high  degree 
disciplinary.  No  girl  can  learn  to  write  a  page  on  the  typewriter, 
or  to  make  a  loaf  of  bread,  or  a  braid  hat,  or  a  shirt  waist,  with- 
out getting  training  in  accuracy,  concentrated  attention,  and  the 
co-ordination  of  mind  and  hand. 

Vocational  education  for  girls  recognizes  the  modem  tendency 
of  women  to  become  wage-earners.  It  is  so  closely  connected  with 
wage-earning  by  women  that  it  is  impossible  to  think  about  the 
first  of  these  questions  except  in  relation  to  the  second.  The 
vocational  education  of  girls  does  not  aim  to  check  the  tendency 
of  girls  to  become  wage-earners;  it  aims  to  direct  this  tendency; 
it  even,  in  some  cases,  tends  to  induce  girls  to  become  wage- 
earners.  It  is  readily  admitted  by  everyone  that  home  life,  un- 
der right  conditions,  is  best  for  women.  It  is  also  admitted  that 
vocational  training  for  girls  is  not  a  cure  for  all  the  ills  of  the 
human  race.  This  alone  will  not  cure  fundamental  defects  of 
character  in  the  individual,  nor  change  fundamentally  false  ideals 
in  any  class  or  nation  of  people. 
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The  juatification  for  vocational  education  of  girls  who  must 
inevitably  become  wage-earners  is  found  in  the  benefits  of  such 
education  to  these  girls.  The  right  of  these  girls  to  a  chance 
at  "complete  living^'  is  boimd  up  with  the  idea  of  democracy.  In 
making  our  systems  of  education,  we  cannot  disregard  them,  un- 
less we  retreat  to  the  comfortable  old  platform  which  looks  doAvn 
upon  the  "lower  classes"  as  people  bound  forever  to  a  condition 
of  slavery  or  serfdom.  But  we  have  long  since,  in  theory  at 
least,  abandoned  that  platform,  and  it  is  too  rotten  with  age  and 
disuse  to  be  a  safe  place  of  retreat  now.  How  much  chance 
women  have  for  complete  living  at  unskilled  work  is  shown  by  an 
Ohio  report  for  1901.  This  report  states  that,  on  the  average 
each,  per  week,  6,920  women,  in  the  three  largest  cities  of  Ohio, 
earned  $4.83,  worked  57%  hours,  paid  $2.44  for  board  and 
lodging,  and  saved  fourteen  cents.  The  number  depending  on 
these  women  for  support  was  1,606.  How  complete  can  a  wo- 
man's life  be  on  $4.83  a  week?  There  are  people  who  will  an- 
swer, as  complete  as  her  capacities  admit.  But  those  who  know 
the  unskilled  working  woman  do  not  give  this  answer.  Miss 
Marie  Van  Vorst  says  in  her  book,  "The  Woman  Who  Toils", 
that  she  found  among  the  girls  in  the  southern  cotton  mills,  "the 
ambition,  the  eagerness,  all  the  qualities  we  are  so  willing  to  deny 
to  the  slaves  of  toil."  In  the  same  book  Miss  Van  Vorst  teUs 
about  a  girl  of  twenty  who  had  worked  in  the  mill  for  twelve 
years,  and  who  yet  was  intelligent  and  refined.  Miss  Van  Vorst 
adds  in  comment: 

"If  this  means  that  there  is  something  inherent  in  a  woman 
that  will  carry  her  past  suicide  and  past  idiocy  and  degradation, 
all  of  which  are  around  her,  I  think  it  argues  well  for  the  work- 
ing woman." 

Vocational  education  gives  to  poor  girls,  first  of  all,  an  en- 
largement of  mental  horizon,  for  it  encourages  them  to  stay 
longer  in  school.  The  records  of  the  Hebrew  Technical  School, 
of  the  Washington  Irving  High  School,  and  of  other  similar 
schools,  show  that  many  girls  attend  these  schools  who  would 
otherwise  be  at  work.  The  girls  and  their  parents  are  willing  to 
make  sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  the  one  or  two  or  even  three  years 
of  education  that  will  fit  a  girl  to  earn  her  living,  when  they 
would  by  no  means  think  it  worth  while  to  struggle  for  a  like 
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amount  of  general  training;  and  while  the  girl  is  getting  her  vo- 
cational training^  she  cannot  help  getting  the  culture  that  comes 
from  association  with  other  girls  in  a  school  community,  even  if 
she  does  not,  as  in  most  cases  she  does,  study  some  one  or  more 
subjects  that  are  purely  cultural.  The  second  benefit  to  girls  of 
this  class  is  that  the  added  years  of  school  life  give  them  a  chance 
for  fresh  air  and  freedom  which  a  factory  or  shop  life,  begun  at 
fourteen,  does  not  give. 

The  liird  benefit  is  that  girls  who  can  do  skilled  work  earn 
higher  wages.  The  girl  who  begins  work  at  sixteen  as  a  trained 
dressmaker  can  earn  easily  three  times  as  much  as  the  girl  who 
begins  at  fourteen  sewing  up  sleeves  in  a  factory.  The  girl  who 
begins  work  as  a  bookkeeper  or  stenogropher  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen or  seventeen  is  again  easily  worth  three  times  as  much  as 
she  would  have  been  worth  if  she  had  begun  at  fourteen  as  an 
envelope  addresser.  Not  only  is  skilled  work  worth  higher  wages^ 
but  skilled  workers  have  the  self-confidence  which  demands  hi^er 
wages.  Mr.  (Jeorge  L.  Bolen,  in  his  book,  "Getting  a  Living," 
says  that  boys  trained  as  masons'  apprentices  in  the  public  schools 
of  Chicago  "demand  the  largest  pay  in  reach.''  The  influence 
of  custom  has  too  often  led  women  to  take  contentedly  whatever 
employers  offered.  Professor  Smart  says  that  the  Prudential 
Company  of  England,  in  1891,  had  243  bookkeepers  who  did 
their  work  better  than  men,  at  about  half  men's  pay.  Mr.  Hard 
•  and  Mrs.  Dorr,  in  "The  Woman's  Invasion",  published  in  Every- 
body's Magazine  for  January,  1909,  cite  as  an  instance  of  suc- 
cessful demand  by  skilled  workers,  the  increased  wages  secured 
by  the  glove  workers  of  Chicago,  under  the  leadership  of  Miss 
Agnes  Nestor.  Mr.  Bolen,  on  page  479  of  "(letting  a  Living," 
shows  what  may  be  called  the  psychical  effect  of  skilled  work  upon 
wages.    He  says: 

"Women's  wages  in  British  cotton,  woolen  and  hoisery  trades 
rose  42%  betweelr-1860  and  1890, while  in  the  trades  not  union- 
ized and  less  skilled,  the  wages  of  women  fell,  remained  station- 
ary, or  rose  but  little.  Women  are  now  less  afraid.  Unions 
<somposed  of  women  alone  have  been  formed  in  Chicago  with  a 
membership  reaching  20,000.  Nearly  every  one  of  them  has 
raised  wages  10%  to  20%,  besides  shortening  the  day  in  some 
<3a8es  and  improving  conditions." 
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These  instances  of  higher  wages  following  the  demands  of 
skilled  workers  are  not  traceable  to  the  influence  of  vocational 
tr.aining,  but  it  does  not  matter,  in  the  regulation  of  wages,  how 
skilled  workers  attain  their  skilL  The  fact  is  that  the  possession 
of  skill  makes  women  not  only  worth  more  wages,  but  it  makes 
them  effective  in  getting  more  wages.  The  more  vocational 
^schools  train  girls  in  skilled  work,  the  more  they  raise  the  wages 
-of  women  workers. 

If  poor  girls  are  given  vocational  training,  the  number  of  un- 
skilled ^rkers  will  of  course  be  decreased.  And  this  will  not 
l)e  a  calamity,  but  a  benefit  It  will  be  a  benefit,  first,  to  unskilled 
women  workers.  When  they  are  relieved  from  abnormal  competi- 
tion, their  value  rises,  because  of  the  scarcity  of  their  work;  and 
when  they  see  that  skilled  workers  are,  as  Mr.  Bolen  says,  "less 
afraid'',  they  also  are  less  fearful  to  ask  more  than  a  bare  sub- 
-sistence  for  their  work.  Under  the  influence  of  this  lack  of 
fear,  even  the  scrub  women  of  Chicago  secured  a  rate  of  18  cents 
per  hour  and  an  eight  hour  day. 

Second,  unskilled  work  at  imjust  terms  should  be  abolished, 
not  only  for  the  good  of  those  who  now  do  such  work,  but  for  the 
.good  of  those  for  whom  it  is  done.  Serfdom  is  as  much  a  curse  to 
those  who  fatten  on  it  as  to  those  who  grow  lean  on  it  Much 
work  that  was  once  done  by  unskilled  women  workers  is  now  done 
by  machinery.  The  vacuum  cleaner,  for  instance,  can  do  the 
work  of  an  army  of  women  servants,  and  do  it  better,  just  as  a 
derrick  can  lift  stones  that  once  were  heaved  up  by  the  muscles 
•of  a  host  of  slaves.  When  machines  are  needed  to  take  the  places 
of  unskilled  women  workers,  human  ingenuity  can  devise  them. 
It  is  because  women  have  been  content  to  plod  on  stupidly  under 
iheir  heavy  burdens,  that  the  burden  of  manual  toil  has  not  been 
lightened  for  them  by  machinery  to  the  same  extent  as  it  has 
l)een  for  men.  There  always  will  be  work  that  machines  cannot 
do.  Machines  can  wash  clothes,  but  they  can't  hang  them  on  the 
line ;  they  can  wash  dishes,  but  they  can't  pile  them  up  ready  for 
washing;  they  can  sew  seams,  but  they  can't  fit  garments  to 
3>eople.  If  there  are  not  enough  imskilled  women  to  do  the  neces- 
sary work,  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  idle  women  to  do  their 
.share  of  it  I  know  a  trained  nurse  who  helped  to  cure  a  rich 
idle  woman  of  hysteria  by  getting  her  to  hang  out  the  wash.    I 
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have  known  more  than  one  woman  who  wasted  hours  complaining 
about  her  servants  or  her  boarding  place  who  would  have  been 
benefited^  physically  and  mentally^  by  doing  a  reasonable  amount 
of  house  work. 

Third,  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  unskilled  women  workers 
is  desirable,  because  such  workers  are  now  too  numerous.  The 
need  among  servants,  who  are,  rightly  or  wrongly,  looked  upon 
by  women  workers  as  the  lowest  class  of  wage-earners,  is  not 
for  unskilled  workers,  but  for  workers  with  as  high  a  degree  as 
possible  of  manual  skill.  The  servant  problem,  so  far  as  it  is 
not  due  to  the  lack  of  skill  of  the  women  called  by  John  Kendrick 
Bangs  '^imitation  mistresses,"  is  due  to  the  lack- of  skill  in  ser- 
vants. In  this  occupation,  as  in  every  other  by  which  women  earn 
wages,  the  demand  is  for  dexterity  and  skill. 

VOCATIONAL   BDUOATION   FOB   OIBLS. 

Many  of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  vocational  education  for  girls 
who  inevitably  become  wage-earners  apply  with  equal  force  to 
girls  of  moderate  means.  The  records  of  vocational  schools  show 
that  many  of  these  girls  are  held  in  school  by  vocational  courses^ 
This  sort  of  education  is  valued  by  the  girls  and  by  their  parents,, 
because  it  insures  them  a  living  in  case  their  circumstances, 
change,  and  enables  them  to  earn  higher  wages  than  would  be- 
possible  for  them  without  such  training.  Many  girls  of  moderate 
means,  also,  have  the  immediate  need  of  earning  money.  In 
many  families  the  father  can  provide  for  a  girl  till  she  is  six- 
teen or  seventeen,  but  beyond  that  age,  if  she  wishes  advantages 
for  herself,  or  desires  them  for  younger  brothers  or  sisters  or 
other  relatives,  she  must  earn  them.  It  has  happened  often  in 
my  teaching  experience,  when  I  have  tried  to  divert  a  bright 
girl  of  fifteen,  who  apparently  was  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
from  a  technical  to  the  four-year  academic  course,  that  I  have 
received  some  such  explanation  as  this :  ^^I  know  the  longer  course 
would  be  better  if  I  could  afford  it,  but  you  see  my  father  can't 
afford  to  keep  me  more  than  two  years  longer  in  schooL  There 
are  two  younger  children  to  be  cared  for."  This  is  another  ex- 
planation : 

"I'm  going  to  finish  the  course  in  stenography  and  work  for 
awhile.     Then  I'm  coming  back  to  school  to  fill  in  the  gaps  ot 
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the  academic  course.  After  that  I'm  going  to  work  my  way 
through  Wellesley/' 

The  girl  who  said  this  has  'Vorked  for  awhile",  and  is  now 
back  at  school  preparing  for  college.  Another  girl  prepared  for 
Barnard  in  one  year  after  she  had  finished  her  technical  course. 
She  is  paying  her  way  through  college  by  the  money  she  earns 
in  vacations,  and  she  earns  $15  a  week  because  of  the  training  she 
got  in  a  technical  high  school  course.  I  believe  that  in  a  ma- 
jority of  cases,  if  we  could  know  the  whole  truth,  we  should  find 
the  convincing  reason  why  bright  girls  elect  technical  high  school 
courses  to  be  an  economic  one.  I  could  multiply  instances  of 
young  women  whom  I  know  who  have  earned  money  to  send  their 
younger  brothers  and  sisters  to  school,  or  to  provide  comfortable 
homes  for  their  mothers.  I  should  like  to  set  their  biographies 
against  the  sermons  I  sometimes  read  about  the  egotism  of 
American  girls. 

An  argument  that  is  sometimes  made  against  wage-earning  by 
women  is  that  it  lowers  men's  wages  by  putting  them  into  competi- 
Hod,  with  cheap  workers.  On  page  472  of  '^(^etting  a  Living", 
Mr.  Bolen  says: 

^^In  each  of  the  many  cases  in  which  women  have  entered  a  new 
occupation,  their  competition  with  men  has  soon  been  removed 
by  their  drifting  into  and  absorbing  certain  grades  of  the  work 
to  which  they  are  best  suited,  and  by  the  men's  rise  into  grades 
higher  and  more  remunerative.  But  in  nine-tenths  of  the  indus- 
trial field  occupied  by  both  men  and  women,  the  two  sexes  have 
different  work  and  do  not  compete  with  one  another.  In  the  few 
cases  where  they  do  exactly  the  same  work,  their  pay  per  piece  is 
usually  equaL" 

Waiving  the  question  'whether  men's  work  is  likely  to  be  so 
generally  of  a  higher  grade  than  women's  work,  the  interesting 
point  in  this  statement  is  that  in  nine-tenths  of  the  industrial  field 
the  work  of  men  and  women  is  different,  and  that  when  women 
enter  a  new  occupation  the  problem  is  not  so  much  of  competition 
as  of  the  adjustment  of  each  worker  to  the  work  which  he  or  she 
can  do  best 

Also,  it  is  often  urged  that  the  effects  of  wage-earning  by 
women  are  harmful  to  women  wage-earners.  It  is  said  that  it 
makes  them  independent     I  grant  it.     It  is  said  that  indepen- 
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dence  is  not  a  good  thing  for  women.  I  deny  it.  The  ability  of 
women  to  earn  their  living  has  put  out  of  existence  a  dass  of 
people  whom  we  meet  in  the  pages  of  the  novels  of  fifty  years 
ago,  "the  poor  relation,"  "the  indigent  female,"  "the  elderly 
spinster,"  who  works  for  her  board  in  the  home  of  some  pros- 
perous relative,  treading  softly,  echoing  the  opinions  of  those  who 
feed  her,  wearing  decent  shabby  black,  as  becomes  her  humble 
condition.  That  sort  of  dependence  is  not  good  for  the  woman 
who  takes  it,  or  for  the  one  who  gives  it.  But  there  is  a  more 
potent  argument.  Women  who  can  earn  their  living  are  lem 
likely  to  marry.  It  is  true  that  a  woman  who  can  earn  her  own 
living  is  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  marrying  for  the  sake  of 
getting  a  living.     Mr.  Bolen  says,  in  the  book  before  quoted: 

"Personal  helplessness,  as  an  element  of  refinement,  added 
formerly,  and  does  to  some  extent  yet,  to  the  attractiveness  of 
young  women  in  well-to-do  families,  and  promoted  men's  gallan- 
try ;  but  the  poorer  young  wom^i  never  escaped  the  necessity  of 
work,  and  lack  of  opportunity  to  earn  wages  led  them  to  marry  at 
an  early  age^  giving  up  hope  of  educatitm^  and  gave  tbem  but 
little  choice  ill  selecting  a  husband.  Most  women,  before  wage- 
earning  with  them  became  a  custom  above  the  humbler  class,  had 
too  little  liberty  to  decline  a  proposal  of  marriage.  Marrying 
for  tiie  sake  of  a  living,  which  then  was  very  common  and  is  too 
much  so  yet,  has  been  called  a  kind  of  prostitution." 

The  marria^  that  is  entered  into  primarily  for  the  sake  of  a 
living,  is  not  such  a  marriage  as  conduces  to  the  happiness  and 
well-being  of  a  wife,  her  husband,  or  her  children.  This  is  not 
file  home  life  under  right  conditions,  which  we  all  admit  is 
best  for  women;  it  is  home  life  under  wrong  conditions.  If  a 
girl  is  to  marry  at  all,  she  should  marry  &wAl  a  man  as  suits  her. 
No  other  person  has  the  ri^t  to  select  a  husband  for  her,  not 
even  the  editor  of  the  "Ladies'  Infallible  6ui<le>"  or  the  occmpaat 
of  the  presidential  diair.  And,  afteo*  aS,  fowig  wmaa  are  not 
averse  to  marrying.  IN'o  enthusiasm  for  a  vocation,  and  no  amotaiil 
of  wage^eaming  capacity,  can  compete  wit^  a  man  whiem  a  giti 
likes.  If  she  likes  him,  all  the  magazine  editors  and  all  tbe 
presidents  of  tiie  United  States  that  ever  lived,  can't  keep  her 
from  marrying  him— providing  he  is  willing.  WotoMOi  are  ai 
willing  as  ever  to  be  dependent,  but  wage-eaming  has  kafqpily 
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linked  theoi  from  degr&^uig  dependence.  The  independence  of 
women  raises  the  standard  of  marriage  and  of  the  home.  W.  M. 
Salter,  in  the  Atlantic  Magazine  for  January,  1903,  says  that  "if 
a  woman  could  support  herself  and  hence  be  attracted  to  man  in 
the  natural  way,  without  having  to  depend  on  that  attraction  for 
a  living,  she  and  her  descendants  would  be  improved.*' 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  wage-earning  makes  women  unfemi- 
nine..  I  know  a  woman  who  excels  in  every  charm  that  i^  dis- 
tinctly feminine;  she  is  a  southern  gentlewoman  who  for  thirty 
years  has  earned  her  own  living  and  supported  other  people.  I 
know  another  woman  who  lacks  every  grace  that  should  belong 
to  womanhood,  a  young  woman  of  good  looks  and  good  social 
position,  who  never  has  earned  ten  cents.  "The  unbought  grace 
of  life"  does  not  follow  upon  any  occupation  or  the  lack  of  occu- 
pation.   It  grow]s  out  of  more  subtle  things. 

The  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  vocational  training  for 
girls  of  moderate  means  deals  with  the  benefit  to  unskilled 
workers  through  the  training  in  skilled  work  given  to  those  girls 
of  whom  I  have  not  yet  spoken,  those  who  have  comfortable 
homes  and  the  means  to  get  some  luxuries,  but  who  choose  to  woi^ 
that  they  may  get  more  luxuries,  chiefly  clothes.  It  would  be 
better  if  these  girls  would  stay  in  their  homes,  help  their  mothers 
with  the  house  work,  instead  of  putting  them  under  the  necessity 
of 'hiring  servants,  practice  reasonable  economy  in  their  dress, 
read  good  books,  learn  to  play  fine  music,  and  cherish  high  ideals 
of  life.  If  each  of  them  would  get  a  copy  of  "Poor  Eichard's 
Almanac,"  to  begin  with,  and  follow  its  precepts,  it  would  be 
well.  But — ^they  won't,  and  no  one  can  make  them.  Presidents 
and  magazine  writers  a^d  preachers  can  condenm  them,  but  they 
don't  pay  any  attention.  And  perhaps  while  men  toil  to  the  end 
that  they  may  own  three  automobiles  instead  of  one,  and  women 
of  social  standing  spend  more  money  on  clothes  than  on  good 
books  and  pictures,  it  is  not  so  much  to  be  wondered  at  tiiat  young 
ffji$  who  l^re  ojxlj  iQ  Qioderate  circumstances  and  who  have  not 
much  education,  do  not  clearly  see  that  their  lives  consist  not  in 
the  abundance  of  things  that  they  possess.  Yet  it  is  these  girls 
and  women  who  cheapen  women's  work.  Because  they  can  afford 
to  work  for  less  than  living  wages,  they  inevitably  lower  the 
wa^  of  self-supporting  women.  Mrs.  John  Van  Vorst,  in  "The 
Woman  Who  Toils",  says : 
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'^Self-supporting  women  should  be  in  competition  only  with 
other  self-supporting  industrial  units.  Eelief  could  be  brought 
to  the  bread-winner  by  separating  from  her  the  girl  who  works 
for  luxuries.  The  non  self-supporting  girls  must  be  attracted 
into  some  field  of  work  which  requires  instruction  and  a  special 
training,  which  pays  them  as  well,  while  calling  into  play  hi^er 
faculties  than  the  brutalizing  machine  labor.  This  field  of  work 
is  industrial  art;  lace  making,  hand  weaving,  the  fabrication  of 
tissues  and  embroideries,  gold  smithery,  book-binding,  rug-weaving, 
yWood-carving  and  inlaying,  all  the  branches  of  industrial  art 
which  could  be  executed  by  a  woman  in  her  home,  all  the  manual 
labor  which  does  not  require  physical  strength,  which  would  not 
place  the  woman,  therefore,  as  an  inferior  in  competition  with 
man,  but  would  call  forth  her  taste  and  skiU,  her  training  and 
individuality,  at  the  same  time  being  consistent  with  her  destiny 
as  a  woman.'' 

In  another  place  Mrs.  Van  Vorst  advocates  "the  establishment 
of  schools  where  the  aesthetic  branches  of  industrial  art  mi^t  be 
taught  to  girls  who  by  their  material  independence  could  give 
time  to  acquiring  a  craft  useful  to  themselves  and  to  society.  If 
there  were  such  a  counter  attraction  to  machine  labor,  the  bread- 
winner would  have  a  freer  field  and  the  non  bread-winner  might 
still  work  for  luxury  and  at  the  same  time  benefit  herself  mentally, 
morally  and  aesthetically."  Mr.  Bolen  also  suggests  vocational 
training  for  girls  as  a  remedy  for  low  wages  to  women.  "Girls 
from  well-to-do  homes  should  develop  ambition  and  character  by 
taking  up  work  artistic  or  otherwise  difficult,  and  not  within  the 
reach  of  those  by  whom  the  ordinary  work  is  needed.'' 

Girls  who  are  likely  to  work  only  for  luxuries  should  be  given 
a  vocational  education.  This  is  the  only  practicable  way  to  ben- 
efit them,  and  at  the  same  time  to  remove  them  from  competition 
with  self-supporting  women  who  have  not  been  able  to  afford  such 
training. 

ITot  only  is  vocational  education  good  for  poor  girls  and  girls 
of  moderate  means,  but  for  every  girl,  irrespective  of  her  means. 
Is  anything  more  pathetic  than  the  ineffectual  efforts  of  women 
who  have  been  trained  to  no  special  work,  and  who  are  unex- 
pectedly compelled  to  work  for  a  living?  Most  of  them  are  as 
helpless  as  moths  suddenly  driven  out  at  noonday.     In  spite  of 
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wealthy  and  in  spite  of  all  precautions  to  guard  it,  this  may  hap- 
pen at  any  time  to  any  woman.  Stilly  if  vocational  training 
meant  the  narrowing  of  a  girl's  life,  it  might  be  well  to  let  her 
take  the  risk.  But  it  does  not  Vocational  education,  extending 
from  the  most  simple  trade  to  the  most  difficult  of  the  arts  and 
professions,  is  wide  enough  in  its  range  for  the  development  of 
all  tastes  and  capacities.  It  is  also  true  that  the  seriousness  of 
such  training  tends  toward  the  realization  of  the  aim  of  educa- 
tion, which  is  preparation  for  complete  living.  If  a  girl  is  to 
learn  a  trade,  an  art,  or  a  profession  as  a  vocation,  she  must  learn 
it  alL  She  must  master  its  principles,  its  details,  its  technique. 
It  may  be  urged  that  girls  who  do  not  expect  to  use  their  training 
as  a  means  of  earning  money  will  not  take  it  seriously.  My  ex- 
perience has  been  that  they  take  it  more  seriously  than  they  take 
any  other  kind  of  education.  I  have  taught  girls  from  wealthy 
homes  who  were  putting  in  a  year  or  two  at  school  before  they 
appeared  in  society.  Some  of  them  dabbled  in  Latin,  French, 
English  and  music,  and  managed  somehow  to  keep  themselves  in 
the  densest  ignorance  of  every  one  of  those  subjects.  I  asked  one 
of  these  girls  one  day  what  she  thou^t  the  word  ^^amorous'' 
meant  The  class  was  reading  some  Elizabethan  sonnets.  She 
didn't  know.  I  asked  her  if  she  had  ever  heard  of  the  verb 
amare.  She  had  not  When  I  mentioned  the  fact  to  her  Latin 
teacher,  he  remarked:  ^^Of  course  Ethel  has  had  Latin  lessons 
for  two  years,  but  she  is  as  innocent  of  any  knowledge  of  it  as  a 
new  bom  baby."  At  the  present  time  I  know  girls  from  similar 
homes  and  of  similar  mental  tastes  who  are  in  the  technical 
courses  of  a  hi^  schooL  They  do  not  remain  in  complete  igno- 
rance of  the  subjects  taught  Partly  because  they  choose^a  course 
in  which  they  are  interested,  partly  because  of  tlie  concrete  char- 
acter of  the  work,  and  partly,  perhaps,  because  they  are  in  classes 
with  girls  whose  circumstances  tend  to  make  them  work  seri- 
ously; the  girls  from  wealthy  homes,  as  a  rule,  also  take  their 
work  seriously. 

But  if  the  tendency  of  vocational  training  was  to  unfit  girls 
to  be  home-keepers,  aU  its  other  advantages  might  be  outwei^ed 
by  this  one  disadvantage,  for  the  work  of  caring  for  homes  is 
and  always  must  be  the  chief  work  of  women.  The  tendency  of 
vocational  education,  however,  is  directly  to  fit  girls  to  be  home- 
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keepers.  WbateVet  toottion  a  giri  leaJnd,  dto  leajtm  yriA  it  0^ 
xelia&od  and  a  kniirWiedge  of  busuieAl  methods ;  she  beo<Mties  iiot  a 
Dota  Copperfield,  but  an  Agnes  Widcfield.  Hie  tttort  ^f  tooa« 
tional  schools  is  also  to  givd  gilrls  direct  training  in  hons^ko^iJE^k 
'tirerj  girl  who  takes  techni<^l  work  in  the  Washington  Irving 
£[ig^  Sbhool  mndt  take  a  tefm  of  domestic  soiencd  and  a  tem 
of  sewing  before  she  elects  her  special  vocational  connse.  I  hav<» 
often  hetod  girls  who  were  taking  the  academic  oonrwi  ilty,  ^I 
Wish  I  had  time  to  leam  to  cobk."  A  (Shief  mdrit  of  toeatujmal 
training  lor  ^rls  is  thftt  it  red(^iiges  &e  need  of  giving  tiMHi 
time  to  leaA  to  cook. 
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An  enthneiastic  and  moet  Taloable  convention  of  men  tad  women 
of  prominence  was  hdd  recently  at  Battle  Creek^  Michigan,  in  the  in- 
terests of  race  betterment  The  subject  of  eugenics  was  dLM^nssed  in 
all  its  jdiases  and  the  participants  were  in  no  sense  yisionary  bat  rather 
were  profoundly  moved  to  think  out  tiie  practical  problems  iavolved 
and  to  find  remedies  for  existing  abuses  and  evils,  that  would  result 
in  real  race  improvement  in  the  future.  The  published  addresses  and 
discussions  aie  of  greatest  interest  to  dl  educators.  As  indicating  the 
temper  of  the  gathering  we  quote  the  following  pithy  saying  ef  a  few 
of  the  speakers. 

'^It  will  be  no  easy  task  to  improve  the  race  to  the  point  ndiere  there 
will  be  no  d^)endent  children,  but  tiie  elimination  of  the  dependent 
child  will  be  one  of  the  best  indices  of  the  superioriiy  of  our  national 
stocf — Pr.  Gertrude  E.  Hall  New  York  State  Board  of  CharUiee. 

*^1  believe  that  a  great  deal  can  be  done  by  publication  of  facts  as 
to  the  physiological  dSects  of  alcohol,  in  the  way  of  inducing  educated 
and  intdligent  people  to  conserve  their  healih  by  limiting  the  use  of 
alcohol  or  giving  it  up  altogether.'* — Henry  Smith  Williams,  Author. 

'Eugenics  does  not  eliminate  romance.  We  eugausts  believe  ro- 
mance should  be  retained.  Through  the  past  it  b3is  proved  a  good 
thing.*' — Prof.  Roswell  H.  Johnson,  University  of  Pittsburgh. 

^n  order  that  the  race  may  survive  it  will  apparently  be  necessary 
to  make  a  eugenic  selection  of  healthy  mothers  and  to  provide  that 
the  cost  of  bes^g  and  rearing  children  shall  be  equally  shared  by  all.'* 
— Prof.  J.  McKeen  Cattell,  editor  Popular  Science  Monthly. 

'The  boys  are  learning  that  they  have  a  calling  just  as  sacred  as  the 
call  to  motherhood  and  that  is  the  call  to  fatherhood.**  — The  Very 
Reverend  (Dean)  Walter  Taylor  Sumner,  of  Chicago. 

The  negro  in  the  south,  vrith  all  his  weaknesses  and  handicaps,  is 
not  yet  in  any  large  measure,  in  the  ditch.** — Booker  T.  Washington, 
Principal  of  Tuskegee  Institute. 

'*We  mucrt  cultivate  pure  blood,  instead  of  blue  blood  if  we  would 
develop  a  race  of  human  thoroughbreds.** — Dr.  J.  H.  Kellogg,  Su- 
perintendent Battle  Creek  Sanitarium. 


The  eleventh  annual  Convention  of  The  Beligious  Education  Asso- 
ciation is  to  be  given  to  the  single  topic  of  The  Relation  of  Higher 
Education  to  the  Social  Order.  Educational  experts  and  well  known 
leaders  in  the  universities  and  colleges  will  present  the  reports  on 
whicA  they  have  been  working  for  the  past  year  on  the  effideney  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


460  Education  for  March 

the  colleges  in  preparing  young  people  for  the  more  exacting  demands 
of  modem  social  living.  The  interest  of  the  convention  centers  in  the 
question  whether  the  colleges  are  consciously  training  for  the  more 
complex  civilization  in  which  their  graduates  must  live  and  serve  and 
especially  whether  these  institutions  succeed  in  developing  moral  com- 
petency and  leading  to  a  religious  interpretation  of  life.  Pour  days 
will  be  devoted  to  this  study  and  one  and  a  half  days  to  the  problems 
of  instruction  in  religion  in  the  churches  and  Sunday  Schools.  The 
meetings  will  be  held  in  New  Haven  where  the  c<»ivention  will  be  the 
guest  of  Yale  University. 

An  especially  notable  array  of  speakers  will  address  the  evening 
meetings  in  Woolsey  Hall.  Amongst  the  speakers  are  John  R  Mott ; 
President  A.  Gaudier,  of  Knox  College,  Toronto;  Charles  S.  Whit- 
man, District  Attorney  of  New  York;  Governor  Simeon  Baldwin,  of 
Connecticut;  President  William  De  Witt  Hyde;  President  Samuel  A. 
Eliot;  Eabbi  Stephen  S.  Wise,  of  New  York  and  Ex-President  Taft. 
Programs  may  be  obtained  from  the  Heligious  Education  Association, 
Chicago,  and  all  persons  interested  are  invited  to  attend  the  conven- 
tion. 


By  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota 
the  following  outside  work  when  properly  certified  will  receive  school 
credit  as  indicated:  Regular  weekly  piano,  violin,  comet,  pipe  organ 
or  voice  lessons,  under  an  accredited  instructor,  ^4  ^u^lt  per  year  for 
(not  to  exceed)  four  years;  Active  membership  in  any  high  school  or 
approved  city  musical  organization,  ^  unit  per  year ;  High  School  glee 
club  or  chorus  work,  ^  unit  per  year;  (Credit  for  music  work  is  lim- 
ited to  1%  units) ;  Literary  society  work,  or  rhetoricals,  debate,  pub- 
lic speaking  or  expressive  reading,  ^  unit  per  year;  Granite  or  pav- 
ing block  cutting,  or  work  in  any  of  the  local  trades,  shops,  factories 
or  industries,  ^4  ^iiit  for  each  summer  vacation;  Clerking  in  store, 
bank,  bindery,  publishing  house  or  oflBce,  %  unit  for  three  months; 
Steady  work  on  a  farm,  followed  by  a  satisfactory  essay  on  some  agri- 
cultural subject,  y^  unit  for  three  months;  Horticulture,  gardening, 
poultry  raising  or  bee  culture  with  essay,  ^  unit  for  one  season; 
Raising  one-fourth  of  an  acre  of  onions,  tomatoes,  strawberries  or  cel- 
ery, one  acre  of  potatoes,  two  acres  of  pop  com,  five  acres  of  com  or 
alfalfa,  %  of  a  unit;  Running  a  split  road-drag  or  doing  other  forms 
of  road  building  for  three  months,  %  unit;  Judging,  with  a  degree 
of  accuracy,  the  different  tjrpes  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  ^  unit;  Se- 
lecting, drying  and  testing  seed  com,  i/4  unit ;  Faithful  definite  work 
in  the  home,  with  well  written  essay  on  suitable  topic,  ^  unit  for  three 
months;  China  painting,  oil  painting,  crayon,  burnt  wood,  art  needle- 
work or  other  handicraft  or  home  decoration  work,  with  exhibit,  % 
unit;  Three  months'  employment  in  a  drrasmaking  establishmenl^  ^ 
unit;  Three  months'  emplojrment  as  nurse,  ^  unit;  Three  months' 
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summer  vacation  travel,  with  written  description,  14  tmit;  "See  Min- 
nesota Pirst^'  trip,  under  approved  instructor  with  essay,  ^4  "onit. 

The  following  home  tasks  when  well  done  and  certified  by  parent  or 
guardian  will  represent  %  of  one  imit  or  credit:  1.  Shingling  or  paint- 
ing the  house  or  bam;  2.  Making  a  canoe  or  boat;  3.  Swimming  300 
feet  at  one  continuous  performance;  4>  Installing  three  or  more  elec- 
trical conveniences  in  your  mother's  home ;  5.  Taking  sole  care  of  an 
automobile  for  one  season;  6  Preparing  one  meal  alone  daily  for  three 
months;  7.  Baking  the  bread  for  three  months;  8.  Cooking  meat  and 
eggs  three  ways  and  making  three  kinds  of  cake,  exhibit;  9.  Making 
beds  daily  for  three  inonths;  10.  Doing  the  laundry  work  weekly  fox 
three  months;  11.  Making  a  waist,  dress  or  nightgown  or  other  wear- 
ing apparel  or  articles  for  the  home;  12.  Making  a  hat  or  cap;  13. 
Keeping  a  flower  garden,  with  ten  choice  varieties  of  flowers ;  14.  Bec- 
ognizing  and  describing  twenty  different  native  birds,  trees  and  flow- 
ers; 16,  Sleeping  for  one  year  in  the  open  air  or  witii  open  window; 
16.  Keeping  a  systematic  savings  bank  account  for  one  year,  with  reg- 
ular monthly  deposits. 


Tinder  the  provisions  of  the  new  school  code  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
West  Chester  State  Normal  School  was  transferred  to  the  State  on 
December  30th,  1913.  The  State  Board  of  Education  has  appointed 
a  new  and  strong  board  of  trustees  of  nine  persons,  who  have  unani- 
mously reelected  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips  to  the  Principalship.  Dr.  Philips, 
who  had  been  principal  of  the  school  since  1881,  resigned  on  Decem- 
ber 9th,  in-order  that  the  transfer  might  be  made.  The  West  Ches- 
ter State  Normal  School  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  eastern  normal 
schools,  and  now  has  an  attendance  of  over  800  students  exclusive  of 
its  model  school.  Its  property  is  valued  at  about  a  million  dollars, 
a  large  part  of  which  has  been  earned  by  the  school  itself.  Its 
facul^  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  strongest  Normal  School  faculties 
in  the  country.  It  has  nearly  4000  graduates  who  are  teaching  in  every 
part  of  the  country.  It  is  believed  that  the  school  will  now  be 
stronger  and  more  successful  than  ever.  All  the  State  Normal  Schools 
of  Pennsylvania  have  been  organized  as  private  corporations,  but  un- 
der the  state  laws,  and  largely  aided  by  the  state.  West  Chester  is 
the  first  to  ^  come  under  state  ownership  and  control,  but  it  is  ex- 
pected that*  others  will  quickly  follow,  and  that  presently  all  will 
have  done  this. 


The  fact  has  long  been  recognized  that  the  industrial  establish- 
ments of  the  United  States  have  been  seriously  handicapped  by  the 
lack  of  a  sufficient  number  of  highly  trained  employees,  and  the 
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lack  of  epeciid  training  necessary  to  develop  a  class  of  einployeei» 
fully  equipped  to  undertake  the  management  of  tiie  yariouB  braiMAat 
of  manufacturing  industries. 

With  the  view  of  securing  to  all  manufacturing  interests  located 
at  Lomaz,  Illinois^  the  advantage  of  being  in  a  position  to  secoie  a 
highly  trained  cli^  of  ^Doiployees,  and  to  secaire  for  all  small  in- 
dustries and  generally  for  the  inventors  of  the  United  States,  an 
opportunity  to  develop  new  manufacturing  projects  under  highly 
favorable  conditions,  the  Lomaz  Town  Company,  proposed  to  estaMish 
at  Lomax  an  institution  to  be  called  the  Industrial  XJniversi^,  haviaig 
for  its  object,  the  upbuilding  of  all  industrial  establishments  to  be 
located  there. 

Under  the  management  of  this  Univ^mty,  will  be  organiaed: 

1.  A  trade  school  for  the  special  training  in  all  industrial  liBes, 
of  all  who  may  desire  such  training,  free  of  charge. 

2.  A  tedinical  Bdt^ool  for  higher  training  in  Mechanics,  Chonistry, 
Electridty,  and  Factory  Management. 

3.  An  inventors^  department  for  the  benefit  of  all  inventon  of  the 
United  States  witti  undeveloped  or  partially  developed  ideas,  which 
may  be  worthy  of  the  assistance  of  the  institution.  The  main  branches 
of  this  deparbnent  will : 

(a)  Give  free  advice  to  the  inventor. 

(b)  Assist  him  in  obtaining  patents. 

(c)  Furnish  manufacturmg  capital,  if  needed. 

(d)  See  that  he  gets  fair  play  throughout  the  entire  process. 

4.  A  department  of  research  for  the  benefit  of  all  industries  in 
conducting  special  investigations  to  secure  improved  methods  of 
manufacture;  and  the  development  of  new  processes  for  the  benefit 
of  any  or  all  local  industries.  The  use  of  complete  laboratories  and 
facilities  offered  in  the  use  of  specially  equipped  shops,  foundries  and 
testing  apparatus,  will  be  of  immense  value  to  the  manufacturer  who 
vrill  not  be  required  to  instell  an  expensive  laboratory  for  individual 
requirements. 


The  Bureau  of  Education  has  several  duplicate  sets  of  lantern 
slides  to  illustrate  a  lecture  on  the  consolidation  of  rural  sdiools 
and  the  transportetion  of  pupils  at  public  expense.  These  will  be 
loaned  as  far  as  practicable,  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  to  rural 
school  superintendents  conducting  campaigns  for  consolidation.  The 
slides  will  be  accompanied  by  an  outline  lecture  and  printed  material 
concerning  consolidation.  Applications  for  use  of  the  slides  should 
be  made  to  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C,  stat- 
ing trie  date  or  dates  on  which  they  will  be  used  and  giving  the  re- 
press ofBce  to  which  shipments  are  to  be  made. 
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Farmers  with  a  high-school  education  make  nearly  double  the 
ayerage  income  of  those  with  merely  a  common  school  education^  and 
those  who  start  earliest  mala  the  most  profit  according  to  tiie  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture's  investigators.  The  Department's  0£Bce  of  Farm 
Management  has  been  conducting  a  series  of  investigations  in  the 
corn-belt,  whidi  have  brought  out  many  details  Ihat  riiould  be  of 
practical  value  to  all  agriculturists.  These  results  Imve  just  been  pub- 
Mied  in  a  new  bulletin. 


X^apils  in  the  Diekerscm  High  School,  Jersey  Gity>  went  to  adiool 
fn>ai  4.80  in  the  aftemoim  to  10  o'clock  at  night  on  one  oocamon  late- 
ly, in  order  that  ti^  adult  members  of  tbdr  f  amilieB  might  aee  the 
sdiool  plant  in  operati<m.  Over  15,000  citiaens  to<^  advantage  of  tiie 
oppoftnnity  offe^  by  Supmntas^tent  Snyder  to  see  whftt  tlie  fai^ 
school  was  actually  doing.  The  school  piogram  was  carried  o«t  in  tibe 
Titular  order,  ind«iding  the  serving  of  the  sohool  hmdMon  ibovt  the 
miMte  of  ttie  0essi<m. 


Bach  class  in  the  Fairmount^  West  Virginia,  High  School  is  named 
for  some  prominent  citizen  of  the  city.  The  citi^  thus  designated 
is  known  as  the  class  sponsor,  the  class  bearing  his  name  instead  of 
the  class  numerals.  The  sponsor  takes  a  personal  interest  in  the  dass. 
He  entertdns  them  once  or  twice  during  their  junior  and  senior  years, 
and  assists  them  in  different  ways  in  their  various  class  enterprises. 
In  some  instances  sponsors  have  oeen  successful  in  keeping  boys  and 
girls  in  school  who  would  otherwise  have  dropped  out 
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The  English  Conferences. — ^The  educational  conferences  that 
mark  the  New  Year  in  England  were  nnnsuallj  brilliant  the  present 
season.  The  annual  Conference  of  Educational  Associations  was  held 
at  London  University,  the  sessions  spreading  over  eight  days  (Janu- 
ary 3  to  10).  The  presiding  officer  was  James  Biyce  whose  inaugu- 
ral address  made  a  plea  for  special  attention  ^^to  the  strongest  and 
finest  minds.''  which^  he  said  ^^are  great  factors  in  national  prosper- 
ity.'^  Attention  was  called  to  the  trend  toward  scientific  studies  and 
the  need  of  discriminating  choice  of  those  best  adapted  to  promote 
human  development.  Mr.  Bryce  uttered  a  caution  against  extrava- 
gance in  public  expenditure  for  education  but  was  careful  to  except 
the  payment  of  higher  salaries  to  teachers. 

Not  the  least  important  of  the  London  meetings  was  tiiat  of  the 
Modem  Language  Association  which  celebrated  its  majority^  twenty- 
one  years  having  passed  since  the  first  meeting  was  held  under  &e 
presidency  of  Professor  Max  MuUer.  The  record  of  results  accom- 
plished in  that  period  is  a  notable  one.  The  society  has  ^'raised  the 
standard  of  proficiency  in  modem  languages,  promoted  their  study 
in  schools  and  universities,  and  organized  means  of  communication 
between  students  and  teachers.^' 

The  use  of  the  gramophone  as  an  aid  to  acquiring  foreign  pronun- 
ciation was  advocated  before  the  society  by  Mr.  Brereton^  Divisional 
inspector  in  modem  languages,  under  the  London  County  Council. 

The  twelfth  annual  meel^g  of  the  North  of  England  Conference 
was  held  at  Bradford,  January  1  to  3.  The  program  epitomized  the 
whole  range  of  current  interests  in  education  and  the  leading  subjects 
were  all  treated  by  men  or  women  of  recognized  authority.  Dr.  Sad- 
ler, who  opened  the  conference,  discussed  the  present  discontents  in 
English  education  which  he  regards  as  the  result  of  a  collision  of 
ideals  rather  than  the  sign  of  indifFerence  or  despair.  Among  the 
evidences  of  new  purposes  already  taking  definite  shape,  Dr.  Sadler 
noted  the  increasing  enthusiasm  of  teachers,  their  interest  in  prin- 
ciples and  in  research;  the  new  relations  between  teachers  and  pupils; 
the  large  provision  for  the  education  of  girls;  the  tutorial  classes  con- 
ducted by  the  universities  in  union  with  the  branches  of  the  Workers' 
Educational  Association. 

Large  place  was  g^ven  in  the  conference  to  the  consideration  of  the 
psychmogical  and  biological  aspects  of  education.  Dr.  Eurich,  Pro- 
fessor of  forensic  medicine  at  Leeds  University  in  a  paper  on  Euge- 
nics and  Sex  Training  gave  in  a  sentence  their  significance  for  educa- 
tion. ''In  the  child,*'  he  said,  ''there  is  not  only  an  intelligent  being, 
but  a  developing  animal.*' 
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The  Montessori  system  was  considered  at  both  London  and  Brad- 
ford: At  the  former  with  noticeable  enthusiasm;  at  the  latter  with 
marked  caution. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  many  conferences  was  that  of 
the  G^grapMc  Association,  whidi  has  just  reached  its  majority.  The 
event  was  celebrated  by  the  choice  of  Dr.  Scott  Keltic  for  president; 
in  his  inaugural  address  Dr.  Keltic  reviewed  the  thirty  years'  progress 
in  geographical  education  since  the  issue  of  his  own  famous  report 
which  awakened  wide  spread  interest  in  the  subject 

Franob.  Need  of  Vocational  Schools. — Prance  which  possesses 
the  very  highest  types  of  specialized  trade  schools  and  abundant 
classes  for  artisans  who  wish  to  perfect  themselves  in  their  work^  is 
sadly  wanting  in  provision  for  prolonging  the  education  of  the  great 
body  of  the  d^dren.  A  bill  is  pending  in  the  legislature  for  extend- 
ing the  period  of  compulsory  school  attendance  and  the  question  of 
the  kind  of  training  which  shall  be  given  in  the  additional  years  is 
ever]rwhere  discussed.  The  advance  which  (Germany  has  made  in  the 
matter  of  continuation  schools  is  held  up  as  an  example  for  France. 
At  the  same  time^  it  is  recognized  that  the  industrial  conditions  of 
France  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  the  people  differ  radically  from  those 
of  (Germany,  and  hence  a  system  well  adapted  to  the  latter  would  not 
su£Sce  for  the  former.  As  forcibly  stated  by  Durkheim  in  his  Socio- 
logic  et  Sciences  sociales,  the  social  order  cannot  be  changed  as  new 
demands  arise,  without  taking  count  of  the  habits,  tractions,  and 
mental  constitution  of  individuals  and  of  society. 

While,  therefore,  the  example  of  Germany  is  cited  to  stimulate  the 
action  of  the  French  Government,  warning  is  sounded  against  the  ex- 
treme utilitarian  spirit  which  marks  the  continuaticm  school  of  that 
country.  The  tendency  of  the  student  apprentice  to  regard  himself 
as  an  apprentice  must  be  offset  by  the  study  of  civics  and  the  social 
sciences  in  the  vocational  continuation  schools.  Of  all  countries  France 
is  best  prepared  to  work  out  a  curriculum  in  which  training  in  tech* 
nical  arts  shall  be  happily  combined  with  the  development  of  the  so- 
cial sentiments. 

L*education  en  plein  air  is  the  name  of  a  society  formed  in  France 
to  promote  open-air  schools  and  various  forms  of  outdoor  exercises, 
walks,  sports,  etc.  The  headquarters  of  the  society  are  at  the  Mayor^s 
office  of  the  14th  avrondissement,  Paris,  and  the  honorary  president 
16  M.  Marcoux,  maireadjoint  of  the  avrondissement.  The  member- 
ship of  the  society  includes  many  men  and  women  prominent  in  edu- 
cational and  official  circles  and  all  deeply  in  earnest  in  the  work.  In 
addition  to  soliciting  funds,  and  organizing  the  outdoor  exercises, 
the  society  conducts  lectures  and  courses  of  instruction  and  offers 
prizes  for  persons  who  contribute  specially  to  the  cause. 
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Intobohanob  of  Student,. — In  accordance  with  ibd  plan  of  the 
King  Edward  YII  British-Gennan  Foundation^  institated  by  Sir 
Ernest  CasBell,  four  students  from  British  universities  haveproa^uted 
Bcientifie  research  in  Germany  during  the  cunent  year.  The  student 
funds  are  awarded  for  one  year^  and  are  of  tiie  value  of  about  $87$ 
each;  a  condition  of  th^  tenure  is  continuous  residence  in  Germany  for 
the  year;  the  cost  for  Ihe  British  students  is  defrayed  by  the  German 
section  of  the  Foundation,  while  the  British  section  bears  the  expense 
of  a  limited  nxmiber  of  German  students  who,  under  a  corresponding 
scheme,  entered  upon  research  in  British  universities  in  the  autumn 
session  of  the  current  year. 

TJNiVEBsiTy  Statistics  fob  Gmimany. — Germany  haa  21  univer- 
aitiee  with  60,346  students;  in  1895  the  number  was  28,567.  Berlin 
leads  at  present  wiili  8,883  students  and  some  980  unmatriculated 
but  authorized  to  attend  lectures.  More  than  half  the  number  are 
grouped  under  the  general  heading  ^Thilosophy/^  Munich  oomea 
next  to  Berlin  with  7,664  atodents,  of  whom  6,802  are  matriculated 
and  862  merdy  attendants  at  lectures.  There  are  now  3213  women 
students  at  the  universities  and  a  thousand  more  who  attend  lectxirea. 
In  addition  to  the-  universities  there  are  ^ven  technical  schools  of 
the  same  hi^  order  with  a  registration  of  16,418  students. 

The  teaching  staffs  of  the  universities  number  about  3,400  profea^ 
sors  and  those  of  the  tedmical  schools  758 ;  add  to  these  the  teadi^» 
of  the.  secondary  schools  {gymnA^ia,  realgymfuuiA,  redUchuUn,  etc.) 
and  we  get  a  total  of  more  than  90,000  persons  engaged  in  the  bi^^lier 
teaching  service  of  tiie  Empire. 

A.  T.  S. 
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A  CYCLOPEDIA  OF  EDUCATION.  Edited  hy  Paiil  Monroe,  Ph.  D., 
Prof€Bsor  of  the  History  of  Educatioii,  Teachers*  College,  Columbia  Unir 
versity,  T^ith  the  assistance  of  Departmental  Editors  and  sereral  hundred 
indiTidui^  contributors.  Volume  V.  New  Yoric  The  Macmillan  Com- 
pany.   1913.    Price,  $S.OO  per  voiume. 

With  the  publication  of  this  volume  this  monumental  work  is  c<Hn- 
pleted.  The  editors  and  the  publishers  have  done  a  distingui^ed  service 
to  the  cause  of  education  and  placed  educators  and  indeed  all  classes  of 
citizens  under  a  great  obligation.  For  here  in  these  attractively 
printed  and  fully  illustrated  volumes  may  be  studied  as'  a  whole 
and  in  its  various  details,  our  great  American  system  of  Education. 
This  system  has  been  gradually  shaping  itself  for  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years.  Its  ideals  have  been  forming,  its  principles  have  been  es- 
tablishing themselves,  it*s  technique  has  been  clarifying.  It  is  still  in 
process  of  evolution  but  it  has  become  as  clearly  and  definitely  out- 
lined as  any  of  the  professions  and  there  was  a  distinct  need  for  a  refer- 
ence work,  made  by  expert  educators,  which  should  set  forth  briefly  and 
clearly  an  adequate  body  of  information  ui>on  the  manifold  phases  of 
this  great  human  interest  of  schooling.  This  need  is  remarkably  vi^ell  met 
by  theae  sumptuous  volumes.  We  have  only  praise  for  them;  and  we 
<!annot  think  of  any  library,  whether  public  or  private,  as  in  anywise  com- 
plete without  these  volumes  upon  the  reference  shelves. 

Volume  five  is  fuDy  up  to  the  high  standard  of  its  predecessors. 
tBzceptionaUy  fine  articles  in  this  volume  are  those  upon  Psychologieal 
Laboratory  Apparatus  (fu!ly  illustrated)  Reformation  Educators  and 
Benaissance  Educators,  ReHgfious  Education,  Roman  Catholio  Edaeation, 
Rural  Schools,  The  School  as  a  Social  Center,  The  Higher  Education  of 
Women — ^But  it  is  invidious  to  specify  where  all  is  so  exioelleiit.  The 
various  universities,  colleges  and  preparatory  schools  that  have  made  a 
reputation  are  described  interestingly  and  inf ormingly.  In  fact  it  would 
be  difficult  to  name  any  subject  of  any  considerable  interest  to  the 
student  of  education  which  is  not  theoretically  and  praetiea^  con- 
sidered and  set  forth  in  these  comprehensive  volumes. 

HARVEY'S  ESSENTIALS  OP  ARITHMETIC.  WiHi  everyday  prob- 
lems relating  to  agriculture,  commerce  and  other  vocations.  S^rst  book. 
By  L.  D.  Harvey,  Ph.  D.,  President  of  Stout  Institvte,  Mcnomenie,  Wis- 
consin.   The  American  Book  Company. 

Dr.  Harvey  is  so  well  known  to  the  readers  of  EbrroATiON  that  the 
mere  announcement  of  his  name  as  author  of  a  new  book  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  awaken  interest.  When  the  book  is  one  on  Artthmetie,  the  study 
4hat  is  a  joy  to  a  few  and  a  bane  to  many,  .and  when  it  is  a  book  that 
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claims  to  present  **the  essentials**  of  the  subject,  the  interest  deepens. 
When  it  is  added  that  the  problems  presented  are  practical  ones,  drawn 
from  the  vocations,  it  is  certain  that  all  teachers  of  arithmetic  will 
eagerly  demand  the  opportunity  to  examine  the  volimie.  The  trend  is  so 
strong  toward  vocational  education  in  the  schools  of  today  that  this 
feature  of  Dr.  Harvey's  work  will  secure  for  it  the  interested  attention 
of  a  wide  circle  of  educators. 

This  first  volume  deals  with  the  work  of  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
years.  It  is  carefully  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  children  in  these  grades. 
Each  new  exercise  is  related  to  what  has  gone  before.  The  pupil  is  en- 
couraged in  self-activity  by  being  led  to  make  up  problems  for  himself 
and  to  express  them  manually  in  figures,  dravni  or  cut  out  of  pasteboard 
where  this  is  possible.  The  exercises  are  for  both  oral  and  written  work. 
There  are  abundant  materials  and  suggestions  for  review;  and  helpful 
hints  to  teachers  are  scattered  through  the  volume.  Illustrations  anl 
diagrams  aid  in  making  the  subject  interesting  and  the  author's  mean- 
ing plain. 

Naturally  the  vocational  features  will  be  brought  out  more  strongly 
in  the  second  volume  of  the  series.  But  in  this  first  volume  the  founda- 
tions of  an  adequate  knowledge  of  arithmetic  are  securely  laid.  The 
very  first  lesson,  in  which  the  child  is  taught  to  read  and  write  numbers* 
is  most  clear  and  engaging.  The  chapter  on  telling  time  introduces  Bo- 
man  numbers  and  makes  both  subjects  simple  and  easy  to  master.  By  the 
time  the  book  is  finished  the  pupil  lias  had  a  thorough  driU  in  applying 
to  practical  problems  the  simple  principles  of  addition,  substraction,  mul- 
tiplication, division  and  fractions.  He  knows  how  to  count  indefinitely. 
He  has  learned  to  tell  time,  to  handle  United  States  money  with  a  proper 
knowledge  of  the  values  of  its  paper  money  and  coinage;  and  he  is 
familiar  with  the  various  tables  of  measure  and  weight.  All  this  he  has 
learned  pleasantly  and  without  v^aste  of  energy.  We  predict  a  great 
future  for  Harvey's  Essentials  of  Arithmetic,  which  seems  to  leave  little 
to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  a  modem,  practical,  psychological  and  inter- 
esting presentation  of  an  important,  but  often  dry  and  repellant  subject. 

THE  MENTAL  AND  PHYSICAL  LIFE  OP  SCHOOL  CHILDREN.  By 
Peter  Sandiford.    London.    Longmans,  Qreen  &  Co.    Price,  $1.35  net. 

Dr.  Sandiford  is  lecturer  on  Education  in  the  University  of  Manches- 
ter, England.  This  book  is  the  ripe  fruitage  of  long  and  painstaking 
research.  It  contains  a  "Comprehensive  account  of  Child  Nature  for  the 
Use  of  Students  in  Training  Colleges  for  Teachers."  He  assumes  'M^hat 
all  mental  action  has  a  physical  basis."  He  goes  into  a  very  detailed 
treatment  of  the  "structure  and  functions  of  the  nervous  system."  De- 
scriptive psychology  is  given  a  meagre  place,  while  a  study  of  the-  mind 
in  action  occupies  the  major  portion  of  the  book.  Here  are  titles  of  va- 
rious chapters:  "Heredity  and  Environment  (in  which  he  thinks'  we  do 
not  make  enough  of  heredity  in  school  work)  ;  ••The  Physical  Groveth  of 
the  Child,"  •'Medical  Inspection,"  ''The  Evolution  of  the  Nervous  System," 
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"Instincts  to  Capacities,"  "Association,"  "Memory,"  "Attention  and  Inter- 
est," "Perception,"  "Imagination  and  Images,"  "The  Emotions,"  "Ex- 
ceptional School  Children,"  and  **The  Development  of  Language  in  Chil- 
dren." There  are  six  other  chapters  making  in  all  a  volume  of  346  pages. 
Part  of  the  work  is  somewhat  abstruse,  but  his  thoughtful  laboring  ex- 
aminations into  child  life  and  its  outworking,  deserve  serious  considera- 
tion.   The  book  is  enriched  by  thirty-five  good  illustrations  or  diagrams. 

COLLINS'S  ADVA>XED  ALGEBRA.  By  Joseph  V.  ColUns,  Ph.  D., 
Professor  of  Mathematics,  State  Normal  School,  Stevens  Point,  Wisconsin. 
Cloth,  12mo,  352  pages.    Price,  $1.00.    American  Book  Co. 

This  book  meets  the  entrance  requirements  to  colleges  and  to 
technical  and  scientific  schools  $is  outlined  by  the  College  Entrance 
Examination  Board.  It  also  covers  the  ground  specified  in  the  Academic 
Syllabus  for  New  York  State.  Furthermore,  it  is  suitable  for  use  in 
many  colleges.  The  work  is  divided  into  three  sections:  Part  I  pre- 
sents an  adequate  review  of  the  most  rudimentary  principles  of  algebra, 
such  as  are  given  in  the  author's  First  Year  Course  (in  many  other 
books  this  treatment  is  so  perfunctory  and  scant  as  to  seriously  handi- 
cap the  average  student)  ;  Part  II  includes  the  remaining  topics  belonging 
to  what  is  frequently  termed  "elementary  algebra";  Part  III  treats  of 
the  usual  topics  of  advanced  algebra,  such  as  the  general  theory  of 
equations,  determinants,  etc.  Throughout,  in  the  large  nmnber  of  in- 
formational problems,  algebra  is  correlated  with  geometry,  arithmetic, 
and  science,  and  applied  to  matters  of  everyday  life.  Like  the  author's 
Second  Course,  this  book  may  be  used  to  follow  his  First  Year  Course 
or  any  similar  work. 

SOUTHERN  LITERARY  READINGS.  By  Leonidas  Warren  Payne, 
Jr.,  Adjunct  Professor  of  English  in  the  University  of  Texas.  14  full- 
page  portraits  in  half-tone.  Cloth,  501  pages.  Price,  75  cents.  Rand 
McXally  &  Company. 

A  book  in  which  the  best  of  Southern  literature  of  all  sections  and 
all  periods  has  been  brought  together  and  made  available  for  classroom 
use.  Thirty-four  authors  are  represented  by  seventy-four  selectionfl* 
most  of  which  are  complete.  The  authors  appear  in  chronological  order, 
so  that  the  book  furnishes  at  the  same  time  a  survey  of  Southern  litera- 
ture and  of  social  and  economic  life  in  the  South. 

HOADLEY'S  ESSENTIALS  OF  PHYSICS.  By  George  A.  Hoadley,  C. 
E.,  Sc.  D.,  Professor  of  Physics,  Swarthmore  College.  Cloth,  12  mo.,  555 
pages,  with  558  illustrations  and  diagrams.  Price,  $1.25.  American  Book 
Company. 

This  is  the  author's  popular  and  successful  Elements  of  Physics,  en- 
riched and  brought  up  to  date.  Despite  the  many  changes  and  modifica- 
tions made  in  this  new  edition,  it  retains  the  qualities  which  have  se- 
cured so  great  a  success  for  the  previous  book.    It  tells  only  what  every- 
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one  should  know,  and  it  does  this  in  a  straight-forward,  concise  and  in- 
teresting manner.  It  takes  into  consideration  the  character  of  high 
school  needs  and  conditions,  and,  throughout,  lays  particular  emphasis 
upon  the  intimate  relation  between  physics  and  everyday  life. 

More  than  one-fifth  of  the  illustrations  in  the  book  are  new,  many  of 
the  pictures  of  apparatus  having  been  redrawn  to  show  modem  forms. 

PRINCIPLES  OF  CHARACTER  MAKING.  By  Arthur  Holmes,  Ph.  D. 
Philadelphia.     J.  B.  Lippincott  Co. 

This  is  a  new  volume  in  the  Educational  Series  edited  by  Martin 
G.  Brumbaugh,  Supt.  of  Schools,  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Holmes  is  dean  of 
Faculties,  Pennsylvania  State  College;  author  of  **The  Conservation  of 
the  Child,"  etc.  This  book  aims  to  be  a  textbook  on  applied  psychology. 
He  sees  the  child  as  neither  plastic  nor  hard,  but  ready  to  "be  guided 
like  a  vine  upon  a  trellis."  **Environment  and  Education  are  the  final 
arbiters  of  man's  destiny."  In  these  twelve  chapters  of  336  pages  we  find 
vigorously  set  forth  what  Superintendent  Brumbaugh  regards  as  *the 
principles  underlying  what  is  generally  regarded  as  moral  education." 
Dr.  Holmes  aims  to  make  the  book  scientifically  sound  and  "usuable  both 
to  parents  and  teachers."  To  us  the  book  seems  quite  labored  and  rather 
difficult  for  the  ordinary  teacher.  For  ourselves  we  have  been  much  in- 
terested in  the  excellent  chapters  on  "The  Instincts"  and  **The  Making 
and  Breaking  of  Habits."  Our  author  is  a  vigorous,  thoughtful,  independ- 
ent writer. 

THROUGH  ENGLAND  WITH  TENNYSON.  By  Oliver  Huckel,  trans- 
lator of  the  Wagner  Music-Dramas,  etc.  32  illustrations  and  map.  8  vo. 
cloth.    Thomas  D.  Crowell  Company.    $2.00  net.     Postage,  20  cents. 

All  who  love  the  poems  of  Alfred  Tennyson  should  see  this  chronicle 
of  a  summer  spent  in  a  pilgrimage  to  the  places  associated  with  the 
great  Laureate  and  his  works.  For  no  similar  book  has  ever  appeared.. 
The  author  who  is  himself  a  poet  of  recognized  merit,  spent  three  summei 
months  with  his  copy  of  Tennyson  in  hand,  among  the  various  scenes  which 
readers  connect  with  Tennyson's  memory.  The  place  of  the  poet's  birth 
and  boyhood  days,  of  his  school  and  university  life,  of  his  marriage,  of  his 
long  residence  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  and  at  AJdworth  in  the  Surrey  hills,  of 
his  death  and  final  resting  place  were  visited  in  turn  and  are  here  described 
At  Aldworth  Dr.  Huckel  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the  present  Lord  and 
Lady  Tennyson,  who  evinced  the  greatest  interest  in  their  guest's  under- 
taking and  to  whom  the  resulting  volume  is  dedicated.  The  various  chap- 
ters are  written  in  a  lively,  readable  style,  and  the  text  is  intersperse! 
with  numerous  appropriate  quotations  from  the  poems.  The  illustra- 
tions, many  of  them  from  photographs  taken  during  this  memorable  trip, 
are  particularly  interesting  and  add  greatly  to  the  attractiveness  of  the 
Tolume.  A  map  is  of  help  in  following  the  author  on  his  tour.  The  work 
constitutes  an  important  addition  to  the  well-known  Crowell  Trayel 
Series. 
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LEATHER  WORK.  By  Adelaide  Mickel,  Department  of  Manual  Arts, 
Bradley  Polytechnic  Institute,  Peoria,  Illinois.  A  teachers'  manual  on 
leather  work.  Size  7  x  10  —  53  pages,  bound  in  leather  brown  Coruscan 
paper.    The  Manual  Arts  Press.    Price,  postpaid,  75  cents. 

The  most  complete  and  suggestive  book  published  on  leather-work 
for  the  art  craft  teacher  and  the  craft  worker  in  leather.  The  book  is 
intended  to  be  of  practical  assistance  to  teachers  and  students  in  ac- 
quiring the  technique  of  the  various  kinds  of  leather-work.  It  de- 
scribes the  tools,  processes  and  materials  used  in  working  leather  and 
gives  detailed  descriptions  of  the  processes  to  be  followed  in  making 
the  articles  shown  in  the  photographs. 

The  book  is  well  illustrated  with  half-tones  and  line  drawings, 
showing  photographs  of  many  finished  articles  and  full-page  workin;^ 
drawings  of  twenty  useful  and  beautiful  articles  suitable  for  school 
And  home  work. 


The  receipt  of  the  following  books  for  our  review  department  is 
acknowledged  by  the  publishers  of  Education,  who  regret  that  the  de- 
mand upon  the  available  space  is  so  great,  that  further  notice,  though 
deserved,  is  impractical^e. 

WITH  AZIR  GIRGES  IN  EGYPT.  By  Walter  Scott  Perry,  M.  A.  Di- 
rector School  of  Fine  and  Applied  Arts,  l^ratt  Institute.  Lecturer  on  the 
History  of  Architecture,  Sculpture  and  Painting.  Author  "Egypt  the 
Land  of  the  Temple  Builders."  Honorary  Secretary  Egypt  Exploration 
Pund.    Atkinson,  Mentzer  &  Company.    Price  40  cents. 

The  Barnes  English  Texts  TREASURE  ISLAND.  By  Robert  Louis 
Stevenson.  Edited  "s^ith  an  introduction  and  notes  by  Ferdinand  Q. 
Blanchard.     The  A.  S.  Barnes  Company. 

Heath's  Modem  Language  Series  DER  ZWERG  NASE  von  Wilhelm 
Hauff.  With  introduction,  notes  exercises  and  vocabulary.  By  Otto  R. 
Patzwald,  Head  of  Modem  Language  Department,  High  School,  Santa 
Barbara,  Cal.,  and  Charles  W.  Robson.  D.  C.  Heath  &  Company.  Price 
30  cents. 

CRAMER'S  CA  ET  LA  EN  FRANCE.  By  J.  Grant  Cramer,  formerly 
Instructor  in  Modem  Languages,  Lehigh  University,  and  Teacher  of 
French  and  German,  DeWitt  Clinton  High  School,  New  York  City.  Cloth, 
16  mo.,  245  pages,  with  illustrations  and  map.  Price,  45  cents.  Amer- 
ican Book  Company. 

IRREGULA'R  FRENCH  VERBS.  Arranged  according  to  their  Impor- 
tance in  everyday  use.  By  R.  W.  Wright,  B.  A.,  Senior  Modern  Lan- 
guage Master,  Liverpool  College  (Upper  School).  Longmans,  Green  & 
Company.    Price  45  cents. 
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Everychild's  Series  WHEN  GREAT  FOLKS  WERE  liirTLB  POLKS. 
By  Dorothy  Donnell  Calhoun.    "Xlie  Macmillan  Company.    Price  40  cents. 

CHEMISTRY  AND  ITS  RELATIONS  TO  DAILY  LIFE.  A  textbook 
for  Students  of  Agriculture  and  Home  Economics  in  Secondary  Schools. 
By  Louis  Kahlenberg,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Director  of  the  Course 
in  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and  Edwin  B.  Hart,  Profes- 
sor of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Chemist  in  the  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  The  Macmillan  Company 
Price  $1.25  net. 

ELEMENTARY  ALGEBRA  Revised  by  Frederick  H.  SomervUle,  B.  S 
The  William  Penn  Charter  School,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  American  Book 
Company. 

THE  SOCIAL  RUBAIYAT  OF  A  BUD.  By  Mrs.  Ambrose  Madison 
Willis.  Illustrated  and  decorated  by  Elsie  H.  Harrison.  Paul  Elder  & 
Company.    Price  75  cents. 

State  of  New  Jersey  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Trenton 
THE  TEACHING  OF  ELEMENTARY  COMPOSITION  AND  GRAMMAPt, 
June,  1913. 

METHODE.  Naturelle  Et  Rationnelle.  Pour  Apprendre  En  Meme 
Temps.  A  Parler  Correctement.  A  Lire  Et  A  Ecrire  Le  Francais.  Par 
Louis  Tesson.  Officier  d'Academie.  Paris  Ch.  Amat,  Editeur,  11,  rue 
Cassette,  11  La  Rochelle,  Noel  Texier,  Imprimeur  Rue  des  Sainte-Clairv^ 
29-31.  1913.    Tons  droits  reserves. 

GLOBES  AND  MAPS.  A  teachers  manual.  By  Leon  O.  Wiswell, 
School  Libraries  Inspector,  New  York  State  Education  Dept.  Rand  Mc- 
Nally  &  Company. 

Periodical  Notes. 

The  JoiiniAl  of  the  JmeHean  MediccU  A$9oei<Ui<m  for  Febnuur  perttDently  aakt:   **  Do 
yon  know  what  ophthalmia  neonatornm  means?   It  is  the  tcientine  name  for  haby*f  tore 

See.  It  meant  a  pnt  dlseharxe  f  lom  the  eyes  and  lids  of  little  new-born  bahiea.  It  means 
at  the  baby's  eyes  have  been  infected  at  the  time  of  birth  or  soon  afterward.  There  are 
OTor  one  hnndred  thousand  blind  people  in  the  United  States  to-day.  orer  ten  thousand  of 
them  have  been  made  blind  by  this  disease.  Enon^h  people  are  made  blind  by  this  disease 
alone  erery  few  years  to  populate  a  fttirly  sised  ei^,  because  of  the  carelessness  or  neglect 
of  some  one  in  caring  for  the  little  new-bom  babies.  It  is  an  awful  rseponsibOlty  when 
through  such  carelessness  or  neglect  a  baby  is  allowed  to  become  blind  for  life." 

If  you  want  to  have  a  real  good  laugh  get  after  the  funny  paragraphs  In  £toptoeo<t*« 
-^  .^ --^_ -*-_._  •_jrL — i  Lif e c — «-»--^  *- --•-* -^  — -  — ^«- 


M<ig<uAM.  It  beats  Puck,  Jnc&e  and  Ufe  combined  in  this  respect,  and  its  s<iuibs,  anec- 
dotes and  rhymes  are  always  clean  and  wholesome  as  well  as  witty. 

Inlhe  Attantie MatUMy  for  February  Principal  Alfred  E.  Steams  of  Phillips  AndoTer 
Academy  has  a  fine  article  on  Athletics  and  Morals.  Educators  and  athletes  alike  wiH  find 
It  interesting  reading. 

The  North  American  Review  has  a  reasonable  reason  for  the  use  of  **  yes  I"  instead  of 
**  yea-a,"  "  eh-a,"  **  eh-up,^'  and  all  the  other  corruptions. 

*'  A  Great  Jew  "  is  the  title  of  an  Inspiring  story  in  McClure*$  MoQcuHne  for  February. 
It  relates  to  the  man  who  has  Just  become  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England. 
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Devoted  to  the  Science,   Art,   Philosophy  and  Literature 
of  Education 

Vol.    XXXIV.  APRIL,  1914  No.  8 

The  Training  of  English  Teachers 

Rbpobt^of  thb  Committee  of  The  New  Enolaih)  Association 
OF  Teaohebs  of  English. 

"}Ey  the  Committee  on  the  Training  of  English 
Teachers,  in  submitting  our  report,  desire  first  to 
explain  to  the  members  of  the  Association  the  limits 
we  have  set  for  ourselves.  The  phrase  English 
K^  teachers  in  its  broad  connotation  includes  teachers 
in  all  grades  of  schools,  but  in  its  narrower  and 
more  technical  meaning  it  refers  to  those  who  are 
specialists  in  their  field — ^those  whose  instruction 
is  largely  restricted  to.  English.  Thus  narrowed,  the  term  has, 
for  the  purpose  of  this  inquiry,  been  interpreted  to  include  only 
those  whose  English  teaching  is  being  done  in  the  colleges  and 
in  the  secondary  schools. 

We  are  glad  to  allude  in  passing  to  the  splendid  work  which 
the  state  and  city  normal  schools  are  doing  for  those  who  teach 
English  in  our  elementary  grades.  Such  work  was  early  organ- 
'  ized  and  has  been  carried  out  with  rare  industry  and  skill,  and  is 
now  accepted  as  a  necessary  part  of  the  training  of  those  who 
teach  reading,  grammar,  and  composition  in  grades  below  the 
high  schools.  Indeed,  the  successful  work  accomplished  in  this, 
field  has  been  one  of  the  motives  that  has  prompted  our  present 
inquiry. 

Our  investigation  has  been  limited  as  to  territory.  We  know 
that  Teachers  College  at  Columbia  University  and  many  of  the 
colleges  and  universities  of  the  Middle  West  and  the  Far  West 
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have  done  most  efficient  service  in  the  training  of  students  for 
future  English  teaching  in  colleges  and  in  secondary  schools.  As 
a  committee,  however,  we  have  made  no  detailed  study  of  the  scope 
and  the  method  of  this  work  throughout  the  United  States.  We 
have  elected  to  make  our  investigation  regional  in  character — ^to 
learn  in  detail  of  the  conditions,  actual  and  possible,  in  New 
England  alone. 

We  were  interested  first  in  discovering  what  has  been  attempted 
in  the  training  of  secondary  teachers,  not  along  special  English 
lines,  but  along  all  lines  of  high  school  instruction  and  adminis- 
tration. We  have  learned  that  it  is  only  in  recent  years  that  a 
need  for  the  training  of  secondary  teachers  has  been  strong  enou^ 
to  induce  the  institutions  of  higher  education  to  take  up  this 
work  in  any  systematic  way.  In  New  England,  Clark  University 
was  a  pioneer.  Harvard,  Brown,  Wellesley,  Radcliffe,  and  Mount 
Holyoke  had  within  the  next  ten  years  followed  the  example 
which  Clark  University  had  set  in  1899.  Since  1899  there  have 
been  similar  educational  courses  established  at  Sinmions,  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maine,  Middlebury,  University  of  Vermont,  Massachu- 
setts Agricultural  College,  Yale,  Rhode  Island  State,  Bowdoin, 
Smith,  and  Boston  University. 

These  departments  have  emphasized  only  indirectly  the  train- 
ing of  English  teachers.  The  courses  have  treated  the  general 
problems  of  education,  have  analyzed  general  conditions  in  sec- 
<mdary  education,  and  incidentally  have  touched  upon  instruction 
in  English. 

For  several  years  Brown,  Harvard,  Radcliffe,  and  Wellesley 
have  made  provision  for  practice  teaching;  and  here  very  direct 
and  very  special  trUining  has  been  given  in  the  teaching  of  Eng- 
lish. Many  students  in  the  educational  departments  of  these  col- 
leges have  been  allowed  to  take  charge  of  the  classes  in  the  neigh- 
boring high  schools.  By  this  arrangement,  a  student  has  been 
granted  the  opportunity  to  teach  a  given  English  class  for  a  half- 
year,  and  in  some  cases  for  a  full  year. 

In  this  practice  work  the  student-teacher  has  received  the  criti- 
cism of  some  member  of  the  college  staff  and  also  the  criticism  of 
some  member  of  the  school  staff — either  the  head  of  the  English 
department  or  the  high  school  principal  or  both.    In  general  there 
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has  been  no  cooperation  with  the  English  departments  of  the 
colleges  offering  the  instruction. 

But  in  other  ways  the  English  departments  in  the  "Sew  Eng- 
land colleges  have  from  &e  day  of  their  oi^anization  been  fitting 
their  graduates  to  teach  English  in  other  colleges  and  in  secondary 
schools.  Boston  XTniversity,  throun^  her  courses  in  English  lit- 
erature and  English  composition,  has  been  continuously  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  many  of  her  graduates  would  go  directly  into  the 
secondary  schools  to  teach  English ;  she  has  therefore  deliberately 
adjusted  her  methods  of  instruction  to  serve  this  large  clientele. 
And  this  condition  has  likewise  influenced  the  instruction  in  other 
Kew  England  colleges  where  many  of  the  graduates  have  ex- 
pected to  teach  high  school  Englidi.  Harvard  and  Yale  have 
known  that  their  graduate  students  in  English  would,  for  the 
most  part,  take  for  their  life  work  the  teaching  of  College  Eng- 
lish, but  their  emphasis  has  fallen  on  scholarship  and  has  only  in- 
cidentally touched  upon  the  pedagogical  methods  that  their  gradu- 
ates should  later  employ. 

In  many  cases  the  methods  used  by  professors  of  English  in 
New  England  have  been  methods  that  the  student,  promoted  to  a 
teacher,  could  profitably  adopt  The  inspiration  of  real  peda- 
gogical skill  has  somehow  been  unconsciously  imparted.  In  many 
other  cases  these  inexperienced  teachers,  emerging  from  years  of 
research  methods,  have  not  easily  recovered  from  the  chilling 
effect  of  attempting  to  teach  English  composition  to  crude  college 
freshmen.  The  courses  in  the  graduate  school,  Gothic  and  Old 
French,  for  example,  have  not  necessarily  been  of  value  in  helping 
them  to  meet  the  practical  problem  of  handling  English  classes 
efficiently. 

Although  these  facts  have  for  a  long  time  been  patent  to  the 
college  authorities — and  most  of  all  to  the  English  staff — ^it  is 
only  recently  that  the  English  departments  of  the  New  England 
colleges  have  begun  to  offer  courses  specifically  designed  for  the 
training  of  English  teachers.  The  most  direct  attempt — as  far 
as  this  committee  is  aware — ^is  a  course  begun  in  1013  at  Harvard 
University — a  course  officially  designated  as  English  67.* 

*A  full  account  of  this  course,  written  by  Professor  Oreenough,  is  published 
in  the  'Ihigllsh  Journal'*,  February,  1918.  From  that  article  the  facts  In- 
corporated in  this  report  are  taken. 
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Mofit  of  those  who  elect  this  course  are  graduate  students  who 
expect  to  teach  English  the  ensuing  year  to  college  freshmen. 
This  course,  as  organized  by  Professor  C.  N.  Qreenough,  has  two 
distinct  functions.  Its  aims  are  (1)  to  perfect  the  student  in  the 
art  of  writing,  and  (2)  to  give  distinct  help  in  the  teaching  of 
English  composition.  It  is  the  second  of  these  aims  that  directly 
concerns  our  committee. 

From  Professor  Qreenough's  paper  in  the  English  Ja^muU  we 
learn  that  provision  is  made  for  three  distinct  branches  of  teacher- 
training:  '^(1)  observation  of  actual  work  in  English  A  (a  pre- 
scribed course  in  English  Composition)  ;  (2)  practice  in  correction 
of  manuscript;  (8)  practice,  in  instruction  by  conference  and  by 
class  exercise." 

To  observe  systematically  the  work  in  English  A,  the  themes  6f 
ten  English  A  students  are  continuously  open  to  the  inspection  of 
each  student  in  English  67,  a  separate  group  for  each  prospective 
teacher.  Each  man  in  English  67  arranges  systematically  the 
errors  which  these  freshmen  make,  notes  the  methods  used  for 
their  elimination,  and  watches  their  rate  of  disappearance.  He 
comes  to  know  what  type  of  subjects  are  suitable  for  freshmen, 
what  reading  should  accompany  the  composition  work,  and  a  hun- 
dred useful  items  that  an  inexperienced  teacher  learns  in  practice 
only  at  tremendous  cost. 

The  students  in  English  67  get  their  experience  in  theme  cor- 
recting by  criticizing  each  other's  themes  and  by  criticizing  se- 
lected freshmen  themes  that  have  been  printed  in  wide  spacings 
with  all  errors  retained.  This  latter  device  is  particularly  well 
designed  for  class-room  criticism  and  for  the  instructor's  specific 
comments. 

Practice  in  instruction  is  secured  by  having  the  student  pre- 
pare lectures  suited  to  college  freshmen  on  whidi  he  receives  criti- 
cism from  his  fellow  students  and  from  the  professor  in  charge. 
Conference  methods  are  illustrated  by  allowing  the  student  to 
talk  with  the  professor  about  the  errors  made  on  the  ten  English 
A  papers.  ' 

From  this  brief  smnmary  it  is  easily  apparent  that  Ilarvard  is 
doing  systematic  work  in  llie  direct  training  of  English  teachers. 
The  student  who  takes  English  67  is  made  consciously  aware 
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of  pedagogical  methods.  He  learns  under  supervision  practical 
ways  of  planning  composition  courses  and  well-tried  devices  for 
the  elimination  of  recurring  types  of  errors.  He  has  the  oppor- 
tunity of  having  his  lectures  to  imaginary  freshmen  adequately 
criticized;  and  he  gets  practice  in  conference  work.  When  we 
remember  that  to  all  these  advantages  is  added  the  opportunity 
to  observe  the  constant  work  of  an  experienced  teacher  conducted 
in  an  atmosphere  that  has  inevitably  aroused  a  curiosity  concern- 
ing true  pedagogical  principles,  we  can  easily  understand  the 
faith  which  the  Department  of  English  at  Harvard  has  in  the 
effectiveness  of  this  newly  organized  course. 

A  course  for  prospective  high  school  teachers  of  English,  less 
elaborate  but  somewhat  similar  in  design,  has  been  conducted  for 
several  years  by  Professor  Clara  F.  Stevens  at  Mount  Holyoke 
OoUege.  A  graduate  has  supplied  us  with  the  following  brief 
oomment  on  the  course. 

^The  aim  of  the  Teachers'  English  Course  at  Mount  Holyoke 
was  to  familiarize  its  students,  so  far  as  possible,  with  the  condi- 
tions and  demands  of  high  school  English  teaching.  To  this  end, 
typical  books  from  the  college  entrance  list  were  studied  with  a 
view  to  teaching  them.  The  following  questions  were  considered : 
the  best  year  for  teaching  a  given  book;  the  probable  allowance 
of  time;  the  essential  points  to  be  brought  out;  the  amount  of 
reading  aloud  in  the  class-room ;  the  possible  composition  subjects 
based  upon  selections.  General  teaching  plans  for  each  high  school 
year  were  outlined  and  exchanged  for  criticisnL  The  plan  for  the 
freshman  year  was  later  made  in  detail,  covering  every  recitation. 
Complete  outlines  of  the  work  on  certain  books  were  made. 

^Tor  advice  and  information  on  the  problems  of  teaching  Eng- 
lish, each  student  was  referred  to  some  former  member  of  the 
class  or  college  who  was  then  teaching  English.  Sets  of  themes 
secured  from  these  sources  were  discussed,  graded,  and  returned. 
Accounts  of  experiments  in  any  line  of  the  work  were  welcomed. 
At  least  one  report  of  a  visit  to  a  high  school  class  in  the  subject 
was  required. 

^^ach  student  had  one  chance  to  conduct  the  class  as  though 
it  were  some  high  school  section.  The  lesson  for  the  day  was  in- 
dicated as  a  review  of  The  Tale  of  Two  Cities,  a  comparative 
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study  of  two  Idylls  of  the  King,  or  a  reading  lesson  in  Julius 
CoLesar.  These  experiments  were  followed  by  frank  discussion 
of  the  leader's  success  and  her  probable  plan  for  the  period. 

''The  final  paper  was  the  result  of  three  months'  investigation 
of  some  topic  connected  with  the  teaching  of  hi^  school  En^isL 

''What  I  gained  from  the  course  was  not  a  set  of  teaching  plans 
— I  have  never  used  mine — ^but  a  habit  of  mind  which  has  saved 
me  incalculable  time.  I  learned  to  see  a  long  way  ahead,  and  to 
see  each  recitation  in  relation  to  larger  wholes, — the  plan  for 
the  week,  the  plan  for  the  book,  and  the  plan  for  the  work  of  the 
year.'' 

So  far  as  the  committee  knows,  the  only  other  course  in  New 
England  that  has  offered  to  secondary  teachers  of  English  the 
same  sort  of  direct  and  specialized  training,  is  the  course  which 
was  offered  last  summer  at  the  Hyannis  Simmier  School  by  the 
chairman  of  this  committee. 

Tholde  who  elected  the  course  were  for  the  most  part  teachers 
who  had  already  had  experience  in  teaching  English;  but  they 
elected  the  work  for  the  purpose  of  getting  new  conceptions  of 
methods  and  of  questioning  those  methods  they  had  already 
used.  The  work  was  conducted  as  a  seminar.  The  discussions 
centered  around  three  themes:  (1)  grammar;  (2)  composition; 
(8)  literature. 

The  .practical  value  of  technical  grammar  was  discussed  in 
its  various  phases.  In  composition  the  students  of  the  course 
wrote  themes  which  were  corrected  by  one  another  and  by  the 
instructor  in  charge.  The  class  discussed  such  topics  as  the  rela- 
tive value  of  themes  based  on  the  literature  and  of  themes  based 
on  experience,  the  number  of  themes  to  be  written  during  a  school 
year,  the  question  of  rewriting  themes,  the  relative  value  of  the 
long  and  the  short  themes,  the  best  methods  for  the  eradication 
of  specific  types  of  errors,  the  handling  of  oral  composition  work 
and  the  relative  time  to  be  spent  upon  it 

In  dealing  with  literature  the  class  took  for  practical  study 
and  recitation,  types  of  the  various  selections  common  to  the  hi^ 
school  course — ^lyric  forms,  a  drama,  an  essay,  a  short  story,  and 
a  novel.  By  taking  these  up  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  way  they 
would  be  taken  up  in  a  high  school  course,  the  students  got  new 
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eonoeptione  of  the  general  method  of  treatment^  the  types  of 
questions  to  be  asked^  and  the  devices  by  which  new  interest 
might  be  aroused  Such  practical  questions  as  the  handling  of 
outside  reading,  the  relative  attention  to  be  paid  to  modem  and 
to  classic  literature,  the  use  of  magazines,  care  in  giving  assign- 
ments, the  high  school  play,  the  mastery  of  new  words  and  allu- 
sions— ^these  and  a  score  of  related  topics  were  formally  and  in- 
formally discussed.  Freedom  in  askii^  questions  and  willingness 
to  contribute  personal  experiences  added  largely  to  the  helpfulness 
of  the  course. 

Your  committee  has  gone  further  than  to  record  what  is  already 
being  done  for  the  training  of  English  teachers.  We  have  secured 
from  teachers — ^principally  from  those  having  but  a  few  years' 
experience — ^a  mass  of  testimony  concerning  the  methods  they 
would  pursue  were  they — ^in  the  light  of  their  present  experience — 
to  set  about  systematically  to  prepare  themselves  to  teach  English. 

This  information  has  been  secured  in  two  ways.  (1)  We  have 
invited  into  conference  groups  of  teachers  who  have  given  us 
information  designed  to  aid  us  in  offering  to  prospective 
English  teachers,  advice  that  has  the  support  of  experience.  (2) 
We  have  also  sent  to  many  young  teachers — graduates  of  New 
England  colleges — ^the  set  of  topics  and  questions  which  follows, 
and  have  asked  for  their  written  comments. 

QUESTIONNAIRE  ON  THE  TRAINING  FOR 
ENGLISH  TEACHING. 

1.  A  brief  description  of  your  college  training  in  English. 

2.  Your  present  work. 

8.  A  brief  comment  on  courses,  other  than  English  course,  that 
have  proved  helpful  to  you  in  your  work  as  an  English  teacher. 

4.  English  courses  that  have  proved  especially  helpfal  to  you  in 
your  English  teaching. 

(a)  Furnishing  material. 

(b)  Directly  aiding  you  in  methods  of  instruction. 

5.  Mention  courses — English  or  non-English — ^whose  omission  you 
regret.    Comment. 

6.  Mention  any  non-English  courses,  taken  with  the  idea  that  they 
would  aid  your  English  teaching,  that  proved  disappointing  or 
fruitless.     Comment. 
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7.  Do  you  think  of  any  type  of  coarse  tiiat  should  be  added  to  the 
college  English  cnrriculum — such,  for  example,  as  an  advanced 
survey  course  on  the  study  of  literary  moVements? 

8.  Would  you  have  been  helped  by  a  course  specially  designed  for 
the  training  of  English  teachers? 

(a)  Would  this  be  equally  helpful  in  composition  and  in 

literature? 
£b)  Should  such  a  course  be  given  by  a  number  of  the  staff 

or  by  some  one  from  the  Department  of  Education? 

(c)  If  designed  for  secondary  English  work,  should  such 
a  course  be  given  by  a  college  professor  or  by  a  high 
school  teadier? 

(d)  Would  such  a  course  be  more  helpful  after,  or  before, 
or  during  a  period  of  actual  teaching  experience? 

(e)  Should  it  be  accompanied  by  practice  teaching? 

9.  Be  sure  to  add  to  this  any  details  that  occur  to  you  as  of  possible 
help  to  the  committee.  Do  not  avoid  being  personal  and  in- 
formal. Emphasize  the  experiences  that  have  proved  of  excep- 
tional worth,  and  elaborate  these  fully.  Bemember  that  we  are 
working  to  help  a  future  generation  of  English  teachers. 

The  committee  will  assume  the  privilege  of  making  free  use 
of  all  contributed  material,  except  such  matter  as  you  may  prefer 
to  designate  as  confidential. 
From  a  close  study  of  both  the  oral  testimony  and  the  written 
replies  to  the  questionnaire,  we  have  drawn  the  following  sum- 
mary, omitting  comments  on  answers  to  Questions  One,  Two,  and 
Nine.    Questions  One  and  Two  were  included  for  the  purpose  of 
measuring  personaf  bias ;  the  answers  to  Question  Nine  are  dis- 
tributed within  the  summary. 


QinSSTION   THBEE 

As  English  study  is  limitless  in  extent  it  is  easy  to  understand 
why  the  teachers  have  found  the  non-English  courses  continually 
contributing  to  their  work.  Even  the  very  partial  and  selected 
enumerations  of  our  correspondents  are  extensive  and  varied: 

Greek,  Latin,  French  Classic  Drama,  Gterman  Literature,  Dante 
in  the  original.  Homer  in  English,  Classical  Drama,  Historical 
and  Literary  study  of  the  Bible,  Poetics,  History,  Philosophy, 
Logic,  Psychology,  Art  History,  and  Mathematics. 

As  a  typical  answer  to  question  three  we  quote  the  following: 

"My  courses  in  history,  philosophy,  and  foreign  languages. 
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especially  classics^  have  been  invaluable  to  me  as  student  and 
teacher  of  English  literature.  I  can  think  of  no  single  study  which 
has  done  so  much  to  enrich  my  mind  and  deepen  my  understand- 
ing of  literature  and  life  as  that  of  Dante^  nor  do  I  believe  that  I 
should  have  profited  more^  as  a  teacher^  by  substituting  therefor 
one  or  several  courses  in  nineteenth  century  English  literature, 
composition,  psychology,  or  pedagogy.  Mudx  the  same  might  be 
said  of  my  study  in  tiie  original  of  some  other  masterpieces  of 
world  literature,  for  example,  Faust^ 

QUESTION   FOUB 

In  answering  Question  Four — ^the  English  courses  that  proved 
especially  helpful  either  in  furnishing  material  or  providing  hints 
for  methods  of  instruction — our  correspondents  mention  specifi- 
cally nearly  every  type  of  course  now  offered  by  the  English  de- 
partments of  our  colleges.  It  is  notable,  however,  that  compara- 
tively few  mention  the  courses  in  composition.  Far  more  help, 
apparently,  has  come  through  the  literature  courses — at  least  it 
is  the  literature  courses  that  are  mentioned. 

One  high  school  teacher  phrases  his  experience  thus: 

"I  learned  all  the  method  I  have  from  two  men  utterly  different 
in  matter  and  in  manner.  But  both  were  without  pedantry;  both 
believed  that  teaching  literature  w^s  imparting  life ;  and  they  read 
and  acted,  re-created  for  us  the  life  of  the  time  and  writer,  and 
preached  at  us  when  we  were  unaware.  There  was  little  of  the 
dead  and  buried  questioning  to  which  the  class  is  often  subjected, 
but  we  were  compelled  to  learn.  No  one  was  compelled  by  threat 
or  fear;  but  we  were  led  to  the  fountain  and  convinced  that  the 
water  of  life  was  within  our  reach.  And  only  a  fool  would  go 
away  thirsty." 

There  is  common  mention  of  the  fact  that  helpful  methods  were 
more  frequently  learned  from  the  teachers  in  the  secondary  school 
than  ifi  college.  Two  correspondents  who  have  had  normal  school 
training — one  in  the  Boston  Normal  School  and  one  in  a  state  nor- 
mal— speak  in  strong  approval  of  the  pedagogical  training  there 
received.  Two  others  have  mentioned  their  talks  with  their  profes- 
sors outside  of  class  as  offering  them  the  best  kind  of  help  in  class 
management  and  method. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


482  Education  far  April 

OqA  of  the  varying  testimony  given  in  answer  to  Question  I^our 
one  fact  oomes  out  with  emphasis, — it  is  not  the  specific  type  of 
course  that  has  proved  most  helpful;  it  is  the  personality  of  the 
teacher  who  directed  the  course.  Many  professors  of  English  in 
our  Xew  England  colleges  are  named — men  whose  insist  and 
sympathy  have  won  high  respect  and  have  spurred  the  students 
on  to  hi^er  attainment  Sometimes  the  devices  and  methods 
of  these  college  teachers  have  been  adopted  and  have  proved  sue- ' 
cessful  in  practice.  More  often  the  personality  of  the  college 
teacher  has  supplied  the  stimulus  that  had  enabled  the  student, 
when  promoted  to  teacher,  to  work  out  his  own  methods. 

QUESTIONS    FIVE    AND    SIX 

Some  of  the  college  courses  that  our  correspondents  regret 
having  omitted  are  named  below: 

1.  Early  English  Literature. 

2.  Fine  Arts  and  Aesthetic  Theory. 
8.     Logic 

4.  Elocu^tion — ^Public  Speaking. 

5.  Greek  and  Advanced  Latin. 

6.  History. 

7.  Science. 

8.  Nineteenth  Century  Philosophy. 

9.  Economics  and  Sociology. 

10.  Anglo-Saxon. 

11.  Shakespeare. 

12.  Elementary  Italian. 

13.  Dante. 

14.  A  Course  in  Criticism. 

15.  History  of  American  Literature. 

It  is  noted  that  few  have  expressed  regret  for  not  taking  more 
modem  language  courses;  though  this  may  be  explained  by  the 
f act^  that  most  students  naturally  interested  in  English  have  stud- 
ied French  and  Gterman.  It  is  of  further  significance,  moreover, 
that  those  who  have  taken  modem  language  courses,  give  em- 
phatic testimony  to  their  value  as  an  aid  to  English  study  and 
teaching. 
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The  mofit  oommon  regret  of  these  teachers  is  their  lack  of  his- 
torical information.  This  lack  haa  been  most  keenly  felt  con- 
cerning English  history^  though  there  is  plentiful  contrition  for 
the  neglect  of  the  college  courses  in  ancient  and  mediaeval  his- 
tory. The  necessary  background  has  been  in  some  measure  later 
supplied  by  independent  reading  and  self-directed  study,  but  the 
process  has  been  wastefuL  Competent  guidance  in  college  would 
have  saved  tremendously  in  time  and  in  energy.  Several  teachers 
have  mentioned,  however,  the  help  that  has  been  rendered  them  by 
such  historians  as  Green,  Gardiner,  and  Cheyney  and  the  general 
consensus  of  opinion  is  that  diligent  reading  will  largely  overcome 
the  deficiency. 

There  is  an  expression  of  general  disappointment  in.  the  courses 
in  psychology  and  pedagogy,  though  here  and  there  a  witness  rises 
to  their  defence.  Some  of  the  courses  failed  to  appeal  because 
they  emphasized  the  physiological  side  and  neglected  the  appli- 
cation of  psychological  principles  to  educational  practice.  The 
courses  in  education  for  many  were  equally  futile. 

A  college  teacher  writes : 

^'A  course  in  Institutes  and  Methods  of  Education  I  once  took 
for  conscience'  sake.  Perhaps  I  acquired  thereby  some  merit 
that  I  know  not  of,  but  I  remember  that  at  the  time  the  study 
seemed  singularly  barren  and  I  am  not  now  conscious  of  its  having 
been  of  assistance  in  my  teaching." 

A  similar  opinion  is  expressed  by  a  high  school  teacher: 

"In  my  senior  year  at  college  I  took  a  course  in  contemporary 
education  which  I  thought  would  be  helpful.  I  was  disappointed, 
for  it  gave  too  much  theory  and  too  little  practice.  We  answered 
page  after  page  of  questions  in  regard  to  ideal  teaching,  but 
really  gained  little  idea  of  what  our  individual  problems  in  the 
teaching  profession  would  be." 

Another  high  school  teacher  expresses  a  similar  view  in  a  more 
caustic  vein : 

"The  work  in  psychology  and  education  is  supposed  to  have  a 
special  application  to  the  teaching  of  high  school  studies,  but  it 
has  had  no  influence  in  shaping  my  work.  The  boys  and  girls  of 
Massachusetts  are  not  much  like  our  college  professor  or  our 
text-book." 
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A  few  oorrespondents^  however,  acknowledge  the  help  ihey  de- 
rived from  the  courses  in  psychology  and  education.  Their  de- 
fence suggests  possibilities  that  teachers  of  these  courses  have 
sometimes  overlooked  If  the  instruction  can  be  kept  safely  within 
practical  limits  and  not  be  allowed  to  evaporate  into  vague  and 
misty  theory,  there  is  no  reason  why  courses  in  education — ^particu- 
larly if  they  be  accompanied  by  practice-teaching — ^may  not  be 
made  helpful  and  stimulating.  But  again,  as  always,  it  is  person- 
ality that  counts  most 

QUESTION   SBVBir 

The  answers  to  Question  Seven  offer  various  suggestions  for  en- 
riching the  English  curriculum.  In  listing  them  below  the  com- 
mittee is  aware  that  many  of  these  courses  are  already  offered  in 
several  of  the  New  England  colleges.    The  suggestions  follow: 

1.  An  advanced  survey  course  on  literature. 

2.  Oral  interpretation  of  literature. 

3.  English  history  with  special  stress  on  the  social  movements. 

4.  Nineteenth  century  literature  with  special  study  of  the 
romantic  poets. 

5.  Magazine  literature — ^not  a  composition  but  a  literature 
course. 

6.  The  Bible  as  literature. 

7.  Foreign  literature  in  translation. 

8.  Philosophy  in  its  relation  to  English  literature. 

Most  of  these  courses,  we  have  noted,  are  already  in  several  of 
our  colleges,  but  it  is  significant  that  teachers  who  have 
not  had  opportunity  to  take  them,  have  felt  their  lacL  We  would 
therefore  commend  the  list  to  the  t^nsideration  of  all  the  colleges. 
Particularly  do  we  wish  to  direct  attention  to  the  need  felt  for  a 
course  in  the  oral  interpretation  of  literature.  We  recognize  the 
danger  of  striving  for  mere  elocutionary  effect,  but  this  is  no 
more  fatal  than  the  cold  and  prolonged  analysis  of  separate 
phrases.  We  believe  that  with  the  need  once  universally  recog- 
nized the  colleges  will  find  a  way  to  conduct  efficient  courses  in 
oral  interpretation. 

We  would  add  to  this  the  desire  expressed  for  more  work  in 
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appreeiatioiu  A  Tale  inBtructor  writes^  "If  in  literary  courses 
less  scholarship  and  History  were  taught^  and  the  subject  consid- 
ered more  in  its  artistic  significance^  the  subject  of  English  litera- 
ture would  in  my  opinion  become  more  vital  and  more  beneficial." 

QUBSTION  EIGHT 

Our  concluding  question  concerns  the  value  of  a  course  specially 
designed  for  the  training  of  English  teachers.  Asked  to  express 
his  opinion  of  the  value  of  such  a  course,  one  correspondent 
writes:  "I  have  had  no  experience  with  such  courses.  I  am  scep- 
tical in  regard  to  their  value  because  I  feel  that  method  and  sys- 
tem are  often  obtained  at  the  expense  or  to  the  suppression  of 
personality  and  originality,  which  are  far  more  important  Such 
training  ^ould  follow  and  not  precede  actual  teaching."  One 
other  correspondent  expressed  a  similar  view. 

There  is,  on  the  other  hand,  very  general  agreement  that  a 
course  specially  designed  for  the  training  of  English  teachers 
would  undoubtedly  prove  helpful.  Most  of  the  teachers  confess 
to  vague,  indefinite,  imshaped  ideas  concerning  the  methods  they 
used  in  their  first  classes.  Often  these  beginners  tried  to  carry 
out  in  the  high  school  class-room  the  methods  used  by  the  college 
professors.  Common  sense  sooner  or  later  asserted  itself  and  de- 
manded methods  of  a  more  elementary  type.  A  few  acknowledged 
reliance  upon  the  methods  successfully  used  by  their  own  hi^ 
school  teachers.  This  proved  especially  helpful  with  those  who 
had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  their  high  school  English  under 
teachers  of  a  virile  and  dominating  personality. 

Even  in  such  cases,  however,  there  was  a  strong  testimony  con- 
cerning the  help  that  a.  strictly  pedagogical  training  would  have 
given.  Such  a  course  would  have  supplied  the  young  teacher  with 
the  refuge  of  authority  and  provided  a  feeling  of  confidence 
solacing  to  the  period  of  inexperience  where  the  learner  is  still 

"Cabined,  cribbed,  confined,  bound  in 
To  saucy  doubts  and  fears." 

Almost  without  exception  the  teachers  urge  that  such  a  course 
should  be  given  by  some  one  from  the  Department  of  English 
rather  than  from  the  Department  of  Education,  though  many 
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qualify  this  by  saying  that  after  all  the  determining  factor  should 
be  personality  rather  than  department  allegiance.  The  prefer- 
ence for  the  English  teacher,  however,  is  supported  by  a  belief 
that  his  instruction  would  be  less  hampered  by  elaborate  theory, 
and  would  be  vitalized  by  the  practice  of  his  own  art  in  the  more 
restricted  English  field. 

Whether  courses  for  high  school  English  should  be  conducted 
by  high  school  or  college  teachers  is  an  open  question.  A  very 
large  majority  of  our  correspondents  express  a  preference  for  a 
high  school  teacher.  As  in  the  preceding  case,  however,  the 
question  is  felt  to  be  very  largely  a  matter  of  training  and  per- 
sonality. But  the  high  school  teachers  are  insistent  that  he  who 
conducts  such  a  course,  whether  he  be  a  teacher  in  college  or  in 
high  school,  should  have  had  experience  in  teaching  English  in  the 
secondary  schools.  They  want  the  background  to  be  the  back- 
ground of  real  practice — ^not  of  mere  theory. 

Concerning  tiie  desirability  of  offering  training  courses  in  col- 
leges, we  quote  below  two  representative  opinions  given  by  two  of 
our  correspondents,  both  of  them  high  school  teachers. 

^'I  am  sure  that  a  college  course  designed  for  the  training  of 
English  teachers  would  have  given  me  much  in  method  that  has 
been  slowly  realized,  and  invented,  in  actual  experience — ^with 
no  small  loss  to  some  classes — ^in  the  teaching  of  both  literature 
and  composition*  Such  {i  course  could  be  associated  with  the  work 
of  the  Department  of  Education  but  I  think  it  should  be  directed 
by  the  English  staff,  that  the  material  gained  in  the  other  courses 
of  the  department  might  be  more  readily  made  the  basis  of  the 
pedagogical  study  and  practice.  It  would  be  very  valuable  to 
have  successful  high  school  teachers  of  English  present  their 
methods  in  connection  with  special  divisions  of  English  study; 
drama,  lyrics,  novel^  current  literature,  narrative  writing,  and  ar- 
gumentation. Several  such  assistants,  giving  a  few  periods' 
instruction  in  the  course,  would  greatly  increase  its  value.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  course  should  be  planned  and  chiefly  carried  on  by 
some  member  of  the  English  staff,  familiar — ^in  particular  witii 
the  various  English  courses,  and — ^in  general — ^with  the  courses 
of  the  curriculum.'* 

The  second  correspondent  writes: 
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"Most  emphatically,  I  should  have  been  helped  by  a  course  for 
the  training  of  English  teachers.  As  it  was,  my  first  year  was  a 
series  of  laboratory  experiments,  a  rather  blind  attempt  to  relate 
practice  and  theory — a  process  which  still  continues.  On  leaving 
0(^ege  I  had  absolutely  no  conception  of  a  high  school  student's 
standpoint,  of  what  a  high  school  English  course  should  aim  at, 
of  what  methods  were  advisable  in  the  teaching  of  either  litera- 
ture or  composition. 

"A  course  such  as  is  suggested  should,  I  think,  cover  both  litera- 
ture and  composition.  Both  present  grave  difficulties;  both  ac- 
cording to  every  present  judgment  gain  by  co-ordination.  It 
seems  best  to  me  that  the  course  be  given  by  a  member  of  the 
English  department  well  versed  in  the  principles  of  teaching,  who 
has  by  personal  experience  tested  these  in  secondary  schools.  The 
course  diould  be  accompanied  by  practice  teaching;  a  theory  may 
run  glibly  from  the  lips  of  an  untried  teacher  but  the  successful 
practice  of  that  theory  on  some  forty  odd  diverse  personalities  is, 
to  quote  Eliding,  ^another  story.' 

"I  am  greedy :  before  during  and  after  practice  teaching,  seems 
to  me  wisest;  a  preventive,  an  invigorative  tonic,  and  an  elixir  for 
renewed  life;  or  perhaps  from  the  stand-point  of  the  scientist  in 
embryo,  a  hypothesis,  a  test,  and  then  deductions.  For  almost  no 
other  profession  it  seems  to  me  are  men  and  women  so  poorly 
trained.  More  and  more  each  year  as  I  see  classes  going  out  from 
my  care,  does  the  realization  strike  home  of  how  much  more  they 
^uld  get  than  they  are  getting.  For  in  no  other  subject  is 
there  so  great  a  possibility  of  teaching  life  in  its  full." 

Most  of  those  who  gave  us  their  testimony  were  insistent  con- 
cerning the  unquestioned  value  of  practice  teaching.  Those  who 
have  had  such  experience  urged  its  great  value ;  those  who  viewed 
the  question  on  purely  theoretical  grounds  likewise  favored  it 
strongly.  Where  conditions  allow  it,  the  committee  would  strongly 
urge  that  practice  teaching  be  developed  and  extended. 

Slightly  different  from  practice  teaching  as  the  term  is  usually 
employed,  is  the  English  assistant's  work  as  developed  in  the 
Newton  High  School.  There  the  policy  of  the  school  is  to  take  a 
college  graduate  without  experience,  give  her  a  light  teaching 
schedule  and  a  large  amount  of  theme  correcting  and  let  her  work 
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under  dose  supervision.  The  possibilities  of  such  training  are 
voiced  by  one  of  our  correspondents  who  for  a  year  was  the  special 
assistant  in  English  at  Newton: 

^'Heads  of  departments  in  high  schools  cannot  realize  too  fully 
their  rare  equipment  as  teachers  of  pedagogy.  In  the  midst  of 
the  work  themselves,  they  can  give  the  most  helpful  of  training  to 
an  inexperienced  teacher  in  their  department  Large  schoob 
migh$  well  establish  a  tradition  of  apprentices,  taking  each  year 
a  eoUege  girl  without  experience,  entrusting  to  her  a  class  or  two, 
and  making  her  sufficiently  useful  in  theme  correcting  and  general 
assistant  duties.  Carried  out  with  the  deliberate  purpose  of  train- 
ing the  apprentice,  this  method  has  possibilities  limited  only  by 
the  missionary  spirit  of  the  experienced  teachers  in  the  depart- 
ment. As  the  plan  is  managed  at  Newton,  the  assistant  is  al- 
lowed to  visit  the  classes  of  the  expert  teachers,  and  to  attend  fre- 
quent department  meetings.  She  is  often  called  upon  to  act  as 
substitute.  She  is  a  specialist  in  theme  correcting.  Direct  super- 
vision from  the  head  of  the  department  is  made  possible  by  her 
limited  schedule.  Since  two  freshmen  classes  are  her  only  por- 
tion, she  has  limited  opportunity  of  doing  lasting  harm  to  the 
school  system,  and  since  her  position  is  subordinate,  she  can  work 
out  her  first  year's  problems  without  the  distraction  of  varied  re- 
sponsibilities. The  two  groups  of  freshmen,  on  the  other  hand, 
offer  ample  material  to  test  her  resourcefulness.  The  inspiration 
of  association  with  enthusiastic  teachers,  and  the  i^vantages  of 
skilled  criticism  and  suggestion  are  hers.  The  fact  that  she  gains 
her  training  through  a  genuine  connection  with  the  school  makes 
the  experience  of  more  value  than  the  artificial  situation  of  the 
temporary  'practice  teacher'." 

CONCLUSION. 

In  summing  up  the  results  of  these  inquiries,  we  may  note  that 
though  many  of  the  points  emphasized  are  in  no  sense  novel,  and 
may  not  suggest  the  introduction  of  changes  in  the  eoUege  cur- 
riculum, yet  they  at  times  <]iraw  attention  to  long-established 
courses  and  principles  whose  pedagogical  value  is  often  under- 
estimated.    Thus  it  has  been  interesting  to  notice  that  young 
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teachers  continue  to  find  substantial  valufe  in  what  training  they 
have  had  in  the  great  classics  of  other  tongues,  ancient  and  mod- 
em. Any  course  that  stimulated  and  strengthened  their  thinking 
powers  or  increased  their  skill  in  expression  has  naturally  been 
gratefully  remembered  and  effectively  applied.  Abundant  cor- 
roboration has  been  given  us  of  the  view  that  the  best  way  to  train 
a  student  to  teach  is  to  put  him  under  good  teachers,  both  in 
secondary  school  and  college.  These  are  certainly  not  discoveries, 
yet  the  frequency  of  their  mention  by  our  correspondents  prompts 
u^  to  record  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  practical  suggestions  have  emerged, 
among  the  most  important  of  which  are  these: 

1.  Opportunities  for  practice  teaching  with  competent  criti- 
cism should  be  provided  wherever  possible.  The  largest  benefit 
from  this  practice  teaching  results  when  the  student  begins  in  the 
fall  and  continues  the  work  throughout  the  year.  He  starts  with 
more  prestige,  and  he  does  not  subject  himself  to  inmiediate  com- 
parison with  the  skilled  teacher. 

2.  The  larger  secondary  schools  might  profit  by  taking  into 
their  employ,  direct  from  the  college,  promising  graduates  who 
intend  to  make  English  teaching  their  profession.  The  combina- 
tion of  a  large  amount  of  theme  correcting  with  a  limited  teaching 
schedule  is  profitable  alike  to  the  graduate  and  the  schooL  For 
this  work  four  or  five  hundred  dollars  would  seem  a  fair  salary. 

3.  Courses  in  the  teaching  of  elementary  composition  and 
literature,  such  as  already  exist  in  some  institutions,  might  well 
be  multiplied.  The  colleges  should  enlist  the  help  of  successful 
secondary  school  teachers  in  the  giving  of  such  courses.  When 
no  place  can  be  found  for  these  courses  in  the  regular  term,  they 
might  advantageously  be  offered  in  summer  schools.  If  the  col- 
lege id  favorably  situated,  Saturday  classes  for  teachers  in  ser- 
vice should  be  formed.  One  of  these  courses  should  be  a  course 
in  methods  designed  for  secondary  schools. 

4.  A  course  in  English  history,  providing  a  background  for 
English  literature. 

5.  More  adequate  instruction  and  practice  in  reading  aloud. 

6.  It  would  seem  worth  while  to  experiment  with  a  course 
giving  a  survey  of  English  literature  for  advanced  students,  in 
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which  more  stress  could  be  laid  upon  the  significance  of  move- 
ments, the  growth  of  types,  and  the  like,  than  is  possible  in  the 
usual  introductory  outline  offered  to  fredmien.  This  mi^t  well 
serve  not  only  to  bring  more  detailed  studies  into  perspective, 
but  also  to  send  out  the  student  with  good  working  plans  for  the 
enriching  of  his  knowledge  of  his  subject  by  private  reading. 

The  nature  of  these  proposals,  as  well  as  their  limited  number, 
suggests  the  conclusion  that,  though  improvements  in  detail  are 
called  for,  yet  the  general  situation  with  regard  to  the  opportuni- 
ties for  the  training  of  teachers  of  English  does  not  justify  appre- 
hension as  to  the  future  of  our  profession. 

Chablbs  SwAur  Thomas, 
William  Allan  Nbilson, 
E.  Charlton  Blaok, 
William  Obb, 
Samuel  Fobs  Holmes. 
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Bt  E.  E.  Gates,  Head  of  Depabtmbitt  of  Histoby, 
Los  Angeles  Militaby  Academy,  Califobnia. 

►HE  old  Greek  legend  representing  the  Muse  of 
History  as  of  divine  lineage,  and  the  oldest  of  her 
sisters,  rested  on  a  philosophic  as  well  as  a  poetic 
basis.  "With  perceptions  of  the  nature  of  a  future 
life,  men  sought  in  it  the  record  of  their  early 
deeds,  hoping  thus  to  win  immortality  in  spite  of 
death. 

History  thus  ministered  to  the  individual  and 
in  the  dim  twilight  of  the  race  sang  of  the  wrath  of  Peleus'  son 
and  of  the  fortunes  of  the  excited  men  of  Troy.  As  the  impor- 
tance of  the  individual  became  merged  in  that  of  the  nation,  it 
was  the  jealousies  of  rival  states  and  foreign  conquests  that  em- 
ployed her  pen.  Nations  like  individuals  were  of  special  interest 
to  themselves,  and  their  achievements  in  war  and  politics  were 
recorded  by  admiring  and  servile  chroniclers.  Men  saw  in  his- 
tory only  an  attempt  to  rescue  from  oblivion  national  and  individ- 
ual deeds  worthy  of  emulation  or  demanding  universal  commen- 
dation. Like  our  own  period,  therefore,  the^use  of  History 
has  been  an  annalist  looking  from  a  lower  window  upon  men  and 
events  passing  before  her,  caring  not  whence  they  came  nor 
whither  they  went  But  as  modem  chemistry  is  the  outgrowth 
of  mediaeval  alchemy,  and  astronomy  of  astrology  of  a  still  mor9 
ancient  day,  so  modem  history  has  been  developed  from  the 
chronicles  of  a  remote  past  Clio  no  longer  sits  alone  to  win  en- 
during fame  for  her  favorite  heroes,  but  she  depicts  the  past  that 
men  may  live  more  wisely  in  the  present  As  the  muse  of  com- 
parative history  she  goes  to  the  mountain  top  and  makes  the  whole 
world  hers  '%y  the  right  of  eminent  domain.'' 

This  subject  is  one  that  has  been  very  exhaustively  treated  in 
educational  journals  and  popular  magazines.    It  has  come  to  the 
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front  and  takes  rank  as  its  importance  deserves.  It  has  undoubt- 
edly been  neglected  in  times  past  Since  it  is  history  upon  which 
governments  and  institutions  are  built  and  a  knowledge  of  which 
is  necessary  for  good  citizenship^  it  is  a  subject  that  requires 
careful  thought  and  study.  Let  us  consider  its  importance  and 
some  of  the  methods  of  teaching  it^  noting  things  to  be  considered 
and  things  to  be  avoided. 

There  are  two  ends  which  the  study  of  history  in  our  schools 
must  try  to  reach.  In  the  first  place,  it  must  familiarize  with 
the  deeds,  events,  and  personages  that  have  become  household 
words,  and  which  every  person  of  culture  is  expected  to  know. 
This  aim,  however,  is  a  subordinate  one  and  no  great  harm  would 
come  from  it,  if  the  dead  weight  which  now  burdens  the  memory 
of  the  young  student  of  history  were  thrown  overboard.  In  the 
second  place,  it  ought  to  teach  the  pupil  how  to  read  history,  and 
if  this  end  is  reached  the  task  of  the  school  will  be  fulfilled. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  it  is  the  end  of  the  study  of 
arithmetic  that  the  pupil  may  be  able  to  solve  all  the  problems 
given  in  his  textbook ;  or  that  it  is  the  end  of  \he  study  of  music 
that  the  student  may  be  able  to  sing  merely  the  song  in  his  sing- 
ing book ;  or  that  it  is  the  end  of  the  study  of  reading  that  the  pupil 
should  be  able  to  read  merely  the  stories  collected  in  his  reader. 
Reading  is  taught  that  the  child  may  be  able  to  read  anything 
that  is  laid  before  him;  singing  is  taught  with  the  end  in  view 
that  the  pupil  may  be  able  to  sing  any  piece  of  music  that  may 
happen  to  reach  him ;  arithmetic  is  taught  with  the  hope  that  the 
pupil  may  be  able  to  solve  any  arithmetical  problem  that  may 
turn  up  for  him;  and  thus  should  history  be  taught  to  enable 
a  person  to  formuUte  for  himself,  out  of  the  material  which  the 
literature  of  a  certain  period  offers  him,  a  fair  picture  of  the  politi- 
cal, social,  and  religious  conditions  of  that  period.  He  must 
learn  that  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  truth  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  learn  both  sides  of  a  stoiy,  and  if  he  wishes  to  inform 
himself  concerning  any  event  that  has  happened  in  the  past  he 
must  read  the  reports  of  as  many  witnesses  as  it  is  possible 
for  him  to  obtain,  he  must  learn  to  take  their  statements  with  a 
grain  of  salt  and  allow  liberaHy  for  their  prejudices,  their  pas- 
sions, and  even  their  ignorance. 
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We  expect  a  person  who  is  said  to  have  studied  geography  with 
some  good  results,  if  we  give  him  a  good  map  of  a  country^ 
to  be  able  to  read  it  and  find  his  way  from  one  place  to 
another ;  and  thus  ought  we  to  demand  of  a  student  of  history 
that  he  shall  find  an  historical  truth  for  himself  from  the  ma- 
terial which  contemporary  writers  offer  him.  If  we  cannot  reach 
this  result  the  study  of  history  in  our  schoob  ^ill  remain  not 
only  a  waste  of  time,  but,  what  is  worse,  every  nationality  and 
every  religious  sect  will  obtain  the  right  of  demanding  that  his- 
tory shall  be  taught  in  that  one-sided  version  which  each  gives  to 
it  We  ought  not  to  teach  a  history,  but  history;  not  a  tale  writ- 
ten for  a  purpose,  but  the  way  and  method  by  which  we  can  ar- 
rive at  an  understanding  of  the  events  of  a  given  age. 

For  training  the  imagination  history  has  evident  facilities. 
Childish  fancy  is  active  enough,  but  its  activity  needs  direction 
in  youth  by  the  sense  of  what  is  true,  lifelike,  and  probable.  This 
is  accomplished  by  turning  the  youth's  attention  to  reading  and 
learning  about  the  facts  of  the  real  world.  Thus  only  can  ac- 
curate and  clear  mental  pictures  enter  into  the  imagination  after 
its  range  transcends  personal  experience.  By  such  exercise  there 
results  also  positive  growth.  After  a  time  imaginative  work  of  a 
greater  complexity  may  be  mastered,  like  the  visualizing  of  a 
battle  scene,  and  combinations  still  more  remote  from  experience, 
as  the  life  of  a  primitive  family.  Sometimes  fancy  will  need  to 
be  led  into  healthy  channeb  by  the  presentation  of  appropriate 
objects  by  which  the  interest  shall  be  aroused  and  attention  se- 
cured. Various  objects  may  be  employed  for  this  purpose,  but 
at  every  step  history,  and  its  companion  study,  geography,  have 
magnificent  resources  on  which  to  call. 

In  respect  to  training  the  judgment  history  shares  the  throne 
with  no  rival.  The  process  of  judging  may  be  brief  and  simple, 
or  prolonged  and  intricate.  In  either  case  it  involves  four  steps : 
(1)  fastening  the  attention  upon  the  material  at  hand;  (2)  re- 
flecting upon  the  order  to  see  to  what  result  the  facts  point ;  (3)  de- 
ciding as  to  their  logical  relation ;  and  (4)  expressing  the  result 
in  suitable  language. 

The  materiab  of  judgment  may  come  through  personal  observe 
tion,  or  through  testimony  concerning  the  observations  of  others. 
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To  prepare  the  child  for  judgments  in  actual  life  these  materials 
must  resemble  as  nearly  as  possible  the  conditions  in  actual  life. 
Such  materials  are  found  in  history  and  are  found  there  to  a 
greater  degree  than  in  any  other  subject 

For  history  is,  indeed,  "past  politics"  as  Mr.  Freeman  avers; 
but  it  is  much  more — ^it  is  past  life.  In  teaching  history  aright 
we  are  simply  giving  the  pupils  the  means  of  reaching  conclusions 
about  the  experiences  of  their  predecessors  in  precisely  the  same 
way  they  will  be  called  upon  in  their  own  future  to  form  judg- 
ments about  their  own  experiences  and  that  of  their  contempo- 
raries. 

The  second  step — reflection — ^involves  volition.  The  irrele- 
vant must  be  set  aside;  what  is  pertinent  must  be  given  its  full 
weight  Things  that  resemble  each  other  must  be  noted;  things 
that  diifer  must  be  discriminated.  How  finely  the  facts  of  his- 
tory give  the  teacher  the  opportunity  to  direct  such  activities  as 
these. 

In  the  third  step — decision — ^feeling  and  inclination  must  be 
repressed.  The  pupil  must  be  led  to  decide,  not  as  he  wishes, 
but  as  facts  reveal  the  truth  to  be. 

Respecting  the  fourth  step — expression — ^history  is  no  better 
than  any  other  subject  that  compels  close  attention.  Clear  ex- 
pression aids  dear  thinking  in  any  subject,  and  should  be  insisted 
on  as  a  part  of  the  work.  Moreover,  it  is  only  through  an  exami* 
nation  of  the  expression  of  the  judgment  that  one  can  tell  whether 
the  process  of  judging  has  been  dear,  accurate,  prompt,  and  inde- 
pendent, and  whether  it  gives  promise  of  stability. 

Professor  Felix  Adler  has  said :  "The  great  and  good  men  of 
the  past,  the  virtuous  and  the  "wise,  serve  as  models  to  the  young, 
and  oftcoi  arouse  in  them  an  enthusiastic  admiration,  a  passionate 
discipleship.  Again,  the  study  of  history  may  be  used  to  exercise 
the  moral  judgment  The  characters  which  history  presents  are 
not  all  good;  the  characters  even  of  the  good  are  by  no  means 
faultless.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  teacher  to  train  the  moral 
judgment  and  to  increase  the  moral  insight  of  his  pupils  by 
leading  them  into  the  motives  and  training  them  to  weig^  the 
right  and  the  wrong  of  the  actions  whidi  history  presents.  He 
will  also  find  many  an  occasion  to  warn  against  their  being  dazzled 
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by  brilliant  snooesses  to  such  an  extent  as  to  condone  the  moral 
turpitude  by  which  they  are  often  bought*' 

A  great  educator  (Colonel  Parker)  has  declared  that  ^^history  is 
a  report  of  the  developments  of  man  from  the  beginning,  a  report 
filled  with  untruths,  a  report  written  by  fawners  at  the  foot  of 
thrones,  and  by  obsequious  admirers  of  great  generals.  The  study 
of  history  requires  the  closest  investigation.  It  is,  indeed,  an 
all-important  study.  No  one  can  have  a  liberal  education  or  even 
a  movement  toward  education  without  a  study  of  history  and 
literature."  And  the  great  Concord  seer  saw  that  ^^unless  we 
think  what  men  thought,  and  feel  what  men  felt,  we  study  his- 
tory but  as  words.  It  is  the  lives  of  men  that  we  read,  the  books 
are  but  as  commentaries.'' 

History  is  very  largely  the  representation  of  human  character. 
Certainly  to  a  maturing  lad  the  personal  and  moral  element  in 
history  is  the  most  impressive  feature.  The  mistakes  and  mis- 
deeds of  individuals,  and  later  the  failures  of  institutions  and 
naticms,  become  suggestive  warnings. 

The  course  of  human  progress  revealed  in  history  has  an  ethi- 
cal content  to  which  the  older  pupils  in  the  secondary  school  can 
be  directed  with  a  marked  impulse  toward  good.  Out  of  this 
aspect  of  the  study  should  come  an  intelligent  acquaintance  with 
patriotism  and  other  civic  virtues  and  a  conviction  of  personal 
duty  to  illustrate  them.  It  is  from  this  side  of  historical  study 
also  that  we  find  springing  up  a  stimulation  of  interest  which  ren- 
ders history  ever  after  a  delightful  department  of  reading  and  in- 
vestigation. 

Pupils  should  be  encouraged  to  discuss  the  probabilities  as  to 
what  would  have  happened  and  how  histoiy  would  read  had  bat- 
tles and  events  been  otherwise. 

''Had  Persia  beaten  Athens  at  Marathon  she  could  have  found 
no  obstacle  to  prevent  Darius  from  advancing  his  victorious  army 
over  all  the  Western  races  of  mankind.  The  infant  energies  of 
Europe  would  have  been  trodden  down  beneath  universal  conquest, 
and  the  history  of  the  world  like  the  history  of  Asia  would  have 
become  a  mere  record  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  despotic  dynasties, 
of  the  incursions  of  barbarous  hordes,  the  mental  and  political 
prostration  of  the  millions  beneath  the  diadem,  the  tiara,  and  the 
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sword.  The  day  at  Marathon  was  the  critical  epoch  in  the  history 
of  two  nations.  It  broke  forever  the  spell  of  Persian  invincibility 
which  had  previously  paralyzed  nien's  minds.  It  secured  for 
mankind  the  intellectual  treasures  of  Athens,  the  growth  of  free 
insiitutions,  the  liberal  enlightenment  of  the  Western  World,  and 
the  gradual  ascendency  for  many  ages  of  the  great  principles  of 
European  civilization." — Creasy. 

Arnold  thus  sums  up  the  naval  engagement  between  the  Athen- 
ians and  the  Bomans  in  the  harbor  of  Syracuse.  ^^Bome  knew 
not  and  could  not  know  how  deeply  the  greatness  of  her  own  pros- 
perity and  the  fate  of  the  whole  Western  world  were  involved  in 
the  destruction  of  the  fleet  of  Athens  in  the  harbor  of  Syracuse. 
Had  that  great  expedition  proved  victorious  the  energies  of  Oreeoe 
during  the  next  eventual  century  would  have  found  their  field  in 
the  West  no  less  than  in  the  East,  Greece  and  not  Bome  might 
have  conquered  Carthage;  Oreek  instead  of  Latin  might  have 
been  at  this  day  the  principal  element  of  the  language  of  Spain, 
of  France,  and  of  Italy;  the  laws  of  Athens  rather  than  of  Bome 
might  be  the  foundation  of  the  civilized  world." 

Had  not  Charles  Martel  defeated  the  Moslems  at  Tours  the 
sanctity  and  inspiration  of  the  Koran  might  today  be  demonstrated 
to  the  students  of  Oxford,  Harvard,  Chicago,  Stanford,  and  all 
other  colleges  and  schools,  and  the  history  of  the  world  be  but 
the  history  of  Turkey  repeated. 

In  1815  Napoleon  had  allied  forty  millions  of  people  on  the 
continent  against  the  fifteen  millions  of  England.  At  Boulogne  he 
had  mustered  the  entire  allied  army  and  was  waiting  for  trans- 
ports to  convey  him  across  the  channel.  "O,  for  six  hours'  control 
of  this  channel,"  he  cried,  ^^and  we  are  the  conquerors  of  the 
world."  But  that  six  hours'  control  which  would  have  changed 
the  history  of  Europe,  depended  on  Lord  ISTelson's  movements. 
It  was  supposed  that  he  had  been  lured  away  to  the  West  Indies 
beyond  the  possibility  of  recall  before  Napoleon  should  land  his 
army  of  100,000  veterans  on  the  well-nigh  defenseless  coast  of 
England.  But  the  celerity  of  Lord  Nelson's  movements  was  an 
element  of  uncertainty  which  defeated  Napoleon's  plans,  for  he 
overtook  the  enemy's  fleet  at  Trafalgar  where  "England  expected 
every  man  to  do  his  duty,"  and  found  that  every  man  did  it  so 
well  that  she  was  saved  from  ruin. 
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Suppose  the  bullet  that  lodged  in  the  gnuff-box  of  Frederick  the 
Great  had  been  deflected  a  little  to  the  right  or  the  left,  who 
doubts  but  that  the  brilliant  history  of  Prussia,  around  which 
Qerman  unity  has  centered,  would  have  been  entirely  changed  ? 

How  different  might  hare  been  the  history  of  Massachusetts 
and  of  Kew  York  had  the  Mayflower  anchored  in  Sandy  Hook, 
as  it  intended  when  it  sailed,  instead  of  Cape  Cod  Bay.  Massa- 
chusetts owes  its  good  fortune  either  to  contrary  winds  or  to  bad 
seamanship. 

Had  the  faithless  Indian  who  snapped  his  piece  at  Washing- 
ton when  returning  from  that  important  mission  undertaken  in 
his  early  years  been  successful  in  his  attempt  upon  his  life,  how 
different  mi^t  have  been  the  subsequent  history  of  the  colonies ! 
Had  not  three  men  stopped  by  the  roadside  at  Tarrytown  to  play 
a  game  of  cards,  Andre  would  have  made  his  way  in  safety  to  the 
British  lines  and  West  Point  would  have  been  given  to  the  enemy. 

Instances  might  be  multiplied  which,  in  their  final  effects,  have 
changed  the  political  status  of  a  continent  or  a  nation.  As,  the 
battle  of  Hastings  to  which  England  owes  her  rise  from  lethergy, 
and  which  was  the  first  step  by  which  she  arrived  at  the  height  of 
the  grandeur  and  glory  we  behold  in  her  today ;  the  battle  of  Sara- 
toga which  was  the  turning  point  of  the  Revolution,  and  by  which 
France  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
her  example  soon  being  followed  by  Spain  and  then  by  JHol- 
land ;  the  battle  of  Waterloo  by  which  lie  Empire  of  Kapoleon 
was  overthrown  and  he  made  an  exile  for  life  and  the  Bourbons 
again  placed  on  the  throne  of  France. 

Pupils  should  be  given  views  on  both  sides  of  a  question.  The 
teadier  should  be  familiar  with  different  authors  so  that  he  can 
refer  the  pupils  to  those  giving  opposite  views. 

One  writer  pictures  Cranmer  as  the  archbishop  who  rose  to 
power  by  being  party  to  the  numerous  divorces  of  one  of  the 
most  sensual  brutes  that  ever  disgraced  a  throne ;  who  attached  to 
himself  individuals  while  their  fortunes  remained  but  voted  to 
cut  off  their  heads  as  soon  as  the  tide  of  royal  favor  turned ;  who 
while  Henry  VIII  lived,  assisted  in  burning  people  who  denied 
the  doctrine  of  transubstantiation,  and  after  Henry's  death  found 
out  that  the  doctrine  was  false. 
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Another  writer  presents  him  to  ns  as  the  holy  prelate  who  helped 
to  put  Protestant  religion  on  a  firm  basis ;  who  was  the  author  off 
the  prayer-book,  whose  reverent  words  and  holy  sentiments  are  to 
this  day  the  echo  of  the  devoutest  hearts,  and  who  at  the  last  died 
a  martyr  to  his  convictions. 

No  one  denies  the  genius  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon.  But  let  one 
writer  turn  for  us  the  historical  kaleidoscope  and  we  see  him  to 
be  a  fawning  courtier  who  subordinated  his  great  powers  to  the 
meet  detestible  purposes.  He  allowed  his  ambition  to  get  the 
better  of  his  gratitude,  and  for  the  sake  of  his  influence  at  court, 
he  turned  his  back  on  his  best  friend  and  benefactor  and  was  in- 
strumental in  sending  him  to  the  tower  and  then  to  the  block ;  and 
then  to  crown  all,  at  the  demand  of  his  queen  he  consented  to 
blacken  the  memory  of  that  friend  when  he  was  in  his  grave.  He 
allowed  his  greed  to  get  the  better  of  his  honesty  and  received 
heavy  bribes  in  return  for  his  decisions  as  chancellor. 

But  let  another  turn  our  kaleidoscope  his  way,  tire  are  at  once 
00  overwhelmed  with  Bacon's  genius  that  we  see  nothing  but  good 
in  everything  that  he  did  and  in  everything  that  he  wrote.  What- 
ever he  did  .to  retain  his  place  at  court  he  was  justified  in  doing, 
that  the  country  might  receive  the  benefit  of  his  great  services. 
The  money  he  received  was  not  a  bribe  to  influence  his  legal  de- 
cisions, but  a  gift  from  those  who  admired  his  intellectual  pow- 
ers. As  a  man  he  was  not  only  one  of  the  most  profound  thinkers 
of  his  time,  but  one  of  the  most  honest,  useful,  and  disinterested 
public  servants  of  whom  we  have  any  record. 

And  now  a  word  about  state  history.  This  is  too  important  to 
be  n^lected  as  it  is.  Ev^ry  state  has  a  history  with  which  all 
its  sons  and  daughters  should  be  thorou^y  acquainted.  Profes- 
sor James  Bryce  in  his  American  Commonwealth  says:  ^^e 
who  would  understand  the  changes  that  have  passed  on  the  Ameri- 
can democracy  will  find  far  more  instruction  in  a  study  of  the 
state' governments  than  of  the  federal  constitution.  An  American 
may,  throng  a  long  life,  never  be  reminded  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, except  when  he  votes  at  a  Presidential  or  Congressional 
election,  lodges  a  complaint  against  the  post  office,  or  opens  his 
trunk  for  a  custom-house  officer.  His  direct  taxes  are  paid  to 
officials  acting  under  the  state  laws.    The  State,  or  local  authority 
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constituted  by  state  statues,  registers  his  birth,  appoints  his  guar- 
dian, pays  for  his  schooling,  gives  him  a  share  in  the  estate  of 
his  father  deceased,  marries  him,  divorces  him,  entertains  civil 
action  against  him,  declares  him  a  bankrupt,  and  hangs  him  for 
murder.  The  police  that  guard  his  house,  the  local  boards  that 
look  after  the  poor,  control  the  highways,  impose  water  rates, 
manage  the  schools — all  these  derive  their  legal  powers  from  the 
State  alone." 

The  pressing  problems  of  the  day  are  those  of  well  managed 
oitiesy  decent  country  roads,  efficient  schools,  restricted  saloons,  an 
honest  ballot,  capable  voters,  and  a  clean  local  government — ques- 
tions all  in  the  hands  of  the  State.  And  yet  we  continue  to  select 
our  state,  county,  and  city  officers  largely  on  their  views  of  the 
tariff  and  coinage. 

But  it  is  in  the  history  of  our  country  where  teachers  can  find 
the  noble  characters  that  help  to  inspire  patriotism  and  a  love 
for  country.  The  heroic  words  and  deeds  in  our  country^s  his- 
tory with  the  lessons  they  teach — on  these  the  teacher  loves  to 
dwell.  Ethan  Allen's  daring  ^^In  the  name  of  the  great  Jehovah 
and  the  Continental  Congress'' — ^when  as  yet  that  Congress  had 
not  convened;  Patrick  Henry's  speech  in  that  Congress  on  the 
second  day  of  its  session  when  he  said:  ^'British  oppression  has 
effaced  the  boundaries  of  the  several  colonies ;  the  distinctions  be- 
tween Virginians,  Pennsylvanians,  New  Yorkers,  and  New  Eng- 
landers  are  no  more.  I  am  not  a  Virginian,  but  an  American" ; 
the  shout  of  the  little  boy  when  he  found  that  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  signed — ^TRing,  grandpa,  ring.  Oh,  ring  for 
liberty";  the  prayer  of  that  noble  young  man,  Nathan  Hale, 
when,  having  been  captured  as  a  spy,  he  was  led  out  for  execu- 
tion— **1  can  only  regret  that  I  have  only  one  life  to  lose  for  my 
country" ;  "If  you  should  give  us  10,000  guineas  you  should  not 
stir  a  step",  was  the  reply  to  Andre  when  he  tried  to  purchase 
release  from  his  captors;  the  defiance  of  Charles  C.  Pinckney  to 
the  French  Directory — **War  be  it  then.  Millions  for  defence 
but  not  one  cent  for  tribute";  the  last  words  of  John  Quincy 
Adams,  the  "Old  Man  Eloquent"— "This  is  the  last  of  earth.  I 
am  content," — eloquent  words  surely;  "Take  command.  If  any 
one  haul  down  the  American  flag,  shoot  him  on  the  spot" — was 
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the  tel^ram  of  General  Diz,  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  dose  of 
Bnchanan's  adminifltration,  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  United  States 
Bevenne  Ontter  at  'New  Orleans  when  the  captain  refused  to  sail 
for  New  York  as  ordered;  Grant's  determination  in  ^^uncondi- 
tional surrender'')  and  ^^I  propose  to  fight  it  out  on  this  line  of  it 
takes  all  summer^';  Gktrfield  quieting  the  frantic  crowd  on  Wall 
Street  at  the  time  of  the  assassination  of  Lincoln — ^^Tellow  citi- 
zenS)  God  reigns,  and  the  government  at  Washington  still  liyes." 

It  is  the  settled  policy  of  the  American  people  that  there  shall 
be  no  religious  instruction  in  our  public  schools,  but  the  teacher 
who  has  conducted  a  class  through  the  history  of  our  country  and 
who  has  failed  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  his  pupils  that  God 
has  been  guiding  us  all  these  years  and  that  His  hand  is  visible 
on  every  page  of  our  history,  is  unfit  to  be  a  teacher  of  Christian 
youth. 

The  future  of  our  beloved  country  is  in  the  hands  of  our 
teachers.  There  are  great  dangers  ahead  of  us,  and  thoughtful 
men  recognize  that  the  three  R's  are  not  potential  enou^  to  meet 
those  dangers.  Something  more  is  needed.  But  above  all  we  need 
that  manly,  that  noble,  that  unselfish  love  of  country  which  the 
study  of  our  history  alone  can  inspire ;  and  when  throu^  it  they 
have  moulded  the  characters  of  their  pupils;  when  through  it 
they  have  given  us  a  generation  of  intelligent  freemen,  who  will 
not  be  the  prey  of  the  demagogues,  who  will  not  be  ready  to  em- 
brace every  fanatic  idea  that  may  be  presented  to  them  by  crack- 
brained  theorists ;  when  they  have  ground  into  them  the  knowledge 
that  freedom  is  not  license,  that  liberty  is  not  anarchy,  that  the 
rights  and  property  of  the  individual  are  as  sacred  as  life ;  when 
they  shall  have  done  all  this  they  will  have  the  proud  consciousness 
of  knowing  that  they  have  guaranteed  the  future  to  those  who 
are  to  follow  us,  and  the  country  will  owe  them  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude which  it  can  never  fully  repay. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^Visualizing^  History 

By  Marion  S.  Cole,  Lincoln  School,  Providence,  R.  L 

■"ftN  these  days  of  moving  pictures  which  portray  his- 
torical events  as  well  as  current  happenings  and 
phases  of  real  and  unreal  life,  we  perhaps  lose 
sight  of  the  less  easy  means  of  arousing  and  culti- 
vating the  instinct  to  see,  to  picture  stirring  scenes, 
to  imagine  situations,  to  visualize  (if  we  speak 
technically)  both  life  and  history. 
The  tense  tumult  of  the  every-day  life  of  grown- 
ups and  of  children  alike  leaves  no  time  for  the  fostering  care  of 
that  wonderful  faculty  or  power  so  appropriately  known  as 
In-sight 

How  slightly  events  are  colored  by  the  inward  view,  by  out  real 
selves  1  Our  opinions  can  be  found  "ready  to  use''  in  any  and 
every  newspaper,  magazine,  or  digest,  and  these  are  sometimes 
passed  on  even  to  pupils  who  passively  or  impassively  receive 
whai  they  should  create  or  recreate  the  world  anew. 

For  all  who  study  history  the  life  and  feelings  of  the  world 
are,  in  a  very  real  sense,  relived,  the  events,  re  judged,  if  insight 
be  cherished  and  developed.  To  do  this,  there  are  many  ways: 
the  making  of  logical  outlines,  the  discernment  of  causes  and 
effects,  the  reading  of  contemporary  sources,  the  use  of  pictures 
of  places,  people,  and  scenes,  the  dramatization  and  acting  of 
events,  and  the  reading  of  many  historical  novels. 

'No  one  of  these  historical  aids  is  sufficient ;  all  are  used  by  suc- 
cessful teachers  the  world  over.  It  is  the  last  of  these,  the  reading 
of  stories  of  well  told  and  stirring  scenes,  which  is  available  and 
adaptable  to  every  class  of  every  age  and  which  helps  to  make  the 
child  unconsciously  alive  to  human  life,  human  need,  human 
heroism,  and  human  destiny,  and  which  will  help  to  develop  the 
full  and  discerning  man  and  woman. 

The  idea  of  using  historical  novels  in  English  and  history  work 
is  practical  even  for  the  teacher  of  limited  library  -equipment. 
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for  public  libraries  are  usually  well  supplied  with  the  standard 
and  modem  works  which  illustrate  all  periods  and  all  phases  of 
war  and  peaoe.  Our  language  is  not  lacking  in  available  ma- 
terial of  this  kind.  Many  are  the  historical  tales  which  indeed 
have  the  power  to  "hold  children  from  play  and  old  men  from  the 
chinmey  comer/'  Can  we  not  bear  this  in  mind  as  we  suggest 
summer  reading  to  our  pupils  ? 

If  the  particular  class  you  have  in  mind  is  to  live  in  Greece 
and  Rome  next  year,  heartily  recommend  "A  Victor  of  Salamis'^ 
and  "A  Friend  of  Caesar/'  by  W.  S.  Davis,  and  "The  Last  Days 
of  Pompeii",  by  Bulwer-Lytton.  Perhaps  this  close  acquain- 
tance with  the  life  of  those  past  ages  can  be  made  to  yield  direct 
returns  in  the  way  of  promised  extra  credit.  If  that  is  not  feasible, 
the  pupil's  own  increased  enjoyment  of  the  work,  the  joy  of  meet- 
ing old  friends,  will  be  its  own  reward. 

Possibly  instead  of  foreign,  your  pupils  are  to  study  American 
history.  In  this  case,  the  field  of  choice  is  almost  limitless.  Each 
teacher  will  know  the  needs  of  his  own  class.  Yet  whatever  the 
personal  likes  and  dislikes,  let  them  all  know  ^^Aiitchell's  '^u^ 
Wynne",  at  least  one  of  Cooper's,  Page's  'TEled  Rock",  Johnston's 
"The  Long  RoU"  and  "Cease  Firing",  Churchill's  "The  Crisis" 
and  "Richard  Carvel"  and  perhaps  Ford's  "The  Honorable  Peter 
StirHng." 

Modem  and  early  England  furnish  rich  material  for  the  nove- 
list and  novel  reader.  Scott  (who  is  not,  we  hope,  a  stranger  to  the 
pupils)  will  reproduce  for  them  the  life  of  Korman  and  Saxon  in 
."Ivanhoe",  the  time  of  the  Crusades  in  "The  Talisman",  of  Queen 
Bess  in  "Kenilworth" — ^all  of  which  are  enjoyed  by  girls  and 
boys  of  twelve  and  of  course  by  their  older  brothers  and  sisters. 
Kingsley  in  "Hereward"  and  Bulwer-Lytton  in  **Harold"  have 
given  us  a  good  idea  of  the  England  of  the  elevaith  century, 
while  "The  Last  of  the  Barons"  often  straightens  out,  as  nothing 
else  can,  the  difficult  period  of  the  Wars  of  the  Roses. 

Some  of  these  books  are  included  in  the  list  of  sixty  which  I 
have  made  for  Mediaeval  history  and  which  I  suggest  with  com- 
ments and  criticisms  on  the  more  interesting.  The  mention  of 
only  a  few  involves  a  difficult  choice.    These  are  our  favorites: 

Scott,  Quentin  Durward ;  Eliot,  Romola ;  Reade,  The  Cloister 
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and  The  JEearth ;  James,  Richelieu ;  Yonge,  Unknown  to  History ; 
Dickens,  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities;  Thackeray,  Henry  Esmond; 
Hugo,  Lea  Miserables ;  Tolstoi,  War  and  Peace ;  Davis,  The  Friar 
of  Wittenberg.  Many  others,  perhaps  equally  interesting,  will 
occur  to  you  instantly.    What  use  will  you  make  of  them? 

Draw  illustrations  from  them  frequently,  mention  them  and 
their  characters  almost  daily,  and,  in  your  English  classes,  let 
your  pupils  try  their  skill  at  the  sam#  kind  of  thing.  For  history, 
the  imaginative  theme  will  not  do,  at  least  not  often,  for  the  pupil 
must  learn  to  distinguish  between  history  and  fiction,  and  he  will 
not  rest  until  he  knows  which  is  which  in  his  reading.  Then  let 
him  use  his  imagination  to  paint  word  pictures  in  such  exercises 
as  these — ^written  by  my  pupils, — girls  of  sixteen  and  seventeen : 

THB  OBOWIOKG  OF  OHABLBMAGNE. 

All  was  silent  The  great  bell  of  the  church  of  St  Peter  in 
Bome,  on  Christmas  day  in  800  A.  D.,  tolled  the  hour  of  worship, 
and  in  pairs,  solitary,  and  in  parties,  the  people  swarmed  into  the 
great  cathedral.  Chie  by  one  in  their  bright  colored  garments 
and  with  picturesque  faces  they  asked  blessing  of  the  Pope,  who 
sat  at  the  front  of  the  church  on  a  huge,  beautiful  velvet  chair, 
mounted  on  a  tall  platform.  To  each  he  bowed  and  .they,  in  their 
turns,  took  places  and  prayed. 

Suddenly  a  loud,  high  call  sounded  outside,  and^  large  man 
with  splendid  physique  and  handsome  face,  with  a  long  flowing 
beard  of  copper  color,  altered  the  church  and  knelt  He  was 
simply  dressed  in  bronze  colored  gown,  fashioned  with  designs 
of  dragons  fighting,  and  wore  on  his  head  a  soft  white  cap  from 
which  a  long  streamer  extended  down  his  back  nearly  to  the  fioor. 
As  he  knelt  there  on  the  soft  red  cushion,  with  the  sun,  which 
streamed  through  the  magnificent  stained  glass  window,  shining 
on  his  burnished  copper  hair,  making  it  seem  like  an  immense 
crown  of  gold,  and  with  the  soft  lights  from  the  various  colored 
torches  and  candles  of  the  church  bringing  out  the  simpleness  yet 
striking  appearance  of  his  gown,  one  knew  that  he  was  a  noble- 
man, strong  and  brave.  He  knelt  for  several  minutes  and  then, 
looking  neither  to  left  nor  ri^t,  proceeded  down  the  aisle,  two 
men  following  him  carrying  his  sword  and  ridi  velvet  robe. 
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As  he  came  to  the  Pope^  he  raised  his  eyes  to  Heaven  and 
crossed  himself.  Then  falling  on  his  knees  and  kissing  the  Pope's 
gorgeous  robe  he  asked  for  blessing.  At  once  the  Pope  recognized 
him.  It  was  Charlemagne^  the  Great  Emperor  of  the  world.  As 
he  bent  his  head  in  prayer^  the  Pope  drew  forth  a  magnificently 
made  crown  of  gold,  set  with  diamonds  and  gold  carving  and 
studded  with  many  other  precious  stones.  Placing  it  on  Charle- 
magne's head;  he  stood  up,  and,  in  a  loud  clear  voice,  cried  '^ng 
live  Charles  Augustus,  Emperor  of  the  Romans." 

The  people  in  the  church  echoed  and  re-echoed  the  words  and 
hundreds  of  voices  were  heard  outside  of  the  church  singing  and 
shouting.  So  Charlemagne  was  crowned  on  Christmas  day,  and 
the  Roman  empire  of  the  West,  which  had  fallen  more  than 
three  hundred  years  before,  was  now  restored. 

XBBXBS  AT  THB  HXIXSSPONT. 

The  hills  around  the  Hellespont  looked  down  upon  a  strange 
sight ;  Xerxes  and  his  army  of  five  million  Persians  were  swarming 
over  the  moimtains,  coming  like  a  line  of  ants,  never  ending, 
spreading  out  over  the  land  like  leaves.  The  narrow  strait  of 
water,  the  Hellespont,  was  the  only  barrier  to  Greece,  and  Ihe 
army  must  wait  till  a  bridge  was  made  to  carry  over  the  soldiers, 
provisions,  and  ammimition  of  the  proud  Persian  monarch,  Xer- 
xes, Lord  of  the  earth. 

The  king,  haughty  and  passionate,  strode  up  and  down  the 
shore  to  choose  a  suitable  place  for  the  pontoon  bridge.  He  asked 
no  advice  about  the  matter,  for  did  he  not  know  everything? 
Should  the  all-powerful  monarch  of  the  world  a^  for  advice! 
He  struck  his  staff  on  the  shore  as  a  signal  that  his  choice  was 
made.  Mardonius  came  up  to  receive  the  command: — ^''Let  the 
bridge  be  stretched  from  the  beach  to  that  sandy  shore  opposite." 

Slowly  the  flat  boats  were  assembled — slowly  put  together — 
for  many  of  the  soldiers  were  not  very  eager  to  fight  the  Gfreeks. 
Had  not  the  last  invasion  of  Greece  been  repulsed  by  the  disgrace- 
ful battle  of  Marathon  ?  Xerxes  fumed  and  chafed  at  the  delay, 
— ^Xerxes,  eager  to  meet  the  armies  of  Athens  and  Sparta,  who 
had  defied  his  messengers.  After  two  weeks,  Mardonius  reported 
that  the  bridge  was  complete.     The  next  evening  sacrifices  were 
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offered  to  the  gods  for  a  suooessful  campaign.  Suddenly,  in  the 
night,  a  wild  storm  sprang  up,  the  waves  beat  upon  the  bridge, 
the  wind  wrenched  at  the  fastenings;  the  Hellespont  was  doing 
her  best  to  protect  the  little  Greek  states ! 

She  tugged  till  all  the  boats  were  torn  away,  piany  wrecked, 
and  many  cast  ashore.  Mighty  was  the  wrath  of  Xerxes,  as,  the 
next  morning,  he  saw,  from  his  tent,  the  destruction  of  his  bridge. 
The  water  lay  calm  and  pleasant  now  before  him.  In  anger  he 
cried,  "Let  the  waves  be  punished.  Let  the  water  receive  three 
hundred  lashes  and  be  branded  with  hot  irons  as  a  punishment 
for  thwarting  the  King's  commands."  The  whole  army  assembled 
to  watch  the  sight  Xerxes'  throne  was  placed  on  the  hillside, 
and  there  the  king  sat  in  majesty  surrounded  by  his  courtiers 
and  attendants.  The  slaves,  with  long  chains  in  their  hands,  ap- 
proached the  shore,  spreading  out  in  long  line.  At  a  given  signal, 
the  chains  splashed  in  the  water;  the  punishment  b^an.  Again 
and  again  the  chains  struck  the  water,  again  and  again  the  hot 
irons  sizzled,  as  they  branded  Xerxes'  seal  on  the  waves.  Well 
satisfied  at  tlie  proof  of  his  power,  Xerxes  smiled  and  felt  proud 
that  he  could  punish  the  sea.  Soon  a  new  bridge  was  built,  and 
the  great  tide  of  Persian  soldiers  flowed  into  Thessaly. 

OHABLSS  THE  BOLD  BBOBTVING  THE  AMBASSADOBS. 

When  Warwick  of  England  captured  the  merchant  ships  of 
Oharles  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  sold  their  contents, 
Louis  XI  sent  some  ambassadors  to  the  court  of  Burgundy  to  try 
and  conciliate  that  prince. 

For  the  reception  of  these  ambassadors  Charles  made  wonderful 
preparations.  Everything  was  done  to  impress  them  with  his 
wealth  and  majesty.  He  prepared  a  most  gorgeous  throne,  hi^er 
-than  that  of  any  Ung,  with  a  canopy  of  gold  and  jewels. 

His  clothes  were  selected  with  the  greatest  care,  for  knowing 
how  little  Louis  XI,  their  liege  lord,  cared  for  pomp  and  show, 
lie  thou^t  it  would  be  easy  to  overwhelm  his  envoys  by  his  ex- 
travagance and  display.  Although  below  the  medium  height, 
Ciharles  could  look  very  imposing  in  his  jeweled  robes  and  shining 
armor,  and  althou^  it  aggravated  him  to  dim  his  splendor  by  a 
•ducal  hat  instead  of  a  kingly  crown,  he  consoled  himself  with 
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the  knowledge  that  even  the  king's  brother  was  not  a  greater  duke 
than  himself. 

But  now  that  the  hour  of  the  arrival  of  the  ambassadors  was 
approaching^  one  could  easily  see  that  Charles  was  becoming  rest- 
less and  uncontrollable.  His  temper  was  never  sweet,  and  at  the 
present  time  he  was  not  an  agreeable  person  even  to  look  at,  and 
as  for  speaking  to  him — no  one  would  have  dared.  For  two  hours 
before  die  time  agreed  upon  for  the  interview,  Oharles  paced  with 
uneven  steps  the  floor  of  the  anteroom*  A  lord  ventured  to  in- 
quire if  the  duke  intended  to  detain  the  ambassadors,  and  enter- 
tain them  for  a  few  days,  but  was  answered  by  a  look  on  Charles' 
faoe^  at  the  si^t  of  which  he  scurried  out,  glad  to  escape  with 
his  life.  The  ambassadors  were  late*  in  arriving,  and  Charles  be- 
gan to  fret  under  the  tension* 

The  king's  ambassadors  now  arrived,  and  the  lords  and  kni^its 
assembled  in  the  largest  hall  of  the  duke's  palace.  Each  lord  had 
his  standard  behind  him,  and  sat  as  near  the  duke's  throne  as  his 
rank  would  permit  The  knights,  in  their  brightest  armor,  were 
grouped  below  their  lords,  and  seated  on  cushions  on  the  floor 
were  pretty  pages  clad  in  satin  the  color  of  their  lord's  house. 

The  Ejiights  of  the  Golden  Fleece  had  seats  reserved  for  them 
around  the  throne,  but  they  were  waiting  to  escort  Charles.  The 
ambassadors,  then  appeared^  preceded  by  a  herald.  Their  manner 
was  composed  and  calm,  for  surely  they  had  no  doubt  they  would 
be  able  to  persuade  Charles  at  once  that  Us  rash  obstinacy  in 
demanding  redress  from  Warwick  was  useless.  Their  mere  pres- 
ence seemed  enough  to  assure  peace.  The  envoys'  dress  was  ordi- 
nary, and  showed  signs  of  travel,  for  Louis  XI  showed  a  fine  dis- 
r^ard  of  display  in  his  court,  and  althou^  there  had  been  rumors 
of  the  magnificence  of  the  court  of  the  Bold,  these  envoys  had 
never  heard  of  them  and  certainly  thou^t  of  Charles  only  as  a 
rather  fiery  vassal  of  the  king,  and  noted  for  his  courte^  and 
generosity. 

As  the  procession  of  the  ambassadors  and  herald  from  the  king's 
court  entered  the  hall  impressively,  thinking  to  show  Charles  the 
king's  condescension  in  treating  widi  him,  they  stopped  and  lookad 
about  in  amazement.  Ko  erring  vassal  was  waiting  in  solitude  to 
seek  leniency  from  his  suzerain  and  abide  by  his  decision,  but 
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the  entire  coixrt  of  Burgundy,  in  all  its  flower,  was  before  their 
dazzled  eyes.  First  they  looked  at  the  lords,  stem  and  strong, 
quietly  conversing  together,  then  the  knights,  more  impatient  at 
the  delay,  and  then  the  pages,  whispering,  shaking  their  pretty 
curls  at  each  other,  or  running  about  with  messages  from  one 
lord  to  another.  A  poor  Fleming,  near  the  door,  pointed  out  the 
place  where  the  ambassadors  were  to  await  the  duke's  entrance, 
and  as  they  took  their  places  they  talked  of  this  most  impressive 
spectacle  the  duke  had  prepared,  and  whether  it  was  done  from 
pride,  spite,  or  pleasure. 

The  duke's  entrance  was  announced  by  Taison  d'Or,  his  her- 
ald, followed  by  eight  Walloon  guarils.  Then  came  Duke  Charles ; 
quiet  and  subdued,  entering  the  great  hall  with  his  eyes  on  the 
ground,  nor  did  he  raise  them  until  reaching  the  throne.  He 
seemed  a  simple,  tractable  little  man.  Behind  him  came  the  en- 
tire order  of  the  Enights  of  the  Golden  Fleece.  Their  armor 
seemed  to  be  of  gold  itself,  with  golden  mantles  covered  with 
sapphires  and  diamonds. 

When  Charles  reached  the  throne  he  turned  and  faced  the  audi- 
ence while  the  kni^ts  slowly  took  their  places.  Every  page 
knelt,  and  every  lord  and  Imight  stood  with  uncovered  head^ 
waiting  for  Charles  to  be  seated.  He  carelessly  threw  himself 
into  the  chair,  and  with  eagle  eyes  looked  every  person  in  the  face, 
while  no  motion  was  made  by  anyone;  then,  satisfied  with  his 
survey,  he  signed  to  Toison  d'Or  to  commence  the  business,  and 
gazed  out  of  the  window.  The  ambassadors  approached,  but  he 
paid  no  attention,  one  coughed  slightly,  yet  his  gazing  continued 
uninterrupted ;  they  knelt  at  his  feet,  still  no  recognition — where 
was  the  duke's  courtesy  ?  Then  the  leader  took  courage  and  be- 
gan, *^e  are  sent  by  Louis," — Charles  leapt  to  his  feet  with 
clenched  fists  and  flacdiing  eyes.  "Vile  courtiers",  he  cried,  and 
when  the  ambassador  would  have  continued,  stamped  his  foot  so 
savagely  that  the  walls  resounded.  "How  dare  you  come  to  mo 
with  the  words  of  that  cur  ?  Is  he  so  wise  that  he  can  rule  my 
kingdom  also  ?  By  St  Qeorge  of  Burgundy  I"  he  exclaimed,  "Fll 
show  him  I  am  still  able  to  manage  my  affairs." 

The  frightened  ambassadors  knelt  in  terror  at  the  foot  of  tho 
throne,  and  tried  to  see,  by  glances  at  the  attendants,  if  their 
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fljympatbies  were  with  their  lord.  Some  of  the  pages  turned  their 
seraphic  *f aces  upward,  and  counted  the  pearls  in  the  canopy, 
others  whispered  together  of  the  duke's  countenance — ^his  flaming 
eyes,  set  teeth;  others,  how  fast  the  red  and  white  came  in  his 
face,  how  hoarse  he  was  getting;  his  words  could  scarcely  be  un- 
derstood, and  his  oaths — ^how  horrible!  The  knights  waited 
eagerly  for  a  challenge  of  war,  and  did  not  seem  to  have  the  re- 
spect for  the  king's  messengers  they  should  have.  The  lords  were 
anxious  to  have  the  scene  over,  not  from  compassion  on  the  envoys, 
but  for  fear  the  Bold  would  so  forget  himself  as  to  kill  the  am- 
bassadors where  they  stood. 

Momentarily  Charles  became  more  impassioned.  His  flaming 
eyes  rolled  from  side  to  side  in  insane  rage.  Lifting  his  clenched 
hands,  he  staggered  to  the  steps  of  the  throne  with  the  intentioa  of 
strangling  the  envoys.  His  ministers  gently  surrounded  him,  and 
gently  forced  him  back  to  the  chair,  into  which  he  threw  himself 
with  all  his  strength.  All  possible  means  were  tried  to  quiet  him, 
but  Charles  was  of  a  stubborn  disposition.  Choking  from  passion, 
he  started  forward,  shouting  hoarsely,  "Go!  Back  to  Louis" — 
and  as  the  stimned  ambassadors  rushed  from  the  room,  Charles 
fell  back  foaming  to  the  throne,  while  all  rose,  with  uncovered 
heads,  and  bowed  to  his  wilL 


To  an  Infant 

Sweet  visitor  from  out  the  shadow-land, 
Glad  spirit  in  a  world  of  weariness, 
The  wilderness  of  which  thou  canst  not  guess, 
O  rest  thee  now,  and  hold  me  by  the  hand, 
Yea,  hold  me,  for  my  heart  can  never  stand 
The  rush  and  tangle  of  the  world's  distress. 
So  well  as  when  I  feel  the  faint  caress 
Of  infant  fingers  in  their  slender  band. 
For  quietness  is  thine  and  inward  peace, 
And  holy  joy,  because  thou  knowest  not 
The  warrings  of  the  world  that  do  not  cease. 
And  through  the  tiny  fingers  to  mine  own. 
Comes  that  which  makes  all  other  things  forgot, 
Save  only  sweetness,  and  a  rose  half -blown. 

— ^Jamis  Liroy  Stx>ckton. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 


The  Teacher's  Point  of  View  in  the  Study 
and  Teaching  of  History 

Charles  H.  Wesley,  M.  A.,  Howard  University, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

AS  the  teacher  a' point  of  view  which  differs  from 
that  of  the  general  reader  or  student  in  the  study 
and  teaching  of  history  ?  Are  there  special  methods 
which  should  differentiate  the  teacher's  prepara- 
tion? May  it  be  asserted  that  there  should  be  a 
difference  in  acquisition  and  instruction,  for  the 
teacher?  The  physician  has  adopted  special  meth- 
ods which  are  now  acknowledged  as  indispensable 
to  success  in  the  medical  profession ;  the  lawyer  has  advocated  for 
Mb  vocation  special  professional  training,  and  colleges  of  law  are 
the  results  of  this  plea;  the  minister,  engineer,  architect,  and 
others  in  specialized  and  professional  avenues  of  life  recognize  the 
merits  which  are  found  in  special  preparation*  In  the  meantime, 
what  of  the  teacher  and  his  preparation  ? 

Among  American  educators,  dominant  in  scholarship,  the 
teacher's  profession  forges  to  the  front  as  that  profession  in  which 
method  and  specialization  are  of  prime  importance.  In  the 
fields  of  specialty  which  are  open  to  the  prospective  teacher,  of 
all  branches  of  study,  history  is  the  one  study  in  which  it  is  very 
necessary  for  students  and  teachers  to  have  a  clear  conscious- 
ness of  the  methods  and  materials  which  they  have  secured  for 
classroom  utilization. 

However,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  teachers  who  obviously 
follow  good  methods  in  history  instruction  and  are  recognized 
as  scholars  of  the  first  rank,  but  who  have  not  studied  meth- 
odology in  the  universities  or  in  the  colleges  for  teachers.  Yet 
this  can  be  no  argument ;  in  truth,  fa  our  opinion,  it  would  be  a 
strained  inference  to  conclude  that  teachers,  writers  and  histor- 
ians of  the  future  have  no  need  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
materials  for  historical  work  and  the  modem  advances  in  the 
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processes  of  instruction.  Admitting  that  t^ere  are  those  who  have 
learned  to  teach  well — "by  a  gift  of  nature" — it  would  be  easy 
•to  oppose  these  few  individuals  with  innumerable  exceptions  in 
the  use  of  irrational  and  illogical  methods,  preposterous  logic, 
and  unsystetnatized  analysis  in  spite  of  a  copious  knowledge  of 
the  subject  matter.  Experience  may  be  a  good  teacher ;  but  even 
with  experience  many  teachers  make  mistakes,  and  therefore  in 
directing  the  mental  procedure  of  the  classroom,  experience  cannot 
be  the  only  guide,  for  it — of  itself — ^must  be  directed  and  guided 
80  that  it  may  fimction  in  correct  channels.  The  teadier  may 
become  a  follower  of  the  experience  of  others  but  slavish  adher-. 
ence  to  this  experience  makes  one  a  slave  or  a  dependent  upon  mere 
form.  ^  While  teaching  under  the  guidance  of  principles  and 
method  changes  the  attitude  of  the  pupil  from  semi-antagonism 
to  earnest  acquirement  and  gives  to  the  teacher  the  inspiration  for 
direction  and  the  rightful  opportunity  for  freedonau  Methodology 
and  breadth  of  vision  must  be  shown  to  our  teachers,  and  a  check 
thus  offered  to  the  misdirected  and  superfluous  work  which  char- 
acterizes the  best  instruction  of  some  of  our  schools  and  colleges. 

A  greater  part  of  those  who  have  entered  a  career  of  historical 
study  and  teaching  have  done  so  without  a  single  inquiry  of 
themselves  whether  they  are  prepared  for  historical  instruction 
or  whether  they  are  acquainted  with  the  general  methods  of  his- 
torical synthesis.  One  teacher  instructs  in  the  subject  because  it 
has  been  assigned  to  him  by  the  principal  or  supervising  instruc- 
tor ;  another  chooses  it  because  he  has  been  successful  in  it  during 
his  college  course;  still  others  because  it  seems  to  be  a  compara- 
tively easy  subject  after  the  first  year  of  teaching.  To  the  serious 
observer,  how  doubly  important  does  it  become  to  reorganize  our 
instructing  corps,  to  explode  these  groundless  theories  and  to 
abolish  the  absurd  and  unpedagogical  methods  which  have  been 
adopted  therewith  I 

This  problem  of  efficient  history  instruction  has  confronted 
American  educational  leaders  for  several  decades,  but  of  very 
recent  development  is  the  appearance  of  a  normally  collective 
opinion  favoring  the  specialization  of  instruction  and  content  It 
is  plain  that  any  reform  in  the  study  and  teaching  of  history  in 
the  schools  must  begin  with  the  colleges  and  the  higher  schools  of 
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instructioiiy  for  they  are  prepared  to  train  and  develop  the  makers 
and  reformers  of  educational  programs.  It  was  in  1839  that  the 
first  separate  professorship  in  history  was  instituted  at  Harvard 
College*  This  was  the  first  distinct  recognition  of  this  branch 
of  study  and  it  led  ultimately  to  the  same  recognition  by  other 
standard  American  institutions  of  learning.  C!olumbia  and  the 
University  of  Michigan  followed  this  action  in  1857  and  Yale 
in  1866.  The  graduates  of  these  institutions,  having  continued 
their  study  abroad,  especially  in  Germany,  returned  to  America 
and  brought  with  them  the  presently  well  known  "Seminary^' 
methods.  The  introduction  of  these  scholarly  and  original  re- 
search methods  resulted  in  the  development  of  well-trained  teachers 
who  were  eager  to  see  that  history  should  receive  more  attention 
in  the  school  curriculum  and  that  its  methods  should  be  improved. 
Many  co-operative  efforts  have  been  made  by  representative 
committees  and  organizations  for  the  purpose  of  placing  historical 
instruction  upon  the  scholarly  pedestal  to  which  it  belongs.  But, 
while  the  reform  which  has  been  begun  throu^  these  reports  has 
not  reached  its  climax  and  the  historical  associations  have  not  se- 
cured the  ideal  system  which  they  have  advocated,  yet  the  progress 
is  satisfactory  and  prophetic  of  a  better  future. 

The  reorganization  of  the  historical  work  in  the  colleges  and 
the  advoca<7  by  organizations  and  representative  committees  dem- 
onstrate the  inadequacy  of  the  historical  methods  in  use  in  some 
of  our  schools.  With  earnest  criticism  the  leaders  in  American 
education  are  turning  their  attention  to  the  improvement  of  bpih 
the  teacher  and  his  tools.  The  old  text  book  can  no  longer  suffice 
and  the  teacher  who  stands  with  thumb  or  finger  upon  selected 
passages  of  the  texts  criticising  the  ^^memorization"  of  the  pupil, 
must  give  way  to  those  who  are  more  efficient  in  instruction.  The 
modem  teacher  of  history  must  ^^know  his  subject",  must  be  able 
to  distinguish  important  facts,  to  correlate  details  and  to  produce 
abundant  illustrative  material  This  teacher  can  be  produced 
only  through  a  specialization  in  method  and  content  and  only 
through  the  adoption  of  a  point  of  view  which  will  differ  from 
that  of  the  average  collegiate  student. 

Among  those  special  qualifications  of  the  successful  history 
teacher,  as  foundation  stories,  the  grasp  of  subject-matter  and 
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the  mastery  of  details  are  without  substitutes  in  this  oonneoticm. 
Knowledge  of  the  subject,  however,  cannot  of  itself  produce  a 
good  teadier.  For,  in  addition  to  methods  and  principles,  in- 
nately the  teacher  must  possess  a  desire  to  seek  and  state  the  truth, 
to  have  the  truth  stated,  and  the  ability  to  direct  pupils  in  their 
search  for  the  truth;  historical  insight  tempered  by  sympathy 
must  be  used  and  the  proper  historical  perspective  cultivated* 

In  the  elementary  schools  the  ability  to  tell  a  story  is  of  first 
importance.  Here,  the  historical  work  is  biographical  and  good 
narration  is  fundamental.  In  the  college  and  hi^  school  the 
same  quality  must  be  used.  The  ^'lecture"  is  to  supplement  the 
text  book,  for  at  this  stage  of  advancement,  narrative  style  while 
being  less  prominent,  is  yet  to  fill  a  place  in  the  class  room  com- 
parable to  the  text  book.  The  effective  lecture  calls  for  the  best 
within  the  teacher — a  retaitive  memory,  sound  judgment,  an 
abundance  of  clear  and  simple  language  and  an  ^enthusiastic  in- 
terest in  the  subject.  The  presence  of  this  last  quality  will  de- 
termine whether  the  classroom  exercise  is  to  become  a -grinding 
process  or  a  pleasant  and  profitable  educational  procedure. 

This  is  the  type  of  teacher  which  the  historical  departments 
should  seek  to  develop.  For  we  believe  that  the  time  is  long  past 
when  persons,  having  no  knowledge  of  auxiliary  subjects,  no  con- 
ception of  historical  method,  and  possessing  only  the  knowledge 
outlined  by  the  text  book,  should  be  tolerated  in  our  schools.  The 
attention  of  American  educators  in  recent  years  has  turned  toward 
progressive  aspirations  and  fuller  realizations. 

Through  oral  reports  from  original  investigations,  student  lec- 
tures, student  reviews,  the  use  of  source  material,  historical  com- 
position— the  essay  and  thesis  system — ^special  reports  on  se- 
lected topics,  collateral  readings,  the  presentation  of  selected 
bibliographies,  the  discussion  of  method  and  courses  presenting 
the  methods  and  principles  of  historical  instruction^  we  are  pre- 
paring teachers  who  will  be  adequately  equipped  for  educational 
endeavor. 

But  we  must  seek  to  impress  the  teacher  with  the  fact  that 
"what  to  teach'*  is  of  more  importance  than  *Tiow  to  teach'* — ^in 
short,  that  "matter  always  comes  before  method."  Courses  in 
historical  method  and  teaching  of  history  cannot  produce  teachers 
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unless  there  has  been  an  acquirement  of  subject  matter  in  previous 
years.  This  early  acquirement  must  have  been  conducted  in 
modem  ways  and  with  modem  methods,  or  else  the  student  of 
method  must  reconstruct  his  entire  vision  in  order  to  reap  full  ben- 
efit from  the  courses  of  study.  These  courses  should  outUne  in  a 
general  manner  the  collateral  subject  matter  and  should  treat  of 
methods  of  study  and  presentation  or  the  courses  will  not  have 
given  to  the  coming  teachers  those  values  to  which  they  are  due. 
Even  the  class  use  of  one  text  book,  which  is  standard,  cannot  give 
us  good  history  teachers.  Supplementary  and  collateral  reading 
gives  breadth  and  depth  to  history,  and  it  should  be  the  purpose 
of  our  colleges  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  reading  and  to  encourage 
the  habit  of  research  and  the  ^^historical  sense''  in  the  studaits 
who  are  to  be  the  future  instructors  of  our  children.  Correct 
methods  of  study  and  presentation  in  history  enhance  the  beauty 
and  culture  of  its  subject  matter,  and  it  brings  the  student  into  an 
atmosphere  in  which  acquirement  loses  some  of  its  work  and  be- 
comes a  pleasurable  exercise. 

History  is  now  accorded  a  definite  place  in  the  curriculum  of 
both  the  secondary  school  and  the  college  by  the  directors  of 
America^  school  programs;  and  if  properly  equipped  teachers 
can  be  secured,  there  will  be  a  cessation  of  the  deadening  memory 
grind  and  the  text  book  recitation  which  has  made  history  an  "in- 
strument of  torture"  to  the  average  student,  and  it  will  become  an 
instrument  of  culture  which  will  offer  to  our  students  a  deeper 
mental  value  and  training  and  an  equipment  of  manful  ideals 
which  are  so  needed  in  America's  citizenship. 
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The  Giving  of  History  Examinatioiis 

By  J.  Madisoi^  GAXHAinr,  A.  M.,  Head  of  the  Histoby 

Dbpabtmeih?,  Hopb  Stbbet  High  School, 

PsovipEiroB,  Rhode  Islaih). 

i^HY  for  these  many  years  have  we  history  teadiers 
been  so  pronouncedly  secretive  as  to  the  wording 
of  our  examination  questions  ?  Usually  the  teacher 
diinks  that  it  would  be  a  pedagogical  crime  to  let 
his  pupils  know  in  advance  the  nature  of  the  exam- 
ination questions.  To  let  his  pupils  know  the 
eoMict  wording  of  the  questions  to  be  given  would 
be  to  commit  an  unpardonable  sul  If  such  be 
the  case,  for  some  years  past  I  have  been  committing  numerous 
unpardonable  sins.  In  most  all  cases  I  not  only  give  out  the 
wording  of  the  questions  but  dictate  the  questions  from  two  to 
eight  days  in  advance.  Will  the  reader  of  this  article  please 
hold  his  wrath  and  pronounce  no  anathema  against  this  depart- 
ure from  the  good  old  orthodox  way  of  giving  history  examina- 
tions until  he  has  carefully  thought  over  what  is  to  be  said  in 
defense  of  the  change  ? 

I  say  "the  good  old  orthodox  way"  because  I  so  distinctly  re- 
member it,  and  as  distinctly  recall  how  thorou^y  I  used  to  de- 
test all  history  and  all  history  teaching,  and  recoil  from  the  ap- 
proaching examination.  Our  teacher  of  history  used  to  say: 
^^Tomorrow  you  will  have  an  examination  on  chapters  so  and  so. 
Please  prepare  yourselves  for  it  thoroughly."  If  any  one  of  us 
ventured  to  ask  about  the  nature  of  the  examination  questions  we 
were  politely  informed  that  we  were  to  ask  no  questions  about 
fhem,  and  that  it  would  not  be  right  for  the  teacher  to  answer 
such  questions. 

This  accustomed  way  of  giving  history  examinations  is  subject 
to  at  least  one  half  dozen  criticisms  of  an  adverse  nature. 

1.  In  the  first  place  it  causes  the  pupil  to  waste  a  lot  of  val- 
uable time,  and  tends  to  encourage  the. gambling  spirit     He 
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wastes  time  and  at  the  same  time  gambles  in  wondering  what 
questions  will  be  put  to  him  "tomorrow",  and  just  how  they  will 
be  put.  He  also  spends  time  in  guessing  what  topics  or  subjects 
he  can  omit  and  "get  by."  Many  half-hours  slip  away  in  the 
course  of  a  year  or  two  in  this  way.  Very  frequently  one  pupil 
will  say  to  another:  "What  questions  do  you  think  we  will  get 
in  the  'exam'  ?"  And  what  teacher  in  the  course  of  his  experience 
has  not  noticed  the  satisfied  smile  creeping  over  the  faces  of  his 
pupils  as  he  dictated  this  or  that  question?  Which  is  as  much 
as  to  say  "We  griessed  it  right!" 

2.  In  the  second  place  it  disappoints  and  discourages  the  pu- 
pil. He  has  made  what  seemed  to  him  a  thorough  and  painstak- 
ing preparation.  But  questions  demanding  that  particular  kind 
of  preparation  were  not  asked.  Other  questions  did  appear,  some 
of  which  seemed  to  the  pupik  rather  pettish  and  insignificant. 
The  thorough  preparation  meant  by  the  teacher  and  the  thorou^ 
preparation  made  by  the  pupil  missed  each  other,  and  the  result 
was  one  of  serious  disappointment  and  discouragement  to  the 
pupil. 

3.  In  the  third  place,  examinations  as  usually  given,  are  not 
fair  to  the  pupil  or  to  the  teacher.  The  pupil  is  not  satisfied  be- 
cause he  knows  that  he  kniows  more  about  the  subject  than  those 
particular  questions  asked  for,  and  the  teacher  is  dissatisfied  be- 
cause those  particular  questions  were  not  answered  better,  ques- 
tions which  he  thou^t  very  essential,  and  consequently  the  con- 
scientious teacher  feels  that  his  ability  as  a  teacher  is  not  properly 
represented  by  the  results  of  the  examination,  the  very  thing  that 
is  supposed  to  reveal  to  himself  his  ability  as  a  dispenser  of 
knowledge.  He  knows  well  enough  that  in  very  many  cases  if  he 
should  give  the  pupils  who  failed  another  set  of  questions  fully 
as  difficult  and  fully  as  important,  those  pupils  would  pass  the 
second  examination.  But  he  can't  very  well  keep  on  giving  ex- 
aminations for  the  system  will  not  permit  it. 

4.  Again,  the  accustomed  way  of  giving  history  examinations 
offers  no  real  incentive  to  pupil  to  make  a  thorough  preparation. 
He  is  apt  to  feel  that  the  results  gained  are  slim  compared  with 
the  exertion  expended.  He  feels  that  the  reward  he  receives  is 
inadequate.     Here  "reward"  means  not  simply  the  mark  re- 
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oeived,  which  is  fundamentally  relatively  unimportant  thon^ 
usually  considered  greatly  important  by  the  pupil^  but  in  addition 
means  mental  reward^  the  enrichment  and  deepening  of  the  pu- 
pil's mental  life^  the  broadening  of  his  concept  of  history,  last- 
ing impressions  of  things  really  significant.  Most  any  pupil  will 
go  home  after  an  examination  deeply  contented  if  he  personally 
feels  that  his  preparation  for  the  examination  and  the  taking  of 
the  examination  have  won  for  him  the  result  mentioned  in  the 
last  sentence.  But  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  that  result  has 
not  usually  been  achieved. 

5.  In  the  fifth  place,  it  does  not  take  account  of  the  fact  that 
the  sense  of  historical  proportion  is  seriously  lacking  in  the  aver- 
age pupil.  It  fails  to  take  into  account  that  the  young  mind 
should  be  trained  in  the  way  it  should  go.  Secondary  school 
pupils  are  not  mature  enough  to  realize  that  in  their  preparation 
for  an  examination  there  is  a  difference  between  things  that  are 
important  and  things  that  are  greatly  important  in  history.  Even 
after  careful  teaching  in  recitation  work  pupils  are  apt  still  to  lay 
great  stress  on  those  things  which  appeal  to  their  youthful  imagi- 
nation and  leave  almost  untouched  the  weightier  things,  such  as 
the  deeper  forces  in  the  life  of  the  peoples  whom  they  have 
studied.  One  illustration  will  serve.  Many  a  pupil  has  con- 
sidered the  tracing  of  the  exact  route  of  Hannibal  over  the  Alps 
of  much  more  serious  import  than  the'  reasons  why  he  went  over 
the  Alps  or  the  significance  of  Hannibal's  stay  in  Italy.  I  re- 
member very  distinctly  of  spending  two  hours  one  evening  be- 
fore an  examination  in  learning  the  details  of  Hannibal's  rout 
from  Saguntum  to  Cannae.  After  the  examination  my  teacher 
told  me  that  I  had  done  so  well  in  describing  the  march  that  he 
did  not  have  the  heart  to  fail  me  in  the  rest  of  the  examination  I 

6.  As  a  rule  most  pupils  dread  the  approach  of  an  examina- 
tion in  history.  Some  audibly  sigh  when  the  date  for  the  coming 
ordeal  is  announced.  They  consider  the  examination  a  waste  of 
time  and  a  disappointing  experience ;  they  think  that  it  does  not 
test  their  knowledge  of  the  subject  fairly;  and  they  have  no  real 
incentive  for  undertaking  it;  they  do  not  know  how  to  differen- 
tiate the  important  from  the  more  important,  and  view  the  whole 
process  as  a  tangled  mess.    That  many  pupils,  perhaps  the  great 
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majority^  really  dislike  the  examination  as  usually  given  is  irre- 
futable. They  dread  it  This  is  a  serious  matter.  It  should 
not  be.  But  is  there  a  way  out  of  it  ?  I.  am  quite  sure  there  is. 
Bead  the  following  Review  Examination  questions  on  the  Per- 
sian War.  Eemember  that  these  questions  are  to  be  dictated 
to  the  class  about  a  week  before  the  examination  is  to  be  given. 
Or,  for  that  matter,  they  might  be  dictated  before  the  class  begins 
its  study  of  the  war. 

1.  Give  a  summary  of  the  events  of  the  war  in  ten  or  twelve 
sentences.    Ko  important  event  is  to  be  left  out. 

2.  Tell  the  story  of  the  revolt  of  the  lonians.  What  was  the 
relation  between  this  revolt  and  Persia's  attack  on  European 
Greece? 

S.  Be  able  to  locate  the  following  on  a  roughly  sketched  map — 
(1)  Ionia,  (2)  Ephesus,  (3)  Thrace,  (4)  Mount  Athos, 
(5)  Marathon,  (6)  Salamis,  (7)  Thessaly,  (8)  Thermopy- 
lae, (9)  Plataea. 

4.  What  were  the  causes  of  the  war  with  Persia?  In  what 
ways  did  Greece  prepare  for  this  war  ? 

-5.  Compare  the  Persian  mode  of  fitting  with  the  GreeL  Com- 
pare these  with  modem  methods  of  warfare. 

4.  Define  ostracism.  Explain  the  process  of  ostracising  a  man. 
Was  ostracism  of  any  advantage  to  Athens  ?  Give  reasons. 
Would  you  advocate  such  a  method  today  ?    Discuss. 

7*^  Which  seems  to  have  served  his  coimtry  better,  Themistocles 
or  Aristides?  Give  proofs.  Were  these  men  living  today, 
which  political  party  do  you  think  they  would  join  ?  Give 
reasons. 

:8.  What  help  did  Sparta  and  the  Peloponnesian  League  render 
in  the  Persian  War  ?  Could  the  Greeks  have  been  successful 
without  them  ?    Seasons  for  your  opinion. 

9.  Make  a  list  of  all  the  men  mentioned  in  your  text  who  had 
to  do  with  the  Persian  War.  Which  ones  helped  most  on 
the  Persian  side  ?  The  Greek  side  ?  Tell  why. 
10.  What  mistakes  did  the  Greeks  make  in  this  war  ?  The  Per- 
sians? What  mistakes  did  each  come  near  making?  How 
did  they  avoid  making  more  mistakes  ? 
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11.  ,  Why  did  Athens  have  internal  factions  ?    How  was  f|U5tion- 

alism  crushed  out  between  Marathon  and  Thermopylae  t 
Why  do  we  have  different  political  parties  today?  Kame 
the  leading  ones. 

12.  What  was  the  strategy  of  Themistocles  ?  What  was  the 
message  he  sent  to  Xerxes?  Would  you  have  sent  it?  In 
the  time  of  war^  are  all  sorts  of  means  justifiable  which 
bring  about  seemingly  good  results  ? 

13.  Compare  Persia  and  Hellas  as  to  (1)  territory,  (2)  popu- 
lation (3)  government,  (4)  military  power,  (5)  wealth, 
(6)  civilization. 

14.  Conunent  briefly  on  the  following: 

(1)  The  significance  of  490  B.  C,  480  B.  C,  and  479 
B.  C.  in  Greek  history. 

(2)  The  difference  in  the  attitude  of  Croesus  and  Cyrus 
toward  the  Asiatic  Greeks.     Account  for  it 

(3)  The  struggle  between  Sicily  and  Carthage. 

^4)  Some  things  that  took  place  during  the  war  which 
were  discreditable  to  Greek  patriotism. 

15.  Discuss  somewhat  at  length  the  meaning  of  the  Greek  vic- 
tory over  Persia  to  Greece  and  to  world  civilization.  No 
less  than  five  important  results  should  be  discussed. 

16.  Compare  this  national  struggle  for  Greek  freedom  with 
other  national  stru^les  for  freedom. 

In  giving  examinations  in  this  particular  way  several  things 
constitute  the  understanding  between  the  teacher  and  the  clasd. 

1.  That  the  set  of  examination  questions  will  as  a  rule  be  se- 
selected  from  the  questions  dictated,  but  perhaps  in  com- 
bination or  with  slight  modification. 

2.  That  the  teacher  reserves  the  privilege  of  asking  some  ques- 
tions not  dictated. 

3.  That  wherever  possible  the  answers  must  contain  informa- 
tion in  addition  to  that  foimd  in  the  text  book  used.    That 
is,  the  pupil  is  to  present  evidence  that  he  has  gleaned 
material  for  his  examination  from  sources  outside  the  text  ' 
booL 

4.  That  above  all,  the  answers  given  must  be  more  completely 
expressed,  more  compactly  and  unifiedly  expressed,  and  the 
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manner  of  expression   (the  English  used)  must  be  more 
highly  commendable  than  when  the  usual  method  of  giving 
examinations  is  used. 
What  are  the  advantages  of  giving  history  examinations  in 
this  new  way  ? 

1.  In  the  first  place  the  pupil  is  prevented  from  holding  the 
idea  that  the  examination  is  a  waste  of  time.  He  knows 
what  the  teacher  expects.  He  knows  what  he  has  to  do.  It 
is  a  firm  bargain. 

2.  If  his  examination  proves  to  be  a  disappointment^  he  and 
he  al<me  is  responsible  for  such  disappointment  He  cannot 
shunt  responsibility^  giving  some  plausible  reason  for  his 
poor  showing.    He  knows  in  advance  what  is  called  for. 

3.  It  is  absolutely  fair. 

The  preparation  expected  of  the  pupil  and  the  pupil's  prepa- 
ration cannot  very  well  miss.  If  they  do  miss,  the  pupil  is 
the  sinner,  not  the  teacher.  It  effectively  prohibits  "catch 
questions" ,  and  questions  of  a  petty  unexpected  nature. 
When  such  a  method  is  used  the  pupil  will  feel  it  unjust 
to  tell  the  teacher  that  it  would  have  been  fairer  for  him 
as  a  pupil  if  some  other  question  had  be^i  ai^ed.  And  the 
teacher  as  he  reads  the  examination  papers  will  feel  that 
his  own  teaching  has  had  a  fairer  chance  to  be  properly  im- 
derstood  and  that  the  results  of  his  teaching  have  had  a 
fairer  chance  to  be  properly  represented.  It  is  also  fairer 
than  the  usual  method,  for  fewer  pupils  will  fail,  not  be- 
cause less  has  been  asked  of  them  (the  very  opposite  being 
true)  but  because  (1)  pupils  will  actually  know  more  about 
the  subject  and  have  a  chance  to  know  it  as  it  ou^t  to  be 
known  by  them,  (2)  they  will  have  greater  interest  in  what 
they  are  to  do,  and  (3)  they  will  have  no  loophole  by  which 
they  can  excuse  themselves  to  themselves  or  to  others. 
4*  It  furnishes  a  real  incentive  to  work.  A  pupil  is  quite  will- 
ing to  work  when  he  feels  fairly  sure  that  his  effort  is  going 
to  function  successfully.  According  to  this  method  a  very 
definite  requirement  is  placed  before  the  pupil  and  he  is 
'  absolutely  sure  that  he  can  accomplish  definite  results.  He 
j         is  not  only  confident  that  he  can  get  at  least  a  moderately 
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good  mark,  but  he  is  also  confident  that  he  will  receive  a 
larger  mental  enrichment  or  reward  than  he  could  get  in 
preparing  for  an  examination  in  the  usual  way. 

5.  Again,  this  method  prevents  the  dread  and  fear  of  the  ex- 
amination period.  There  is  no  dread.  There  is  no  fear. 
The  task  has  been  definitely  set  The  pupil  knows  what  he 
can  do  before  he  begins  to  write,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  write. 
It  is  well  known  that  some  pupils  find  themselves  almost  un- 
strung and  wildly  nervous  as  the  examination  period  ap- 
proaches. Such  can  never  do  anywhere  near  their  best 
These  should  be  saved.  If  the  pupil  were  your  child  yon 
would  think  so.  It  is  the  business  of  teachers^  be  the  in- 
tellectual salvation  of  their  pupils — not  to  pass  them  for 
the  mere  sake  of  passing  them,  but  to  devise  such  methods 
of  instruction  and  examination  that  the  pupils  will  save 
themselves  throu^  the  teacher.  If  the  dread  and  fear  of 
the  examination  are  gone,  pupils  will  like  history  better. 

6.  This  method  of  giving  examinations  obviates  the  necessity 
of  spending  two  or  three  recitations  in  review  before 
each  examination.  This  is  all  the  more  true  if  the  teadier 
dictates  the  questions  a  week  in  advance.  Preparation  for 
an  examination  should  mean  much  more  than  merely  re- 
viewing the  work  that  has  been  done  in  class.  Questicms 
should  be  so  worded  that  pupils  will  get  a  larger,  more  fun- 
damental and  revitalized  view  than  they  got  by  covering 
the  ground  by  piece-meal. 

7.  Another  thing  in  favor  of  this  way  is  that  it  gives  a  diance 
to  put  the  questions  in  such  a  way  as  to  force  the  pupils  to 
use  their  text  books  as  reference  books.  This  they  will  not 
do  in  preparing  for  an  examination  unless  the  questions 
make  it  necessary  to  do  so.  It  is  surprising  how  much 
more  pupils  will  see  in  their  text  books  upon  a  given  sub- 
ject when  the  books  are  made  use  of  in  this  way,  and  the 
permanency  of  what  they  get  is  fully  as  surprising  as  the 
extra  amount  they  see  in  the  text 

8.  Another  advantage  is  that  by  this  method  pupils  will  absorb 
more  real  historical  knowledge  than  in  any  other  way  I 
know  of.     Our  real  object  in  examining  pupils  is  to  find 
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out  how  much  and  how  well  they  know,  not  to  find  out 
how  much  they  don't  know.    Just  think  how  much  a  pupil 
would  know  about  the  Persian  war  after  he  had  diligently 
searched  for  the  answers  to  the  sixteen  questions  found  in 
this  article  on  that  topic  1 
9.     The  greatest  advantage  is  that  it  gives  the  teacher  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  to  help  develop  in  his  pupils  the  sense 
of  historical  proportion.    Many  distorted  judgments,  much 
real  harm,  and  considerable  injustice  have  been  results  of 
a  lack  of  this  sense.    Of  course  a  great  deal  here  depends 
upon  the  skill  of  the  teacher  in  framing  questions.     Well- 
phrased  questions  compel  careful  thinking  and  furnish  one 
of  the  best  ways  in  the  world  for  developing  in  the  pupil 
sane^  safe,  skilful,  and  analytical  judgment  of  men,  insti- 
tutions and  movements. 
If  any  history  teacher  is  not  convinced  that  this  way  of  giving 
examinations  is  better  than  the  usual  method — ^the  method  of 
telling  pupils  to  prepare  thoroughly  for  an  examination  without 
giving  them  questions — ^let  him  reread  the  set  of  questions  found 
in  this  article,  then  let  him  put  this  question  to  himself:  "Would 
not  my  pupils  get  more  out  of  their  preparation  for  an  exami- 
nation on  the  Persian  War  were  I  to  dictate  those  questions  to 
them  in  advance  (or  a  similar  set),  insisting  on  the  conditions 
making  up  the  understanding  between  the  teacher  and  his  class, 
than  they  would  get  out  of  a  usual  preparation  for  an  examina- 
tion on  tiie  Persian  War'*  ? 

What  is  the  answer?  If  he  is  still  unconverted  let  him  try  a 
few  times  the  method  that  has  been  suggested.  If  he  does  try  it, 
I  am  sure  he  will  never  return  to  the  orthodox  way  of  giving 
history  examinations. 
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(^Contirmed  from  March  Education) 

§4.  Turning  how  from  the  teacher  to  the  pupil,  it  is  to  be 
said  that  one  of  the  chief  reasons  for  proposing  the  plan  under 
consideration  is,  that  in  the  case  of  a  dull  child,  whose  interest 
his  teacher  has  been  unable  to  awaken  sufficiently  to  lead  him  to 
a  mastery  of  the  subject  of  instruction,  it  is  an  injury,  rather  than 
a  benefit,  to  keep  him  droning  over  the  same  subject-matter  twice 
the  normal  length  of  time.  If  the  child's  failure  to  make  the 
minimum  of  normal  progress  is  due  to  some  temporary  cause,  as 
ilbiess,  a  protracted  absence,  or  the  like,  it  will  ordinarily  no 
doubt  be  advisable  to  transfer  him  (not  at  the  expiration  of  some 
arbitrarily  fixed  period  for  the  continuation  of  a  dass,  but  at 
once)  to  a  class  which  is  not  so  far  advanced  as  that  with  which 
he  had  previously  been  working;  but  if  the  failure  to  make  nor- 
mal progress  is  due  to  a  more  permanent  condition, — ^to  general 
mental  incapacity  (not  sufficient  to  indicate  that  he  should  be  in 
a  special  school  for  the  feeble-minded,  and  not  the  result  of  some 
particular  sense  defect  or  other  cause  that  can  be  determined  and 
given  special  treatment),  to  mental  lethargy,  to  a  lade  of  interest 
in  school  matters,  even  to  continuous  irregularity  of  attendance 
or  chronic  ill  health, — ^the  child  (if  not  removed  from  the  com- 
mon school,  for  the  benefit  of  his  physical,  mental  and  moral 
health)  should  be  kept  moving  forward,  at  a  slow  pace,  it  may  be, 
but  at  a  pace  no  slower  than  the  general  rate  of  his  psycho-physi- 
cal development  and  in  association  with  children  whose  stage  of 
^psycho-physical  development  corresponds  in  a  general  way  with 
his  own.  I  do  not  mean  that  it  will  never  be  found  wholesome  to 
try  the  plan  of  having  him  go  over,  with  a  different  teacher  and 
a  younger  set  of  children,  a  part  of  the  work  he  has  previously 
been  over.  These  changed  conditions  may  occasionally  afford 
the  needed  stimulus  and  help  the  child  to  better  results — ^die 
change  of  teacher  may  be  especially  helpfuL   But  to  repeat  this 
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process  again  and  again,  and  insist  that  he  shall  make  a  certain, 
£xed,  minimal  response  to  definite  tests  of  attainment  before  be- 
ing allowed  to  advance,  and  thus  make  it  impossible  for  him  to 
^t  out  of  the  primary  department  before  he  is  twelve  years  old, 
or  to  leave  the  elementary  department  until  he  is  an  adolescent 
of  sixteen  or  more — ^this  is  a  futile  waste  of  the  child's  time,  is 
almost  certain  to  have  a  pernicious  effect  upon  his  moral  and 
mental,  and  even  upon  his  physical  development,  and  is  likely  to 
make  him  a  failure  in  life  from  every  point  of  view.  When  it 
has  become  apparent  that  he  will  not  keep  pace  with  any  group 
of  pupils,  what  benefit  is  to  come  from  demoting  him  from  that 
group  with  which  his  general  development  most  nearly  corre- 
sponds, putting  him  into  a  strange  environment,  and  dishearten- 
ing him  by  associating  him  with  yoimger  pupils  into  whose  com- 
pany he  comes  under  the  disadvantage,  not  alone  of  being  a 
stranger  and  in  a  different  stage  of  development,  but  of  being 
one  who  is  known  to  have  failed  to  hold  his  own  with  his  previous 
associates!  Let  us  have  comnMHi  sense  enough  to  recognize  that 
there  is  a  considerable  number  of  children  who  are  not  likely 
1o  get  a  great  amount  of  benefit  from  any  kind  of  systematic, 
intellectual  training.  In  such  cases,  so  long  as  they  are  in  ihe 
stages  of  childhood  and  boyhood  and  girlhood  proper  (as  dis- 
tinguished from  adolescence),  let  the  sdiool  do  what  it  can  for 
them ;  let  them  advance  through  the  school  with  their  fellows  and 
get  what  Hiey  can  absorb  from  the  school  atmosphere  and  the 
olass  work  as  they  go  along.  They  may  then,  and  very  probably 
will,  find  something  in  some  part  of  the  curriculum  to  which 
ihej  will  respond  with  some  zest  and  success.  But  whether  they 
•do  so  or  not,  let  them  leave  the  elementary  school  as  soon  as  they 
liave  passed  beyond  the  stage  of  boyhood  and  girlhood  proper,  the 
prepubescent  stage ;  and  if  nothing  can  be  done  to  make  good  in 
the  secondary  transition  department  their  previous  deficiencies, 
and  if  nothing  in  the  school  for  adolescents  seems  to  call  forth 
any  response  in  them,  let  them  leave  school  and  go  to  work  af  t^ 
a  year  or  so  in  the  special  transition  class  for  those  who  are 
passing  from  boyhood  or.  girlhood  into  adolescence.  Let  them  at 
least,  at  each  stage  in  their  development,  have  the  chance  for  edu- 
cation (in  the  large  sense  of  that  term)  that  is  given  by  a  suitable 
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environment  for  the  given  stage  of  development^  instead  of  hold- 
ing them  prisoners  in  an  outgrown  environment  designed  for  those 
at  a  lower  stage  of  maturity.  Some  day,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  school 
authorities  will  understand  that  it  is  the  business  of  the  school 
as  a  social  institution  to  afford  the  most  favorable  opportunities 
for  the  development  of  the  young  person,  but  that  it  is  not  its 
business  to  insist  upon  making  him  master  of  a  certain  definite 
quantum  of  fact  and  facility. 

The  failure  to  recognize  the  importance  of  adapting  the  school 
work  to  the  stage  of  the  pupil's  general  development,  which  has 
made  the  school  a  place  of  torment,  often  a  place  of  hopeless  dis- 
couragement to  so  many  pupils  in  the  past,  has  another  side  than 
that  referred  to  in  the  last  paragrapL  I  refer  to  the  grave  in- 
jury that  comes  from  allowing  mentally  precocious  children  to 
go  as  fast  as  their  mental  power,  and  especially  their  mental  ac- 
quisitiveness, may  render  possible,  regardless  of  their  physical  de- 
velopment. The  only  safe  method  is  to  plan  the  curriculum  with 
reference  to  the  general  development  of  the  being  to  be  educated ; 
and  in  case  the  mental  development,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  gen- 
eral physical  development  on  the  other,  seem  to  correspond  ill,* 
let  the  general  physical  development  be  given  first  consideration. 
This  method  of  procedure,  unfortunately,  has  not  yet  gained  the 
approval  it  deserves,  although  it  is  long  since  it  was  first  sug- 
gested. In  answer  to  the  suggestion  made  by  Superintendent 
Harrington,  of  New  Bedford,  in  1874,  that  instead  of  keeping 
dull  children  a  great  length  of  time  on  an  inelastic  curriculum, 
a  minimum  core  of  work  should  be  provided  for  these,  which 
could  be  indefinitely  expanded  for  the  brighter  children,  Super- 
intendent Hervey*,  of  Auburn,  N.  T.,  after  commending  certain 
aspects  of  the  plan,  said:  ^^It  has  the  disadvantage  ...  of  not 
providing  for  tfie  more  rapid  advancement  through  the  grades  of 
those  who,  without  detriment  to  themselves,  could  cover  the 
ground  in  a  shorter  time.''  At  the  bottom  of  this  criticism  there 
seems  to  me  to  lie  a  very  serious  misconception.  There  are  doubt- 
less exceptional  himian  beings  whom  no  general  plan  of  education 

*A  case  that  1b  always  exceptional,  althougrh  every  teacher  of  larflre  experi- 
ence has  probably  known  some  yoimg  person  or  persons  in  whom  the  diverKence 
was  sufficient  to  be  troublesome,  althousrh  not  sufficient  to  constitute  the 
person  In  question  monstrous  and  so  make  ordinary  methods  of  education 
entirely  inapplicable. 

*At  the  time  he  wrote  the  criticism,  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.     See  Rhode  Island  School  Report  for  1899,  page  116. 
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would  fit;  but  it  cannot  be  too  emphatically  insisted  that^  speak- 
ing generally^  the  rapid  advancement  through  the  grades  of  a 
physically  immature  person  having  an  unusually  quick  and  vig-* 
orous  intellect,  is  not  a  desideratum,  hut  a  grave  evil.  The  con- 
trary notion  has  arisen  from  the  fact  that  the  school  has  so  long 
been  considered — and  has,  alas  I  so  largely  been — ^merely  an  in- 
stitution for  imparting  informationy  or  at  best  as  a  place  for 
menial  training]  it  has  not  yet  come  to  be  generally  recognized 
as  that  which  modem  pedagogy  is  making  it,  an  organized  in- 
strumentality to  assist  the  immature  being  to  the  highest  de- 
velopment possible  for  his  whole  nature,  physical  and  moral,  no 
less  than  intellectual  The  human  being,  let  it  be  repeated,  is  a 
psycho-physical  unit;  and  least  of  all  in  the  case  of  the  child, 
the  inlmature  being,  can  one  part  of  his  nature  be  properly  cul- 
tivated in  disregard  of  the  rest  The  plan  which  I  advocate 
provides  for  the  promotion  of  the  pupil  from  one  department 
into  another  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  completed  the  psycho-physi- 
cal period  of  development  to  which  the  former  department  is 
adapted,  whether  he  has  gained  much  or  little  information,  much 
or  little  physical,  psychical  or  moral  training,  in  the  class  cover- 
ing the  previous  period;  and  this,  I  confidently  maintain  (and 
cite  the  whole  literature  of  child  study  in  support  pf  my  con- 
tention), is  the  only  advancement  through  the  grades  thai  can 
be  had  ^'without  detriment  to  the  pupiL"  The  prepubescent 
child  of  twelve  should  not  be  put  in  harness  vidth  the  adolescent 
of  sixteen,  notwithstanding  that  the  former's  mental  brightness 
and  familiarity  with  literature,  science  and  history  may  be  even 
superior  to  the  latter's.  Let  the  child  pursue  his  subjects  of  study 
according  to  the  general  method  adapted  to  his  stage  of  develop- 
ment (althou^  he  may  do  more  extensive  or  more  elaborate 
work  within  the  given  fields  than  most  of  his  classmates),  and 
let  him  put  his  surplus  energy  into  the  physical  exercise  that  may 
protect  him  from  the  delicacy  and  ill  health  to  which  preco<^ious 
children  are  so  often  subject 

My  contention  does  not  mean  that  a  child  is  to  be  in  a  given 
class  just  because  his  tale  of  years  is  of  a  given  length,  nor  that 
he  is  to  be  kept  in  it  just  so  many  years,  months,  or  days.  If, 
as  sometimes  happens,  the  child  of  twelve  is  physically  as  well 
as  mentally  mature  as  the  average  child  of  fourteen  or  fifteen. 
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by  all  means  put  him  with  the  latter,  and  do  this  whether  or  not 
he  has  acquired  as  much  information  and  discipline  as  the  aver- 
age child  at  the  completion  of  the  elementary  school  period.  If 
he  has  not^  it  is  unfortunate;  but  we  shall  not  mend  matters  hy 
treating  him  as  a  boy  after  he  has  become  a  yotUh.  If  the  ele- 
mentary or  boyhood  department  of  school  has  done  little  for  him^ 
we  must  look  to  the  adolescent  school  in  the  hope  that  it  may  do* 
more  for  hinu 

§5.  To  carry  out  the  plan  of  organization  of  school  work 
herein  proposed,  especially  in  the  matter  of  determining  whea 
children  have  completed  a  certain  stage  of  psycho-physical  de- 
velopment, it  is  desirable,  of  course,  that  in  every  city  school 
system  there  should  be  an  expert  physician,  who  has  made  a 
special  study  of  childhood  in  all  its  phases,  to  act  as  physical  ex* 
aminer  and  sanitary  expert.  Such  an  expert  is,  however,  very 
much  needed  under  existing  systems  of  school  administratimii. 
to  look  after  the  health  of  the  children  and  save  those  defective  in 
some  one  or  more  particulars,  from  the  burden  of  unsuitable  re- 
quirements. Nevertheless,  in  the  absence  of  such  a  thoroughly 
qualified  physician  to  examine  the  children  from  time  to  time 
and  consult  vnth  the  class  teacher  and  principals  as  to  the  advisa^ 
bility  of  transferring  pupils  from  one  department  of  the  school  to 
another,  a  competent  superintendent  in  the  smaller  school  com-* 
munities  and  the  superintendent  and  principal  or  other  super- 
vising officers  in  large  school  systems  could  do  quite  well  all  that 
the  class  teacher  with  a  fair  normal  school  training  might  not 
reasonably  be  expected  to  do.  When  in  accordance  with  educa- 
tional and  physiological  expert  advice,  based  upon  careful  ob- 
servation and  experiment,  the  normal  average  number  of  yeara 
for  the  duration  of  the  play  school  and  the  elementary  school 
classes  had  once  been  determined,  there  would  as  a  rule  be  no 
special  call  for  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  any  but  the  transition- 
class  teachers ;  and  indeed,  inasmuch  as  the  relation  of  the  secon^ 
dary  transition  class  to  the  work  of  the  hi^  school  proper  or 
adolescent  school  that  follows  it,  is  such  that  any  youth  could 
with  advantage  enter  upon  the  work  of  the  latter  as  soon  as  he- 
had  received  the  required  instruction  in  the  former,  whether 
that  should  take  one  or  two  years,  the  only  position  that  would 
regularly  call  for  any  special  competence  in  judging  when  to  ad* 
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vance  a  pupil  from  one  clasB  to  another^  would  be  that  of  thfd 
primary-transition  class  teacher.  By  observing  a  wise  conserva- 
tism and  not  promoting  the  children  to  the  elementary  depart- 
ment until  it  should  seem  quite  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that 
they  were  physically  fit  to  undertake  the  work  of  the  elementary 
department,  the  primary-transition  teacher  could  discharge  her 
task  witiiout  great  difiiculty ;  her  experience  would  soon  make  hefr 
expert,  and  meanwhile  (and  always)  she  could  refer  any  doubt- 
ful case  to  the  supervising  authority,  the  principal  or  superin- 
tendent, and  she  and  they  could  always  consult  with  the  parents 
and  family  physician  in  case  of  exceptional  difficulty. 

As  regards  these  transfers,  the  proper  plan  would  probably 
be  to  make  tiie  normal  period  for  the  completion  of  the  work  of 
the  play  school  and  the  elementary  school  somewhat  shorter  than 
the  time  which  the  average  child  takes  to  pass  through  the  cor- 
responding stages  of  psycho-physical  development,  so  that  the 
children  would  be  regularly  passed  into  the  transition  classes 
at  a  date  that  would  be  so  early  in  the  case  of  the  normal  child  as 
to  ensure  that  he  was  not  being  kept  under  educational  influences 
that  he  had  outgrown.  As  regards  the  primary  transition  class, 
its  spirit  and  in  large  measure  its  method  would  be  so  similar  to 
that  of  the  play  school — differing  only  in  allowing  a  little  more 
freedom  to  individual  idiosyncrasy  and  a  little  more  relaxation — 
that  neither  the  exceptionally  forward  nor  the  exceptionally  back- 
ward child  would  be  harmed  by  being  transferred  to  it  at  the 
same  time  with  the  average  child.  The  latter  would  remain  there 
a  longer,  the  former,  a  shorter  time;  that  would  be  all.  As  re- 
gards transfers  from  the  elementary  department  to  the  secondary 
transition  class,  restiveness  and  unsatisfactory  response  to  the 
method  of  the  elementary  department  would  be  a  sufficient  indi- 
cation for  an  early  transfer  in  the  case  of  a  physically  precocious 
child;  a  slightly  backward  child  would  not  be  harmed  by  being 
transferred  when  the  rest  of  his  classmates  are,  and  the  case  of 
an  exceptionally  backward  child,  who  should  be  kept  longer  in  the 
elementary  department,  would  be  sufficiently  potent  to  give  no 
intelligent  teacher  or  supervising  officer  any  difficulty. 

A  little  consideration,  I  think,  will  make  evident  that,  instead 
of  increasing  the  burden  of  responsibility  upon  teachers,  the  pro- 
posed system  would  (except  in  the  case  of  the  primary  transition 
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class  teachers)  'relieve  them  of  a  great  part  of  the  responsibility 
that  now  rests  upon  them.  The  play  school  teacher  would  work 
with  her  class  for,  say,  two  years,  do  all  that  she  could  for  the 
healthy  development  of  every  one  of  her  pupils  within  that 
time,  and  then  send  them  all  to  the  primary  transition  class, 
without  having  to  bother  her  head  tQ  determine  whether  every 
individual  in  the  class  had  attained  a  ^'promotion  grade."  Sim- 
ilarly the  elementary  department  teacher  would  teach  her  class 
for  four  years  (if  that  should  be  the  period  determined  upon  by 
the  school  authorities)  and  then  transfer  to  the  secondary  tran- 
sition class  all  but  the  very  exceptionally  immature  (who  would 
ordinarily  be  transferred  to  the  elementary  class  next  below  hers, 
leaving  her  free  to  take  a  new  class  from  the  primary  transition 
department).  And  normally  the  secondary-transition  teachers 
also  would  simply  give  their  instruction  for  a  year  and  then  let 
the  young  people  pass  on  to  the  adolescent  department,  or  high 
school.  The  primary  transition  class  teacher  alone  would  always 
have  to  use  judgment  in  determining  when  to  advance  her  chil- 
dren to  the  next  class;  and  in  case  of  marked  badcwardness  in 
development  or  special  delicacy  the  chief  secondary  transition 
teacher  would  have  to  determine  whether  to  keep  the  young 
person  longer  than  a  year  in  his  department 

It  is  true,  as  indicated  above,  that  the  elementary  department 
teacher  may  have  to  deal  with  exceptional  cases.  She  may 
find  it  well  to  advance  a  rapidly  maturing  child  into  ike  secon- 
dary transition  class  before  the  completion  of  the  term  of  years 
established  for  the  continuance  of  her  class,  or  to  transfer  him 
to  another  class  of  the  elementary  department,  in  advance  of  her 
own;  and  in  the  case  of  an  especially  slowly  developing  child, 
she  may  find  it  well  to  advise  that  he  be  put  into  the  next  elemen- 
tary class  below  hers,  instead  of  proceeding  with  the  rest  of  her 
class.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  these  exceptional  cases 
exist  and  need  special  treatment  just  as  much  (more,  in  my  opin- 
ion) under  any  other  system  of  school  organization  as  they  would 
under  that  proposed ;  and  if  teachers  (making  a  special  exception 
of  the  primary  transition  teacher)  are  not  competent  to  deal  with 
the  system  proposed,  they  must  (in  view  of  their  inferior  opportu- 
nities) be  even  less  competent  to  meet  satisfactorily  the  difficult 
ties  of  the  prevailing  system  of  organization.    And  finally  it  may 
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be  well  to  call  attention  again  to  the  fact  that  it  would  be  the 
especial  business  of  the  principals  and  other  supervising  ofSoers 
to  be  on  the  lookout  for  these  exceptional  cases  and  to  advise  the 
class  teachers  regarding  them,  and  that  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
the  principal  or  superintendent  to  take  the  chief  burden  of  de- 
termining transfers  from  the  primary  transition  class  in  case 
such  a  class  should  have  to  be  entrusted  to  an  inexperienced 
teacher  (which  should  not  ordinarily  be  the  case.) 

As  to  the  details  of  the  organization  of  supervision,  whether 
there  should  be  a  principal  for  each  of  the  school  departments 
(play  school,  primary  transition  department,  elementary  depart- 
ment, secondary  transition  department,  and  adolescent  depart- 
menl^  or  high  school)  or  whether  two  or  more  of  these  should  be 
under  the  same  principal,  this  would  have  to  be  determined  by 
local  conditions,  the  size  of  the  schools  and  of  the  school  system, 
etc.,  and  in  some  measure  by  the  personal  equation.  The  super- 
intendent should  have  as  many  assistants,  principals  or  head 
teachers  to  help  him  in  the  supervision  of  the  schools  as  he  may 
-find  necessary.  But  it  may  be  said  in  general  that  it  would  be 
advisable  to  associate  the  play  school  and  the  primary  transition 
department  especially  closely,  and  that  the  most  competent  and 
experienced  teacher  working  in  any  one  department  of  the  school 
might  be  recognized  as  a  sort  of  head  teacher  for  that  department, 
to  whom  the  other  teachers  could  look  for  counsel  and  who  would 
be  entitled  to  give  such  counsel  on  her  own  initiative.  As  re- 
gards the  secondary  transition  department,  the  instruction  in  the 
several  regular  courses  should  be  given  by  specialists,  who  might 
dlso  be  instructors  in  the  high  sdiool  proper;  but  there  should 
be  one  principal  teacher  for  the  secondary  transition  department, 
who  should  have  general  charge  of  the  dass,  and  who  would 
normally  be  the  teacher  who  would  be  immediately  charged  with 
the  especial  work  of  the  more  backward  members  of  the  dass. 

§6.  A  number  of  the  special  questions  that  may  be  suggested 
by  the  foregoing  discussion  can  only  be  answered  intelligently 
after  a  somewhat  particular  consideration  of  the  scope  of  the  sev- 
eral departments,  or  periods  of  school  life  corresponding  to  the 
several  normal  stages  of  psycho-physical  development  referred  to 
in  Postulate  III.  To  such  a  particular  consideration  the  reader^s 
Attention  is  now  invited. 
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1.  To  what  class  of  fiction  does  QUENTIN  DUEWABD  bdottg? 
Give  the  date  of  its  publication.  What  characteristics  place  iti  among 
the  college  requirements  in  English  at  the  present  day? 

2.  What  historical  period  does  the  story  of  QUENTIN  DUE- 
WARD  cover?  Relate  enough  of  the  political  situation  to  make  the- 
story  intelligible.  Of  the  characters  introduced  to  develop  the  story^ 
which  are  really  historical? 

3.  Where  are  the  different  scenes  of  the  story  laid  ?  Name  ttioBe 
events  of  the  story  which  are  recorded  in  history.  Does  Scott  make 
any  change  in  any  of  these  episodes  to  suit  the  exigencies  of  the 
story  ? 

4.  What  two  royal  personages  figure  in  our  novel?  Give  a  char- 
acter sketch  of  each.    Bring  out  the  contrast  between  the  two  men. 

6.  What  personal  relationship  existed  between  the  two?  What 
were  their  political  relations  in  legal  theory  and  in  actual  fact? 

6.  Define  the  word  vassal.  On  what  terms  did  the  vassal  hold  hi» 
land  and  title  ?  How  could  it  happen  that  a  vassal,  without  prejudice 
to  his  standing  as  such,  might  become  equal  or  even  superior  to  his- 
lord  in  power  and  wealth  ? 

7.  What  was  the  primary  object  of  the  Feudal  System  ?  In  pur- 
suance of  this  object,  what  right  was  claimed  and  exercised  by  the 
lord  in  the  event  of  the  lands  and  titles  of  a  vassal'  coming  by  inheri- 
tance into  the  possession  of  an  unmarried  woman  ? 

8.  Describe  the  scene  in  which  Quentin  Durward  is  presented  to 
the  reader.  Is  there  anything  in  the  episode  to  make  you  think  that 
Maiire  Pierre  is  the  King  of  France  ? 

9.  Relate  the  circumstances  leading  io  Quentin's  enrollment  in  the 
Scottish  Guards.  What  act  gained  for  him  the  gratitude  and  good 
will  of  the  King? 

10.  Relate  in  full  the  story  of  the  Ladks  of  Croye.  Why  were  ihey^ 
at  the  court  of  King  Louis  ?  What  serious  consequences  follow  Lady 
Hameline's  gift  of  the  blue  and  silver  kerchief  ? 

11.  Enumerate  in  their  order  Quentin's  adventures  during  the 
journey  to  the  Bishop  of  Liege.  Give  anecdotes  to  illustrate  his  tact 
and  sagacity.  Describe  the  political  situation  which  existed  at  Liege* 
What  effect  did  Quentin  produce  upon  the  inhabitants? 

12.  Explain  the  organization  of  a  free  town  under  the  Feudal 
System.  To  what  extent  was  such  a  town  independent  of  the  lords  of 
the  district  in  which  it  stood?  What  were  the  trades  or  guilds?  What 
is  meant  by  syndic? 

13.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  assault  of  the  castle  of  Schonwaldt? 
Describe,  as  vividly  as  possible,  the  fight,  the  rescue  of  Isabella,  and 
the  murder  of  the  Bishop  of  Liege. 
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14.  What  was  Louis's  plot  against  Isabella  of  Croye?  Why  did  he- 
rejoice  at  the  failure  of  his  plans? 

15.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  ezpre88i<»i6  gentleman  and  noble- 
man  when  applied  to  a  homeless  adventurer  like  Quentin  Durward  or 
to  an  outlaw  rufSan  like  De  la  Marck  ? 

16.  Identify  each  of  the  following,  state  the  circumstances  under 
whidi  each  is  introduced  to  the  reader,  state  the  part  played  by  each, 
and  describe  the  situation  of  each  at  the  end  of  the  story: — Oaleoiiij^ 
Hayraddin,  Count  of  Crivecoetir,  Balafre,  De  la  Marck,  TrUdchen,. 
Marthon,  Philip  des  Comines,  Le  Olovi^ix, 

17.  What  important  part  does  Carl  Eberson  play  in  the  story?' 
Hans  Oloverf  Oliver  Dainf  Of  the  persons  mentioned  in  questions 
sixteen  and  seventeen  which  have  won  your  admiration?    Why? 

18.  Relate  the  exact  situation  of  anairs  when  the  murder  of  the- 
Bishop  of  liege  is  announced  to  Charles  of  Burgundy.  How  came 
King  Louis  at  the  castle  of  Charles  ?  In  the  events  connected  with 
the  King's  visit  to  Charles,  mention  the  scenes  in  which  the  Kong- 
rises  admirably  to  the  occasion. 

19.  Explain  to  your  satisfaction  the  King's  choice  of  attendants 
when  sent  to  Earl  Herbert's  Tower.  What  were  his  designs  against 
Oaeloitif    How  were  they  suddenly  altered? 

20.  Relate  that  portion  of  the  story  of  Isabella  of  Croye  wMch* 
takes  place  at  the  court  of  Charles  of  Burgundy.  What  proclatnatioii 
did  Charles  make  in  regard  to  Isabella's  nuptials?  How  did  this  dis* 
posal  of  Isabella's  hand  terminate?  For  what  dramatic  purpose  did 
Scott  prevent  Quentin  from  actually  slaying  De  la  Marck? 

21.  Reproduce  as  faithfully  as  possible  the  remarkable  interview 
between  Des  Comines  and  King  Louis.  Describe  the  final  interview 
between  King  Louis  and  Charles  the  Bold. 

22.  In  the  siege  of  Peronne,  what  diplomatic  part  did  Quentitt 
play?    Why  did  he  adopt  this  course  of  procedure ? 

23.  What  do  you  consider  the  most  thrilling  scenes  of  the  story? 
On  whose  side  are  you  at  the  end  of  the  story,  that  of  the  King  or  of 
Charles  of  Burgundy? 

24.  Relate  briefly  the  chief  events  in  the  later  career  of  Charles, 
King  Louis,  and  Philip.    How  did  death  come  to  each  ? 

25.  What?  have  you  gained  from  the  reading  of  QUENTIN  DUR- 
WARD ?  What  have  you  found  to  be  the  chief  literary  excellences  ot 
the  novel?    What  position  does  it  occupy  among  Scott's  works? 
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The  following  convincing  statements  concerning  the  value  of  fresh 
air  in  the  school  room  emanate  from  Walter  W.  Boach,  M.  D.^  of 
Philadelphia,  who  is  conducting  a  vigorous  campaign  for  better 
health  conditions  in  the  public  scnools.  We  commend  his  wise  words 
and  work  to  all  teachers  and  likewise  to  parents,  since  the  latter 
often  control  the  situation  at  school  by  reason  of  almost  criminally 
faulty  conditions  at  home.  The  child  that  sleeps  in  a  hot  room,  eate 
and  plays  in  a  close  stuffy  atmosphere  which  has  been  breathed  over 
and  over  again  by  different  members  of  the  family;  or  one  who  is 
bundled  and  smothered  with  wraps  and  mufflers  and  l^gings  and 
mittens,  every  time  he  leaves  the  house  in  winter  may  not  be  able  to 
«tand  the  change  to  open  windowed  school  rooms.  But  the  child  is 
normally  a  fresh  air  animal  and  we  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with  Br. 
Boach  when  he  says: 

'?t  is  a  logical  process  of  reasoning  easily  understood,  that  since 
iresh  air  has  been  found  a  boon  to  mvalids  and  sicklv  children  it 
is  even  more  important  to  supply  an  abundance  to  healthy  children 
in  order  that  they  may  retain  their  good  health  and  develop  as  nature 
intends  children  should.  As  parents  realize  this  truth  more  and  more, 
there  is  a  growing  demand  for  the  teaching  of  their  children  in  Open 
Window  Class-rooms.  In  our  day  the  gospel  of  fresh  air  and  sun- 
-shine  should  need  little  preaching;  most  of  us  accept  it.  But  we 
«do  not  always  practice  the  doctrme  we  believe  in  and  teach.  Too 
many  of  our  scnools  are  overheated  and  poorly  ventilated;  too  many 
of  our  homes  and  offices  are  human  drying  ovens.  It  was  found  at 
the  Bache  School  in  Philadelphia,  where  careful  tests  were  made 
last  year,  that  pupils  taught  all  through  the  winter  in  rooms  with  the 
windows  wide  open,  did  better  work,  enjoyed  better  health  and  as 
a  consequence  were  more  regular  in  attendance  than  their  fellows 
taught  in  the  warm  air  rooms.  Almost  any  one  on  reflection  will  be 
impressed  with  the  futility  of  expecting  a  maximum  progression 
physical  and  mental,  when  children  are  housed  in  over-heated  rooms, 
^th  little  or  no  moisture,  compelled  to  sit  in  uncomfortable  pod- 
idons  and  perform  tasks  prodigious  and  complicated  to  feeble  and 
inactive  minds  resulting  from  undernourished  and  devitalized  bodies. 
Such  children,  passing  on  dismissal  into  the  cool  moist  atmosphere 
outside  the  buildmg  have  their  respiratory  mucous  membranes  sud- 
denly chilled,  and  catch  cold.  Not  so  with  the  children  from  Open 
Window  Booms,  breathing  a  mixture  of  air  and  moisture  exactly 
IQce  that  and  of  the  temperature  of  the  outside  atmosphere.  They 
keep  well,  are  more  active  and  alert  The  effect  of  cool  fresh  air  is 
to  create  a  desire  for  active  exercise,  a  natural  physiological  demand 
for  increased  circulation  of  the  blood.    To  meet  this  need  short  phy- 
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sical  exercises  at  frequent  intervals  between  lesson  periods  are  neces- 
sary. Such  are  shown  by  a  Motion  Picture  of  Bache  School  children 
that  will  be  loaned  to  careful  committees  seriously  engaged  in  se- 
curing fresh  air  advantages  for  other  children  anywhere/ 


In  the  teaching  of  English,  as  in  most  kinds  of  eflfort  related  to  in- 
tellectual and  spiritual  results,  there  are  many  discouragements.  The 
visible  effects  of  one's  work  are  usually  long  delayed.  Often  the  pa- 
tient laborer  must  wait  for  years  to  feel  sure  that  his  effort  has  really 
told  in  the  uplift  of  the  pupil  and  in  helping  him  to  a  real  success  in 
life.  In  many  cases  the  teacher  never  gets  this  assurance  at  all,  but 
must  simply  do  his  duty  with  patient  faithfulness  and  leave  the  re- 
sults to  *4hat  power,  not  of  ourselves,  which  makes  for  righteou8ness'\ 
Nevertheless  we  daim  that  English  is  the  most  practical  and  one  of 
the  noblest  studies  of  the  curriculum.  It  is  one  of  the  noblest — ^be- 
cause it  takes  both  teacher  and  pupil  into  the  company  of  the  bright- 
est and  best  personalities  of  all  ages;  and  it  is  the  most  practical  be- 
cause all  through  life  whatever  one's  profession,  calling,  business  or 
social  status,  his  ability  to  think  clearly  and  to  express  himself  effec- 
tively determines  very  largely  his  success  or  failure  both  in  general 
and  in  theparticulars  of  his  life.  Is  it  not  so?  Consider  the  pro- 
fessions. The  ministry  and  the  law  depend  largely  upon  the  presen- 
tation of  evidence  in  a  persuasive  way.  In  medicine  silence  is,  to  be 
sure,  sometimes  golden;  but  it  must  have  back  of  it  the  knowledge 
which  has  been  gained  by  clear  and  cogent  accuracy  of  reasoning  and 
instruction.  And  more  and  more  the  physician's  personal  influence 
over  the  patient,  gained  largely  by  words  fitly  spoken,  is  coming  to 
be  recognized  as  one  of  his  most  valuable  assets.  In  business  the  ability 
to  describe  one's  wares,  either  by  word  of  mouth  or  by  the  written  let- 
ter or  the  printed  advertisement,  is  the  touchstone  of  success  and  pros- 
perity. The  proprietor,  the  clerk,  or  the  man  on  the  road  who  can 
talk  well  sells  the  goods  and  gets  ahead,  while  discouragement  and 
failure  await  the  man  of  slow  wit  and  bungling  speech.  In  social  life 
the  same  causes  and  effects  are  in  evidence.  The  good  conversational- 
ist is  welcomed  everywhere.  The  bungler  and  the  dummy  are  con- 
signed to  the  wall.  Even  a  matrimonial  proposal  is  sometimes*  jeop- 
arfized  by  awkward  and  inappropriate  English;  while  certainly  much 
of  the  joy  and  permanent  contenlment  of  married  life  depend  uppn  the 
ability  of  the  makers  of  the  home  to  express  their  noblest  thoughts 
and  highest  aspirations  to  each  other  in  appropriate  language  and  to- 
gether to  enter  into  the  experiences  of  the  world's  great  writers  as  re- 
corded upon  the  printed  page. 

Let  the  teachers  of  English  then  take  courage.  No  conscientious 
teaching  eflfort  is  lost  It  may  be  years  before  the  fruition  or  the 
recognition  comes.  The  latter  may  never  come,  consciously,  either  to 
the  pupil  or  the  teacher.    But  the  pebble  dropped  into  the  lake  does 
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-affect  all  the  particles  of  the  water  and  tiie  ripple  finally  reaches  the 
farther  shore. 


The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  in  New  York  has  be«i 
•co-operating  with  the  public  schools  by  giving  three  courses  of  talks 
on  the  Museum  collections,  to  the  teadiers.  The  talks  are  given 
in  the  galleries  in  front  of  the  objects  so  as  to  promote  accurate 
observation  and  first  hand  study.  The  lectures  present  material  tiiat 
■can  be  made  directly  available  for  use  with  the  children.  The  teach- 
ers are  encouraged  to  bring  their  classes  afterwards,  to  see  the  ob- 
jects or  else  to  show  pictures  of  them  in  tiie  school  room.  These 
'<x)urses  are  graded,  some  of  them  being  elementary,  describing  sudi 
things  as  life  and  Customs  in  Early  Egypt;  The  Parthenon  (includ- 
ing mjrths  and  customs  as  seen  in  its  sculpture  and  in  the  Qreek 
vases) ;  A  Soman  House;  A  Mediaeval  Ejiight,  His  Castle  Furnish- 
ings and  His  Armor;  The  Holland  of  our  Dutch  Settlers;  Portraits 
•and  Furniture  of  Colonial  Days.  Other  courses  are  for  more  ma- 
ture pupils  and  are  on  the  art  of  Greece;  Rome;  Middle  Ages; 
Henaissance:  Architecture  and  Sculpture;  Eenaissance:  Painting  and 
Minor  Arts;  Modem  Painting;  Modem  Scidpture;  Renaissance* 
Italian;  17th  century,  Dutch  and  Flemish;  18th  century,  English; 
19th  century,  French ;  Early  American  and  Contemporary  art. 

"Special  Features  in  City  School  Systems''  is  the  title  of  Bulletin 
^0.  31  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Education.  It  is  an  impor- 
tant document  worth  the  attention  of  all  educators.  It  deals  with  such 
subjects  as  the  All-Year  School,  Literary  and  Club  Work,  Home 
Study,  the  Honor  League,  Caring  for  the  Pupil's  Health,  Janitor 
Service,  Improvement  of  Teachers,  School  Improvement  Associations, 
Special  Schools  and  Classes,  and  many  other  subjects.  It  gives  specific 
4iccount  of  movements  along  these  lines  of  educational  life,  naming 
the  places  and  sponsors  for  particularly  successful  or  suggestive  exam- 
ples of  such  work.  Application  for  the  document  can  be  made  direct 
to  the  Bureau  of  Education  at  the  National  Capital. 

From  the  above-named  document  we  quote  the  following  about  the 
Honor  League  at  the  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  High  School. 

"An  Honor  League  was  organized  in  the  Lynchburg  High  School 
in  1909  by  the  alumni  of  the  high  school  who  were  in  attendance  at  the 
University  of  Virginia,  where  the  honor  system  prevails. 

'^presentatives  were  chosen  from  each  class  in  the  high  schools  to 
•draft  a  constitution,  the  pledge  reading: 

"  'We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  pledge  that  we  will  neither  give 
nor  receive  assistance  on  any  written  test  whatsoever  and  will  do  our 
best  to  promote  honor  in  the  Lynchburg  High  School.' 

"If  a  pupil  is  seen  cheating  he  is  not  reported  to  the  princ^)al,  but 
a  committee  of  the  league  goesi  to  him  and  warns  him  that  the  honor 
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-of  the  school  does  not  permit  cheating.  If  he  does  not  heed  the  warn- 
ing, he  is  brought  before  the  executive  committee  of  the  Honor  League 
-and  a  committee  of  his  own  class  and  ^ven  an  opportunity  to  prove 
.his  innocence.  The  accused  may  have  witnesses  in  his  or  her  deiense. 
If  adjudged  guilty,  the  executive  committee  recommends  that  he  or 
she  be  suspended  or  punished  in  some  manner  by  the  principal  and 
faculty,  who  co-operate  but  do  not  interfere  with  the  plans  of  the 
league.  Any  conduct  that  affects  the  honor  of  the  school  becomes  a 
matter  for  investigation  by  a  committee  of  the  league/^ 

The  Qrand  Hapids,  Michigan,  Public  Library  has  printed  a  valu- 
able Bulletin  in  which  is  included  a  full  revised  list  of  the  Library^s 
l)ooks  on  Vocational  Guidance,  with  the  outline  of  a  course  of  study 
*on  this  subject. 


Mr.  Lovejoy,  Secretary  of  the  National  Child  Labor  Committee, 
states  that  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  boys  who  leave  school  under  six- 
teen enter  low  wage  industries  and  remain  unskilled  workers  through- 
-out  their  lii^es. 

Mr.  Lovejoy  estimates  that  about  one-half  of  tiiose  now  at  work  im- 
der  sixteen  in  all  occupations  are  white  American  children,  one  or 
both  of  whose  parents  are  native  bom.  American  families  are  as 
ready  as  foreign  families  to  let  children  enter  the  factory  before  they 
are  sixteen.  The  Connecticut  State  Commission,  in  a  study  of  more 
than  11,000  women  and  girls  representing  fourteen  racial  groups, 
f oimd  a  larger  percentage  of  Americans  with  American  fathers  among 
the  workers  under  sixteen  than  among  the  older  workers. 

A  complete  school  for  the  instruction  of  public  school  graduates  in 
the  three  R'S  has  been  established  by  one  Chicago  business  concern 
;as  a  solutioil  of  the  educational  problem. 

The  plan  originated  in  the  stockyards  plant  of  Swift  &  Co.  Daily 
sessions  of*1he  school  are  held.  Officials  of  the  company  say  they 
Tiave^found  it  cheaper  to  jrive  their  employes  this  direct  and  easy  op- 
portunity to  make  up  deficiencies  in  their  education  than  to  use  the 
slower  process  of  teaching  the  new  assistants  in  their  daily  work  in 
the  offices.  The  continuation  school  at  the  Swift  plant  yesterday  held 
eighty-six  pupils.  The  pupils,  all  of  whom  were  boys,  ranged  in  ages 
from  14  to  16  years.  Almost  all  were  graduates  of  the  public  schools. 
The  subjects  taught  were  arithmetic,  spelling  and  geography.  The 
ructiments  of  these  subjects  are  imparted  in  order  to  supplement  the 
public  school  education  witii  such  actual  knowledge  as  may  be  neces- 
sary in  the  p^ormance  of  the  duties  to  be  taken  up  by  the  students. 

'^The  boys  being  instructed  here  are  messengers  and  office  boys,'' 
flays  Lewis  Atherton,  chief  instructor  at  the  school.  ''The  subjects 
taught  are  those  that  are  absolutely  necessary  to  make  the  services  of 
ifae  boys  worth  the  salaries  paid  to  them.'' 
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CuKBENT  Topics  in  OsbmakyI — ^The  Prussian  school  law  of  1906^ 
a  compromise  measarcy  was  a  great  disappointment  to  the  progresdve 
party  in  that  kingdom  and  the  same  feeling  was  experienced  by  the 
Liberals  of  Saxony  at  the  failure  of  the  education  blU  of  1912.  In 
their  sympathy  with  progressive  movements,  Americans  are  inclined 
to  attribute  these  compromises  and  failures  to  sinister  influences;  but 
in  fact  they  simply  show  that  the  Qerman  people,  as  a  whole,  are  not 
ready  for  liberal  policies.  The  real  source  of  progress  in  popular  ed- 
ucation is  the  developing  life  of  the  people  themselves.  This  is  rec- 
ognized by  Herr  Tews,  Secretary  of  the  German  Teachers*  Associa- 
tion, who  in  a  recent  exposition  of  the  underlying  principles  of  school 
legislation  in  Germany  dwells  particularly  upon  the  relation  between 
the  laws  and  the  living  demand.  In  summing  up  the  ideals  of  pro- 
gress, he  says  ''They  will  be  fulfilled,  step  by  step,  perhaps  in  shorter 
time,  than  the  faint  hearted  dare  to  hope,  as  our  people  advance  in 
their  economic  importance,  as  they  aspire  to  a  higher  place  in  the- 
world  market^  ♦  ♦  ♦  a^d  when  with  the  economic,  there  is 
equal  progress  in  the  higher  social  development."  At  present  the 
teieushers  of  Germany  are  much  more  progressive  than  the  mass  of  the 
people. 

One  of  the  most  noteworthy  events  in  the  development  of  univer« 
sity  life  in  Germany  relates  to  the  admission  of  women  students,  and 
the  increasing  numbers  of  women  availing  themselves  of  this  privilege 
is  attracting  great  attention  and  has  given  the  text  for  current  discus- 
sions of  social  and  economic  problems.  The  number  of  women 
students  reported  in  the  summer  semester  of  1913  was  3,400,  which 
was  a  little  more  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  total  student  body.  In  1903 
only  320  women  students  were  registered,  hence  the  number  has  in« 
creased  ten  fold.  At  the  later  date  the  faculty  of  philosophy  at- 
tracted  2,602  women,  and  medicine  followed  with  804.  The  faculty 
of  law  reported  only  82,  and  the  faculty  of  theology  12.  It  is  of 
further  interest  to  note  that  the  University  of  Berlin  registered  770 
women,  or  nearly  one-fourth  the  total. 


The  French  LtoAb.—  To  the  student  of  education  who  has  had 
no  personal  experience  in  the  French  ljrc6es,  they  suggest  little  more 
than  oflBcial  uniformity,  pedantic  Latinity  and  exaggerated  regard  for 
the  classical  diploma;  but,  in  fact,  few  scholastic  institutions  have  had 
such  success  in  forming  the  taste,  exciting  the  sensibilities,  and  creat- 
ing a  national  culture  as  the  lyc^.  It  is  this  sense  of  participation  in 
a  high  and  common  heritage  that  causes  old  lyc^ens  to  oppose  the 
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changing  course  of  culture  studies  in  France  and  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
old  ideals  on  ceremonial  days  which  bring  former  comrades  together. 

An  eloquent  example  of  such  tributes  is  afforded  by  an  address  re- 
cently delivered  by  M.  Morillot,  dean  of  the  faculty  of  letters  of  the 
University  of  Grenoble,  on  the  occasion  of  the  distribution  of  prizes 
at  the  lyc6e  of  that  city.  With  ironical  pleasantry,  M.  Morillot 
sketched  the  advantages  of  the  present  day  students  over  those  of  his 
own,  time,  when  the  "Sporting  joumaP^  and  the  auto  were  not  in  ex- 
istence, and  students  were  reduced  to  hiding  under  their  desks  a  ro- 
mance of  Jules  Verne,  or  the  "Adventures  of  Jean-Paul  Choppart/^ 
"We  did  not  even  imagine'^  he  said  "those  Anglo  Saxon  contests  in 
which  you  are  past  masters,  and  we  were  ignorant  of  the  terms  of  the 
noble  sport  of  boxing.  ♦  ♦  ♦  We  were  also  delightfully  ignorant 
of  the  simplest  conditions  of  practical  life.  Fortunately  you  are  forti- 
fied against  these  dangerous  illusions  and  thanks  to  the  scientific 
methods  which  prevail  in  all  the  instruction,  you  have  acquired  a  taste 
for  strong  and  sane  realities.^^ 

While  admitting  the  value  of  these  things,  M.  Morillot  added :  "But 
in  the  lycfe  you  seek  something  that  is  taught  only  here,  and  that 
nothing,  but  disinterested  study  under  experienced  teachers  can  ena- 
ble you  to  master.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Here  you  seek  the  harmonious  and 
complete  development  of  all  the  intellectual  faculties ;  here  is  supplied 
the  implement  for  such  development,  forged  of  the  precious  metal  of 
the  human  reason,  tempered  by  imion  with  the  imagination  and  the 
sensibilities.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Here  the  entire  movement  of  the  human  mind 
ifi  developed  before  you;  beginning  with  the  great  writers,  the  great 
savants  of  all  nations  and  all  times.  Through  their  works  you  are 
initiated  into  the  efforts  and  the  achievements  of  human  thought. 
Here  you  taste  the  beauty  of  the  world  in  its  flower  and  its  fruit.^^ 

As  the  most  convincing  testimony  to  the  value  of  this  culture  Prof. 
Morillot  cited  the  words  uttered  by  President  Poincare  a  few  days 
before,  at  the  celebnttion  in  the  Sorbonne  of  the  75th  anniversary  of 
the  society  of  men  of  letters.  To  the  distinguished  company  of  au- 
thors and  critics  assembled  before  him  the  President  said : 

It  is  your  mission  to  maintain,  chiefly,  our  influence  throughout  the 
world.  From  the  "chansons  de  geste^^  to  the  modern  romance,  our 
literature,  constantly  animated  by  the  social  spirit,  and  by  the  desire 
of  influencing  men,  conscious  of  the  power  of  commanding  attention 
by  its  art,  its  instinct  for  order  and  for  beauty,  and  sustained  by  a 
language  which  seems  the  natural  expression  of  logic  and  of  reason, 
has  always  possessed  an  incalculable  force  of  expansion,  and  has  never 
i!ailed  to  tlurow  across  the  world  the  light  of  French  thought.  It  de- 
pends upon  you  that  this  light  should  iocrease  in  splendor.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
Among  other  nations  you  are  the  natural  ambassadors  of  our  intelli- 
gence, our  manners,  and  our  taste.  You  are  therefore  in  the  front 
ranks  of  those  who  contribute  to  the  pacific  development  of  national 
power. 
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XJnivebsity  of  Brussels. — The  University  of  Brussels  is  desig- 
nated as  free  (libre)  to  distinguish  it  from  the  universities  supported 
by  the  State.  Of  the  four  universities  of  Belgium,  two,  one  at  Li6ge 
the  other  at  Ghent,  are  State  universities  and  a  third  the  University 
of  Louvain  is  supported  by  the  Catholic  church.  The  University  of 
Brussels,  on  the  contrary,  was  established  by  private  enterprise  and  is 
maintained  entirely  by  subscriptions,  donations,  legacies  and  fees; 
being  free  from  either  State  or  ecclesiastical  direction,  it  offers  an  ex- 
ample of  the  free,  disinterested  pursuit  of  the  sciences  and  the  human- 
ities. 

A  report  on  the  University  by  M.  L.  Lecl^re  of  the  faculty  of  phil- 
osophy, pertaining  to  the  last  scholastic  year,  1912-1913,  shows  marked 
increase  in  personnel  and  equipment.  The  f acidty  of  philosophy  and 
letters  was  enriched  by  the  addition  of  a  course  in  the  history  of 
French  literature  conducted  by  Professor  6.  Charlier,  doctor  of  Bo- 
mance  philosophy,  and  author  of  a  work  entitled  "Le  sentiment  de  la 
nature  chez  les  Romantiques  frangais*'  which  in  1912  received  the 
prize  from  the  Boyal  Academy  of  Belgium. 

From  its  foundation,  the  Universily  of  Brussels  has  given  promi- 
nence to  the  study  of  geography,  and  during  the  year  reviewed,  the 
subject  was  divided  between  two  regular  professors,  the  course  in  geog- 
raphy, properly  so-called,  being  assigned  to  a  doctor  of  sciences,  whue 
the  course  in  the  history  of  geography,  or  political  geography,  was  as- 
signed to  a  doctor  of  history.  The  first  assignment  was  intended  to 
emphasize  the  relation  of  geography  to  the  natural  sciences.  The  fac- 
ulty of  sciences  gained  several  important  additions  to  its  laboratory 
facilities  which  will  be  opened  for  use  the  present  year. 

In  Belgium  as  in  France,  the  faculty  of  philosophy  and  letters  and 
the  faculty  of  sciences,  have  the  task  of  preparing  future  professors 
for  secondary  schools.  In  order  to  supplement  the  theoretic  instruc- 
tion in  pedagogy  and  methodology  by  practical  acquaintance  with?  the 
art  of  teaching,  arrangements  have  been  made  by  which  students  in 
the  faculties  of  the  University  of  Brussels  are  allowed  to  be  present 
and  take  part  in  the  lessons  in  selected  establishments  of  secondary 
education  (enseignement  moyen).  They  submit  reports  of  these  les- 
sons to  the  university  professors  of  the  respective  specialties. 

The  University  of  Brussels  has  also  been  one  of  the  chief  agencies  of 
university  extension  in  Europe.  Since  its  foundation  in  1894,  the 
university  has  organized  670  courses  of  instruction  and  lectures  in  69 
centers,  with  approximately  100,000  attendants.  During  the  present 
year  the  university  celebrates  its  twentieth  anniversary,  and  offers  to 
local  committees  the  choice  of  143  courses  in  the  extension  program. 

A.  T.  S. 
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MAYNE  AND  HATCH'S  HIGH  SCHOOL  AGRICULTUKE.  By  D.  D. 
Mayne,  Principal  of  School  of  Agricultural  Pedagogics,  University  oi 
Minnesota,  and  E.  L.  Hatch,  Professor  of  Agricultural  Education,  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin.  Cloth,  12  mo.  432  pages,  illustrated.  Price,  $1.00. 
American  Book  Company. 

This  course  has  a  double  value  for  pupils  in  the  first  years  of  the 
high  school.  On  the  one  hand,  it  puts  the  study  of  agriculture  on  a 
serious  basis,  and  teaches  the  young  beginner  how  he  can  carry  on  the 
work  of  a  farm  most  profitably.  On  the  other  hand,  it  affords  an  in- 
teresting introduction  to  all  the  natural  sciences,  enabling  the  student 
to  master  certain  definite  principles  of  chemistry,  botany,  and  zoology, 
and  to  understand  their  application.  A  few  experiments  are  included, 
whi4^  may  be  performed  by  the  student  or  by  the  teacher  before  the 
class.  The  topics  are  taken  up  in  the  text  in  their  logical  order.  The 
treatment  begins  with  an  elementary  agricultural  chemistry,  in  which 
are  discussed  the  elements  that  are  of  chief  importance  in  plant  and  an- 
imal life.  Following  in  turn  are  sections  on  soils  and  fertilizers;  agri- 
cultural botany;  economic  plans,  including  field  and  forage  crops,  fruits 
and  vegetables;  plant  diseases;  insect  enemies;  animal  husbandry;  and 
farm  management. 

DRAMATIZATIONS  FROM  THE  WORKS  OP  CHARLES  DICKENS. 
By  Fanny  Comstock,  formerly  of  the  State  Normal  School,  Bridgewater, 
Mass.  Ginn  &  Company.     Price,  60  cents. 

The  aim  of  this  book  is  twofold — ^to  present  portions  of  the  works 
of  Charles  Dickens  in  dramatic  form  for  use  in  the  reading  class,  and 
to  assist  in  dramatic  representation.  The  book  includes  selected  scenes 
from  "Pickwick  Papers"  and  from  "Nicholas  Nickleby,'*  and  entire  ver- 
sions of  "The  Cricket  on  the  Health"  and  "A  Christmas  Carol."  The 
dramatizations  are  designed  for  use  in  the  upper  grades  of  grammar 
.  schools,  in  high  schools,  and  in  academies. 

THE  NEW  AMERICAN  DRAMA.  By  Richard  Burton.  Thomas  Y. 
Crowell  Company.  12  mo.  $1.25  net. 

The  importance  of  this  new  book  on  present  dramatic  conditions  in 
America  can  be  estimated  from  the  name  of  its  writer,  a  member  and 
oiBcer  of  the  Drama  League,  and  widely  known  as  a  professor,  author, 
and  lecturer.  Dr.  Burton's  interest  in  drama  and  acting  is  profound,  and 
his  knowledge  is  full.  The  various  chapters  discuss  such  subjects  as  **The 
Theatre  and  the  People,"  "The  Tentative  Period,"  *Truth",  **Technic" 
"Humor  and  the  Social  Note,"  "Fiction  and  the  Drama,"  and  **The  Thea- 
tre and  Education*** 
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IDEALS  AND  DEMOCRACY.  By  Arthur  H.  Chamberlain.  Chicago. 
Rand,  McNaUy  A  Co. 

The  auhor,  who  was  formerly  Dean  of  Troop  Polytechnic  Institute 
and  Editor  Sierra  Educational  Netcs,  is  a  clear,  vigorous,  informing 
thinker.  He  calls  this  little  book  of  173  pages,  an  Essay  in  Modernism. 
What  is  here  printed  has  been  given  in  part  before  the  National  Educa- 
tion Association  and  other  learned  bodies,  and  in  full  at  the  University 
of  California,  in  July  and  Au^st,  1911.  Here  are  nine  live,  instructive 
chapters.  We  have  especially  enjoyed  three  of  lihem : — ^the  first  "Impres- 
sions and  Personality,"  the  fifth — **The  Library  as  an  Educational  Fttc- 
tor,**  and  the  last — "Attainable  Ideals.'*  His  closing  ideal  for  all  our 
people  is  "Onenesss  in  honesty,  in  purpose,  in  service."  This  is  an  ear 
nest,  sensible,  helpful  book. 

MORAL  TRAINING  IN  THE  SCHOOL  AND  HOME.  By  E.  Hershey 
Sneath,  LL.  D.,  and  George  Hodges,  D.  D.  New  York.  The  Macmillan  Co. 
Price,  80  cents  net. 

Professor  Sneath  of  Yale  and  Dean  Hodges  of  Cambridge  arc  admir- 
ably qualified  to  prepare  what  is  here  called:  "A  Manual  for  Teachers 
and  Parents."  It  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  authors'  experience  and  "aims  to 
assist  teachers  in  their  efforts  to  train  children  systematically  in  the 
virtues."  Here  are  thirteen  chapters  (221  pages)  beginning  with:  "Moral 
Training — its  Aim  and  Method."  Then  comes  **The  Bodily,  InteUectual, 
Social,  Economic,  Political  and  Aesthetic  Life,"  "The  Moral  Atmosfriiere 
of  the  School  and  Religion  and  Moral  Training."  The  whole  discussion 
is  strong,  clear,  wholesome  and  invigorating.  They  urge  that  the  teach- 
er be  reverent  and  conscious  of  God.  For  **the  personality  of  the  teacher 
is  the  constant  textbook  of  the  school." 

A  study  and  interpretation  of  WHITTIER'S  SNOWBOUND.  By  Lucy 
Adella  Sloan,  Head  of  the  Department  of  English,  Central  State  Normal 
School,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan.     Sloan  Publishing  Company.    Price  25c. 

A  booklet  (88  pages)  designed  to  help  teachers  and  pupils  in  their 
work  with  Whittier's  masterpiece. 

Periodical  Notes. 

AmoDfc  the  Dftpen  in  th«  Mareb  namb«r  of  the  AtkuMe  Mamthiif  whioh  will  osfedi  9ad 
bold  tbe  eye  of  tbe  Sdacstor  is  H&ry  Leal  Hsrknen's  article  on  **  Tbe  Bdaoatioii  of  the 
Oirl.'*  It  is  a  strong  protest  against  the  opinion  whioh  apportions  eqnal  onltuml  Tallies  to 
Greek  and  cooking. 

In  the  March  CmUmrif,  under  the  title  **  The  Next  Step  in  Prison  Reform,"  Richard 
Barry  gives  a  yirid  description  of  Minnesou  stete  prison  management,  and  tells  how  in 
the  nse  of  it«  manatectored  products  the  Stillwater  prison  is  nnlqne.  **  The  mannfaotors 
of  binder  twine  in  tbe  Minnesota  prison  is  so  well  managed  that  it  entirely  supports  the 
prison,  and  earns  enough  more  to  give  every  convict  a  small  daily  wage.*' 

'*  The  Dramatisation  of  Novels  and  the  Novellsation  of  Plays  **  vj  Brander  Matthews, 
tbe  reoogniaed  authority  on  these  subjects,  Is  a  remarkable  paper  to  be  found  in  th«  Marah 
LIppinoatt^B. 

In  the  Bfarch  issue  of  tlie  North  Amerlean  Beviem  Huntington  Wilson  discussee  eome 
aspects  of  our  immigration  problem  and  other  international  matters  under  the  title  **  Our 
National  Fences."  Every  line  of  this  paper  will  hold  the  close  attention  of  the  reader  who 
has  our  nation's  welfare  at  heart.  **  Two  Suffrage  Mistakes  "  Is  the  title  of  another  paper, 
appearing  in  the  same  issue,  on  a  subject  of  national  interest.  It  Is  by  Molly  lOllot  Bewail 
ana  is  a  carefully  analysed  article. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Q)uafflxion 

Devoted  to  the  Science,   Art,   Philosophy  and  Literature 
of  Education 


Vol.    XXXIV. 


MAY,  1914 


No.  9 


The  Normal  School  Ideal* 

vni 

Fbank  Websteb  Smith,  'Normal  Tbainhto  School, 
Patbeson,  N.  J. 

The  New  Nobmal  Sohool 

KOM  its  origin  and  history  the  normal  sehool  is 
not  primarily  an  originator  of  educational  thought, 
but  in  a  certain  sense  a  formulator.  In  other 
words,  its  chief  business,  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
thering the  educational  process,  is  to  work  out 
in  practical  forms  current  educational  thought 
originating  outside  the  normal  school.  This  is 
true  on  both  the  administrative  and  the  scientific 
side  of  education,  the  latter  including  all  that  body  of  knowledge 
which  comes  from  physiology,  biology,  psychology,  and  the  other 
lesser  educational  sciences.  The  function  of  the  normal  school  is 
therefore  a  striking  and  indispensable  one.  Before  progressive 
ideas  can  take  root  and  prove  themselves  in  beneficent  applica- 
tion there  must  be  individuals  and  institutions  to  perform  just 
this  service  of  formulation  and  adjustment  to  the  conditions  of 
the  times.  The  normal  school  is  naturally  a  conservative  institu- 
tion, seldom  of  itself  pushing  out  into  new  truth,  as  we  have 
seen,  seldom,  when  it  observes  its  ideals,  applying  the  new  until 
it  is  tested  and  proved  more  than  a  fancy  or  half  truth.  There 
are,  however,  different  kinds  of  conservatism,  that  which  de- 

*  For  other  chapters  in  the  series  concluded  by  this  article  see  "ESducation" 
for  March,  1909,  June,  1909,  November,  1909,  January,  1910,  September,  1912, 
and  October,  1918. 
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velops  set  forms  and  continues  them  unchanged  till  they  become 
80  stereotyped  that  institutions  simply  mark  time,  and  again 
that  which  performs  its  practical  functions  equally  well,  but  is 
on  the  alert  to  find  the  real  in  the  new,  to  discard  the  outworn 
and  faulty  in  the  old,  and  to  work  old  and  new  into  something 
better  than  either,  because  each  is  modified  for  the  better.  This 
is  essential  to  the  evolutionary  process  which  every  institution 
represents.  Some  normal  schools  have  been  of  the  first  type, 
some  of  the  second.  On  the  whole  there  has  perhaps  been  a 
greater  leaning  toward  the  first.  This  outcome  has  been  a  natural 
one  from  the  rather  narrow  work  assumed  by  the  normal  school. 
But  when  relations  are  clearly  appreciated,  which  is  the  first 
condition  of  professional  thought,  there  is  found  to  be  every- 
thing in  the  situation  to  inspire  a  normal  school  to  progres- 
siveness. 

While  the  primary  function  of  the  normal  school  is  such  as  I 
have  described,  viz.,  that  of  the  conservator,  this  is  by  no  means 
its  only  fiinction.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
an  investigator  and  discoverer.  Such  a  line  of  activity  is  not  only 
not  outside  its  province,  it  is  a  natural  prerogative.  A  body  of 
people  intent  upon  professional  work  may  well  make  some  con- 
tributions in  this  direction  without  neglecting  their  primary 
functions.  The  new  normal  school  is  to  feel  this  prerogative 
more  than  the  old  and  to  carry  its  feeling  into  action. 

The  normal  school  therefore  must^  on  the  one  hand,  forswear 
becoming,  as  it  were,  a  pedagogical  junkshop,  and,  on  the  other, 
avoid  hurrying  inconsiderately  to  apply  every  new  idea.  Its 
chief  duty  is  to  give  stability  to  educational  practice.  At  the 
same  time  it  must  maintain  vigor  and  freshness  and  foster  new 
growth.  It  must  test  new  ideas  of  others  and  develop  new  ideas 
of  its  own. 

One  of  the  first  things  the  normal  school  needs  is  a  new  pro- 
gram in  which  relations  of  parts  are  better  adjusted  to  new  con- 
ditions, and  new  incidences  are  established.  In  practical  experi- 
ence the  practice  of  the  normal  school  seems  to  have  been  to  de- 
vote the  larger  share  of  its  energies  to  academic  knowledge  and 
pedagogy,  and  to  furnish  such  limited  opportunity  for  applica- 
tion and  testing  that  there  has  been  seen  a  serious  handicap  in 
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real  aflsimilation  and  interpretative  power.  By  this  I  do  not 
mean  that  there  has  been  too  little  practice  teaching  merely, 
though  this  side  of  normal  training  has  been  and  is  woefully 
neglected,  so  that  at  present  we  have  little  more  than  lame  make- 
flhifts  in  this  direction.  I  refer  rather  to  the  narrowness  of  our 
practical  applications  of  pedagogical  principles  outside  of  prac- 
tice teaching.    The  following  analysis  will  make  this  clear  :-^ 

The  externals  of  normal  school  training  have  far  outstripped 
the  internals.  School  architecture  and  school  equipment  have 
responded  reasonably  to  current  demands.  The  same  is  true  of 
the  general  curriculum  of  the  training  school;  but  the  interrela- 
tion of  its  elements,  the  development  of  unity  in  them,  in  place 
of  a  conglomeration  of  detached  parts,  the  choice  and  adaptation 
of  the  subject  matter  of  the  curriculum,  and  the  method  of  treat- 
ing it,  have  lagged  behind,  probably  because  they  are  more  sub- 
ject to  conservative  forces  and  more  tied  to  tradition.  But, 
what  is  more  particularly  to  our  purpose  here,  the  adjustment  of 
the  training  curriculum  to  current  problems,  the  serious  study  of 
local  and  national  conditions,  and  the  adaptation  of  practical 
work  to  the  organization  of  modem  society  are  conspicuously 
lacking.  What  may  with  propriety  be  called  the  objective  and 
subjective  sides  of  a  teacher's  training  are  therefore  not  well 
balanced. 

To  make  the  matter  a  little  more  concrete  let  me  restate  briefly 
the  main  features  of  a  normal  course  as  ordinarily  conceived. 
They  are  three: — (a)  The  teacher's  mastery  of  that  which  forms 
the  staple  of  the  course  of  study  in  the  schools  in  which  he  ex- 
pects to  teach.  This  is  three  fold,  involving  (1)  knowledge  of 
the  facts  of  these  subjects,  (2)  power  to  select  and  adapt  facts 
to  different  ages  and  classes,  which  comes  from,  (3)  a  sympa- 
thetic knowledge  of  the  characteristics  of  child  life  with  which 
lie  is  to  deal  and  of  the  particular  children  he  is  to  teach,  (b) 
Professional  study, — ^the  study  of  psychology,  history  of  educa- 
tion, method,  dass  administration,  and  the  rest,  which  interpret 
the  educational  process  and  give  principles  and  forms  for  guidance 
in  it  (c)  Practice  teaching.  These  are  standard  elements  of 
all  courses  for  training  teachers.  In  a  way  they  show  the  aim 
of  a  normal  school  course.    As  a  matter  of  fact  however  all  these 
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lines  of  actiyity  will  not  make  a  teacher.  They  all  represent 
means ;  they  do  not  touch  aims.  Indispensable  as  they  are  in  any 
course  of  training,  they  but  prepare  one  to  appreciate  and  attack 
the  real  matter.  Hence  they  form  only  half  of  a  training  course, 
instead  of  the  whole. 

When  normal  schools  were  first  established  in  this  country  there 
was  comparatively  little  difference  between  urban  and  rural  con- 
ditionsy  or  rather,  only  a  small  part  of  the  state  could  be  called 
urban.  There  was  far  more  homogeneity  of  population  than  at 
present  It  was  thus  feasible  to  have  one  general  normal  school 
for  training  teachers  for  all  or  most  of  the  teaching  postitions 
then  open.  But  conditions  today  are  greatly  changed.  Marked 
differences  exist  between  city  and  country.  In  fact  they  have  so 
little  in  common  in  industrial  and  moral  conditions,  in  points  of 
view  and  general  interests, — ^in  other  words  their  general  socio- 
logical conditions  are  so  divergent,  that  special  training  schools  are 
required  for  training  teachers  for  the  two  different  environments. 
Yet,  from  the  conservative  nature  of  education,  the  old  idea  has 
persisted.  There  is  still  too  much  confidence  that  any  normal 
school  can  give  training  for  any  kind  of  teaching  position,  with- 
out special  organization  for  meeting  different  situations.  This 
one  fact  illustrates  the  formal  nature  of  normal  school  woik. 
Study  of  pedagogical  books,  mastery  of  formal  methods,  attend- 
ance at  recitations  and  lectures,  participation  in  discussions, 
and  a  little  practice  work,  often  of  a  more  or  less  perfunctory  na- 
ture, hardly  touch  the  case.  There  must  of  course  be  professional 
study  and  method  and  practice,  but  they  must  be  broad  and  vital, 
based  upon  a  study  of  special  children  and  a  study  of  individual 
school  districts  from  a  broad  sociological  point  of  view,  and  the 
practice  work  must  be  more  extensive  and  intensive.  Teadier  train- 
ing does  not  consist  merely  in  instructing  one  how  to  give  the  child 
certain  things  in  school,  but  in  directing  study  of  home  conditions, 
street  conditions,  industrial  conditions  and  political  conditions, 
in  giving  an  intelligent  grasp  of  wise  means  for  affecting  these  con- 
ditions for  the  better,  and,  all  in  all,  in  equipping  one  to  push 
on  to  more  fitting  and  definite  application  of  knowledge  and 
power  outside  the  school  room.  Unless  the  normal  school  can  get 
out  of  the  beaten  track  and  give  some  true  objective  work  in  these 
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directions,  schools  wiU  continue  to  be  in  large  part  formal  insti- 
tutions not  vitally  related  to  life.  In  this  direction  then  lies  the 
new  training  for  which  the  present  calls.  A  discussion  of  two 
types  of  training  schools  which  seem  needed  to  carry  out  this 
ideal  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  matter  and  make  it  more  defi- 
nite. For  this  purpose  we  must  examine  the  needs  and  oudook 
of  two  classes  of  teachers: — 

1.     The  rural  teacher. 

The  position  of  the  rural  teacher  has  requirements  which  the 
city-trained  teacher  cannot  appreciate,  because  she  lacks  the  ap- 
perceptive basis  for  such  interpretation.  A  teacher  who  lives 
in  the  city,  who  has  her  main  interests  in  the  city,  who  main- 
tains her  social  position  in  the  city,  and  who  goes  to  the  country 
position  daily,  or  even  weekly,  is  not  a  rural  teacher.  Such  a 
scheme  of  rural  education,  which  has  obtained  more  or  less  in 
the  past,  is  a  travesty  upon  education,  and  does  more  to  confuse 
and  hamper  the  rural  school  problem  than  any.  other.  Beal 
teaching  of  a  rural  school  requires  a  teacher  who  has  his  center 
of  interest  in  the  rural  community,  and  who  in  a  progressive 
spirit  recognizes  and  maintains  a  position  of  associate  and  leader 
in  the  community.  It  follows  that  a  training  school  for  rural 
teachers  must  be  a  specialized  institution  specially  equipped  for 
country  problems?  In  the  past  the  incidence  of  normal  work  has 
been  on  the  preparation  of  city  teachers.  The  training  of  rural 
teachers  as  such  has  received  comparatively  little  attention.  Hence 
training  schools  of  this  type  need  all  the  more  attention  and 
effort  now. 

The  rural  teacher's  position,  if  genuinely  administered,  car- 
ries with  it  just  honor  and  prestige.  It  will  test  ability  not  only 
in  the  direction  of  teaching  power,  but  also  in  organization  and 
administration,  equally  with  any  educational  position  in  the 
country.  There  are  no  teaching  positions  anywhere  comparable 
with  such  places  to  tempt  one  out  of  the  ordinary  level  and  give 
opportunity  for  distinction.  Such  a  position,  with  the  life  it 
opens  up,  will  assure  a  social  standing,  professional  pleasure, 
and  independence  beyond  the  ordinary  position  in  more  crowded 
centers. 

What  then  are  the  focal  studies  in  the  preparation  of  the  rural 
teacher  ? 
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1.  He  must  have  the  broad  knowledge  of  the  course  of  study 
as  outlined  in  a  previous  article  in  this  series.  In  this  connec- 
tion however,. it  should  be  noted  that  a  state  course  of  study  is 
illogical.  State  courses  of  study  drawn  up  sympathetically  to 
meet  groups  and  communities  of  different  types  alone  are  justi- 
fiable, if  courses  are  to  be  proclaimed  by  a  central  authority. 
Ordinarily  they  can  best  be  made  by  the  community  eductional 
leaders  themselves  with  advice  and  suggestion  from  the  state 
and  even  national  authorities.  A  course  of  study  is  only  a  gen- 
eral guide  and  inspiration.  A  country  teacher  must  be  bigger 
than  a  course  of  study  and  capable  of  modifying  it  to  suit  con- 
ditions. He  must  certainly  maintain  its  general  culture^ 
while  safeguarding  its  principles  and  its  real  educational 
results,  which  keeps  a  race  or  community  from  growing  narrow, 
opens  the  world  at  large  to  children,  and  thus  gives  them  freedom 
of  choice  for  occupation  and  location.  But  especially  must  he  be 
able  to  select  and  adapt  matter  and  means  within  the  course  of 
study  to  form  a  curriculum  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  special  oom- 
jiunity.  A  teacher  large  enough  for  the  position  can  fulfil  the 
course  of  study  satisfactorily,  and  yet  fulfil  his  higher  duty  to  his 
immediate  constituents.  Every  curriculum  worthy  the  name 
takes  its  spirit  and  color  from  a  study  of  the  life  of  the  community. 
It  is  the  course  of  study  specialized.  The  demand  on  a  country 
teacher  here  is  great  and  growing  greater. 

2.  A  country  teacher  must  understand  and  appreciate  social 
relations  in  rural  communities  and  their  possibilities,  including 
country  amusements  and  recreation.  Various  lines  of  effort  and 
study  open  here.  How  to  give  a  charm  to  country  life,  how  to 
make  it  seem  worth  while  for  a  boy  or  girl  to  devote  his  powers 
to  it;  in  other  words,  how  to  show  that  country  living  may  give 
as  agreeable,  attractive  and  generally  satisfactory  avenues  of 
effort,  and  that  it  tests  ability  and  rewards  ability,  as  abundantly 
as  any  place  or  manner  of  life;  how  to  picture,  as  ideals,  a  new 
country  people,  a  new  country  squire,  equal  or  superior  to  those 
of  the  older  days,— these  and  other  ideas  suggest  -themselves  for 
the  would-be  country  teacher.  New  country  idyls  are  waiting 
to  be  written. 

3.  He  must  study  the  interests  and  mode  of  approach  of 
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rural  children,  with  a  view  to  management,  administration,  and 
method. 

4.  He  must  know  and  be  interested  in  country  industrial  life 
in  general,  and  if  practicable,  in  industrial  life  as  exemplified 
in  the  particular  community  which  he  is  to  serve,  and  its  impli- 
cations for  the  advancement  of  rural  living.  And  he  must  be 
able  to  adapt  the  manual  and  industrial  studies  of  the  curricu- 
lum so  as  to  make  children  efficient  helpers  in  the  system  and 
capable  eventually  of  advancing  rural  industries,  or  at  any  rate, 
the  conditions  under  which  they  grow. 

5.  From  these  points  of  view  also,  as  well  as  from  the  general 
culture  point  of  view,  he  must  pursue  the  ordinary  professional 
subjects,  interpretative  and  special,  which  have  been  described 
in  the  earlier  articles  of  this  series,  and  the  subject  which  gives 
unity  to  them  all,  sociology. 

6.  He  must  practice  with  country  children,  if  he  is  to  imder- 
stand  them  and  prepare  himself  to  work  intelligently  and  effi- 
ciently with  and  for  them.  For  this  purpose  the  normal  school 
which  trains  him  must  have  a  coimtry  practice  school  or  country 
practice  schools.  This  is  evident  from  the  facts  already  pre- 
sented and  from  the  marked  differences  in  special  traits,  inter- 
ests, and  modes  of  approach,  between  country  children  and  city 
children. 

The  requirements  of  the  case  suggest  at  once  that  the  most 
logical  location  for  the  central  training  school  for  rural  teachers 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  state  agricultural  school  or  experiment 
station,  as  one  of  its  affiUliated  schools.  Such  a  location  comes 
nearer  supplying  ideal  conditions  for  the  work  than  any  other, 
because  here  center,  or  should  center,  the  most  and  the  highest 
and  strongest  ideals  and  inspirations  for  the  best  country  living. 

2.  The  discussion  of  the  principles  of  the  new  normal  school, 
as  applied  to  the  rural  teacher,  which  has  just  occupied  us,  paves 
the  way  for  a  discussion  of  the  same  principles  as  applied  to  the 
training  of 

The  City  Teacher:— 

The  new  normal  school  ideals  open  up  possibilities  of  study 
and  service  beyond  the  city  position  of  the  past.  The  modem  in- 
dustrial city,  and  that  means  practically  every  large  city,  corn- 
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bines  snch  various  elements  of  population  and  interest  that  it 
leads  one  into  'the  very  heart  of  sociological  study.  A  course  of 
training  adequate  for  preparing  a  teacher  for  such  a  position 
shows  marked  differences  from  a  general  normal  school  course,  or 
a  training  course  suitable  for  country  teachers.  Even  general 
psychology  and  the  history  of  education,  which  at  first  thou^t 
mi^t  seem  to  be  the  same  for  both  types  of  school,  will  be  found 
to  differ  in  emphases. 

The  differences  in  training  courses  concern  both  the  form  and 
spirit  of  these  courses,  and  suggest  definite  differentiation.  Such 
a  statement  seems  to  represent  the  case  fairly,  on  the  one  hand 
not  denying  the  basal  similarities  in  training  courses,  because 
of  common  possessions  in  attitudes,  qualities,  and  general  cul- 
tural elements,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  non  minimizing  the  di- 
vergences. 

What  has  been  said  as  to  grasp  of  the  course  of  study  and  cur- 
riculum of  the  community  toward  which  the  teacher  is  looking, 
as  to  knowledge  of  social,  sociological,  and  industrial  facts  and 
relations,  and  as  to  the  need  of  a  practice  school  which  will  ade- 
quately illustrate  school  conditions  of  the  positions  in  view,  ap- 
plies correlatively  to  the  city  teacher.  He  must  know  the  psy- 
chology of  city  pupils.  He  must  pursue  general  and  special 
studies,  not  only  from  a  general  cultural  point  of  view,  but  from 
the  point  of  view  of  his  prospective  position.  And  he  must  be 
supplied  with  facilities  for  developing  a  thorough  appreciation 
of  the  demands  made  upon  him  by  city  children,  and  power  to  in- 
terpret his  various  studies  from  the  point  of  view  of  city  chil- 
dren. He  must  be  familiar  with  city  conditions,  know  a  city's 
way  of  thinking,  and  have  abundant  practice  with  typical  city 
children. 

A  city  normal  school,  like  the  school  for  training  rural  teachers, 
is  thus  first  of  all  a  sociological  institution.  It  is  an  educational 
institution  because  it  is  a  sociological  institution,  set  to  study 
municipal  problems  that  come  within  its  province  and  to  aid  in 
solving  them  through  its  educational  functions.  It  should  give 
its  students  knowledge  of  these  problems,  inspirations  for  study- 
ing them  further,  and  practical  means  for  meeting  them. 

Thus  far  we  have  made  a  comparison  in  the  large  between  the 
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two  training  schools.  There  are,  however,  special  lines  of  study 
suggested  by  city  conditions,  one  or  two  of  which  may  here  be 
mentioned  as  illustrations. 

1.  There  is  a  class  of  diildren,  specially  characteristic  of 
cities,  with  vacant  time  outside  of  school  hours  which  serves  as 
a  greedy  receptacle  to  catch  anything  which  a  crowded  city  and 
its  street  life  present  Plays  which  occupy  a  part  of  this  vacant 
time  are  unorganized,  or  rather,  are  accidental,  dictated  not  by 
nature,  but  by  the  narrow  conditions  of  the  situation,  without 
any  definite  consideration  of  their  educational  value  or  their 
value  in  developing  desirable  traits  and  power.  This  suggests  a 
new  study  for  the  city  normal  school, — splays  for  city  children, 
how  to  select  and  develop. 

Other  occupations  for  vacant  time  are  more  unorganized  and 
neglected  than  play.  How  may  the  activities  of  school  go  over 
into  some  interesting,  stimulating,  and,  at  the  same  time,  useful 
recreation  to  occupy,  or  partly  occupy,  this  vacant  time?  To 
take  up  but  one  possible  line  of  activity.  Can  the  normal  gradu- 
ate through  any  training  in  his  normal  course,  direct  any  work 
in  winter  or  summer  gardens  for  the  profitable  and  interesting 
use  of  idle  time,  and  for  adding  a  bit  to  home  life  by  their  ser- 
viceableness,  whether  for  beauty  or  other  utility.  Can  he  even 
intelligentiy  guide  in  the  making  of  window  gardens,  which  may 
transform  a  district,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  enterprise  and 
thrift  in  place  of  that  of  cheerlessness  and  shiftlessness.  This  is 
reform  that  comes  through  children  and  their  training,  and  it  is 
a  very  legitimate  outcome  of  public  school  work.  The  teacher 
has  thus  a  road  to  the  moral  nature  of  a  district  and  an  entering 
wedge  toward  wiser  and  better  industry. 

These  questions  need  only  to  be  suggested  to  show  how  far  such 
interests  ordinarily  are  from  the  thought  of  teachers  under  train- 
ing, and  yet  they  are  germane  to  any  practice  teaching  worthy 
the  name.  These  boys  and  girls  witii  the  vacant  time  furnish 
many  of  the  problems  of  the  class  room  which  are  now  treated 
superficially  and  wastefully  and  unwisely  because  they  are  not 
thoroughly  understood  in  their  outside  relations,  and  because, 
through  tiiis  ignorance,  remedies  are  not  applied  at  the  source. 

2.  Again,  in  a  city,  more  than  in  the  country,  special  occasions 
bring  to  note  many  a  home  where  the  necessities  of  life  and  living 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SSO  Education  for  May 


are  absent  and  where  children  are  being  dwarfed  intellectually 
and  otherwise,  not  from  any  inherent  lack  of  power,  but  from 
habits  of  thriftlessness, — inability  to  organize  the  industrial 
forces  of  the  family  for  more  independent  and  self-respecting 
conditions.  Any  large  city  has  various  sections  where  such  cases 
cluster.  Now  the  normal  student  can  be  trained  not  merely  to 
conduct  a  manual  training  or  occupational  exercise  in  school,  but 
to  apply  it  to  the  home  and  follow  its  application  even  to  the 
point  of  adding  to  the  family  income.  The  lines  of  work  sug- 
gested in  the  last  paragraph  are  reenforced  by  this  same  con- 
sideration. It  should  be  noted  that  manual  training  work  is  as 
broad  as  human  life, — ^broader  and  more  practical  than  it  is 
usually  made  in  school.  The  manual  training  center  which  is 
ti  be  more  and  more  at  the  disposal  of  the  public,  night  and  day^ 
and  is  to  form  a  real  stimulus  to  more  thrifty  home  conditions^ 
offers  a  field  for  effort  in  which  the  normal  student  should  not 
only  study,  but  practice.  The  social  settlement,  which  is  in 
part  a  manual  center  in  the  interim  while  public  centers  are  build- 
ing, not  only  offers  opportunity  for  such  service,  but  calls  for 
it  We  must  socialize  our  training  course,  if  for  nothing  else, 
to  keep  it  from  becoming  merely  abstract  and  formal.  Such 
opportunities  exist  and  always  have  been  present.  But  this  is 
not  enough;  there  should  be  definite  provision  in  the  normal 
course  for  studying  the  problems,  gaining  some  practical  knowl- 
edge of  them,  and  doing  some  practical  work  which  they  suggest 
Would  the  arithmetic  and  geography  and  grammar  suffer  ?  Then 
there  must  be  something  wrong  with  them.  They  ought  not  to 
suffer,  but  gain.  I  am  certain  they  would  gain  both  in  thorough- 
ness and  effectiveness.  They  are  not  strong  till  connected  with 
life.  Here  are  opportunities  to  correlate  them.  The  resource- 
ful teacher  will  find  them.  This  work  which  we  are  here  con- 
sidering reacts  not  only  on  the  conduct,  but  on  the  intellectual 
grasp  of  pupils  from  these  homes,  and  smoothes  the  way  of 
classroom  exercises  because  of  the  added  power  this  supplemen- 
tary work  has  created  in  such  pupils. 

This  principle  goes  deeper  than  we  are  sometimes  aware. 
Homes,  without  ideals  and  the  environment  which  encourages 
the  development  of  power  or  the  discovery  of  talent,  react  on  the 
schoolroom  and  are  responsible  for  much  of  the  mediocre  work 
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and  uninspiring  attitudes  of  pupils  there.  The  forming  teacher 
should  be  encouraged  to  study  these  circumstances  and  to  learn 
something  of  the  ingrafting  process,  so  that  he  may  conceive 
plans  for  relieving  the  conditions  and  may  attack  the  problem 
even  while  imder  training.  By  such  work  he  is  moving  by  the 
most  direct  route  to  easier  and  more  enterprising  class  work.  To 
t^ach  the  child  begin  with  his  parents.  To  change  a  pupil's  atti- 
tude toward  class  work  discover  something  in  him,  and  do  some- 
thing to  relieve  the  circumstances  that  prevented  an  earlier  dis* 
oovery  of  himself.  The  thought  is  an  old  one,  but  it  has  been  a 
matter  of  theory  or  advice,  mere  notebook  work,  in  our  normal 
training.  What  I  am  here  arguing  for  is  that  there  should  be 
some  provision  for  practice  in  this  direction,  so  that  normal  stu- 
dents may  gain  some  real  insight  into  the  principle  and  some 
practical  power  in  applying  it  Otherwise  the  danger  of  losing 
it  is  great  Without  it  our  field  for  developing  ideals  and  for 
discovering  and  developing  power  is  narrowed.  For  lack  of  such 
training  on  the  part  of  teachers  much  talent  in  pupils  goes  to 
waste,  because  there  is  no  self-revelation,  and  school  and  teacher 
are  handicapped  in  discovering  and  hence  in  encouraging. 

Again  there  are  new  studies  of  a  sociological  nature  which  are 
pressing  for  attention.  They  should  be  common  to  all  normal 
schools,  but  they  have  special  applications  and  adaptations  to 
special  communities,  and,  in  most  cases,  would  call  for  differences 
of  treatment  in  different  types  of  training  schools. 

1.  Educators  and  philanthropists  have  created  quite  a  furor 
as  to  child  labor,  and  legislators  have  busied  themselves  over  the 
matter.  The  normal  student  hears  of  it  indirectly  and  frequently 
remotely,  and  is  not  trained  to  see  in  it  a  menace  to  his  work 
through  enfeebled  physical  natures  due  to  excessive  labor  outside 
of  school  hours,  through  irregularity  of  attendance,  and  through 
the  breaking  of  courses  of  study  just  when  the  pupil  is  getting  a 
grip.  Having  had  no  adequate  opportunity  to  cultivate  any  very 
vital  feeling  on  the  subject,  or  to  gather  any  very  effective  body 
of  knowledge  of  conditions  and  ways  and  means,  the  young 
teacher  is  often  ill-prepared  to  resist  and  persuade,  and  to  plan 
to  relieve  conditions  and  give  city  and  state  stronger  and  more 
intelligent  workers.  Patriotism  'which  does  not  include  such 
things  is  of  a  very  superficial  type.     We  spend  so  much  time 
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dificassing  how  to  discipline  pnpils  inside  the  school  and  other 
details  of  pedagogy  that  we  neglect  these  more  wei^ty  matters 
which  are  intimately  bonnd  np  with  the  others  and  are  the  fonn- 
dation  of  many  of  the  difficulties  we  try  by  snch  indirect  methods 
to  reach* 

2.  Few,  if  any,  normal  students  are  eyer  given  an  opportu* 
nity  to  touch  economics  definitely  enou^  to  estimate  the  indus- 
trial efficiency  of  the  average  boy  or  girl  on  leaving  school,  whether 
reckoned  in  power,  or  in  money  value,  which  we  call  wages,  and 
to  reckon  the  increase  in  efficiency  which  might  come  throng 
larger  schooling  and  reformed  courses  of  study,  throu^  better 
methods  of  training,  and,  particularly,  throu^  advance  in  moral 
tone  resulting  from  such  teaching.  Some  real  observation  and 
study, of  a  few  practical  problems  in  arithmetic  in  this  conneo- 
tion  would  work  marvels.  It  would  stimulate  teachers  to  study 
their  relations  to  the  industrial  situation  more  pointedly,  and  to 
modify  and  vitalize  curriculum  and  method  with  a  view  to 
making  better  and  more  efficient  industrial  agents.  From  such 
observation  and  study  there  would  come  new  revelation  and  in- 
spiration in  teaching  and  a  new  purpose.  The  reaction  of  all 
this  on  classroom  results,  both  as  to  character  and  aims,  would 
be  marked.  Can  it  be  that  there  is  no  time  to  do  that  which 
might  yield  so  large  a  return  and  would  vitalize  that  which  we 
already  have? 

All  these  studies  are  of  course  but  parts  of  the  larger  study 
of  the  industrial  needs  and  opportunities  of  one's  city,  and  of 
the  relations  of  public  education  to  the  city's  industrial  life, — 
what  the  school  can  add  and  how  the  school  can  modify.  By 
combined  work  and  study  in  the  directions  already  noted  a 
teacher  is  working  very  directly  for  the  industrial  efficiency  of 
a  city.  His  work  will  take  on  greater  meaning  and  force  by  this 
larger  study,  and  by  a  concrete  study  of  the  correlative  subject, 
sociology,  as  applied  to  the  community  in  question.  Whoever 
makes  a  more  genuine  and  efficient  industrial  agent  adds  not 
merely  to  the  wealth  of  a  city,  but  to  its  moral  character.  The 
questions  of  morals  and  industrial  efficiency  are  inextricably 
mingled.  We  have  long  tried  to  work  out  morals  and  character 
from  one  side,  the  internal.  These  great  ends  of  education 
flourish  most  when  we  work  from  both  sides,  the  internal  and  the 
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external.    The  reactions  of  the  two  form  the  dynamics  of  char- 
acter formation. 

3.  Once  more,  the  groups  about  polling  places  on  election 
day  furnish  another  field  of  study  for  the  growing  teacher.  The 
conceptions  of  citizenship  here  exemplified  are  various,  grading 
from  the  hi^est  precipitously  downward  to  the  what-is-there-in- 
it-for-me  spirit,  and  to  the  gambler's  ideal  of  something  for 
nothing.  The  spectacle  is  an  enlightening  one  and  ought  to  be  a 
stimulus  to  the  teacher  to  build  up  more  patriotic  ideals  in  his- 
tory and  civics. 

4.  Then  there  is  the  study  of,  and  participation  in,  patrons' 
and  neighborhood  meetings  to  bring  school  and  home  closer  to- 
gether and  to  secure  intelligent  and  effective  co-operation  in 
carrying  out  the  methods  and  aims  of  the  school  and  enriching 
the  life  of  the  whole  community.  This  study  correlates  with  all 
the  others, — ^in  fact  often  supplies  the  necessary  conditions  of 
others. 

5.  Coming  to  the  inner  world  of  the  school  there  is  the  study 
of  defective  and  backward  children,  which  must  occupy  atten- 
tion, in  so  far  as  it  is  necessary  for  a  teacher  to  be  trained  to  de- 
tect a  defective  child  or  select  a  really  backward  child,  so  that 
such  children  may  at  once  be  placed  where  they  will  receive  the 
best  attention  and  make  the  most  progress  for  themselves,  at  the 
same  time  making  better  conditions  for  the  rest  of  the  grade. 
Such  studies  promote  very  materially  the  efficiency  of  the  school 
and  the  efficiency  of  citizenship. 

6.  Again,  the  problem  of  meeting  the  needs  of  the  foreign 
bom  children  calls  for  a  definite  place  in  the  curriculum  of  the 
normal  schooL  This  entails  a  study  of  types  with  a  view  to 
making  these  new-comers  familiar  with  our  language,  stirring 
an  appreciation  of  our  customs  and  ideals,  and  giving  the  foreign- 
bcirn  child  the  essentials  of  our  national  education.  It  entails 
also  a  study  of  immigration  and  its  sources,  if  teachers  are  to 
meet  the  problem  in  a  broad  and  helpful  spirit. 

7.  Finally,  there  is  the  great  study  of  general  efficiency, 
efficiency  of  financial  administration,  including  variations  in 
dollar  efficiency  in  different  schools  and  for  different  items  of 
ordinary  school  expenditure,  efficiency  of  educational  adminis- 
tration, and  particularly  efficiency  of  curricula  and  methods. 
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Teachers  must  develop  power  of  testing.  The  work  of  testing 
has  been  thus  far  only  superficiaL 

These  are  but  samples,  or,  at  any  rate,  brief  summaries  of  the 
opportunities  for  practical  work  which  open  themselves  to  the 
new  normal  school.  Each  one  of  the  topics  might  easily  expand 
into  an  article.  All  of  the  ^tudies  indicated  and  others  akin  to 
them  are  to  be  simple  and  concrete.  If  carried  out  with  great 
elaboration  they  would  of  course  require  a  prohibitive  amount  of 
time.  They  must  have  enou^  time  to  give  inspiration  for  fur- 
ther study  and  investigation  after  graduation.  Some  time  mi^t 
be  gained  for  the  purpose  if  the  waste  of  our  present  common 
school  curricula, — ^no  inconsiderable  item, — ^were  eliminated,  so 
that  our  normal  school  studies  in  special  method,  etc.,  might  be 
concentrated  on  a  smaller  range  of  topics  to  be  taught  in  the 
schools  for  which  they  are  preparing.  At  present  these  new 
studies  are  touched  only  abstractly  and  superficially,  if  at  alL 
They  are  not  really  objects  of  study,  for  one  reason,  because 
practice  work  is  not  supplied.  A  course  in  practical  sociology 
substituted  for  some  of  the  outworn  features  of  our  present  pro- 
grams in  the  normal  school  would  smooth  the  way  to  many  of 
these  perplexing  problems  which  we  are  now  at  best  touching  in 
a  most  inconsequential  way.  When  our  teachers  under  training 
begin  to  do  these  things,  then  only  shall  we  be  working  at  the 
root  of  many  of  our  diflBculties ;  for  we  shall  be  working  at  them 
through  education  in  the  school  itself.  Attack  them  as  we  will 
otherwise,  we  strike  only  at  the  outside.  Would  anything  stim- 
ulate a  teacher  more  to  perfect  himself  in  matter  and  methods 
than  this  sociological  study  and  work?  Could  we  therefore  do 
anything  that  would  make  even  our  present  ideals  and  aims  more 
effective  ? 

There  are  various  other  types  of  teachers  outside  the  two  whose 
courses  we  have  just  followed.  Kindergartners,  teachers  of  de- 
fectives and  backward  pupils,  technical  teachers  of  various  types, 
<5all  for  further  differentiation  in  normal  training.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  how  readily  we  have  accepted  the  differentiated 
training  school  for  these  classes  of  teachers,  though  its  scope  has 
l)€«n  essentially  narrow,  while  we  still  cling  to  the  notion  of  a 
general  normal  school  for  rural  and  city  teachers.  In  all  di- 
rections we  can  'see  the  field  opening  for  the  new  normal  schooL 
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Problems  in  the  School  Reading  of  Poetry 

Chbistabel  Abbott,  State  Nobmal  School, 
Geneseo,  New  Yobk. 

'GETS  have  been  the  people  who  have  preached  the 
dawning  of  a  better  day.  The  aim  of  poetry  is  to 
induce  soul  states.  The  reason  that  this  subject 
is  difficult  to  teach  is  that  it  portrays  the  emo- 
tional side  of  life,  and  many  people  shrink  from 
expressing  feeling  before  others.  The  essential 
characteristics  of  poetry  are  joy,  hope,  sorrow, 
faith,  beauty,  music  and  inspiration.  Unless  one 
becomes  highminded  and  allows  feeling  to  predominate,  he  can- 
not enter  into  the  kingdom  of  poetry.  The  degree  of  interpreta- 
tive genius  that  a  reader  possesses  depends  upon  the  breadth  of 
lis  associations  and  e^qperiences.  What  background  of  exper- 
ience preparation  is  needed  in  order  to  interpret  poetry  ?  If  we 
Are  thinking  of  the  school  children  of  the  grades  we  are  aware 
that  the  child  who  comes  from  the  slums  brings  with  him  a  dif- 
ierent  background  than  the  child  of  luxury  and  refinement.  In 
some  poor  homes  there  is,  so  much  discontent  with  the  present 
-and  worry  for  the  future  that  it  is  not  a  soil  in  which  much  poetic 
-thought  germinates.  There  are  those  who  do  no  thinking  beyond 
what  they  shall  eat,  wherewithal  they  shall  be  clothed  and  what 
pleasures  of  the  cheap  show  they  can  find.  And  so  they  have  no 
idealized  vision.  Poetry  is  essentially  feeling.  Some  disposi- 
tions seem  to  have  no  feeling  in  their  makeup.  A  story  is  told  of 
a  chemist  who,  when  he  saw  the  eyes  of  his  beautiful  wife  filled 
with  tears  exclaimed:  "Tears!  I  have  decomposed  tiiem,  they 
-contain  a  little  phosphate  of  lime,  chloride  of  sodium,  and  water." 
Truly  he  was  a  man  of  head  rather  than  heart.  In  school  it  is 
•sometimes  difficult  to  get  the  boys  to  read  poetry  expressively. 
Boys  are  not  less  emotional,  they  are  less  vocal.  Stedman  says, 
^*The  impersonal  element  in"  art  may  be  termed  masculine,  and 
-there  is  something  feminine  in  a  controlling  impulse  to  lay  bare 
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one's  own  heart  and  experience.  This  is  as  it  should  be ;  certainly 
a  man's  attributes  are  pride  and  strength — strength  to  wrestle 
upon  occasion  without  speech  until  daybreak.''  The  woman  has 
intuitive  sensitiveness,  and  nervous  refinement  The  more  sen- 
sitive the  mind,  the  more  delicately  the  finer  thou^ts  are  inter- 
preted. In  the  preface  to  "Endymion"  we  read  tihat,  "The  im- 
agination of  a  boy  is  healthy,  and  the  mature  imagination  of  a 
man's  healthy,  but  there  is  a  space  of  life  between,  in  which  the 
soul  is  in  a  ferment,  the  character  undecided,  the  way  of  life  un- 
certain." In  the  full  expression  of  feeling,  we  must  not  expect 
too  much  of  this  intermediate  age.  If  the  reading  of  a  poem  is 
poor,  let  us  remember  that  there  is  a  law  which  says,  "Improve 
the  child  and  you  improve  the  style  of  his  reading."  An  attempt 
to  express  what  is  not  in  the  pupil  or  what  is  beyond  his  experi- 
ence or  imagination  will  be  an  impossibility  and  no  amount  of 
forcing  him  will  bring  about  good  reading.  Just  as  the  more  one 
hears  good  classical  music  the  more  he  can  appreciate  it,  so  in 
poetry,  increase  of  appetite  grows  by  what  it  feeds  upon.  It  is 
according  to  the  law  of  "use  and  growth." 

Shall  we  ever  complain  that  the  children  in  our  classes  are 
poorly  prepared  to  read  poetry  when  they  come  to  us?  If  they 
knew  how  to  read  poetry  well,  they  would  not  be  taking  it  of.  us.  We 
are  to  take  the  child  where  we  find  him,  in  developmrait,  whether 
it  be  in  the  germ  stage,  bud  stage,  or  flower  stage,  and  make  him 
better.  We  are  apt  to  credit  the  boy  with  an  overdose  of  original 
sin^  if  he  looks  out  of  the  window  during  the  lesson  and  seems  in- 
attentive. The  child  may  be  doing  the  greatest  amount  of  think- 
ing and  having  the  greatest  development  when  people  think  he  is 
the  laziest  or  most  indifferent  This  was  illustrated  in  an  ei^th 
grade  class  visited  recently.  The  boy  in  the  back  seat  sat  in  seem- 
ing indifference  to  the  poem  the  dass  was  reading.  He  had 
never  seemed  interested,  had  never  volunteered  to  read.  But  he 
suddenly  raised  his  hand  when  the  teacher  asked  for  volunteers. 
The  teacher  and  visitor  were  surprised  to  notice  4at  the  boy  did 
not  have  to  look  at  his  book  but  knew  the  poem  by  heart  All  this 
time  of  seeming  indifference  he  had  been  absorbing  it  The 
wise  teacher  had  not  forced  him  to  express  himself,  but  had 
waited  until  it  had  gradually  developed.    Are  we  not  sometimes 
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too  impatient  for  results?  Our  background  of  experience  is  so 
much  larger  than  that  of  the  child.  We  cannot  expect  him  to  grasp 
as  much  or  as  quickly  as  we  do.  We  are  readers  of  poetry,  not 
different  in  kind  from  that  of  the  pupils,  but  different  in  degree. 
Some  teachers  seem  to  possess  the  art  of  questioning,  which  to  my 
mind,  is  the  great  art  in  the  teaching  of  poetry  reading.  The 
other  day  an  eighth  grade  was  reading,  "The  Lady  of  the  Lake." 
One  boy  let  his  voice  fall  at  the  end  of  a  verse,  when  the  thought 
should  have  carried  the  voice  over  to  the  next  line  to  complete 
it.  Not  once  did  the  teacher  say,  "Carry  your  voice  over",  or 
"Do  not  pause  at  the  end  of  that  line",  but  she  asked  him  ques- 
tions that  would  bring  out  the  thought  and  finally  the  boy  read  it 
correctly.  In  the  second  grade  the  children  were  reading  about 
the  moth.  Evidently  they  had  been  well  drilled  on  the  words 
that  would  be  found  in  the  reading.  However,  one  lad  stumbled 
over  a  certain  word.  The  teacher  did  not  ask,  ^^What  is  that 
word  ?"  She  directed  attention  to  the  thought  by  asking,  ^^hat 
is  it  the  moth  does  ?"  And  then  the  boy  told  her.  A  great  prob- 
lem is  to  get  the  children  to  feeL  Shall  we  make  the  child  "put 
on  ?"  People  would  think  that  a  florist  needed  a  physician  if  he 
were  caught  painting  the  geranium  leaves  in  order  to  have  the 
faded  plant  look  thrifty.  We  would  expect  him  to  dig  about  the 
roots.  Developing  reading  power  is  getting  at  the  root  We  must 
get  at  the  causes  of  expression.  How  to  get  the  spirit  of  the 
author — that  is  the  problem.  We  must  not  be  impatient  with 
the  child's  growth.  We  must  not  feel  like  pulling  up  tiie  plant 
to  see  if  the  roots  are  growing.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  sprouting 
and  developing  of  a  plant  at  its  root,  before  there  is  anything 
visible  above  the  surface. 

How  much  to  tell  the  pupils  is  a  problem.  Do  we  not  frequently 
tell  the  pupil  how  we  feel,  or  how  he  ought  to  feel  about  a  poem. 
Some  one  has  aptly  said  that,  "The  teacher  can  best  show  his 
appreciation,  as  he  shows  his  moral  character,  indirectly  without 
unwise  talking  about  it.  We  may  too  often  point  out  the  par- 
ticular beauties  of  a  poem  and  so  dull  the  appetite  of  the  child. 
It  gives  some  pleasure  to  have  a  beautiful  sunset  pointed  out  to 
us  by  some  one  who  has  noticed  it  first,  but  infinitely  more  pleas- 
ure to  see  it  first  for  ourselves.     Dr.  Johnson  says,  "Think  for 
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thyself,  one  good  thought,  but  known  to  be  tiiy  own  is  better  than 
a  thousand  gleaned  from  fields  by  others  sown.''  To  do  anything 
worth  while  we  must  have  a  certain  amount  of  freedom.  Our 
problem  is  to  get  the  child  to  think.  The  king,  in  Hamlet,  says, 
*'My  words  fly  up,  my  thoughts  remain  below.  Words  without 
thoughts  never  to  heaven  go.'' 

Some  pupils  have  no  conception  of  what  they  read.  Recently 
I  visited  the  fifth  grade.  They  were  reading  poetry.  First  the 
teacher  drilled  thoroughly  upon  the  words  that  might  prove  a 
stumbling  block  to  the  thought,  asking  and  explaining  their  mean- 
ing, before  she  let  them  look  at  the  poem,  ^hen  she  gave  them 
time  to  read  the  poem  through.  But  that  which  I  was  particu- 
larly impressed  with  was  this.  She  asked  questions  relative  to  the 
story  and  requir^  the  children  to  read  the  line  of  poetry  which 
contained  the  answer  to  her  question.  In  diis  way  they  learned 
to  think  in  poetic  language.  !N'ot  once  did  she  ask  a  question  that 
would  detract  from  the  thought.  Then  they  read  the  poem  with 
remarkable  interpretation.  Their  voices  became  expressive,  the 
tone  full  of  color,  and  the  face  animated.  I^aturally  the  children 
made  the  less  emphatic  phrases  subordinate,  and  emphasized  the 
most  important  thought. 

Did  you  ever  hear  a  child  read  a  most  sublime  thought  as  if  it 
were  a  most  ordinary,  everyday  expression?  Think  of  saying, 
"The  silent  city  steeped  and  bathed  itself  in  rose  tints",  in  the 
same  tone  one  would  say,  "I  am  going  to  the  grocery  to  buy  a 
peck  of  potatoes  1"  Stedman  says,  "Even  a  drop  of  prosaic  feel- 
ing is  said  to  precipitate  a  whole  poem."  Poetry  is  never  com- 
mon and  unimaginative. 

Do  you  have  the  problem  of  the  child  over-emphasizing  meter 
and  rhythm  ?  A  writer  says,  "Poetry  is  ideal  expression  through 
words  and  words  are  not  poetry  unless  they  reach  a  stress  that  is 
rhythmical.  In  the  whole  range  of  poetry,  the  deeper  the  feeling, 
the  more  characteristic  and  decided  the  rhythm."  So  we  must 
expect  the  child  to  feel  the  rhythm.  I  have  heard  a  professor  of 
English  in  one  of  our  large  universities  read  to  his  class  and 
ask  them  to  listen  just  to  the  beauty  of  the  rhythm,  and  the  music 
of  the  words. 

In  visiting  a  fifth  grade  recently  I  was  much  interested  to  hear 
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the  children  recite  a  ahort  German  poem.  The  teacher  explained 
that  because  the  children  were  not  familiar  with  the  words,  they 
would  the  more  readily  feel  the  rhythm.  She  said  that  occasion- 
ally she  would  recite  short  poems  from  different  languages,  just 
for  them  to  be  impressed  with  the  rhythm.  But  it  is  a  problem 
to  keep  the  children  from  overemphasizing  it.  How  often  we 
think  that  we  have  done  our  best  to  make  the  child  a  good  reader 
snd  we  are  surprised  to  find  that  he  has  not  gained  the  vital  point. 
A  teacher  once  asked  a  group  of  children  what  the  reading  of 
poetry  meant  One  answered:  ''It  is  emphasis,  pausing  at  the 
«nd  of  a  sentence,  holding  your  book  up.  It  is  letting  you  know 
v^ere  to  stop  for  breath." 

Of  course  the  child  needs  to  understand  the  poem  as  a  whole 
before  he  can  understand  the  parts.  If  a  child  is  reading  William 
Tell  and  comes  to  the  line  which  says,  "The  tyrant  laughed,"  he 
^should  interpret  it  in  disgust  The  author  is  in  sympathy  with 
William  Tell,  not  with  Gtesler.  If  he  did  not  know  the  poem  as 
a  whole,  but  just  that  line,  he  might  lau^  when  he  read  these 
words.  What  should  be  the  test  of  the  child's  ability  to  read! 
It  should  be  not  so  much  to  find  out  how  much  he  knows  as  his 
capacity  to  enjoy. 

The  reason  for  reading  poetry  is  for  the  pleasure  it  gives.  Do 
not  some  parents  put  it  into  the  minds  of  the  children  that  the 
world  was  made  for  them?  In  school  each  child  in  the  reading 
•dass  gets  up  to  read  to  show  the  teacher  how  well  he  can  read. 
It  is  for  his  own  benefit  Sometimes  the  teacher  unwisely  asks, 
'''Who  can  read  this  better  than  John  ?"  and  hands  go  up  in  eager 
^desire  to  outdo  John.  Let  the  child  read  for  the  pleasure  of 
others.  It  is  not  art  for  art's  sake.  It  is  art  for  the  sake  of  hu- 
manity. What  is  said  for  the  mere  sake  of  saying  it  is  not  worth 
raying  at  alL  Let  appreciation  find  its  own  spontaneous  expres- 
sion. This  will  depend  much  upon  the  atmosphere  that  pervades 
the  room,  made  cold  and  unsympathetic  or  warm  and  happy  ac- 
<x)rding  to  the  personality  of  llie  teacher.  Some  one  has  said,  "If 
light  is  in  a  man  he  shines;  if  darkness  rules,  he  shades;  if  his 
lieart  glows  with  love  he  warms;  if  frozen  with  selfishness,  he 
•chills ;  if  corrupt,  he  poisons ;  if  pure  he  cleanses."  In  no  study 
does  ihe  personality  of  the  teacher  effect  so  much  for  good  or  evil 
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results  as  in  the  teaching  of  poetry.  The  teacher  who  drives  in- 
stead of  leads  will  not  get  self-expression  from  her  pupils.  A 
teacher's  very  presence  is  winning  or  antagonistic.  In  the  cold 
atmosphere  the  child's  reading  is  apt  to  be  monotonous  because 
he  does  not  dare  to  express  what  he  really  feels.  Phillips  Brooks 
says,  "The  snow  must  melt  upon  the  mountain  and  come  down 
in  a  spring  torrent,  before  its  richness  can  make  the  valley  rich. 
And  yet  in  every  age  there  are  cold,  hard,  unsympathetic  wise 
men  standing  up  aloof,  like  snow  banks  on  the  hill  tops,  conscious 
of  the  locked  up  fertility  in  them  and  wondering  that  their  wis- 
dom does  not  save  the  world."  There  should  be  less  scolding  and 
driving,  and  more  leading  and  wooing.  Our  teaching  even  of  the 
reading  of  poetry  should  be  geniusward.  The  real  function  of  life 
is  to  lift  people  out  of  the  rut — out  of  the  ordinary  life.  The 
world  is  full  of  people  who  have  not  the  power  to  lift  themselves 
out  of  their  present  condition.  The  more  the  real  poetic  spirit  of 
faith,  hope  and  inspiration  we  can  put  intd  the  school  children, 
the  better,  in  after  life,  can  they  lift  themselves.  Corson  says, 
"Upon  the  closed  bud  of  reason  while  it  is  not  yet  ready  to  be 
unfolded  must  be  brought  to  bear  the  genial  warmtii  of  sensibility, 
sympathy,  and  enthusiasm,  and  when  it  opens  in  its  own  good 
season,  it  will  not  be  dwarfed  or  canker-bitten.  Sensibility,  sym- 
pathy, enthusiasm  are  the  elements  of  the  atmosphere  in  which 
the  intellectual,  the  moral,  and  the  religious  nature  of  the  child 
can  alone  germinate  and  healthily  grow  and  in  later  years  bloom 
and  shed  a  wholesome  fragrance.''  This  then  must  be  the  atmos- 
phere for  the  school  reading  of  poetry.  The  best  of  us  find  poetry 
above  us.  For  it  is  true  that,  '^e  are  regarding  even  the  lowli- 
est poets  from  our  still  lower  state,  we  are  like  earth  dwellers 
viewing,  comparing,  mapping  out  the  stars." 
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(ContintAed  from  April  Education) 

11. 

As  to  the  Scope  of  the  Several  Departments  of  the  School. 

§1.     The  Play  School 

First  of  all  comes  the  play  school,  in  which  the  child  should 
normally  begin  his  school  career  and  in  which  he  should  remain 
during  the  first  stage  of  psycho-physical  development  with  which 
the  school  is  concerned,  which  we  have  designated  as  the  stage  of 
childhood  proper,  as  distinguished  from  the  preceding  stage  of 
-infancy  and  the  later  stage  of  boyhood  or  girlhood  proper.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  state  that  the  stage  or  stages  of  infancy  prior 
to  the  third  year  of  life,  need  not  be  taken  into  account  by  us  in 
considering  the  organization  of  school  education,  for  the  consensus 
of  opinion  is  practically  unanimous  that,  under  the  social  condi- 
tions that  prevail  in  the  civilized  world  today,  the  home  is  the 
most  suitable  place  for  the  education  of  the  little  being  that  has 
not  yet  passed  out  of  the  stage  of  infancy* 

With  regard  to  the  fairly  well  marked  stage  of  childhood,  for 
which  the  play  school  is  designed,  I  shall  not  repeat  here  what 
competent  observers  and  students  have  set  forth  in  regard  to  it, 
but  will  content  myself  with  a  reference  to  the  article  in  the  Peda- 
gogical Seminary  for  1900  (volimie  7)  entitled  "Nascent  Stages 
and  their  Pedagogical  Significance,"  by  Mr,  E.  B.  Bryan,  at  one 
time  Superintendent  of  Education  in  the  Philippines,  an  article 
that  from  the  standpoint  of  pedagogy  gives  the  best  summary  of 
the  several  stages  of  human  development  with  which  I  am  fa- 
miliar, I  shall,  however,  recall  to  my  readers'  minds  that  this  is  a 
stage  of  fairly  steady  growth  in  height  and  weight  and  a  period 
of  great  mental  activity,  but  one  in  which,  "owing  to  a  lack  of  de- 
velopment of  the  peripheral  muscles  and  the  nerves  that  control 
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them/'  the  movements  of  the  child  "are  uncoordinated^  so  that  he 
is  not  effective  as  a  producer,  and  activity  is  its  own  excuse  for 
being'' ;  and  I  would  also  recall  that  this  stage  of  development, 
beginning  normally  about  the  completion  of  the  second  year  of 
post-natal  life,  seems  to  end  about  the  ei^th  year  in  the  case  of 
most  American  children,  when  ^^the  brain  has  approximated  its 
full  weight  and  is  changing  in  its  development  from  increase  in 
size  to  increase  of  function";  and  I  would  finally  remind  my 
readers  that  in  addition  to  this  brain  change  there  is  also,  at  the 
time  of  completion  of  this  stage  of  development,  ^^a  change  in  the 
rate  of  bodily  growth,  so  that  the  annual  increase  will  be  greater 
at  the  beginning  of  this  [new  or  transition]  stage  than  it  has  been 
tlirough  the  stage  of  childhood.  The  child  is  losing  his  first  teeth 
and  the  permanent  ones  are  coming.  This  more  objective  and  su- 
perficial change  seen  in  the  case  of  the  teeth  has  many  physical 
and  mental  counterparts,"  so  that  ^'the  child  is  not  quite  at  its 
best  either  physically  or  mentally." 

The  play  school  should  be  primarily  devoted  to  healthy  de- 
velopment and  the  cultivation— ^r  let  us  rather  s^y,  the  encour- 
agement — of  wide  interests,  not  to  instilling  into  the  child's  mind 
a  definite  quantum  of  exact  information,  nor  to  constant  drill  in 
the  use  of  the  "three  R's,"  the  elementary  tools  of  scholarly  ac- 
quisition and  expression.  As  everyone  knows,  the  child  at  this 
period  is  an  animated  interrogation  point  (that  is,  until  his  great 
natural  "curiosity" — ^perhaps  his  divinest  gift — has  been  dulled 
by  the  unresponsiveness  and  continued  snubbing  of  those  about 
him),  and  desires  to  know  about  everythiiig,  to  imitate  every  ac- 
tivity, and  in  general  to  do  everything  that  is  suggested  to  him 
by  his  environment  and  by  the  development  of  his  physical  and 
mental  powers ;  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  his  future 
development,  even  more  than  for  his  present  richness  of  life, 
that,  this  CATHOLICITY  OF  INTEREST  and  high-hearted  readiness  to 
try  his  powers  upon  everything  should  be  cultivaied. 

Incidental  to  the  cultivation  of  this  inclination  to  find  interest 
in  all  that  is  in  every  department  of  human  knowledge  and  hu- 
man activity,  it  should  be  as  easy  as  it  is  desirable  to  lead  the 
child,  before  the  expiration  of  this  period  of  his  development,  to 
the  perception  that  the  ability  to  measure  and  to  count  and  the 
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ability  to  understand  and  to  use  written  as  well  as  oral  language 
will  contribute  much  to  his  happiness,  by  enabling  him  to  do 
things  that  he  already  wishes  to  do,  and  to  find  out  things  for 
himself.  If  this  much  be  accomplished  at  this  time,  it  will  be 
found  that  when  he  reaches  the  age  for  systematic  training  in 
the  three  R^s  he  will  take  up  his  work  in  arithmetic  and  in  read- 
ing and  writing  with  the  zest  that  comes  from  understanding  the 
purpose,  and  having  a  present  appreciation  of  the  value  of  these 
studies,  instead  of  regarding  them  as  a  more  or  less  mysterious 
drudgery  to  which  children  are  subjected  by  grown-ups  on  the 
assumption  that  when  the  children  themselves  become  grown-ups 
they  will  have  a  use  for  it  all. 

As  regards  the  other  studies  to  be  systematically  pursued  as 
special  subjects  in  later  school  life,  such  as  history,  geography,  and 
physical,  chemical  and  biological  science,  a  proper  interest  in 
them  will  be  aroused  by  the  nature  study,  by  the  observation  and 
imitation  of  living  things  and  of  the  simpler  and  more  readily 
comprehensible  and  imitable  forms  of  adult  human  occupation, 
and  by  the  plays  and  the  stories  that  should  take  up  the  time  and 
constitute  the  play-work  of  this  period  of  school  life. 

It  is  through  the  play-impulse  and  the  delight  in  discovery  that 
the  child's  mind  and  body  should  be  developed  at  this  period; 
but  with  reference  to  play,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  elaborately 
organized  ^^plays''  are  not  suited  to  the  child  at  this  time  and  are 
really  hard  work  for  him.  The  children  should  be  given  large 
opportunity  for  free  play,  play  that  will  not  only  be  spontaneous, 
but  that  must  in  large  measure  be  individual.  Very  simple  joint 
plays,  either  ring  plays,  in  which  all  or  a  moiety  of  the  children 
do  the  same  thing  at  the  same  time,  or  plays  of  the  follow-my- 
leader  type,  in  which  the  children  successively  do  the  same  thing 
(provided  plays  of  the  latter  type  be  of  short  duration)  or,  on 
the  other  hand,  very  loosely  organized  plays  in  which  the  partici- 
pants are  at  liberty  to  carry  on  their  several  parts  very  much  in 
their  own  way,  will  doubtless  be  good;  but  much  "team  work,'' 
as  that  term  is  now  generally  understood  in  the  field  of  sport — 
that  is  to  say,  elaborate  cooperative  plays  in  which  the  individual 
members  perform  different  functions  in  the  performance  of  which 
the  player  must  subordinate  his  play  to  the  interest  of  a  final  end 
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to  be  attained  by  the  group  as  a  group^ — ^would  be  serious  work 
for  a  child,  and  would  constitute  a  strain  upon  his  physical  pow- 
ers of  cooperation  that  would  probably  be  as  injurious  to  his 
healthy  development  as  physical  exercises  that  should  demand  ac- 
curate coordination  of  the  finer  muscles.  There  should  not  be 
expected  or  even  permitted  at  this  time  any  functioning  of  mind 
or  body  so  elaborate  as  to  draw  largely  upon  the  vital  energy, 
which  in  childhood  must  be  primarily  devoted  to  increase  in  bulk 
and  organization  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  and  of  the  mus- 
cular system  and  the  rest  of  the  body* 

In  so  far  as  the  child's  occupation  is  free  play,  carried  on  for 
the  delight  of  doing  it  and  given  up  by  each  diild  the  moment  he 
wearies  of  it,  he  may  be  allowed  great  range ;  but,  bearing  in  mind 
that  the  object  of  work  ''is  a  definite  product,  physical  or  men- 
tal'^, the  work  of  the  play  school  should  be  limited  to  those  kinds 
of  activity  for  which  the  child  has  a  fair  degree  of  capacity,  those 
in  which  he  can  work  with  facility;  and  in  occupations  of  this 
sort  he  should  of  course  be  encouraged  to  do  as  well  as  he  can. 
While  the  occupations  of  the  play  school  should,  I  think,  be 
mainly  play,  some  work  should  be  demanded  of  the  child  for  the 
sake  of  his  moral  development,  lest  his  nascent  power  of  self- 
control  should  become  somewhat  atrophied  from  disuse  and  his 
spiritual  nature  be  arrested  in  that  pre-moral  stage  of  egoism  per- 
fectly natural  to  the  young  child. 

As  regards  the  content  of  the  instruction  given  to  the  child  at 
this  time,  let  me  speak  first  of  the  traditional  three  R's.  It  seems  to 
me  that  arithmetic,  reading  and  writing  should  only  be  taught 
to  the  extent  that  is  found  thoroughly  enjoyable  by  the  child  at 
this  age,  and  only  for  periods  in  any  given  day  so  brief  that  the 
children's  attention  may  be  readily  held  throughout  them.  Board 
work  in  reading  and  writing  should  precede  the  use  of  books  or 
paper.  At  the  end  of  this  period  the  child  may  have  learned  to 
read  from  the  board  and  from  large-print  books  very  short  and 
simple  compositions, — stories,  descriptions  and  songs, — ^and  he 
may  also  be  able  to  work  very  simple  "mental"  arithmetical  prob- 
lems in  counting,  adding,  subtracting,  multiplying  and  dividing, 
and  be  able  to  read  and  write  the  digits  and  to  understand  the 
place  of  units,  tens  and  himdreds.    But  with  little  regard  to  the 
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extent  of  the  acquirements  gained  here,  I  think  that  arithmetio 
should  be  taken  up  systematically  in  the  elementary  department 
in  such  a  way  that  tiie  child  who  had  failed  to  get  any  idea  of 
number  work  in  the  play  school  or  the  primary  transition  depart- 
ment might  make  a  fre^  start  in  this  later  sdiool  period. 

Nature  study  and  the  imitation  of  simple  forms  of  adult  occu- 
pation ;  descriptions  of  early  stages  of  human  society,  and  stories 
from  early  periods  of  history  illustrated  by  pictures  and  simple 
reconstructions,  cave  and  wigwam  making,  weaving,  sand  and 
day  modeling,  simple  gardening  and  cooking;  myths;  healthy 
free  play  and  exercises  that  do  not  strain  the  undeveloped  psychic 
powers  of  cooperation  or  the  undeveloped  physical  powers  of  ac- 
curate coordination;  such  loving  little  services  for  relatives  and 
friends  as  are  quite  within  the  child^s  powers, — ^these  should  con- 
stitute the  bulk  of  the  curriculum  of  the  play  school. 

As  regards  myths, '  generally  associated  as  they  are  with  the 
phenomena  of  nature  or  with  phenomena  of  moral  consciousness, 
it  should  be  said  in  passing  that  they  should  never  be  given  as 
pure  stories  quite  without  explanation  or  introduction,  nor  should 
they  be  elaborately  analyzed  and  the  allegory  set  forth  with  great 
circumstantiality.  They  should  rather  be  presented  as  stories 
coming  down  from  early  times,  either  representing  a  belief  of  that 
time  as  to  something  of  interest  to  himian  life,  or  else  being  a 
manner  of  representing  that  something  which  gave  pleasure  to 
those  from  whom  we  got  the  myth,  and  which  may  give  pleasure 
to  the  children.  Whether  they  should  be  accompanied  or  followed 
by  a  more  scientific  representation  of  the  matter  in  question  would 
depend  entirely  upon  the  special  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
upon  the  imaginative  development,  the  maturity  and  the  curi- 
osity of  the  child  or  children  to  whom  the  myth  is  told.  But  care 
should  always  be  taken  to  present  the  myth  (whether  heathen  or 
Biblical)  in  such  a  way  that,  when  the  child  should  later  acquire 
a  more  scientific  notipn  of  the  thing  in  question,  he  should  not 
feel  that  an  untruthful  representation  had  been  made  to  him  by 
his  early  teacher. 

As  regards  moral  education  in  the  play  school,  the  whole  con- 
duct of  the  school  should  give  it ;  and  right  conduct  upon  the  part 
of  the  child  should  be  taught  by  example  and  suggestion,  by 
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timely,  concrete  precept,  by  warm  approval  of  serviceableness  and 
sympathy  and  consideration  for  others  and  of  cleanliness  and  or- 
derliness, and  also  by  telling  interesting  stories  that  the  children 
will  love  for  their  own  sake,  for  their  action  and  imagery,  and 
that  will  at  the  same  time  make  virtue  appear  beautiful, — stories 
in  which  truthfulness  and  simplicity,  generosity  and  courtesy 
and  respect  for  the  counsel  and  instructions  of  those  who  are  old^ 
and  wiser  than  the  hero  or  heroine  or  upon  whom  he  or  she  is 
dependent,  shall  characterize  the  said  hero  or  heroine.  We  should 
avoid  trying  to  teach  by  terrible  example.  The  less  suggestion  of 
evil,  by  the  presentation  of  the  misadventures  of  the  lazy,  Hhe 
filthy,  the  discourteous,  the  disobedient,  the  xuikind,  and  the  cruel, 
the  better.  In  special  cases,  or  where  lightly  and  incidentally 
suggested,  this  may  do  no  harm  and  may  occasionally  do  good; 
but  the  less  of  it  the  better.  Avoid  especially  giving  the  bad  char- 
acter the  center  of  the  field  or  using  a  bad  person  as  a  foil  to 
bring  out  the  excellences  of  another.  Stories  of  this  kind  tend 
to  give  a  false  idea  of  life  (for  in  real  life  we  do  not  find  sheep 
and  gpats,  perfect  heroes  and  perfectly  VTicked  villains,  but  only 
more  or  less  lovable  human  beings  with  varying  kinds  and  de- 
grees of  faultiness)  and  are  quite  certain  to  cultivate  priggish- 
ness  even  if  they  do  not  encourage  the  despicable  and  soul-destroy- 
ing tendency  to  be  ever  on  the  lookout  for  inferiority  and 
unrighteousness  with  which  to  compare  one's  self  or  one's  heroes^ 
instead  of  seeking  to  make  one's  life  beautiful  by  doing  beautiful 
things  without  thought  of  unbeautiful  conduct  or  persons.  We 
should  guard  also  against  the  common  disposition  to  make  a  myth 
or  Bible  story  or  popular  anecdote  serve  a  definite  moral  purpose, 
when  if  undoctored  it  might  have  a  quite  different  effect  Above 
all,  in  dealing  with  heroes  of  history  or  legend,  we  should  never 
whitewash  their  conduct  in  a  questionable  matter;  this  is  the 
most  dangerous  form  of  teaching  immorality  by  suggestion. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say  that  morality  is  to  be  encouraged  in 
the  play  school  (as  everywhere  else)  chiefly  by  accustoming  the 
child  to  moral  habits.  But  obedience  must,  in  case  of  need,  be 
insisted  upon,  even  though  the  child  does  not  understand  why  he 
is  compelled  to  do  the  particular  thing  in  question;  for  the  child 
must  learn  that  his  general  well  being  is  dependent  upon  submis- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Orgamzation  of  Education  5t7 

flion  to  his  goardians  and  to  the  various  instrumentalities  of  con- 
trol established  by  society,  and  he  diould  learn  early  &e  impor* 
tant  lesson  of  lif e^  that  one  cannot,  and  should  not  e3i^>ect  to,  have 
one's  own  way  in  all  things.* 

§2.    Ths  PsncABT  Transition  Class 

What  needs  to  be  said  about  this  stage  of  school  life,  in  addi* 
tion  to  what  has  already  been  said  under  the  heading  of  The 
Play  School,  will  for  the  sake  of  brevity  and  convenience,  be 
stated  in  connection  with  the  discussion  of  the  Adaptability  of 
the  Curriculum  to  Various  Classes  of  Young  Persons  in  III 
infra. 

(To  he  Cantintied) 


At  Sea 

By  Henry  Chadwiok. 


Musing,  I  view  wide  miles  of  moving  main — 

Those  wondrous  waters  stained  with  stolen  hue. 

The  plowman  wind  has  forced  his  furrows  through 

The  sapphire  stretches  of  this  curving  plain. 

Across  yon  changeless  shrine  the  clouds  have  flung 

Snow  altar-cloths,  unblemished  by  the  breath 

Of  cities  where  men  race  with  life  and  death — 

These  waves  Jeaped  so  when  Thebes  and  Troy  were  young. 

Far  to  the  north  a  lonely  berg  rides  free. 

Broken  and  banished  from  some  glacier's  wall. 

Slowly  it  answers  to  the  current's  call 

That  lures  it  far  on  the  engulfing  sea. 

I  watch  its  peak  till  sunset's  flickers  pale 

Strike  but  a  spark  from  our  retreating  trail. 
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By  Mabtha  J.  MnrsHATL,  Bbookltn,  New  Tobk. 

HERE  is  no  royal  road  to  reading."  This  has  been 
asserted  so  often  and  so  emphatically  that  we  have 
accepted  the  statement  as  a  truth  and  drudged  ac- 
cordingly through  all  the  tiresome  steps  of  alpha- 
bet recognition,  combining  the  letters  into  words, 
words  into  sentences  and  &o  on  ad  infinitum,  even 
ad  nauseam.  Impressively  we  have  inquired,  ''Do 
we  go  up?"  And  equally  impressively  we  have 
answered  the  momentous  question  by  solemnly  asserting,  ''We  do 
go  up."  Somehow,  the  page  containing  such  matter  did  not  ap- 
peal to  the  eager  mind  of  the  child.  Of  small  matter  was  it  to 
the  makers  of  those  so-called  children's  books  whether  the  child 
would  find  anything  to  interest  him,  and  that,  after  wrestling 
with  printed  difficulties,  the  conquest  brought  no  joy.  Small 
wonder  that  the  child  wanted  more  and  demanded  more  or  would 
have  none  of  it  Thereupon  efforts  were  made  to  help  him  get  a 
happy  thought  from  print  by  distorting  the  plain,  simple  letters 
with  diacritical  marks  j^sound-helpers)  until  only  an  expert  could 
possibly  recognize  the  original  letter. 

Confusion  worse  Confounded.  Such  a  printed  page  looked 
like  the  remains  of  word-battle  in  which  each  survivor  came  off  or 
remained  on  the  field  with  crutch,  splint,  bandage,  a  blinded  eye 
or  a  lopped-off  member.  Certainly  such  a  sight  was  too  distress- 
ing to  contemplate  and,  following  the  dictates  of  a  natural  re- 
vulsion, the  child  looked  only  when  he  must 

"Of  the  making  of  books  tiiere  is  no  end."  Method  after  method 
has  been  tried  only  to  be  abandoned.  There  was  always  the  help- 
less child  to  be  experimented  upon.  Orthographical  vivisection 
was  practiced  daily  and  still  the  child  did  not  love  to  read.  For- 
tunately, a  child  always  has  his  mental  play-ground  into  which 
he  can  retire  and  the  gates  of  which  he  may  shut  at  will,  excluding 
all  tiresome  grown-ups  who  insist  on  forcing  wearisome  things 
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upon  him.    This  proprietary  playground  has  saved  many  a  poor 
little  victim. 

Those  familiar  with  school  work  will  tell  you  that  no  longer  do 
we  find  the  silent,  onmivorous  reader  in  our  schools.  The  "log- 
fire"  student  has  become  an  extinct  specie.  He  went  out  with 
the  log  and  in  his  place  has  come  the  indifferent  young  human 
who  works  along  the  line  of  the  least  resistance  and  who  has  to  be 
coaxed  or  spurred  on  to  effort  Educators  began  to  realize  that 
as  the  difficulties  increased  the  love  of  reading  diminished.  Some- 
thing must  be  done.  If  we  would  have  our  children  desire  to  read, 
a  way  must  be  f oimd  to  encourage  and  inspire  them.  Evidently, 
something  has  been  wrong  with  our  methods  in  the  past. 

Out  of  this  great  record  of  attempts  has  come  the  knowledge 
that  material  which  is  worth  while  must  be  offered  to  the  child 
if  we  would  have  him  want  to  read.  We  must  furnish  a  motive. 
The  love  of  the  story  is  the  lure  that  miLst  be  offered.  "Once  upon 
a  time"  will  rouse  the  dullest  child.  At  an  age  when  the  natural 
is  the  marvelous  and  the  marvelous  the  natural,  when  imagina- 
tion is  helping  observation,  giants  and  dragons  are  quite  familiar 
companions.  Everything  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  world  can 
talk  and  can  do  things.  Why  not  ?  Peter  Pan  knew  this.  One 
only  ceases  to  understand  and  believe  such  things  when  he  be- 
comes hopel^sly  grown-up. 

There  is  always  a  fascinating  excitement  in  danger  which  re- 
quires the  brave  assertion  of  fearlessness  and  the  ability  to  con- 
quer. Size  is  negligible  in  the  hero.  Courage,  only,  must  be 
reckoned  with.  With  this  knowledge  that  interest  must  not  only 
be  awakened  but  sustained  and  with  the  warning  given  by  pasf^ 
mistakes  of  things  to  be  avoided,  there  has  been  evolved  a  method 
that  is  both  rational  and  pleasing. 

The  "Progressive"  method  of  reading  enjoying  general  use  in 
New  York  City  offers  a  plan  elaborated  to  ihe  finest  detail  which 
meets  each  difficulty  so  simply  yet  so  definitely  and  satisfactorily 
that  one  wonders  tibat  this  method  has  been  so  long  in  coming. 
We  have  presented  this  system  to  the  child  and  he  is  both  judge 
and  jury.  The  matter  in  the  books  pleases  him.  The  appearance 
of  the  printed  page  captures  him,  he  is  intensely  interested.  He 
pronounces  it  good.     He  loves  to  read.    With  this  method,  the 
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teacher  tells  the  first  story  found  in  Book  One.  Again^  the  story 
is  told  with  dramatic  effect  and  in  shorty  simple,  unvarying  state- 
ments«  Those  who  live  among  children  know  how  jealously  each 
statement  is  watched  and  how  unsafe  it  is  to  omit  or  change  one 
word.  Correction  speedily  follows.  When  the  child  knows  the 
story  and  can  tell  it  all  or  in  part,  the  teacher  prints  the  first 
event  or  sentence  on  the  black  board  and  tells  what  she  has 
printed.  She  reads  the  sentence  as  a  whole,  being  very  careful 
to  give  the  expressiveness  that  she  wants.  The  child  repeats  the 
sentence  as  a  whole  and  imitates  the  expression.  This  part  of 
the  work  is  particularly  helpful  to  children  of  foreign  birth  or 
parentage. 

Location  and  sequence  must  be  mentally  photographed.  Then, 
words  from  the  sentence  are  printed  repeatedly  under  the  same 
word  in  the  sentence  to  give,  as  it  were,  proper  time  exposure. 
Anywhere,  everywhere — on  blackboard,  chart  or  "perception 
<5ards"  are  these  words  placed  and  a  "Word  Hunt"  follows.  First 
recognition,  then  capture  and  the  "find"  is  triumphantly  and 
•carefully  compared  with  its  original  in  the  sentence.  Thus  is 
the  word  recognized,  in  place  and  out  of  place  and  meaningless 
Tote  work  avoided..  Searrangement  and  transposition  of  the  same 
words,  telling  the  same  story  is  next  resorted  to  and  then  comes 
the  placing  of  the  book  in  the  child's  hands.  The  silence  can  be 
ielt  as  the  child  gazes  for  the  first  time  with  seeing  eyes  upon  a 
printed  page.  His  amazement  and  surprise  can  not  be  under- 
stood by  one  who  has  not  witnessed  this  miracle.  The  door  is 
open.    The  child  has  taken  his  first  step  towards  salvation* 

New  difficulties  present  themselves  which  are  simply  and  logi- 
-cally  met.  There  are  phonetic  and  unphonetic  drills.  "Families" 
are  discovered  and  from  them  comes  the  '^blend.''  Here  the  child 
iiioroughly  enjoys  himself.  He  is  doing  something  for  himself. 
He  is  constructively  at  work. 

The  discovery  of  the  vowel  sounds  follows  as  a  natural  oonse- 
'quence.  Diacritical  marks  are  used  to  distinguish  the  long  sound 
from  the  short  sound  of  the  vowel,  but  their  use  is  very  soon  dis- 
continued and  only  resumed  when  word  recognition  baffles.  The 
«ame  method  is  employed  for  silent  letters.  Bules  for  spelling 
demonstrate  and  make  themselves  and  become  familiar  by  use. 
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Visualization  and  reproduction  on  paper  begin  at  an  early 
period  in  school  life.  The  steps  from  the  writing  of  words  and 
the  building  of  "blends"  to  the  writing  of  sentences  are  gradual 
and  easy.  Before  the  child  realizes  that  there  is  anything  more 
than  pleasurable  occupation,  he  finds  himself  writing  the  story 
quite  easily.  The  ability  to  write  these  little  stories  from  mem- 
ory is  in  the  child  and  needs  only  the  proper  encouragement  to 
bring  it  out. 

It  is  not  the  intent  of  this  article  to  exploit  this  system  in  de- 
-tail.  That  has  been  done  so  clearly  in  the  "Plan  of  Work"  that 
any  teacher  who  can  teach,  whether  she  be  employed  in  a  city 
public  school  or  in  an  outlying  district  school,  can  successfully 
teach  children  to  read  and  can,  through  the  material  found  in  the 
1x)oks,  foster  at  the  same  time  a  love  of  good  reading.  Through 
the  "Progressive"  method  there  is  a  power  to  attack  new  material. 
Big  words  no  longer  intimidate.  Prefixes  and  suffixes  are 
Btripped  from  the  "Family"  word  and  the  child's  own  eifort  gets 
the  word.  The  power  has  been  given  to  do  the  work  for  himself. 
At  the  dose  of  the  second  year  in  this  method,  the  whole  story 
world  has  been  opened.  Literest  has  been  awakened  and  the 
•desire  and  the  power  to  go  on  is  his.  Dramatization  has  made 
real  many  of  the  stories  told.  Self-consciousness  has  disappeared 
and  in  its  place  has  come  the  natural  tone  of  voice,  the  pleasing 
inflection  and  the  power  to  sustain  interest  in  the  listener  as  well 
as  in  the  reader. 

No  bibliography  need  accompany  this  system.  The  bars  are 
down.  The  field  of  literature  is  open  to  the  young  explorer,  and 
lie  may  wander  at  will  culling  its  flowers  of  beauty  and  depending 
for  choice  upon  the  training  and  refining  infiuence  exerted  upon 
him  by  the  books  provided  for  him  during  his  "Method  Life." 
He  comes  in  time  to  realize  that  a  good  book  is  the  greatest  thing 
-in  the  world.  With  Lowell  he  can  say,  "Thoughts  that  great 
iearts  once  broke  for,  we  now  breathe  cheaply  in  the  common  air." 
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Our  Compulsory   Education    Laws,  and 
Retardation  and  Elimination  in  Our 
Public  Schools 

Chables  a.  Ellwood,  Professob  of  Sociology, 
XJnivebsity  of  Missoubi. 

"ftUE  compulsory  education  laws  are  faUures.  They 
are  wrong  in  principle  and  have  already  outlasted 
any  usefulness  which  they  may  ever  have  had. 
Compulsory  education  is,  of  course,  not  in  question. 
It  is  rather  the  form  of  our  compulsory  education 
laws  which  we  should  perceive  to  be  no  longer 
adapted  to  the  very  purpose  for  which  they  were 
designed.  Instead  of  securing  that  proper  train- 
ing for  citizenship  which  must  be  the  foundation  of  successful 
free  institutions,  they  let  every  year  vast  numbers  through  their 
net.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  they  are  designed  upon  a  wrong 
principle ;  namely,  the  principle  of  keeping  the  child  in  the  school 
a  definite  length  of  time,  and  then  turning  him  loose  whether  he 
has  even  the  rudiments  of  education  or  not 

It  is  surely  strange  that  none  of  the  writers  upon  retardation 
and  elimination  in  our  public  schools  have  pointed  out  that  the 
source  of  these  evils  is  largely  in  the  nature  of  our  educational 
laws.  On  every  hand  it  is  admitted  that  our  public  schools  are 
failing  to  do  the  work  which  they  should  do  for  the  child  before  he 
starts  upon  his  life-work  in  the  world.  Nearly  all  writers,  how- 
ever, seem  to  think  that  the  only  way  to  remedy  this  evil  is  to 
make  the  curriculum  of  our  public  schools  more  "attractive'^,  so 
as  to  hold  the  child's  interests  longer;  and  thus  he  may  inci- 
dentally secure  the  real  training  which  the  work-a-day  world  and 
free  institutions  will  require  of  him.  The  result  is  that  we  have 
made  education  such  a  "soft"  affair  that  it  is  very  far  from  fur- 
nishing the  discipline  which  life  requires.  Now,  I  am  not  op- 
posed to  the  making  of  curricula  attractive  to  the  child's  interests, 
provided  it  is  wisely  done;  but  it  is  absurd  to  think  that  in  this 
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way  alone  children  can  be  held  long  enough  in  public  school  to 
give  them  the  training  they  need.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a 
real  danger  that  by  this  method  habits  of  perseverance,  self  con- 
trol and  hard  work  will  fail  of  proper  emphasis. 

Let  us  look  at  the  facts.  According  to  the  reports  of  the  United 
•States  Commissioner  of  Education  for  a  series  of  years,  only  one- 
third  of  the  pupils  that  enter  the  first  grade  of  our  public  schools 
Teach  the  eighth  grade.  Growing  population  can,  of  course,  ex- 
plain only  a  little  of  the  discrepancy  between  the  numbers  in  the 
£rst  and  ei^th  grade.  Other  investigations  have  shown  that  in 
American  cities  ten  per  cent  of  the  pupils  leave  school  before 
Teaching  the  fourth  grade,  nineteen  per  cent  before  the  fifth  grade, 
thirty-two  per  cent  before  the  sixth  grade,  forty-six  per  cent  be- 
fore the  seventh  grade,  sixty  per  cent  before  the  eighth  grade, 
And  seventy-three  per  cent  before  graduation.  Again,  the  sta- 
tistics show  that  only  sixty-eight  per  cent  of  those  in  the  second 
,grade  remain  till  the  sixth  grade.  They  also  show  that  in  almost 
every  case  those  who  drop  out  of  school  before  they  should  are 
the  pupils  who  have  been  ^^retarded,''  who  have  not  kept  pace,  in 
other  words,  with  the  children  of  their  age-dass.  The  elimination 
of  pupils  in  the  lower  grades  especially  is  almost  wholly  of  older 
pupils,  retarded  pupils  who  have  failed  to  keep  interest  in  their 
school  work,  but  who  are  old  enough  to  go  to  work. 

All  teachers  know  where  these  children  go,  who  drop  out  of  our 
public  schools  before  graduation  because  they  are  behind  their 
^grades  but  old  enou^  to  work.  An  investigation  of  4386  such 
ohildren  in  the  city  of  St  Louis  showed  that  3764  of  them  went 
into  the  ranks  of  unskilled  labor,  while  less  than  ten  per  cent  went 
into  occupations  that  might  be  called  skilled  in  any  sense.  Of  the 
•ninety  per  cent  that  went  into  unskilled  occupations,  fully  seven- 
1y  per  cent  engaged  in  work  which  simply  involved  fetching 
-and  carrying.  The  pupils,  in  other  words,  who  leave  our  public 
schools  before  they  graduate  from  the  grades,  for  the  most  part  go 
to  swell  the  ranks  of  unskilled  labor.  They  are  the  ones  who 
later  become  "the  unemployed,''  and  who  furnish  the  bulk  of 
lliose  in  our  dependent  and  delinquent  classes.  To  say  the  least, 
this  is  one  of  die  most  tragic  features  of  our  present  social  life 
iBTith  its  inadequate  educational  system. 
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There  is,  however,  still  another  aspect  of  the  matter  which  is 
often  overlooked;  and  that  is,  that  those  who  leave  our  public 
schools  after  completing  only  five  or  six  grades  are  very  inade- 
quately trained  for  citizenship.  They  have  not  even  mastered 
the  three  R's,  to  say  nothing  of  specific  training  in  the  duties  of 
citizenship.  Our  public  schools,  at  best,  are  as  yet  but  poor  in- 
struments to  train  citizens.  The  little  specific  training  which 
they  do  give  in  history  and  civics  comes  almost  entirely  in  the 
last  three  grades;  hence  those  who  leave  the  public  school  before 
the  completion  of  the  final  grades  fail  to  get  the  most  important 
part  of  their  educatioii,  not  only  for  their  own  self-support,  but 
also  for  their  e£Sciency  as  citizens  and  voters.  A  public  school 
system  in  which  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  children  fail  to  be  in- 
structed in  the  most  important  branches,  both  for  their  own  indi- 
vidual success  in  life  and  f6r  their  efficiency  as  citizens,  must 
certainly  be  called  a  woeful  failure,  indeed. 

Now,  these  familiar  facts  would  not  need  to  be  dwelt  upon,  were 
it  not  for  the  self-satisfied  attitude  which  most  of  our  educators 
have  gotten  into  regarding  our  compulsory  education  laws.  Some, 
to  be  sure,  vaguely  feel  that  these  laws  are  a  failure,  and  have  set 
to  work  to  remedy  their  defects  by  softening  and  making  attrac- 
tive the  curriculum,  a  process  which  we  have  seen  may  readily 
go  too  far.  We  need  to  wake  up  to  the  fact  tibat  a  compulsory 
education  law  which  applies  simply  to  a  definite  period  of  a 
child's  life  is  bound  to  be  a  failure.  Parents  know  and  children 
come  readily  to  know,  that  after  a  certain  definite  time  the  law 
cannot  touch  them ;  hence  they  ' Wdier"  on  the  school  authorities 
till  they  are  fourteen;  then  they  know  they  can  easily  get  freed, 
if  they  can  at  least  read  and  write. 

Now,  in  dealing  with  delinquent  children  and  even  delinquent 
adults,  it  has  been  discovered  that  a  definite  sentence  is  the 
greatest  of  all  impediments  to  the  individual's  progress  toward 
reformation.  Why  should  it  not  work  just  the  same  up<»i  the 
development  of  character  in  normal  children?  Surely  normal 
and  delinquent  children  are,  as  a  rule,  not  so  different  after  alL  If 
the  indefinite  period  of  detention  in  an  industrial  or  reform  school 
is  good  for  ^e  delinquent  child,  why  is  not  an  indefinite  period  of 
instruction  and  training  in  our  public  schools  good  for  the  normal 
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child  ?  If  it  is  a  mistake  to  turn  the  abnormal  child  out  of  the  insti- 
tution before  he  is  fitted  for  normal  life,  isn't  it  even  a  greater  mis- 
take to  allow  millions  of  children  to  leave  our  public  schools  before 
they  are  fitted  to  take  their  place  in  the  complex  life  of  the  pres- 
ent? We  are  surely  in  the  situation  in  which  we  are  creating 
rights,  institutions  and  a  social  organization  ^hich  demand  a 
highly  developed  intelligence  and  character  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
dividual, without  even  providing  any  machinery  by  which  that 
intelligence  and  character  can  be  developed. 

Now,  the  plea  of  this  article  is  just  this:  let  conmiittees  of 
educators  both  in  our  several  states  and  in  the  nation  at  large, 
guided  and  supervised  perhaps  by  state  and  national  educational 
associations,  carefully  decide  what  they  think  is  the  minimum 
education  which  should  be  required  for  every  boy  or  girl  before 
they  are  allowed  to  go  forth  into  our  complex  social  life,  where 
the  stru^le  for  existaice  is  so  hard,  and  where  the  responsibili- 
ties which  they  must  assume  as  citizens  are  so  great.  Then  let 
every  child  in  the  state  be  "sentenced",  as  it  were,  by  a  rational 
compulsory  education  law,  to  complete  this  minimum  require- 
ment of  education  in  our  public  schools  before  they  are  permitted 
to  go  forth  and  take  their  places  in  the  world  of  labor.  Widi 
such  a  law  the  key  to  his  destiny,  so  to  speak,  would  be  in  the 
child's  own  power.  He  would  be  free  to  take  up  the  work  of  life 
as  soon  as  he  was  fit  to  do  so,  but  no  sooner.  Knowing  this,  all 
children  would  be  inmiensely  stimulated.  "Playing  hookey"  and 
"the  truancy  problem"  would  almost  inmiediately  be  reduced  to 
a  minimum.  Children  would  be  thrown  upon  their  own  responsi- 
bility, their  own  self-respect  and  pride  would  be  evoked ;  and  the 
strongest  of  all  stimulants  for  keeping  up  with  the  work  of  their 
grade  and  age-class  would  be  applied.  Moreover,  we  should  no 
longer  witness  the  senseless  practice  of  children  getting  ^labor 
permits"  at  the  age  of  fourteen  who  have  not  the  knowledge  and 
training  of  some  children  of  ten ;  nor  would  there  be  any  danger 
of  precocious  children  in  this  way  getting  out  into  the  world  of 
work  too  soon.'  The  standard  for  graduation  would  undoubtedly 
be  kept  sufficiently  high  to  prevent  any  such  danger.  From  the 
mental  and  social  standpoint,  however,  there  is  more  sense  in 
allowing  a  child  of  thirteen,  who  has  graduated  from  the  grades, 
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to  go  into  regular  employment  than  a  child  of  sixteen  who  is  yet 
far  from  graduation. 

Such  an  ^'indeterminate"  compulsory  education  law  would, 
finally,  enable  our  schools  to  do  a  social  service  which  they  are  now 
not  well  able  to  perform ;  that  is,  it  would  enable  them  to  pick  out 
finally  the  undoubtedly  feeble-minded,  and  turn  them  over  to 
proper  institutions  for  their  care  and  training.  All  eugenists  and 
all  students  of  our  abnormal  classes  are  agreed  that  the  elimination 
of  the  feeble-minded  is  one  of  the  most  important  tasks  which 
confronts  society.  Dr.  Qoddard's  investigations  in  New  York 
Oity  schools  show  that  about  two  out  of  every  hundred  of  our  pub- 
lic school  children  are  undoubtedly  feeble-minded.  If  these  feeble- 
minded (who  can  rarely  get  beyond  the  sixth  grade)  are  allowed 
to  go  out  into  life,  by  the  laws  of  heredity  they  inevitably  pass  on 
to  future  generations  their  defects  and, even  diffuse  them  in  tiiie 
population  as  a  whole.  Now,  every  one  knows  that  even  with  a 
Binet-Simon  test  it  is  very  difficult  to  detect  the  higher  grades  of 
the  feeble-minded  in  our  public  schools  if  they  are  allowed  to  leave 
at  the  age  of  fourteen.  No  such  difficulty  in  detecting  the  feeble- 
minded would  be  experienced  if  all  pupils  were  in  the  public 
schools  for  an  indeterminate  period,  until  they  had  completed  the 
minimum  prescribed  for  graduation.  Thus,  an  indeterminate 
compulsory  education  law  would  have  a  eugenic  value  for  the 
race,  as  well  as  social  and  economic  value  for  individual  success 
and  good  citieznship.  In  fact,  it  is  the  only  compulsory  education 
law  which  can  be  approved  of  scientifically,  and  the  only  one 
really  worth  having.    Why  should  we  not  have  it? 
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Nemesis  in  ^^ Julius  Caesar^ 

By  Hxnby  a.  Bubd,  Depabtment  of  English,  Hibam  College, 

TTtbam,  Ohio. 

■J  FEW  years  ago  the  Illinois  Association  of  Teachers 
of  English  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate 
high  school  students'  preferences  in  reading.  Among 
the  findings  of  this  committee  (I  have  not  the  re- 
port at  hand)  was  the  general  statement  that  stu- 
dents of  the  high  school  age  have  a  fondness  for 
books  in  which  the  moral  trend  is  evident;  that 
they  are  interested  in  works  which  balance  right 
against  wrong.  Educators,  in  general,  recognize  this  predisposi- 
tion to  the  ethical,  and  high  school  teachers,  in  particular,  ca^ 
testify  to  the  frequency  with  which  discussions  of  problems  of 
character  and  conduct  occur.  In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  inter- 
esting, to  say  the  least,  to  find  a  highly  recommended  and  widely 
used  high  school  edition  of  Julius  Caesar,  edited  by  a  prominent 
student  of  Shakespeare,  in  which  any  moral  guilt  on  the  part  of 
Brutus  is  disclaimed.  The  other  day  a  high  school  teacher  called 
my  attention  to  the  following  general  note  to  Act  V,  Scene  V,  in 
this  edition  and  said  that  his  students,  without  exception,  had 
questioned  its  statements: 

"A  mistake  in  judgment  led  him,  Brutus,  to  the  assas- 
sination of  Caesar,  and  the  inevitable  Nemesis  followed 
in  the  form  of  physical  disaster.  But  there  is  no  stain 
on  his  conscience,  and  there  is  no  moral  catastrophe,  as 
in  Macbeth." 

Does  the  editor  mean  to  imply  that  Nemesis  comes  purely  as 
physical  disaster?  That  Brutus's  conscience  does  not  hurt  him? 
and  that  consequently  there  is  no  moral  catastrophe? 

I  suppose  no  one  will  take  issue  with  the  statement  that  Brutus 
was  led  to  the  assassination  of  Caesar  by  a  mistake  in  judgment. 
However  he  may  have  been  too  easily  persuaded  that  papers 
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promiscuously  thrown  in  at  his  windows  represent^  the  will  of 
the  people,  or  have  failed  to  see  the  dissembling  in  the  arguments 
of  Oassius,  he  is,  nevertheless,  honest  with  himself  as  he  reasons 
to  his  decision  to  join  the  conspirators.  But  the  other  statements 
in  tiiie  note  may  not  be  so  generally  accepted.  The  question  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  !N'emesis  which  pursued  Brutus  was  purely 
physical  Can  be  answered  only  after  determining  whether  there 
was  any  stain  on  his  conscience.  If  there  was,  there  must  have 
been  a  moral  catastrophe  to  a  degree,  and  in  just  so  far  must  the 
Kemesis  have  been  above  and  beyond  mere  physical  disaster. 

Is  there  any  stain  on  Brutus's  conscience  ?  When  Antony  has 
stirred  up  the  people  against  the  conspirators  news  comes  that 
Brutus  and  Cassius  are  ^'rid  like  madmen  through  the  gates  of 
Kome."  From  this  very  moment  Brutus  is  a  changed  man«  He 
has  struck  down  Caesar  not  for  what  he  is  but  for  fear  of  what 
he  might  become,  and  now  he  begins  to  realize  his  mistake.  This 
change  is  shown  first  in  his  attitude  towards  his  friends.  He  be- 
comes peevish,  irritable,  and  forgetful 

When  the  army  is  encamped  near  Sardis  and  Lucilus  returns 
from  Cassius  the  suspicious  nature  of  Brutus  asserts  itself  in  his 
first  question. 

''Bru.    How  he  received  you :  let  me  be  resolved. 
LucU.    With  courtesy  and  with  respect  enough; 
But  not  with  such  familiar  instances, 
Nor  with  such  free  and  friendly  conference, 
!  As  he  hath  used  of  old. 

Bru.  Thou  hast  described 

A  hot  friend  cooling."  '' 

Cassius  arrives  and  the  two  generals  have  some  words  but  Bru- 
tus admonishes  Cassius  not  to  let  their  armies  see  any  disagree- 
ment between  them,  but  they  will  have  it  out  when  they  are  alone 
in  the  tent.  This  scene  is  characteristic  of  Brutus  up  to  the  day 
of  his  death.  He  is  able  to  control  himself  and  to  hold  his  pas- 
sions in  leash,  especially  when  policy  requires  suppression.  When- 
ever he  does  give  way  it  is  only  for  a  moment  and  strai^tway  he 
is  cold  again. 

In  the  quarrel  between  the  two  generals  Brutus  is  no  less 
choleric,  testy,  and  ill-tempered  than  Cassius  himself.    He  warns 
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CassiuB  to  remember  the  ides  of  March^  and  then  launches  into  a 
eulogy  of  his  motives  in  striking  Oaesar.  But  he  is  not  sure  that 
the  motives  of  all  the  conspirators  were  above  reproach.  He  is 
slowly  being  disillusioned,  and  with  the  disillusionment  comes 
something  of  bitterness: 

"for  mine  own  part, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  of  noble  men/^ 
The  quarrel  lasts  only  until  Brutus  gains  control  of  himself. 
The  excuse  for  his  show  of  temper  is  this  confession : 
"0  Cassius,  I  am  sick  of  many  griefs. 

Portia  is  dead.'^ 

The  death  of  Portia  is  only  the  one  grief  added  to  the  "many** 
which  makes  him  sink  for  a  moment  beneath  the  wei^t  But 
only  for  a  moment  His  philosophy  asserts  itself  and  when 
Cassius  would  lament  for  Portia  he  cuts  him  off,  "Speak  no  more 
of  her,"  and  again,  *^o  more,  I  pray  you."  It  is  a  task  to  control 
himself  but  Brutus  is  schooled  in  this  line  and  he  succeeds  to  the 
admiration  of  his  friend.    Cassius  says: 

"I  have  as  much  of  this  in  art  as  you, 
And  yet  my  nature  could  not  bear  it  so." 

Immediately  there  is  talk  of  the  morrow's  engagement.  Cas- 
sius would  remain  at  Sardis  and  let  the  enemy  seek  him  out. 
Brutus  would  march  to  Philippi.  Why  ?  Ostensibly  to  antici- 
pate the  augmentation  of  the  opposing  army  and  to  take  the  tide 
in  his  own  affairs  at  flood,  but  really  to  be  engaged,  to  decide 
the  issue  at  once  and  relieve  the  terrible  anxiety  of  his  souL  When 
^%e  deep  of  night  is  crept  upon  their  talk"  Brutus  calls  in  the 
guards  and  tells  them  to  sleep  in  his  tent — ^perhap&r  he  will  other- 
wise bethink  himself.  He  is  restive  and  uneasy.  Then  he  finds 
the  book  about  which  he  had  spoken  harshly  to  Lucius  and  shows 
his  troubled  mind  in  this  apology: 

"Bear  with  me  good  boy,  I  am  much  forgetful." 

But  he  cannot  read.  He  asks  for  music  and  the  lad  falls  asleep. 
And  always  Brutus  is  thinking — ^thinking  as  only  a  man  thinks 
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when  remorse  is  preying  upon  his  conscience  and  when  self- 
accusation  is  driving  him  to  despair.  The  strain  becomes  mi- 
bearable  and  as  he  feels  himself  giving  way  his  evil  spirit  take9 
shape  before  his  eyes  as  the  ghost  of  Caesar.  Only  for  a  moment 
is  Bmtns  disconcerted.  Here  is  occasion  for  self-exertion.  He 
gets  hold  of  himself  but  in  that  very  act  the  ^ost  vanishes.  Now 
action  is  more  necessary  than  evcir.  He  wakens  the  sleepers,  sends 
the  guards  to  Cassius,  and  busies  himself  in  preparation  for  the 
march — outwardly  the  same  Brutiis  as  before. 

Anticipating  the  outcome  of  the  battle  Brutus  says  his  philos- 
ophy teaches  him  to  endure  with  patience  whatever  may  come,  but 
when  Cassius  reminds  him  that,  if  defeated,  he  will  be  led  captive 
through  the  streets  of  Home,  he  cries  out, 

"No  Cassius,  nol 

But  this  same  day 

Must  end  that  work  the  ides  of  March  begun.'^ 

From  this  time  forth  his  conduct  and  words  afford  an  unbroken 
revelation  of  a  mind  harassed  by  the  spirit  set  in  niotion  by  that 
evil  deed  on  the  ides  of  March.  Cassius  dies  acknowledging  the 
power  of  Caesar,  and  as  Brutus  looks  upon  his  dead  friend  he 
gives  voice  to  the  one  thought  that  is  burned  into  his  brain: 

"O  Julius  Caesar,  thou  art  mighty  yet  1 
Thy  spirit  walks  abroad.'* 

Cassius  is  dead,  the  battle  is  lost,  and  Brutus  is  firmly  resolved 
on  his  end.  The  strong  nature  is  overwhelmed.  His  servants 
see  him  weep.  He  calls  one  of  them  to  him  and  unburdens  him- 
self: 

"The  ghost  of  Caesar  hath  appeared  to  me 
Two  several  times  by  night;  at  Sardis  once. 
And,  this  last  night,  here  in  Philippi  fields: 
I  know  my  hour  is  come." 

He  rans  upon  his  sword  and  his  dying  words  are  a  tribute  to  the 
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spirit  of  Caesar  and  at  the  same  time  an  acknowledgment  that 
this  spirit  has  driven  him  to  the  deed: 

"Caesar,  now  be  still: 
I  kiird  not  thee  with  half  so  gbod  a  will.^' 

If  the  foregoing  sketch  is  true- to  the  facts  we  may  oondude 
that  Brutus's  conscience  troubles  him  from  the  very  day  he  strikes 
Caesar  until  the  hour  when  he  falls  upon  that  same  sword  and 
dies  with  Caesar's  name  on  his  lips.  It  is  shown  in  his 
actions  as  he  flees  from  the  mob  and  as  he  rushes  feverishly  into 
the  war;  in  his  suspicious,  irritable  attitude  toward  Cassius  and 
the  servants ;  and  most  important  of  all,  in  his  own  words  as  he 
talks  to  the  ghost  in  the  solitude  of  night,  as  he  expresses  his 
fear  of  that  spirit  in  the  light  of  day,  and  as  he  confesses  t]|iat  his 
death  is  due  to  its  mighty  influence.  And  with  this  uneasiness 
of  conscience  there  comes  in  his  death  a  moral  catastrophe — not 
to  such  a  degree  as  in  Macbeth,  to  be  sure — ^but  a  moral  catas- 
trophe none  the  less.  When  he  came  to  think  on  his  deed  it  was 
the  moral  complexion  of  it  which  showed  itself  most  conspicu- 
ously, and  argue  with  himself  and  his  friends  as  much  as  he 
might,  he  could  not  drive  from  his  mind  the  fact  of  his  own 
guilt — ^that  he  was  a  murderer. 

All  of  which  points  to  the  fact  that  the  !N'emesis  which  pursued 
Brutus  was  not  merely  in  the  form  of  physical  disaster.  That 
is  most  prominent  at  first  glance,  but  there  is  a  retributive  justice 
above  and  beyond  it  which  in  contrast  we  may  call  spirituaL 
Brutus  the  philosopher,  Brutus  the  idealist,  Brutus  the  student 
and  man  of  books  struck  the  blow  which  made  him  a  criminal 
just  as  much  in  his  ideal  realm  as  in  the  practical  world,  and 
the  inevitable  retribution  was  the  recognition  of  this  fact  and, 
consequently,  the  destruction  of  his  ideal,  the  blasting  of  his  phil- 
osophical creed,  and  his  own  spiritual  as  well  as  physical  death* 
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Fannie  Wildee  Brown,  Boston,  Massaohusbtts. 

CCTIRACY  or  inaccuracy  in  one's  habits  of  spell- 
ing may  seem  to  be  quite  accidental,  or  to  depend 
upon  the  amount  of  education  one  has  had,  and 
whether  he  is  or  is  not  a  dose  observer,  a  ready 
reader  or  a  frequent  writer;  or  the  ability  to  spell 
may  seem  to  be  an  inherited  trait,  as  if  it  came, 
for  instance,  from  one's  maternal  grandmother 
with  the  curve  of  her  cheek-bone  or  the  color  of  her 
hair.  But  constant  practice  will  soon  show  that  whatever  one's 
habit  has  been,  correct  spelling  may  be  acquired  by  fixing  the 
attention  firmly  upon  the  right  form  and  holding  it  there  for  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  to  make  the  record  indelible.  How  long 
a  time  ^^a  sufficient  length"  is,  will  of  course  vary  according  to  the 
receptivity  of  the  student's  mind  and  the  strength  of  the  im- 
pression. 

For  example:  A  group  of  young  people  once  formed  a  little 
dub,  calling  themselves  ^^The  Inseparables."  One  of  the  girls 
who  painted  prettily  made  badges,  twelve  of  them,  of  blue  satin 
ribbon,  painting  the  name  on  each  one  in  white  letters.  She  fdt 
quite  proud  of  her  work  until  one  of  the  boys  in  the  dub  cau- 
tiously suggested  that  a  would  look  better  than  the  e  she  had 
painted  in  the  third  vowel's  place.  Althou^  she  had  worked 
over  those  badges  a  long,  long  time,  constantly  misspelling  ^^- 
separables",  she  never  again  forgot  how  it  should  have  been 
spelled. 

The  effectiveness  of  various  systems  of  memory-training  de- 
f  pends  upon  this  principle  of  fixbig  the  attention,  ooneoitrating 
it,  upon  point  after  point  of  what  is  to  be  learned ;  and  all  train- 
ing, if  not  too  artificial,  proves  valuable  not  only  for  the  par- 
ticular case  it  covers,  but  for  the  whole  faculty  as  welL  We  use 
one  form  of  memory-training  every  time  we  make  a  child  look 
up  a  spelling  or  a  meaning  for  himself,  instead  of  telling  him 
what  it  is.    "Tou  will  remember  it  better,"  we  say,  "if  you  look 
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it  up  for  yourself.'^  That  is,  the  effort  required  in  the  search 
stimulates  the  attention,  and  the  desire  to  avoid  the  same  effort 
again  concentrates  the  mind  upon  the  bit  of  information  required. 
"C-e-i-l-i-n-g,  ceiling''  (or  whatever  the  word  may  be),  the  child 
says :  "c-e-i-1-i-n-g.  I'll  never  forget  that  again.  C-e-i-1-i-n-g."  If 
the  concentration  is  sharp  enough,  or  is  continued  for  a  sufficient 
length  of  time,  a  permanent  record  of  the  information  is  made. 

In  the  days  of  "spelling  bees,"  the  incentive  rivalry  made 
spelling  an  art  The  art  was  mastered  by  learning  'T)y  heart" 
long  columns  of  words  given  in  spelling  books  of  those  days.  To 
hold  spelling  bees  is  an  excellent  way  to  teach  children  of  any 
age  and  any  generation  to  spell,  but  the  greater  part  of  their  drill 
should  be  given  upon  the  written  form  of  the  words. 

A  knowledge  of  "the  new  psychology,"  of  value  in  all  educa- 
tion, is*  a  great  help  in  this  particular  branch.  In  general,  we 
can  most  readily  learn  and  teach  by  calling  attention  to  like- 
nesses; in  particular,  by  linking  together  words  which  are  speUed 
similarly,  in  order  to  make  group-distinctions  definite  and  the 
relations  between  them  close;  Herbert  Spencer  says,  "Knowledge 
is  classification."  So  far  as  is  possible,  in  general  we  should 
avoid  directing  the  attention  of  the  child  to  that  which  we  wish 
him  to  forget;  specifically,  avoid  looking  at  misspelled  words. 
If  we  write  a  word  both  ways,  to  see  which  one  "looks  right," 
promptly  rub  out  the  one  which  is  wrong,  and  re-write  the  proper 
form  times  enou^  to  fix  it  permanently  in  the  memory. 

In  learning  to  spell  English  words,  one  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties is  to  learn  to  distinguish  between  ie  and  ei»  The  only 
rule  commonly  tau^t  is: 

"I  before  e. 

Except  after  e» 

Or  when  sounded  as  a. 

As  in  neighbor  and  weigh/* 

The  rule  as  it  stands  is  misleading,  since  besides  those  words 
having  c  before  ei,  and  those  having  ei  pronounced  as  long  a, 
more  than  half  as  many  words  are  found  in  et  as  in  {^.  The  rule 
does  hold,  however,  as  to  words  in  which  the  sound  of  long  a 
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is  represented  by  the  two  letters;  they  are  all  et.  Other  than 
ceil  and  ceiling,  the  c  words  taking  ei  are  those  formed  with  a 
prefix  to  the  root  from  the  Latin  capere,  to  seize  or  to  take ;  i.  e., 
words  which  take  eption  after  c:  deceit,  deceive,  deception;  con- 
ceit, conceive,  conception;  receipt,  receive,  reception.  We  have 
no  percdt,  but  we  do  have  perceive,  perception.  We  have  belief, 
believe;  relief,  relieve;  reprieve;  grief,  grieve;  but  we  do  not 
have  corresponding  forms  in  eption;  these  words  are  spelled  with 
ie*  In  cases  other  than  these  eption  words,  c  may  be  followed  by 
t^^  as  in  glacier  and  financier,  sufficient  and  deficient,  or  with  ei, 
as  in  ceil  and  ceiling. 

Since,  then,  we  can  formulate  no  rules  to  guide  us,  let  us  care- 
fully study  the  two  sets  of  words  separately.  Let  us  learn  one 
group  thoroughly,  establishing  as  many  relations  between  its 
members  as  possible,  and  concentrating  our  attention  upon  their 
characteristics  and  likenesses,  writing  them  frequently  and  getting 
their  mental  image  as  clear  as  is  possible,  without  meanwhile 
allowing  thought  to  dwell  at  all  upon  the  other  group.  If  the 
difference  in  their  spelling  was  dependent  upon  a  recognizable 
principle,  this  method  would  be  round-about  and.  unnecessary: 
but  one  searches  in  vain  to  discover  in  the  origin  of  the  words  in 
the  given  lists  any  such  principle.  The  difference  seems  to  be 
purely  arbitrary.  We  find  that  ie  is  the  simpler,  the  normal 
form,  but  most  of  the  words,  both  those  in  ei  and  those  in  ie, 
have  come  down  to  us  from  the  Middle  English,  and  both  ei 
and  ie  are  found  in  words  derived  from  or  closely  related  to 
Latin,  Greek,  French  and  German  words. 

These  lists  have  been  made  for  the  present  article ;  unusual  and 
foreign  words  are  not  included ;  probably  additions  may  be  found 
by  further  search. 

Let  us  consider  first  those  words  which  we  are, to  picture  in 
our  group  of  ie.  Ie  has  the  sound  of  long  e,  e  as  in  piece,  or 
the  same  slightly  slurred  when  followed  by  r,  as  in  tier;  or  ^*neu- 
tral"  when  followed  by  r,  e  as  in  soldier;  of  long  i,  i  as  in  pie; 
of  long  u  (before  w  or  u),  u  as  in  view;  of  short  e,  S  as  in  friend; 
and  of  short  i,  i  as  in  sieve. 
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long  e 

long  e  followed 

by  r 

long  i* 

piece 

tier 

die 

niece 

pier 

fie 

priest 

bier 

hie 

shriek 

fierce 

lie 

brief 

pierce 

pie 

chief 

tierce 

tie 

fief 

cashier 

vie 

Kef 

financier 

thief 

grenadier 

short  e 

thieve 

fusilier 

friend 

grief 

gondolier 

deficient 

grieve 

chandelier 

sufficient 

belief 

short  % 

believe 

long  u 

sieve 

relief 

view 

neutral  e  followed 

relieve 

review 

by  r 

reprieve 

interview 

courtier 

grievance 

lieu 

soldier 

grievous 

clothier 

mischief 

glazier 

mischievous 

brazier 

Biege 

• 

grazier 

besiege 

glacier 

liege 

wield 

£eld 

shield 

yield 

mien 

fiend 

irieze 

No  attention  need  be  given,  of  course,  to  words  in  which  ie  is 
split  by  the  syllabic  construction  of  the. word  (as  client,  quiet, 
science),  but  fiery  should  be  noticed  carefully,  as  it  does  not  fol- 
low naturally  from  fire. 

•Betldat  the  put  tense  of  tlie  reibt  in  thie  list,  note  that  U  words  aie  Obtained  by 
•olitnglng  the  tennlnal  y  of  present-tense  yerbs  to  i  and  adding  ed  or  er:  ory,  oried,  orler, 
•dry,  dried,  drier,  ete. 
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iN'onsense  sentences  may  be  made  to  link  these  words  into 
groups.    The  words  yield  themselves  readily  to  catchy  rhymes. 
In  view  across  the  pier, 

A  thievish  grenadier, 
With  mien  of  fiend  full  fierce, 
Raises  brief  siege  against  his  chief, 
But  yields  before  his  niece  in  grief. 
Merely  thinking  out  such  sentences  helps  to  associate  the  words, 
and  half  an  hour    so  used  will  prove  more  effective  than  a  mudi 
longer  time  spent  in  the  ordinary  methods  of  lea^ming  to  spelL 

Having  thoroughly  mastered  the  ie%  after  allowing  consider- 
able time,  at  least  a  week,  to  elap^,  let  us  in  a  second  lesson  take 
up  the  study  of  words  containing  ei,  Ei  has  the  sound  of  long 
o^  a  as  in  ei^t ;  of  long  e,  e  as  in  seize ;  of  long  i^  i  as  in  hei^t; 
of  a  as  in  care,  their  and  heir ;  and  of  short  i,  i  as  in  surfeit 

long  a 
eight 
weigh 
weight 
inveigh 
neigh 
neighbor 
sleigh 
freight 
rein 
reign 
vein 
feign 
feint 
deign 

seine  the  eption  words 

skein  conceit  receipt  or  reoeit 

veil  _         conceive  receive 

deceit  perceive 

deceive 

Their  is  easily  remembered  from  them,  the-m,  and  iheir  fixes 
the  spelling  of  the  heir — t-heir.  "But,'^  some  one  at  once  will 
say,  "it  is  easier  to  remember  the  spelling  than  to  remember 
what  you  remember  it  byl"  Granted.  That  is  true  of  all  sys- 
tems of  nmemonics.     The  association,  often  far-fetched,  merely 


long  e 

longi 

either 

height 

neither 

slei^t 

weir 

stein 

weird 

seismic,  etc 

ceil 

eider 

ceiling 

gneiss 

sheik 

eidolon 

seize 

kaleidoscope 

leisure 

short  % 

a  as  in  care 

surfeit 

their 

forfeit 

heir 

foreign 
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directs  the  attention.  If  the  attention  can  be  equally  well  fij^ed 
without  the  diverting  association,  the  effect  is  produced  directly, 
and  effort  is  saved. 

Here  are  some  kaleidoscopic  sentences  whose  very  absurdity 
makes  them  ding  to  the  memory  for  associative  use : 

Their  neighbor's  way  of  spelling  wei^  and  weight  is  in  the 
vein  of  neigh  and  frei^t 

The  reigning  sheik's  heir  received  a  surfeit  of  eider-down, 
heaped  to  the  ceiling. 

Their  slight  of  hand  is  a  wierd  feint,  a  very  eidolon;  either 
seize  the  weir  or  draw  the  seine  over  the  gneiss  like  a  veiL 

I  spin  a  skein ;  the  seine  I  deign  to  draw.  With  mein  Fraulein 
a  stein  of  wine  (it  should  be  beer)  is  fine.  We  hear  the  Meister- 
singers.  May  we  dimb  the  Eiffel  Tower.  Ach,  Hein  I  That  is 
not  gneiss! 

After  the  two  lessons  have  been  thoroughly  learned,  practice 
should  be  given  on  lists  of  ei  and  ie  words  mixed  indiscriminately. 
If  a  doubt  or  a  mistake  arises,  rivet  the  word  permanently,  by 
sufficient  concentration,  to  the  group  in  which  it  belongs. 


The  Folktong 

Ida  0.  East. 
From  the  German  of  Bodenstedt. 

To  the  wedding  feast  in  the  village, 

To  the  feast  so  joyous  and  glad, 
With  the  guests,  to  the  feasting  and  dancing. 

There  came  a  poor  singer  lad. 

Kieh  gifts  to  the  young  pair  the  guests  brought — 
How  the  sun  on  them  gleamed  and  shone ! — 

The  singer  brought  to  the  wedding 
A  little  song  alone. 

Bride  a,nd  groom  and  ^ests  long  since 

In  the  grave  have  withered  away; 
Worn  to  dust  are  all  the  gifts ; 

The  song — tiiat  lives  for  ayel 
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Maud  E.  Eikosley 

1.  To  what  class  of  poetry  does  Miles  Standish  belong?  What 
is  the  subject  of  the  poem?  What  episode  is  the  nucleus  of  tiie  poem? 
What  service  to  the  history  of  New  England  does  the  poem  render? 

2.  What  two  themes  of  universal  and  abiding  interest  are  de- 
Teloped  in  Miles  Standish?  Describe  the  metre  of  the  poem  and 
comment  on  its  fitness  for  the  purposes  of  the  narrative. 

3.  ^^Lines  and  passages  in  Miles  Standish  are  among  the  Eng- 
lish-speaking world's  most  familiar  possessions/'  Quote  five  of  these 
lines  or  passages  and  assign  each  to  its  place  in  the  story. 

4.  Describe  the  setting  of  the  poem.  Show  that  the  figures  and 
fusions  of  the  text  accord  with  the  setting  and  atmosphere  of  the 
«tory.  From  what  source  are  most  of  these  illustrations  drawn? 
Illustrate. 

5.  How  does  Longfellow  characterize  the  time  and  place  of  the 
action  of  his  story?  Tell  what  you  have  learned  in  your  history  of 
ihe  settlement  of  Plymouth.  How  many  of  these  facts  are  mentioned 
in  the  poem  ?  What  additional  facts  of  interest  regarding  the  settle- 
ment hiave  you  learned  from  reading  Miles  Standish  ? 

6.  By  what  two  names  are  these  colonists  called  in  the  poem? 
Distinguish  between  the  two  words.  How  many  of  those  who  came 
over  in  the  Mayfiower  are  mentioned  in  the  poem  by  name? 

7.  Give  the  location  of  Plymouth  and  describe,  from  the  text, 
its  situation  and  surroundings.  Whence  did  it  obtain  its  name? 
What  traces  of  the  "Old  Colony  Days*^  do  you  find  in  the  Plymouth 
•of  today?  How  does  the  ship  master  characterize  Plymouth  (Can- 
io  v.). 

8.  Relate  the  story  of  the  poem  in  full  but  in  the  fewest  possible 
words.  Name  the  scenes  and  episodes  which  interest  you  most.  Which 
is  the  most  dramatic  scene  of  the  poem  and  the  one  which  best  illus- 
trates the  character  of  the  Pilgrims?  Quote  the  lines  which  form 
the  climax  to  the  poet^s  description  of  this  scene. 

9.  Describe  the  appearance  of  John  Alden  and  Miles  Standish  in 
ihe  opening  scene  of  the  story.  What  does  this  scene  reveal  (1)  as  to 
the  diaracter  of  the  two  men.  (2)  as  to  the  history  of  the  colony 
•during  that  terrible  winter,  (3)  as  to  John  Alden^s  accomplishments 
And  position  in  Standish^s  home,  (4)  as  to  Alden^s  sentiments  towards 
Priscilla?  How  is  this  last  fact  expressed?  What  figures  of  speech 
make  this  portion  of  the  poem  so  effective? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Examination  Questions  589 

10.  Write  a  biography  of  Miles  Standish  from  material  furnished 
by  the  poem.    Collect  all  the  passages  describing  his  appearance  and 

disposition.     Give  suitable  subjects  for  twelve  illustrations  for  the 
text    Describe  in  detail  three  of  these. 

11.  Tell  the  stories  suggested  by  the  words: — Not  Angles  hut 
angels;  Children  lost  in  the  woods,  etc.;  Huge  as  Ooliath  of  Oath; 
the  beautiful  Bertha;  the  wedding  of  Ruth  and  Boaz. 

12.  Prom  material  furnished  by  the  text,  write  a  sketch  of  Pris- 
cilla.  Write  an  imaginative  sketch  of  her  life  before  she  came  to 
Plymouth.    What  was  Priscilla's  family-name? 

13.  Contrast  the  characters  of  Miles  Standish  and  John  Alden. 
What  feeling  have  you  towards  each  at  the  end  of  each  canto  ?  How 
does  Miles  Standish  characterize  himself?  How  does  Priscilla  char- 
acterize him? 

14.  Narrate,  in  your  own  words,  all  the  incidents  connected  with 
Alden^s  decision  to  stay  in  Plymouth.  Why  did  he  decide  to  stay? 
Eelate  all  the  incidents  connected  with  his  bethrothal  to  Priscilla. 

16.  Describe  in  full  the  closing  scene  of  the  poem.  Comment 
upon  its  beauty  and  impressiveness. 

16.  Relate  the  entire  scene  connected  in  your  mind  with  ^'Why 
don't  you  speak  for  yourself,  John  P'  Reproduce,  in  your  own  words, 
Priscilla's  justification  of  her  question. 

17.  Explain  Miles  Standish's  "joke'*  when  he  says,  "Like  Caesar, 
I  know  the  name  of  each  of  my  soldiers/*  Quote  Stwidish's  favorite 
adage  and  show  the  direful  consequences  resulting  from  disregarding 
its  teachings. 

18.  Identify  each  of  the  following  and  state  the  purpose  served 
by  the  introduction  of  each  name  into  the  poem: — Wat  Tyler,  Saint 
Gregory,  Julius  Caesar,  Ainsworth,  David,  Brutus,  river  Euphrates, 
Isaac, 

19.  Describe  the  picture  seen  by  Miles  Standish  as  he  looked 
from  the  window  of  hiis  house  (Canto  i.).  What  impression  does  the 
poet's  description  of  this  picture  produce  upon  you  Describe  the 
picture  which  might  be  called.  The  Mayflower  riding  at  Anchor. 

20.  Reproduce  in  full  the  Council  Scene.  In  this  connection  ex- 
plain, Ood  had  sifted  three  Jcingdoms  to  find  the  wheat  for  this 
planting.  To  whom  is  the  reference,  Only  one  of  them  old,  the  hill 
that  was  nearest  to  heaven? 

21.  Tell  all  you  know  of  Plymouth  Rock.  How  does  the  poet 
characterize  it?  Under  what  circumstances  is  it  mentioned  in  the 
poem? 

22.  Write  a  newspaper  report  of  the  wedding  of  Priscilla;  of  the 
Indian  fight  in  which  Wattawamat  was  slain;  of  the  sailing  of  the 
Mayflower. 
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23.  At  what  period  in  the  poet's  career  was  Miles  Stanixsh 
written?  What  personal  interest  had  Longfellow  in  the  Plymouth 
Colony?  What  place  has  this  poem  occupied  in  American  literature 
since  the  date  of  its  publication? 

24:.  Quote  some  of  the  literary  criticisms  of  Miles  Standish 
which  you  have  read*or  studied.  Illustrate  the  truth  of  these  by  cita- 
tions from  the  text.  What  is  the  most  conspicuous  feature  of  the 
diction  of  the  poem  ? 

25.  Longfellow  was  in  doubt  whether  to  call  his  poem  Miles 
Standish  or  Pbiscilla.  Give  reasons  for  thinking  that  he  chose 
wisely  or  the  reverse. 
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American  Notes — Editorial 

The  International  Sunday  School  Association  gathers  statistics  of 
the  Sunday  School  activities  of  the  world  once  in  three  years.  The 
last  report  was  upon  the  facts  gathered  in  the  year  1911.  The  new 
<!ensus  is  being  taken  now^  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  returns  will  be  in 
And  no  doubt  they  will  show  marked  progress  in  many  respects. 
The  period  of  the  past  three  years  has  been  one  of  increased  intelli- 
.gent  activity  on  the  part  of  the  leaders  in  the  effort  to  bring  the  or- 
.ganization  of  the  Sunday  Schools^  their  methods^  and  the  materials 
for  study  more  nearly  up  to  the  standards  Of  the  public  schools.  The 
subject  of  grading  the  Sunday  School  has  in  particular  received  wide 
discussion;  and  the  great  religious  publishing  houses,  individually 
or  in  combination,  have  provided  a  large  amount  of  valuable  lesson 
material  adapted  to  the  needs  of  a  fully  graded  Sunday  School.  Psy- 
'Chology  has  made  rapid  advancement  and  its  principles  are  se^i  to 
Apply  with  peculiar  definiteness  to  religious  instruction.  The  prob- 
lems belonging  to  a  given  age  are  seen  to  be  totally  different  from 
those  met  witi^  at  another  age,  and  so  each  class  is  arranged  with 
reference  to  the  need  and  capacity  of  the  boys  or  girls  constituting 
the  class,  and  definite  results  are  aimed  at  and  attained.  Teacher- 
training  classes  have  multiplied  rapidly  and  are  lifting  the  average 
of  teaching  efiBciency  far  above  what  it  has  been  in  the  past.  The 
1911  statistics  showed  20,889  Sunday  Schools,  out  of  a  total  of  160,000 
in  the  United  States,  to  be  using  graded  lessons  in  one  or  more  de- 
partments. At  that  time  only  a  year  and  a  half  had  elapsed  since 
the  first  appearance  of  the  International  graded  lessons.  From  ad- 
vance reports  of  the  present  canvass,  we  are  justified  in  forecasting 
iully  40,000  graded  Sunday  Schools  in  1914, — a  most  encouraging 
showing  when  we  consider  the  conservatism  and  other  adverse  influ- 
•ences  which  such  a  new  movement  is  always  certain  to  encounter. 
There  is  a  great  opportunity  for  consecrated  and  energetic  teachers, 
superintendents  and  other  public  school  experts  to  help  along  this 
splendid  cause  of  real,  modem  and  adequate  religious  education. 
Leaders  are  in  great  demand  to  organize,  supervise,  teach,  write,  and 
make  addresses  showing  how  the  now  well-established,  scientific  prin- 
ciples of  teaching  can  be  applied  in  the  Sunday  School  and  made  as 
effective  there  as  they  have  been  made  in  public  school  education. 


Some  idea  of  the  ^Tiousing''  conveniences  for  the  great  meeting  of 
ihe  National  Education  Association  in  St.  Paul  in  July  next  can  be 
formed  from  the  statements  made  about  the  impressive  '^Municipal 
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Auditorium^'  wHch  will  be  the  headquarters  of  the  convention.  It 
comfortably  seats  10,000  people.  When  the  Auditorium  was  formally 
opened  in  April,  1907,  2,000  couples  danced  on  the  stage  at  one  time, 
while  some  7,000  people  looked  on.  At  a  dinner  to  President  Taft 
2,000  persons  sat  at  tables  <m  the  stage  alone.  A  batallion  of  infantry 
can  maneuver  there  with  room  to  spare.  Two-ring  circuses,  with 
sawdust  rings,  performing  horses  and  dq>hant8  and  aerialists  swinging 
at  dizzy  heights,  have  been  held  rthere.  These  facts  indicate  how 
spacious  is  this  great  building  which  St.  Paul  and  its  citizens,  by  in- 
dividual  subscription  made  possible.  It  is  a  flexible  structure,  made 
so  by  methods  devised  there  and  patented.  Boxes  along  one-third  of 
the  side  walls  with  balcony  seats  above  them  are  on  steel  frames;  they 
swing  inward,  the  proscenium  arch  and  scenery  drop  from  conceal- 
ment in  the  ceiling  and  a  cozy  theatre  is  created.  The  acoustics  of 
the  building  are  wonderful  Grand  opera  singers  have  praised  them 
enthusiastically.  A  speaker's  ordinary  voice  can  be  heard  distinctly 
at  the  top  of  the  gallery  at  the  farthest  end  of  the  block-long  building. 
There  are  beautiful  promenades  and  lounging  rooms.  The  interior 
architecture  and  decorations  are  exceptionaUy  pleasing  in 
their  simple,  dignified  forms  and  colors.  The  siTucture  is  abso- 
lutely fire-proof;  there  is  nothing  in  it  that  will  bum  except  the  wood- 
work of  the  seats  and  the  scenery.  The  convenience  of  Si  Paul  as 
a  meeting  place  for  those  living  east  or  west  and  the  exceptionally 
attractive  program,  added  to  the  attractions  of  the  great  '*twin  cities'* 
entertaining  the  visitors,  bid  fair  to  make  the  attendance  phenomenal. 


The  following  utterances  on  the  *Tlayground"  question  are  right  to 
the  point  and  should  be  carefully  weighed  by  town  and  school  authori- 
ties who  have  established  or  who  are  contemplating  the  establishment 
of  playgrounds  for  the  school  children.  The  sentiments  expressed 
are  from  the  pen  of  a  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  contributor  to 
Education,  Dr.  Henry  S.  Curtis.  He  says:  '^The  playground  move- 
ment throughout  the  world  stands  for  organized  play.  People  usually 
think  at  first  that  children  do  not  care  for  this,  but  experience  every- 
where shows  that  they  do.  In  Washington  there  was  a  playground 
about  eighty  feet  square,  which  contained  about  fifty  dollars  worth 
of  apparatus.  We  used  to  open  this  at  the  beginning  of  the  season 
in  charge  of  a  very  capable  kindergartner.  She  had  a  daily  atten- 
dance of  400  children.  She  went  away  on  her  vacation  and  we  put  a 
substitute  in  her  place;  we  had  an  attendance  of  200  children.  When 
the  substitute  went  away,  we  kept  it  open  in  charge  of  the  janitor  for 
a  week  or  two,  and  we  had  an  attendance  of  15  to  25  children.  The 
difference  between  15  and  400  was  purely  a  difference  in  organiza- 
tion.   The  supervision  of  the  playgrounds  is  essential  to  securing 
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the  attendance  of  the  children,  as,  without  this  sttpervision,  the 
younger  children  never  have  a  chance  at  the  equipment;  and  parents, 
suspicious  of  the  influences  of  such  a  place,  are  apt  not  to  allow  their 
children  to  attend,  and  there  is  nothing  going  on  that  makes  atten- 
dance worth  while.  But  the  main  question  in  regard  to  the  play- 
ground is  not  that  the  children  should  come,  but  that  they  should  get 
something  worth  while  when  they  do  come,  and  for  this,  supervision 
is  absolutely  necessary. 

The  first  thought  of  the  playgroimd  promoters  was  that^^e  pur- 
pose of  the  grounds  was  to  keep  the  children  off  the  streets ;  but  they 
might  quite  as  well  have  said  that  the  purpose  of  the  public  school 
was  to  keep  the  children  off  the  streets.  Both  the  playgrounds  and 
the  schools  serve  this  purpose,  but  we  could  hardly  say  that  this  is 
the  object  of  either  of  them.  The  ideals  of  the  playgrounds  have 
become  nearly  as  definite  today  as  the  ideals  of  the  school,  and  the 
playground  specialists  believe  that  the  objects  which  can  be  achieved 
through  organized  play  are  no  less  important  than  the  objects  attained 
through  the  school  itself.'' 


We  are  glad  to  note,  clip,  and  pass  along  with  our  hearty  aj^roval, 
the  following,  from  an  exchange  paper,  in  regard  to  the  Bible  in  the 
Public  Schools : — 'Indiana  has  decided  to  -follow  the  example  set  by 
Korth  Dakota  and  provide  instruction  in  the  literature  of  the  Bible 
for  the  children  in  the  public  schools  of  the  state.  The  syllabus 
is  prepared  by  the  state  board  of  educati(m;  the  students  pursue  their 
^  studies  at  home  under  the  guidance  of  their  parents  or  Sunday  School 
teachers;  they  are  examined  at  stated  intervals  and  credit  is  given 
if  the  work  is  satisfactory.  The  literary  and  not  the  theological 
aspects  of  the  Bible  are  studied,  and  the  work  is  voluntary.  This 
method  of  teaching  is  designed  to  satisfy  the  fears  of  persons  who 
incline  to  the  belief  that  Bible  teaching  in  the  schools  means  sectarian 
partiality.  It  would  seem  that  the  most  consistent  opponent  of  sec- 
tarianism in  the  public  schools  would  find  it  difficult  to  object  to  the 
proposed  plan.  It  is  certainly  time  that  the  youth  of  our  land  began 
tiie  impartial  study  of  this  literary  masterpiece  of  the  ages  and  be- 
come as  conversant  with  its  g^ns  in  lyric  prose,  its  proveros,  prophe- 
cies and  its  value  from  a  historical  standpoint  as  they  are  with  the  odes 
of  Homer,  the  lett^  of  Cicero  or  the  literary  masterpieces  of  the  Eliza- 
bethan period  and  that  of  more  modem  times.  The  more  speedily  the 
work  spreads  to  other  states  the  better.'* 


President  Emeritus  Charles  W.  Eliot,  has  written  to  Mr.  Arthur 
H.  Chamberlain,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Chamberlain's  request  for  a  brief 
statement  upon  one  or  more  of  the  great  educational  movements  of 
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the  day,  as  follows : — ^Tor  me  the  most  interesting  educational  topic  of 
the  present  time  is  how  to  get  an  education  of  high  cultural  yalue 
out  of  the  teaching  of  exact  science  and  the  inductive  method,  and 
the  imperatively  needed  training  to  skill  of  all  sorts, — eye,  hand, 
ear,  and  nervous  system  generally.  In  your  place  I  should  try  to  get 
this  problem  dealt  with  by  several  persons  who  approach  it  from  dif- 
ferent directions.  It  is  dear  that  what  is  called  concrete  imd  prac- 
tical training  is  capable  of  imparting  a  high  d^n^ee  of  culture,  a 
strong  power  of  application  and  a  disciplined  memory;  but  our  school 
systems  have  not  yet  learnt  to  do  it'*- 

In  sending  us  this  interesting  statement,  Mr.  Chamberlain  writas 
us  that  he  did  not  include  this  question  in  tlie  general  program  of  the 
N.  £.  A.  as  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  should  be  discussed  by  very 
many  people  informally  throu^out  the  country,  and  especially  in 
educational  meetings  where  there  could  be  short  contributions  from 
a  large  number.  Perhaps  after  a  few  years  of  such  discussion  it  could 
be  profitably  made  a  topic  for  \he  general  session  of  the  N.  E.  A. 
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Household  Arts  in  Great  Britain.  Practical  training  in  house- 
hold arts  has  long  been  included  in  the  program  of  elementary  schools 
for  girls  in  England  and  Scotland^  but  the  secondary  schools  have 
been  slow  to  follow  this  example.  The  Cheltenholm  College  for 
women  was  one  of  the  first  to  announce  courses  of  instruction  in  do- 
mestic arts  and  at  this  time  all  the  best  secondary  schools  for  girls 
have  provided  for  the  subject.  The  Clapham  High  School,  London, 
maintains  an  elaborate  course  leading  to  the  diploma  offered  by  the  N^a- 
tional  Union  for  the  technical  education  of  women.  The  teachers  of 
this  branch  are  trained  in  special  normal  schools  or  departments 
which  are  now  foun^  in  all  the  chief  cities.  Several  of  these  schools 
have  very  ample  equipment  for  the  practical  training  which  indudeii 
cooking,  laundry  work,  cutting  and  making  garments,  care  of  infants, 
bookkeeping,  home  sanitation.  These  arts  are  supplemented  by  the 
related  sciences,  biology,  chemistry  and  physics. 

King's  College,  London,  has  developed  a  model  course  covering 
three  years  and  leading  to  the  diploma  of  domestic  science  instituted  b^ 
the  University  of  London. 


Bblqium.  The  school  law  which  has  been  pending  in  the  Bdgiam 
legislature  for  two  years  was  passed  in  the  lower  House,  February 
18th,  of  the  current  year.  It  must  pass  the.  Senate  also,  but  its  sue- 
cess  there  seems  to  be  assured.  By  this  measure  education  is  made 
compulsory  up  to  the  14th  year  of  age,  and  the  financial  condition 
of  teachers  is  improved  somewhat.  On  the  whole  the  law  is  veory 
favorable  to  parochial  schools. 


Bblqiak  Tbachbbs  vs.  The  Einbeboarten.  One  result  of  the 
work  of  Montessori  has  been  a  general  awakening  of  interest  in  the 
training  of  young  children  and  especially  in  the  principles  undei^ 
lying  tiie  Froebc^Uan  system.  It  is  generally  recognized  that  the 
latter  has  broader  and  deeper  conception  of  the  child  nature  than  the 
Montessori  system,  and  that  the  principles  are  not  wholly  dependent 
upon  strict  uniformity  in  the  use  of  material  and  sequence  of  exer- 
cises. The  Belgian  Federation  of  Teachers  in  its  last  annual  meeting 
entered  a  protest  against  the  indifference  to  this  subject,  on  the  part 
of  the  government,  and  adopted  resolutions  calling  for  the  establish- 
ment of  kindergarten  or  Froebel  schools  in  every  commune  with  care- 
ful regard  to  hygienic  and  sanitary  conditions,  with  garden  and  play 
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grounds  attached,  and  provided  with  teachers  in  full  sympathy  with 
the  system. 

Attention  was  called  during  the  discussion  to  the  example  of  France 
where  the  Froebelian  system  has  commanded  the  support  of  a  notable 
company  of  oflScials  and  authors.  Among  these  are  Madame  Girard, 
inspectress  of  infant  schools  at  Paris;  Madame  de  Kergomar,  gen- 
eral inspectress  of  infant  schools,  and  the  abbi  Klein.  The  last  named 
has  conducted  a  veritable  campaign  in  behalf  of  the  cause  in  cities  of 
France  and  Belgium. 


Continuation  Schools  in  France.  France,  which  has  long  been 
noted  for  the  variety  and  importance  of  its  evening  dasses  and 
courses  of  popular  lectures  for  youths  and  adult»  has  only  just 
awakened  to  the  need  of  an  organized  system  of  continuation  schools 
or  classes.  Bills  are  pending  before  the  legislature  for  prolonging 
ihe  period  of  obligatory  school  attendance  by  at  least  three  years  or 
from  13  to  16  years  of  age.  Such  action  is  preliminary  to  demand 
for  public  provision  for  continuation  schools.  Meanwhile  munici- 
palities and  private  persons  are  establishing  schools  of  this  order  in 
many  centers.  An  example  is  afforded  by  an  experiment  in  the  city 
of  Nancy.  Through  the  combined  efforts  of  the  city  authorities,  and 
various  societies,  among  them  the  association  of  former  pupils,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Trade  and  Industrial  Unions,  there  has  been 
organized  in  the  higher  primary  school  of  Nancy,  a  continuation 
course  which  in  a  period  of  three  years  has  given  systematic  instiuc- 
tion  to  about  500  apprentices.  The  classes  are  held  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, from  half  past  six  to  quarter  of  eight.  Candidates  for  admission 
must  be  not  less  than  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  must  attend  with  the 
sanction  and  the  assistance  of  their  employers.  The  state  grants  a 
subsidy  to  this  work. 


Tribute  to  the  Danes  by  the  Canadian  Commission: — ^The 
Danes  excel  in  having  levelled  up  in  general;  we  in  Canada  excel  in 
the  exceptions.  Take  one  illustration.  They  send  large  quantities  of 
butter,  bacon  and  eggs  to  the  United  Kingdom.  They  get  high  prices 
because  of  the  superiority  of  the  quality  resulting  from  their  methods 
of  managing.  They  take  out  of  the  United  Kingdom  annually  over 
eight  millions  of  dollars  more  than  other  nations  obtain  for  an  equal 
quantity  of  the  same  products.  They  get  more,  as  a  premium  on  the 
quality  of  their  butter,  bacon,  and  eggs,  than  is  spent  on  our  whole 
system  of  rural  education  in  Canada.  That  is  a  large  tribute  collected 
from  a  foreign  nation  by  the  ability  of  these  people.  They  are 
using  it  for  ^rther  training  and  further  enlightenment  and  further 
development. 
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Religious  Instruction  in  Australasia.  The  universal  interest 
manifested  at  the  present  time  in  the  subject  of  religious  instruction  in 
public  schools  gives  importance  to  what  has  come  to  be  known  as  the 
system  of  New  South  Wales.  The  principal  features  of  this  system  are 
as  follows : —  The  school  teacher  in  school  hours  gives  selected  lessons 
from  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose,  but  is  not  allowed  to  give  sec- 
tarian teaching.  Any  minister  of  religion  is  entitled  in  school  hours, 
on  days  to  be  arranged  with  the  school  committee  to  give  children  of 
•his  own  denomination,  separated  from  others,  an  hour's  religious  in- 
struction. Any  parent  may  withdraw  his  child  from  all  religious 
teaching  if  he  objects  to  such  religious  instruction  being  given.  The 
system  which  originated  in  South  Wales  has  been  adopted  by  Tas- 
mania, and  Western  Australia.  Queensland  requires  religious  in- 
struction in  all  the  stete  schools  since  1910.  Victoria,  South  Aus- 
tralia, and  New  Zealand  will  probably  follow  these  examples. 


MisoBLLANEOUS.  The  international  institute  of  pedagogy  at  Brus- 
sels opened  its  second  semester  March  first  of  the  current  year.  Among 
the  courses  announced  one  of  the  most  complete  is  that  in  the  '^psy- 
chology and  pedagogy  of  abnormal  children  or  those  of  arrested  de- 
velopment.'* The  course  will  be  given  by  well-known  experte,  among 
them.  Dr.  Boulenger  of  the  special  school  at  Brabant^  Dr.  Dupureux 
physician  in  the  special  school  at  Ghent,  and  the  directress  of  this 
school,  Mme.  de  Rudder-Lavraese.  The  attendante  upon  this  course,  if 
they  desire,  can  pass  an  examination  for  a  diploma. 

The  Tenth  International  Congress  on  commercial  education  held 
at  Budapest  August  31  to  September  5  brought  together  representa- 
tives of  twenty  nations  and  the  reports  presented  showed  marked 
progress  in  the  provision  for  commercial  education  throughout  cen- 
tral and  northern  Europe;  Belgium  and  Holland  are  specially  noted 
in  this  respect. 

The  course  of  lectures  on  commercial  expansion  maintained  an- 
nually by  the  Society  which  organized  the  Congress  will  be  held 
the  coming  summer  at  Barcelona,  Spain.  The  course  will  include 
a  series  of  lectures  on  the  literature  and  art  of  Spain. 

A.  T.  S. 
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THE  IDEAL  SOUND  EXEMPUFIEB.  An  aid  to  the  primary 
teachers  in  imparting-  accurate  pronunciation  and  in  secnring'  rapid 
progress  in  reading.  By  a  Sister  of  Saint  Joseph  Archdiocese  of  Boston, 
Mass.    Edward  E.  Babb  A  Co.    Price  15c. 

This  little  book  is  so  important  and  valuable  that  we  are  glad 
to  give  it  the  first  place  in  our  book  review  deparlanent  in  this  number  of 
Education  which  devotes  several  pciges  to  the  subject  of  Beading  in  the 
public  schools.  Whatever  reading  method  is  ad<q^ted,  the  child  must 
be  taught  Phonics  if  he  is  to  make  satisfactory  progress  in  readiog 
and  spelling.  This  little  book  makes  a  Uiorough  study  of  the  elemental 
sounds  of  the  English  lang^uage.  First  we  have  the  short  vowds  fol- 
lowed by  one  consonant;  then  by  more  than  one.  Next  the  long  sound 
of  the  vowels  and  their  equivalents  are  given.  Then  in  succession  we 
find  ItalDan  A  long  and  short;  broad  A;  the  diphthongs  oi,  ou,  ow,  oy; 
circumflex  A,  E,  O ;  00  short  and  l<Hig ;  and  the  wave  sound  of  B  and  I. 
Besides  the  397  different  Families  which  include  more  than  Uiree  tibou- 
sand  words,  a  comprehensive  Eiey  to  the  Sounds,  ten  useful  Exercises, 
and  a  cmnplete  and  well-arranged  Family  Index  are  found  in  The  Ideal 
Sound  Exemplifier."  The  manual  is  adapted  for  vme  with  any  text  book 
and  will  enable  teachers  to  give  the  children  a  complete  and  thorough 
drill  on  the  elemental  sounds  of  English,  after  which  both  reading  and 
spelling  will  be  easy  and  natural.  We  heartily  recommend  the  work  of 
the  author  to  teachers  of  beginning  reading. 

CITY  SCHOOL  SUPEEVISION.  A  constructive  study  applied  to  New 
York  City.  By  Edward  C.  Elliott,  Professor  of  Education  and  Direeter 
<>f  the  course  for  the  Training  of  Teachers  in  the  University  of  Wisom- 
sin,  School  Efficiency  Series.  Edited  by  Paul  H.  Hanus.  World  Book 
Company.    Price  $1.50  postpaid. 

This  book  deals  with  one  of  the  larger  aspects  of  pubUe  education. 
It  is  perhaps  the  most  important  of  the  ten  or  more  volumes  in  Ibe 
"School  Efficiency  Series^  growing  out  of  the  work  of  Professor  Hanus 
and  his  associates  on  tiie  schools  of  New  York  City.  The  princ^lea  un- 
derlying the  series  are  of  universal  application.  The  present  volume 
treats  of  school  supervision  as  a  complex  and  difficult  problem  and  states 
that  while  it  is  firmly  and  vndely  established  in  the  schools  of  this 
country  it  is  far  from  being  as  effective  as  it  should  be.  Two  important 
constructive  suggestions  are  especially  emphasized:  first,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Department  of  Investigation  and  Appraisal  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  school  system;  and  second,  a  Supervisory  Council  made  up 
of  existing  supervisory  officers  and  members  of  the  teaching  stafC  The 
latter  suggestion,  if  carried  out,  would  substitute  co-operation  under 
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leadership,  for  a  sometimes  dangerous  centralization  of  authority  in  ad- 
ministering school  affairs.  Superintendents  and  members  of  School 
Boards,  will  find  this  book  especially  suggestive  and  helpful. 

FIVE  MESSAGES  TO  TEACHEBS  OF  PRIMABY  BEADINQ^  Qy 
Nettie  Alice  Sawyer,  formerly  Superintendent  of  Primary  Education^ 
Seattle,  Wash.    Band,  McNally  A  Cknnpany.    Price  $1.00. 

A  helpful  manual  full  of  practical  suggestions  to  teachers  of  begin- 
ning reading.  The  'Messages"  concern  blackboard  work,  the  primer* 
word  study,  seat  work,  and  supplementary  work. 

TBAIN^G  THE  6IBL.  By  William  A.  McEeever.  The  Macmillan 
Company.    Price,  $1.50. 

Professor  McEeever  is  well  known  to  the  readers  of  Eouoation.  He 
is  a  keen  observer  and  facile  in  the  expression  of  wholesome  truths  and 
practical  measures  relating  to  the  upbringing  of  young  citizens  of  both 
sexes.  This  book  is  ''affectionately  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the 
millions  of  growing  girls  in  the  United  State  of  America."  We  foresee 
that  its  influence  will  not  be  limited  by  the  boundaries  <^  any  single 
country.  Part  one  considers  industrial  training;  part  two  Social  train- 
ing; part  three  vocational  training;  part  four  service  training.  There 
are  numerous  full  page  illustrations. 

BACKWARD  AND  FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDBEN.  By  Edmund  B. 
Huey.  Warwick  k  York,  Inc.,  Baltimore,  Md.  12  mo.,  cloth,  221^page8» 
illustrated,  $1.40. 

Each  of  the  more  populous  states  has  several  thousand  mental  def  eo* 
tives,  large  numbers  of  whom  are  attending  the  public  schools.  They  tisu- 
aUy  make  little  progress  and  are  distressingly  disturbing  factors  in  the 
regular  classes.  In  Germany,  and  recently  in  France,  and  in  some  of 
our  large  cities,  these  children  are  being  placed  in  special  classes  or  in 
special  schools,  according  to  the  'degr^ee  of  defect.  Teachers  and  school 
experience  immediate  relief,  and  the  children  themselves  are  the  great- 
est beneficiaries.  All  the  schools  have  these  defectives,  and  the  problem 
of  recognizing  and  caring  for  them  is  an  immediately  pressing  one  in  all 
our  cities,  towns  and  rural  districts. 

Following  a  year  in  the  clinics  of  Paris,  Dr.  Huey's  position  in  the 
Lincoln  State  School  and  Colony  for  nearly  a  year  and  a  half  involved 
making  a  mental  examination  of  each  new  admission  to  this,  one  of  the 
largest  state  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded.  As  research  psychologist 
to  the  institution  Dr.  Huey  made  careful  psychological  study  of  35  selected 
cases  which  represent  the  transition  zone  between  f eeble-mindedness  and 
non-feeble-mindedness.  These  are  just  the  border  cases  that  puzzle  the 
school  principal  or  the  clinician.  In  this  volume  he  presents  case  after  case 
representing  various  types  and  groups  of  backward  and  feeble-minded 
children.    The  mental  and  physical  characteristics  of  each  child  and  the 
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salient  features  of  different  groups  are  clearly  stated,  with  charts  which 
graphically  present  the  results  of  various  measurements  and  tests, 

ENGLISH  FOR  THE  NON-ENGLISH.  By  Norman  Fergus  Black,  M. 
A.,  D.  Paed.,  author  of  "A  History  of  Saskatchewan  and  the  Old  North- 
west,** etc.  Begina  Book  Shop,  Ltd.,  Publishing  Dept.,  Begina,  Sash. 
Cloth,  price  $1.00  net.  211  pages. 

Dr.  Black's  volume  is  based  upon  reports  of  the  experiences  of 
hundreds  of  experts  in  every  part  of  the  world  where  it  is  necessary 
to  teach  our  National  tongue  to  children  of  non-English-speaking  paren* 
tage.  The  book  is  a  serious  attempt  to  bring  sober  experience  to  bear 
upon  this  burning  educational  question. 

JATAKA  TALES.  Betold  by  Ellen  C.  Babbitt,  106  pages,  42  illustra- 
tions.   The  Century  Company.,    40  cents  net. 

The  Jataka  Tales  form  one  of  the  sacred  books  of  the  Buddhists. 
Miss  Babbitt  has  selected  some  of  the  most  entertaining,  and  adiqited 
them  to  the  child's  vocabulary.  Quaint  humor  and  gentle  earnestness 
distinguish  these  legends.  They  teach  many  wholesome  lessons,  among 
them  the  duty  of  kindness  to  animals. 

HANDBOOK  OF  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  VOCATIONAL  TRAINING  IN 
BOSTON.  Foreword  by  David  Snedden,  Ph.  D.,  Commissioner  of  Educa- 
tion for  Massachusetts.  Compiled  by  the  Committee  on  Opportunities 
for  Vocational  Training, — of  the  Women's  Municipal  League  of  Boston, 
Educational  Department;  and  edited  by  Thomas  C.  McCracken,  A.  M. 
Cloth,  301  pages.    Price  $1.25  net,  postpaid. 

This  volume  deserves  a  very  wide  circulation  and  is  getting  it.  It 
directs  the  inquirer  to  the  proper  place  to  secure  training  for  the  pro- 
fessions, for  business,  for  the  household  arts,  for  social  settlement  work, 
for  work  for  the  blind,  deaf  and  crippled,  etc.  It  will  be  exceedingly 
helpful  to  teachers,  parents,  pastors  and  all  who  are  called  upon  to  ad- 
vise and  direct  young  people  in  the  choice  of  an  occupation.  It  will  fill 
a  felt  want  for  a  source  of  information  about  specific,  actual,  'Agoing'* 
schools  and  courses  where  the  best  training  can  be  found  under  compe- 
tent instructors.  The  Women's  League  has  done  a  real  service  to  humani- 
ty in  preparing  the  volume,  which  has  a  more  than  local  significance, 
since  it  will  prove  suggestive  to  multitudes  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. We  understand  that  it  has  been  placed  in  the  Boston  Public  Library 
and  in  each  of  its  twelve  branches,  that  eighty-three  copies  have  been 
taken  by  the  Boston  public  schools  and  that  it  has  been  bought  by  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  Universities,  Libraries,  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations, Settlements,  Homes  for  Children,  Superintendents  of  Schools, 
School  Principals,  Employers  and  Manufacturers  all  over  the  United 
States. 
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CONTEMPORABY  AMERICAN  HISTORY,  1877-1913,  By  Charles  A, 
Beard,  Associate  Professor  of  Politics  in  Columbia  Uniyersity.  The  Mao- 
millan  Company.    Price  $1.50, 

There  was  a  real  need  for  this  volume  and  it  meets  that  need  welL 
Such  subjects  as  "The  Bestoration  of  White  Dominion  in  the  South,** 
"The  Campaign  of  1896,**  "Imperialism,**  **Mr.  Taft  and  Bepublican  Disin- 
tegration,** are  handled  in  an  impartial  way  that,  commands  respect  and 
admiration  for  the  author's  powers  of  observation  and  seliC-eflace- 
ment. 

THE  TEACHERS*  STORY-TELLER'S  BOOK  By  Alice  COrady,  of 
the  Kindergarten  Department,  Teachers  College,  and  Frances  Throop,  of 
the  Pickard  School,  Chicago,  Illinois.  Band,  McNally  A  Company.  Price 
$1.00 

There  is  always  room  for  one  more  book  of  this  kind.  These  stories 
are  for  children  from  four  to  eight  years  of  age.  A  few  of  them  are  in 
verse,  the  first  ones  are  short  and  they  grow  gradually  longer  as  the 
pag^s  are  turned.  The  collection  includes  some  of  the  old  favorites  like 
*The  Little  Red  Hen,"  "Golden  Hair  and  the  Three  Bears,"  "Chicken 
Little,"  etc.  and  some  good  ones  that  are  less  familiar. 

The  Continents  and  their  People.  SOUTH  AMERICA.  A  supplemen- 
tary (Geography.  By  James  Franklin  Chamberlain,  E.  D.  B.  S.  B.  De- 
partment of  Geography,  State  Normal  School,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and 
Arthur  Henry  Chamberlain,  B.  S.,  A.  M.,  formerly  Professor  of  Education, 
Throop  Polytechnic  Institute,  Pasadena,  CaL  The  Macmillan  Co.  Price* 
$.55. 

This  is  an  admirable  supplementary  reader  giving  a  large  number 
of  interesting  facts  and  a  vivid  impression  of  life  in  the  great  southern 
half  of  the  western  hemisphere. 

SELECTED  READINGS  IN  ENGLISH  HISTORY.  By  Harriet  E. 
Tuell  and  Roy  W.  Hatch,  Teachers  of  History  in  the  High  School, 
SomerviUe,  Mass.    Price,  $1.40.    Ginn  &  Company. 

This  book   includes   within  the   compass   of   one   volume  of  about 
five  hundred  pages  the  maximum  amount  of  outside  reading  required^ 
for  admission  to  college.    It  offers  to  the  school  vdth  a  small  library 
a  variety   of   collateral   reading   hitherto   possible    only   to  the   school 
with  most  abundant  library  facilities. 

The  readings  are  chosen  from  a  wide  range  of  material.  The 
bulk  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  such  extracts  from  secondary  authori- 
ties as  experience  has  shown  to  be  best  adapted  to  the  purpose,  but 
with  these  are  many  vivid  side  lights  from  the  sources  and  an  oc- 
casional bit  of  spirited  verse. 

While,  biography  is  used  to  a  great  extent  in  order  to  make  Eng- 
land's heroic  figures  live  again,  emphasis  is  laid  also  upon  social  and 
industrial  conditions.    The  selections  have  been  chosen  with  two  ideas 
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in  mind;  historical  accuracy  and  attractiveness.  They  are  ar- 
ranged chronolo^cally,  so  that  each  period  receives  its  proportionate 
share  of  illustration. 

THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OP  GIBLS  IN  SECONBABY  8CH00LB. 
By  Catherine  Chisholm,  B.  A.,  M.  D.,  Medical  Inspector  to  the  Manchester 
High  School  for  Girls.  With  diagrams.  Longmans,  Green  and  Company. 
Price  $1.10  net. 

The  standards  of  today  in  reference  to  safe-guarding  the  health  of 
our  school  children  are  far  in  advance  of  those  of  the  past.  Some  of  the 
modem  methods  of  medical  inspection  used  by  an  able  woman  doctor  in 
England  are  here  presented.  They  will  prove  suggestive  and  helpful  to 
X)arent8,  teachers,  heads  of  girls'  schools  and  colleges  and  to  the  more 
mature  and  thoughtful  of  the  girls  themselves.  The  relations  of  health 
to  scholarship  are  brought  out. 

THE  BOOK  OP  THE  EPIC.  THE  WOBLD'S  GBEAT  EPICS  TOLD 
IN  STOBY.  By  H.  A.  Guerber,  with  an  introduction  by  J.  Berg  Esenwein, 
Litt.  D.    J.  B.  Lippincott  Company.    Price,  $2.00  net. 

This  sumptuous  volume  of  nearly  five  hundred  pages  puts  the 
treasures  of  ages  within  reach  of  the  modem  reader.  No  education  U 
complete  without  a  knowledge  of  the  Iliad,  the  Odyssey,  the  Aeneid,  the 
Cid,  the  Luciad,  the  Divine  Comedy,  The  Arthurian  Cycle,  Bobin  Hood, 
The  Faerie  Queene,  the  Nibelungenlied,  the  Mahabharata,  Hiawatha  and 
the  others,  given  with  reasonable  fulness  in  this  handsomely  illus- 
trated book.  It  is  an  excellent  idea  to  gather  them  all  into  one  volume 
and  the  book  should  find  a  wide  usefulness  in  schools  and  colleges,  public 
libraries  and  the  home.  It  is  an  age  of  story  telling  and  here  are  the 
world's  great  stories  worthily  retold. 

A  FIRST  BOOK  OF  COMPOSITION  FOR  HIGH  SCHOOLS.  By 
Thomas  H.  Briggs,  Instructor  in  English  in  Teachers  College,  Columbia 
University,  and  Isabel  McKinney,  Teacher  of  English  in  the  Eastern 
Illinois  State  Normal  School.  Ginn  and  Company.  12  mo.  cloth,  300 
pages.     Price  90  cents. 

Contains  material  for  a  two-year  course  —  in  the  embodiment  of  a 
new  idea.  From  the  first  page  to  the  last  it  places  the  emphasis  on  the 
qualities  of  good  writing  rather  than  on  forms  and  formal  rules. 

THE  GOLDEN  PATH  BOOK.  A  School  Reader.  By  E.  Hershey 
Sneath,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D.,  George  Hodges,  D.  D.,  D.  C.  L.,  and  Edward  Law- 
rence Stevens,  Ph.  D.,-L.  H.  D.  New  York.  The  Macmillan  Company, 
Price,  45  cents  net. 

The  Golden  Rule  Series  is  compiled  in  response  to  a  general  demand 
for  systematic  grraded  instruction  in  morals  in  the  schools.  In  this  aeries 
morals  are  taught  indirectly,  by  the  use  of  fairy  tale,  myth,  allegory, 
parable,  etc.,  the  pupil  being  allowed  to  do  his  own  moralizlDg.    l%a 
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present  Yolume  is  adapted  to  pupils  in  the  fourth  grade  and  contains 
selections  of  great  variety,  ranging  from  Hindu  fables  to  poems  of  Long- 
fellow. The  book  is  admirable  in  every  respect  and  should  find  a  wide 
field  of  usefulness. 

STUDIES  IN  LITERATURE.  By  Frederick  M.  Tisdel,  Ph.  D.,  Associate 
Professor  of  English  in  the  University  of  Missouri.  New  York.  The  Mac- 
millan  Company.    Price  90  cents,  net. 

Part  I  of  this  book  contains  chapters  on  the  Epic,  the  Romance  and 
Novel,  the  Drama,  the  Essay,  the  Public  Address,  Narrative  and  Lyric 
Poetry,  as  literary  types.  Part  two  takes  up  a  brief  survey  of  the  de- 
velopment of  English  literature  according  to  its  chronolog^ical  divisions 
— the  Old  English  Period,  the  Middle  English  Period,  the  Renaissance,  the 
Puritan  Age,  Classicism,  Romanticism,  and  the  Victorian  Era.  The  book 
is  intended  as  a  supplement  to  the  introductions  and  notes  of  the  anno- 
tated editions  of  literary  masterpieces  commonly  used  in  secondary 
schools. 

VOCATIONS  FOR  GIRLS.    A  S.  Barnes  Company. 

The  author,  Mr.  E.  W.  Weaver  has  done  notable  work  in  vocational 
guidance  as  chairman  of  the  Students'  Aid  Committee  of  the  New  York 
City  High  School  Teachers'  Association  and  recently  as  Director  of  the 
Vocational  Guidance  Bureau  of  the  Bufilalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His 
book  will  help  to  direct  the  right  girl  to  the  right  place. 

GRIMM.  DIE  SLEBEN  REISEN  SINBADS  DES  SEEMANNES. 
Edited  with  notes,  exercises,  and  vocabulary  by  K.  C.  H.  Drechsel,  A.  M. ; 
Master  of  German,  Episcopal  Academy,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Cloth,  16  mo. 
180  pages,  illustrated.    Price,  40  cents.    American  Book  Company.^ 

The  Sinbad  stories  from  the  Arabian  Nights  have  a  perennial  in- 
terest. When  presented,  as  here,  in  pure,  lively,  and  idiomatic  German, 
they  provide  a  text  for  supplementary  reading  that  will  be  welcomed  both 
by  teacher  and  pupil. 

FICK'S,  HIN  UND  HER.--EIN  BUCH  FUR  DIE  KINDER.  By  H. 
H.  Fick,  Supervisor  of  German,  Cincinnati  Public  Schools.  Cloth,  12mo, 
90  pages,  with  illustrations.    Price,  30  cents.    American  Book  Company. 

This  simple  German  reader,  prepared  for  classes  of  young  pupils, 
contains  a  hundred  selections,  comprising  short  stories,  anecdotes,  verses, 
«tc.  These  are  all  worded  in  comparatively  elementary  language,  and 
are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  hold  the  interest  and  attention  of  the 
pupils,  at  the  same  time  giving  them  some  idea  of  the  rudi- 
ments of  German.  The  author's  two  previous  books  of  the  same 
nature,  Dies  und  Das,  and  Ifev  und  Alt,  have  proven  very  successful  for 
beginners'  classes,  and  the  present  volume  is  a  worthy  c<Hnpanion  to  the 
preceding  ones. 
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SOLID  GEOMETRY  DEVELOPED  BY  THE  SYLLABUS  METHOD. 
By  Eugene  Randolph  Smith,  A.  M.,  Head  Master,  Park  School,  Baltimore, 
Md.  New  York.  American  Book  Co.    Price,  75  cents. 

The  syllabus  method  teaches  pupils  how  to  discover  the  proofs  of 
geometric  theorems  for  themselves,  rather  than  merely  allowing  them 
to  memorize.  Hence  this  book  is  in  line  with  present  day  tendencies.  It 
is  commendable  al&o  for  the  abundance  of  its  exercises,  containing  six 
hundred  of  great  variety,  including  about  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
recent  college  entrance  examination  questions.  The  diagrams  are  good, 
and  the  book  is  strongly  and  attractively  bound. 

SHORTER  FRENCH  COURSE.  By  W.  H.  Eraser  and  J.  Squair,  Pro- 
fessors in  the  Romance  Department,  University  of  Toronto.  D.  C.  Heath 
A  Company.    Price  $1.10. 

Especially  designed  for  elementary  classes  in  schools  and  colleges. 
Contains  numerous  oral  exercises.  There  is  a  phonetic  transcription  of 
the  French  of  the  first  ten  lessons  for  the  use  of  teachers  who  prefer 
to  begin  with  the  spoken  rather  than  the  written  language. 

LOVE  LETTERS  OF  AN  ACTRESS.  By  Elsie  Janis.  New  York.  D.  Ap- 
pleton  A  Co.    Price,  $1.00  net. 

Miss  Janis  has  produced  a  bright,  sparkling  little  book,  which  does 
honor  to  her  head  and  heart.  It  is  intense,  it  is  natural,  sometimes  ridic 
ulous,  sometimes  delicious,  and  withal  at  times  very  sensible,  practical 
and  womanly.  The  nine  men  who  pour  their  love  at  her  feet  are:  The 
College  Boy,  The  Lawyer,  The  Composer,  The  Actor,  The  Platonic  Friend, 
The  Millionaire,  The  Literary  Man,  The  Farmer  (back  home  whom  she 
loved  years  ago),  and  The  Stranger.  But  the  last  alas!  is  but  a  dream, 
the  man  she  would  like  to  find.  She  shows  much  skill  in  handling  deli- 
cate situations.  The  book  will  make  one  laugh.  It  will  arouse  tender 
memories.    On  the  whole  its  influence  is  for  good. 

Periodical  Notes. 

In  the  April  LippineoU^i  Francis  Newton  Thorpe,  who  w^b  an  intimate  friend  of 
Horace  Howard  Fomess,  edits  some  interesting  letters  from  this  remarkahle  genius,  who 
was  the  reoogiiized  authority  on  all  matters  Shakespearean.  They  throw  most  interesting 
side  lights  on  Dr.  Furness's  character. 

Th«9  stadent  of  art  should  not  miss  seeing  the  CaUurp^s  Modem  Art  Number  (April),  as 
it  contains  a  richly  illustrated  symposium  on  *'  This  Traditional  Age  of  Art,"  which  Is  an 
attempt  to  describe  and  analyse  erery  phase  of  American  painting. 

There  is  a  strong  out-of-door  flavor  in  the  April  number  of  St,  NieKoUu.  The  rteders 
of  E.  T.  Keyser's  article,  *'  The  Boys  Fishing  Kit,"  is  sure  to  be  seised  with  an  Irresisti- 
ble desire  to  at  once,  flihing  rod  in  hand,  emulate  the  skill  and  patience  of  Sir  Isaac 
Walton. 

The  April  11  issue  of  the  JourruU  of  the  AmeHocm  MedicaX  JMBockMon  claims  that  en- 
tirely aside  from  motml  or  sentimental  reasons,  and  considered  simply  as  a  scientWc  regu- 
lation in  the  interest  of  efficiency,  the  abolishing  of  all  alcoholic  liquors  from  erery  ship 
and  station  of  the  Navy  will  recommend  itself  to  the  vast  majority  of  the  American 
people. 

The  busy  person  who  desires  to  keep  in  tonch  with  the  latest  norels  but  finds  no  time 
to  read  them,  should  procure  a  copy  of  the  Atlantio  Mcnthlif  for  April  and  read  the  **Receat 
Reflections  of  a  Novel  Reader.  * '  NotcIs  commendable  and  otherwise  are  skilfully  and 
keenly  criticised  in  this  most  engrossing  article. 
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Brown  University  Teachers  Association 

Twelfth  Annual  Meeting 
Friday  and  Saturday,  April  17th  and  18th,  1914 
Friday  Afternoon  at  2.45,  in  Manning  Hall 

Present  Tendencies  in  the  Teaching  of  EnglialL 
Friday  Evening  at  6.00,  in  Lyman  Gymnasium 

Sixth  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Association,  and  Illustrated 
Lecture  on  Student  Life  in  Mediaeval  Universities. 
Saturday  Morning  at  9.30,  in  Manning  Hall 

The  Beorganization  of  History  Teaching. 
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Exectdive  Committee 

The  (Moers  of  the  Association  and  the  President  of  the 
University  (ex-officio) 

LiBA  Shaw  Einq  Dean  Women's  College 

Brown  University 

Alpbsd  Joseph  Mabtott  Principal  High  School 

Westerly,  B.  I. 

John  Kslset  Fennsb  Principal  High  School 

Auburn,  B.  I. 

PEOGBAM 

Friday  Afternoon,  April  17th 
Manning  Hall 

2.45    Addeess  of  Welcome. 

President  Paunce. 
Qeneral  Subject :  ^Tresent  Tendencies  in  the  Teaching  of  English." 

3.00     Theme  WBiTrao — "The  hand  of  little  employment  hath 
the  daintier  sense." 
Qeorge  Wyllys  Benedict,  Associate  Professor  of  English, 
Brown  University. 

3.30    Oral  Composition. 

Ernest  Cobb,  Head  of  English  Department,  B.  M.  C. 
Durf ee  High  School,  Fall  Biver. 

4.00    Teaching  to  Bead.* 

Henry   Seidel   Canby,   Assistant  Professor  of  English, 
Yale  University. 

DiSCUSSIQN. 


•Thlfl  paper  was  pledged  by  the  author  to  another  magaslne  bef<Mre  he  mti 
aoQuainted  with  the  plan  of  publlBhlns  the  Asaodation's  program  In  "EXlnca- 
tlon."    It  U  therefore  omitted  here.— Bditor  "Education." 
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Friday  Evening,  April  17th 
Lyman  Gymnasium 

6.30     Sixth  Annual  Dinnbb  of  the  Association. 

Informal  After-Dinner  Speeches — ^President  Faunce  and 
others. 

Illustrated  Lecture — Student  Life  in  Mediaeval  Univer- 
sities, by  Arthur  0.  Norton,  Professor  of  Education, 
Wellesley  College. 

Social  half  hour  from  6.00  to  6.30. 


Saturday  Morning,  April  18th 
9.30    Business  Meeting. 
General  Subject:  "The  Beorganization  of  History  Teaching.'' 

9.45     College  Entbancs  Bsquibements  in  Histobt  ;  Theobt 
AND  Pbactioe. 
William   MacDonald,    Professor   of   American   History, 
Brown  University. 

10.15     The  Reoonstbuotion  of  Histobt  Teaching. 

J.  Madison  Gktthany,  Head  of  History  Department,  Hope 
Street  High  School,  Providence. 

10.45    Histobt  in  the  Elementabt  Schools. 

Samuel  Burnett  Howe,  Department  of  History,  South  Side 
High  School,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Discussion. 


a  recent  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  College  Entrance  Examination  Board 
asserts  that  the  results  of  the  History  examinations  are  poorer  than  those  in 
any  other  subject,  and  points  out  that  at  some  time  in  the  not  far  distant  fu- 
ture, the  question  may  be  presented  to  the  Board  whether  it  will  continue  the 
present  History  requirements,  or  deliberately  change  its  requirements,  and 
adapt  them  to  the  work  that  is  now  being  done  in  the  schools. 
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Gbobge  Wyllys  Benedict,  Associate  Peofessoe  of  English, 

Beown  TTnivebsitt. 

''The  Hand  of  Little  Employment  hath  the  Daintier  Sense** 

[HE  last  time  I  read  Hamlet  I  happened  for  some 
reason  or  other  to  be  particularly  struck  by  the 
remark  that  I  have  taken  for  my  text:  ^^The  hand 
of  little  employment  hath  the  daintier  sense."  It 
kept  running  in  my  head;  and  presently,  perhaps 
because  I  was  at  the  moment  somewhat  pressed  with 
theme-reading,  it  appeared  to  take  on  an  unex- 
pected significance  as  a  pedagogical  precept  At  all 
events,  it  got  mixed  up  in  my  mind  with  some  questions  and 
doubts  as  to  the  proper  ends  and  methods  of  courses  in  theme- 
writing;  and  in  trying  to  answer  my  questions  and  allay  my 
doubts  I  foxmd  myself  recurring  to  Hamlet's  words.  The  question 
of  most  importance  was  briefly  this :  whether  present  tendencies  in 
the  teaching  of  composition  are  likely  to  make  our  courses  in 
writing  truly  serviceable  to  liberal  education,  and  whether  those 
courses  have  not  in  very  many  instances  failed  to  do  all  that  they 
should  for  liberal  education  because  they  have  been  so  much  con- 
cerned with  teaching  the  art  of  writing  as  a  practical  accomplish- 
ment. 

It  is  something  of  a  paradox,  of  course,  to  say  that  the  real  ob- 
ject of  training  in  composition  need  not  be  skill  in  writing;  but 
that  is  what  I  mean.  The  skill,  the  practical  facility  in  expres- 
sion, desirable  as  it  is,  may  be  properly  enough  thought  of  as  a 
sort  of  by-product;  the  chief  thing  to  be  sought  in  composition 
courses  that  form  part  of  a  scheme  of  truly  liberal  education  may 
be  instruction  in  reading.  In  other  words,  a  very  important  ob- 
ject of  training  in  composition,  and  for  some  students  the  most 
important  object,  is  the  appreciation  of  good  style. 

This  purpose  has  been  somewhat  neglected,  somewhat  obscured 
by  other  purposes,  perhaps  more  important  for  the  general  run  of 
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students.  I  do  not  underrate  the  value,  in  practical  ways,  of  what 
we  are  all  tryiiig  to  do  for  our  poorer  students.  Nor  do  I  deny 
the  real  educative  value  of  our  efforts.  Even  spelling  drill  has  a 
claim  to  be  called  educative.  Beal  education  is  not  fully  defined 
by  saying  that  its  end  is  the  utmost  possible  stimulation  and 
development  of  individual  powers  and  aptitudes.  Its  programme 
includes  the  teaching  of  universal,  normal,  standard  modes  of 
thought,  emotion,  will,  and  expression.  That  is  the  first  business, 
indeed,  of  real  education.  Let  me  remind  you  of  the  anecdote  told 
of  that  child  and  disciple  of  individualism,  the  second  Mrs.  Shel- 
ley. She  was  considering  where  she  should  send  her  boy  to  school. 
Some  friend  advised  her,  in  the  stereotyped  formula,  to  ^^send 
him  where  he  would  be  taught  to  think  for  himself.'*  "Oh,  Gted,*' 
she  replied,  '^et  me  send  him  where  he  will  be  taught  to  think  like 
other  people !''  And  if  there  is  a  real  educative  value  in  the  teach- 
ing of  correctness,  which  is  about  all  that  we  hope  to  do  for 
our  poorer  students,  surely  there  is  much  more  in  what  we  try 
to  do  for  our  better  students  in  the  way  of  enlarging  their  vocabu- 
lary and  developing  their  sentence-sense ;  forming  in  their  minds 
useful  habits  of  gathering,  sorting,  and  arranging  ideas ;  sharpen- 
ing their  powers  of  observation ;  and  stimulating  their  interest  in 
the  substance  and  method  of  contemporary  thought.  We  shall  all 
agree,  surely,  that  it  is  altogether  worth  while  to  try  to  get  our 
students  to  use  their  eyes  sharply  on  their  surroimdings ;  to  open 
their  minds  for  the  reception  of  great  ideas ;  to  think  steadily,  in- 
stead of  in  unrelated  fragments;  and  to  give  the  implements  of 
their  expression  edge  and  temper. 

The  problem,  so  far,  is  not  what  to  get,  but  how  to  get  it.  If  you 
have  not  already  read  it,  by  all  means  read  Professor  Canby^s  ex- 
cellent article  on  'Writing  English",  in  the  April  Harper's.  His 
classification  of  us  all  as  Know-Nothings,  Do-Nothings,  Formal- 
ists, or  Optimists,  according  to  our  several  ways  of  facing  our  prob- 
lem, is  so  trenchant  that  anybody  ought  to  hesitate  to  disagree  with 
him,  even  on  a  point  of  emphasis,  and  hesitate  still  more  to  enter 
the  lists  with  him  in  the  discussion  of  methods.  I,  for  one,  am 
going  to  do  nothing  so  bold.  It  may  be,  though,  that  there  is  room 
in  his  classification  for  some  other  types:  there  are,  for  example, 
the  Veneerers;  also  the  Spider-Drivers.    But  I  have  nothing  to 
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say  here  about  methods,  good  or  bad.  My  interest  is  just  now  to 
see  whether  our  teaching  cannot  be  enriched  by  a  new  purpose  and 
a  different  emphasis. 

Composition  work  ought  to  cultivate  a  sense  for  style.  It  ou^t 
to  give  us  the  power  to  read  with  fuller  pleasure  what  is  fine  and 
good.  We  are  inimdated  with  a  flood  of  books  of  specimens, — 
of  narration,  of  description,  of  argument  and  debate,  of  literary 
criticism,  of  personal  esfii^ys,  of  articles  on  scientific  questions,  of 
editorials,  of  after-dinner  speeches  and  occasional  addresses,  of 
long  themes  and  short  themes,  of  themes  good  and  themes  bad,  of 
all  the  types  of  discourse  singly  and  collectively, — ^the  best  speci- 
mens "in  the  world,  either  for  tragedy,  comedy,  history,  pastoral, 
pastoral-comical,  historical-pastoral,  tragicel-historical,  tragical- 
comical-historical-pastoral,  scene  individable  or  poem  unlimited" 
— ^and  of  us  all  there  is  no  strong  swimmer  in  his  agony  but  would 
bubble  out  his  faith  in  reading  as  a  help  to  writing.  Now,  sup- 
pose we  turn  the  tables.  What  does  writing  do  for  our  reading} 
Well,  of  course  it  sets  us  to  reading  the  cyclopaedias  and  the  news- 
papers and  the  periodical  purveyors  of  tabloid  information — and 
very  interesting  they  are — it  sends  us  to  these  for  our  "original" 
themes;  and  we  read  novels  that  have  to  be  summarized  and  criti- 
cized ;  and  we  read  representative  essays  on  questions  that  have  to 
be  discussed  in  the  classroom ;  to  say  nothing  of  our  reading  of  the 
excellent  specimens  I  have  mentioned.  And  so  our  course  in 
writing  gets  us  to  do  a  certain  bulk  of  reading,  anyway.  But  this 
is  reading;  what  do  we  get  for  our  reading  from  our  wriiingf 
Unless  it  cultivates  a  sense  for  style,  we  get  little  or  nothing.  And 
if  I  have  seemed  to  be  needlessly  elaborate  about  a  perfectly  plain 
matter,  it  is  because  I  believe  that  the  cultivation  of  a  eenae  for 
style  is  not  a  very  certain  result  of  our  practice  in  writing,  and  be- 
cause I  believe  that  it  ought  to  be  the  chief  justification  of  our  work 
for  a  much  larger  number  of  students  than  we  might  at  first  think. 

To  attain  this  end,  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  turn  our 
students  out  finished  stylists,  in  either  the  less  or  the  more  re- 
spectable meaning  of  the  word.  "A  thing  worth  doing  at  all  is 
worth  doing  badly,"  as  Chesterton  says.  Even  the  unsuccessful 
trial  of  any  art  gives  one  a  better  understandinj;  of  the  worth  of 
successful  achievement.     Possibly  it  is  precisely  for  those  sta- 
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dents  who  do  not  and  cannot  become  good  writers  that  this  way 
of  regarding  composition  work  is  most  nsef oL  The  boy  with  a 
natural  bent  for  an  art,  for  writing  or  music  or  drawing,  is  going 
to  see  without  help  the  technical  difficulties  that  must  be  overcome 
(though  probably  he  will  not  realize  them  fully) ,  and  will  in- 
stinctively understand  something  of  the  skill  of  llie  great  artist 
The  boy  of  no  such  natural  sympathetic  insight  will  learn  a 
harder  lesson,  and  for  him  a  more  needful  one,  by  failure.  I 
do  not  say  that  he  will  ever  come  to  the  point  of  appreciation  that 
his  more  gifted  fellow  reaches;  but  if  he  cannot  see  for  himself 
the  skill  and  the  power  of  great  artistic  achievement,  he  has  the 
greater  need  that  his  education  should  open  his  eyes. 

This  is  not  a  utilitarian  ideal  in  education ;  it  is  undeniably  an 
ideal  of  liberal  culture.  How  far  it  can  be  realized  I  do  not  know. 
There  are  some  natures  that  never  can  feel  the  artistry  of  style, 
just  as.  there  are  some  ears  that  cannot  tell  harmony  from  discord, 
and  some  eyes  that  are  color-blind.  There  must  be  many  students 
whose  capacity  for  this  feeling,  if  not  wholly  lacking,  is  so  small 
that  we  must  be  content  if  we  succeed  only  in  giving  them  a  prac* 
tical  notion  of  what  it  is  to  be  decently  correct  and  orderly  in  ex- 
pression. But  many  who  are  fit  for  this  discipline  of  defeat,  and 
some  who  show  promise  of  much  better  things,  are  being  trained 
in  writing  for  the  sake  of  the  writing  only,  not  looking  beyond 
the  acquisition  of  facility — ^facility  within  a  rather  narrow  range 
of  kinds,  usually — and  are  not  being  inspired  to  look  further  and 
deeper  and  higher.  For  these  students,  I  am  convinced,  compo- 
sition courses  can  be  made  a  more  serviceable  instrument  of  lib- 
eral culture  than  for  the  most  part  they  now  are. 

My  suggestion  admits  an  easy  reductio  ad  abaurdum,  or  seems 
to.  '*Why,^*  says  somebody,  "this  means  that  if  you  are  to  appre- 
ciate architecture  you  must  attempt  the  design  of  a  new  Parthe- 
non; if  you  are  to  understand  music  with  full  enjoyment  you 
must  learn  to  sing  and  play  and  must  try  your  hand  at  composing 
symphonies  and  operas;  you  must  paint  pictures,  carve  friezes, 
strut  your  hour  upon  the  stage.  Or,  to  come  down  to  one  art,  can 
students  reasonably  be  asked  to  write  novels  and  treatises  and  ser- 
mons and  histories,  plays  and  epics  and  sonnet-sequences  V^  Put 
in  that  way,  it  does  look  preposterous.    'So  one  short  of  a  uni- 
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Tersal  genius,  it  would  seem,  could  aspire  to  a  really  liberal  edu- 
cation. Perhaps  it  is  really  so.  But  the  reply  is  not  far  to  seek. 
We  have  to  teach  principles  and  generalities  by  means  of  typical 
examples.  Even  in  the  simplest  of  our  tasks  in  English,  the  teach- 
ing of  mere  correctness,  we  cannot  hope  to  do  more  than  indicate 
the  chief  kinds  of  error  to  be  avoided.  Certainly  time  and  strength 
and  knowledge  do  not  suffice  for  practice  in  all  the  kinds  of  lit- 
erature, much  less  for  practice  in  all  levels  and  ranges  of  style* 
But  just  as  reasonably  as  we  expect  to  teach  the  general  metitiod 
of  science  by  requiring  the  study  of  one  or  two  branches,  we  may 
expect  to  teach  an  appreciation  of  good  style  in  general  by  means 
of  exercise  in  some  typical  forms. 

This  view  of  the  value  of  theme-writing  for  a  qualified  group 
or  class  of  students,  let  me  repeat,  regards  principally  the  purpose 
of  liberal  education,  and  disregards  the  professional  or  practical 
aspects  of  the  matter.  It  implies  an  interest  chiefly  in  the  best 
students,  and  more  especially  in  those  best  students  whose  cir- 
cumstances permit  the  giving  of  four  years  or  more  in  college  and 
the  university  to  the  pursuit  of  broad  intelligence,  sure  taste,  and 
delicate  sympathy  with  whatever  is  finest  in  human  nature  and 
human  endeavor.  It  is  time  to  urge  the  claim  of  the  best  minds 
against  the  moderately  good  and  the  mediocre.  Popular,  national, 
democratic  education  has  done  too  little  for  the  minds  and  na^ 
tures  of  possible  distinction.  We  must  pay  attention  to  cultivat- 
ing a  powerful  leaven.  We  must  do  this  for  the  sake  of  the  lump. 
But  we  must  not  fail  to  see  that  in  excellence  or  perfection  or 
finish — ^by  whatever  name  we  choose  to  call  it,  we  understand,  I 
think,  what  it  is — ^there  is  something  to  be  sought  for  its  own 
sake,  absolutely. 

One  result  of  our  concern  for  the  mass,  in  the  teaching  of  com- 
position, is  a  clearly  discernible  tendency  to  exalt  practical  effi- 
ciency at  the  expense  of  the  higher  effects.  We  have  seen  the 
establishment  of  schools  of  journalism,  for  instance,  and  have 
read  the  praise  bestowed  upon  the  special  ^^newspaper  style" 
taught  in  some  of  those  schools.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is 
any  special  excellence  in  newspaper  writing  that  is  not  also  an 
excellence  in  other  kinds  of  writing.  (Or,  if  you  like,  you  may 
put  it  the  other  way  around).    If  there  is  a  normal  newspaper 
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Btjle,  developed  bj  the  pressure  of  oommon  newspaper  needs,  it 
will  have  the  merits  for  the  oommon  and  undistinguished  ends, 
of  journalism  that  any  established  and  traditional  technique  has 
for  the  accomplishment  of  its  tasks.  We  have  courses  offered  in 
some  colleges  in  ^^usiness  English",  and  we  have  courses  in 
"English  for  engineers,"  A  number  of  text  books  have  recently 
been  published  expressly  designed  to  appeal  to  the  supposed  nar* 
rower  range  of  interests  of  scientific  and  technical  students,  with  a 
distinctly  professional  trend.  These  things  are  signs  of  a  willing- 
ness to  look  more  and  more  to  immediate  tangible  results,  to  make 
as  quick  work  with  our  writing  as  we  can,  to  regard  training  in 
composition  more  and  more  as  vocational  and  directly  remunera* 
tive.  For  the  general  run  of  students,  as  I  have  already  admitted, 
this  may  be  the  wisest  way.  But  I  cannot  believe  it  to  be  the  best 
way  for  the  best  minds. 

And  has  it  no  disadvantages  for  average  students  ?  It  produces 
facility,  it  is  true,  but  also  commonplaceness,  which  is  the  ahnost 
inevitable  danger  accompanying  standardization.  When  we  praise 
the  convenience  of  conformity  and  normality,  we  had  better  not 
forget  that  it  entails  some  sacrifice  of  fiavor.  With  common* 
placeness  goes  staleness;  with  mechanical  repetition  goes  cal- 
lousness. "Has  this  fellow  no  feeling  of  his  business,  that  he 
sings  at  grave-making?"  asks  Hamlet  Horatio's  reply  may  be 
apologetic:  "Custom  hath  made  it  in  him  a  property  of  easiness." 
Practice  makes  perfect,  but  familiarity  breeds  contempt  Let  ua 
beware  of  applying  routine  and  habit  and  professional  convention 
to  work  where  sensitiveness  of  feeling  is  an  element  of  success. 
The  teaching  of  universal  modes  of  feeling  is  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  education;  but  the  universal  passes  over  with  slippery 
ease  into  the  merely  superficial  and  the  trite,  and  the  feeling  may 
quite  evaporate.  Here  as  elsewhere,  what  is  everybody's  business 
may  be  nobody's  business,  in  any  lively  degree;  what  everybody 
can  feel  may  be  felt  very  strongly  by  nobody ;  and  the  desired  fa- 
cility may  prove  to  be  dull  flatness. 

There  is  also  the  ever-present  danger  of  our  wholesale  methods,! 
the  temptation  to  think  more  highly  of  quantity  than  we  oug^t 
The  moment  the  demand  for  quantity  joins  forces  with  profes- 
sional convention,  theme-writing  loses  an  essential  element  even 
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for  the  mediocre  student,  and  for  the  best  student  becomes  posi- 
tively harmful 

"Custom  hath  made  it  in  him  a  property  of  easiness."  "  'T  is 
e'en  so/'  answers  Hamlet;  "the  hand  of  little  employment  hath 
the  daintier  sense."  Hamlet  knows,  surely,  that  skill  and  strength 
come  from  practice  and  exercise :  he  has  been  "in  continual  prac- 
tice" of  fence  while  Laertes  has  been  in  France.  He  does  not 
mean  that  the  natural  aptitude  of  the  imtrained  hand  can  com- 
pete with  the  deftness  of  the  disciplined  expert.  In  what  sense, 
then,  is  he  to  be  taken  ?  Has  his  remark  merely  a  specious  air  of 
truth?  If  we  understand  "little"  to  mean  "light",  the  literal 
truth  of  the  statement  is  unquestionable.  Look  at  the  thick,  hard- 
balled  fingers  of  the  grave-digger,  then  watch  the  fingers  of  the 
doctor  as  he  feels  your  pulse.  The  literal,  physical  antithesis  is 
so  obvious  that  it  is  hardly  worth  calling  attention  to.  But  undeni- 
ably Shakespeare  meant  more  than  the  bare  literal  substance  of  the 
observation.  If  we  may  apply  it  to  the  problem  of  teaching  an  art 
— and  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  any  less  applicable  there  tibtn  to  moral 
questions — and  if  we  remember  what  Hamlet  knows  and  what 
we  know  about  such  things,  we  shall  do  no  violence  to  Shakes- 
peare's thought  if  we  see  that  it  means  something  like  this:  Our 
touch  is  most  delicate  and  discriminating  when  we  set  our  hands, 
trained  by  exercise  not  too  exacting  in  kind  and  quantity,  nor  too 
monotonous  and  imiform,  to  work  that  engages  our  esthetic  inter- 
est, undisturbed  by  the  thought  of  the  immediate  practical  utility 
of  it. 

This  laborious  platitude  has  a  sufficient  bearing  on  the  present 
tendencies  in  the  teaching  of  English  composition.  From  it  I 
derive  the  courage  to  say  that  I  think  that  our  courses  in  thane- 
writing  are  conducted  too  much  in  the  spirit  of  vocational  study, 
and  to  avow  my  belief  that  in  institutions  devoted  to  liberal  edu- 
cation the  best  reason  for  trying  to  teach  the  art  of  writing  is  that 
its  discipline,  whether  of  shortcoming  or  attainment,  opens  the 
mind  and  the  spirit  to  the  better  imderstanding  of  what  good 
style  really  is. 
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Ebnest   Cobb,    Read   of   English   Department^ 
DuBFSE  HiOH  School^  Fall  Biveb,  Mass. 

HE  public  high  school  in  America  has  yet  to  come 
to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  necessity  for  oral 
composition.  The  reason  some  hi^  schools  are 
giving  work  of  this  nature  is  more  because  they 
realize  that  it  is  demanded  by  that  arbiter  of  things 
educational,  the  college,  than  because  they  see  the 
true  situation.  We  live  in  an  economic  world.  The 
state  supports  free  educational  institutions,  not 
that  its  citizens  may  have  culture  and  refinement,  but  that  the 
state  may  be  supported  by  citizens  able  to  cope  with  the  prob- 
lems of  existence,  and  keep  the  body  politic  strong  and  welL  Eco- 
nomic conditions  are  really  business  conditions.  Whatever  the 
high  school,  classical,  trade,  technical,  or  general,  the  real  end  in 
view  should  be  the  same,  if  it  be  supported  by  tiie  state — ^to  pre- 
pare the  young  citizen  to  meet  to  the  best  advantage  the  problems 
of  existence. 

Business  conditions  change.  There  was  a  day  when  a  business 
man  kept  his  stock  of  goods  on  display,  engaged  sober,  indus- 
trious clerks  to  look  after  the  stock  and  show  it  to  customers,  and 
other  sober,  industrious  people  to  keep  his  books  and  run  his  er- 
rands. That  condition  is  no  more.  The  problem  of  business  to- 
day is  to  meet  the  customer  face  to  face.  The  man  behind  the 
counter  today  must  be  able  not  only  to  show  his  goods,  but,  if  he 
is  to  retain  his  place,  he  must  interest  the  customer  in  buying  those 
goods,  he  must  know  about  them,  their  quality,  their  manufacture. 
Finally,  and  most  important,  he  must  be  able  to  explain  all  this 
in  the  mother  tongue  so  that  the  customer  likes  to  listen  to  what 
he  has  to  say.  The  cash  register,  the  card  systems,  and  delivery 
by  parcel  post  make  all  other  departments  of  merchandising  in- 
significant 

Just  why  the  English  departments  in  high  schools  should  be 
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supposed  to  take  the  burden  of  making  high  school  graduates  fluent 
talkers  of  pure  language  is  hard  to  understand.  This  is  certainly 
no  more  the  duty  of  the  English  teacher  than  the  French,  Qerman, 
Latin,  history,  or  any  other  teacher.  It  should  become  the  chief 
duty  of  every  teacher  to  se^  to  it  that  every  recitation  is  made  in 
dear,  concise  English,  when  English  is  used  at  alL  The  fact  that 
few  connected  with  high  school  work  deny  the  truth  of  this  asser* 
tion,  but  that  fewer  still  make  any  serious  effort  to  carry  out  sucb 
demands,  is  not  a  thing  to  be  proud  ol 

Whatever  the  other  departments  do,  however,  the  English 
classes  must,  of  course,  take  up  the  question  of  developing  pupils- 
who  can  express  themselves  in  correct  English  with  great  earnest- 
ness and  determination.  The  first  feeble  efforts  which  have  been 
put  forth  here  and  there,  can  be  considered  as  merely  testimony 
to  the  fact  that  the  need  is  taken  seriously.  The  work  done  as  yet 
makes  no  progress  against  the  major  difficulties  to  be  overcome, 
and  those  teachers  who  suppose  that  they  are  really  meeting  the 
demands  of  the  situation  must,  on  the  whole,  stop  and  think  again* 
There  are,  as  always,  exceptions.  The  High  School  of  Commerce, 
in  Boston,  for  instance,  is  really  giving  time,  work  and  determi- 
nation to  this  matter,  and  with  the  absolute  necessity  for  results 
daily  in  view,  with  a  faculty  almost  ideal  for  such  work,  this 
school  should  be  able  before  long  to  help  others  to  practical  results. 

The  chief  obstacle  at  present  in  the  way  of  progress  of  oral 
composition  is  an  arrangement  of  class  work,  based  on  a  mistaken 
notion.  It  seems  to  be  believed  by  most  teachers,  that  pupils  get 
help  and  personal  power  in  oral  composition,  from  hearing  others 
recite.  It  is  probably  true  that  they  do  gain  some  ideas.  We 
learn  all  about  baseball,  from  the  bleachers.  We  know  the  plays, 
where  the  ball  should  be  thrown,  when  the  man  is  out,  when  he 
does  well,  and  when  he  does  badly.  This  is  on  a  par  ^th  what 
pupils  learn  in  oral  composition  from  hearing  others  recite.  Put 
the  bleacher  ball  player  on  the  diamond  for  the  first  time.  He  is 
lost,  and  so  is  the  pupil  who  begins  to  use  his  tongue  and  lips 
to  speak  the  language  he  has  heard  so  much.  Speaking  can  only 
become  accurate  and  fluent  by  practice,  practice  on  the  part  of 
the  individual  who  is  concerned.  Practice  which  he  observes  wiD 
bring  no  results. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Oral  Compositian  617 


It  is  painful  to  listen  to  recitations  in  high  school  English 
<3lasses9  where  the  pupil  goes  on^  adding  phrase  after  phrase,  clause 
-after  clause,  hitching  them  together  with  prepositions  and  con- 
junctions and  grunts.  It  is  still  more  painful  to  feel  that  we 
onust  wait  for  die  weekly  exercise  in  oral  composition  before  this 
is  to  be  corrected.  In  this  case  the  English  teacher  is  as  much  at 
-fault  as  the  other  teachers  of  whom  we  complain.  Why  should  a 
pupil  ever  say  anything,  on  any  subject,  in  the  English  class,  which 
is  not  an  oral  composition  ?  Why  should  we  set  apart  a  period  once 
3,  week  for  pupils  to  speak  good  English  ?  We  must  realize  what 
that  means.  It  means,  of  course,  that  the  one  subject  more  vital, 
on  the  whole,  than  any  other  to  the  pupil,  is  to  be  given  less  than 
iin  hour  a_year  for  actual  practice.  Any  teacher  who  really  sup- 
poses that  this  will  bring  results  is  dreaming. 

Another  cloudy  spot  on  the  horizon  is  the  oral  composition  it- 
49elf.  It  is  generally  a  memory  selection.  The  subject  is  assigned, 
•or  chosen,  and  the  pupil  prepares  himself  in  advance.  This  usually 
means  that  he  learns  a  brief  paper  he  has  prepared  and  delivers 
it.  Sometimes  the  teacher  arranges  work  so  this  is  impossible. 
In  that  case  the  subject  is  either  discussed,  or  treated  extempo- 
xaneously.  The  language  is  loose  and  inaccurate.  It  is  hard  to 
see  how  mere  talking  is  going  to  bring  results  in  this  matter.  What 
€hould  we  expect  of  the  pupil  who  wrote  several  short  themes  each 
jear,  being  told  by  the  teacher  regarding  each  one,  that  it  was  not 
'Clear  enough,  that  he  said  and  too  much,  and  that  he  must  make 
his  sentences  more  definite.  Is  the  present  work  in  oral  compo- 
4sition  much  more  than  this  ?  Does  the  pupil  build  up  his  composi- 
tion with  care,  sentence  by  sentence,  stopping  frequently  to  change 
a  blind  alley  for  a  thoroughfare,  and  swapping  a  vague  expression 
for  a  definite  one  ?  Does  he  not  go  on,  catch-as-catch-can,  to  the 
•^nd,  receiving  a  rather  vague  criticism  then  ? 

No  real  results  can  possibly  come  in  this  work  by  any  such  plan. 
Practice  must  be  provided,  and,  under  the  present  methods  of 
arranging  school  work  it  can  only  come  by  making  every  recita- 
iiion  in  the  English  class  an  oral  composition.  The  pupil  must 
realize  when  he  gets  on  his  feet  that  what  he  says,  short  or  long 
as  his  speech  may  be,  must  be  said  in  real  sentences,  with  subject 
And  predicate.    He  must  gradually  learn  that  his  adjectives  shall 
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mean  what  the  subject  requires,  and  that  his  phrases  must  be 
placed  in  proper  order. 

A  warning  should  be  given  here.  Almost  every  printed  state- 
ment about  courses  in  oral  composition  contain  material  about 
paragraphs.  The  paragraph  should  be  carefully  left  out  The 
paragraph  has  no  place  in  oral  composition.  It  is  possible  that 
Samuel  Johnson  had  paragraphs  in  mind  when  speaking.  Possibly 
also  Edward  Howard  Griggs  thinks  as  constructively  as  that,  for 
he  often  shows  wonderful  elocution  in  getting  bade  to  the  point 
just  when  you  fear  for  his  erring  thoughts.  But  the  paragraph  is 
unnecessary  in  the  life  of  normal  humans.  We  think  in  sentences, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact  we  seldom  actually  see  the  end  of  our  sen- 
tences, depending  on  the  rising  field  of  consciousness,  and  a  trained 
organ  of  speech  to  carry  us  to  a  safe  harbor.  To  that  ambitious 
one  who  should  aspire  to  think  and  talk  in  paragraphs  we  may 
safely  assure  plenty  of  opportunity  to  practice,  on  himseU.  As 
the  free  thinkers  were  to  the  Puritans,  so  will  he  be  to  his  con- 
temporaries, he  will  be  given  perfect  freedom,  to  move  on. 

If  the  English  teacher  takes  the  best  advantage  of  the  active  de- 
mand now  apparent  for  training  in  oral  work,  it  should  prove  a 
great  help  to  getting  a  new  adjustment  of  the  English  work.  Make 
the  slogan,  ^'Seventy-five  pupils  for  a  teacher,  and  no  more."  Prac- 
tical training  with  five  or  six  classes  each  day  averaging  thiiiy- 
five  pupils  to  a  class,  is  impossible.  Strike  while  the  iron  is  hot 
We  need  plenty  of  recitations,  but  few  pupils.  Meanwhile  make 
use  of  every  opportunity  which  is  given  the  pupil  for  speech,  to 
demand  that  he  make  that  speech  coherent,  accurate,  and  simple. 
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CoUege  Entrance  Requirements  in  History,  in 
Theory  and  in  Practice 

WHXIAM   A.    ULAODojSlJLLDy    PbOFESSOB    of   AliBBIOAN    HlSTOBY^ 

Bbown  XJisrivBBsiTY,  Pbotidenoe,  R.  L 

WISH  to  delimit  at  the  start  the  field  of  this  paper 
by  saying  that  I  do  not  mean  to  discuss  the  general 
question  of  history  as  a  proper  subject  for  college 
admission  requirements^  or  the  particular  periods  or 

□  countries  to  be  dealt  with,  or  the  amount  of  time 
that  should  be  given  to  the  subject,  or  the  relative 
merits  of  examination  or  certification  tests.  The 
point  which  I  wish  to  consider  principally,  is  the 
requirement  of  supplementary  or  collateral  reading. 

The  distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Seven  of  the  American  Historical  Association — ^the  pro- 
genitor of  the  many  reports  of  that  and  other  bodies  which  have 
since  been  prepared  relating  to  the  study  of  history  in  colleges  and 
schools — ^is  its  advocacy  of  supplementary  reading  as  an  indispen- 
sable part  of  the  secondary  school  work  in  history.  If  the  report 
did  not  directly  disfavor  the  use  of  text  books,  it  certainly  dis- 
paraged the  text  book  as  the  sole  manual  for  study,  and  empha- 
sized the  need  of  using  many  books  of  various  sorts — sources,  docu- 
ments, biographies,  larger  histories,  travels,  etc — ^if  a  proper  ele- 
mentary knowledge  of  history,  or  adequate  preparation  for  further 
historical  study,  were  to  be  had.  With  equal  emphasis  the  report 
condemned  the  exercise  of  ^^mere  memory^'  and  formal  recitation, 
and  urged  the  superior  merits  of  flie  "laboratory  method."  If 
the  report  means  anything  in  this  connection,  it  means  that  no 
history  text  book,  however  well  contrived,  can  of  itself  afford  sat- 
isfactory knowledge  of  the  period  of  which  it  treats,  either  as  an 
element  in  the  school  curriculum  or  as  a  subject  for  admission  to 
college. 

In  the  fifteen  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  appearance  of 
the  report,  strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  by  various  history 
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teachers  aasociations  and  other  bodies,  and  by  the  College  En- 
trance Examination  Board  which  adopted  the  recommendations 
of  the  report  as  its  definition  of  requirements,  to  carry  the  scheme 
into  e£Fect  Publishers  and  authors  have  aided  bj  preparing 
text  books  elaborately  equipped  with  references  for  supplementary 
reading,  or  by  compiling  a  Jong  list  of  "readings*'  and  "source- 
books.*' Yet  the  net  result  of  all  this  effort  is  the  verdict  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Keview  of  the  Collie  Entrance  Examination  Board, 
lately  made  public,  that  the  examinations  in  history  set  by  the 
Board  show  the  largest  percentage  of  failures  of  any  set  by  that 
body,  and  that  a  reconsideration  of  the  history  requirement  must, 
apparently,  soon  be  imdertaken  if  a  higher  percentage  of  pass 
marks  is  not  forthcoming. 

I  venture  in  this  paper  to  submit  my  reasons  for  thinking  that 
the  existing  requirement,  so  far  as  collateral  reading  is  concerned, 
is  both  illogical  and  impossible,  and  that  it  should  either  be  radi- 
cally modified  or  else  abandoned  altogether. 

The  purpose  of  laboratory  work  in  science  is,  I  suppose,  two- 
fold: either  to  illustrate  or  confirm  a  truth  formally  stated  or  to 
-discover  new  truths.  No  one  would  think  of  studying  physics 
or  chemistry  or  biology  solely  from  a  text  book,  for  the  reason 
that  a  study  of  the  process  by  which  the  statements  of  the  text 
book  are  arrived  at,  and  of  the  actual  material  with  which 
the  science  deals,  is  indispensable  to  an  imderstanding  of  the 
49tatements  themselves.  No  teacher,  however,  supposes  that  the  be- 
ginner is  thereby  discovering  new  truths,  or  questioning  well- 
4Bettled  conclusions,  or  "making  his  own  text  book,"  or  doing  any- 
thing whatever  save  learning  the  nature  of  mechanical  or  biol<^cal 
processes,  and  acquiring  elementary  facility  in  handling  scientific 
material 

Is  such  a  method  applicable  to  the  elementary  study  of  history! 
I  think  not.  To  begin  with,  there  is  as  yet  no  consensus  of  opinion 
as  to  the  precise  content  of  any  history  course.  In  almost  every 
other  subject  of  the  curriculum — ^physics,  mathematics,  Latin, 
German,  composition — ^a  year  course  of  so  many  hours  per  week 
is  pretty  much  the  same  thing  in  every  school  of  good  standing  in 
which  it  is  taught  In  history,  on  the  other  hand,  the  range  of 
oontent  is  indefinitely  wide.     One  teacher  emphasizes  the  first 
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thirty  years  or  the  last  thirty  minutes  of  American  history,  an- 
other subordinates  the  colonial  period  to  the  constitutional  period, 
another  lays  chief  stress  on  economic  matters,  another  ignores  or 
disparages  war.  One  teacher  treats  the  history  of  England  as  a 
part  of  the  history  of  Europe,  another  makes  it  as  insular  as  is  the 
island  itself,  a  third  sees  in  it  only  an  attachment  to  a  course  in 
literature  or  in  current  "social  questions."  Schools  in  Protestant 
communities  study  the  Eeformation,  while  schools  in  Roman 
Catholic  communities  are  careful  to  speak  of  the  movement  as  a 
"revolt"  and  pass  by  on  the  other  side.  One  looks  in  vain  through 
the  literature  of  the  subject  for  any  general  recognition  of  a  con- 
tent comparable  in  any  respect  to  that  which  is  found  in  most 
other  subjects  on  which  students  enter  college.  The  bare  state- 
ment of  the  history  requirement,  as  put  forth  by  the  College  En- 
trance Examination  Board,  is  almost  ludicrous  in  its  inadequacy. 
The  requirement  of  collateral  reading,  as  at  present  urged,  is 
further  open  to  attack  because  the  material  for  such  reading  can- 
not in  practice  be  obtained  by  the  majority  of  schools,  and  can- 
not, even  where  somewhat  obtainable,  in  practice  be  administered. 
Collateral  reading  implies  access  to  a  library,  very  considerable  in 
the  number  of  titles,  and  sufficient  in  the  number  of  duplicate 
copies  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  the  class.  How  many  schools 
today,  after  fifteen  years  of  agitation,  possess  such  libraries,  or 
have  access  to  them  ?  How  many  communities  would  provide  not 
only  the  hundreds,  but  the  thousands,  of  volumes  necessary  to 
afford  even  the  most  elementary  equipment  for  such  work?  A 
recent  investigation  by  the  New  England  History  Teachers  Asso- 
ciation shows  that  scarcely  a  baker's  dozen  of  the  high  schools  of 
New  England  possess  anything  that  might  fairly  be  called  an 
adequate  school  library,  and  I  doubt  if  the  proportion  is  any 
larger  for  other  parts  of  the  coimtry.  The  plain  fact  of  the  case 
seems  to  be  that  the  preparatory  schools,  at  least  those  with  which 
the  College  Entrance  Examination  Board  comes  in  contact,  have 
made  no  serious  effort  to  meet  the  requirements  in  history  by  pro- 
viding the  working  material  upon  which  conformity  to  those  re- 
quirements absolutely  depends.  I  do  not  enlarge  upon  the  inabil- 
ity of  the  existing  teaching  force  in  history,  so  far  as  numbers  are 
concerned,   to  administer  the  requirement  thoroughly,   for   the 
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reason^  that,  I  auppose,  needs  no  demonstration.  As  matters  stand, 
the  schools  have  not  provided  the  indispensable  facilities,  and  the 
existing  sta£F  of  teachers  could  not  use  the  facilities  if  they  had 
them. 

So  far  as  the  requirement  of  collateral  reading  disparages  re- 
liance upon  textbooks  or  the  use  of  memory,  it  is  illogicaL  Let  us 
take  an  illustration.  Here  is  a  text  book  of,  let  us  say,  American 
or  English  history.  The  author  is  a  scholar,  abundantly  equipped 
so  far  as  knowledge  is  concerned,  for  his  task.  The  manuscript 
of  his  book  has  probably  been  read  by  a  number  of  experts,  in- 
cluding secondary  school  teachers,  as  well  as  omiversity  professors. 
The  publishers  have  subjected  the  book  to  minute  examination, 
and  have  spared  neither  money  nor  effort  to  make  the  book  ade- 
quate. Are  the  statements  of  the  text  accurate  ?  Is  the  narrative 
well-proportioned?  Are  the  incidents  and  episodes  selected  such 
as  are  generally  regarded  as  most  significant  for  elementary  study  ? 
Is  the  language  good?  Is  there  any  reasonable  likelihood  that 
either  teacher  or  pupil  can  improve  upon  the  textj  in  either 
phraseology  or  content?  Is  the  matter  of  the  book  not  only  t£e 
kind  of  thing,  but  to  a  large  degree  the  precise  thing,  that  the 
veriest  tyro  in  the  subject  ought  to  know?  If  it  is,  is  it  not  the 
best  thing  for  the  pupil — ^best  for  his  knowledge  of  amquestioned 
facts,  best  for  his  sense  of  order,  proportion  and  sequence,  best  for 
his  judgment  of  relative  values,  best  for  his  English  style  in 
speech  and  writing — ^that  he  study  and  learn  that  book  ?  Is  there 
any  gain,  either  for  the  pupil  or  for  sound  pedagogy,  in  slovenly 
English,  ignorance  of  common  names  and  dates,  scrappy  reading 
in  this  larger  narrative  or  that  volume  of  "selections'*,  immature 
expression  of  opinion  about  what  might  have  happened  if  some- 
thing else  had  not,  or  dangerous  drawing  of  parallels  between  a 
little  known  past  and  a  less  known  present,  which  too  often  char- 
acterizes the  elementary  study  of  history,  in  comparison  with  the 
gain  which  ought  to  result  from  the  careful  study  of  a  sound  and 
scholarly  text? 

I  am  far  from  wishing  that  the  historical  reading  of  pupils 
should  be  confined  to  text  books,  or  that  purely  formal  memoriza- 
tion should  take  the  place  of  reading  and  discussion.  I  would 
enrich  the  history  course  by  all  the  reading  that  pupils  can  be 
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induced  to  do^  and  I  would  increase  the  facilities  for  such  reading 
iar  beyond  their  present  limits.  The  prime  purpose  of  such  read- 
ingy  however^  should  be  the  intellectu^  awakening  of  the  student, 
liis  introduction  to  a  great  literature  in  which  the  experiences  of 
the  world  are  recorded;  and  such  reading  should  be  largely  if 
not  wholly  volimtary.  It  may  well  vivify  the  subject,  but  it 
should  not  replace  the  text  book  or  any  portion  of  it,  or  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  accurate  knowledge  of  fundamental  facts  whose  truth 
has  long  since  been  determined,  and  which  for  most  students  are 
best  learned  outright 

Finally,  the  existing  expectation  of  collateral  reading  is  open  to 
iserious  objection  from  the  fact  that  such  reading  cannot  in  prac- 
tice be  tested  by  the  college.  Whether  admission  to  college  be  by 
<5ertificate,  or  by  examination,  or  by  combination  of  the  two,  it 
must  be  possible  for  the  college  to  assure  itself  that  the  work 
which  it  prescribes  for  entrance  has  been  done.  I  know  of  no 
way  in  which  the  college  can  satisfy  itself  that  collateral  reading 
in  history  has  been  done,  save  by  the  method  of  setting  individual 
tests  for  individual  students,  a  method  which  can  hardly  be  re- 
.garded  as  practicable.  As  the  matter  stands,  therefore,  we  have 
this  anomalous  situation.  The  college  requires  collateral  reading, 
but  does  not  in  fact  test  it  because  such  test  is  impracticable.  The 
schools,  lacking  even  respectable  equipment  of  either  books  or 
^achers  for  doing  the  work,  and  knowing  as  well  as  the  college 
that  the  work  cannot  be  tested,  neglect  it  either  wholly  or  largely, 
and  in  fact  rely  chiefly  upon  textbooks  while  pretending  not  to 
do  so.  Examination  questions,  accordingly,  whether  set  by  the 
-college  or  by  the  Board,  are  aimed  at  an  uncertain  mark ;  and  since 
the  definition  of  requirements  gives  no  indication  of  the  amount 
or  kind  of  knowledge  of  any  historical  field  which  is  expected,  the 
examination  questions  indicate  in  reality  only  the  opinion  of  the 
examiners  regarding  the  knowledge  which  the  candidate  ought  to 
possess,  without  reference  to  where  or  how  he  acquires  it.  Is  it 
any  wonder  that  under  such  circumstances  the  great  inajority  of 
candidates  fail,  and  that  the  study  of  history  in  the  schools  does 
not  advance? 

I  venture  the  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  time  has  come  for  a 
reconsideration  of  both  the  content  and  the  method  of  the  history 
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requirement  Each  historical  field — ^ancient,  mediaeval  and  mod- 
ern European,  English  and  American — should,  if  retained,  be  so 
stated  as  to  show  with  some  precision  the  topics  or  classes  of  topics 
to  be  treated,  and  the  chronological  proportions.  The  farce  of 
announcing  ^^English  History''  as  a  requirement  should  end,  and 
the  schools  should  be  told  what  parts  or  aspects  of  that  vast  sub- 
ject the  college  expects.  The  text  book,  incomparably  better  now 
than  ever  before,  shoxQd  be  reinstated  in  its  proper  place  as  the 
core,  and  for  most  purposes  the  sufficient  body,  of  elementary  in- 
struction. If  collateral  reading  is  to  be  retained,  the  particular 
books  or  parts  of  books  expected  to  be  read  should  be  specified, 
and  examination  questions  set  upon  them;  otherwise  collateral 
reading  had  best  cease  to  form  any  longer  a  part  of  the  entrance 
history  requirement 
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The  Reconstmctioii  of  History  Teaching 

By  J.  Madison  Gathany,  A.  M.,  Head  of  the  Histoby 

DSPABTMENT,  HoPE  StBEBT  HiGH  ScHOOL, 

Pbovidbnce,  R  L 

T  is  common  knowledge  that  there  is  widespread  and 
severe  criticism  as  to  the  results  of  history  and 
civics  teaching.  Among  the  critics  are  history 
teachers^  history  writers^  educators^  a  host  of  par- 
ents, and  an  almost  countless  number  of  boys  and 
girls  who  consider  the  study  of  history  as  a  neces- 
sary eviL  Perhaps  Dr.  Snedden,  Massachusetts 
Commissioner  of  Education,  has  summed  up  the 
opinion  of  these  critics  as  well  as  anyone  in  his  book>  ^Troblems 
of  Educational  Beadjustment/'  Chapter  IV.  He  says:  "all  of  us 
feel  vaguely,  that  in  history,  if  anywhere,  should  be  found  valu- 
able means  of  liberal  education.  But  scientific  methods,  an  in- 
sufficient pedagogy,  and  a  prevailing  lack  of  social  insight  have 
contributed  to  the  sterilization  of  this  subject  as  a  soil  for  the 
growth  of  ideals,  sentiments,  and  useful  social  knowledge.''  "The 
study  of  history  as  now  carried  on  in  secondary  schools,  does  not 
'function'  in  appreciable  modification  of  civic  attitudes,  ideals, 
or  knowledge,  because  teachers  of  history  do  not  certainly  know 
what  results  they  seek,  in  terms  of  valid  educational  utilities, 
their  efforts  seem  to  be  largely  wasted,  if  measured  in  terms  of 
better  citizenship."  "History  courses,  as  now  foamd,  especially  in 
secondary  schools,  refiect  only  the  most  superficial  pedagogical 
organization."  "As  respects  both  aims  and  methods,  the  various 
courses  of  history  are  still  in  essential  respects  unexplored  terri- 
tory." ^'Both  historian  and  history  teacher  tend  to  organize  and 
interpret  the  sources  of  history  without  reference  to  the  signifi- 
cance or  applicability  of  these  to  the  problems  of  present  and  fu- 
ture social  life."  "History  teaching  fails  to  serve  as  an  instru- 
ment of  civic  education  in  the  secondary  schools  because  its  aims 
are  undefined  and  its  organization  and  study  are  pedagogically 
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unsound.''  These  statements  are  severe,  and  if  true  constitute  a 
serious  denunciation  of  the  ordinary  history  writer  and  history 
teacher. 

In  discussing  the  Reconstruction  of  History  Teaching  it  might 
be  well  to  arrange  what  we  have  to  say  under  three  headings^ 
namely, 

1.  The  Point  of  View, 

2.  Subject  Matter,  and 

3.  Results. 

I.     The  Paint  of  View. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  two  groi^ps  or  schools  of  history 
writers  and  history  teachers,  and  these  two  schools  are  radically 
and  sometimes  almost  unforgivingly  opposed  to  each  other.  The 
older  school,  which  may  be  termed  the  conservative,  reactionary,, 
stand-pat  school,  says  that  history  should  be  studied  for  history's 
sake.  Some  of  this  schools  say  diat  the  primary,  others  say  ti^t 
the  only  object  at  which  the  teacher  of  history  should  aim  is  to 
impart  as  much  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  past  as  possible ; 
that  the  function  of  history  teaching  is  not  to  enable  the  pupil  to 
understand  or  appreciate  his  social  environment  and  the  problems 
of  his  own  time.  These  say  that  jrach  a  function  is  wrong  because 
it  is  making  the  study  of  history  bear  almost  wholly  upon  the 
present  and  the  future, — wrong  because  it  is  always  drawing  at* 
tention  to  what  we  are  to  become.  And  as  history  teachers,  we  are 
not  to  be  concerned  about  the  present,  not  about  the  future.  In 
the  eyes  of  this  school  the  function  of  history  teaching  is  to  draw 
attention  to  things  that  have  been,  because  they  have  been.  We 
are  to  center  our  thoughts  in  the  life  that  was.  Study  the  facts  I 
Study  the  facts !  The  f act9  of  the  life  that  has  heeni  And  stop 
right  there. 

In  very  recent  years  another  school  of  history  writers  and  his- 
tory teachers  has  arisen,  which  may  be  termed  the  insurgent,  pro- 
gressive, radical  school.  The  point  of  view  of  this  school  is  funda- 
mentally different  from  the  view  point  of  the  older  schooL  The 
newer  school  says  study  the  past,  know  the  facts  of  the  past,  study 
the  things  that  have  been,  but  what  things  and  whyf  Just  because 
the  things  of-  the  past  have  heent  Just  because  we  wish  to  lay 
daim  to  being  "cultured",  "educated"  beings  ?    "No  1    No  1"  This 
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newer  school  says :  study  the  past,  but  donH  stop  ri^t  there.  Study 
the  past  not  simply  to  know  the  past  hecatise  it  is  the  past,  but 
study  the  past  so  as  to  know  how  the  present  has  come  to  be.  Don't 
stop  there  even,  says  this  recent  school,  but  go  a  step  further,  and 
study  the  present,  so  as  to  understand  the  life  that  now  is.  Study 
the  past  and  the  present  so  that  we  may  intelligently  analyze  the 
present  and  its  problems.  This  school  believes  that  historical 
facts  or  events  are  comparatively  of  little  value  unless  they  have 
a  bearing  upon  the  present  world  of  thought  and  action.  The  real 
function  of  history  teachings  according  to  the  new  school  is  to 
develop  constructive  and  interpretative  power  in  order  that  we 
may  rightly  judge  contemporaneous  problems,  movements,  insti- 
tutions, and  public  leaders.  We  are  to  study  history  not  for  his- 
tory's sake,  but  for  our  sake  and  for  our  children's  sake. 

To  illustrate  the  spirit  of  this  school,  it  is  their  contention  that 
it  is  wrong  to  send  forth  each  year  from  the  publicly  supported 
schools  into  the  life  of  the  public  a  multitude  of  youth  without 
useful  knowledge,  without  knowledge  of  American  government 
and  of  present-day  conditions,  without  knowledge  of  existing  social, 
economic,  and  political  evils,  without  knowledge  of  the  great  forces 
that  have  been  turning  this  old  world  upside  down  in  the  last 
twenty-five  years, — ^forces  that  have  caused  the  disintegration  of 
ancient  monarchies  and  established  republics  in  their  places; 
without  knowledge  of  the  evils  of  child  labor  and  life-robbing  con- 
ditions of  the  laboring  class;  without  knowledge  of  the  surging 
forces  that  are  causing  the  spread  of  Socialism  and  the  ideals  of 
the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World ;  without  knowledge  of  the 
wickedness  of  corrupt  politics  and  corrupt  business  methods.  This 
school  maintains  that  it  is  socially  criminal  to  send  forth  scores  of 
thousands  of  boys  and  girls  every  year  into  a  social  organism 
without  giving  them  an  imderstanding  of  the  essential  conditions 
and  needs  of  that  organism  when  it  is  crying  loud  for  intelligent 
and  true  leadership.  It  is  this  school  that  has  caused  within  the  last 
few  years  a  revolution  in  viewpoint,  selection  of  material,  and 
methods  of  history  teaching,  and  the  revolution  from  all  present 
indications,  is  spreading  with  great  rapidity.  It  is  this  school 
that  has  forced  to  the  front  the  question  of  the  reconstruction  of 
history  teaching. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  criticism,  the  newer  school  maintains 
that  there  are  other  fundamental  reasons  why  the  theory  of  his- 
tory teaching  of  the  older  school  should  be  modified  and  history 
teaching  reorganized.  (1)  One  of  these  reasons  is  that  the  re- 
sults of  history  teaching  according  to  the  other  theory  are  far 
from  satisfactory.  The  permanent  acquisitions  are  far  too  meager. 
In  the  study  of  the  minutiae  of  history  we  have  lost  history.  The 
residuum  has  not  justified  the  terrific  exertion  of  school  authori- 
ties and  school  teachers  and  the  huge  expense  to  which  the  public 
has  been  put  A  very  keen  observer  and  competent  judge  has 
said  that  he  thinks  that  boys  and  girls  do  not  remember  one-tenth 
of  one  per  cent  of  all  the  facts  they  are  asked  to  learn  in  the  his- 
tory courses.  Further  results  of  the  older  theory  are  that  the 
customary  way  of  teaching  history  has  a  deadening  and  ruinous 
effect  upon  the  interest  the  adolescent  would  naturally  have  in 
such  an  inherently  live  subject;  that  boys  and  girls  leave  our 
schools  after  spending  ten  or  twelve  years  in  them  almost  com- 
pletely out  of  touch  with  current  issues  and  problems,  knowing 
more  of  the  sixteenth  century  than  of  the  twentieth;  that  they 
have  almost  no  understanding  of  the  world  they  are  about  to  live 
in;  that  the  history  courses  usually  fail  to  make  pupils  think; 
that  the  public  is  not  getting  its  money's  worth. 

(2)  Then,  the  newer  school  says  that  the  older  way  of  teaching 
history  is  based  on  a  false  theory  of  culture,  that  theory  being  that 
culture  is  a  product  of  the  study  of  things  hoary  with  age.  Who 
says  that  is  the  way  to  get  culture  ?  Culture  ?  What  is  culture  ? 
Will  a  pupil  or  an  adult  receive  any  more  culture  in  studying 
the  recorded  deeds  of  old  military  chieftains  and  elaborate  de- 
scriptions of  old  tombs  than  he  would  receive  in  making  a  care- 
ful critical  study  of  the  Panama  Canal  tolls  repeal  bill  with  its  his- 
toric background  ?  Is  it  not  pertinent  to  ask  whether  we  have  not 
by  means  of  our  immemorial  conception  of  culture  developed  false 
ideals  of  culture,  hypocritical  ideals  of  culture  ? 

(3)  Again,  the  newer  school  says  that  the  old  theory  of  history 
teaching  from  a  truly  educational  view  point  rests  upon  a' psy- 
chologically unsound  basis.  From  the  standpoint  of  psychology  a 
pupil  will  not  and  cannot  learn  effectively,  and  what  he  learns 
will  not  remain  with  him  permanently  unless  he  has  direct  in- 
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terest  in  the  work  in  hand^  and  that  interest  must  be  an  interest 
similar  in  kind  to  that  which  he  has  in  sports.  Just  as  soon  as 
our  students  in  history  realize  that  the  subject  matter  has  a  di- 
rect bearing  upon  problems  of  vital  everyday  interest  they  will 
become  interested  in  history.  But  if  the  study  of  history  is  al- 
lowed to  mean  to  them  little  more  than  the  collecting  of  the  facts 
of  the  past  they  will  have  no  interest  in  collecting  the  facts.  They 
can  see  no  great  value  in  merely  collecting  facts.  They  had  rather 
play  ball,  because  they  can  see  some  use  in  doing  that  It  is 
Lowell,  I  believe,  who  says  that  **there  is  nothing  less  profitable 
than  scholarship  for  the  mere  sake  of  scholarship,  nor  anything 
more  wearisome  in  the  attainment.''  Pupils  know  that  they  are 
not  called  upon  to  live  in  the  ancient  or  mediaeval  world.  If,  how- 
ever, the  average  pupil  can  be  made  to  see  that  certain  phases  of 
the  ancient  world  and  of  the  mediaeval  world  have  directly  aflFected 
our  world,  he  not  only  will  become  interested,  but  he  will  also  re- 
member those  phases  of  the  past  to  his  dying  day.  If  he  can't  see 
this,  he  will  have  just  about  as  much  interest  in  the  study  of  history 
as  Mike  (of  whom  Professor  Muzzey  tells)  had  in  what  a  college 
professor  was  saying  about  Nero  to  a  class  of  settlement  boys.  The 
professor  was  telling  how  wicked  Nero  was,  how  he  kicked  his 
wife,  poisoned  his  courtiers,  killed  his  mother,  and  longed  to  sever 
the  heads  of  all  his  subjects.  Then  the  pjofessor  turned  to  Mike 
and  said:  ^^ell,  Mike,  what  do  you  think  of  this  man  Nero?" 
Mike  aroused  himself  sufficiently  to  drawl  out:  ^^Huh!  he  never 
done  nuthing  to  me."  The  psychology  of  the  older  school  of  his- 
tory teachers  is  wrong  because  the  intellectual  apparatus  of  the 
pupil  is  regarded  as  being  made  up  of  "mental  cold-storage  cham- 
bers" to  be  packed  full  of  amcorrelated,  inarticulate,  and  there- 
fore meaningless,  facts,  data,  and  statistics.  The  mind  of  a  pupil 
i?  not  a  "mental  cold-storage  house." 

(4)  Another  reason  why  the  theory  of  history  teaching  of  this 
school  should  be  abandoned  is  that  it  is  based  upon  an  educational 
ideal  of  a  bygone  age.  Almost  all  of  our  courses  in  history  and 
most  of  our  history  text  books  have  been  planned  specifically  to 
meet  an  aristocratic  ideal,  namely,  the  preparing  of  pupils  to  meet 
college  entrance  examinations.  Exceedingly  few  public  school 
pupils  ever  go  to  college.     Millions  upon  millions  of  those  who 
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have  gone  throng  the  public  schools  have  not  gone  to  college,  and 
we  are  educating  millions  these  days  who  will  never  go  further 
than  the  hi^  school.  Yet,  strange  to  saj,  we  write  history  and 
we  teach  history  just  as  though  every  one  was  going  to  college  t 
Think  of  it!  It  is  about  time  that  public  school  officials  and  pub- 
lic school  teachers  rose  up  in  rebellion  against  the  domination  of 
the  public  schools  from  above !  The  courses  in  history  should  be 
planned  not  to  meet  an  aristocratic  ideal,  but  to  meet  the  needs, 
of  a  democracy.  Free  public  schools  are  pledged  to  serve  the  com- 
munity. They  are  maintained  at  public  expense  for  public  bene- 
fit. Otherwise  the  public  would  not  employ  about  500,000  pub- 
lic servants  (school  teachers)  and  expend  every  year  nearly  $500,- 
000,000.  And  when  public  school  officials  and  teachers  feel  cer- 
tain that  a  departure  from  the  old  order  of  school  teaching  is  go- 
ing to  benefit  the  public  it  is  their  solemn  duty  to  make  the  change* 
In  addition,  the  history  course  should  be  so  transformed  as  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  a  new  and  complex  social  and  economic 
order.  A  new  age  is  upon  us  demanding  the  practical  appUcaUon 
of  the  study  of  the  past  to  the  needs  of  the  present.  Most  of  our 
history  text  books  were  written  for  one  age,  while  our  pupils  are 
living  in  another  age.  This  makes  the  books  dry,  uninteresting' 
and  impracticable.  It  is  said  that  we  have  made  greater  progress 
in  the  last  one  hundred  years  than  in  the  previous  three  thousand 
years.  And  the  nearer  we  come  to  1914  the  greater  is  the  scope 
and  the  intensity  of  progress.  Yet,  we  are  teaching  our  pupils 
but  little  of  the  recent  important  years.  As  some  one  has  put  it, 
^^the  text  books  usually  leave  off  about  the  time  the  student  was 
bom,  so  the  world  he  learns  about  is  not  the  world  he  lives  in." 
Such  a  condition  is  an  absurdity. 

The  newer  school  of  history  writers  and  history  teachers  main- 
tain, then,  that  there  are  at  least  these  five  capital  reasons  for  the 
reconstruction  of  history  teaching,  namely,  (1)  that  history  should 
be  taught  not  for  history's  sake,  but  for  our  sake  and  our  diil- 
dren's  sake;  (2)  that  the  results  of  the  older  theory  of  history 
teaching  are  decidedly  omsatisf actory ;  (3)  that  the  older  view  is 
based  on  a  false  theory  of  culture;  (4)  that  from  a  truly  educa- 
tional point  of  view  the  old  theory  rests  upon  a  psychologically 
unsound  basis;  and  (5)  that  it  is  based  upon  an  educational  ideal 
of  a  bygone  age. 
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11.    Subject  Matter. 

So  much  for  the  point  of  view.  What  should  we  have  for  sub- 
ject matter?  Considerable  has  abeady  been  implied.  Briefly 
stated,  the  subject  matter  which  has  been  studied  in  the  past  would 
be  cut  down  so  that  what  has  been  done  in  four  years  would  now  be 
done  in  three  years,  and  still  not  leave  out  any  comparatively  im- 
portant matter*  The  process  would  be  that  of  eliminating  all  that 
is  comparatively  worthless  from  the  standpoint  of  culture,  from 
the  standpoint  of  what  the  ordinary  man  ever  needs  to  know,  and 
from  the  standpoint  of  articulating  the  past  with  the  life  of  today. 

There  are  but  few  really  and  deeply  significant  movements,  in- 
stitutions, and  men  in  the  history  of  any  nation.  And  the  further 
back  we  go  in  history,  the  fewer  big  things  do  we  find  that  have  a 
bearing  on  the  present  world  of  thought  and  action.  Such  things 
would  receive  serious  and  intensive  study.  Thus  content  would 
be  put  into  those  things  that  are  worth  while,  and  it  would  be 
rather  difficult  to  forget  them.  Put  in  another  way^  this  process 
of  elimination  means  that  considerably  less  time  would  be  given 
to  pre-nineteenth  century  European  and  American  history,  and 
much  more  time  given  to  the  study  of  history  from  the  nineteenth 
century  to  the  present  day,  the  last  twenty  years  of  European  and 
American  history  receiving  considerable  attention.  BtU  the  course 
of  history  throughout  should  he  thoroughly  modernized.  Notice 
how  some  of  our  very  recent  history  text  book  writers  have  phrased 
this  idea  in  their  prefaces. 

(1)  "It  is  doubtful  if  a  text  book  should  give  room  to  any  in- 
cident which  the  student  cannot  articulate  with  the  life  of  today. 
This  accounts  for  the  omission  of  many  names  and  events  com- 
monly found  in  text  books."    West:  Revised  Ancient  World. 

(2)  "In  the  selection  of  these  essentials,  many  details  for- 
merly deemed  vital  to  a  knowledge  of  history  have  been  purposely 
omitted  in  an  attempt  to  mirror  the  customs  and  life  of  the  peo- 
ple and  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  great  economic,  social,  and 
early  modem  times,  always  having  in  mind  their  influence  on 
present  civilization."  Howe:  Essentials  in  Early  European  His- 
tory. 

(3)  "In  conformity  with  what  is  now  the  established  ten- 
dency, greater  emphasis  has  been  put  on  the  events  of  our  own 
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time  than  on  those  of  former  ages.  It  is  now  generally  recognized 
that  a  leading  aim  of  the  study  of  history  is  to  enable  one  to  un- 
derstand the  world  of  today.-'  Harding:  New  Mediaeval  and 
Modem  History. 

(4)  "This  volume  represents  the  newer  tendencies  in  histori- 
cal writing.  Emphasis  is  given  to  those  factors  in  our  national 
development  which  appeal  'to  us  as  most  vital  from  the  standpoint 
of  today.  The  most  immistakable  advantage  of  historical  study 
is  to  explain  prevailing  conditions  and  institutions  by  showing 
how  they  have  come  about  This  is  our  best  way  to  understand 
the  present  and  be  in  a  position  to  participate  intelligently  in  the 
solution  of  the  great  social  and  political  problems  we  face.  AU 
minor  and  uncorrelated  matters  have  been  boldly  omitted  on  the 
ground  that  they  make  no  permanent  impression  on  the  student's 
mind  and  serve  only  to  confuse  and  blur  the  larger  issues."  Muz- 
zey:  American  History. 

(5)  "The  purpose  of  this  manual  is  to  narrate  the  history  of 
the  past  in  such  a  fashion  as  to  help  make  plain  the  events  and 
problems  of  our  world.  It  has  been  the  authors'  ever-conscious 
aim  to  enable  the  reader  to  catch  up  with  his  own  times."  Bobin- 
aon  and  Beard:  Outlines  of  European  History.    Part  11. 

(6)  "I  have  sought  to  furnish  a  background  for  the  leading 
issues  of  current  politics  and  to  enlist  the  interest  of  the  student 
in  the  history  of  the  most  wonderful  period  in  American  develop- 
ment. It  is  showing  no  disrespect  to  our  ancestors  to  be  as  much 
interested  in  our  age  as  they  were  in  theirs ;  and  the  doctrine  that 
we  can  know  more  about  Andrew  Jackson  whom  we  have  not  seen 
than  about  Theodore  Boosevelt  whom  we  have  seen^  is  a  pernicious 
psychological  error."  Charles  A.  Beard:  Contemporary  Ameri- 
can History. 

Thus  you  see  we  have  authors  now  writing  history  text  books 
whose  great  desire  is  to  get  our  boys  and  girls  to  intelligently  ap- 
preciate the  background  of  present  problems  and  issues. 

But  it  is  necessary  to  take  one  step  more  before  the  process  of 
the  rqgonstruction  of  history  teaching  is  complete.  It  is  this:  the 
time  saved  by  eliminating  all  that  is  comparatively  worthless  from 
our  history  courses  should  be  devoted  to  very  pracHcal  study 
of  (1)  civics,  (2)  the  policies,  beliefs,  and  platforms  of  our  prea- 
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ent  political  parties^  and  (3)  present  problems  and  issues^  usually 
termed  current  events.  A'  course  composed  of  these  three  ele- 
ments could  very  appropriately  be  termed  a  Course,  in  Citizenship. 
Civics  is  almost  lost  in  the  history  courses.  It  should  receive 
much  more  attention  than  it  is  receiving^  and  if  this  were  rightly 
done  such  a  study  would  aid  greatly  in  causing  our  pupils  to  un- 
derstand present-day  politics  and  current  problems.  Too  many 
teachers  of  history  do  not  appreciate  how  tremendously  important 
it  is  that  the  20,000,000  attending  our  various  public  and  semi- 
public  schools  .understand  political  parties  and  their  beliefs.  Nearly 
all  appointments,  nearly  all  questions  coming  before  the  city, 
state  and  national  legislatures  are  settled  on  political  party  lines. 
In  the  Federal  service  there  are  said  to  be  nearly  400,000  posi- 
tions to  which  appointments  are  made  directly  or  indirectly  by  the 
president  and  members  of  his  cabinet,  and  tiie  salaries  connected 
with  these  aggregate  probably  at  least  $200,000,000.  Add  to  these 
the  positions  in  our  states,  cities  and  towns  and  the  sum  total  is 
staggering.  And  these,  with  those  elected  by  political  parties,  are 
the  men  that  determine  the  kind  of  a  political  world  in  which 
we  must  live.  Our  government  from  top  to  bottom  is  dis- 
tinctively a  party  government.  Yet,  there  is  scarcely  a  boy  or 
girl  leaving  our  schools  soon  to  take  up  the  privilege  of  the  fran- 
chise who  could  tell  the  diflPerences  between  the  present  political 
parties.  They  are  to  leave  our  schools  to  live  in  a  democracy  gov- 
erned by  politics,  knowing  comparatively  nothing  of  the  politics 
of  that  democracy.  And  the  thing  that  is  so  exasperating  to 
some  teachers  of  history  is  that  the  great  body  of  teachers  them- 
selves have  no  prickings  of  conscience  in  sending  high  school  boys 
and  girls  out  into  the  twentieth  century  with  a  more  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  round  vaulted  tombs  of  Mycenae  than  they 
have  knowledge  of  the  beliefs  of  our  political  leaders  and  political 
parties.  Our  newspaper  editors  chide  and  scold  because  the  pub- 
lic is  so  careless  about  legislative  doings.  But  how  can  we  expect 
anything  else  when  the  only  institution  in  the  United  States  with 
the  facilities  is  keeping  the  young  citizens  of  the  land  from  under- 
standing legislative  doings  ?  The  history,  the  policies,  the  beliefs, 
the  platforms,  of  all  our  leading  parties  should  receive  careful 
study.    The  future  effect  of  such  a  study  on  the  American  electo- 
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rate  cannot  be  overestimatecL  The  foreign  element  in  our  nation 
needs  this  political  instruction  in  particular  before  the  Tanunanj 
organizations  everywhere  impart  to  them  biased,  partisan,  and 
<X)rrupt  political  ideas. 

Every  high  school,  academy,  and  college  in  the  United  States 
ahould  be  doing  in  current  problems  what  we  are  doing  in  the 
Hope  Street  High  School,  or  something  quite  similar.  Every  week 
^very  senior  and  every  jimior  in  the  English  department  is  re- 
quired to  keep  a  current  event  note  book  in  which  he  must  arrange 
for  the  week  ten  current  events  under  the  three  headings  (1) 
local  events;  (2)  national  events;  (3)  international  and  foreign 
■events.  The  substance  of  the  events  must  be  written  out  and  the 
references  given.  And  in  addition  to  this  work  we  have  studied 
and  discussed  in  class  this  year  among  other  topics  the  following: 
(1)  Tammany  Hall;  (2)  ihe  Governor's  Address;  (3)  the  May- 
or's Address;  (4)  the  milk  situation  in  Providence  and  the  new 
milk  bill;  (5)  the  proposed  subway  system  for  Providence;  (6) 
the  election  of  a  police  commissioner  for  Providence;  (7)  All 
of  President  Wilson's  messages;  (8)  the  new  tariff;  (9)  Uie  new 
currency  law;  (10)  the  Panama  Canal  tolls  question;  (11)  the 
income  tax  law;  (12)  our  Mexican  policy;  (13)  the  work  of 
Lloyd  George  in  England;  (14)  Ulster  and  Irish  Home  Eule; 
(15)  and  the  militant  suffraget  movement  in  England  compared 
with  the  woman  suffrage  movement  in  the  United  States.  In  con- 
sidering such  questions  our  pupils  learn  practical  civics,  legisla- 
tive doings,  become  interested  in  the  fundamental  issues  of  today, 
and  ask  questions  of  a  practical  nature.  Such  study  is  an  excel- 
lent preparation  for  college  as  well  as  for  life,  because  of  the 
stimulating  effect  on  the  mind. 

Those  who  stand  for  the  reconstruction  of  history  teaching  sug- 
gest that  the  courses  in  history  be  arranged  somewhat  according 
to  the  following  units:  (Compare  Bulletin  No.  41,  U.  S.  Bureau 
of  Education,  1913,  pp  16-24.) 

L  For  the  first  year,  European  history  to  about  1700  (Eng- 
land included,  of  course.) 

2.  For  the  second  year,  European  history  since  about  1700 
(including  contemporary  civilizations.) 

3.  For  ihe  third  year,  United  States  history  since  1760  to  the 
latest  presidential  election. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Reconstruction  of  History  Teaching         635 

4.     Fop  the  fourth  year,  a  course  in  citizenship  qomposed  of 
civics,  practical  politics  and  current  (problems)  events. 
HL    BesuUs. 

In  conclusion,  what  would  be  some  of  the  fundamental  benefits 
of  such  a  reconstruction  of  history  teaching? 

1.  It  will  dissipate  the  idea  tiiat  history  is  a  matter  of  the 
j)ast  only  and  therefore  a  dead  subject.  This  new  living  way  of 
teaching  history  will  put  flesh  on  old  dry  bones  and  breathe  life 
into  the  dead. 

2.  It  will  coirelate  the  work  of  the  school  room  more  truly 
^th  life.  One  of  the  most  lamentable  things  about  the  topics  of 
the  school  room  is  that  they  are  so  confessedly  isolated  from  our 
^very  day  living.  How  much  time  for  instance  have  you  spent 
this  week  out  in  society  talking  about  John  Milton's  Minor  Poems, 
the  iota  subscript,  the  ablative  absolute,  Achilles,  or  Cerberus? 
Such  subjects  are  all  right  as  far  as  they  go,  but  they  should  be 
subordinated  to  the  things  more  akin  to  our  every  day  needs. 

3.  It  will  give  our  pupils  something  worth  while  to  talk  about, 
and  bring  the  school  and  the  home  in  closer  relationship  to  each 
other.  To  do  this  is  to  render  a  really  valuable  social  service. 
The  utter  barrenness  of  the  conversation  of  school  children  after 
ten  or  twelve  years  of  training  in  our  public  schools  is  a  matter  to 
he  deeply  regretted. 

4.  It  would  give  our  pupils  a  modem  vocabulary  which  they 
so  much  need.  Much  of  the  vocabulary  of  a  first  class  editor  or 
magazine  contributor  is  a  Chinese  puzzle  to  the  average  young 
American.  To  my  astonishment  I  found  that  there  were  about 
twenty  common  political  terms  used  by  President  Wilson  in  one 
-of  his  messages  which  most  of  the  senior  class  in  American  history 
failed  to  understand.  They  were  just  the  words  too,  one  should 
know  in  order  to  get  the  meaning  of  the  message.  I  believe  the 
average  teacher  scarcely  thinks  of  this  very  serious  matter.  If 
for  no  other  reason  than  this,  the  magazines  should  be  used  liber- 
ally in  the  study  of  current  problems. 

5.  It  will  make  our  pupils  think  and  give  them  practice  with 
ideas  that  require  controversy,  differences  of  view,  balance  of 
reasons,  and  suspension  of  judgment.  It  will  make  them  see 
that  there  are  two  sides  to  a  question,  teach  them  the  art  of  cour- 
4;eous  disagreement,  and  tend  to  make  them  open-minded. 
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6.  It  will  enable  the  young  American  to  understand  the 
pressing  problems  of  the  time  and  aid  in  equipping  him  to  help 
solve  ihem.  This  means  that  he  will  be  better  able  to  judge  ri^tly 
contemporaneous  movements,  institutions  and  leaders.  And  in 
doipg  this  we  shall  be  accomplishing  the  real  function  of  our  pub- 
lic schools,  which  is,  to  enable  each  individual  to  make  the  most 
of  himself,  and  at  the  same  time  make  it  possible  for  him  to  con- 
tribute intelligently  toward  public  well-being. 

As  partial  practical  proof  of  these  conclusions  let  me  submit  to 
you  some  excerpts  from  an  unexpected  examination  to  seniors  on 
the  question:  ^^Why  should  high  school  pupils  study  current  prob- 
lems V^  In  answer  to  this  question  the  pupils  in  my  classes  say 
that  the  study  of  current  problems  is  important  because — 

1.  It  not  only  keeps  us  informed  as  to  what  is  going  on,  but  it 
makes  me  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  find  out  what  is  going  on  in 
our  city,  our  state,  our  nation,  and  among  the  nations. 

2.  It  gives  us  the  different  views  held  by  different  writers  on 
a  particular  question,  and  forces  one  to  draw  his  own  conclusions. 

3.  It  gets  one  into  the  habit  of  reading  about  important  topics, 
a  habit  that  is  pretty  hard  to  get  rid  of,  and  one  that  we  don't 
want  to  get  rid  of. 

4.  It  increases  one's  vocabulary. 

5.  It  lets  us  know  who  our  distinguished  men  are  and  why 
they  believe  as  they  doj 

6.  By  it  we  find  out  what  is  going  on  in  foreign  countries  and 
we  are  diown  the  attitude  of  those  countries  toward  us,  and  our 
attitude  toward  them. 

7.  It  reveals  the  needs  of  our  city,  state  and  nation. 

8.  It  gives  us  a  whole  lot  we  would  otherwise  miss,  because  of 
an  inclination  not  to  look  such  things  up  unless  asked  to  do  so. 

9.  It  makes  of  us  more  intelligent  citizens  and  better  future 
voters. 

10.  It  not  only  makes  history  study  more  interesting,  but  it 
also  helps  us  in  English  and  declamation. 

11.  It  makes  me  think  whether  L  want  to  or  not 

12.  I  am  not  dumb  when  I  hear  older  persons  discussing  the 
topics  of  the  day.  And  it  enables  me  to  join  in  conversation  with 
my  father  and  brother. 
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13.  It  pleases  my  parents  when  they  see  that  I  am  able  to 
talk  about  something  worth  while,  instead  of  fashions  and  parties. 

14.  It  offers  to  each  pupil  a  chance  to  express  his  own  opinion, 
^hich  opportunity  is  not  given  to  him  in  other  courses. 

15.  Now  I  can  read  the  news  columns,  editorials,  and  maga- 
.zine  articles  with  intelligence  and  delight 

How  can  we  adults  be  so  frozen,  so  glued,  to  some  ancient  theory 
^f  history  teaching  and  do  our  young  people  so  great  a  wrong  as 
to  question  whether  history  ought  to  be  taught  in  this  new  living 
way  ?  When  we  withhold  from  the  boys  and  girls  of  our  lai^d  such 
valuable  information  and  training,  we  are  at  the  same  time  with- 
liolding  from  the  public  a  more  intelligent  and  effective  citizenship. 
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Samuel  Buenett  Howe,  Depaetment  op  Histobt  and' 
Economics,  South  Side  High  School,  Newaek,  N.  J. 

FEAR  my  ideas  on  this  subject  are  as  muddled  as 
those  of  one  of  my  boys  who  gravely  stated  that 
Mr.  Wilson  received  over  400  votes  in  the  "electri- 
cal college,"  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  answer,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  any  questions  to  clear  up  par- 
ticular points.  We  are  meeting  today  as  teachers 
of  history,  whether  we  all  are  such  or  no.  Un- 
doubtedly, when  we  have  finished,  the  question  of 
history  teaching,  its  content,  its  method,  its  past  and  its  future 
will  be  settled  for  all  time.  Hasn't  it  been  settled  every  year,  defi- 
nitely, finally,  by  this  conference,  that  committee,  the  other  sylla- 
bus? But  in  all  seriousness,  is  not  this  fiuidity  to  be  desired? 
Can  we  predicate  the  needs  of  the  next  decade?  Can  we  even 
utter  an  ultimatum  to  the  Huertist  pedagogical  armies  of  the 
now?  At  most  we  can  familiarize  ourselves  with  the  history  of 
history  teaching,  as  laid  down  where  all  who  run  may  read,  and 
hear  recounted  for  the  hundredth  time  the  various  little  tricks  of 
the  trade,  the  argot  of  that  precious  illuminator  of  the  youth — the 
teacher  of  history.  But  we  can  be  proud  of  our  chosen  work.  For 
what  is  the  chief  end  of  man  in  the  pedagogical  shorter 
catechism  if  it  be  not  to  train  for  citizenship  ?  And  in  what  field 
of  education  can  be  found  a  shorter  cut  to  true  patriotism  than 
through  the  field  of  history,  sane,  sensible  history,  divested  of  its 
bloody  wars  and  scandalous  doings  of  king  and  hierarch,  and 
packed  full  of  the  joy  and  intensity  and  service  of  peoples  strug- 
gling upward  toward  freedom  and  rational  living.  What  can  bet- 
ter train  for  citizenship  than  the  study  of  the  lives  of  great  citizens 
of  the  world,  or  of  the  evolution  of  the  nation  of  which  we  are  a 
part.  Does  it  not  help  the  growing  mind  to  solve  its  problems  by 
learning  how.  other  people  have  met  the  same  conditiona  and  have 
mastered  them  ? 
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I  am  but  carrying  coals  to  Newcastle  in  reviewing  the  evolution 
of  liistory  in  the  elementary  school  curriculum.    Most  of  us  have 
painful  and  weary  recollections  of  such  elementary  school  history 
as  was  the  accepted  order  of  the  ancient  days.    Do  you  recall  those 
familiar  friends  of  the  past,  the  text  books  of  a  musty  vintage, 
with  their  crude  wood-cuts,  their  impossible  English  construc- 
tion, their  gloating  descriptions  of  war,  their  neatly  tied-up  para- 
graphs concerning  the  administration  of  this  president  and  that 
president,  their  lists  of  "Important  Dates",  and  their  other  en- 
dearing and  enduring  features  ?    So  much  for  the  method,  "from 
page  345  to  page  353,  and  commit  to  memory  all  matter  in  black 
type,''  and  now  for  the  place  in  the  course.    Well,  most  schools  of 
the  approved  small  town  size,  expected  that  their  grfl:duates  would 
complete  such  history  study,  wherever  the  heavily  burdened  teacher 
could  fit  it  in,  usually  in  the  last  common  school  grade,  or  in  the 
academies.    By  1876  American  history  was  taught  to  some  extent 
in  the  last  grammar  grade  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  by  1880  it 
was  commonly  taught  in  the  eighth  or  ninth  grade  throughout  the 
East,  but  at  the  same  time,  nine  times  as  many  pupils  were  taking 
geography  as  history.    The  famous  Madison  Conference  in  1891 
brought  forth  the  Committee  of  Ten,  which  favored  courses  of  at 
least  three  periods  weekly  during  the  four  upper  grammar  grades ; 
the  first  two  of  these  years  were  to  be  devoted  to  biography  and 
mythology,  the  last  two  to  American  and  to  Greek  and  Roman  his- 
tory.   Further  recommendations  were  to  the  effect  that  the  work 
should  be  correlated  with  English,  Greek,  and  Latin,  and  geo- 
graphy, and  that  some  collateral  reading  should  be  done.    Strong 
emphasis  was  laid  upon  the  value  of  historical  study  for  training. 
This  report  was  criticized  because  it  gave  no  direction  as  to  se- 
lection of  material,  and  because  it  failed  to  take  into  account  the 
ethical  value  of  the  subject. 

In  1894,  a  Committee  of  Fifteen  of  the  Department  of  Superin- 
tendence of  the  ]^.  E.  A.  reported  in  favor  of  the  study  of  Ameri- 
can history  with  a  text  book,  beginning  with  the  seventh  grade, 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  followed  by  a  semester  of  civics ;  this  formal 
study  to  be  preceeded  with  general  European  history  courses  of 
one  hour  weekly  in  all  grades.  These  recommendations  were  not 
generally  adopted. 
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In  1899,  came  the  recommendations  of  the  'New  England  His- 
tory Teachers'  Association  that  work  in  history  below  the  secondary 
school  be  divided  into  two  groups  in  the  elementary  grades  from 
the  second  to  the  fifth,  ^^the  elements  of  Grecian,  Soman,  and 
Norse  mythologies,  stories  and  biographies  from  Hebrew,  Grecian, 
Boman,  English,  and  American  history, — chiefly  told  or  read  by 
the  teacher" ;  in  the  grammar  grades,  English  and  American  his- 
tory from  text  books. 

The  School  of  Education,  University  of  Chicago,  then  the  Chi- 
cago Institute,  brought  forward  a  radically  different  plan  based  on 
the  culture  epoch  theory.  This  plan  urged  that  each  step  of  the 
course  must  follow  the  child's  experiences  and  show  the  corre- 
sponding experiences  of  man.  By  the  time  the  child  has  reached 
the  fifth  grade,  he  has  been  shown  the  industrial  and  social  activi- 
ties of  his  community,  and  has  been  led  to  question  how  these  came 
into  being.  In  the  fifth  grade  he  studies  the  history  of  his  locality, 
and  goes  thence  to  the  history  of  the  colonies.  In  the  sixth,  he 
goes  back  to  the  period  of  discovery,  and  to  the  history  of  the 
cities  and  coimtries  concerned  in  these  ventures.  In  the  seventh, 
he  traces  familiar  institutions  from  classical  times  to  the  Benais- 
sance,  while  in  the  eighth,  beginning  with  present  social  phenom- 
ena, he  is  shown  how  they  came  about  An  excellent  set  of  ele- 
mentary histories  is  in  process  of  completion  somewhat  along 
these  lines,  written  by  Miss  Katharine  Dopp,  and,  if  you  will 
pardon  the  personal  tone  in  this  paper,  I  can  vouch  for  the  useful- 
ness of  the  idea,  as  I  am  training  my  three  youngsters  in  the 
"Children's  Hour,  between  the  dark  and  the  daylight,"  by  reading 
with  them  these  books,  to  our  mutual  delight. 

A  Committee  of  Twelve  of  the  National  Educational  Associa- 
tion has  recommended  a  definite  program  in  history  for  rural 
schools,  consisting  of  four  groups,  each  group  corresponding  to 
two  school  years.  The  first  three  groups  include  legends,  stories, 
and  biographies:  the  fourth  group,  selected  topics  of  general  his- 
tory, and  American  history. 

To  come  down  to  more  recent  recommendations,  we  have  yet 
to  consider  the  reports  of  the  Committees  of  Seven  and  of  Eight 
of  the  American  Historical  Association.  The  former  outlined  the 
course  of  study  for  the  grades  as  follows : 
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Grade  III.  Stories  from  the  great  folk  sagas^  such  as  the  Iliad^ 
Odyssey,  Aeneid,  Nibelungenlied,  and  the  stories  of  Arthur,  Ro- 
land, and  Hiawatha. 

Grade  IV.  Biographies  of  prominent  historical  persons  of 
Greece,  Eome,  Germany,  France,  England,  Southern  Europe, 
Northern  Europe,  and  America. 

Grade  V.     Greek  and  Eoman  history  to  about  800  A.  D. 

Grade  VI.     Medieval  and  Modem  history. 

Grade  VII.     English  history. 

Grade  VIII.     American  history. 

In  the  upper  grades,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  order  is  chrono- 
logical, and  that  there  is  no  effort  to  teach  the  field  of  most  in- 
terest to  each.  The  committee  thought  more  of  presenting  the 
continuous  story  than  of  adapting  the  work  to  the  pupils  who  are 
supposed  to  do  it. 

May  I  interpolate  here,  by  way  of  comparison,  the  excellent 
course  worked  out  by  C.  A.  McMurry  in  "Special  Method  in 
History." 

Grade  III.  Christmas  and  Thanksgiving  celebrations, 
Washington's  Birthday,  local  history,  Indian  life  and  remains, 
the  different  peoples  in  the  community  and  the  homeland  of  each. 

Grade  IV.  Discoverers  and  explorers.  Pioneers  of  their  own 
state. 

Grade  V.  European  explorers  in  America,  and  Western 
stories;  European  history,  Spanish  and  Portuguese  stories,  Eng- 
lish and  Scottish  stories. 

.   Grade  VI.     European  history,  Persian  Wars,  Punic  Wars,  Co- 
lonial history  in  America. 

Grade  VII.  The  reformation  in  Germany  and  Europe,  the 
Puritan  revolution,  Louis  XIV  and  the  French  monarchy,  Ameri- 
can history  from  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  to  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  constitution. 

Grade  VIII.  European  history  (a  few  selected  topics)  ;  Amer- 
ican history  from  the  ratification  of  the  constitution  to  the  present 
While  holding  no  brief  for  this  course  of  study,  may  I  point 
out  certain  advantages  ?  It  strives  to  relate  history  to  the  natural 
interests  of  the  child.  In  the  earlier  grades  children  are  inter- 
ested in  little  else  than  biography,  but  by  the  time  that  they  have 
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reached  the  sixth  grade  they  begin  to  comprehend  the  growth  po- 
litically of  their  own  oount^.  The  Master's  success  as  a  Teacher 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  He  used  parables  to  illustrate  the  greatest 
truths.  He  was  dealing  with  a  childlike  folk,  as  are  we,  and  it  is 
not  irreverent  to  state  that  we  can  well  model  our  courses  accord- 
ingly. 

With  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Eight  of  the  American 
Historical  Association  I  assume  that  you  are  all  completely  fa- 
miliar. !N'ine  years  ago  a  conference  of  that  association  was  held 
to  consider:  (1)  Suggestions  for  a  course  of  study  in  history  for 
the  elementary  schools;  (2)  The  preparation  desirable  for  the 
teacher  in  these  schools.  From  this  conference  came  the  Com- 
mittee of  Eight,  representative  teachers  of  history  in  coUeges, 
normal  and  elementary,  private  and  public  schools,  which  investi- 
gated the  subjects  under  discusion  with  great  thorou^mess.  It 
was  ascertained  that  almost  two-thirds  of  the  typical  schools  of 
the  coimtry,  whatever  that  may  mean,  gave  some  work  in  history 
in  each  of  the  years  before  the  high  school,  but  that  this  work  was 
heterogeneous,  badly  organized,  and  far  from  skillfully  tau^t  In 
an  attempt  to  remedy  these  conditions  the  committee  made  the 
following  recommendations : 

History  teaching  in  the  elementary  schools  should  be  focused 
aroimd  American  history,  its  civilization,  its  institutions,  and  its 
traditions.  This  necessitates  a  study  of  the  European  background 
of  American  history  as  well.    The  program  follows : 

Grade  1.  American  history  connected  with  national  holidays, 
as,  for  instance,  the  study  of  the  Indians  and  of  the  Pilgrims  in 
connection  with  Indian  summer  and  Thanksgiving,  and  of  Wash- 
ington and  later  colonial  conditions  in  connection  with  Washing- 
ton's birthday.    Also,  history  connected  with  local  events. 

Grade  2.  Again  in  connection  with  holidays  and  local  events, 
but  amplified. 

Grade  3.  Pictures  of  historical  scenes  and  persons  in  differ- 
ent ages. 

Grade  4.  Historical  scenes  and  persons  in  American  history, 
to  the  Revolution. 

Grade  5.  Historical  scenes  and  persons  in  American  history, 
from  the  Revolution. 
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Grade  6.  Topics  to  show,  (1)  geographical  facts  relating  to 
discoveries,  (2)  the  relation  between  the  emigration  to  America 
and  earlier  movements  of  peoples,  (3)  the  beginnings  and  origins 
of  American  civilization,  (4)  what  the  names  "England'',  "Spain", 
"Holland",  and  "France"  mean. 

Grade  7.  The  settlements  and  growth  of  the  colonies  in  con- 
nection with  the  European  background,  through  the  Eevolution. 

Grade  8.  The  constitutional  period,  westward  expansion, 
the  political,  social,  and  industrial  development  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  growth  of  modem  Europe,  to  such  a  degree  as  is 
necessary  for  an  imderstanding  of  our  own  history. 

So  much  for  their  outline.  But  listen  to  this  astonishing 
statement — Fundam&ivlal  also,  is  the  proposition  thai  we  offer  in 
each  of  the  several  years  ons  distinct  portion  of  our  country's  his- 
tory; that  we  present  this  fully  and  finally  as  far  as  the  history 
teaching  in  the  elementary  school  goes;  that  we  avoid  the  recur- 
rence in  successive  years  of  subject  matter  that  has  once  been 
outlined  for  the  elementary  pupils. 

I  say  astonishing,  for  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  see  this  very 
proposition,  which  is  termed  fundamental,  in  their  syllabus.  How- 
ever, the  especially  useful  feature  of  this  plan  is  the  evaluation  of 
the  topics  contained.  Their  fundamental  aim  can  be  obtained 
better  by  following  out  the  course  outlined  by  the  Committee  of 
Seven,  or  by  the  course  soon  to  be  promulgated  by  the  state  of 
New  Jersey. 

The  latter  course  assumes  a  close  correlation  between  history, 
geography,  and  civics.  Indeed  these  constitute  a  perfect  trilogy. 
Further  correlation  is  made  between  literature  and  drawing  and 
history.  Before  the  sixth  grade  history  is  to  be  developed  through 
literature,  with  a  certain  amoimt  of  obligation  to  the  national 
holiday,  biographical,  and  folk-tale  elements  of  the  other  syllabi. 
Beginning  with  the  sixth  grade,  history  joins  forces  definitely  with 
geography,  continuing  this  league  of  mutual  offense  and  defense 
until  the  middle  of  the  seventh  grade  is  reached.  Then  American 
history  through  the  revolution  is  taught  The  first  half  of  the 
eighth  grade  is  given  up  to  American  history  from  the  constitu- 
tional formation  period  to  the  present  day,  together  with  sufficient 
European  background*     In  the  last  half  of  the  eighth  grade^ 
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community  dvics  comes  into  its  own,  very  properly.  On  examin- 
ing this  course  it  will  be  found  to  bear  scmie  resemblance  to  that 
advocated  by  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  of  the  Department  of  Su- 
perintendence. In  other  words  we  are  going  around  the  circle. 
Did  I  say  at  the  outset  that  I  rejoice  in  this  fluidity  ?  Before  I 
leave  this  phase  of  the  subject  may  I  say  that  for  those  schools 
who  wish  to  follow  a  sane,  definite,  non-repetitive  course,  Pro£ 
S.  B.  Harding's  delightful  little  books  furnish  a  soul-satisfying 
outline. 

I  do  not  wish  to  presume  too  much  on  your  patience,  by  stating 
what  is  done  in  the  foreign  schools.  In  a  way,  I  think  we  should 
care  little  for  the  glorification  of  the  HohenzoUem  family  in- 
dulged in  by  the  German  courses  of  study,  yet  it  lb  instructive  to 
note  that  England,  France  and  Germany  alike  recognize  the  ne- 
cessity of  presenting  elementary  history  mainly  through  its  local 
application,  and  by  biographical  studies. 

A  brief  word  as  to  method,  and  I  am  done.  In  the  upper  ele- 
mentary grades  all  our  history  should  be  tau^t  from  its  rational, 
rather  than  its  factual  side.  In  the  former  it  is  necessary  to 
know  not  only  what  happened,  but  why  it  happened.  Below 
the  seventh  grade  little  will  be  accomplished  by  attempting  to 
show  cause  and  result  Here  the  personage  and  the  picture  are 
all  important  to  the  child.  In  the  upper  grades  the  child  must  be 
led  to  feel  that  each  happening  came  from  some  incompleteness  in 
previous  conditions,  that  when  this  incompleteness  lb  sensed,  an 
attempt  has  been  made  to  correct  it.  This  attempt,  in  turn,  leads 
to  new  conditions,  and  these  also  have  their  defects,  and  thus  may 
be  developed  the  continuity  of  history,  the  ceaseless  play  of  cause 
and  effect  By  this  method  the  immediate  interest  of  the  child  is  at 
once  aroused  and  sustained.  It  is  like  the  eternal  ^'To  be  con- 
tinued in  our  next"  at  which  we  ever  chafe,  but,  Uke  hungry  ani- 
mals, return  at  the  next  feeding.  A  splendid  treatment  of  this 
subject  will  be  foimd  in  the  book  by  Prof.  Charters,  "Teaching 
the  Common  Branches",  published  by  Messrs.  Houston,  Mifflin, 
and  Company.  There  should  be  definiteness  of  assignment  How 
many  splendid  classes  have  gone  stale  throng  the  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  to  show  them  exactly  what  he  expected  them 
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to  do  for  the  next  time.  Then  let  the  pupil  do  the  work.  Visit 
class  room  after  class  room,  anywhere,  today,  next  week,  in  spite 
of  all  that  has  been  written,  said,  and  done,  and  you  will  find  us. 
all  lecturing,  pouring  out,  embellishing,  carrying  all  the  loads  on 
our  shoulders  in  our  frenzied  desire  to  pull  along  the  plastic  mind,, 
or  to  fill  it  full.  Let  the  pupil  do  the  work.  You  know  what  I 
mean.  We  are  not  lazy.  Accuse  us  of  it,  if  you  dare,  you  man  in 
the  street,  you  city  father  who  rushes  up  to  the  city  superintend- • 
ent  with  a  protest  against  his  son  being  taught  civics,  (community 
civics)  on  the  groimd  that  he  knows  all  that  is  necessary  for  the 
family  to  know  about  how  to  run  the  city. 

What  if  you  can't  complete  a  text  book,  or  outline  in  the  time 
alloted  ?  WTiat  is  more  vital  is  that  you  teach  the  child  how  tO' 
study,  and  then  how  to  grow.  You  ask  me  "With  the  facts  he  has 
thus  obtained?"  ]N"o  indeed,  but  rather  how  to  grow  with  th& 
consciousness  of  being  able  to  handle  life's  problems  as  they  pre- 
sent themselves.  Learn  to  do  by  doing.  I  believe  that  a  perfect 
teacher  could  be  bom  deaf  and  dumb  and  yet  could  be  successful. 
And  here  endeth  the  whole  matter,  we  fall  back  upon  the  truth 
that  the  secret  of  good  teaching  rests  with  the  teacher.  Not  all 
tlie  aids  possible  are  to  be  compared  with  him.  Blessed  are  your 
school  boards  when  they  grant  you  sufiicient  black  board  space  for 
wall  maps,  chalk  talks,  outlining,  and  the  thousand  and  one  me- 
chanical advantages  thereof,  ;svhen  they  fill  your  book  shelves  with 
practical  books  for  reference  report  work,  and  your  walls  with 
scholarly  and  beautiful  maps  and  pictures,  and  your  history  labora- 
tory room  with  historical  models  and  reliefs,  note  book  material 
and  loose  leaf  maps  for  class  room  work.  Yet  "from  him  that  hath 
not  shall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  hath.''  And  of  no  man 
is  this  truer  than  of  the  teacher. 

In  conclusion,  our  history  work  in  elementary  schools  will  be 
properly  reorganized,  in  that  school  which  has  a  definite  progres- 
sive course  of  study,  adequate  equipment,  a  sympathetic  super- 
visory officer,  and  earnest,  patient,  long-suffering,  and  quiet 
teachers. 
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Bt  Alice  M.  Dunbab,  Wilminqton,  Delawabe. 

•"♦or  several  years  it  has  been  the  fashion  among  the 
teaching  cult  to  decry  the  college  entrance  require- 
ments, particularly  those  in  EnglisL  Every 
teacher  in  a  high  school  feels  privileged  to  have  an 
onslaught  at  the  colleges  for  foisting  upon  them  a 
list  of  works  more  or  less  difficult  to  teach,  and 
uninteresting  to  the  average  adolescent  With 
each  year's  change  comes  a  fresh  wail  of  distress 
from  the  high  schools,  and  frequently  an  atmosphere  of  dumb 
misery  following  a  new  list  of  requirements  testifies  to  the  cruelly 
of  the  colleges  in  their  arbitrary  rulings.  Given  a  group  of 
teachers  of  English  in  high  schools,  allow  them  to  be  together 
twenty  minutes,  and  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  complaints  bitter  and 
piteous  will  be  heard.  "I  can't  interest  my  girls  in  Ivanhoe.'* 
*^Boys  dislike  the  minor  poems  of  Milton.''  ^T)o  you  have  much 
trouble  with  Burke  ?"  "The  theme  writing  is  positive  drudgery." 
**I  don't  blame  the  pupils  for  not  seeing  anything  in  the  essay 
on  Addison."  "The  Essay  on  Bums  is  a  torture  to  teach."  ''Why 
do  they  pick  out  the  most  uninteresting  things  ?"  "If  I  insist 
upon  severe  word  study  the  pupils  lose  interest  in  the  dramas, 
and  if  I  don't,  they  fail  to  get  the  faintest  isort  of  a  right  concep- 
tion of  the  author's  meaning."    And  so  the  wail  goes  on. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  colleges  complain  that  the  pupils  come 
to  them  imprepared,  lacking  in  knowledge  of  how  to  read,  write 
and  spell.  It  is  a  poor  sort  of  educational  journal  that  does  not 
print  at  some  time  in  each  year  an  article  in  which  some  profes- 
sor of  some  college  furnishes  statistics  on  the  number  of  misspelled 
words  in  the  themes  of  the  freshman  class  or  the  illegibility  of  the 
penmanship,  concluding  with  the  sweeping  assertion  that  the  stu- 
dents do  not  understand  anything  they  read,  because  they  have 
not  been  taught  how  to  fijid  the  thou^t  or  the  gist  of  a  paragraph* 
Thus  there  seems  to  be  an  attitude  of  hostility  between  the  two  in- 
stitutions— ^the  high  school  and  the  college,  each  with  a  bitter  com- 
plaint against  the  other. 

•ThlB  article  was  not  one  of  the  Brown  University  Teachers  Assodatioa 
addresses. — ^ESdltor,  Education. 
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But  after  all,  as  a  recent  writer  said,  "What  is  it  that  the  col- 
leges ask  of  the  students  ?"  •  "That  a  student  write  and  spell  with 
some  correctness,  and  that  he  read  standard  literature  with  some 
correctness.^'  The  aim  of  any  course  of  English  in  a  high  school 
can  be  scarcely  less  than  this :  to  read  intelligently,  write  legibly^ 
and  spell  without  eccentricity.  Is  not  that  little  enough  to  require 
of  an  embryo  American  citizen  who  hopes  soon  to  raise  his  or 
her  voice  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  in  his  native  land! 

English  bids  fair  to  become  the  most  difficult  subject  in  the  high 
school  curriculum.  This  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  each  day 
sees  fresh  batches  of  books  on  how  to  teach  English,  fall  new 
minted  from  the  press.  The  land  is  flooded  with  pamphlets  of 
suggestions,  books  of  questions,  rhetorics,  grammars,  analyses  of 
poems  and  what  not,  designed  to  lead  the  teacher  of  English 
gently  into  the  mental  processes  of  his  pupils,  who  seem  to  main- 
tain a  stubborn  attitude  toward  their  mother  tongue.  Latin  and 
mathematics  and  science  and  the  modem  languages  are  compara- 
tively easy,  because  they  are  exact  and  definite.  The  pupils  say 
that  in  those  subjects  tiiey  know  what  is  expected  of  them^  but 
when  they  come  to  English,  a  mist  envelops  the  topic,  and  they 
cannot  be  sure  where  they  are  or  what  is  to  be  done. 

This  is  the  dark  side  of  the  picture — complaints  from  the  col- 
leges, because  the  pupils  are  ill-taught ;  complaints  from  the  hi^ 
schools,  because  the  colleges  expect  too  mudi  to  be  tau^t;  com- 
plaints from  teachers,  because  of  the  pupil's  lack  of  appreciation 
and  interest;  complaints  from  the  pupils  because  they  do  not 
know  what  is  expected  of  them,  and  all  the  complaints  adum- 
brating into  a  confusion  of  instructions  and  a  cloud  of  books 
on  the  subject,  designed  to  lighten  the  darkness  and  to  dispel  the 
complaints. 

But  what  is  the  bright  side  of  the  picture  ?  Surely  so  great  a 
cloud  as  this  must  have  as  great  a  lining.  And  so  it  has,  a  lining 
of  purest  silver,  tinged  with  gold  and  shot  with  precious  stones,  a 
lining  of  such  exquisite  beauty  that  if  all  who  have  to  earn  their 
daily  bread  but  knew  of  its  existence,  there  would  be  a  rush 
into  the  field  of  the  teaching  of  English.  The  difficulty  lies  in 
the  fact  that  few  perceive  the  lining,  because  their  vision  is  cir- 
cumscribed by  the  cloud. 

It  has  been  said  that  no  man  or  woman  is  uneducated,  who 
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hafi  made  some  one  book  or  poem  a  part  of  his  life;  who  has 
closely  assimilated  the  thou^ts  of  some  great  writer,  and  made 
the  words  of  the  master  so  closely  a  part  of  his  life  that  he  lives 
and  moves  with  his  chosen  poet  The  greater  the  range  of  those 
whom  he  has  loved  and  lived  with,  the  wider  his  life,  the  deeper 
and  broader  his  culture.  Most  of  us  realize  this,  but  unices 
imusual  opportimity  is  granted  us,  we  find  it  difficult  to  come 
into  close  communion  with  any  one  author.  The  ordinary  man 
or  woman  is  too  busy;  our  modem  life,  with  its  complexity 
makes  too  many  demands  upon  us  for  us  to  get  that  dose  acquain- 
tanceship with  literature  which  makes  for  intimacy.  Only  the 
student  who  pores  over  the'  books  in  his  library  may  lead  the 
charmed  liffe  of  the  dwellers  in  book-land;  the  average  man  or 
woman  who  mingles  with  his  fellow  men  and  helps  the  life  of 
today  unfold  itself  is  forced  to  dissipate  his  energies.  He  must 
know  many  books,  papers  and  magazines;  he  must  read  of  many 
new  things;  he  must  become  conversant  with  new  sciences  and 
discoveries.  In  this  seething  time,  with  its  strange  likeness  in 
its  scientific  awakening  and  passion  for  discovery  for  worlds 
physical  and  spiritual  to  the  days  of  Elizabeth  and  the  early 
nineteenth  century,  few  bread-winners  there  be  who  can  take 
time  to  saturate  themselves  with  the  work  of  any  one  author,  or 
with  any  cult  of  poetry.  This  rare  privilege  is  extended  only  te 
the  teacher  of  English.  He  may  mingle  with  his  fellow  men,  and 
be  as  active  in  the  world  as  he  please,  read  every  new  scientifie 
book,  dabble  in  every  new  philosophical  theory,  and  yet  hold 
close  communion  daily  with  the  masters,  walk  with  them,  live 
with  them,  order  his  life  by  them,  and  be  in  a  way  constantly 
to  discover  new  beauties  in  the  best  of  their  work. 

Is  not  this  an  opportunity  to  make  one  give  pause  before  com* 
plaining  of  the  stupidity  of  the  average  pupil  when  brought 
face  to  face  with  the  study  of  literature  ? 

That  teacher  is  particularly  fortunate,  who,  because  he  works 
in  a  small  school,  is  forced  to  teach  all  or  nearly  all  of  the  Eng- 
lish, and  thus  is  not  restricted  to  the  work  of  one  or  two  years.  Te 
him  all  Heaven  lies  open  day  after  day,  and  if  he  is  wise  and 
has  planned  his  work  so  that  the  classes  in  theme  writing  alter- 
nate with  those  in  literature,  he  is  indeed  a  dweller  in  the  Happy 
Valley.    The  drudgery  of  teaching  composition  is  more  than  com* 
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pensated  by  the  delight  of  finding  in  the  next  hour  an  opportunity 
for  a  new  thrill  of  delight  in  a  poem,  old,  yet  new  with  wonder. 
The  range  is  wide.  From  Homer  to  Kipling;  from  Greece  to 
England  and  America ;  from  the  pleasant  beauties  of  the  Ameri- 
-can  poets,  to  the  mighty  thunders  of  Carlyle,  and  the  incisive  logic 
of  Burke.  He  may  dwell  one  hour  with  Coleridge  in  the  "land 
of  mist  and  snow",  and  in  the  next,  lounge  in  the  coffee-houses 
with  the  Spectator  and  smile  at  the  pleasant  follies  and  mild 
vices  of  the  beaux  and  belles  of  the  days  of  Queen  Anne.  It  may 
lye  that  his  adventures  for  the  next  hour  will  throw  him  with 
Odysseus,  panting  and  breathless  upon  the  shores  of  Phaeaeia 
ix)  supplicate  the  princess  Nausicaa,  and  then  he  be  recalled  by 
the  electric  bell  to  modem  times  and  the  changing  of  classes,  only 
ix>  go  forth  with  Gareth  and  fight  the  knights  with  their  "foolish 
allegory",  and  discover  that  Death,  after  all,  is  beautiful  life. 
And  if  perchance,  beauty  and  adventure  and  mysticism  have  made 
Tiim  dreamy,  the  eloquence  of  Burke  will  recall  him  to  his  duty 
.as  a  citizen  of  a  republic,  and  he  will  find  keen  pleasure  in 
thinking  through  the  application  of  Chester,  Ireland,  Wales  and 
Durham  to  the  American  colonies.  One  day  he  may  shudder  as 
Macbeth  goes  forth  in  desperation  to  fight  that  Bimam  wood 
come  to  Dunsinane,  or  he  may  rouse,  with  Antony,  the  worst  pas- 
^sions  of  the  Roman  mob.  He  may  rejoice,  with  Bassanio,  over 
ihe  discomfiture  of  Shylock,  and  live  over  the  sweet  uses  which 
make  him  walk  with  Rosalind  and  Orlaiyio  in  the  Forest  of 
Arden,  or  sigh  with  the  Duke  and  Viola  on  the  coast  of  lUyria. 
"Some  time  he  will  stop  and  laugh  happily  with  the  merry  com- 
pany of  Chaucer  at  the  Tabard  Inn;  some  time  he  may  follow 
dFaire  Una  on  her  adventures  in  the  enchanted  forest;  he  may 
dream  with  Sir  Launfal  over  the  Holy  Grail,  and  learn  to  love 
ihe  leper,  as  the  Ancient  Mariner  learned  to  love  the  "elfin  water- 
snakes."  He  may  thrill  with  horror  over  the  fall  of  Lucifer  from 
heaven,  or  storm  Torquilstone  with  the  Black  Ejiight;  he  may 
weep  with  Rustum  over  his  gallant  son,  or  murmur  as  he  watches 
'Sidney  Carton  mount  the  scaffold,  '^an  hath  no  greater  love 
than  this."  He  may  drop  with  Beowulf  down  to  the  lair  of 
<JrendePs  mother,  or  laugh  with  Irving  on  a  stage  coach  of  an 
English  Christmas  Eve.  Pheidippides  may  run  his  gallant  race 
nmder  his  admiring  eyes ;  the  Prisoner  of  Chillon  come  into  a  life 
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6i  freedom  worse  than  impriflonment;  the  boom  of  Webster  in 
his  ears  may  be  succeeded  by  the  quiet  force  of  Lincohi  or  the 
gentle  purl  of  Longfellow.  Hawthorne  may  lead  him  into  the 
haunted  comers  of  the  Province  House,  liilton  may  sing  the 
sweetest  poems  to  him;  Scott  and  the  older  balladists  will  thrill 
him  with  the  joy  of  border  fight,  and  Wordsworth  will  give  him 
thought  and  calm.  All  these,  and  more,  yea  more  to  the  very 
fulness  of  joy  are  his. 

Now  I  grant  you  that  every  educated  person  has  done  all 
this  and  more  at  some  time ;  and  every  teacher,  who  sits  with  you 
in  your  council  of  teachers  has  dpne  as  mudi  more  than  once. 
But  who  else,  save  the  teacher  of  English  may  do  so  always  ?  Who 
save  he  may  consort  with  the  masters  in  tiiat  closest  intimacy 
every  day,  and  live  over  his  adventures  and  bves  and  longings 
every  year?  It  is  a  joy  that  does  not  stale;  a  pleasure  that  the 
uncomprehending  student  cannot  mar,  but  one  which  he  comes 
to  share,  unconsciously,  unknowingly  perhaps,  at  the  time,  but 
it  may  be  in  after  years  the  memory  comes  to  him,  sweet  with 
comprehension. 

For  look  you,  the  teacher  of  English  must  first  know  and  feel 
deeply  these  things  himself,  and  then  when  he  and  his  class 
come  together  to  look  over  the  day's  lesson,  new  beauties  come 
into  the  page,  a  new  gleam  athwart  the  "shot  silk  of  poetry*',  a 
beauty  hitherto  unseen,  a  conception  unimagined  until  now,  a 
suggestion  hidden  in  the  words  that  now,  for  the  first  time,  open 
up  "palaces  to  dwell  in",  and  there  within  the  barren  walls  of  a 
schoolroom,  with  the  sordid  environment  of  desks  and  maps  and 
imwilling  learners,  is  enacted  the  mystery  which  Keats  exper- 
ienced that  midnight  over  Chapman's  Homer, 

Then  felt  I  like  some  watcher  of  the  skies, 
When  a  new  planet  swims  into  his  ken. 

Can  any  bread-winner  ask  more,  that  he  feel  within  him  over 
his  daily  task  the  thrill  of  that  inspiration  which  inspired  the 
creators  of  poetry,  and  that  he  find  himself  expressing  that  touch 
of  the  divine  fire  unconsciously  in  the  words  of  the  master? 

For  here  comes  the^ second  great  compensation  of  the  teacher; 
that  the  mind  unconsciously  echoes  every  day  and  all  day  long 
that  language  of  the  daily  lesson.  He  has  striven  so  earnestly 
to  interpret  the  language  of  the  masters  to  the  comprehension  of 
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the  pupils,  that  their  words  entwine  themselves  into  his  own  souL 
Or  he  has  listened  so  often  to  the  lines  of  the  great  minds  recited 
by  the  pupils,  albeit  recited  with  distaste,  that  winged  words 
spring  to  his  lips,  to  give  utterance  to  the  moments  great  a^d 
little  in  his  life.  Perchance  despair  at  the  thanklessness  of  his 
task  may  seize  him  some  day,  when  forgetful  of  the  beauty  of 
his  life,  and  the  words  from  Lycidas  come  to  his  lips, 
Alas  what  boots  it  with  uncessant  care 
To  tend  the  homely  slighted  shepherd^s  trade, 
and  with  them,  the  reply  of  Phoebus  brings  its  own  consolation. 
The  daflFodils  of  spring  he  praises  in  the  language  of  Wordsworth, 
and  laments  in  the  verse  of  Herrick.  If  it  may  seem  to  him  that 
life  is  slipping  by,  and  its  guerdons  small  and  few,  he  consoles 
himself  with  the  last  line  of  the  sonnet  that  perchance  a  class 
recited  that  morning,  "They  also  serve  who  only  stand  and  wait" 
It  may  be  that  his  is  a  third  story  room,  whose  window  looks  out 
upon  a  wilderness  of  roofs  and  chimneys,  stretching  away  to  a 
thin  silver  line  of  river.  But  some  morning,  the  early  sun  gilds 
the  scene  into  a  blaze  of  glory,  and  then  he  realizes  anew  the 
exquisite  loveliness  of  that  description  of  London  at  sunrise  in 
Wordsworth's  Westminster  Bridge,  and  the  next  class  that  re- 
cites that  sonnet  feels  a  something  in  it  that  the  preceding  class 
did  not 

And  this  brings  us  to  the  third  great  compensation  of  the 
teacher  of  English,  a  greater  than  all  these  that  have  made  his  ai 
life  felicitous.  Per  in  the  scores  of  pupils  who  face  him  daily, 
among  the  hundreds  who  have  passed  out  of  his  life,  there  are 
one  or  two  who  have  apprehended  the  beauty  of  the  poem,  as  it 
should  be  by  one  coming  to  it  with  virginal  mind ;  some  one  has 
seen  the  subtle  logic  of  the  essay ;  a  girl  or  boy  has  been  impressed 
by  the  pitiless  inexorableness  of  sin,  and  has  gone  out  of  the  class 
room  murmuring  in  the  words  of  Godfrey  Oass,  "There's  debts 
you  can't  pay  like  money  debts  by  paying  extra  for  the  years  that 
have  gone  by,"  thus  learning  a  lesson  of  life  without  the  crushing 
experience  which  wrung  the  words  from  the  man  in  the  story. 
One  day  it  is  borne  into  a  young  soul  t}iat  he  is  not  being  taught 
literature  but  is  being  taught  hy  literature,  and  he  is  interested 
to  learn  more  lessons  for  himself.  On  some  morning,  a  girl  or 
boy  says  softly  in  the  midst  of  the  lesson,  "That  is  beautiful", 
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and  the  joy  of  that  moment  irradiates  countless  dusty  days  of 
grind^  sending  its  gleam  of  hope  like  the  long  fingers  of  the  rosy 
<lawn  through  the  gray  of  twilight  Or  the  evening  brings  a  let- 
ter from  some  one  who  has  gone  to  a  distant  school  or  college^  and 
there  discovering  new  beauties  in  poetry,  writes  to  say  that  the 
j)Ower  of  comprehension  came  first  from  the  older  teacher.  It 
is  worth  while  working  for  these  few  boys  and  girls,  for  these  few 
.great  golden  moments. 

This  it  is  that  compensates  the  teacher  for  the  listless  neophyte, 
dfor  the  pupils  who  "never  could  get  English",  the  boys  with 
themes  cribbed  bodily  from  the  Variorum  edition,  the  pupils 
who  never  remember  which  man  wrote  which  book,  for  those 
who  will  spend  weeks  on  a  work,  only  to  forget  the  name  of  the 
4tuthor  at  the  end ;  the  pupils  who  remember  nothing  of  Shakes- 
j)eare's  life,  save  that  he  married  a  woman  older  than  himself; 
the  girls  who  can  recite  glibly  the  names  of  all  of  Milton's  wives, 
but  balk  at  minor  poems ;  the  children  who  will  insist  that  Spenser 
and  Shelley  are  contemporaries;  the  boys  who  will  write  the 
Hiad  with  two  I's;  the  classes  who  will  persistently  write  para- 
phrases or  abstracts  for  character  sketches. — ^AU  these  make  the 
^ys  of  the  teacher  gray  days,  imless,  perchance,  he  has  the  saving 
.grace  of  humor,  and  shoulders  his  full  share  of  the  blame  and 
Tealizes  his  compensations.  Is  there  not  compensation  in  living 
<lays  and  hours  and  years  with  the  greatest  minds,  thinking  their 
thoughts,  seeing  the  world  through  their  eyes,  feeling  their  hopes, 
/aspirations  and  desires,  translating  their  lives  into  his  life,  ex- 
pressing his  own  daily  deeds  and  thoughts,  even  to  .the  'Tittle 
nameless  unremembered  acts''  into  their  language,  in  short,  dwel- 
ling day  after  day  in  communion  with  the  noblest?  Would  not 
this  be  enough,  even  if  there  were  not  the  greater  compensation 
-of  having  the  power  to  touch  scores  of  young  lives  with  tiie  magic 
gold  of  poetry  ?  Then  let  all  teachers  of  English  in  high  schools 
arise  and  bless  the  colleges,  who  in  their  zeal  for  the  youth  en- 
trusted to  their  care,  have  placed  within  the  possibility  of  the 
teachers  daily  inner  experiences  of  the  greatest  beauty  and 
"delight 
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American  Notes — ^Editorial 

A  valuable  bulletm  of  the  Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C, 
calls  attention  to  the  proper  method  of  giving  instruction  in  morals 
in  the  public  schools.  The  suggestions  made  and  the  example  set  are 
so  excellent  that  we  quote  them  here  for  the  benefit  of  such  of  our 
readers  as  have  responsibilities  along  this  line  of  school  work — 

**  ^In  moral  education  don't  moralize/  This  is  the  advice  of  Prof. 
P.  6.  Gould,  an  English  educator  of  note,  who  has  been  touring  the 
United  States  as  demonstrator  for  the  Moral  Education  League  of 
London.  Prof.  Gould's  carefully  worked  out  program  for  moral  in- 
struction in  the  elementary  grades  impresses  Bureau  of  Education 
officials  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  present  efforts  to  make 
education  tell  in  fine  character. 

Story-telling  forms  the  basis  for  most  of  the  instruction  in  Prof. 
Gould's  plan.  Once  a  week,  or  oftener,  it  is  assumed,  the  teacher 
or  principal  gives  a  systematic  lesson  on  the  conduct  of  life.  The 
various  virtues  are  taught,  not  as  abstractions,  but  by  concrete  ex- 
amples and  by  interesting  stories.  The  teacher  is  not  to  say,  "This 
ought  to  be  done';  she  is  rather  to  say,  'This  thing  has  been  done.^ 
Hearing  constantly  about  right  actions,  the  pupils  learn  to  appreciate 
right  conduct  The  spirit  behind  the  instruction  is  the  spirit  of  ser- 
vice, but  this  and  other  technical  moral  terms  are  to  be  rarely,  if  ever, 
mentioned.  *It  is  possible,^  Professor  Gould  points  out,  'to  give 
many  lessons  on  civic  duty  and  scarcely  ever  use  the  word  patriotism, 
and  yet  the  temper  of  consecration  to  one's  duty  and  country  may 
permeate  the  teaching  and  inspire  the  pupils.^ 

Prof.  Gould  disclaims  anything  novel  or  fadish  about  his  work.  It 
is  by  no  means  new,  he  says.  'I  have  over  and  over  again  affirmed 
that  my  teaching  was,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term,  antiquated; 
that  is  to  say,  it  consists  of  the  employment  of  the  concrete  and  dra- 
matic manner  which  is  illustrated  by  ancient  poets  as  well  as  modem, 
by  the  narratives  and  parables  of  the  Bible  or  the  Talmud,  by  bal- 
lad-singers and  story-tellers  of  the  middle  ages,  and  by  allegorists 
such  as  Comenius  and  John  Bunyan\'' 

The  fourth  International  Congress  on  Home  Education  will  be  held 
at  Philadelphia  from  September  22  to  29,  1914,  xmder  the  auspices 
of  the  International  Commission  of  Congresses  on  Home  Education. 
The  first  Congress  was  held  in  1905  at  Li6ge.  The  second  Congress 
was  held  in  1906  at  Milan.  The  third  Congress  was  held  in  1910  at 
Brussels.  At  this  fourth  Congress  the  following  points  will  be  empha- 
sized :  It  will  be  shown  that  the  lack  of  success  on  the  part  of  tiiose 
who  seek  to  correct  defects  and  to  relieve  distress  is  due  chiefly  to 
the  fact  that  remedial  action  is  taken  too  late.  Therefore,  (a)  Preven- 
tion of  the  negligence  that  leads  to  defects  is  preferable  to  remedial 
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measures,  (b)  Education  is  the  best, preventive  measure,  (c)  Ck)- 
operation  on  the  part  of  all  forces  is  necessary  to  sueeess.  The  officers 
of  the  fourth  Congress  will  be  as  follows : — Patron,  Mr.  Woodrow  Wil- 
son, President  of  the  United  States.  President,  M.  O.  Bnunbangfa, 
Ph.D.,  LL.  D.,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Philadelphia.  Executive 
Secretary,  George  W.  Flounders,  Ph.  D.,  1200  Stock  Exchange  Build- 
ing,  Philadelphia.  General  Secretary,  Mrs.  J.  Scott  Anderson,  Di- 
rectress of  Torresdale  House,  Torresdale,  Philadelphia.  Treasurer, 
Mr.  George  H.  Frazier,  Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  Philadelphia.  The 
following  synopsis  of  the  program  will  indicate  the  extended  and 
elaborate  field  of  discussion,  as  well  as  the  distinction  of  the  speakers 
who  have  consented  to  take  part  therein: — I.  Child  Study^  Dr.  0. 
Stanley  Hall.  II.  Family  Education,  Mrs.  Frederic  Schoff.  III. 
Before  School  Age,  Miss  Lucy  Wheelock.  IV.  During  School  Age, 
(To  be  announced).  V.  After  School  Ace,  Dr.  David  B.  Snedden. 
VI.  Abnormal  Child,  Dr.  Walter  S.  Comdl.  VII.  Oraanizationg  Re- 
lating to  Childhood,  Dr.  Harlan  Updegraff.  VIII.  Documentation, 
(To  be  announced).  IX.  Vocational  Belation  Between  Home  and 
School,  Dr.  P.  P.  Claxton. 

The  ^^atmosphere'^  of  the  school  or  class  room  is  largely  determined 
by  the  personality  of  the  principal,  the  professor,  the  teacher.  Ko- 
where  is  the  force  of  example  more  pot^t  than  in  a  group  of  stu- 
dents, whether  children  in  the  grades  or  college  boys  who  call  them- 
selves men.  The  teacher  is  in  a  position  where  his  influence  counts, 
in  the  very  nature  of  the  case.  The  pupil  is  at  an  impressionable 
age.  He  is  forming  his  ideals  and  they  are  affected  by  his  sur- 
roundings. The  supposition  is  that  his  teacher  knows  the  icnqf  and  is 
there  to  show  it  to  him.  His  task  is  to  acquire  the  knowledge  and  the 
power  that  his  teacher  possesses.  He  has  to  win  control  of  himiwlf 
and  of  the  forces  which  those  older  than  he  lutve  supposedly  mastered. 
He  is  to  profit  by  their  example.  He  is  therefore  pecuHarly  sensitive 
and  receptive.  He  is  easily  inspired  by  evidences  of  self-maat^, 
acquisition  and  achievement  on  the  part  of  his  superiors.  He  is 
equally  depressed  and  demoralized  by  signs  of  weakness  and  laid:  of 
wisdom  or  of  self-control  on  the  part  of  tiiose  who  have  been  set 
over  him.  He  is  like  a  harp  that  is  played  upon  by  the  varying  6nr- 
tents  of  the  atmosphere  uttering  sweet  notes  of  harmony  or  harsh  dis- 
cords according  to  the  vibrations  that  are  communicated  to  his  senai- 
tive  organism. 

If  these  contentions  are  true,  how  careful  should  the  teacher  be  of 
his  personal  attitude,  his  physical,  mental  and  spiritual  healtii  and 
condition !  If  there  is  disorder,  lack  of  attention,  insubordination,  list- 
lessness  or  inefficiency  in  the  classroom  perhaps  the  fault  may  lie 
f itrther  back,  or  rather  nearer  to  the  front,  tlum  the  teacher  tlunka. 
We  are  disposed  to  believe  that  it  does, — ^in  most  casea.  We  have 
visited  school  rooms  when  the  teacher  was  alert,  interested,  enti^usiaa- 
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tic,  and  we  have  found  the  pupils  the  same.  We  have  been  in  other 
rooms  where  the  teacher  was  dull,  where  the  instruction  was  given 
mechanically  from  a  sitting  posture,  with  no  animation  or  eagerness, 
and  where  there  was  a  frequent  reference  on  the  teacher^  part,  to 
clock  or  watch  to  see  if  the  allotted  time  for  the  recitation  to  close 
had  not  almost  arrived ;  and  we  have  invariably  noted  identically  the 
same  attitude  of  mind  and  manner  on  the  part  of  the  pupils.  We 
have  known  of  schools  where  the  head  master  easily  flew  into  a  pas- 
sion and  imposed  ill-proportioned  penalties  for  trivial  or  unimportant 
breaches  of  discipline;  and  we  have  usually  found  a  marked  spirit  of 
disorderliness  in  such  schools.  ,  We  have  even  known  of  teachers  who 
had  little  regard  for  strict  truthfulness  and  honesty;  for  personal 
cleanliness  and  tidiness;  for  modesty  and  for  unimpeachable  social 
relations  and  practices,  and  we  have  noted  many  evidences  of  laxity 
along  these  same  lines  on  the  part  of  the  boys  and  girls,  the  young 
men  and  women  of  such  schools.  As  a  first  step  in  the  correction  at 
any  faulty  conditions  or  practices  among  a  given  body  of  pupils,  it 
were  well  if  the  master  and  the  teachers  would  carefully  scrutinize  the 
influences  that  are  flowing  down  into  the  student  body,  instead  of 
devoting  all  their  efforts  and  energies  to  the  making  of  rules  and 
the  administration  of  punishments  and  discipline.  The  cry  about 
^^the  man  higher  up^'  is  not  without  its  significance  sometimes  in 
school  affairs,  as  well  as  in  civil  and  political  life. 


In  February,  1909,  during  the  annual  ten  days'  Farmers  Congress, 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  publicly  bestowed  on  three  practical  agri- 
culturists engraved  certificate  of  recognition.  Since  then  it  has  each 
year  similarly  honored  three  or  four  men  for  their  services  to  agri- 
culture. The  recipient  of  one  of  these  testimonials  need  not  have  had 
any  previous  academic  education.  He  is  selected  for  the  honor  wholly 
on  the  strength  of  his  contributions  to  the  agricultural  progress  of 
the  state  and  nation.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  majority  of  those  upon 
whom  these  honorary  certificates  have  been  conferred,  do  not  hold 
any  academic  degree.  The  university  ofiicers  declare  that  the  certifi- 
cate itself  is  not  an  honorary  degree  but  a  new  and  unique  distinction, 
by  bestowing  which  the  University  of  Wisconsin  publicly  testifies  that 
there  are  adiievements  not  connected  with  formal  education  that  are 
worthy  of  recognition  by  tiie  highest  educational  agency  of  the  state. 

Witiiin  the  past  year  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College  has  put 
into  operation  a  similar  policy. 


At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania held  Monday  afternoon,  April  27th,  a  resolution  was  adopted, 
the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  require  a  college  degree  as  a  requisite  for 
admission  to  the  law  school  of  the  universi^.  This  makes  the 
standard  of  admission  equal  to  that  of  any  in  the  world. 

The  action  of  the  tr^st^es  in  making  tii^  k^w  fchp61  a  gradunie 
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school  is  in  keeping  with  Provost  Smith's  policy  toward  high  stan- 
dards rather  than  numbers,  as  well  as  with  the  modem  policy  of  pro- 
fessional schools.  It  follows  the  policy  of  the  university  taken  a  few 
years  ago  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Medical  School  in  making 
the  entrance  requirements  so  high  that  even  men  with  college  de- 
grees cannot  enter  unless  their  college  courses  included  a  certain 
amount  of  special  work  in  chemistry,  physics,  zoology  and  biology. 
Provost  Smith,  Dean  William  Draper  Lewis  and  the  Law  Faculty  have 
felt  that  an  efficient  school,  training  men  for  professional  life,  must 
recognize  a  duty  to  the  public  and  to  the  state  by  giving  to  the  stu- 
dente  a  preparation  which  will  enable  them  to  give  the  highest  service 
in  the  profession  they  enter. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-six  Congresses,  Conferences  and  Conven- 
tions have  already  been  definitely  scheduled  for  San  Francisco  dur- 
ing the  Exposition  period.  Both  the  American  and  the  International 
Associations  are  evincing  the  keenest  interest  in  participating  in  this 
great  series  of  national  and  international  gatherings.  With  the  Expo- 
sition as  a  world  forum,  every  conceivable  line  of  human  thought  will 
have  representation.  Delegates  will  be  present  from  practically  all 
civilized  nations.  The  plans  that  have  been  developed  during  the  past 
two  years  by  Mr.  James  A.  Barr,  fully  justify  his  selection  for  the 
highly  important  position  of  Director  of  Congresses  for  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition. 


The  publishers  of  this  magazine  desire  us  to  say  an  editorial  word 
or  two  about  continuing  and  discontinuing  subscriptions  to  *^Edu- 
cation.*' 

The  large  majority  of  our  subscribers  prefer  to  have  us  continue 
their  subscriptions  until  they  request  us  to  stop.  Watch  the  date  on 
your  label,  which  gives  you  the  number  of  ^^ducation'*  up  to  which 
your  subscription  is  paid;  e.  g.,  if  your  label  reads  "Jan.,  *14**,  it 
means  that  you  have  paid  for  all  numbers  previous  to  that  date,  from 
the  beginning  of  your  subscription,  but  not  for  the  Jan.,  '14  number. 
It  is  a  very  simple  matter  to  stop  your  subscription.  Just  send  us  a 
line  so  requesting,  accompanied  by  remittance  covering  arrears,  if 
any,  and  we  immediately  comply  with  your  request  But  please  do 
not  move  away  from  your  present  place  of  residence  and  expect  us 
to  know  about  it  by  intuition.  Your  magazine  will  continue  to  go  to 
the  old  address,  and  unless  you  leave  directions  and  postage  with  the 
postmaster,  second-class  mail  will  not  be  forwarded  to  you.  In  such 
cases  there  is  a  serious  loss,  which  should  not  be  thrown,  as  it  often 
is,  upon  the  publisher.  We  desire  the  fullest  sympathy  and  co-opera- 
tion between  ourselves  and  the  subscribers  to  Education  in  the  im- 
portant work  which  the  magazine  is  accomplishing.  This  work  will 
be  greatly  promoted  bv  a  kindly  considerateness  by  both  subscribers 
and  publishers,  of  the  interests  of  each  other. 
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An  Important  Publication.  The  report  of  Mr.  B.  Blair,  Educa- 
tion officer  of  the  London  County  Council  on  Eight  years  of  technical 
education  and  continuation  schools,  etc.,  has  just  been  followed  by  a 
report,  issued  by  the  council,  on  Trade  and  technical  education  in 
France  and  Germany.  The  report  was  prepared  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Small, 
organizer  of  trade  schools  for  boys,  who  was  accompanied  on  his  tour 
of  investigation  by  an  officer  of  experience  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction,  Ireland,  so  that  his  observa- 
tions were  supplemented  at  every  point  by  corroborative  testimony. 

The  value  of  this  important  report  is  enhanced  by  a  brief,  but  very 
suggestive  introduction  by  Mr.  Blair  himself.  He  is  specially  keen 
on  national  differences.  He  notes,  for  instance,  that  the  Paris  pro- 
fessional trade  schools  are  intended  to  train  foremen,  who  in  turn 
train  the  workmen  in  the  shops;  the  Grerman  continuation  schools 
supplement  apprenticeship  and  aim  to  uplift  every  man  in  his  "four 
fold  aspect  of  member  of  his  trade,  member  of  his  family,  member  of 
the  community  and  member  of  the  State.** 

Comparing  the  British  method  with  the  German,  Mr.  Blair  says 
"The  British  method  makes  the  best  top;  it  also  produces  the  worst 
tail,  and  it  does  not  do  much  for  the  general  raising  of  the  great 
mass  of  workers.  Germany  possesses  a  national  organization  for 
definite  national  objects.** 


Scotland — Classification  of  Schools.  In  the  present  interest 
in  propositions  for  reclassifying  the  public  schools  of  the 
United  States,  attention  may  very  properly  be  called  to  the  Scotch 
system  of  classification  which  is  highly  approved  by  educators  in  Eng- 
land and  on  the  continent,  and  has  been  recommended  as  a  model  by 
the  superintendent  of  schools  in  Nova  Scotia. 

The  Scotch  scheme  comprises  in  the  elementary  department  pri- 
mary schools,  and  higher  grade  schools.  The  normal  age  for  at- 
tendance at  the  elementary  schools  is  6  to  14,  but  arrangements  are 
made  by  which  pupils  at  12  years  of  age  may  be  sifted;  those  who 
are  likely  to  attend  school  up  to  16  years  of  age  are  transferred,  if 
possible,  to  intermediate  or  secondary  schools  where  they  come  under 
a  higher  order  of  instruction.  Those  for  whom  no  such  expectations 
are  entertained  may  be  placed  in  supplementary  classes,  which  run 
parallel  to  the  last  two  years  of  the  elementary  course  but  put  special 
stress  upon  vocational  training. 
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After  the  age  of  14,  young  people  may  enter  eontintiation  schools, 
attendance  upon  which  is  compulsory  in  several  cities  and  counties. 
The  sessions  of  these  schools  are  arranged  with  reference  to  the  time 
demands  of  industry  upon  the  pupils. 

The  school  code  for  1914  has  given  new  encouragement  to  the 
supplementary  classes  by  providing  that  "Where  under  arrangements 
approved  by  the  department,  special  provision  is  made  in  a  separate 
school  or  department  for  a  supplementary  course  extending  over  not 
less  than  three  years,  grants  on  the  average  attendance  of  scholars  at 
the  second  and  third  (or  further)  years^  courses  may  be  made  at  the 
normal  rates  of  £3.108.  and  £4.  10s.  respectively.  This  scale  corre- 
sponds with  that  for  higher  grade  schools,  and  is  a  decided  advance 
above  the  scale  of  50s.  Mtherto  applied  to  the  supplementary  courses. 

In  order  to  secure  the  higher  grant  the  supplementary  classes  must 
have  accommodation,  staffing,  equipment  and  general  conditions 
equal  to  the  higher  grade  standard.  Glasses  must  not  have  more  than 
30  scholars,  and  a  fair  proportion  of  the  number  must  be  retained  to 
the  completion  of  the  three  years'  course. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  action  has  been  taken  in  view  of 
the  success  of  the  supplementary  courses  in  retaining  pupils  for  at 
least  three  years. 


University  Notes.  The  gross  income  of  the  seventeen  colleges  of 
Cambridge  University  amounts  in  round  numbers  to  $1,720,000. 
From  this  the  university  derives  about  $148,000.  The  receipts  of  flie 
university  chest  from  all  other  sources  in  1913  amounted  to  £55,852 
($271,440). 

The  annual  income  of  Oxford  University  is  about  $433,000,  of 
which  $63,500  is  derived  from  the  colleges  themselves.  The  latter 
have  a  gross  income  amounting  in  round  numbers  to  $2,007,000.  This 
includes  the  sum  paid  over  to  the  university. 

The  total  income  of  the  University  of  Paris  in  1913  was  in  round 
nimibers  $1,271,000.  Of  this  amount  67.6  per  cent  v^as  derived  from 
the  state  appropriation;  the  balance  from  funds  belonging  to  the 
university. 

The  University  of  Berlin  in  1913  had  an  income  of  about  $1,231,000, 
of  which  83.8  per  cent  was  derived  from  state  appropriations. 


Besearch  Degrees  for  Women.  A  statute  was  recently  passed  at 
Oxford  by  which  women  can  qualify  for  research  degrees  in  letters 
and  in  science ;  though  the  degree  itself  is  not  conferred  upon  them, 
the  certificate  which  they  secure  is  intended  to  b^  of  tbo  same  gdiolaatic 
standard. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


For&gn  Notes  659 


Diplomas  fob  Fbenoh.  The  XJniversity  of  Lille  and  the  Univer- 
fiity  of  Grenoble^  both  offer  diplomas  for  students  who  attend  the 
special  courses  in  the  French  language  and  literature  which  they 
maintain.  The  former  university  offers  a  diploma  for  foreign  stu- 
dents who  attend  special  courses  in  French  for  six  months,  and  a 
higher  diploma  for  those  who  take  a  year's  course  in  the  French 
language  and  literature. 


Education  of  Women.  The  record  of  education  in  different 
countries  discloses  many  conditions  respecting  women  that  seem  at 
variance  with  the  general  tendencies  in  other  respects.  In  Bussia, 
where  education  is  subject  to  tiie  most  repressive  measures,  women 
have  many  facilities  for  professional  training  and  callings.  It  is 
estimated  that  there  are  5,000  women  students  of  medicine,  and  the 
number  of  women  pursuing  the  higher  commercial  studies  rapidly  in- 
creases. The  Bussian  colleges  of  agriculture  are  attended  by  many 
women  students  and  they  are  even  attracted  to  the  courses  in  me- 
chanics, electricity  and  engineering. 

In  the  Argentine  Bepublic  young  girls  study  in  the  same  secondary 
school  withl>oys,  and  the  relation  attracts  no  more  attention  than 
the  same  thing  in  the  United  States.  It  is  true,  however,  that  in  the 
more  populous  centers,  especially  at  Buenos  Ayres,  separate  colleges 
for  girls  have  been  established,  but  that  is  largely  for  local  reasons, 
such  as  the  want  of  accommodation  and  suitable  arrangements  in  the 
older  buildings.  It  is  interesting  to  note  also  that  women  are  ap- 
pointed as  professors  even  in  the  secondary  schools  for  boys. 

A.  T.  S. 
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PUSSY  BLACK-FACE.  The  Story  of  a  Kitten  and  Her  Frienda.  By 
Marshall  Saunders.    The  Page  Company.    Price,  $1.50. 

The  very  first  chapter  of  this  story  of  life  from  a  cat's  point  of 
view  captivates  the  reader  and  Pussy  Black-Face  becomes  a  real  little 
personage  whose  fun  and  terror  kindle  in  him  responsive  chords  of  sym- 
pathy and  pleasure.  Boys  and  girls  who  read  this  book  will  gain  a  de- 
lightful knowledge  of  the  Almost  human  ways  of  both  ca^  and  dogs, 
while  following  with  fascinated  interest  the  doings  of  this  little  Beacon 
Hill  Kitten. 

THE  BLOSSOM  SHOP.  A  Story  of  the  South.  By  Lsla  May  Mullins. 
The  Page  Company.    Price,  $1.00  net.    $1.15  postpaid. 

This  story  is  as  sweet  and  cheery  and  altogether  delightful  as  its 
attractive  title  suggests.  It  is  a  simple  romance  so  throbbingly  human 
that  the  reader  quite  forgets  that  it  is  fiction  not  reality.  A  June  day 
in  the  country,  a  hammock  and  this  book  would  be  a  perfect  combination 
for  an  ideal  afternoon. 

THE  MARTIE  TWINS.  Continuing  the  Adventures  of  Joe,  the 
Circus  Boy,  and  His  Dog,  Fritz.  By  Alice  E.  Allen.  The  Page  Com- 
pany.   Price,  $1.25. 

Old  friends  of  Joe  and  Fritz  will  be  glad  to  meet  them  again  add 
read  of  their  further  adventures  at  the  same  time  making  new  friends 
in  the  '*Martie  Twins"  who  are  as  irresistable,  as  lovable  and  as  live  little 
characters  as  ever  stepped  into  the  pages  of  a  book.  A  charming  story 
to  put  on  one's  list  for  vacation  days  reading. 

SCIENCE  FOB  THE  FIFTH  GBADE.  With  Expeiiments.  By 
Percy  E.  Bowell,  M.  S.,  Director  of  Science,  the  A  to  Zed  School,  Berke- 
ley, California.  Published  at  Berkeley,  by  The  A  to  Zed.  Price,  doth, 
illustrated,  200  pages,  60  cents. 

This  manual  deals  with  the  phenomena  which  constitute  the  environ- 
ment of  the  ordinary  child.  The  whole  field  of  science  is  covered  in  an 
elementary  way.  There  are  seventy-nine  experiments  everyone  of  which 
can  be  easily  performed  by  the  child  of  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age.  The 
scientific  method  and  spirit  are  ever  kept  in  view  and  the  young  experi- 
menter is  gaining  not  only  specific  knowledge  but  also  a  habit  of  mind 
that  will  prepare  him  for  his  advanced  work  later  on.  The  volume  is 
one  of  a  series  of  four  which  will  truly  be  a  boon  to  both  teachers  and 
pupils,  and  which  may  well  be  used  at  home  by  intelligent  parents  of 
bright  children. 
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FDUB  EPOCHS  OF  LIFE.  By  Dr.  Elizabeth  HamiltoQ  Mwicie. 
AntlKur's  address,  Mimcie  Sanitarium,  Macon  St.  and  BCarcy  Aye.,  Broc^- 
lyn,  N.  Y.    Price  $1.50  net. 

In  this  book  Mrs.  Munice  makes  a  new  approach  to  the  delicate  bat 
all-important  problems  of  Sex.  The  book  is  a  8tory,  in  fact  a  hittary 
of  two  real  lovers,  lovers,  after,  as  well  as  before  marriage, — ^lovers  to 
whcMn  come  the  great  joy  imd  responsibility  of  parentage.  All  the  in- 
trieate  jvoblems  met  with  in  the  ccMnplex  and  intimate  relations  of 
love,  marriage,  and  parentage  are  worked  out  concret^y  in  the  fascJnai* 
ing  story  of  the  lives  of  ilie  hero  and  heroine  of  this  hook*  Their  ideals 
vrere  the  high,  their  ambitions  noUe  and  their  experienoes  profound. 
We  caai  think  of  no  novel  more  fascinating,  no  book  of  adventures  more 
thrilling  and  no  treatise  on  morals  more  convincing  and  uplifting  tiian 
l^s.  It  is  Ml  admirable  bo<^  to  put  into  the  hands  of  adolesoenta  and 
of  youag  lovers.  It  may  well  find  a  place  in  the  home,  school  and  pub- 
lic library.  It  is  a  book  with  a  mission  in  a  field  that  is  overworked 
vHth  a  multitude  of  books,  tracts  and  manuals,  many  of  which  are  Httte 
bet^wr  than  rubbish.  We  hope  that  every  teacher  vrho  is  called  into  the 
confidence  at  young  men  and  maidens  will  own  and  read  and  lend  Mrs. 
Mimcie's  charming  story. 

DURELL*S  ALGEBRA.  Two  Book  Course.  Book  One.  By  Fletcher 
I>urell,  Ph.  D.    Charles  E.  Merrill  Company.    Cloth,  393  pages.     Price 

Designed  to  meet  first  year  requirements.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  pages  are  devoted  to  ^ementary  work  preceding  factoring.  It 
makes  the  transition  from  arithmetic  to  algebra  simide  and  natural.  It 
interests  the  eftudent  and  cultivates  a  habit  of  initiative.  The  problems 
presented  relate  largely  to  everyday  life.  These  books  will  be  used 
widely  in  the  public  and  private  schools,  to  the  pleasure  of  the  pupO  and 
the  satiif acti<m  of  the  teacher. 

MEDICAL  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS.  By  S.  W. 
Newmayer,  A  B.,  M.  D.  12  mo.,  318  pages,  71  engravings  and  14  full 
page  plates.  Cloth,  $2.50  net.  Lea  ft  Febeger,  Publishers,  Philadelidlia, 
Pa. 

This  book  merits  more  than  a  mere  passing  notice.  It  marks  an 
era  in  the  development  of  the  educational  consciousness.  It  not  only  ad- 
vocates, it  shows  the  'Svhy**  and  the  ''how**  and  the  'Vhen**  of  medical 
inspection.  The  directions  given,  while  sufficiently  scientific  are  yet 
simple  and  dear  enough  for  the  use  of  parents  and  teachers  as  well  as 
heidth  officers  and  nurses.  This  is  a  book  with  a  most  liuraane  purpose 
and  its  presence  ih  every  home  where  there  are  ddldren  and  on  every 
teacher**  desk  would  prev^it  or  lead  to  the  cure  of  a  vast  amount  of 
and  sutferkig. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


662  Education  for  June 


A  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND  AND  THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE.  In  four 
Volumes.  By  Arthur  D.  Innes.  Sometime  scholar  of  Oriel  CJoUege,  Ox- 
ford. Vol.  I.  Before  the  English  came,  to  1485.  Vol.  II.  1485-1688.  VoL 
III.  1689-1802.  Vol.  IV.  1802-1914.  Also  a  Library  Edition,  Demy 
8vo.,  lOs.  6d.  net  each  volume.  The  Macmillan  Copmany.  Price  $1.60 
each.         ' 

We  have  received  the  first  two  volumes  of  Professor  Innes's  monu- 
mental virork  and  find  it  unusually  readable  and  satisfying.  While  mod- 
estly admitting  that  no  one  mind  is  capable  of  becoming  expert  on  each 
and  every  stage  and  phase  of  such  a  large  subject  as  English  history, 
the*  author  points  out  the  fact  that  a  book  made  up  of  the  co-op«titive 
contributions  of  several  scholars,  each  of  whom  has  made  a  separate 
study  of  some  particular  aspect  of  the  general  subject,  is  apt  to  lade 
unity  of  outlook  and  method  which  is  fatal  to  the  readers*  interest. 
Hence  he  seeks  to  present  a  narrative  which  while  "not  pretending  to  dis- 
place the  work  of  the  specialists,"  yet  views  the  subject,  with  less  am- 
plitude of  detail  and  less  exposition  of  evidence,  *  *  as  one  complete  whole; 
a  single  history,  not  a  series  of  monographs."  The  arrangement  of 
the  book  with  black-faced  marginal  topic  notations,  a  chronological  chap- 
ter scheme  and  abundant  indexes,  makes  it  a  valuable  reference  work  for 
those  who  are  using  other  histories  in  the  classroom. 

THE  CALL  OF  THE  STARS.  A  popular  introduction  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  starry  skies.  By  John  R.  Eippax,  M.  D.,  LL.  B.  With  fifty-four 
illustrations.    O.  P.  Putnam's  Sons. 

A  sumptuous  volume  of  nearly  450  pages,  giving,  in  plain,  untechnical 
language,  the  story  of  the  sky  and  the  stars,  together  with  "the  legendary 
lore  that  time  and  fancy  have  associated  with  them.'*  It  is  surprising 
how  wonderful  and  fascinating  his  subject  becomes  to  the  person,  who 
though  busy  and  able  to  give  to  it  but  little  time,  is  nevertheless  able 
and  willing  to  look  into  it  with  the  help  of  some  enthusiastic  expert, 
such  as  the  author  of  this  beautiful  volume.  Things  grow  large  and 
significant  and  all  the  nobler  instincts  of  mind  and  soul  develop  amai- 
In^ly  under  the  infiuence  of  such  a  study  of  the  stately  order  of  the 
universe,  a  vision  of  which  is  thus  gained.  The  book  is  richly  illustrated, 
the  charts  and  pictures  enabling  the  reader  easily  to  locate  the  princi- 
pal heavenly  bodies  and  to  find  them  in  the  sky  vdth  the  naked  eye. 

INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  STUDY  OP  ENGLISH  LITERATURE. 
By  Vida  D.  Scudder,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  English  Literature  at  WeUesley 
College.    Revised  edition,  illustrated.    World  Book  Company.* 

A  comprehensive  handy  one  volume  survey  of  English  literature  by 
a  scholar,  teacher  and  vin*iter  of  note.  It  is  a  usable  volume.  It  is 
the  result  of  years  of  careful  study  and  experience  in  teaching;  dear 
and    discriminating    and    will    enable    the    student    to    select    iatelli- 
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gently  the  writingB  of  the  great  English  authors  and  poets  which  are  of 
most  value  to  one  who  has  not  the  opportunity  to  make  a  more  ex- 
tended excursion  into  the  realms  of  letters.  An  excellent  text  book  for 
high  schools  and  colleges. 

INITIATION  INTO  PHILOSOPHY.  By  Bmile  Paguet  of  the  French 
Academy.  Translated  from  the  French  by  Sir  Home  Gordon,  Bart.  G. 
P.  Putnams'  Sons.    Price,  $1.^5  Net. 

The  titles  of  these  books  admirably  serve  to  make  clear  their  intent. 
They  furnish  the  beginner  with  his  cue.  Following  the  lead  of  the 
author  he  is  led  along  step  by  step  through  the  ever  broadening  way  by 
which  man  has  risen  to  his  present  profound  knowledge  of  facts  and 
range  of  ideas.  By  the  use  of  these  volumes  the  student  can  find  what 
was  "broadly  the  general  opinion  of  an  epoch — and  what  connected  it 
with  those  that  followed  or  preceded  it."  Each  book  is  a  valuable  man- 
ual for  school  use. 

THE  SIMMONS  READING  BOOKS.  Book  eight  for  eighth  grade 
contains  original  stories  by  Emma  Bates  Harvey,  selections  from  works 
of  Curtis  Guild,  speech  on  ''Old  Ironsides"  by  Henry  Cabot  Lodge.  452 
pages  of  new  material,  well  illustrated.  Parker  P.  Simmons  Company, 
New  York. 

THE  POSTURE  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN.  With  its  home  hygiene 
and  new  efficiency  methods  for  school  training.  By  Jessie  H.  Bancroft, 
Assistant  Director  Physical  Training,  Public  Schools,  New  York  City. 
The  Macmillan  Company.    Price  $1.50  net. 

A  book  with  a  real  mission,  the  need  of  which  is  evident  to  any  one 
who  will  sit  for  an  hour  in  a  park  or  other  public  place  and  observe 
those,  young  and  old,  who  pass  by  "As  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree  will 
grow."  The  place  to  correct  faults  of  carriage,  gait,  etc.,  is  the  school 
and  the  home.    The  book  gives  the  necessary  directions. 

Babb*s  complete  teacher's  PLAN  BOOK.  Arranged  for  a  full  year's 
work  in  grades  of  high  schools.  By  H.  N.  Enox,  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  Wareham,  Mass.    Edward  E.  Babb  A  Co.    Price,  40  cents. 

This  will  be  of  real  service  to  both  teacher  and  principal  oi*  superin- 
tendent, in  planning  and  in  reporting  the  work  done  in  school  rooms. 
The  week  is  taken  as  the  unit.  Two  opposite  pages  are  taken  for  the 
week's  plan  and  there  are  separate  columns  for  each  day's  work.  A 
double  column  at  the  right  gives  space  to  note  additions,  omissions,  etc., 
thus  showing  a  summary  of  the  week's  work  at  a  glance.  The  paper 
and  press  work  are  good.  The  back  is  strongly  sewed,  and  the  stiff 
board  covers,  while  reducing  the  cost  are  durable  enough  for  a  book  that 
will  naturally  be  laid  aside  in  a  comparatively  short  time. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  STUDY  OF  ENGLISH  LITERATURE. 
From  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Close  of  the  Victorian  Age.  By  W.  T. 
Yoang,  M.  A.,  Lecturer  in  English  Literature  in  the  UniTersity  of  London. 
Goldsmith's  College.    Joint  Editor  of  The  Cambridge  Antiiologies. 

INITIATION  INTO  LITERATURE.  By  Emile  Fagoet  of  the  French 
Academy.  With  additions  specially  writt^i  for  the  English  ediUon. 
Translated  from,  the  French  by  Sir  Home  Gordon,  Bart.  G.  P.  P«tnani*8 
Sons.    Price  of  each  book,  $1.25  Net. 

TEACHING  SEX  HYGIENE  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS.  By  Dr.  K. 
B.  Lowry.    Forbes  &  Company.    Price  $.50 

This  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  q[>lendid  series  of  sex  books  kno^m 
as  the  Lowry  Books.  They  have  been  adopted  by  the  New  York  City 
schools  and  widely  sold  throughout  the  country.  While  it  is  now  gen- 
erally sidmitted  that  sex  knowledge  should  be  imparted  to  children  the 
question  **by  whom?**  has  been  a  difficult  one.  This  little  book  answers 
this  question  convincingly.  While  admitting  that  ideally  the  duty  rests 
with  parents  the  author  shows  that  practically  the  majority  of  parents 
do  not  and  will  not  accept  the  responsibility.  Therefore  as  the  paUic 
school  teachers  have  the  children  at  the  ages  when  the  variouB  phases 
of  this  matter  arise  in  consciousness  they  are  the  ones  who  can  and 
must  deal  with  it.  This  little  fifty  cent  book  should  be  owned  and  read 
thoughtfully  by  every  parent  and  teacher.  The  publishers  of  EDUOAnoif 
will  be  glad  to  supply  it  postpaid  on  receipt  of  the  price. 

"STORIES  OF  OUR  HOLIDAYS."  By  Isabel  M.  Horsford,  Teacher  in 
William  E.  Endicott  School,  Boston,  Mass.    Silver,  Burdett  &  Company. 

A  happy  thought,  which  presents  in  larg^e  type  the  essential  thought  of 
our  principal  holidays  so  that  the  children  who  have  just  learned  to  read 
can  get  from  a  real  book  a  good  idea  of  the  real  meaning  of  Labor  Day, 
Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Fourth  of  July  and  ail  the  rest. 

Periodical  Notes. 

In  the  North  Jmeriean  Beview  for  May,  Ids  Hoffeed  Harper  rives  her  reatont,  veil 
hacked  op  by  a  thoroog;h  knowledice  of  politicf,  whir  the  HatioiMl  Ouastf totlen  wul  Ba- 
franchise  Women.   The  paper  to  well  worth  attention. 

*'  Why  the  Panama  Canal  to  not  a  Oanal  **  to  the  title  of  an  InteieettBfrpaper  appearlag 
among  the  many  timely  onee  in  the  May  iaeoe  of  Ourremt  Opimim^  The  mltiei  ahows 
how  egresions  to  the  mtaoomer  of  snoh  a  term  ae  **  oanal  '*  when  applied  to  the  trlomidi  of 
enKlneermfc  achieved  at  Panama. 

The  Catholic  KduccMonal  Review  for  May  oontalna  a  lane  and  convtednir  artiole  ea 
**  IneAoieooy  of  Moral  Bdocatlon  wHhont  a  Beligiona  Baeto."  Proteetomt  aa  weU  aa  Oath* 
ollc  school!  are  considered  in  thto  reriew  of  the  principal  forces  which  make  ior  ehacao- 
ter-formlnff  in  the  school  systems  of  flre  nations  which  lead  In  educational  work. 

While  all  interest  to  oen&red  on  Mexico,  the  May  nnmher  of  the  MmUomtU  Geegr^pkie 
Mtiffaeitie,  with  Its  Sapplement  of  the  map  of  Mexioo  containing  the  latest  and  meet  a^ 


onrate  infbrmatlon  of  tne  geography  of  that  conntiy,  will  be  a  moat  popular  one.  Them 
are  three  splendid  papera  on  '*  Mexico  and  Mexicans.''  **  A  Natntallst's  Jonmay  aroaad 
Vera  Cms  and  Tampico,'*  and  <*  A  Mexican  Hacienda,**  that  make  np  a  large  pan  of  tbm 
^    1j  of  the  magaxine. 

In  the  May  JtlatUie  Monthlff  George  O.  Whipple  coatrlhntes  a  highly  InteieetlBgsvvay 
(he  new  theories,  dtocoreries  and  aooompllahmentB  In  **  The  Bwaaealag  actoaoe  of  Am^ 
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